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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED FOR BUSINESS...The Cranford Theatre closed last Wednesday night, the second local theater to close in the last
two weeks. The Rialto Theatre in Westfield closed in August. New Vision Cinemas, LLC operates both theaters but is not
the owner of the buildings.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JEFF TORBORG FIELD...Jeff Torborg, assisted by his family, cuts the ribbon
at Saturday’s dedication ceremony for Jeff Torborg Youth Baseball Field at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. See story Page 2.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
RUNWAY OF DREAMS…At the Westfield Fashion Show, the 2nd Sunday
Funday, clothes are modeled by children, teens and adults alike at the James Ward
Mansion. The event, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, was a
fund-raising event for Runway of Dreams, a nonprofit that promotes inclusion,
acceptance and opportunity in the fashion industry for people with disabilities.
Stores in town supplied the clothing as well as raffle gift baskets. Music was
provided by EJB Entertainment and Valencia School of Music.

Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
WEIGHING IN...New Jersey commuters weigh in Thursday on the transforma-
tion of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey’s Bus Terminal, the
nation’s largest bus terminal. The presentation was held at the Hilton Garden Inn
in Springfield. The project, which is expected to cost $7.5 to $10 billion, is
anticipated to be finished by 2030. See story Page 2.
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750 Walnut Ave. Denial, Master
Plan Moves to Committee

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The 750 Walnut
Avenue resolution to recommend to
the township committee to adopt the
planning board’s decision to not al-
low 750 Walnut Avenue be re-zoned
to residential was passed by the plan-
ning board last Wednesday. The town-
ship committee was to vote on the
resolution at its Tuesday committee
meeting. The resolution was not made
available to the press or public for

review.
Next, the board voted to adopt the

re-examination of the master plan,
which will move to the township com-
mittee to vote. Three residents had
asked the board about properties lo-
cated on North Avenue between Cen-
tennial Avenue and Alden Street. The
board said in the re-examination it
states that they recommend to evalu-
ate if the properties in that strip need
to be rehabilitated. It was not part of
the reexamination plan to notify the
property owners that that area is in-
cluded in the plan, Board President
Kathleen Murray said. There is po-
tential to establish small redevelop-

ment plans with the potential to offer
five-year tax abatements in a reha-
bilitation area, the board’s planner,
said Nicholas Dickerson of Maser
Consulting.

Property owner Ralph Brunette,
who owns an active business in this
area, asked if Harbor Consultant’s
study of this portion of North Avenue
to determine if it is a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment con-
ducted in December 2017 will be
used in determining the rehabilitation
status.

Also, in the downtown core, busi-
ness and transition areas, the board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Bd. Supports Ordinances for
Charging Stations, Murals
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning board
last Wednesday gave its support for a
town ordinance establishing electric
vehicle charging stations which will
be located in different districts
throughout the town. In addition, the
board supported an ordinance that
will amend the definition of “mural”
as it relates to downtown Westfield.
The board also approved two sepa-
rate applications, including a subdi-
vision at 114 Midvale Terrace, as
well as correcting a “boundary en-
croachment” between 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue.

Ordinance no. 2144, “establishing
electric vehicle infrastructure regula-
tions,” allows for electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations throughout
Westfield.

Planning board member Michael
LaPlace said the board should amend
the language to allow charging sta-
tions to be installed in various “dis-
tricts” within Westfield. EV vehicles
are becoming more popular with con-
sumers, stated Mr. LaPlace. Expand-
ing EV charging stations into all zones
will promote clean energy, while ser-
vicing residents and visitors seeking
a charging station close to a patron-
ized business within the downtown.

Several EV charging stations will
be located within Westfield’s busi-
ness district. Mr. Sammet said spe-
cific locations have not been solidi-
fied.

Until Wednesday’s meeting, the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance de-
fined a mural as a sign-type board,
stated Mr. Sammet. After unani-
mously approving the review of Gen-
eral Ordinance 2143, the planning
board redefined the term “mural.”
The expanded definition would des-
ignate a mural to be a town-approved

painting or display separate from a
business’ front signage, stated Town
Planner Donald Sammet.

He said the new definition addresses
resident expressed needs during the
Westfield Master Plan review citing
more artistic displays be infused into
Westfield’s public spaces, stated Mr.
Sammet. Artistic displays could in-
clude scenic paintings, historical de-
pictions or organizational driven dis-
plays.

Applicant Martin Cronin, of 114
Midvale Terrace, was unanimously
approved for a minor subdivision.
Mr. Cronin wants to subdivide the
property into two fully-conforming
building lots. Mr. Cronin will con-
tinue to live on the one property on
what will be the newly-subdivided
lot, stated the applicant’s professional
engineer, Edward S. Dec.

Mr. Dec stated the home Mr. Cronin
currently lives in will be aesthetically
preserved according to Westfield his-
torical standards. Mr. Cronin raised
his children in Westfield and will
continue to occupy his existing home
for “many years to come,” stated Mr.
Dec.

Mr. Dec said the home proposed to
be built on the lot created from the
approved subdivision will be in keep-
ing with the neighborhood aesthetic,
but will be built with modern materi-
als. The proposed home will include
a separate driveway and detached
garage for parking or storage consid-
erations.

“One house being historically main-
tained is a lot better than two new
houses,” said Mayor Shelley Brindle,
who has a seat on the planning board.

Mayor Brindle stated that, “it’s re-
freshing” when the board can support
proactive investment in the commu-
nity which maintains Westfield’s his-

Sports -- Cougars Fend Off Oak
Knoll in Girls’ Soccer; Holy Cross
Comeback Stuns Raiders in Grid
Opener; Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
in Tennis; Raiders Swat Bayonne Bees
in Girls’ Soccer; St. Vincent Stuns St.
Joseph for St. Bart’s Title.

Arts -- Friends of NJFO to Present
Grand Season Opening Party on Sep-

tember 15; Town of Westfield Estab-
lishes a Public Arts Commission.

Politics -- Former Speaker Newt
Gingrich Endorses Senator Tom Kean,
Jr.; Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco En-
dorses Democratic Council Candidates.

Education -- Wardlaw + Hartridge
Begins School Year with 137th Con-
vocation Ceremony.
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Owner of Closed Theaters Seeks
Towns’ Help In Finding Investors

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The property owner
of the Cranford Theatre and the Rialto
Theatre in Westfield is eyeing for the
towns to assist him in finding inves-
tors to reopen the movie theaters. The
Rialto closed August 23, with the
Cranford Theatre shutting down on
September 4.

Jesse Sayegh, the property owner,
had completely renovated the build-
ings about a decade ago, shortly be-
fore he sold off the properties, and
“made them like a jewel,” he told The
Westfield Leader. Now, at age 74, he
said he does not have the same energy
to re-invest in the businesses and is
seeking help from the municipalities

to find investors.
“I need the support of the town to

seek out investors at this stage of my
life,” Mr. Sayegh said. “I cannot do
what has to be done.”

 “I need investors to pitch in and
work with the municipality. To create
a model similar to Montclair. Absent
of that... Some people have been call-
ing me for other uses,” Mr. Sayegh
said.

In about four months, he is plan-
ning to hire an architect to draft op-
tions as to how the buildings could be
remodeled to suit a modern-day com-
munity movie theater. The Bellevue
in Montclair is the model, he said,
that would be viable today.

The Bellevue was revamped with a

handful of celebrity investors who
put in over a million dollars to
reconfigure the theater with an atrium,
eateries that offer meals throughout
the day, and the city was able to
garner a liquor license for the theater.
“Without the liquor license, it’s not
viable,” he said.

At the Cranford Theatre, there
would need to be a second floor added
to make it the concept of the Montclair
Bellevue theater.

For the Rialto, he had a prospect
call him to make it a performing arts
center or an opera house, and Mr.
Sayegh said he is considering it.

The buildings, should they not attract
a theater operator, could be fitted to
have mixed use of retail and apartments
and retain the marquees, he said.

“We’d like to see it operating as a
functional theater,” Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin told The Leader last
Wednesday. The Cranford Theatre is
“considered of historical importance
to our town,” Mayor Giblin said in a
township committee workshop meet-
ing on Monday night. A subcommit-
tee of residents and township offi-
cials is to be formed to assist in brain-
storming ideas, the township com-
mittee agreed to on Monday.

In the meantime, Mr. Sayegh and
New Vision Cinemas LLC are in court
over the lease agreement. Mr. Sayegh
had a lease agreement with New Vi-
sion Cinemas, which operated the
downtown theaters, that extended to
December 31, 2020. But New Vision
is looking to get out of the lease, Mr.
Sayegh said, and has filed a lawsuit
against him.

The two parties had a case manage-
ment conference on Monday in the
state Superior Court of Union County.
Justin Scheier, an attorney for New
Vision, said he expects the case to not
settle and to go to trial, which could
happen at the end of 2020. Mr. Sayegh

Committee Agrees to Say
No to 750 Walnut Rezoning

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee passed a resolution accepting
the planning board’s decision to not
rezone 750 Walnut Avenue at its com-
mittee meeting Tuesday. Attorney
Keith Loughlin of the law firm Hill
Wallack, on behalf of his client Hartz
Mountain Industries Inc., asked the
committee to reject the planning
board’s decision.

“It is our belief as indicated in our
letter...that the current C3 zoning does
not provide viable development op-
tions for the Hartz property,” Mr.
Loughlin said.

A third party has filed a civil action
with the State Superior Court of New
Jersey as of August 22, stating Iron
Ore Properties requests an appear-
ance and is being represented by at-
torney Gary Forshner, The Westfield
Leader discovered late Tuesday night.
Iron Ore Properties is the developer
of the new mixed-use property at 109
Walnut Avenue and is a real estate

development firm based in Millburn.
In other business, Mary Ann Hay

resigned from the zoning board of
adjustment. The township is seeking
residents to fill the term, which will
expire at the end of 2019.

Personnel appointments also were
made. Senior Tax Clerk Karyn King
was appointed as tax collector, and
Tax Clerk Christopher Houghton was
appointed deputy tax collector. Sarah
Ritter was appointed as a permanent
part-time office assistant in the build-
ing department.

In public comments, Jason Stevens
of 9 Richmond Avenue said his flood
insurance premiums have risen from
$2,700 to $8,495 since 2013, when
he moved into the house with his
family, and the new bill is estimated
to be $10,620.“We couldn’t have
picked a better town, but it is easily
the worst mistake we have ever made,”
Mr. Stevens said.

“We have waited three years since
the town applied for additional

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



Page 8 Thursday, September 12, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Start Cooking with Gas
To Advertise Your Business,

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

Sparking the Mind
Tuesdays at the J from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages. 

Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct  •  From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

recommends to reduce the number of
apartment unit density from 20 to 10
acres. Ms. LaBrutto said per the town-
ship ordinance that the Office Resi-
dential Character zone is within that
core and in the ordinance is listed as
a conditional use with 20 units per
acre, and so asked if that would be
changed as well to lessen the density
to 10 units.

“That was not brought to our atten-
tion,” the planner said. “Largely we
were looking at the downtown districts”

In the master plan, it lists the Down-
town Management Corporations five-
year plan, and part of that talks about
parking. The DMC in its strategic
plan says to “Hire a planning firm
with parking experience to conduct a
parking study to a) assess parking
supply versus demand and utiliza-
tion, b) evaluate the merits of con-
structing a new municipal parking
garage, and c) reexamine parking re-
quirements for infill residential de-
velopment.”

“We’d be crazy to build another ga-
rage,” Ms. LaBrutto said of the DMC’s
plan to consider a parking garage.

The board’s planner said “we are
restating what is in the strategic plan.”

Within the plan, resident Rita
LaBrutto said, is mention of payment
in lieu of parking. Ms. LaBrutto said
her concern with developers be given
a payment in lieu of parking then the
burden falls on the township to pro-
vide parking, and also a development
would have a higher density.

She said the same would apply to
bicycle racks. “If you want to walk
the talk you need to make sure you
have bicycle racks,” she said.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said of the
payment in lieu of parking is “a tool to
pay.” “These developers are getting it
anyway for free,” he said.

The DMC strategy also says, “In
conjunction with a Circulation Ele-
ment, the township may wish to con-
sider a parking study and strategy that
would identify ways to improve the
availability of parking, without com-
promising Cranford’s unique down-
town character. Such strategies may
include design guidelines, such as
how to provide parking without the
creation of additional surface lots that
disrupt downtown continuity, as well
as techniques to improve, and thus
incentivize, the use of non-motorized
transportation infrastructure to free
up roadway and parking capacity.”

Among the board’s recommenda-
tions is to consider amending imper-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

750 Walnut Avenue Denial
Resolution, Master Plan

vious coverage to permit develop-
ment if green infrastructure such as
green roofs or pervious are used.

The board visualizes Cranford as
“metropolitan,” in a list of economic
goals and objectives where the plan
states to “capitalize on Cranford’s
competitive advantages for economic
development, including its designa-
tion as a regional work center, metro-
politan location, extensive transpor-
tation and utility infrastructure, a
stable and highly skilled labor force
and an excellent quality of life.” It
seeks to encourage multi-story devel-
opment in the downtown, to develop
commercial and business in the down-
town, on the North, South and Cen-
tennial Avenues, and in existing cen-
ters of commerce, and in turn encour-
age an increase in mass transit usage.

Among its conservation goals, the
board seeks to pursue the develop-
ment of a township-wide green belt
incorporating natural areas, environ-
mentally sensitive areas, and scenic
areas, such as the Rahway River to
connect various parts of the town-
ship through a unique open-space
network.

County to Apply for Grants
For Bridge Repair Projects

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holders are expected to approve reso-
lutions tonight to seek state grants for
five bridge repair projects.

The projects include the Dill Av-
enue bridge over the Peach Orchard
Brook in Linden; the Caldwell Place
bridge over a stream in Springfield;
the Randolph Road bridge over Ce-
dar Brook in Plainfield and the
Hamilton Street and Central Av-
enue bridges over the Robinson’s
Branch of the Rahway River in
Rahway.

The grants are part of the New
Jersey Department of
Transportation’s 2020 Local Bridges,
Future Needs Program. They are be-
ing sought by the Union County De-
partment of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management.

The Union County Courthouse
tower fire code phase three upgrades
project is to be increased by $156,250
for a new total contract of $2,025,828.
The project involves replacement of
an elevator.

Another resolution would allow the
county to again provide state-man-
dated education, alcohol/drug abuse
evaluation and treatment referrals for
first and third time offenders and re-
peat offenders charged with and/or
convicted of Driving While Intoxi-
cated or Driving Under the Influence.
The program is run by the Union
County Intoxicated Driver Resource
Center under the county’s Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Individual and Family Support Ser-
vices.

Human Services Director Debbie-
Ann Anderson said 469 persons have

participated in the program in 2019
thus far. A total of 851 people were
served by the program in 2018.

In a related resolution, the county
is seeking to enter into a lease agree-
ment with The Gateway Family
YMCA, Elizabeth Branch, to rent
space for 25 Intoxicated Driver Re-
source Center education classes in
2020 at a rate of $520 per day for a
minimum of 50 scheduled days. The
agreement, for $26,000, would run
January 1 through December 31,
2020.

The county also is set to enter into
a two-year, $120,000 agreement with
NMS Laboratories of Willow Grove,
Pa., for postmortem toxicology lab
services. Public Safety Director An-
drew Moran said the lab does urine,
blood and tissue samples to deter-
mine the cause of death of individu-
als. The contract was increased by
$20,000 over the previous agreement,
“because of the increased investiga-
tions related to (the cause of death).”

“Several (of the deaths) are related
to the opioid epidemic,” Mr. Moran
said.

The department also is seeking a
$167,387 Edward Byrne Memorial
Grant from the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment. Mr. Moran said law enforce-
ment agencies have traditionally used
the grant for security and vision needs
such as license plate readers. He said
the Elizabeth, Linden and Spring-
field police departments qualify for
the grant.

The freeholders also are expected
to vote tonight on a resolution to give
$1,000 to Westfield in support of the
town’s Cultural Diversity Day Festi-
val to be held this Saturday, Septem-
ber 14.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Vision Cinemas
said he is seeking to amend the case
arguing that New Vision has acted in
a manner of abandonment after they
vacated the Cranford Theatre last
week.

New Vision has closed the Cranford
Theatre as of last Wednesday night.
The company had a Budget rent a
truck out front moving boxes into the
back of the truck, and placed on the
marquee — Closed — with details
for refunds. By Thursday, New Vi-
sion had completely emptied the the-
ater, including all of the theater oper-
ating equipment, Mr. Sayegh said.
They moved out overnight, “like a
bunch of burglars,” he said.

“I notified them this morning that
they are not able to return and if they
do, it would be considered as unlaw-
ful entry,” Mr. Sayegh told The Leader
in a phone interview Friday after-
noon.

He has been battling with New Vi-
sion back and forth as of last year
over the lease, he said.

New Vision ticket sales have plum-
meted, said Mr. Sayegh. When Mr.
Sayegh sold the Rialto it was bringing
in $225,000 a year, and currently the
theater was earning $7,000, he said.
Cranford at the time he sold the the-
atre operation it was bringing in
$160,000 to 170,000 a year, and now
earnings are between $50,000 to
$60,000 a year, he said.

On top of poor revenue, both the
Rialto and the Cranford Theater have
had mold inside due to sump pumps
that were disconnected and water
flowing into the theatres soaking the
carpets and fabric skirts under the
screens, Mr. Sayegh said. Also, he
attested that New Vision has failed to
ventilate the buildings, maintain the

HVAC and ductwork, nor have they
used humidifiers. He said in the the-
ater industry a specific humidifier is
used that is quiet and effective, but
New Vision does not use them.

Further, the Rialto had sewage seep-
ing into the basement from a ramp on
Central Avenue and the office on the
second floor had mold, Mr. Sayegh
said.

Mr. Sayegh said the lease states
New Vision is responsible for the
inside of the building and all me-
chanical equipment.

In the lawsuit, New Vision says the
owner “has failed to properly and
adequately repair and maintain the
Cranford premises which has resulted
in continuance water leaks.”

Mr. Sayegh said he had a structural
engineer assess the roof structure,
and paid to have the roof and surface
cracks in the wall repaired last fall,
and as a result there have been no
leaks. Mr. Sayegh blames the holes in
the HVAC ductwork for any leaks
and New Vision is responsible for
making those repairs, he said.

According to the lawsuit, New Vi-
sions states, “At all times Plaintiff
acted in good faith and fulfilled all
obligations required.”

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GOING GREEN...As part of  the “Green Westfield Medallion Program” intiative
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team, Tim, left, and Christopher Boyle, owners of 16 Prospect, are handed a
Green Medallion to display on their window. They received the medallion because
they provide biodegradable plastic cups made of cornstarch, paper straws,
compostable cups and lids for hot beverages, and takeout containers. See story
Page 2.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RE-USING BAGS...Karen Brown, a volunteer at The Hope Chest, shows off the
Green medallion. The “Green Westfield Medallion Program” intiative is spon-
sored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team. All proceeds from sales of The Hope Chest store are donated to the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care and are used to pay for residential care. The
Hope Chest re-uses bags that are donated, re-uses by selling upcycled goods and
asks customers if they want a bag before giving one. See story Page 2.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GREEN PACKAGING...Marty Silverman of Savory Spice Shop was given a Green
Medallion last Thursday by Westfield  Green Team members Nancy Albanes, at left,
and Catherine Choudhry, right, as part of the “Green Westfield Medallion Program”
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team.  The shop does not use plastic bags for items purchased, they use rice paper in
some of the packaging, and always ask customers if they need a bag before giving one.
See story on page 2.

toric element.
“Often it’s easier for the home-

owner to sell the house and do noth-
ing,” said Mayor Brindle, compared
to Mr. Cronin’s decision, which re-
flects a stake in preserving Westfield.

Applicant Operating 8 Bluestone
Capital Group, LLC, 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue, was
unanimously approved to correct a
boundary encroachment between the
two lots by moving the lot line.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim
Foerst, addressed the land record
which needed to reflect the existing
boundary line versus the one which
was recorded in the land use record.
The five-minute hearing was re-
solved supporting the applicant’s
assertions.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JEFF TORBORG FIELD...Union County Freeholders and other officials pose
with Jeff Torborg and his family at Saturday’s ribbon-cutting and dedication
ceremony for Jeff Torborg Youth Baseball Field at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
Joining them are the Clark Little League and Springfield Junior Baseball League
teams that played the first game at Jeff Torborg Field. See story Page 2.

Correction
The name of Garwood Board of

Education candidate for reelection,
Tina Simitz, was misspelled below
her photo to the editor on page 4 of
the September 5 issue of this newspa-
per. We apologize for the error.

elevations...and I have heard nothing
from anyone...Help is not coming,”
he said.

Mr. Stevens said he hired a con-
tractor and submitted the plans for a
home elevation that were rejected by
the zoning department for setback
requirements due to the stairs needed
to access the front door once it is
elevated. He said the zoning ordi-
nance needs to be reviewed and re-
vised so these applications can be
approved and not require a variance
application with the zoning board of
adjustment.

Also, the engineering department
has been slow to respond to him, he
said. The revised plans with stairs on
the side have been in the engineering
department since August 9, he said.
He is awaiting a response from the
engineer. He said the engineering
consultant is only in the municipal
building once a week and asked to
bring back an in-house engineer.

“Just get out of our way and give us
our permits! We are ready to do this
now!” Mr. Stevens stated after secur-
ing the “hundreds of thousands of
dollars” to fund the elevation project,
a contractor and the plans.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
responded, “You have been approved
for a FEMA grant to elevate your
home.” The township committee ac-
cepted the grant monies the night
before at Monday’s workshop meet-
ing, he told Mr. Stevens.

“I have already signed a contract
with a contractor,” Mr. Stevens re-
sponded. “That information would
have been immensely useful back in
May.”

Monday at the workshop meeting,
Mr. Hannen said six homes were ap-
proved to be elevated with the FEMA
grant funding and that the grant would
cover 100 percent of the costs for
four properties and 90 percent of the
cost for two properties.

In other public comments, resident
Rita LaBrutto asked about violations of
the downtown business sign ordinance
and about how concrete curbing in-
stead of Belgium block curbing ended
up being installed at a doctor’s office.

When the application for 27 South
Avenue was heard by the zoning board
of adjustment, the applicant agreed to
install Belgium block, according to
the zoning board meeting minutes,
Ms. LaBrutto stated. “How did it hap-
pen?” she asked about having the
wrong curbing.

She said the township engineer,
Maser Consulting, should use its in-
surance to pay to remove the concrete
curbing and install Belgium block,
for its failure to question the plans
that she said detail both concrete and
Belgium block curbing.

109 Walnut Avenue is another new

development that does not have Bel-
gium block curbing, she said. “We
are paying people to do a job and we
should insist they do their job,” she
said.

“We are going to look into the
curbing issue,” Mayor Patrick Giblin
said.

In regards to questions concerning
violations of the sign ordinance down-
town, Ms. LaBrutto said in an OPRA
request she was told there are not any
violations.

“If there aren’t violations on file
and our downtown looks the way it
does with our storefronts, then some-
one isn’t doing their job,” Ms.
LaBrutto said.

“If there were violations, then the
prosecutor is not handling them,” she
said.

She said the committee should hold
employees to an “accountability” and
“making sure people do their per-
sonal best for the town.”

“I have spoken with the zoning
officer on this. It is a lengthy pro-
cess,” Mayor Giblin said of address-
ing violations of the sign ordinance.

Mayor Giblin said Downtown Man-
agement Corporation Director Gabe
Bailer, has told him that businesses are
violating the sign ordinance.

“As we speak, we are continuing to
have signs that are non-conforming,”
Ms. LaBrutto said. “There is a hole in
the process.”

“Some of these properties were
vacant for four or five years. So, it’s a
difficult thing...” Mayor Giblin said,
further stating he is happy to see new
business in the downtown.

“I get it, but...these are problems
you want to work with; we don’t want
to punish someone,” Mayor Giblin
said.

“We want businesses to come here
and we don’t want them to go through
extra expense, and by no means do I
want to see vacant storefronts. But I
don’t think we should just be happy
they came here...it’s just as easy to
talk them through the process from
the start and not need to be punitive
later on,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

“There are efforts under way to
perfect that ordinance,” Commis-
sioner Jean-Albert Maisonneuve said.

In response to hiring an in-house
engineer, Mayor Giblin said the town-
ship has listed the position three times
and has not been able to fill it.

Another resident asked the com-
mittee to consider revising the period
in which the sewer bills are formu-
lated from October to March to No-
vember to April, saying that the bills
may be lessened because in October
it “can easily be high sprinkler month”
with putting in plants and September/
October putting in lawn and seed and
needing to water it.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Twp. Committee

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res
submissions for
consideration to

ae@goleader.com.



Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 60th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 37-2019 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, September 12, 2019

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 13
Community ... 6-7, 13
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 14
Sports ............ 9-12
Real Estate .... 9, 16
Classifieds ..... 13
A&E .............. 15-16

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED FOR BUSINESS...The Cranford Theatre closed last Wednesday night, the
second local theater to close in the last two weeks. The Rialto Theatre in Westfield
closed in August. New Vision Cinemas LLC operates both theaters, but does not own
the buildings.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JEFF TORBORG YOUTH  BASEBALL FIELD...Union County Freeholders and other officials pose with Jeff Torborg and
his family at Saturday’s ribbon-cutting and dedication ceremony for Jeff Torborg Field at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
Joining them are the Clark Little League and Springfield Junior Baseball League teams that played the first game at Jeff
Torborg Youth Baseball Field in Mountainside.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN MOMENT...Ex-New York Yankee and former New York Mets manager
Willie Randolph, right, jokes around with Union County Freeholder Vice-Chair
Al Miraella, left, and Freeholder Sergio Granados at Saturday’s dedication of Jeff
Torborg Youth Baseball Field at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.
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Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
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County to Apply for Grants
For Bridge Repair Projects

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Owner of Closed Theaters Seeks
Towns’ Help In Finding Investors

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The property owner
of the Cranford Theatre and the Rialto
Theatre in Westfield is eyeing for the
towns to assist him in finding inves-
tors to reopen the movie theaters. The
Rialto closed August 23, with the
Cranford Theatre shutting down on
September 4.

Jesse Sayegh, the property owner,
had completely renovated the build-
ings about a decade ago, shortly be-
fore he sold off the properties, and
“made them like a jewel,” he told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Now,
at age 74, he said he does not have the
same energy to re-invest in the busi-

nesses and is seeking help from the
municipalities to find investors.

“I need the support of the town to
seek out investors at this stage of my
life,” Mr. Sayegh said. “I cannot do
what has to be done.”

 “I need investors to pitch in and
work with the municipality. To create
a model similar to Montclair. Absent
of that... Some people have been call-
ing me for other uses,” Mr. Sayegh
said.

In about four months, he is plan-
ning to hire an architect to draft op-
tions as to how the buildings could be
remodeled to suit a modern-day com-
munity movie theater. The Bellevue
in Montclair is the model, he said,

that would be viable today.
The Bellevue was revamped with a

handful of celebrity investors who
put in over a million dollars to
reconfigure the theater with an atrium,
eateries that offer meals throughout
the day, and the city was able to
garner a liquor license for the theater.
“Without the liquor license, it’s not
viable,” he said.

At the Cranford Theatre, there
would need to be a second floor added
to make it the concept of the Montclair
Bellevue theater.

For the Rialto, he had a prospect
call him to make it a performing arts
center or an opera house, and Mr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Planning Board to Hold Hearing
On Parker Gardens Redevelopment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board will hold a public hearing later
this month on a developer’s applica-
tion seeking final site plan approval
to develop the former Parker Gar-
dens site on Terrill Road.

SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC is
seeking to build a 228-unit multi-
family development, including 34
affordable-housing units. About 2.27
acres of the 13.5-acre property will
be provided to the township for use as
athletic fields, while another third of
an acre will be designated as open
space. The Monday, September 23
hearing, at which the public will be

able to ask questions and provide
their opinions about the proposal, will
start at 7:30 p.m.

At its meeting on Monday night,
the planning board approved another
extension for T-Mobile Northeast
LLC to keep its two temporary cell
towers in place on the south side of
town, while it completes the reattach-
ment of its permanent antenna on
PSE&G transmission towers that run
along Terrill Road. Board attorney
Robert Pansulla said the delays in
completing the project were due to
PSE&G and not T-Mobile. Township
Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta said
that his office has issued demolition
permits for both temporary towers

and promised to keep board members
updated.

The board also gave approval to
the construction of a storage building
on Waldheim Avenue that will be
used to store landscaping equipment.
The 90-foot by 45-foot steel-frame
building will be used solely by the
company’s workers, according to
owner Matthew Ince. Plans also call
for a small outdoor storage bay at the
rear of the property that will hold
mulch and topsoil.

Ingress and egress points on either
side of the building will lead to a
parking and turnaround area at the
rear of the property, which abuts the
baseball field at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. There will be
one overhead garage door in the front
and two in the rear of the building,
which will be situated close to the
street.

Jim Ciccarino, who lives on nearby
Concord Road, raised several con-
cerns including the potential for strong
odors from the some of the materials
that will be stored outside, the poten-
tial for outdoor lighting to spill over
to residential properties at night and
the potential for excessive noise in
the middle of the night from the
company’s snow-plowing activities.

It was agreed that grass clippings,
and their related summertime smells,
will not be kept outside. The lighting
being proposed is of a type that does
not illuminate more than what it is
supposed to light. Mr. LaCosta said
there are no prohibitions on hours of
operation for a landscaping business
and when snow-plowing activities can
be undertaken.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Alexander Smith said the downtown
redevelopment committee is set to
approve plans for the Snuffy’s/
Pantagis property that include a new
Lidl grocery store, a park-and-ride
lot for commuters and a smaller retail
building to replace the banquet facil-
ity and restaurant that has been a
landmark at the corner of Park Av-

Sports -- Cougars Fend Off Oak
Knoll in Girls’ Soccer; Holy Cross
Comeback Stuns Raiders in Grid
Opener; Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
in Tennis; Raiders Swat Bayonne Bees
in Girls’ Soccer; St. Vincent Stuns St.
Joseph for St. Bart’s Title.

Arts -- Friends of NJFO to Present
Grand Season Opening Party on Sep-

Zoning Board Approves
Three Applications

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Free-
holders are expected to approve reso-
lutions tonight to seek state grants for
five bridge repair projects.

The projects include the Dill Av-
enue bridge over the Peach Orchard
Brook in Linden; the Caldwell Place
bridge over a stream in Springfield;
the Randolph Road bridge over Ce-
dar Brook in Plainfield and the
Hamilton Street and Central Av-
enue bridges over the Robinson’s
Branch of the Rahway River in
Rahway.

The grants are part of the New
Jersey Department of
Transportation’s 2020 Local Bridges,
Future Needs Program. They are be-
ing sought by the Union County De-
partment of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management.

The Union County Courthouse
tower fire code phase three upgrades
project is to be increased by $156,250
for a new total contract of $2,025,828.
The project involves replacement of
an elevator.

Another resolution would allow the
county to again provide state-man-
dated education, alcohol/drug abuse
evaluation and treatment referrals for
first and third time offenders and re-
peat offenders charged with and/or
convicted of Driving While Intoxi-
cated or Driving Under the Influence.
The program is run by the Union
County Intoxicated Driver Resource
Center under the county’s Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Individual and Family Support Ser-
vices.

Human Services Director Debbie-
Ann Anderson said 469 persons have

participated in the program in 2019
thus far. A total of 851 people were
served by the program in 2018.

In a related resolution, the county
is seeking to enter into a lease agree-
ment with The Gateway Family
YMCA, Elizabeth Branch, to rent
space for 25 Intoxicated Driver Re-
source Center education classes in
2020 at a rate of $520 per day for a
minimum of 50 scheduled days. The
agreement, for $26,000, would run
January 1 through December 31,
2020.

The county also is set to enter into
a two-year, $120,000 agreement with
NMS Laboratories of Willow Grove,
Pa., for postmortem toxicology lab
services. Public Safety Director An-
drew Moran said the lab does urine,
blood and tissue samples to deter-
mine the cause of death of individu-
als. The contract was increased by
$20,000 over the previous agreement,
“because of the increased investiga-
tions related to (the cause of death).”

“Several (of the deaths) are related
to the opioid epidemic,” Mr. Moran
said.

The department also is seeking a
$167,387 Edward Byrne Memorial
Grant from the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment. Mr. Moran said law enforce-
ment agencies have traditionally used
the grant for security and vision needs
such as license plate readers. He said
the Elizabeth, Linden and Spring-
field police departments qualify for
the grant.

The freeholders also are expected
to vote tonight on a resolution to give
$1,000 to Westfield in support of the
town’s Cultural Diversity Day Festi-
val to be held this Saturday, Septem-
ber 14.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week ap-
proved three applications.

Carlos and Anabela Marques were
given permission to construct a new
one-car garage at the front of their
property at 326 Farley Avenue, where
the house itself is set back much far-
ther than others in the neighborhood,
leaving no room for a garage else-
where. Mr. Marques told the board
that the plan is to use the garage to
park the family car and to store items.
The side-yard setback of the pro-
posed garage measures three feet ver-
sus the required five-foot minimum.

Ken and Marlena Majors were
given permission to construct a two-
story addition to the rear of their
house at 2093 Aldene Avenue. Their
architect, Gregory Ralph, told the
board that the addition will include a
master bedroom and common living
space for the Majors and their young
children.

The third application approved at
the board’s September 5 meeting was
for the continued use and certifica-
tion of the pre-existing and non-con-
forming use of a two-family house at
515 Forest Road. Dion Natale lives in
the downstairs unit, while his chil-
dren live upstairs in the house that his
family has owned for decades. He
told the board that the building has
always been configured as a two-
family house, with each apartment
having a separate entrance and sepa-
rate utilities. A separate garage at the
rear of the property has an upstairs
apartment, but its use as a residential
unit was rejected by the board earlier.

Mr. Natale estimated that there are
at least 10 other two-family house on
Forest Road between the park in
Fanwood and Westfield Avenue and
another half dozen between Westfield
Avenue and Mountain Avenue. He
said his property tax assessment has
always been for a two-family house.
A neighbor who has lived across the

tember 15; Town of Westfield Estab-
lishes a Public Arts Commission.

Politics -- Former Speaker Newt
Gingrich Endorses Senator Tom Kean,
Jr.; Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco En-
dorses Democratic Council Candidates.

Education -- Wardlaw + Hartridge
Begins School Year with 137th Con-
vocation Ceremony.

Jesse Winter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WEIGHING IN...New Jersey commuters weigh in Thursday on the transforma-
tion of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey’s Bus Terminal, the
nation’s largest bus terminal. The presentation was held at the Hilton Garden Inn
in Springfield. The project, which is expected to cost $7.5 to $10 billion, is
anticipated to be finished by 2030. See story on Page 2.



Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 8 Thursday, September 12, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Start Cooking with Gas
To Advertise Your Business,

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

Sparking the Mind
Tuesdays at the J from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages. 

Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct  •  From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

Sayegh said he is considering it.
The buildings, should they not attract

a theater operator, could be fitted to
have mixed use of retail and apartments
and retain the marquees, he said.

“We’d like to see it operating as a
functional theater,” Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin told The Times last
Wednesday. The Cranford Theatre is
“considered of historical importance
to our town,” Mayor Giblin said in a
township committee workshop meet-
ing on Monday night. A subcommit-
tee of residents and township offi-
cials is to be formed to assist in brain-
storming ideas, the township com-
mittee agreed to on Monday.

In the meantime, Mr. Sayegh and
New Vision Cinemas LLC are in court
over the lease agreement. Mr. Sayegh
had a lease agreement with New Vi-
sion Cinemas, which operated the
downtown theaters, that extended to
December 31, 2020. But New Vision
is looking to get out of the lease, Mr.
Sayegh said, and has filed a lawsuit
against him.

The two parties had a case manage-
ment conference on Monday in the
state Superior Court of Union County.
Justin Scheier, an attorney for New
Vision, said he expects the case to not
settle and to go to trial, which could
happen at the end of 2020. Mr. Sayegh
said he is seeking to amend the case
arguing that New Vision has acted in
a manner of abandonment after they
vacated the Cranford Theatre last
week.

New Vision has closed the Cran-
ford Theatre as of last Wednesday
night. The company had a Budget
rent a truck out front moving boxes
into the back of the truck, and placed
on the marquee — Closed — with
details for refunds. By Thursday, New
Vision had completely emptied the
theater, including all of the theater
operating equipment, Mr. Sayegh
said. They moved out overnight, “like
a bunch of burglars,” he said.

“I notified them this morning that
they are not able to return and if they
do, it would be considered as unlaw-
ful entry,” Mr. Sayegh told The Times
in a phone interview Friday after-
noon.

He has been battling with New Vi-
sion back and forth as of last year
over the lease, he said.

New Vision ticket sales have plum-
meted, said Mr. Sayegh. When Mr.
Sayegh sold the Rialto it was bringing
in $225,000 a year, and currently the
theater was earning $7,000, he said.
Cranford at the time he sold the the-
atre operation it was bringing in
$160,000 to 170,000 a year, and now

earnings are between $50,000 to
$60,000 a year, he said.

On top of poor revenue, both the
Rialto and the Cranford Theater have
had mold inside due to sump pumps
that were disconnected and water
flowing into the theatres soaking the
carpets and fabric skirts under the
screens, Mr. Sayegh said. Also, he
attested that New Vision has failed to
ventilate the buildings, maintain the
HVAC and ductwork, nor have they
used humidifiers. He said in the the-
ater industry a specific humidifier is
used that is quiet and effective, but
New Vision does not use them.

Further, the Rialto had sewage seep-
ing into the basement from a ramp on
Central Avenue and the office on the
second floor had mold, Mr. Sayegh
said.

Mr. Sayegh said the lease states
New Vision is responsible for the
inside of the building and all me-
chanical equipment.

In the lawsuit, New Vision says the
owner “has failed to properly and
adequately repair and maintain the
Cranford premises which has resulted
in continuance water leaks.”

Mr. Sayegh said he had a structural
engineer assess the roof structure,
and paid to have the roof and surface
cracks in the wall repaired last fall,
and as a result there have been no
leaks. Mr. Sayegh blames the holes in
the HVAC ductwork for any leaks
and New Vision is responsible for
making those repairs, he said.

According to the lawsuit, New Vi-
sions states, “At all times Plaintiff
acted in good faith and fulfilled all
obligations required.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Vision Cinemas

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Zoning Bd.

enue and Mountain Avenue for de-
cades. The planning board will then
have a chance to evaluate the pro-
posed redevelopment before the town-
ship council gives its final approval.

At the committee’s meeting, which
took place last night and will be de-
tailed in next week’s issue of The
Times, board members were also ex-
pected to formally designate Advance
Realty Investors, a Bedminster-based
developer, and its partner, PS&S En-
gineering, as the entity that will work
with the township on redeveloping
the public properties in the down-
town business district. The mayor
said he expects that a schedule will be
laid out for Advance/PS&S to have
formal plans ready for consideration
within 150 days.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parker

street from the Natale property for
more than 40 years told the board that
515 Forest Road has been a two-
family house for the entire time she
has lived on the street.

At the start of its meeting, the board
welcomed Craig Peskin as its newest
member and also elevated Richard
Polhamus to a permanent seat on the
board. The zoning board’s next meet-
ing is set for Thursday, October 3.

Bd. Supports Ordinances for
Charging Stations, Murals

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The planning board
last Wednesday gave its support for a
town ordinance establishing electric
vehicle charging stations which will
be located in different districts
throughout the town. In addition, the
board supported an ordinance that
will amend the definition of “mural”
as it relates to downtown Westfield.
The board also approved two sepa-
rate applications, including a subdi-
vision at 114 Midvale Terrace, as
well as correcting a “boundary en-
croachment” between 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue.

Ordinance no. 2144, “establishing
electric vehicle infrastructure regula-
tions,” allows for electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations throughout
Westfield.

Planning board member Michael
LaPlace said the board should amend
the language to allow charging sta-
tions to be installed in various “dis-
tricts” within Westfield. EV vehicles
are becoming more popular with con-
sumers, stated Mr. LaPlace. Expand-
ing EV charging stations into all zones
will promote clean energy, while ser-
vicing residents and visitors seeking
a charging station close to a patron-
ized business within the downtown.

Several EV charging stations will
be located within Westfield’s busi-
ness district. Mr. Sammet said spe-
cific locations have not been solidi-
fied.

Until Wednesday’s meeting, the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance de-
fined a mural as a sign-type board,
stated Mr. Sammet. After unani-
mously approving the review of Gen-
eral Ordinance 2143, the planning
board redefined the term “mural.”
The expanded definition would des-
ignate a mural to be a town-approved
painting or display separate from a
business’ front signage, stated Town
Planner Donald Sammet.

He said the new definition addresses
resident expressed needs during the
Westfield Master Plan review citing
more artistic displays be infused into
Westfield’s public spaces, stated Mr.
Sammet. Artistic displays could in-

clude scenic paintings, historical de-
pictions or organizational driven dis-
plays.

Applicant Martin Cronin, of 114
Midvale Terrace, was unanimously
approved for a minor subdivision.
Mr. Cronin wants to subdivide the
property into two fully-conforming
building lots. Mr. Cronin will con-
tinue to live on the one property on
what will be the newly-subdivided
lot, stated the applicant’s professional
engineer, Edward S. Dec.

Mr. Dec stated the home Mr. Cronin
currently lives in will be aesthetically
preserved according to Westfield his-
torical standards. Mr. Cronin raised
his children in Westfield and will
continue to occupy his existing home
for “many years to come,” stated Mr.
Dec.

Mr. Dec said the home proposed to
be built on the lot created from the
approved subdivision will be in keep-
ing with the neighborhood aesthetic,
but will be built with modern materi-
als. The proposed home will include
a separate driveway and detached
garage for parking or storage consid-
erations.

“One house being historically main-
tained is a lot better than two new
houses,” said Mayor Shelley Brindle,
who has a seat on the planning board.

Mayor Brindle stated that, “it’s re-
freshing” when the board can support
proactive investment in the commu-
nity which maintains Westfield’s his-
toric element.

“Often it’s easier for the home-
owner to sell the house and do noth-
ing,” said Mayor Brindle, compared
to Mr. Cronin’s decision, which re-
flects a stake in preserving Westfield.

Applicant Operating 8 Bluestone
Capital Group, LLC, 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue, was
unanimously approved to correct a
boundary encroachment between the
two lots by moving the lot line.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim Foerst,
addressed the land record which
needed to reflect the existing bound-
ary line versus the one which was
recorded in the land use record. The
five-minute hearing was resolved sup-
porting the applicant’s assertions.

750 Walnut Ave. Denial,
Master Plan Moves to Com.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The 750 Walnut
Avenue resolution to recommend to
the township committee to adopt the
planning board’s decision to not allow
750 Walnut Avenue be re-zoned to
residential was passed by the planning
board last Wednesday. The township
committee was to vote on the resolu-
tion at its Tuesday committee meeting.
The resolution was not made available
to the press or public for review.

Next, the board voted to adopt the
re-examination of the master plan,
which will move to the township com-
mittee to vote. Three residents had
asked the board about properties lo-
cated on North Avenue between Cen-
tennial Avenue and Alden Street. The
board said in the re-examination it
states that they recommend to evalu-
ate if the properties in that strip need to
be rehabilitated. It was not part of the
reexamination plan to notify the prop-
erty owners that that area is included in
the plan, Board President Kathleen
Murray said. There is potential to es-
tablish small redevelopment plans with
the potential to offer five-year tax
abatements in a rehabilitation area, the
board’s planner, said Nicholas
Dickerson of Maser Consulting.

Property owner Ralph Brunette, who
owns an active business in this area,
asked if Harbor Consultant’s study of
this portion of North Avenue to deter-
mine if it is a condemnation area in
need of redevelopment conducted in
December 2017 will be used in deter-
mining the rehabilitation status.

Also, in the downtown core, busi-
ness and transition areas, the board
recommends to reduce the number of
apartment unit density from 20 to 10
acres. Ms. LaBrutto said per the town-
ship ordinance that the Office Resi-
dential Character zone is within that
core and in the ordinance is listed as
a conditional use with 20 units per
acre, and so asked if that would be
changed as well to lessen the density
to 10 units.

“That was not brought to our atten-
tion,” the planner said. “Largely we
were looking at the downtown districts”

In the master plan, it lists the Down-
town Management Corporations five-
year plan, and part of that talks about
parking. The DMC in its strategic plan
says to “Hire a planning firm with
parking experience to conduct a park-
ing study to a) assess parking supply
versus demand and utilization, b)
evaluate the merits of constructing a
new municipal parking garage, and c)
reexamine parking requirements for
infill residential development.”

“We’d be crazy to build another
garage,” Ms. LaBrutto said of the
DMC’s plan to consider a parking
garage.

The board’s planner said “we are

restating what is in the strategic plan.”
Within the plan, resident Rita

LaBrutto said, is mention of payment
in lieu of parking. Ms. LaBrutto said
her concern with developers be given
a payment in lieu of parking then the
burden falls on the township to pro-
vide parking, and also a development
would have a higher density.

She said the same would apply to
bicycle racks. “If you want to walk
the talk you need to make sure you
have bicycle racks,” she said.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said of the
payment in lieu of parking is “a tool to
pay.” “These developers are getting it
anyway for free,” he said.

The DMC strategy also says, “In
conjunction with a Circulation Ele-
ment, the township may wish to con-
sider a parking study and strategy that
would identify ways to improve the
availability of parking, without com-
promising Cranford’s unique down-
town character. Such strategies may
include design guidelines, such as
how to provide parking without the
creation of additional surface lots that
disrupt downtown continuity, as well
as techniques to improve, and thus
incentivize, the use of non-motorized
transportation infrastructure to free
up roadway and parking capacity.”

Among the board’s recommenda-
tions is to consider amending imper-
vious coverage to permit develop-
ment if green infrastructure such as
green roofs or pervious are used.

The board visualizes Cranford as
“metropolitan,” in a list of economic
goals and objectives where the plan
states to “capitalize on Cranford’s
competitive advantages for economic
development, including its designa-
tion as a regional work center, metro-
politan location, extensive transpor-
tation and utility infrastructure, a
stable and highly skilled labor force
and an excellent quality of life.” It
seeks to encourage multi-story devel-
opment in the downtown, to develop
commercial and business in the down-
town, on the North, South and Cen-
tennial Avenues, and in existing cen-
ters of commerce, and in turn encour-
age an increase in mass transit usage.

Among its conservation goals, the
board seeks to pursue the develop-
ment of a township-wide green belt
incorporating natural areas, environ-
mentally sensitive areas, and scenic
areas, such as the Rahway River to
connect various parts of the township
through a unique open-space network.

Correction
The name of Garwood Board of

Education candidate for reelection,
Tina Simitz, was misspelled below
her photo to the editor on page 4 of
the September 5 issue of this newspa-
per. We apologize for the error.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRST PITCH...Jeff Torborg throws out the first pitch to his grandson, also
named Jeff Torborg, as family members snap pictures, following Saturday’s
dedication of the baseball field at Echo Lake Park as Jeff Torborg Youth  Baseball
Field for his many accomplishments as a Major League Baseball player, coach and
manager. An exhibition game ensued between Clark Little League and Spring-
field Junior Baseball League teams following the ceremony.

Fanwood Applying for
Grant for Library Project

FANWOOD — This fall, the Fan-
wood Memorial Library is moving
forward with plans to apply for a
matching grant through the New Jer-
sey Library Construction Bond Act to
address the persistent challenges of
the current building, which is not
ADA compliant, is too small, and has
a variety of structural and operational
issues, according to a borough press
release.

The grant will help the borough
facilitate an extensive redesign on the
current site and will also transform
the library into a community hub. If
approved, the matching funds from
the grant will significantly offset the
cost to the borough and allow for a
vibrant new construction project on
the same site.

“The library has for decades now
attempted to balance the demand for
world-class library service with the
current infrastructure deficiencies.
While patrons might not recognize
some of the problems the library faces
on a daily basis, trying to serve the
public has become quite challenging
in a building that is approaching 70
years old, and was updated close to
40 years ago,” according to the re-
lease.

The borough said the current facil-
ity lacks ADA access and compli-
ance, is often damp and subject to
flooding, has a leaky roof, is energy
inefficient with no insulation or way
to effectively control temperatures,
lacks program space and is unable to
provide the community with spaces
to meet, be tutored, collaborate, con-
duct business or relax.

“It is increasingly difficult to serve
the community effectively now, and
certainly on into the future,” accord-
ing to the release.

The proposed new building, devel-
oped by architect John Veisz, of
FVHD Architects and Planners, will
make the library ADA compliant and
offer a children’s department on the
main level, both small and large meet-
ing spaces, a large community room,
a business center, a teen room, com-
fortable seating around a fireplace,
and a mezzanine for materials and
seating, all while supporting current
and emerging technology.

Dan Weiss, longtime library direc-
tor, says that, “although some ques-
tion whether libraries are still rel-
evant in this digital age, the numbers
tell the tale. The count of users through
our doors has increased every year,
and in 2018 was up again 6 percent

from the previous year. In 2018 over
5,000 books were read or listened to
by summer reading club kids. We
served up over 10,300 free, high-
speed Wi-Fi sessions, and had 140,000
plus unique visits to our website. The
library provides residents with free
electronic resources like The New
York Times, Rosetta Stone, tutor.com,
SAT prep, our online streaming ser-
vices and the Friends’ supported
MuseumPass program.”

The Fanwood Library Board of
Trustees is working with a profes-
sional fundraising consultant, the
Friends of the Library, and the Fan-
wood Community Foundation to be-
gin planning a capital campaign seek-
ing private, corporate and grant do-
nations to offset the project’s cost to
the public and supplement some of
the project’s needs. The board has
already pledged $50,000 to kick off
the fundraising effort from its library
fund, money that was set aside for a
project such as this.

“We’ve been working towards this
moment for over 10 years and the
time is now,” said Library Board Presi-
dent Ann Minski, “especially given
the need and the opportunity of the
state grant significantly offsetting the
cost of construction to Fanwoodians.
We expect there will likely be fierce
competition for those funds, but
Fanwood’s project seems to be ex-
tremely well suited for the grant in
terms of eligibility, and how we align
with the stated funding priorities. We
intend to submit a strong application
as soon as it is possible to do so.”

The library trustees are optimistic
that construction will be completed
expeditiously, with provisions made
for the library to continue to serve the
community while the project is un-
derway.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RE-USING BAGS...Karen Brown, a volunteer at The Hope Chest, shows off the
Green medallion. The “Green Westfield Medallion Program” intiative is spon-
sored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) and Westfield Green
Team. All proceeds from sales of The Hope Chest store are donated to the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care and are used to pay for residential care. The
Hope Chest re-uses bags that are donated, re-uses by selling upcycled goods and
asks customers if they want a bag before giving one. See story Page 2.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNWAY OF DREAMS…At the Westfield Fashion Show, the 2nd Sunday
Funday, clothes are modeled by children, teens and adults alike at the James Ward
Mansion. The event, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, was a
fund-raising event for Runway of Dreams, a nonprofit that promotes inclusion,
acceptance and opportunity in the fashion industry for people with disabilities.
Stores in town supplied the clothing as well as raffle gift baskets. Music was
provided by EJB Entertainment and Valencia School of Music.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HONORING JEFF TORBORG...Union County Freeholders present Jeff
Torborg, center, with a resolution honoring him and dedicating the Jeff Torborg
Youth Baseball Field in his honor following the dedication of the Echo Lake Field
on Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Freeholder Sergio Granados,
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, Suzie Torborg, Jeff Torborg and
Freeholder Vice-Chair Alexander Mirabella.

County Freeholders Dedicate
Field to Jeff Torborg

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County officials joined with local
baseball legend Jeff Torborg, his fam-
ily, municipal officials from
Mountainside and Westfield, the
Union County Sheriff, and two youth
baseball teams in dedicating the Jeff
Torborg Youth Baseball Field at the
county’s Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside on Saturday afternoon.

Mr. Torborg, a native of Westfield
and former resident of Mountainside
for 30 years, was with his wife, Suzie,
his sons, Dale and Greg, and ex-
tended family to celebrate the occa-
sion.

“Suzie and I and our entire family
are so very appreciative of all the
efforts of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and their staff
in creating this beautiful new Jeff
Torborg Youth Baseball Field, which
will provide a great place for kids to
play for generations to come,” Mr.
Torborg said. “When I first was told
about this amazing tribute, I was
literally speechless...this is a tremen-
dous thrill for me and for my family.
It is an honor to be recognized by my
home county, which has been the site
of events important to generations of
my family.”

Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski, who emceed the event,
said: “Jeff Torborg is one of the most
accomplished ball players to ever
come out of Union County. Jeff went
on to achieve an impressive Major
League baseball career, both as a
player and manager, and is certainly
worthy of today’s dedication.”

Freeholder Vice-Chair Alexander
Mirabella, who introduced Mr.
Torborg and presented him with a
resolution honoring him with his col-
leagues, said, “We welcome you home
today. We are pleased to name this
field in your honor, and our hope is to
inspire future generations of our
younger county residents to follow in
your path.”

The event also included tributes
from Jim Iozzi, president of the Union
County Baseball Hall of Fame (whose
organization previously inducted Mr.
Torborg into their Hall of Fame);
Jeff’s son Greg, who read a letter of
congratulations from Chicago White
Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf, and ap-
pearances by former Major League
Baseball players Willie Randolph
(who played for the Yankees and Mets
and also managed the Mets), Al Leiter
(a former pitcher for the Mets and
Yankees), and Mike Lowell (a  former
Florida Marlin and Boston Red Sox
player), and Jay Horowitz, a long-
time Mets’ public relations guru.

Following the ribbon cutting, Mr.
Torborg threw out the first pitch to his
grandson, also named Jeff Torborg,
and an exhibition game ensued be-
tween Clark Little League and Spring-

field Junior Baseball League teams.
The youth players all wore uniforms
from the various teams Mr. Torborg
was associated with, all in his 10
uniform number.

The Freeholder Board and the
Torborg family extended their thanks
to the Chicago White Sox for donat-
ing the uniforms; the New York Mets,
and Major League Baseball for their
donations and participation, along
with Famous Dave’s and Wakefern
for making food donations.

The Torborg family also donated
memorial bench plaques to the field.
The facility additionally includes a
plaque memorializing Mr. Torborg’s
accomplishments.

The permitted youth baseball field,
which sits off Mill Lane in Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside, is open for all
teams to use by appointment by calling
the Union County Department of Parks
and Recreation at (908) 527-4900.

Mr. Torborg began his career as an
All-State catcher for Westfield High
School, and an All-American catcher
at Rutgers University, where they re-
tired his number, 10, the first-ever
uniform retired for a Rutgers Univer-
sity baseball player.

He was drafted originally by the
Los Angeles Dodgers, played for
them, and later for the California
Angels during his 10-year career. He
caught Sandy Koufax’s perfect game
and no-hitters by Bill Singer and
Nolan Ryan, and was part of Don
Drysdale’s record-setting streak of
58 and two-thirds innings of score-
less baseball.

Mr. Torborg later managed five
Major League Baseball teams — the
Cleveland Indians, White Sox, Mets,
Montreal Expos and Florida Marlins.
He served as a coach for the Yankees
for 10 years as well.

After his managing career con-
cluded, Mr. Torborg went on to spend
12 years as an award-winning televi-
sion and radio baseball broadcaster
for CBS Radio and Fox (television)
Sports.

PA Details Alternatives for
New York Bus Terminal

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRINGFIELD — The Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jersey
has big plans for the legions of com-
muters who depend on the bus to get
to their jobs in Manhattan and be-
yond. The bus terminal replacement
project is the Port Authority’s answer
to the significant influx of additional
riders projected to fill the already
overburdened corridors of the most
important hub for New Jersey’s bus
commuters.

According to their Port Authority’s
estimates, by 2040 daily passenger
trips are to increase from 260,000 to
337,000 daily passenger trips: an in-
crease of 77,000 trips altogether.
During the Port Authority’s presenta-
tion last Thursday inside the Hilton
Gardens Hotel on Route 22 West in
Springfield, the replacement project
was outlined in three alternatives or
plans that would see a new iteration
of the Port Authority bus terminal.

The first proposed plan, or site for
replacement project is dubbed Alter-
native 3 or Build-in-Pace, involves
building on the existing Port Authority
site. According to the PA’s presenta-
tion, that proposal “rebuilds the bus
terminal within all or part of the Port
Authority bus terminal footprint, lo-
cated between West 40 and 42nd Street
and 8th and 9th Avenues. Storage and
staging would be located in the new
terminal and, or at off-site locations.”
Additionally, a new 9th Avenue would
provide a direct connection from the
lower level to Lincoln Tunnel. The
second proposed plan, dubbed Alter-
native 9 or Perkins Eastman D&D,
would see the PA bus terminal relo-
cated to the Javits Center’s lower level
where a new underground bus termi-
nal would be located for both com-
muters coming to and from New Jer-
sey, and also those riders utilizing in-
tercity bus services.

According to the presentation, the
new building’s “footprint would ex-
tend from West 32nd to West 40th
Street, between 11th Avenue and the
West Side Highway.” New under-
ground bus ramps would be built to
provide connections between the Lin-
coln Tunnel and proposed terminal
with storage and staging areas being
located in the lower level of the Javits
Center. The third proposed plan,
dubbed Alternative 10 or RPA Termi-
nal under Javits, is a hybrid of the first
two plans. Commuter busing dealing
with cross Hudson commuting would
be located at a “rehabilitated Port
Authority Busing Terminal,” while
intercity busing would operate out of
the lower level of the Javits Center.

 According to the presentation, this

variant of the Javits terminal would
be a smaller version of the larger
proposed terminal in Alternative 9.
Storage and staging would also be
located in the Javits lower level.

There is another option, a no action
alternative, or better conceived as a
contingency where none of the afore-
mentioned proposals could be real-
ized. This would see the current Port
Authority bus terminal not being re-
placed, but would instead undergo
“substantial maintenance and repairs
to continue its safe use.”

During the PA’s presentation, com-
muters had an opportunity to offer
their voice. Once such rider was
Kallita Phipps from Union, NJ. Ms.
Phillips, a commuter who rides a NJ
Transit bus, went beyond the talking
points and ventured into other areas
affecting the bus experience by rais-
ing questions about the possibility of
another tunnel linking New Jersey to
New York City; the problems caused
by express lane shutdowns and a bus
terminal more friendly to riders com-
muting experience.

Ms. Phipps commented on the im-
portance of “having a Port Authority
Bus Terminal that can accommodate
increased buses, but also a terminal
that can better accommodate the flow
of passengers waiting in line,” she
said. “There are often times we have
lines crawling all over the building
with no one directing traffic. My con-
cern is how they will handle the qual-
ity of being a passenger in the termi-
nal.” Before these three alternatives
or plans can proceed forward, the
Port Authority will conclude its 120-
day public outreach period, which
began on May 23.

After this period concludes, a sum-
mary report will be made public and
reflect this period of public engage-
ment. After which, the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey will
work with the Federal Transit Admin-
istration “to initiate a formal environ-
mental review,” according Port Au-
thority documentation distributed to
the public during the public meeting.
You can still submit comments to the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey through their website
panynj.com. The PA’s estimates the
new Port Authority Bus Terminal re-
placement could be finished around
2030, according to documents avail-
able through their website.

Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
NEW BUS TERMINAL...New Jersey residents look over plans last Thursday on
the transformation of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey’s Bus
Terminal, the nation’s largest bus terminal. The presentation was held at the
Hilton Garden Inn in Springfield NJ. The project, which is expected to cost $7.5
to $10 billion, is anticipated to be finished by 2030.

Green Medallion Program
Sprouts In Downtown

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Some may begin
to see new “Green Westfield 2019”
medallion stickers sprouting up on
the windows of downtown merchants.
The medallion is to signify the busi-
ness is taking measures to be sustain-
able.

The initiative, entitled “Green
Westfield Medallion Program,” spon-
sored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) and Westfield
Green Team, is to encourage business
owners to use sustainable practices to
help protect the environment, and in
turn draw in those shoppers who con-
sider sustainability when making pur-
chases.

The program is entirely voluntary,
and business owners who want to opt-
in are asked to fill out an online ques-
tionnaire about their sustainable prac-
tices. Food-based businesses need
three points and non-food businesses
need one point to qualify for the pro-
gram. Some of the sustainable prac-
tices include: giving out bags upon
request, switching to paper straws or
giving a small discount to customers
who bring their own reusable bags.

Last Thursday, members of the
Green Team walked around to hand
out the medallions to downtown busi-
nesses that have so far earned their
medallion. Businesses that have
earned this status include 16 Pros-
pect, The Hope Chest, Savory Spice
Shop, Farinolo, the farmhouse store,
Ono Bowls, Town Bookstore, The
Bar Method, Golden Bee Antiques,
The French Martini, Round Table
Wealth Management, Westfield Fit-
ness, Outta Hand Pizza, Bovella’s
Pastry Shoppe, Patricia and Paul –
Artisans of Fine Oils and Balsamics,
Galleria West, AR Workshop
Westfield, Sole Shoes and Midas.

On a walk to hand out the medal-

lions, 16 Prospect owner Tim Boyle
showed an array of compostable and
biodegradable takeout containers he
uses. A takeout cup is made up of
cornstarch instead of plastics, and
takeout containers are compostable
or biodegradable, plus he uses paper
straws instead of plastic. “People are
thrilled about it,” he said of his busi-
ness’ use of these more environmen-
tally-friendly products. He agrees that
“something has to be done” to be
more sustainable. While these prod-
ucts do cost him anywhere between
two-and-a-half to four times more
than the typical plastic, he said he is
hopeful that if big-box retailers and
international companies begin using
the cornstarch bio-plastics that it
“would significantly lower the cost.”

Mayor Shelley Brindle is to honor
the Green Westfield medallion
awardees at the Tuesday, September
24, town council meeting. The dead-
line for responses for the 2019 pro-
gram is this Sunday, September 15.
Next year, the program is expected to
roll out again, with a bit stricter set of
criteria. The Green Team is looking
“to see where we can go on a volun-
tary basis…without pushing the is-
sue,” Green Team member Karrie
Hanson said.

The DWC and Green Team also
will publicize Green Westfield busi-
nesses regularly, including adding the
business names to the Green Team’s
webpage on the town’s website, and
highlighting awardees in the town’s
social media communications and in
the Westfield Today newsletter.

The results of the program are to be
presented to the national Main Street
program, Ms. Hanson said. Westfield
is a nationally-designated Main Street
Community.

For more information on the pro-
gram, see https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/medallion.

Police Arrest Suspect, 21,
In September 7 Burglary

WESTFIELD — Police Chief
Christopher Battiloro has announced
the arrest of Torrance Q. Williams,
Jr., 21, of Elizabeth, for burglary and
criminal attempt – burglary (both 3rd-
degree crimes), which occurred on
September 7 at approximately 2:21
a.m. Williams was also charged with
credit card theft (a 4th-degree crime).

Chief Battiloro stated that Will-
iams was observed by patrol officers
attempting to gain entry into unlocked
vehicles parked in the area of Maple
and Harrison Avenues.

Chief Battiloro credited the inves-
tigative efforts of Officers Robert
Desiato, Jr. and Richard Gill, who
were assigned to a special plainclothes
patrol detail aimed at detecting and
identifying vehicle burglary and theft
suspects.

Williams was processed at the
Westfield Police Department on the
above stated charges and subsequently
released on his own recognizance

pending a mandatory court appear-
ance on Friday, September 20 at 8:30
a.m. in State Superior Court. The crimi-
nal charges were approved by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office.

“The Westfield Police Department
is working hard to combat property
crimes,” stated Chief Battiloro. “But
our residents must do their part.
These crimes will not stop if we
continue to leave our vehicles un-
locked at night and make ourselves
such easy targets for theft. Follow
the 9 p.m. routine.”

Anyone with further information
related to these vehicle burglaries is
asked to contact Detective DaSilva at
(908) 789-6085.

Two Intersections
Require A Full Stop

WESTFIELD – At their Septem-
ber 3 meeting, the Westfield Town
Council unanimously voted to adopt
an ordinance to change Mountain
Avenue in the area of Lawrence Av-
enue, and North Avenue in the area of
West Dudley Avenue to through
streets. This change enables both in-
tersections to become stop-mandated
intersections, as opposed to their cur-
rent yield structure, providing addi-
tional pedestrian safety measures.

“The traffic pattern change that this
ordinance allows is a welcome addi-
tion to our Year of the Pedestrian
plan, as we continue to identify areas
throughout town where safety mea-
sures can be improved,” Mayor
Shelley Brindle said.

Stop signs will be installed at
these intersections in the coming
weeks, and the Westfield Police
Department will provide message
boards to remind drivers of the
change as they approach the loca-
tions. In addition, a new striping
plan will be painted at these inter-
sections that includes pedestrian
crosswalks and a more stringent
lane structure intended to mini-
mize motorists cutting left turns
too closely to the opposite side of
the roadway. Drivers and pedes-
trians are urged to take extra pre-
cautions at these intersections
when the new traffic pattern is
implemented.

Garwood Republican Party
Announces 2019 Candidates

This year’s 2019 election season
has begun. With a special election in
Garwood this year, the Republican
Party is proud to announce our candi-
dates for borough council, William
Bellomo, Victor Stevens and Joseph
Nicastro.

Garwood is at a time of transition
where we need strong dedicated lead-
ers that will help plan for Garwood’s
future.

Joseph Nicastro has been a
Garwood resident for the past five
years. He is a Berkeley Heights De-
partment of Public Works employee.

Joe fell in love with Garwood five
years ago because of the small town
feel. He enjoys being able to walk to
the parks with his wife and 3-year-old
daughter. Joe is very active in the
veteran and active-duty soldier com-
munity. Joe is looking forward to
being on council to help ensure
Garwood’s services stay home where
they belong.

Garwood has a lot of change on
the horizon. We need to plan for the
future and make sure Garwood stays
what we all love. Vote for the
Garwood Republican Team this
election to ensure Garwood’s fu-
ture.

Steve Bluafeder
Garwood GOP Chairman

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Since 1907, Oratory Prep has provided young men with true  
balance—through rigorous academics, challenging athletics, clubs  
for many interests, and opportunities to serve the community—all  
rooted in the Roman Catholic tradition. Come tour our beautiful 11-acre 
campus in Summit, NJ, connect with our outstanding students, and  
experience for yourself what makes Oratory Prep the ideal place to  
embark on your future.

Open House
Sunday, September 29, 2019
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

For more information:
908-273-1084 ext. 1 or admissions@oratoryprep.org

425 MORRIS AVENUE, SUMMIT, NJ 07901   I   ORATORYPREP.ORG

Prepared 
for Life. 
Brothers 
for Good.

Thursday, October 24, 2019
6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.

Join Us!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY

at Lantern Hill

Get an inside look at 
vibrant retirement living 
in New Providence. 

Come and tour our beautiful 

campus and maintenance-

free homes. Experience  

top-notch amenities and  

discover dozens of exciting 

clubs, classes, and activities.

Sunday,  
September 29, 2019

1:00 p.m.
535 Mountain Avenue 

New Providence, NJ 07974

Call  
1-800-208-1976
for more information  

and directions.

Bring Your Friends and Family!

New Providence  |  LanternHillCommunity.com13
73
78
67

This event will not include a formal 

marketing presentation, but sales associates 

will be on hand to answer your questions.

Scott Katz for Westfield Council
My wife Caroline and I moved

from Hoboken to Westfield to start
our family. Sixteen years and two
kids later, with our daughter in Edison
and son at the high school, we couldn’t
imagine living anywhere else.

I studied economics at Tulane in
New Orleans, where the city taught
me the power of music and food in
bringing people together. From
Quimby Street being regularly
turned into a pedestrian plaza, to
the revamped Sweet Sounds of Sum-
mer music festival, and Westfield’s
first brewery coming to the
Southside — we’re finally seeing
our community’s potential being
reached.

Having operated successful fam-
ily-owned businesses for two decades,
I understand the importance of bal-
ancing our roots with smart-growth.
Westfield is seeing the results of a
strong economic development plan,
while achieving a 0 percent munici-

pal tax increase for the first time ever.
Mayor Brindle prioritized the

fight for peak one seat rides, paved
more roads than ever before, and
initiated the community-driven
Master Plan process to revitalize
our downtown and southside busi-
nesses. In addition, the first Parks
Strategic Plans will preserve our
natural spaces while finally meet-
ing community need for modern
recreation and athletic fields, and
bicycle and pedestrian safety.

This is the impact proactive leader-
ship has made so far, and as your
Ward 4 Councilman, it’s the big-pic-
ture approach to progress I’ll work to
continue. I look forward to meeting
you and earning your vote on Novem-
ber 5. To contact or learn more, email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.

Scott Katz (D)
Ward 4 Town Council Candidate

Westfield

Andrew Bauer for Westfield BOE

Adrienne Barnes for Garwood BOE

Jenn Gilman for Westfield Council

My name is Andrew Bauer and I
am running for a seat on the Westfield
Board of Education. I am a 10-year
resident of Westfield and I have three
kids in the district (Tamaques, Edison
and Westfield High School). I feel
there is no better way I can contribute
to our community than by working to
make our schools the best they can
possibly be.

I ask you to consider the following
four qualifications as you evaluate
my candidacy. First, as a parent with
kids spread across elementary, inter-
mediate and high school, I am expe-
riencing the same concerns, chal-
lenges and excitement as parents
across the district. Second, I have
more than a decade of experience
working in accounting and finance. I

will be a thoughtful steward of your
tax dollars and eager to vet every line
item in the budget. Third, I have spent
the last seven years leading a technol-
ogy company that collaborates with
thousands of schools around the
world. Finally, I have, and always
will, maintain a commitment to hon-
est, direct and respectful communi-
cation.

Please reach out to me at
bauerforboardofed@gmail.com or
@BauerForBoardOfEd on Facebook
with your thoughts, questions and
comments. Thank you for your con-
sideration.

Andrew Bauer
Westfield Board of Education

Candidate

I am writing to share my qualifica-
tions for the Garwood Board of Edu-
cation.

As a resident for seven years with
two children attending Lincoln
School, I am aware of the successes
and challenges in our district and
town. I would like to be a voice for
community members ensuring their
needs are met, while the best educa-
tion possible is provided. As an edu-
cator in a public school for 15 years,
I have firsthand experience finding
solutions to the problems faced in
education today. Additionally, I
worked with the Merck Institute for
Science Education for nearly a de-
cade. Here, I designed and facilitated
numerous professional development
programs for teachers. Access to
meaningful professional development
is critical to teacher success.

If elected, I will advocate for in-
creased transparency within our dis-
trict. We should understand how tax
dollars are utilized to provide a high-
quality education in all aspects. This

includes the hiring and retention of
highly qualified teachers and admin-
istrators and implementation of evi-
dence-based instructional programs.
I will work to maintain the delicate
balance between the fiscal responsi-
bility to our taxpayers and the provi-
sion of a superior education for our
children. Please support me and vote
Column 2 on November 5.

Adrienne Barnes
Garwood Board of Education Cand.

Glaser Replaces Boris
For Fanwood Dems

A relative newcomer to Fanwood,
Francine Glaser sought out borough
Democrats after being active in Edison
where she grew up and served as an
elected Committeewoman. Francine
is running for the Fanwood Borough
Council seat being vacated by Tom
Kranz, who is not seeking re-election.

Kevin Boris initially ran for that
seat, winning the June Primary. Over
the summer, he resigned as a candi-
date citing increasing professional and
family commitments.

Francine will be at the Fanwood
Democrats table this Sunday at Fanny
Wood Day.

Adrienne Barnes

Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE

Mary Ann Kjetsaa

I am seeking election to the
Garwood Board of Education, hav-
ing served twice previously. My long
career in education has given me first-
hand knowledge and experience in
all aspects of education from teacher
to school administrator. In particular,
my administrative experience has
trained me to look at the big picture,
to assess “what’s going on.” As a
board member, I attended school ac-
tivities, plays/concerts, Education
Week to experience firsthand the cul-
ture of the school and the engagement
of students and staff.

During my recent service I contrib-
uted information on school safety and
security. My suggestion for a safety
vestibule was quickly implemented. I
attended a school safety and security
workshop and provided the board
with a notebook of building-wide
safety and security ideas.

I believe that the board is not maxi-
mizing the use of the school website
to provide information and engage
the community and parents. I have
made suggestions to improve it. If

elected, as in the past, I would be an
active board member who attends all
meetings and uses her education ex-
perience to make informed decisions,
fighting for the best possible educa-
tion for Garwood’s children. Please
support me on November 5 by voting
column 5.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Ph.D.
Candidate for Garwood Board of

Education

William Bellomo for Garwood Council
Ahhh School, I remember school.

The confusing part of summer va-
cation. The anticipation of a new
school year. The hassle of having
to get up early. Seeing old friends,
making new friends. A new teacher,
who will it be? Math class, I won-
der what a fraction is, how do you
add them? Gym class, always fun,
never realizing you are still learn-
ing. How to win, how to lose, team-
work. Homework, WOW , we al-
ways hated homework , what a huge
hassle.

I thought I knew what a hassle was.
Now I have the responsibility of mak-
ing sure my boys are getting to school,
keeping up in their classes. Convinc-
ing them to get their homework done.
All while trying to teach them respon-
sibility, build their character, making
sure they make good choices, treating
others with respect, don’t lie, don’t
cheat, don’t steal. Trying to explain
just because someone is doing some-
thing we don’t agree with doesn’t
make them a bad person. They are
doing what they think is right. It
doesn’t always seem to look that way
to everyone. Sometimes they just
don’t truly understand what they are
doing.

 Now I have to explain to my boys
why I am running for town council.
Like I do for my boys I have chosen to
run so I will have the responsibility of
representing the people of Garwood
and trying to make smart choices and
good decisions. Making sure their in-

terests are considered in all of our
choices. Making sure they are treated
with respect and dignity. To ensure
common sense prevails.

Yea, I wish it was as easy as the hassle
of a new school year, but sometimes we
make the effort so other don’t have to.

William Bellomo (R)
Candidate for Garwood Borough

Council

Toma to Receive Four Chaplains’ Medal
CLARK — David Toma of Clark will

receive the Four Chaplains’ Gold Medal
on October 20. The Legion of Honor
Gold Medallion is the highest and most
prestigious civilian award presented at
this time. It is given to a person whose
leadership has encompassed an extraor-
dinary global presence, and whose very
life epitomizes the spirit of the sacrifice
of the Four Chaplains.

Mr. Toma received the Legion of Honor
Award in 2004 and the Legion of Honor
Bronze Award in 2011. The Four Chap-
lains’ Medal was a decoration approved
by an Act of Congress on July 14, 1960,
a decoration that recognizes the heroic
actions of four Army Chaplains during
World War II.

Mr. Toma was born in March of 1933

the youngest of 12. His mother was a
missionary and at a young age she would
take him with her to the prisons where she
would pray for the inmates and offer
compassionate and caring words for those
with troubled lives. In 1953 he joined the
United States Marine Corps. He went on
to become a Marine boxing champ and
was named Outstanding Marine at Parris
Island boot camp.

In 1956, Mr. Toma joined the Newark
Police force where he later became a
detective on the vice, narcotic and gam-
bling squads. Working as a police officer
and detective on the mean streets of New-
ark, he experienced first-hand the great
struggle many people faced with addic-
tions to drugs and alcohol. He studied
everything he could about the effects of

narcotics and alcohol combining it with
what he learned in the streets as an under-
cover detective.

As early as the 1950’s, he began speak-
ing to groups and audiences regarding
what he had learned about the dangers of
drugs and alcohol use. During this time
Mr. Toma made thousands of arrests never
once firing his gun. He learned to infiltrate
drug gangs, often by disguising himself.

The ABC television network devel-
oped and aired a TV series based on Mr.
Toma’s life. The television series was
called “Toma” and ran for one season.
The following season the series was re-
named “Baretta” and ran successfully for
six seasons.

In November, David and his wife, Pat,
will celebrate 64 years of marriage.

My husband and I moved here to
raise our family. We wanted a place
where kids played basketball in the
driveway and the neighbors had block
parties. Soon enough, we had two
daughters in Jefferson, and Westfield
felt like home.

My life is defined by hard work, a
desire to make a difference, and a
commitment to the issues that impact
families.

After graduating magna cum laude
from Boston College, I became a
public school teacher.

Then as a legislative leader for
Moms Demand Action, I met with
New Jersey lawmakers to fight for
sensible gun reforms to make our
communities safer. And when you
needed action on pedestrian safety
in Ward 3 — I pushed for solu-
tions.

Over these past two years, Mayor
Brindle delivered some impressive
results: passing a budget with a 0
percent municipal tax increase for the
first time ever; tripled road paving;
prioritized the fight for peak one-
seat-rides; and initiated a commu-
nity-driven Master Plan process to
revitalize our downtown and enhance
our southside businesses and parks.

These results took vision, commit-
ment and informed leadership. As
your councilwoman, I look forward
to building on that progress. I am
proactive, persistent and prepared to
do the work ahead.

I’m running to be your Council-
woman to bring a solutions-oriented
approach to you in Ward 3. I look
forward to meeting you and earning
your vote on November 5. To contact

or learn more, email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com.

Jenn Gilman (D)
Ward 3 Town Council Candidate

Westfield

POW/MIA Ceremony
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
all residents and visitors to attend
the commemoration of POW/MIA
Remembrance Day in front of the
Union County Courthouse at 2 Broad
Street in Elizabeth this Friday, Sep-
tember 13. The ceremony will start
promptly at 11:15 a.m. In the event
of rain, the ceremony will in the
Freeholder Meeting Room on the
sixth floor of the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, behind the
Courthouse.

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Together, We’ll Build On Our
Strengths, The Needs Of Our Future
My three kids tell me that Westfield

will always be home, filled with
memories of the soccer teams they
played on and I coached, our favor-
ite diners for breakfast, and a his-
toric home that we brought back to
life.

I served on the Parking Advisory
Committee in 2001 and am currently
ontthe town’s reinstated Green Team.
With an engineering degree from
UMass Amherst, I built a career man-
aging risk to strengthen communi-
ties just like ours for the long-term.

We’ve seen the difference proac-
tive leadership has made so far in
Westfield. Mayor Brindle led the
effort to achieve a 0 percent mu-
nicipal tax increase for the first time,
prioritized the fight for peak one

seat rides for commuters like me,
and paved more roads than ever
before. I’m running to be your Ward
1 councilman to build on this
progress.

I look forward to supporting a long-
term vision for Westfield that revital-
izes our Downtown and reflects our
priorities: fiscal responsibility, smart
growth, sustainability, and quality of
life. Together, we’ll build on our
strengths to meet the needs of our
future.

As I continue knocking on doors
through fall, I look forward to meet-
ing you and earning your vote on
November 5.

Jim Boyes, Candidate
Westfield Ward One

Saving The Rialto
Comes At Steep Price

As a former owner of two indepen-
dent multiplex cinemas, there is a
way of trying to save the Rialto, it’s
obvious, but comes with a steep price.
The theater to continue as a first run
movie house has to be completely
renovated with new high back reclin-
ing seats, top of the line sound sys-
tem, larger screens and a lobby re-
model, which even when done still
would not guarantee success.

Ticket prices at the Rialto were
close to the same as the Cinemark in

North Plainfield and the AMC on
Route 22, which includes plenty of
room for free parking, so where would
you go?

As a longtime resident of Westfield
I, too, am saddened by it’s closing but
let’s face the facts, as we see in so
many businesses in small towns, the
Rialto Theatre could no longer afford
to keep up with the megaplexes and
will forever be missed.

Jay Shulman
Westfield

Patriot Day,
‘You Were There’

Eighteen years ago, the sun shone bright
that faithful September 11th morn. Its
light cascade down the bright steel and
glass of the Twin Towers silhouetting the
Manhattan skyline.

Quiet was in power that day.
The cloudless blue sky umbrella, the

brick and mortar of the greatest city in the
world.

In a moment in time the unthinkable
occurred, two passenger airlines filled
with men, women and children were hi-
jacked by suicidal terrorists with no in-
tention of landing. Their mission was
clear; a jihad against America. Empty of
compassion and the sanctity of life, they
fly the aircraft into the Twin Towers
consecutively. Oh the terror in the hearts
and minds of those aboard. Mothers
clutching their children and holding back
tears, reassuring them that everything is
going to be all right so they would not
know their horrible faith. Others desper-
ately texting or calling their loved ones to
say goodbye and profess their love for the
last time.

Thousands were killed upon impact.
Ensuing explosions ignited fire so in-
tense it melted the steel girders like but-
ter, collapsing the first then the second
tower resulting in a plume to that of a
nuclear bomb mushrooming high in the
sky that it blocked out the sun. Screams of

desperation echoed through the canyons
of New York and the never ending sounds
of sirens kept reverberating nonstop.

New York City wasn’t the only target
for these vicious terrorists. A third hi-
jacked aircraft struck the Pentagon in
Washington, D.C., resulting in massive
loss of life. The fourth hijacked airliner
did not hit their target. A super heroic feat
by the passengers forced that aircraft into
an open field, saving incalculable lives.

As we gather across our land to sit in
repose of all those lost on September 11,
2001, we can only image these lost chil-
dren who had their futures taken away,
how great they would have been, possible
in a medical field finding a cure for can-
cer or a scientist discovering the alterna-
tive fuel and possibly a President who
would bring peace to America and the
world.

In writing this, the emotions are over-
whelming. To those lost may the Lord
keep you close in your heavenly place. To
the survivors your strength and resolve is
undeniable.

To law enforcement, firefighters and
EMT personnel, your bravery and sacri-
fice will never be forgotten. For the rest of
us let us remain united in peace.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Mayor Todisco And Garwood Council
Were Correct On Fire Truck Decision
I’m writing today to commend Mayor

Sara Todisco and the entire borough
council on their recent decision to move
forward with the Garwood Fire
Department’s request to purchase a
ladder truck. I am fully in support of
this purchase, as well as ensuring the
equipment needs of our first respond-
ers are met whenever possible going
forward. I also want to compliment
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle on his excel-
lent and detailed presentations in both
of the town hall meetings held on this
topic earlier this year. Chief Tweedle
made clear the need for the ladder
truck while answering all resident ques-
tions during these sessions.

Back in 2011, the house next door to
mine burned. One of the things which
saved my house from burning along
with it was the speedy response of
mutual aid from all across Union
County with ladder trucks in support of
Garwood’s bravest. We were lucky that
night. My neighbors survived and my
house was saved because mutual aid
was available and arrived shortly after
our Garwood Fire Department. With-
out our own resources here in town,
someone may not be as lucky the next
time there is a fire.

While I have seen a handful of former
council members and current candi-
dates try to make this issue about put-
ting the purchase of a ladder truck on a
referendum, I’m glad the council did
their job by taking a stand and casting
a vote on this important public safety
matter. After all, they were all elected
to do the job of making decisions for
our community as a whole. That means
they need to do their due diligence in
gaining knowledge, listen to the resi-
dents, and then vote on the issues. I
attended both informal town-hall meet-
ings held in April and May where the
vast majority of citizens who spoke

supported the purchase of this ladder
truck. So I feel compelled to ask, what
is the value of a life?

Also, I must point out the newest
truck in the GFD is from 2005. This
means it is certainly time for our town
to support this important and dedicated
department with proper equipment, oth-
erwise we should begin to consider
how much more expensive it would be
if Garwood had to get a paid depart-
ment or pay to share with another town.
We have over 25 outstanding volun-
teers who make sure all calls are re-
sponded to, whether day or night. We
need to make sure they are properly
equipped so they can make a safe re-
turn to their families after being called
out to protect ours.

Our residents have seven voices
speaking for them every day: The
elected mayor and members of the bor-
ough council who represent all of us
without regard to partisanship. We all
have our say every Election Day on
who will represent us, and we delegate
to those representatives the responsi-
bility to do their homework, attend the
meetings, listen to the advice of profes-
sionals and subject matter experts and
then make the best decisions possible
for all of us. These men and women
were elected to make decisions, from
the mundane day-to-day of keeping a
town running all the way up to the very
hard choices on budgets and finances.

I believe the mayor and council got
this one right, and I applaud them for
moving forward and governing with
conviction rather than hiding behind
“let’s put it to the voters” and kicking
the can down the road yet again. The
voters will speak again this November,
and I believe they will approve of the
actions of this group of representatives
as heartily as I do.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Selcouth – Rare; unusual
2. Synocil – In zoology, a sense organ

in sponges
3. Zabra – Small sailing vessel
4. Zimb – Dipterous insect of Ethiopia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INEXTIRPABLE
1. Not subject to corruption
2. Uncontrollable; unmanageable
3. Not to be uprooted
4. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
TIND

1. To force or drive out; expel
2. To mix or jumble
3. To bend or turn
4. To kindle

INDUVIAE
1. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
2. The withered leaves which remain

on the stems of some plants
3. Discolored or blackened
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
THRENODY

1. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace

2. Of little or no consequence
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. The art of magic; legerdemain

Would It Have Been Better Had
AMC Bought Local Theaters?

Fall Brings New Opportunities
To Contribute Our Talents

For the second time in two weeks, local theatergoers
have lost a popular movie house with the closing of
the Cranford Theatre. This follows the closing of the
Rialto Theatre in Westfield. Both theaters were
operated by New Vision Theaters, which acquired
them in 2017. The buildings, however, are owned by
Jesse Sayegh through his LLCs. Mr. Sayegh oper-
ated both theaters before selling them off several
years ago, while keeping the buildings themselves.

The loss of these long-time businesses is likely
going to reduce foot traffic in both towns, which
could impact restaurants, ice cream shops and coffee
houses. Our downtowns have witnessed the closing
of a lot of long-established businesses before. The
Jolly Trolley, which was renamed The Office Beer
Bar & Grill, was a staple in Westfield for genera-
tions. And Theresa’s Restaurant in Westfield closed
after two decades. Not to mention the Music Staff,
which closed in 1999 after 32 years in downtown
Westfield.

But community-based movie theaters will be dif-
ficult to replace, as they offer entertainment to
patrons ranging from couples to families and are
within walking distance of food establishments. The
Rialto and Cranford theaters have been downtown
hubs, their lighted marquees beckoning film fans.
The operator of the two movie houses used the close
proximity of the Westfield and Cranford theaters to
treat them as a multiplex. However, the condition of
the theaters had deteriorated in recent years, while
the big movie houses like AMC in Mountainside
offer plush seating, great sound systems and a large

lobby, including the area for food and soft drinks.
But, in the end, would it have been better if AMC

owned the Westfield and Cranford theaters, as al-
most happened? AMC acquired Carmike a few
years ago in a $1.2-billion deal. The United States
Department of Justice, which challenged the merger,
in the end approved the deal on the condition that
AMC sell theaters in 15 markets in nine states where
it competes with Carmike, including here in Union
County. Locally, AMC owns the multiplex on Route
22 in Mountainside as well as multiplexes in Lin-
den, Menlo Park in Edison and at the Jersey Gardens
Mall in Elizabeth. So, Carmike sold the Westfield
and Cranford theaters to New Vision. The Justice
Department felt competition between AMC and
Carmike kept prices down and, thus, did not favor
the merger without a sell-off of some of Carmike’s
movie houses. Would AMC had invested the dollars
for the necessary upgrades? Apparently, New Vi-
sion did not want to spend the capital to make both
theaters first-class entertainment locations.

So while this is a private business issue, we hope
both the Westfield and Cranford governments can
provide input to attract another theater or some other
entertainment establishment to the area that will fit
in nicely with these two successful downtowns. But,
if nothing else, regardless of future businesses that
go in the two locations, at least let us save the
marquees, as they are part of the historic fabric of
both communities.

But, please, no housing developments in the cen-
ter of our downtowns.

While summer vacations may be over, the ap-
proaching autumn offers us myriad fresh opportuni-
ties to cultivate our talents, skills and interests right
where we live, all with the potential to enrich not just
our own lives but our overall communities.

Such opportunities abound for those of all ages,
lifestyles and backgrounds. Many area civic organi-
zations and other groups conduct their activities
from September through June, with their new sea-
sons just getting underway. They frequently extend
invitations for new members to join their ranks.

These groups span a wide range of pursuits, from
history to horticulture, education to the environ-
ment, philanthropy to community service, to list
just a sampling. Adults and youth who enjoy the
arts and literature also can find multiple outlets for
their passion. Our libraries offer book clubs, mov-
ies, craft programs and other endeavors, while our
local community theaters and music ensembles
present an engaging mix of dramas, comedies and
concerts throughout the year.

Additionally, area residents have multiple options
for broadening their horizons through The Adult
School of the Chathams, Madison and Florham
Park, of which the Westfield Adult School became a
part several years ago. A diverse range of courses
and other special programs also are available to all,
including those with special needs, through the

Westfield Area YMCA and the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA. More such activities can be discov-
ered through our municipal recreation departments.

Area houses of worship likewise are launching
their Fall calendar of events, among them prepara-
tions for upcoming religious holidays, and also
encourage members of the community to check out
all they have to offer.

Of course some of the most rewarding opportu-
nities can be found in volunteering, and many
avenues to do so are close to home as well. Our
local rescue squads are always in need of new
members to ensure sufficient coverage for all their
shifts. Among other worthy causes to which people
can donate their time are the Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care, Imagine, Caring Con-
tact, Mobile Meals and Literacy New Jersey.

A Senior Activities Expo will be held on Friday,
September 20, from 9 to 11 a.m., at Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield. Hosted by Lifelong Westfield, it
will feature exhibits and representatives from vari-
ous organizations offering social, volunteer and
employment opportunities for senior citizens.

Each of us has something to learn, something to
offer, and something we can achieve. We urge all
residents to explore the many ways they can grow as
individuals and contribute their own special gifts to
maintaining the vitality of our communities.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Speaks of Governance
I have the privilege of serving you

in the New Jersey State Assembly and
as the Assembly Minority Leader.
My approach to governing has al-
ways been to approach every issue
with an eye towards common sense
solutions.

Unfortunately, extreme one-party
rule has taken over Trenton. My op-
ponents are running to join this new
extreme wing of the Democratic Party.
They refuse to support common-sense
fiscal reforms that are necessary for
this state to survive.

New Jersey families are being
forced out of our state because they
cannot afford to stay here. That is
why I have voted against 135 tax
increases. Instead, I introduced a bill
to cap state spending at two percent.
Municipalities are required to cap
their spending. The state should have
to play by the same rules. Limiting
state spending will allow us to cut
taxes, keeping more money in your
pocket.

I have been the leader against court
imposed high-density housing. Al-
lowing the courts to continue squeez-
ing thousands of new units into our
communities will lead to higher prop-
erty taxes, more wear and tear on our
infrastructure and overwhelm our
schools.

I was elected to serve you and that
is what I will continue to do. That is
why I have been endorsed by Demo-
crats, Republicans, Independents,
multiple business groups and New
Jersey teachers.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Westfield
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Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

908-232-4407   sales@goleader.com

www.goleader.com

Save The Env iromnent
SubscribSubscribe anand AdvertisAdvertise on the

Leader ONLINE

The Last Straw

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Globalism, The Animal Kingdom, One
World Government, DEMs vs REPs

It was the night during the 80’s
after I was thrashed on a dimly lighted
indoor, green wooden tennis court
match at London’s Queen’s Club that
I predicted that a one-world govern-
ment was inevitable. It happened dur-
ing a seminar on future pharmaceuti-
cal technology when the discussion
became sidetracked by the topic of
the world’s future. At that time I was
already a pessimistic globalist. My
contribution to the discussion went as
follows: The oncoming Internet will
make instant worldwide communica-
tion available to all; the English lan-
guage will soon be the international
language understandable by most;
nuclear, biological and oncoming
cyberspace or chip warfare technol-
ogy will spiral out of control; devas-
tating manifestations of their destruc-
tive powers will occur to such an
extent that people, worldwide, will
look to a dominant international force
to control them and willingly surren-
der their freedom to a significant de-
gree in order to live in peace; a dy-
namic, charismatic leader such as
President Kennedy will take to the
worldwide web and, in English, con-
vince the apprehensive world to es-
tablish a single World Government
under his protective wing.

Considering the complex nature of
mankind, I certainly had concerns
about such a single, unelected gov-
ernment. But I hadn’t thought about
the details until the explosion of pho-
tojournalism where extremely tal-
ented cameramen brought into my
living room television the lives of the
animal kingdom. And what did I ob-
serve? Ruthless domination every-
where, ruthless killing, eating of other
living things, sleeping and mating.
Then came along President Obama
who justifiably sensed the potential
oncoming of globalism, which got
me further thinking on how the Demo-
crats and Republicans would take us
down this path. It’s self-evident that
Democrats are, perhaps due to ge-
netic or epigenetic factors, seeking to
regulate human behavior, including
that of their families, from in utero to
the crematorium. Sensing this
mindset, Democratic presidential can-
didates are unabashedly proposing

that government control many aspects
of life. And exploding technology
will undoubtedly make this possible.
This Democrat characteristic to be
dominated is behind their willingness
to surrender the globalism movement
to a third party exemplified in their
climate control crusade. Given the
aforementioned, their current gov-
ernment model clearly reflects that of
China where total domination is be-
coming invested into a single central-
ized government. China virtually de-
stroyed the Buddhist culture of Tibet
killing tens of thousands, destroying
their sacred temples and imprisoning
and indoctrinating the rest. The same
tactics hold true today with their
Muslim culture of Uighurs. To their
own people they’ve initiated massive
surveillance, brain washing and so-
cial scoring programs creating a popu-
lation of government dominated au-
tomatons. Succinctly put, Democrats
will submissively negotiate from a
position of weakness surrendering the
freedom of Americans to the forces of
the animal kingdom or the current
Chinese model of total domination.
To repeat, they can’t help it. It’s in
their nature.

Now the accumulated wisdom of
the ages teaches that it’s far best in all
walks of life to negotiate from a posi-
tion of strength in order to make an
acceptable deal. Ask anyone running
a business. The United States is un-
doubtedly the world’s strongest na-
tion offering an alternative globalism
model to the Democrat-Chinese one.
Our founding fathers, whose political
philosophy many Republicans still
embrace, structured our Constitution
to counter the destructive human
forces that are characteristic of the
animal kingdom by checks and bal-
ances on the exercise of government
power offering a Republican-Consti-
tutional globalism model. For this
reason, we should never surrender
our dominant, leadership role in the
world order. Let’s forever keep in
mind Rudyard Kipling’s words of
wisdom, “Make sure you know what
size animal you are before entering
the jungle.”

Stephen DeFelice
Westfield

Letters to the Editor

The Brindle Cyber Bullies Attack
School started up again, parents’

worries must shift again. The last
several months the worries have been
about summer related issues: sun-
burns, BBQ, packing for day trips to
the beach. As of Thursday, the con-
cerns are much different for moms
and dads; first and foremost is safety.
Over the last several years the game
has changed, drop off and pickup,
police stationed at the schools and
cyberbullying. It is a very scary time
to be a parent.

As an owner in an identity protec-
tion company, I am very much aware
of the threats in the cyber area. Here
are a few tips for parents, since your
children are phone carrying members
of society. First you should contact all
three of the major credit reporting
firms Equifax, TransUnion and
Experian and demand that they put a
lock on your child’s Social Security
number. Kids don’t understand how
easy it is for the bad guys to capture
their information now, to be used
later to steal their identity. Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, etc. are perfect
hunting grounds for the bad guys.
When bad guys take your children’s
ID and begins to use their good credit
for their purposes. It may be years
before they discover their credit had
been ruined. Worse than their credit
being used, someone could be pre-
tending to be them.

Parents most immediate concern
should be cyber bulling. At this very
young age this can be harmful in so
many ways. Make sure to have an
open dialogue with your children and
don’t be afraid to ask the hard ques-
tions. You should also ask your chil-
dren if they know of anyone else in
their class having problems. Pier pres-
sure is hard enough now that there are
so many entre points into your child’s
lives. Cyber makes it much more dan-
gerous for everyone.

Grownups, you have your own
cyber bullies to be aware of. As many
of you know the Westfield Rialto
closed a few weeks back. A group of
lawyers, finance and marketing people
contacted me as one of the creators of
The Clubhouse a very successful busi-
ness developed in an abandon build-
ing of 20 years. The Clubhouse
brought in such talent as the Cranber-
ries, the Commitments, Odis Day,
Jimmy Kerry, Rosie O’Donnell and
so many more. Over one million

people went through the doors over
11 years. Our team decided to create
a Facebook page “Save the Rialto,”
with the idea to gather information,
stories about the Rialto and develop a
plan to keep the theater alive.

This is when Brindle’s cyber bul-
lies began, within hours over 15 bul-
lies started to attack the site and me.
I found it very interesting that a third
of the bullies didn’t live in Westfield
and half of them didn’t live in NJ. You
see bullying is not limited to kids.
What Brindle’s Bullies do is attack
anyone that says something Brindle’s
team doesn’t agree with. They will
attack you to keep you quiet.

The administration has some egg on
their face with the closing of the 97-
year-old Rialto bringing the count to
over 22 businesses in downtown
Westfield closed. As people from
Westfield were putting up memories
and stories of the Rialto on this
Facebook page Brindle’s Bullies would
attack. If anything was said acknowl-
edging a decaying downtown Brindle’s
Bullies would attack. We found people
pulling their post so that they would
not be harassed. This is a disgrace
from a group of extremists. It is one
thing to engage in debate about a posi-
tion or a solution. It is completely
another to attack people for their be-
liefs. What’s next painting letters on
the front doors of our homes? The
mayor and everyone on her team should
be ashamed of these people and say so.
These bullies started attacking around
the last election. Time after time people
have told me they would like to get
more involved in the election process
in Westfield, but are so afraid of
Brindle’s Bullies they won’t get in-
volved. Shame on the Brindle admin-
istration for supporting these cowards,
this is not the example to set for the
children of Westfield.

My entire life I have been taught to
stand up to bullies. Eighteen years
ago this week a group of bullies at-
tacked our country. On that day I
spent all day with first responders
removing bodies from the rubble. I
am asking the community of Westfield
to gather the courage to stand up for
your beliefs and not be afraid of these
bullies. Please help me shed light on
these computer cowards and let the
administration know this nonsense is
unacceptable in Westfield.

Something to think about, an eagle
has both a right wing and a left wing.
I have never seen an eagle with two
left wings fly. Have you?

My name is Rich Bodmer, I am
running for Town Council Ward 2
and I hate the fact that I had to address
this topic in the town I love.

Rich Bodmer, Westfield
Ward Two Candidate

I first met Jim Boyes six years ago
when I began volunteering with Moms
Demand Action for common-sense
gun control. This was shortly after the
horrific shooting at Sandy Hook
Elementary school where 20 young
children were shot and killed in their
first-grade classrooms. The group’s
mission inspired me, and it was
refreshing to see a dad join with the
moms to advocate for our children’s
safety. In the years since, Jim has
been a dedicated and influential part
of that Union County group. He has
effectively helped spread awareness
for this national health crisis and
worked diligently to promote
common-sense gun legislation at the
state level.

I’ve also had the pleasure to
volunteer beside Jim and his wife
Maria during several local elections,
and together we worked to support
committed gun-sense candidates.
Jim’s local volunteer work includes
time devoted to Westfield’s Green

Team. The Green Team has done a
fantastic job implementing an efficient
recycle program and promoting a
healthier and more sustainable town.

Jim is someone who always can be
counted on to serve his community
and to step in whenever help is needed.
He can be trusted to make decisions
based on thorough investigation, due
diligence and problem resolution with
well-thought-out solutions. Residents
can rely on him to replace
complacency with action and to work
closely with the other Town Council
members as a strong team player. I am
confident Jim will be a great addition
to our Westfield Town Council, and
am excited to support him in the
November election.

I hope you will join me in voting
for Jim Boyes to be our Ward 1
Councilman.

Sincerely,
Christina Reis Baker
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goleader.com/form/bulletin

I Am Confident Jim Boyes Will Be A
Great Asset For Westfield Town Council

Caring Contact Needs
More Support Than Ever

WESTFIELD — According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, in 2017 more than 47,000
people in the United States died by
suicide, making it the 10th-leading
cause of death across the country. It
is the second-leading cause of death
among people ages 10 to 34. Fur-
ther, there were twice as many sui-
cides in the United States in 2017 as
there were homicides.

“Sadly, suicide first impacted my
life in 1982 when my college room-
mate took his life. In the years since
that tragedy, too many suicides and
suicide attempts have forever changed
the lives of my family members,
friends and neighbors,” said Westfield
resident Scott Jeffery.

“This past summer it happened
again when our neighbor’s only child,
Olivia Booth, a lovely, 2019
Westfield High School graduate,
ended her life. The suicide epidemic
ravaging our young people leaves no
community, including Westfield, im-
mune from the devastation of loss.”

In 2018, the National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline, which is available
anytime on a confidential and anony-
mous basis, routed the 2.2 million
calls received to 163 call centers
across the country. Caring Contact,
headquartered in Westfield, is one of
the call centers and the primary re-
sponder for five counties in New Jer-
sey. Caring Contact also offers free
and confidential warm-line services
from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily, based on
volunteer availability.

In 2018, Caring Contact’s more
than 80 highly-trained volunteers re-
sponded to 10,750 calls. The number
of calls from individuals under the
age of 18 was 27 percent greater than
in 2017. Additionally, in 2018, Car-
ing Contact worked with 15 commu-
nity organizations and trained 1,123
people in active listening, Mental
Health First Aid, Youth Mental Health
First Aid, and ASIST (Applied Sui-
cide Intervention Skills Training).

“I have the honor and pleasure of

serving on the board of directors of
Caring Contact. While the organiza-
tion has a small staff, it is volunteers
that answer the calls of individuals in
crisis,” Mr. Jeffery said.

“The operation of Caring Contact
is only possible through the generos-
ity of charitable foundations, indi-
viduals and other donors that support
the essential listening services pro-
vided by our volunteers.

“September is National Suicide
Prevention Month, and it is clear that
prevention is needed now more than
ever. If you are in a position to make
a tax-deductible contribution to sup-
port the work of Caring Contact,
please donate on the ‘Give Support’
page of the CaringContact.org website
or send a check to: Caring Contact,
P.O. Box 2376, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
Also, please consider volunteering as
a listener or in some other way. Your
contributions will help save lives; we
cannot do it without you.

“Lastly, to those suffering, in a dark
place, or feeling hopeless with no-
where to turn, especially young
people, know that you are loved and
worth so much more than you realize.
If you are in crisis, call (800) 273-
8255 to speak with someone. For
non-crisis matters, call Caring Con-
tact at (908) 232-2880. You are never
alone.”

As a resident of Westfield and more
importantly a parent of three children
still at home, my number one priority
is my children. As a board member of
both the Westfield Baseball League
and the Girls Softball League of
Westfield, as well as a coach in various
other Westfield recreational sports
programs, the children of Westfield
are a high priority in my life.

There are many parents in Westfield
who volunteer for our children — and
I want to bring to everyone's attention
one specifically — Councilman Mark
LoGrippo. Although I am not a
resident of Ward 3, I wholly support
Mark's re-election because, among
other things, he has a proven track
record for wanting and advocating
only the best for our children.

I've been a resident of Westfield for
the last 8 years. I've known Mark
through recreational sports basically
since we moved to town. When my
current 6th grade girls were 2nd
graders, I was the head coach of a
travel softball team. The first parent
to offer assistance was Mark — and
his offer was unconditional. When a
parent couldn't make a game, Mark
offered to drive their child. When I
couldn't make a game or practice,
Mark was always there — no
questions asked. When I coached one
of his children a year ago, Mark again
offered his assistance in any manner.

As an administrator of several
leagues and special events within
Westfield Baseball and Softball, I am
always in need of volunteers: coaches,
assistant coaches, parade volunteers,

etc. I never have to ask Mark to step
up to the plate. He is always the first
person to email me and volunteer —
why — because he understands the
importance of these programs and
events for our children.

Through his tenure as a Town
Councilman, Mark has and continues
to do all within his power not only as
an elected official, but as a parent, to
better the lives of our children.
Whether it's advocating for increased
and better facilities at all our local
parks — including Tamaques,
Mindowaskin and others, or bringing
to Westfield an ice skating rink so our
kids either have a local venue to skate
and/or don't have to travel long
distances or get up at the crack of
dawn for ice time, Mark only has the
best interests of our children in mind.

Mark always keeps Westfield
residents up to date on the issues that
concern our town and our children.
I've seen him walk all over Westfield
— not just during an election year —
but every year — talking to residents,
hearing their issues and working
tirelessly to improve Westfield.

I don't have a horse in this specific
re-election race since I don't live in
Ward 3 -- but I do have a horse in the
overall well-being of our children in
Westfield. That is why I support Mark
LoGrippo for Town Council.

Jay Berger
Westfield, NJ

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Councilman Mark LoGrippo
Volunteers for the Youth of Westfield

Pictured: Jay Berger (left) and Councilman Mark LoGrippo
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Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.
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our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800
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Email - owen.brand@santander.us
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countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Swenson
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Since 1928

(908) 276-9000
NJ Lic #: 4309
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SUN. SEPT. 15 10-5PM

Fannywood

for schedule of activities go to: www.fanwoodnj.org

Hosted by: Borough of Fanwood NJ

        230 South Ave, Fanwood, NJ 

Fall Mum and Plant Sale Set
At Historic Hetfield House

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Historic Restoration
Committee will hold its Annual Fall
Mum and Plant Sale Thursday through
Sunday, September 19 to 22, at the
historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House. Sale hours are 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., while supplies last.

The committee’s plant experts
travel to the grower and hand-select
each plant for this sale. The mums are
covered with buds for long-lasting
bloom. Shoppers are encouraged to
come early for the best selection.

In addition, on Friday and Satur-
day, September 20 and 21, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m., the Hetfield House
will host a huge garage/yard sale.
Proceeds from these sales help sup-

port the restoration and maintenance
of the Hetfield House and Levi Cory
House.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road), adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library.

The Mountainside Restoration
Committee is a committee of volun-
teers whose purpose is to restore and
maintain the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and the Levi Cory House, also
located at Constitution Plaza, and to
collect and save historic information
and items from destruction. For fur-
ther information, call (908) 789-9420
or go to mountainsidehistory.org.

Paul B. Babik, 72, CPA, Family Man,
Collector, Sports and Music Enthusiast

Paul B. Babik, 72, passed away on
Sunday, August 25, 2019, at
Hackensack University Medical
Center in Hackensack. Born in Eliza-
beth, he was raised in Colonia, and
had lived in Watchung since 1982.

He is survived by his loving wife of
45 years, Gita (Dharan); son, Michael,
and his wife, Allison (Gannon); daugh-
ter, Pamela, and sister, Charlotte Den-
nis. He is also survived by two grand-
daughters, Hailey and Eva, who he
adored. He is predeceased by his fa-
ther, John Babik; mother, Dorothy,
and brother, John Jr.

Paul graduated in 1969 from John
Carroll University in Cleveland,
Ohio. Trained as a CPA, he had a
career in public accounting and real
estate development in New York City
before starting his own business in
Westfield in 1993. In his later years,
he served as a corporate financial
consultant for a variety of organiza-
tions.

A lifelong collector, Paul was spe-
cifically interested in world stamps,
model trains and trading cards. He
also loved sports history and memo-
rabilia and had been a loyal Mets fan
since 1962. He loved many types of
music, especially folk, and enjoyed
spending time with his family on
Nantucket Island.

A visitation was held on Wednes-
day, August 28, 2019, at Higgins
Home for Funerals, 752 Mountain
Boulevard, Watchung, N.J. A gath-
ering took place on Thursday, Au-
gust 29, at the funeral home fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass at St. Mary’s
Stony Hill Church in Watchung. En-
tombment followed at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
name can be made to: The Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society, Donor Ser-
vices, P.O. Box 98018, Washington
DC 20090-8018.
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Esme Ambos, 95, Was Loving
Mother, Grandmother and Sister

Esme (Chester) Ambos of West
Windsor, formerly of Westfield and
of Tinton Falls, New
Jersey, died on Sunday,
September 8, 2019, at
the age of 95.

Born in Tompkins
Cove, New York, she
earned a Bachelor of
Letters degree from what
was then known as the
New Jersey College for
Women (now Douglass
College). She was a
member of the only all-
women class to have
graduated from Rutgers
University School of
Journalism and was editor of the
N.J.C. newspaper, the Caellian, her
senior year and worked for a time for
the Grey Advertising agency in New
York City after graduation.

She was married to the late Lt. Cdr.
John F. Ambos, U.S.N.R., for 62 years.
As a devoted member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Westfield, she had
a long history of volunteerism. Her
activities also included serving in many
capacities on the Westfield Republi-
can Committee and with the Douglass
College Alumnae Club of Union
County. She was also a member of
Atlas Chapter No. 99 of the Order of

The Eastern Star. She taught Sunday
school, was a Girl Scout assistant

leader, and participated
with the Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension Ser-
vice.

She is survived by her
sister, Lillian Frimpter
of San Antonio, Texas;
her children, Paul Am-
bos of Highland Park,
New Jersey, George
Ambos of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and Jane
Ambos Campbell of
Plainsboro, New Jersey,
and her grandchildren,
Leonard Ambos, John

Ambos, Elizabeth Ambos, Karen
Campbell Rangrez, Victoria Campbell
and Carolyn Campbell. Her son, Peter
Quinn Ambos, predeceased her.

Visitation will be at Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, on Sunday,
September 15, from 4 to 8 p.m. Inter-
ment will be with her late husband in
Brigadier General William C. Doyle
Memorial Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association. Please go
to: www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
offer condolences.
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Marie Rose Casella, 98, Beloved
Mother and Active Volunteer

Marie Rose Casella, 98, of
Cranford, N.J., died peacefully on
Friday, August 16, 2019, at
Morristown Medical Center.

Marie was born to
Carmela and George
Bozzo on December 12,
1920 in Greenwich Vil-
lage, N.Y. She lived on
Thompson Street until she
married. Marie was
trained as a seamstress and
worked at Bergdorf
Goodman straight out of
high school. During World
War II, she worked for
Western Electric.

Marie married
Dominick Casella on Sep-
tember 9, 1944, and the
couple lived in Washing-
ton Heights. In 1952, the pair moved
to Bergenfield, N.J., where Marie
spent most of her adult life. While
raising their three children, Marie
worked as a seamstress and was a
member of the Contemporary
Women’s Club of Bergenfield. She
later served as a cashier at Bergenfield
High School’s cafeteria for 43 years,
finally agreeing to retire at the age of
85 in 2006. In that same year, Marie
moved to Cranford, where she be-
came known by many in the neigh-
borhood because she walked every-
where in her blue coat and matching
hat. Having been raised in the city,
Marie never drove a car. During her
time in Cranford, Marie volunteered
with the Prayer Shawl Ministry at St.

Anne’s Church and at the Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen. She appreci-
ated butterflies and cardinals and be-
lieved elephants were a symbol of

good luck. She was a fan
of Frank Sinatra, the
game show “Jeopardy,”
rainbow cookies and
Canadian Club whisky.

Marie was prede-
ceased by her husband,
Dominick Casella, and
brother, George Bozzo.
She is survived by three
children, George Casella
and his wife, Diane,
Michael Casella and his
wife, Annie, and Maria
Nierstedt and her hus-
band, William; seven
grandchildren, George

Casella, Jr. and his wife, Dorothy,
Matthew Casella and his wife, Mel-
issa, Tracy McCafferty and her hus-
band, Kevin, Lisa Puglisi and her hus-
band, Joseph, Brian Casella and his
wife, Melissa, Jenna Jordan and her
husband, Kenneth, and Eric Nierstedt;
and nine great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered at St.
Anne’s Church in Garwood on Thurs-
day, August 22. Interment followed at
George Washington Memorial Park
in Paramus.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in her memory to Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen, First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, 11 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, N.J. 07016.
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Alzheimer’s Group
To Meet Sept. 20

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey
(JFSCNJ), a non-sectarian health and
social service agency, will host an
Alzheimer’s Support Group, through
Alzheimer’s New Jersey, on Friday,
September 20. It will take place from
10 to 11 a.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this program is run in accordance
with Alzheimer’s New Jersey guide-
lines. Participants are welcome to
join the group at any time. The sup-
port group is not suitable for indi-
viduals with the dementia diagnosis.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or seeking more
information about JFSCNJ’s program
for Alzheimer’s and Dementia Disor-
ders, contact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy,
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, at
agreenberg-sheedy@jfscentralnj.org,
or (908) 352-8375.

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?

Brooks Clark, 62, Formerly of Westfield;
Devoted Family Man, Teacher and Coach

Brooks A. Clark

Brooks Alexander Clark of Buxton,
Me., beloved husband, brother, cousin,
uncle, teacher, coach and mentor,
passed away on Saturday, September
7, 2019, at Maine Medical Center
after suffering a brief illness. He was
62. He was born in LaGrange, Ill., a
son of the late Stanley Jr. and Charlon
(Cairns) Clark. A gradu-
ate of Trinity-Pawling
School, Brooks then
earned his English de-
gree from the University
of Maine in 1983. He
grew up in Westfield,
N.J., and spent summers
fishing and boating in and
around Ocean Point,
Me., which gave him a
love for his adopted state.

Brooks excelled in the
classroom. Over the
years he taught many
levels and many texts,
but his passions were
American literature and well-crafted
sentences; in Melville, Hawthorne and
Fitzgerald he found inspiration and
models. His colleagues always knew
which students had been his: their
essays demonstrated polished prose
and clear thinking. He was instru-
mental in establishing an Advanced
Placement Language program at
Bonny Eagle, and his students con-
sistently tested well. Perhaps more
importantly, Brooks was able to con-
nect with a broad spectrum of stu-
dents. His instruction was never ex-
clusive, and his love of music, fishing
and sports helped him reach every
student in his classroom. His ram-
bunctious nature and accessibility
made him a beloved teacher at Bonny
Eagle and Mattanawcook Academy
over more than 35 years.

He taught as Ahab pursued the white
whale: with passion. Ahab declared
that “The path to [his] fixed purpose is
laid with iron rails, whereon [his] soul
is grooved to run. Over unsounded
gorges, through the rifled hearts of
mountains, under torrents’ beds, unerr-
ingly [he] rush [es]!” Such devotion
made Brooks one of the most beloved
staff members at Bonny Eagle High
School, and in 1996 the student council
broke with tradition to request that they
have the privilege of choosing a gradu-
ation speaker. That year, and often there-
after, their choice was Brooks Clark.

Brooks brought the same passion to
coaching as teaching. He began his
career as an educator at Mattanawcook
Academy (MA) in Lincoln, Me. He
served as a line coach under Ken
Libbey, where his linemen helped the
team win the Little Ten Conference
Class D Championship in 1996. He
also served as assistant coach and then

head wrestling coach, leading the squad
to a third place finish in the 1990 State
Championships. Along the way he
coached five MA wrestlers to indi-
vidual state championships.

Brooks brought his considerable
talents, boundless energy and rau-
cous laugh to Bonny Eagle High

School (BEHS) in the fall
of 1991. He taught all lev-
els of classes, coached
multiple sports, and edu-
cated and inspired chil-
dren and eventually their
children in his 28 years
there.

After several years as an
assistant wrestling coach,
Brooks took over the reins
as head coach of this sto-
ried program in 1996. Dur-
ing his tenure as head coach
he led the team to one state
championship and coached
12 BEHS wrestlers to indi-

vidual state championships.
He was instrumental in guiding the

Bonny Eagle football program into
Class A. He began as an assistant
coach when the new program was still
playing a Class B and C schedule. He
served as defensive coordinator when
the team made the challenging jump
into Class A. With his guidance the
team earned a 4-4 record that first year.
The following year he served as head
coach of the BEHS football team. To-
day, BE Football remains a power-
house, and Brooks was intensely proud
to watch them win multiple state titles.

Brooks touched countless lives in
his years devoted to public education.
He lived life with passion, humor, and
gusto — whether teaching, coaching,
fishing or spending time with his fam-
ily and many friends. He is prede-
ceased by his parents, and his brother,
Bayard Clark, in 2010. Brooks is sur-
vived by his beloved wife, Tina
(Pelletier) Clark of Buxton; their son/
nephew, Andrew Clark; sister, Cathryn
(Catie) Salmon; her husband, Michael;
his niece, Charlotte, of Gloucester,
Mass., and many special cousins.

A Celebration of Life will be held on
Saturday, September 14, at 4 p.m., in
the Bonny Eagle High School Gymna-
sium, 700 Saco Road, Standish, Me.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Brooks A. Clark
Memorial Fund, which will benefit
students pursuing careers in educa-
tion. Online memorial contributions
can be submitted at the Chad E. Poitras
Cremation and Funeral Service
website, www.mainefuneral.com, or
mailed to Bonny Eagle High School/
Brooks A. Clark Scholarship Fund,
700 Saco Road, Standish, ME 04084.
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Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

David Scott Montagna, 60,
Formerly of Scotch Plains

David Scott Montagna, age 60,
of Asheville, N.C., formerly of
Scotch Plains, N.J., passed away
on Sunday, September 1, 2019, af-
ter a long, brave battle with leuke-
mia. He was a 1978 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and a 1983 graduate of
Bloomsburg University.

He is survived by his wife, Debbie

Lynn (Hymen); his son, Shawn;
mother, Bernice; brothers, Tom and
Bob, and sister, Lynn (Canfield).
David was preceded in death by his
father, Thomas, and son, Nicholas.
A memorial service will take place
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
in Fanwood, N.J., on Saturday, Sep-
tember 14, at noon.

September 12, 2019

Fanwood Library Friends
To Host Fall Book Sale

FANWOOD — The Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
host its 33rd Fall Book Sale from
Thursday, September 19, to Sun-
day, September 22. Donation days
begin on Friday, September 13.

Browsers at the sale will find
books by subject matter: history,
romance, classics, art, cookbooks,
politics, crafts, science, parenting,
children, and general fiction. In
addition to hardbacks and paper-
backs, the Friends collect DVDs
and CDs, but not toys or games.

“We are looking to top last year’s
total of $12,000,” said Friends
President Carol Campell. “With all
the amazing participation — from
donors to buyers to volunteers — it
could happen, and every penny rolls
right back into the library!”

The funds collected from the sale
enable the library to offer culturally-
rich family programs and electronic
materials — from MuseumPass dis-
counted tickets to the children’s sum-
mer reading program, and e-tablets to
teen book clubs. Entrepreneurs, home
workers, students and senior citizens
have come to rely on the audiovisual
system, electronic devices and fire-
side furniture provided by book sale
funds. To join the fun and volunteer,
contact fmlbooksales@gmail.com.

The Friends’ book sale could not
succeed without the quality and quan-
tity of materials provided by resi-
dents. However, the Friends will no
longer accept videotapes and cannot
accept books that are damaged, mil-
dewed or significantly out of date.
Any unsaleable items will be returned
to the donor. Leftovers will go to
authorized organizations and clubs
specifying book type. For questions,
contact friends@fanwoodlibrary.org
or (908) 377-9270.

All donations, sorting and selling
occur at Forest Road Park, located
at 153 Forest Road, in the redbrick
building. Donation days are Friday,
September 13, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Saturday, September 14, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Sunday, September 15, noon
to 4 p.m.; Monday, September 16,
noon to 7 p.m., and Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sale days will begin Thursday, Sep-
tember 19, from 4 to 7 p.m., with
Friends Night, when people can join
the organization at the door. The sale
will continue on Friday, September
20, and Saturday, September 21, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days, and on
Sunday, September 22, from noon to
4 p.m. Sunday will be Bag Day, when
shoppers will be able to fill a pro-
vided bag for $8.

During the sale, teachers with
identification will receive a 10-
percent discount.
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RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Eligible

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

Senior Expo to Look at Finding
One’s Passion In Retirement

Gail Cassidy

WESTFIELD — Lifelong
Westfield will host a Senior Activi-
ties Expo on Friday, September 20,
from 9 to 11 a.m. It will take place at
Temple Emanu-El, lo-
cated at 756 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Se-
niors seeking social,
volunteer and employ-
ment opportunities are
encouraged to attend to
learn about the many
local clubs and organi-
zations offering such
activities. The event is
free and a light break-
fast will be served.

Gail Cassidy, a long-
time resident and active
volunteer, will kick off
the event with a talk on “Finding Your
Passion in Retirement.” Ms. Cassidy
is the author of a website and monthly
newsletter titled “Retired — Next
Phase,” which provides helpful in-
formation for seniors seeking pur-
pose in later life.

Her talk will focus on what she
describes as the four pillars of happi-
ness — Community, Purpose, Health
and Beliefs – and the action steps
seniors can take to find fulfillment.

Following her talk, participants will

have an opportunity to visit a wide
variety of clubs and organizations of-
fering social and enrichment activities
for seniors. Among the exhibitors will

be groups promoting
lifelong learning, art and
music organizations,
garden clubs, fitness
classes and more.

Local businesses and
non-profit agencies with
volunteer and part-time
employment opportuni-
ties also will be repre-
sented, including CASA
(Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates), RSVP
(Retired and Senior Vol-
unteer Program) and the
Westfield Rescue

Squad, among others.
Lifelong Westfield is an initiative

of the Mayor’s Senior Advisory Coun-
cil designed to attract and retain se-
nior citizens. This is the sixth event
hosted by the group on topics rel-
evant to seniors. For additional infor-
mation, including a calendar and in-
ventory of senior services, visit
westfieldnj.gov/lifelong. To join the
mailing list for the newsletter and
notice of future events, email
lifelong@westfieldnj.gov.

Calvary to Hold Climate Fair,
Charity Shoe Collection

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church will host a Climate
Fair this Sunday, September 15, from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The fair will
focus on “Taking Care of God’s Earth”
and will feature ways everyone can
take action to protect the planet.

Planned offerings include build-
ing compost boxes and hands-on
learning activities for young chil-
dren. Calvary also will give a reus-
able shopping bag to everyone who
turns in 25 plastic shopping bags
for recycling.

As part of the Climate Fair, Cal-
vary additionally will hold a used
shoe collection. The church hopes
to collect 25,000 pairs of shoes for
Soles4Souls, a non-profit which
fights global poverty. All donations
of wearable used and new shoes are
appreciated and can be dropped off
Sunday between the hours of 10:30

a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
The Climate Fair is Calvary’s way

of engaging in service work on
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday, a
day set aside by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
for members to make a positive
change in their community and share
God’s love. Calvary is just one of
nearly 9,100 congregations partici-
pating in this special day of service.

More information on the Climate
Fair can be found on the church’s
website, calvarycranford.com.

Calvary Lutheran Church is located
at 108 Eastman Street, Cranford. For
more information about the congre-
gation and opportunities to worship,
call the office at (908) 276-2418 or
go to calvarycranford.com. More in-
formation about the ELCA is avail-
able at ELCA.org.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
TOGETHERNESS...During last year’s Community Day at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, the prayer wall was visited by people from all over the
county. The community at large is invited to have free hot dogs and hamburg-
ers with the congregation on Sunday, September 22, following the 10 a.m.
worship service.

PCW Invites Area Residents
To Enjoy Community Day

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield has extended an
invitation to area residents and their
families to attend Community Day on
Sunday, September 22, starting at the
end of the 10 a.m. services. The an-
nual event will take place at approxi-
mately 11 a.m. on the front lawn of
the church, located at the corner of
140 Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street.

The historic, white steepled church
has been a Westfield landmark for
many years. Community Day attend-
ees will have a chance to meet Pastor
Jeremy Jinkins and the congregants
up close and personal while enjoying

free hot dogs and hamburgers with all
the fixings.

The family-friendly event also will
offer a bounce house and face paint-
ing as well as children’s games. Reg-
istration is not required; members of
the community can just show up, eat
and relax. A prayer wall will be avail-
able to write and post personal prayer
concerns or those for the town, the
country and the world.

Community Day will take place on
the same day as Westfield’s annual
FestiFall street fair. For more infor-
mation about the upcoming event,
call the church during business hours
at (908) 233-0301.

Fall Cooking, Photography,
Crossword Puzzles on Tap

WESTFIELD — Mid-September
will bring three diverse programs to
the Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

On Wednesday, September 18, at
1 p.m., a registered dietitian from
ShopRite of Garwood will present
“Peak into Fall,” a hands-on cook-
ing class for adults with healthy reci-
pes using seasonal Fall produce.

Audience members will learn tips
on how to incorporate these nutri-
ent-filled foods into their meals and
snacks in fun and creative ways. Be-
cause the class is hands on, registra-
tion is limited to 12 participants.
MURAL patrons may register be-
ginning today, Thursday, September
12, space permitting.

Additionally on September 18,
professional photographer Joel
Simpson will present “The Secrets
of Landscape Photography” at 6:30
p.m. Whether audience members like
to photograph in their backyard or
on exotic travels, Mr. Simpson can
show them how to make their land-
scapes stronger and make great wall
art. He will show photographs he has
taken around the world, what he had
to do to capture them, and how he
modified them on his computer to
make compelling art works.

A New Jersey native, Mr. Simpson
has traveled the world for photogra-
phy and has taught photography skills
for many years. He has just released
his book of worldwide geological
photography, “Earthforms: Intimate

Portraits of Our Planet,” which con-
tains his best natural scenic photo-
graphs from the past 15 years.

Interested persons are advised that
this presentation begins at 6:30 p.m.,
which is earlier than the usual library
start time for evening programs.

On Thursday, September 19, at 7
p.m., Westfield resident Ruth B.
Margolin will present “Crossword
Puzzle Construction.” This fun and
informative program is designed to
show how crossword puzzles are cre-
ated. It will cover the process of
creating a crossword puzzle, from
concept to completion, including the
rules of construction, available soft-
ware and online resources.

Ms. Margolin broke into the field
of crossword puzzle construction in
2014. She has had 10 puzzles pub-
lished in The New York Times, in-
cluding four Sunday puzzles, and
one puzzle in The Wall Street Jour-
nal. Ms. Margolin has served as an
Official at the American Crossword
Puzzle Tournament for several years.

To register for these programs,
visit the library’s website at
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
option 0.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning, quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Miller-Cory to Begin Season
Sunday With ‘Lacemaking’
WESTFIELD — The Miller-

Cory House Museum will welcome
back visitors with the first program
of its new season, “The Fine Art of
Lacemaking,” this Sunday, Septem-
ber 15, between 2 and 4 p.m.

Handmade lace – delicate, intri-
cate and time-consuming to pro-
duce — has long been an expen-
sive and desirable fashion acces-
sory. Cherished for its fine work-
manship and airy patterns, lace has
been worn since the 15th century.

On Sunday, lace makers will
demonstrate bobbin lace and talk
briefly about its history and the

different regions that practice and
celebrate this beautiful traditional
handcraft. Visitors also may try
creating basic stitches on bobbin
lace pillow forms.

The program will include tours
of the fully-furnished circa 1740
farmhouse and demonstrations of
18th-century open-hearth cooking
featuring authentic early American
techniques and recipes. The mu-
seum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield. Admission is
$5 for visitors age 13 and older; $3
for ages 3 to 12, and free for those
age 2 and under.

Mayors Wellness Campaign
To Host Chiropractic Event
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Mayors Wellness Campaign has an-
nounced its upcoming program on
chiropractic wellness. Dr. Anthony
Carusone of the Healing Arts Center
in Clark, formerly of Garwood, will
present an informational program next
Thursday, September 19, at 7 p.m.,
on the benefits of chiropractic care
and how it relates to wellness. The
event will take place in the Council
Chambers Room of Garwood Bor-
ough Hall. All are welcome.

A practicing chiropractor for many
years, Dr. Carusone became a board
certified chiropractic orthopedist in
1997 and also completed the Board
Certification program in Chiroprac-
tic Rehabilitation.

He is an avid student of many forms
of rehabilitation, developing individu-

ally-tailored programs of exercise for
many of his patients, which might
include contemporary exercise con-
cepts, martial arts and yoga. His chi-
ropractic care provides solutions to
address back pain, neck pain, head-
aches, even muscular tightness and
tension. He believes that addressing
symptoms is important, but that iden-
tification of, treatment of, and long-
lasting relief from the root causes of
a patient’s pain is more rewarding.

Garwood Borough Hall is located
at the corner of South Avenue and
Center Street. No registration is nec-
essary for this program and it is free
to all residents of Garwood and the
surrounding communities.

The Garwood Mayors Wellness
Campaign may be reached at
MWC@garwood.org.

Refugee Assistance Partners
Slate Fall Kickoff Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS — Local resi-
dents have a unique opportunity to
volunteer with refugee families who
have settled in Union County. Refugee
Assistance Partners NJ (RAP NJ), an
all-volunteer, non-profit, grassroots
Scotch Plains-Fanwood organization,
is seeking volunteers to either work
directly with refugees or to help indi-
rectly in the organization’s mission.

The Fall kickoff of the RAP NJ
Sunday Sharing program will be held
this Sunday, September 15, from 1:30
to 3 p.m., downstairs at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.

“There will be a number of new
potential volunteers attending to learn
about many different opportunities,”
said Jill Segulin, president of RAP
NJ. These opportunities include vol-
unteering at the ongoing Sunday Shar-
ing program, with RAP NJ behind the
scenes, and with the refugee families
in their host communities.

This Sunday, potential volunteers
“can browse stations describing all
the work we do and talk with other
RAP volunteers,” added Ms. Segulin.
Interested persons are asked to RSVP
to Ms. Segulin for the September 15
event by emailing info@rapnj.org.

During Sunday Sharing, held
most Sundays throughout the year,

volunteers share a communal meal
with refugees, then split up into
pairs and small groups to work
directly with refugees on tasks
ranging from improving English,
to tutoring for school work, to com-
puter skills, to becoming better
acquainted with life in New Jersey
and the United States.

A monthly meeting of RAP NJ
will be held on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 17, at 7:30 p.m., also at the
Willow Grove Church, upstairs in
the Kiep Lounge. Individuals may
attend the September 15 Sunday
Sharing, the September 17 meet-
ing, or both. No RSVP is needed
for the September 17 meeting.

“This is a great way to learn a little
bit more about the ‘big picture’ re-
garding RAP’s mission, goals, and
activities, get information about the
landscape of resettlement in our area
and what challenges refugees face, as
well as hear all the latest develop-
ments and news about RAP and the
families we serve,” said Ms. Segulin
about the September 17 meeting.

Those unable to attend on Septem-
ber 15 or 17 can still contact Ms.
Segulin for information about partici-
pating as a volunteer in the future.
More information also is available at
refugeeassistancepartnersnj.org.

Center For Hope Aux. Plans
Fashion Show-Luncheon

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Center
for Hope Auxiliary will host its 22nd
annual Fashion Show and luncheon
on Sunday, October 20. It will take
place at the Pines Manor, located at
2085 Lincoln Highway, Edison.

Tickets for the event are $65. They
currently are available and may be
purchased online at cfhh.org or by
calling Jo at (908) 276-2236 or Mary
Ann at (732) 382-6630.

The show is attended by approxi-
mately 300 women each year who
enjoy an afternoon of fashions, prizes
and lunch. This year music will be
provided by “DJ Rob” Frannicola,
with fashions from Lord & Taylor.

One hundred baskets will be raffled
off. The Grand Raffle will be a $2,000
VISA card, second prize will be a
55-inch Smart HD-TV and third prize
a $500 ShopRite card. Additionally,

there will be a 50/50 drawing and a
chance to win a “Gift Card Apron.”

All proceeds from the fashion show
will go directly to benefit the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
at 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.
The Center is a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides services for termi-
nally ill patients and their families
regardless of their financial situation.

Loving end-of-life care is given at
two inpatient facilities, in Scotch
Plains and Elizabeth, and in patients’
homes. The Auxiliary provides fi-
nancial support to the Center through
various fundraisers and through its
thrift store, The Hope Chest, located
at 26 Prospect Street, Westfield.

New members are always wel-
come. For more information, call the
store at (908) 233-9973 or visit the
center’s website: centerforhope.com.

Mountainside Library Posts
Additional September Events

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
announced multiple activities tak-
ing place at the library during the
second half of September.

Families are invited to a special
conservation presentation on
“Howling Woods Farm” on Mon-
day, September 16, at 4 p.m. Howl-
ing Woods Farm is a non-profit
educational facility located in Jack-
son Township that rescues and
places domestic-bred wolfdog hy-
brids and northern breeds. It also
provides learning experiences to
the public about wolves and
wolfdogs.

The program at the library will
include a slide show and talk about
wolf conservation and their natural
history. Afterwards, participants will
be able to meet and greet at least
two of the farm’s animals. Space is
limited. Interested persons are en-
couraged to call the library to re-
serve a spot. More information can
be found at howlingwoods.org/.

“Space Race: 1957-1975,” with
Kevin Royce, will be featured on
Thursday, September 19, at 7 p.m.
The Soviet Union stunned the world
in 1957 by putting the first artifi-
cial satellite into Earth’s orbit. In
May 1961, President John F.

Kennedy announced a daring plan
for the American space program:
landing a man on the moon before
the end of the decade.

Mr. Royce’s program will relive
the dramatic “Space Race,” from
the pioneering Mercury and Gemini
flights to the first Apollo moon
landings and the lesser-known sci-
entific missions that followed. He
will introduce the visionaries and
scientists who made space travel
possible, and the American astro-
nauts who boldly traveled “Where
no one has gone before.”

“Aging Services Kiosk” will be
available on Friday, September 20,
from 10 a.m. to noon. The Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices Division on Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Connection will
again have a staff member at the
library to answer questions about
Pharmaceutical Assistance, Home
Energy Assistance/USF Cooling
Assistance, Home Care, Home De-
livered or Congregate Meals, and
Medicaid Caregiver Relief Trans-
portation.

To register for these programs,
stop into the library or call (908)
233-0115. The Mountainside Pub-
lic Library is located at 1 Constitu-
tion Plaza.

Voting Programs To
Take Place at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — Representa-

tives from the Union County Board of
Elections will be at the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., with
information about the registration pro-
cess and to register eligible voters.

On Saturday, October 5, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., the public is invited to
a hands-on demonstration at the li-
brary of the new ExpressVote XL
voting machines that will be used
this year.

Registration is not required for these
events. The Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of the township.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
 ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

MURRAY 2 GOALS, 2 ASSTS; ‘KORZ’, WILLIAMS SCORE

Cougars Fend Off Oak Knoll
In Girls Soccer Opener, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relaxing after a big lead nearly
cost the Cranford High School girls
soccer team dearly in its season opener
with the Oak Knoll Royals at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on September
4. Within the first 12 minutes, the
home team seized a 3-0 lead and
began to believe it would be easy
sailing but the Royals chipped away
with a goal before halftime then took
control with two more goals in the
second half to knot the score before
the No. 17 ranked Cougars came to
their senses to add another goal in a 4-
3 victory.

“We know they are a quality team.
They won a sectional championship.
It’s not like you are playing a ‘B’ team
from another league, so this was an
awesome test to see where we are at,

to see where they are at and ulti-
mately to see where the conference is
at,” Cougar Head Coach Andrew
Gagliardo said.

Effective corner kicks played a
major role for the Cougars. Four min-
utes into the game senior striker
Maggie Murray launched a corner
kick from the left corner into the box
where senior striker Brooke Swandrak
and sophomore striker Riley
Korzeneski converged. For a while it
looked like Swandrak netted the goal
but it was Korzeneski, who rippled
the net.

“That’s what coach ‘G’ thought too.
We were both there but she tapped it
in,” Swandrak explained.

“They ran into each other. Riley
was on the keeper. I hit like a target
ball right into the middle. Riley tapped
off the keeper and the keeper was off-

balance, and Riley hit it right in,”
Murray described.

“Riley is a sophomore. She had six
goals for us last year playing limited
minutes. So I think she’s going to be
a big, big player for us this year. She
is definitely going to get a lot of goals
for us. For a sophomore to step up as
a starting striker with Maggie and
Brooke gives us a lot of options,” said
Coach Gagliardo, who added, “We
have a freshman Aileen McGovern, I
thought she played well today.”

Less than five minutes later, Murray
outmaneuvered a defender in the
middle and tapped in goal No. 2 past
the keeper unassisted.

“They were bobbling it around the
middle and I went at a girl and was
kicking it at her feet until it got past
her. Then it was one-on-one with the MARTIN 2 TDS, RICCI TD GRAB.; MANVILLE 2 SACKS

Holy Cross Comeback Stuns
Raiders in Grid Opener, 30-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb defense and adequate of-
fense in the first half and early in the
third quarter put the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
in the driver’s seat with a 21-0 lead
during its home opener against Holy
Cross in Scotch Plains on September
7. But hydration problems and fa-
tigue seemed to take effect afterwards
and the Lancers capitalized with suc-
cess in the air, some trickery and an
interception, while their big running
back, 235-lb Nasir Abney, kept pound-

ing away at the weary Raiders’ line,
resulting in a 30-21 Holy Cross come-
from-behind victory.

The Raiders’ stifling defense held
the Lancers to minus six yards rush-
ing and 21 yards passing in the first
half, while recording three sacks. Jun-
ior linebacker Jack Manville recorded
a four-yard sack then joined lineback-
ers Alex Werkheiser and Isaiah
Nathaniel on a six-yard sack. Junior
defensive lineman Lanre Shoyoye
added a 10-yard sack.

In the meantime, the Raiders’ of-
fense racked up 140-yards rushing on

20 carries and 41 yards in the air,
which included a 10-yard touchdown
(TD) strike from quarterback Hayden
Widder to receiver Camden Ricci.

“We were just trying to put in a
whole game. The first half we were
energized and excited to come out
here and we did what we had to do to
get it in the end zone,” Widder said.

“I would say that our defense was
clicking just like our offense. We came
in this game looking at number 11
[Abney]. We knew he was the guy we
needed to contain. We stopped them.

NELSON, SCHOSS, LYGHT & KLURMAN SCORE GOALS

Raiders ‘Swat’ Bayonne Bees
In Girls’ Soccer Opener, 4-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Total dominance from start to finish
earned the fifth-ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team a 4-0 shutout over the Bayonne
Bees in Scotch Plains on September 6.
Senior midfielder Rachel Schoss, jun-
ior attackers Corinne Lyght and Holly
Nelson and sophomore defender Leah
Klurman found the netting for the Raid-
ers. Senior Lizzy Ley and juniors Faith
Price and Georgi Vacca were credited
with assists.

The Raiders were shelling the Bees
from every direction and even
launched nine corner kicks in the first
half alone. Although there were fewer
corner kicks in the second half, the

Raiders attacked primarily from the
center and had Bayonne goalkeeper
Madison Arroyo reeling.

The Raiders’ first goal came two
minutes into the game when after
Schoss launched a corner kick into
the box, Nelson eventually got a foot
on it and ripped it past Arroyo.

“It was on the corner kick. Corrine
[Lyght] headed it but it kind of looked
like moving around in the box. Then
I turned around and it went behind the
goalie,” Nelson described.

A few Raider shots ricocheted off
the post then with 14:00 left in the
half, Schoss banged a bomb that
looped over the outstretched arms of
Arroyo and into the netting.

“It was around the blue line [around

35 yards out]. Lily [Camacho] played
it and I turned and there was literally
no one there in front of me. Everyone
was yelling ‘shoot’, so I just whacked
it,” Schoss explained.

More corner kicks and more
whackings later price set up Lyght for
the third goal.

“Lily had the ball on the left side
and she crossed it into the middle.
Faith [Price] was there and Faith was
able to play back to me and I was able
to get it past the goalie,” Lyght said.

As to the multitude of corner kicks
Lyght said, “Lizzy Ley and Rachel
Schoss were doing the corner kicks
and they had really good services and
they could pick out people, who were

MONTERO TOPS GARDINER IN COMPETITIVE MATCH

Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
In Competitive Tennis Match

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Team scores may not indicate the
degree of competition but when the
Westfield High School girls tennis
team left Cranford on September 4
with a 5-0 team victory, they were
aware that the Lady Cougars defi-
nitely provided some stiff competi-
tion.

“Overall, we were very happy with
our performance. It was our second
match this season, playing one of the
toughest teams in the county. We look
forward to a great season and hope-
fully repeat as conference champs,”
Cougar Head Coach Lisa Williams
expressed.

Blue Devil freshman Sofia Montero
and Cougar sophomore Molly
Gardiner were engaged in a long match
of exchanging volleys and keeping
serve until Montero finally won out in
two sets, 6-3, 6-3.

“Molly and Sophia played a very
competitive match that went much
longer than Molly’s typical matches
in our division. They were on serve
until Sophia broke her in each set. It
will be interesting to see if they will
meet again in the counties,” Coach

Williams said.
“Great opening match for Westfield

this season,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Matt Varhley expressed. “Cranford
played us tough today. First singles
for both teams are players to watch
this year.”

Both doubles matches went to three
sets. At first doubles, Blue Devils Ava
Pauk and Carly Burke outlasted
Amanda Newport and Kaylee
Marchesi, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3. At second
doubles, Emma Karp and Claudia

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECORDING A SACK...Raiders Isaiah Nathaniel, No. 32, and Alex Werkheiser, No. 56, sack Holy Cross Lancer
quarterback Liwanu Miller, No. 4 during their opener in Scotch Plains. The Raiders sacked Miller four times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING ON THE BALL...Cougar Kirsten Williams, No. 2, and Oak Knoll Royal Teagan Kocaj, No. 26,
concentrate on the ball during their game at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 4.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING POSITION ON THE BALL...Raider juniors Holly Nelson, No. 10, and Faith Price, No. 2, work to get position
on the ball during the home opener against the Bayonne Bees on September 6. The Raiders won 4-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A RETURN...Blue Devil freshman Sophia Montero returns the ball in
her first singles match with Cougar sophomore Molly Gardiner.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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SAL GANO, JR., ECKERT, PITONZO, ‘ACE’ VEGLIA RULE

St. Vincent Stuns St. Joes, 12-2,
For St. Bart’s Softball Crown

Courtesy of Jim Killeen for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ST. BART’S SOFTBALL CHAMPS...St. Vincent claimed the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball League Crown. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Mike DiBella, Sal Gano Jr., Chris Sarna and Dave Eckert; back row, Sal Gano Sr., Rich Pitonzo, Keith
Karyczak, Dan Margolis, Gerry Russo, John Veglia and Ross Alpert. Not pictured: Nate Mangiris, Andy Wilber, Gary Leichtling.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Joseph and St. Vincent were
immersed in a very competitive game
for the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League title until Mother
Nature decided to do some immers-
ing of her own on Labor Day at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.
Vincent led 4-2 with the Joes coming
to the plate in the bottom of the fourth.
But the rain came followed by light-
ning and more rain causing the game
to be completed this Saturday at
Jerseyland Field on September 7. The
switch in venue seemed to work in
favor of the underdog as St. Vincent
emerged with a 12-2 victory.

Prior to the beginning of the game
on Labor Day, St. Joseph captain Tom
Grycan revealed, “This is my 12th
year in the league, my seventh year as
a captain. This is my third year to the
championship. I was here once as a
captain. We lost two years ago — 0-
2 so far.”

Another veteran, Nate Mangiris of
St. Vincent revealed his hunger for a
championship.

“I have been with the league for 28
years and this is my sixth champion-

ship but I haven’t been in it since
2002. It’s 17 years. I have won two.
We have been a scrappy bunch of
guys. We just been winning. We get
along good. We got good chemistry.
Who knows what’s going to happen?
Hopefully, we are hoping for the best
to end it on a good note.”

St. Joseph veteran Tony Perconte
added, “I have been in the league 21
years. I got one championship a couple
of years ago with St. George. It took
me 19 years to get there to win. That’s
why I’m called the ‘moosh’ in the
league except for after that game I
lost that title. This is my third cham-
pionship game, so hopefully, we get
number two today.”

St. Joseph was considered to hold
the upper hand in the showdown since
pitcher Harold Hopler was fresh off
tossing a three-hitter in a 17-0 thrash-
ing of St. Anthony in the semifinals.

“We got one of the best on the
mound, so we feel good about that.
We got a solid team and, more impor-
tantly, a really good bunch of guys.
That’s what it’s all about here at St.
Bart’s,” Perconte emphasized.

“We think ‘Hop’ is the best pitcher
in the league. We like our chances

today,” Grycan added.
But St. Vincent has been on a tear,

ripping its way through the playoffs.
“You got to be careful! They won

four in a row, so they are hot. We are
going into this game like any other
game. Hopefully get off to a good
start. They got a solid team,” Perconte
warned.

At Brookside, St. Vincent had taken
a 1-0 lead in the top of the first inning
when Ross Alpert slashed a single to
right-center and scored on Dave
Eckert’s single to center.

St. Joseph struck for two runs in the
bottom of the second. Hopler hooked
a double and scored on a fielder’s
choice. With Tom Swales on first,
Bill Scheiner dinked a 15-foot single
and Bill Mellone rapped an RBI
single. Then St. Vincent grabbed its
4-2 lead in the third. Shawn Yaney,
who singled, scored on Sal Gano, Jr’s
single then Chris Sarna smacked a
two-run double to center.

But Mother Nature growled and it
was off to Jerseyland on September 7.

(This portion was recorded by Jim
Killeen)

St. Vincent showed up and St. Joe
seemed to turn into spectators due to
the pitching of ace hurler John Veglia,
who scattered six hits across six in-
nings of shut out ball. St. Vincent
played stellar defense, turning a
double play in the opening inning,
followed by a pickoff at first base,
ending St. Joe’s only threat of the
afternoon. Only one Joey even got to
second base.

Neither team scored in the fifth. St.
Vincent plated five in the sixth and
three in the eighth. According to
Killeen, “Apparently, St. Joseph left
their bats in the rain at Brookside last
Monday.”

St. Vincent burst out with a five-run
six-hit barrage in the sixth inning.
Eckert, Gerry Russo and Rich Pitonzo
each had run-scoring doubles, and St.
Vincent captain Keith Karyczak
added an RBI single to lead the way.
Karyczak, Eckert, and Alpert each
drove in runs in the eighth, as Vincent
went on to 12-2 rout of St. Joseph.

Despite the lopsided victory, St.
Joseph never gave up. Pitcher Harold
“You Got It” Hopler tried to keep his
team in the game, but the ball just did
not find the St. Joe gloves. Captain
Tom “Who Can” Grycan led his team
with never give up attitude, right down
to the last pitch. Tom “Conforto”
Swales and Dave “Chef of the Fu-
ture” Merkel provided what little of-
fense the Joeys had for the day, with
a couple of hits.

Karyczak noted that his best deci-
sion of the week was to book-end the
Gano Boys. Sal Gano Jr. leading off
and Sal Gano Sr. at the end to cleanup
the bases. “Once I did that, the rest
just took care of itself.”
St. Vincent 103 005 030 12
St. Joseph 020 000 000 2

Muscular Dystrophy Assn. Holds Fundraiser
The Muscular Dystrophy Association is holding a fundraiser for a Yankee

Bus Trip on Sunday, September 22. The Bus leaves from 430 Park Ave in
Scotch Plains. For more information, please call Tony at 202-297-7126

BLOWE, KATZ, KALNINS, KORZ, BLAZEK, DeCOSTELLO RETURN

Cougar Footballers Working
On ‘O’, ‘D’ Lineup for Opener

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many slots need to be filled and
presently a number of those positions
are still up for grabs as the Cranford
High School football team is prepar-
ing to kickoff its season by hosting
the Montgomery Cougars at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on Friday, Sep-
tember 13, at 7 p.m. The biggest well
to fill would probably be the defen-
sive line and linebacker positions, as
well as the offensive line.

Last year the Cougars, who finished
6-4, had a kind of a Jeckell and Hyde
season due to early season penalties
and late season brilliance. The Cougars
began with a 42-13 trouncing of the
North Plainfield Canucks and a 35-0
shutout of the Governor Livingston
Highlanders but penalties blew them
right out of the game with the Rahway
Indians in a 22-0 loss. Next the Cougars
edged the Voorhees Vikings, 28-21, but
then received a huge wakeup call when
they were humbled, 50-7, by the
Somerville Pioneers.

A new Cougar team emerged when
they staggered the unbeaten Summit
Hilltoppers, 25-12. The Cougars’ de-
fense exhibited their best performance
of the season to date when they held
the Hilltoppers scoreless in the sec-
ond half. After beating Immaculata,
35-7, the Cougars fell to Hillside, 39-
10. The undefeated ninth-ranked
Comets went on to win the Central
Jersey, Group 2 title.

Then came their very best all-
around performance in the opening
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 playoffs against the Linden
Tigers in the Alpha/Omega Game.
The Tigers scored on the opening
play of the game and the very last play
of the game. The rest belonged to the
Cougars in a 30-12 victory. Their
final game was a 21-0 loss to the
Phillipsburg Stateliners, who went on
to win the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 title.

The Cougars have been working
on filling the vacant slots left by Rob
Schork, Matt Doran, Zach Blevins,
Chris Guiditta, Dante Cassaro and
Ahmad Rasheed. Returning will be
senior 6-2, 295-lb nose guard Patrick
Blowe. Sophomore Kevin Shriner
could also see time at nose guard.
Senior Aidan Plick and junior Mike
Anzalone have been vying for the left
end spot. At right end will be senior
Liam Laughlin or junior Garrett
Lynch. At middle linebacker will be

junior Matt Coates or sophomore
Lucca Limiera. Outside linebackers
could be senior Mike Fanelli, juniors
Kevin Keogh and Nick Librera, and
sophomore Max Spinner.

At strong safety could be seniors
Evan Kanterman and Mike Kalnins
or juniors Dennis DeMarino or Nate
Caldwell. At free safety, junior Jake
Chapman and senior Anthony
DeCostello return. Senior JT Russell
could also be at free safety. The
cornerback positions have several
veterans with seniors Connor Katz,
Tom Korzeneski, Cole Blazek and
Luke Pachkowski.

The Cougars have a lot of versatil-
ity with their multiple spread offense.

Katz returns for his third year at quar-
terback Last year Katz completed 96
of 169 passes for 1,127 yards with
eight touchdowns and six intercep-
tions. He also rushed 86 times for 306
yards and two touchdowns. The wide
receivers will be Blazek, Korzeneski,
Matt Ronan and junior Arjun
Petgrave. Last year Blazek had 26

receptions for 358 yards and four
touchdowns. Korzeneski had 16 re-
ceptions for 167 yards.

One of four slot backs will be
Kalnins, who also had 26 receptions
for 354 yards, including a touchdown,
and added 125 rushing yards with
two touchdowns and a two-point con-
version. Last year DeCostello had 10
receptions for 95 yards and a touch-
down. Chapman and Jake DeClerico
will also be in the slot. Juniors Marcus
Johnson and DeMarino will be at
tailback and junior Diaz Dautaga will
do the place kicking.

On the line will be sophomore Matt
Fries (left tackle), Shriner (left guard),
Fanelli or sophomore Ruby Lukas at

center, Blowe (right guard) and jun-
iors Rob Stevens and Dan Quinones
at right tackle.

Next on the list after the Montgom-
ery game would be a trip to Scotch
Plains to face the Raiders on Satur-
day, September 21, at 1 p.m. Then the
Cougars will host Somerville on Fri-
day, September 27, at 7 p.m.

Raiders Swat Bayonne Bees
In Girls Soccer Opener, 4-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

unmarked. And we knew we had to
capitalize on our opportunities.”

“I think I took like five corner kicks
and Lizzy the rest,” Schoss added.

“I think we did really well with our
corners today. Everyone tried to get a
head on it and it’s helpful when you
have taller girls like Corinne, and like
Rachel and everyone else trying to get
heads on it. We were really aggressive
in the box and it worked really well
today,” Klurman expressed.

Leading 3-0 heading into the sec-
ond half there was absolutely no let
up on the part of the Raiders, which
included the subs who maintained the
furious pace.

Less than five minutes into the half,
Leah Klurman received a free kick
from approximately 25-yards out on
the left-center. She lined a left-to-
right shot into the far corner.

“I just wanted to test the goalie and
I aimed for the far corner because
there was no one really making runs.
So I placed it behind the goalie,”
Klurman explained.

The very next day, the Raiders shut
out Mendham, 3-0, in Scotch Plains.
Price scored twice and Lyght scored
once. Camacho was credited with a
save.
Bayonne 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 1 4

Contact 11, Riverside Inn 9
Pitcher Steve Wieczerzak tripled

Contact Lens into the finals. Dan
Righetti (3 hits, clutch HR), Bob
Beiner, Tim Walsh and Mike Ramirez
(key RBI singles), Anthony Miccio,
Kerry Gelb, Matt Kasper, CJ Jones
and Dr. Joe DeRosa (all with RBI) led
offensively. Tony Grabowski made
several outstanding plays as the game
ended on a tremendous double play
by Jones and Righetti. John McClung
(HR, 3 RBI), Brian Clark (4 hits) and
Ross Pennise (3 hits, 2 RBI) led Riv-
erside.

Contact won B semi series 2-1.
Linwood Inn 9, Contact Lens 8

Shawn Smith’s leadoff double and
Brian Schaefer’s single tied the game
for the Tap Men in the 6th. Then

Brian Latham tripled and Jim Sydlo
singled to put Linwood up one run.
CL&V threatened in the top of the
final inning but a double play sealed
the victory. Latham (3 hits), Tim
Mulhall, Mike DiRienzo, Richie
Johns and Smith (2 hits each) led
Linwood. Kerry Gelb (3-for-3, 3 RBI),
Tim Walsh (2B off fence), CJ Jones,
Tony Grabowski and Neil Kaufman
led Contact.
Contact Lens 13, Linwood Inn 3

Neil Kaufman (2B, 3B), Dave
Rothenberg (bases-loaded 3B), Kerry
Gelb (2B, 3B, 4 RBI), Dan Righetti
(3-for-3), and Matt Kasper, Dr. Joe
DeRosa, Tony Grabowski, Chris
Jones, Anthony Miccio, Eddie Quinn
and Scott Cohen (all with key hits),
Mike Ramirez (8 very tough defen-
sive plays) and Scott Cohen (gunned
down 2 at home) led Contact.
Linwood Inn 14, Contact Lens 9

The Tap Men came up big on de-
fense, completing three double plays
to hold CL&V scoreless entering the
6th inning to win the B Division title.
Contact scored 7 runs to pull within a
run but Linwood answered with 6 to
regain control. Tim Mulhall (3-for-3)
and Jim Sydlo, Paul Cassidy, Shawn
Smith, Joe Menza and Mike DiRienzo
(2 hits each) led Linwood. For Con-
tact Lens, Kerry Gelb, Matt Kasper,
Ed Quinn, Steve Wieczerzak, Neil
Kaufman and Dan Righetti sparkled
on offense.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL EYES ON THE BALL...Raider Rachel Schoss, No. 3, and Bayonne Bee
Adrianna Morales, No. 17, watch the ball.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

COUNTY OF UNION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed pro-
posals will be received by the Township of
Cranford, Union County, New Jersey for
the “2019 Municipal Paving Program”
project and be opened and read in public
at the Township of Cranford Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, on Thursday, Septem-
ber 26, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. prevailing time.

The project consists of roadway improve-
ments throughout various roadways in the
Township including the construction of
accessible curb ramps, concrete sidewalk,
resetting driveway pavers, reconstruction
of curbs, hot mix asphalt driveways, full-
depth pavement repairs, HMA milling and
resurfacing, traffic striping, and resetting
of existing inlet castings with minor up-
grades. All work on this contract must be
completed within forty-five (45) calendar
days from issuance of a Notice to Proceed.

Contract Documents and Drawings for
the proposed work, which have been pre-
pared by the Township Engineer, Carl P.
O’Brien, P.E. of Maser Consulting P.A.,
are on file in the Township of Cranford, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016 as well as the office of said Engi-
neer at 400 Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount
Arlington, New Jersey 07856 and may be
inspected by prospective bidders during
business hours, beginning Thursday, Sep-
tember 12, 2019.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Contract Documents by request upon
proper notice and payment of a non-re-
fundable charge of $100.00 payable to
Maser Consulting P.A. to defray the cost
thereof. Beginning on Thursday, Septem-
ber 12, 2019, Contract documents are
available for purchase at the Engineer’s
Office, Maser Consulting P.A., 400 Valley
Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington, New
Jersey 07856, (973) 398-3110. Proposals
must be made on the standard Proposal
forms in the manner designated in the
Contract documents and must be enclosed
in sealed envelopes bearing the name and
address of the Bidder and the name of the
project on the outside. The envelope must
be accompanied by a Statement of Con-
sent of Surety from a surety company
authorized to do business in the State of
New Jersey and acceptable to the munici-
pality and either a Bid Bond or a Certified
Check drawn to the order of “Township of
Cranford” for not less than ten percent
(10%) of the amount bid, except that the
check shall not exceed $20,000.00. The
successful bidder is hereby notified that a

performance bond and labor and material
(payment) bond for the full amount of this
project is required.

All bids shall be addressed to Patricia
Donahue, Township Clerk, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016. The bidding contractor shall sub-
mit one (1) original and one (1) copy of
their bid, both respectively labeled.

The award of the Contract for this project
will not be made until the necessary funds
have been provided by the Owner in a
lawful manner.

The Township or the Engineer reserves
the right to require a complete financial
and experience statement from prospec-
tive bidders showing that they have satis-
factorily completed work of the nature re-
quired before furnishing proposal forms or
specifications, or before awarding the Con-
tract.

Proposals for this Contract will only be
accepted from bidders who have properly
qualified in accordance with the require-
ments of the Contract documents.

The right is also reserved to reject any or
all bids or to waive any informalities where
such informality is not detrimental to the
best interest of the Owner. Further, the
Owner reserves the right to abandon the
project and reject the bids entirely if any
legal or state or federal administrative ac-
tion is taken against the Owner which
could delay or jeopardize the project from
commencing. The right is also reserved to
increase or decrease the quantities speci-
fied in the manner designated in the Speci-
fications.

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the following:

A. Affirmative Action requirements (P.L.
1975, C.127, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. &
N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.).

B. The provisions of the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25
et seq.).

C. Anti-Kickback Regulations under Sec-
tion 2 of the Act of June 13, 1934, known as
the Copeland Act.

D. Worker and Community Right-to-
Know Act (N.J.S.A. 34:5A-1).

E. Anti-Drug/Alcohol plan in accordance
with 49 CFR Parts 40, 199 and 391.

The bid must also be accompanied by a
list of names and addresses of all stock-
holders owning 10% or more of the stock in
accordance with the provisions of the Pub-
lic Disclosure Law (P.L. 1988, C.33,
N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2).

By order of the Township Committee

Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan, Township Administrator

Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $107.10

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 19-14-R

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ES-
TABLISHING A REPLACE-
MENT FEE FOR OFF STREET
PARKING PERMITS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on September 3, 2019.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 09/12/19, The Times Fee: $18.87

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEEP THREAT...Wide receiver Arjun Petgrave could be a deep threat for the
Cougars this season. The Cougars open at home against Montgomery this Friday.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-19-011
to be located in Zone: R3, on the premises
known as 6 Martin Place, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016, Block No. 471, Lot No. 3,
has been submitted by: Christopher D'Mello
of 6 Martin Place, Cranford, New Jersey
07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: The applicant is requesting a
C(2) variance for construction of a porch.
The minimum requirement for a front yard
setback is 25 feet where as 20 feet is being
proposed and any additional relief that
may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on 9/23/19 at 7:45
p.m. in Room 107 of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey. Any person
or persons affected by this application will
have an opportunity to present any objec-
tions to the proposed development. The
Board does, however, have the right to
exclude repetitious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Christopher D'Mello

6 Martin Place
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Borough of Garwood, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. PB19-06 to
located in a Residential zone on the pre-
mises know as known as Block No. 307 Lot
No. 14, with an address of 502 Spruce
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027 has
been submitted by William and Tammy
Kleeman, Applicant, 502 Spruce Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey 07027.

The proposed development involves a
variance for front yard setback and re-
quires the granting of relief from the zone
requirement that require a minimum street
side set back of 12.5 feet.

The Planning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on Wednesday Sep-
tember 25, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in Council
Chambers 402 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey. Any person or persons af-
fected by this application will have an op-
portunity to present any objections to the
proposed development. The Board does,
however, have the right to exclude repeti-
tious testimony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 9:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Office of the
Municipal Clerk, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey.

William and Tammy Kleeman
502 Spruce Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $33.15

Union County Senior 50+
Softball Playoff Results:

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

McCAULEY, FREER, SHAPIRO, KESSLER WF CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Gridders Preparing
For Opener with Linden Tigers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

How well and quickly the offen-
sive and defensive lines mature will
have a direct bearing on how success-
ful the Westfield High School foot-
ball team will be this season. After
three straight undefeated seasons with
Group 5 titles, last year’s Blue Dev-
ils, despite returning the majority of
skill players, were faced with fielding
a completely inexperienced line of
sophomores and juniors, with the
exception of Declan McCauley, and
the result was a 4-7 record.

The Blue Devils suffered losses to
Linden, St. Joe’s (Metuchen), Union,
Phillipsburg, Elizabeth, Piscataway
and Union City, while their victories
were over Old Bridge, Watchung
Hills, West Morris Central and
Plainfield.

The good news is that McCauley
returns for his third year at the varsity
level as do all the skill players. Addi-
tionally, the returning linemen have
one year of varsity experience tucked
under their belts.

Offensively, the 6-4, 260-lb
McCauley will be at left tackle with
junior 6-3, 290-lb Andrew Miller at
right tackle. Senior Jake Harnisher

returns at left guard and sophomore
Jack Price will be at right guard with
junior Ryan (Sean) Maher at center.
Senior John Czarnecki will be at tight
end with senior Nick Martini at the
slot.

Their effectiveness will enhance
the success of senior three-year start-
ers, quarterback Hank Shapiro and
running back Tim Alliegro, two-year
starter senior Griffin Rooney as a
receiver, and sophomore Trey
Constantinou as a receiver.

Last year Shapiro completed 146
of 253 passes for 1,681 yards and six
touchdowns with eight interceptions.
In his sophomore season when the
Blue Devils won their third straight
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 title,
Shapiro completed 107 of 189 passes
for 1,423 yards with 13 touchdowns
and four interceptions. Alliegro, who
missed the final four games last year,
carried 125 times for 495 yards, in-
cluding three touchdowns, and he also
had seven receptions for 97 yards and
one touchdown. His sophomore sea-
son, Alliegro carried 178 times for
920 yards with eight touchdowns.

Defensively, senior Matt O’Connor
and junior Jon Heard return at the
defensive tackle spots. Senior Colin
Freer, who led the team in throws for
loss and 12 sacks, returns at defen-
sive end and junior Will Heflin will
occupy the other end. Senior Reid
Colwell returns at outside linebacker

and junior Matt Shinners will also be
at outside linebacker. Senior Will
Kessler and junior Dan Shakal return
at the linebacker spot. Senior Danny
Varano returns at cornerback and jun-
ior Jordan Ortiz will fill the other
corner. The free safety will be sopho-
more James Csorba.

The special teams will consist of
junior Mack Prybylski, who will be
doing the kicking, with McCauley as
the long snapper and sophomore
Aidan Scheper as the holder. Last
year, Prybylski kicked 17 points after
touchdown and three field goals. Se-
nior Dan Hipshman may also assume
some kicking duties. Alliegro,
Rooney, Constantinou and junior
Shane Carlin will be returning the
kickoffs and punts.

“The D-Line has been a positive
during camp. O-Line is a work in
progress. We lost starter Jon Bracco
this summer to an ACL. We’re com-
ing along just a little slower than on
the ‘D’ side. McCauley is a beast
though,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno expressed.

Kessler, Shapiro, Freer and
McCauley have been selected as team
captains and they will lead the Blue
Devils into their season opener against
the Linden Tigers at Kehler Stadium
on Saturday, September 14, at 2 p.m.
Last year the Tigers stung the Blue
Devils 14-7 when a 48-yard touch-
down pass set the pace for Linden.

‘BREZ’ WIN NO. 750; OKORIE, FURFARO, KIRIAN SCORE

Raiders Rally; Defeat Steinert
In Boys Soccer Struggle, 3-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood rallied
from a 2-0 first-half deficit to defeat
Steniert, 3-2, in a boys soccer match
played on September 7 in Scotch
Plains. Nkem Okorie, Alvaro Furfaro
and Dean Kirian each scored goals
that carried the Raiders to victory.
The victory was the 750th win of
veteran Tom Breznitsky’s illustrious
career as the head coach at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood. Breznitsky has seen
all kinds of things in his many years as
Raider head coach and this particular
victory brought to mind memories of
one from last season.

“Very much resembled last year,”
said Breznitsky. “If you recall, we
won our first game then were losing
to Westfield, 2-0, and came back to
win it in overtime. Resiliency. They
know the tradition. They don’t want
to die. They don’t want to lose. They

are going to keep on working till the
very, very end.”

The Raiders faced an uphill climb
against a very strong Steinert team.
Goals by Rozario Azer and Liam
MacDonald put the visiting Spartans
up by a 2-0 lead in the first half. More
importantly, they appeared to be the
quicker team, out-hustling the Raid-
ers consistently and breaking up of-
fensive efforts at midfield.

Coach Breznitsky said, “I just

thought that we needed to get balls
played out wide because of their for-
mation that we are using now, a 4-3-3.
Four in the back, three midfielders and
three on top. Last year we used a little
bit different formation. With the 4-3-
3, when you get the balls to the cor-
ners, you become very dangerous.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finally be-
gan to turn things around when Okorie,
a sophomore, chipped one in past the
Steinert goaltender, cutting the defi-

cit to 2-1 in the 30th minute.
“Chris (Vinci) played a good ball

in and all I had to do was tap it in,”
said Okorie. “We tried pressing them
more after that. We had more en-
ergy.”

Okorie’s goal seemed to wake up a
stagnant Raider offense. The Raiders
came out in the second half and began
getting more effective offensive ef-
forts going against Steinert. This paid
off quickly when Furfaro scored on a
beautiful header off of a corner kick
sent in by Owen Murphy that tied the
game at 2-2 in the 47th minute.

“Owen whipped it in perfectly,”
said Furfaro. “It came right to my
head. It was like perfect vision, right
to me. I hit it with full force and it
went right in.”

Furfaro played a key role in what
would eventually be the winning goal
of the match when he delivered a
perfect cross that Kirian deposited
into the back of the net for a 3-2 lead
in the 59th minute.

“I started the game at right back
and then I came in for right wing,”
said Kirian. “Their defense was kind
of tired, so we worked the attack
down the midfield and then gave it
out to Alvaro on the left wing and he
crossed with his left foot and gave me
a great pass. He put the ball right on
my foot. All I had to do was aim it and
plant it. Straight kick! Nothing is bet-
ter than the game-winning goal.”

Three gorgeous goals by the Raider
offense had brought them all the way
back after a frustrating first 30 min-
utes. Now it was the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood defense, led by goaltender
Dan Coyle that took over. Coyle
stopped a pair of shots in the final 15
minutes that preserved the lead and
sent Raider Nation home happy.
Steinert 2 0 2
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 2 3

GIGLIO SCORES 2, KELESOGLU, ROKHSAR GOAL EACH

Blue Devils Blank Plainfield
In Boys’ Soccer Action, 4-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
soccer team turned in an impressive
all-around performance during a sea-
son-opening 4-0 shutout of the
Plainfield Cardinals on September 4
in Plainfield. Junior Chris Giglio
scored two goals and teammates Jack
Kelesoglu and freshman Max Rokhsar
each chipped in a goal as the Blue
Devils dominated from start to finish.
The victory avenged a 2018 home
loss to the Cardinals and gave early
notice that a re-shuffled Westfield
starting lineup is a likely contender
once again in Union County.

“This was a good road win for us,”
said Westfield Head Coach Eric Shaw.
“Plainfield is always certainly very
tough to play here. In terms of start-
ers, there are a lot of new faces on our
team. Many of them were here last
year, so the expectation of what goes
on is the same but not that many of
them played a lot last year. There is a
learning process going on and we are
still in that process but this is a good
win to grow on.”

Rokhsar got things going for the Blue
Devils when he scored on kick from the
left side that found the opposite corner
of the net for a 1-0 lead in the eighth
minute. Westfield dominated posses-
sion throughout the first half but the
host Cardinals hung tough. Westfield
took the 1-0 lead into the break.

In the second half, Westfield began
to dominate in all aspects of play.
Less than a minute into the second
half Giglio scored to make it 2-0.
Giglio scored again moments later
when he took advantage of Plainfield
goaltender Anderson Lopez, who
decided to come out and challenge.
Giglio kicked the ball around him and
it deflected in off the opposite post
for a 3-0 lead in the 44th minute.

“The first goal came off of a cross,”
said Giglio. “I got a good touch on it
and was able to put it in the back of the
net with my right foot. The second

goal was just a good ball and I was
able to spot that one in too. We worked
really hard in practice this week. They
were probably the hardest training
sessions we had all season. We put in
the work and I think that really showed
in this game. We really showed our
dominance and we made it work.”

Kelesoglu added one more for good
measure when he was the beneficiary
of a ball that made its way through a
scrum and rolled towards the net be-
hind the Cardinal goalkeeper.
Kelesoglu simply tapped the ball in
for a 4-0 lead.

Westfield’s offense was both bal-
anced and opportunistic. They out-
shot Plainfield by a 12-2 margin. John
Desena and Matias Arbalaez were both
credited with assists during the match.

“We knew based on last year that
they were a very good defensive
team,” said Arbelaez. “We knew we
had to go all out with our attacks
against them to increase our chances.
Our starting lineup has been mixed
lately and it creates good competi-
tion. Players that aren’t starting this
year have chance to step up and prove
themselves and be apart of what is
going on.”

The Blue Devils will need that kind
of all around effort as they will face
off against perennial power and bor-

der rival, Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
Thursday, September 12.
Westfield 1 3 4
Plainfield 0 0 0

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING NEEDED GOALS...Nken Okorie (17) and Alvaro Furfaro (9), along
with Dean Kirian scored needed goals for the Raiders.

Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
In Girls Tennis Match, 5-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Millwater stopped Kayla Haughey and
Julia Butka, 6-2, 2-6, 6-1.

“The other competitive matches
were the two doubles teams. Although
Westfield did not play their starting
players for first and second doubles,
Cranford battled to go three sets and
had many fierce points that ended
with great angles or passing shots,”
Coach Williams pointed out.

At second singles, Blue Devil
sophomore Natalie Zelechowski, last
year’s first singles player, defeated
sophomore Olivia Tardibuono, 6-1,
6-3. Blue Devil sophomore Katey
Peretz topped sophomore Alyssa
Colombrita, 6-0, 6-1, at third singles.

“Olivia, at second singles, played
Westfield’s former first singles
Natalie. Olivia and held her own scor-
ing four games in total. Alyssa, at

third singles, played much better than
the actual game score reflects,” Coach
Williams said.

The Blue Devils went on to defeat
Mendham, 5-0, and East Brunswick,
3-2, to win the Westfield Tournament
on September 7. Against East
Brunswick, Montero had a wild match
with Divya Venkataram but prevailed,
6-4, 6-4. Peretz dropped a tight, 6-3,
6-3, match with Gabi Lordache at
third singles. Blue Devils Mia Fleming
and Payton Silverman won at first
doubles and Annika Vesuna and Madi-
son Wright won at second doubles.

“In the win against South Brunswick
Sophia Montero defeated Divya
Venkataram, 6-4, 6-4. Last season
Venkataram was one of the stronger
players in the state,” Coach Varhley
noted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-19-008
to be located in Zone: R-1, on the premises
known as 110 Thomas Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 516, Lot No.
4, has been submitted by: Kevin & Blair
McGrath of 110 Thomas Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: Combined side yard setbacks
are to equal 30 feet, proposed setbacks
equal 24.4 feet and any additional relief
that may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on September 23,
2019 at 7:45 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Kevin & Blair McGrath

110 Thomas Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th day of
September, 2019 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Application PBA-17-00004: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization not to rec-
ommend the request from Hartz Mountain
Industries Inc., to rezone (§ 136-59 et seq.)
the property designated on the tax map of
the Township of Cranford as Block 541 Lot
2 in the C-3 Zone, the same being known
as 750 Walnut Avenue, to eliminate the
current office and warehouse use in favor
of multi- family residential use.

Donna Pedde
Secretary

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $18.36

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY COMPETITIVE MATCH...Cougar sophomore Molly Gardiner had a
very competitive first singles match against Blue Devil Sophia Montero.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING VETERAN QUARTERBACK...Blue Devil senior co-captain Hank Shapiro, No. 10, returns for his third year
at the quarterback position. The Blue Devils will open their season with the Linden Tigers this Saturday at Kehler Stadium.
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Cougars Fend Off Oak Knoll in Opener, 4-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Holy Cross Comeback Stuns Raider Gridders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Don’t Get Fed a Line of Bull!

Subscribe for the hyper-local
 journalism that matters to you!

goleader.com/form/subscribe

We were able to shut them out but the
second half, we got to come out stron-
ger next time,” Manville warned.

Raider junior running back Shawn
Martin rushed for 120 yards on 18
carries in the first half, which in-
cluded a 51-yard TD sprint down the
left sideline. Martin would add 78
yards on seven carries in the second
half, which included a 66-yard TD
run down the right sideline early in
the third quarter.

On his first TD, Martin described,
“Liam Mahr and [Mike] Banic and
[Kenny] Yeager opened up the holes.
As soon as Hayden gave me the ball,
I saw a wide open hole and I saw
Yeager blocking down a linebacker.”

“When I take the snap from Jack
[Manville at center], I try to see the
holes that he can hit and he bounces
outside. One second you see him and
the next second he’s all the way down
field in the end zone,” Widder added.

But Lancer running back Abney,
who was held to five yards in the first
half, managed to add 77 yards in the
second half, including a one-foot TD
bash in the fourth quarter. Junior wide
receiver Josiah Bello had TD recep-
tions of 20 yards and 28 yards in the
second half to go with his 26-yard
reception and 20-yard interception
for a TD with six seconds remaining
in the game.

On their second series of the game,
the Raiders were moving the ball but
fumbled and the Lancers took over at
their own 37. But on the very first
play, Raider cornerback Marshall
Young made a leaping interception at

the SPF 35. With the help of a 19-yard
reception by wide receiver Christian
Piesch, the Raiders went the distance
to cap a 13-play, 65-yard scoring drive
when Widder threw his 10-yard TD
strike to Ricci in the right corner of
the end zone with :41 left in the first
quarter. Akin Akinwunmi kicked the
first of his three points after touch-
down (PAT).

After their defense plugged the Lanc-
ers, the Raiders went on the offensive
again after sophomore Matt Power
returned a punt 15 yards to the 38. On
the fifth play, Martin took the handoff
from Widder and swept left for his 51-
yard TD with 8:23 left in the half.
Shoyoye slowed down any Lancer
drive with his 10-yard sack then Raider
Justin Clark stopped them in their tracks
with an interception that he returned
from the 20-yard line to the 41 with six
seconds on the clock.

The third quarter began well for the
Raiders when Shoyoyo recorded a
nine-yard sack to force a punt. On the
third play with the ball on the 34-yard
line, Martin swept right and hugged
the sideline for his 66-yard TD and a
21-0 Raider lead with 8:42 left in the
third quarter.

The winds changed, the Lancers
went to the air and Bello added his 20-
yard TD reception. Abney ran in the
two-point conversion to make the
score 21-8 with 4:18 on the clock.
Next the Lancers pulled off a success-
ful onside kick and took over at the
Raiders’ 41. On the fifth play, Bello
out-leaped a Raider defender for his
28-yard TD to make the score 21-14

with 1:46 left of the third quarter.
Later the Raiders were put in a hole

and had to punt from near their end
zone. The punt soared to the 42 where
Bello returned it to the 12 and the
Lancers were in business once again.
The Lancers got a first down at the
one-foot line but it took them three
plays to plug it in when Abney bashed
through with 6:04 left in the game.
Abney’s two-point conversion put the
Lancers up 22-21.

Time was not on the Raiders’ side. A
Lancer punt bounced out of bounds at
the Raider two. Bello then picked off
Widder’s pass and returned it for the
TD with 45 seconds remaining. Abney
ran in the two-point conversion.

“Our coach pointed out that we
gassed out in the second half. We
need to condition more,” Manville
said.

“I could tell in the huddle we were
gassed,” Martin added.

“We were calling plays, everyone
was cramping and the linemen weren’t
hearing and Shawn could not go any-
where. This week we got to drink
water, no soda, stay hydrated and
condition a lot,” Widder said.

“We definitely showed ourselves
and showed everybody else what we
are capable of. I am not worried about
the rest of the season,” Manville ex-
pressed.

“We are going to watch films and
we are going to work our @** off. We
are going to figure out what we got to
do,” Widder emphasized.
Holy Cross 0 0 14 16 30
Sc Pl-Fanwood 7 7   7   0 21

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD NOTICE OF LIEN SALE OF PROPERTY

FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES

Notice is hereby given that I, Karyn P. King, Tax Collector for the Township of Cranford in the County of Union, State of New Jersey,
will on September 18, 2019 at 10:00am, in the Mayor and Council Chambers at the Township of Cranford Municipal building, 8 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, expose for sale and sell the tracts and parcels of land hereinafter specified for unpaid taxes and  or other
municipal charges due, pursuant to the authority of Revised Statutes of New Jersey Title 54:5-19 et seq. Said land will be struck off and
sold to such persons as will purchase the same subject to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no such case in excess of
eighteen (18) percent per annum.  CASH, CERTIFIED CHECK, BANK CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER, will be accepted as payment for
said parcels on the day of the sale.  The payment for the sale shall be made before the conclusion of the sale; otherwise the property
will be resold. Payment of the amount due on any parcel may be made at any time before the sale, together with all interest and costs
incurred up to the time of payment by CASH, CERTIFIED CHECK, BANK CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER, whereupon the impending sale
thereof will be canceled.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.) the Water Pollution
Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10a-1 et seq.), and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1k-6 et seq.)  In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale Certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
or operator of the site. Parcels are to be sold subject to roll back taxes under the Farmland Assessment Act of 1954, improvement
assessment installments not yet due, and added or omitted assessments for improvements as provided by N.J.S.A. 54:1-63.2 and 54:4-
63.3.1. Pursuant to the Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act. (N.J.S.A. 38—:23-C18), this provision applies to the collection of taxes or
assessments and provides certain unique relief to those qualifying individuals.  If any owner is an active service man, please call the
Tax Collector at 908-709-7229. The names shown are as they appear in the most recent tax duplicate and do not necessarily mean that
the parties are the current owners of the property.

BLOCK LOT QUALIFIER OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION AMOUNT TYPE
109     4 PEREZ: SOFIA  1592 SPRINGFIELD AVE 129.77 S
118    19 NEWMARK: JEFFREY & JUDY  2 AMHERST RD 2,136.60 T
119    10 IDEN, CAROL L & WILLIAM A  21 RUTGERS RD 19,560.13 TS
126    17 HOEFLING, KENNETH & CARMELA  33 BROWN TERR 128.79 S
130    40 MORIN: ROBERTA  110 MAKATOM DR 19,145.27 TS
178     9 RUANE: EDWARD P & JILL A  7 HOLLY ST W 3,049.65 S
179    17 EVERTON: ROBERT & PAULA  25 HOLLY ST 17,224.61 TS
203     4 HARRIAT-GRANT, ELAINE  614 RIVERSIDE DR 10,319.31 T
203    21 FIORE: ANDREW, TANIA  87 GLENWOOD RD 194.95 S
245    14 SULLIVAN: JOSEPH W  203 COLUMBIA AVE 180.62 S
245    17 FREY, KARL & KEITH  209 COLUMBIA AVE 12,195.39 TS
265     2    -C083B- - ALBANI, NICK & LINDA 217 PROSPECT AV APT 8-3B 182.28 S
267     3 RYDER: FRANCES ESTATE  208 ORANGE AVE 2,972.75 T
403    19 NIOTIS: GEORGE / KETIKIDIS: C & M  58 BURNSIDE AVE 378.50 S
414     4.02 163 HILLCREST LLC  163 HILLCREST AVE 4,820.84 TS
419     3 DAVITT, MICHAEL J & TIFFANY M  45 HILLCREST AVE 12,892.07 T
420    16 DESAI, ANISH  31 BURNSIDE AVE 1,381.07 S
423     5 HOURIGAN: MARGARET  100 RETFORD AVE 5,273.67 TS
423    22 CONLON: REGINA E  115 UNION AVE S 226.84 S
487    12 SENI REAL ESTATE HOLDING II LLC  14 GROVE ST 2,554.63 TS
491    23 CAETANO: HELDER & SUSANA/VICENTE: J  367 WALNUT AVE 204.74 S
500     2 4 PINE STREET LLC  4 PINE ST 3,296.36 T
505.01     1    -C0309- - CIESLIK: KARIN 309 LINCOLN PARK E 169.06 S
505.02     1    -C0402- - RICE: ALYSON W 402 LINCOLN PARK E 159.85 S
571     5 MATLOSZ: PAWEL  214 DIETZ ST 201.48 S
573    12.01 ELIZABETH ERDODY LIVING TRUST  112 BRYANT AVE 2,713.00 T
591     1 GRZYB, MARIUSZ  4 ROSE ST 2,246.23 T
593     9 9 GARDEN PLACE LLC  9 GARDEN PL 3,072.87 TS
595    12 METZGER, MICHAEL  2 CRANFORD TERR 6,866.57 TS
596     4 EGGLESTON: ESTHER  33 WALL ST 210.06 S
599     2 2 MCCLELLAN REALTY LLC  2 MC CLELLAN ST 6,605.31 TS
602    23 3 MCLELLAN LLC  3 MC CLELLAN ST 1,636.32 T
604     6 DANIELS, SHIRLEY ANN & MICHELE L  6 GRANT ST 9,282.03 T
608    16 BROWN: RANDY E & MARIA E  3 HAYES ST 100.87 S
611    19 PODBEREZNIAK, ANDREW & DURKA, JACEK  12 RAMAPO CT 281.61 TS
631     9 JACK: ANGELA D  5 RAMAPO RD 5,453.94 TS

T-Property Taxes W-Water S-Sewer E-Electric O-Other A-Sp Assmnt 1-Misc 2-Board Up 3-Demolition
Karyn P. King, Collector of Taxes

4 T - 08/22, 08/29, 09/05 & 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $618.12

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD, NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY

FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public
auction on Wednesday October 2nd, 2019 in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may be adjourned, all
of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the
owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1,
et seq. as computed to the 2nd day of October 2019.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of municipal liens chargeable against each parcel
of said land assessed as one parcel, together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest rate
of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified
check or money order or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties for which there
are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with interest and costs. Payments must be in the
form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution
Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLOCK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION AMOUNT TYPE
4 3 HORNING, JAMES R & PRISCILLA 224 FARLEY AVE 76.83 S
5 1 EATON, MATTHEW & FARINAS, BRITTANY 127 MIDWAY AVE 95.64 S
9 9 MONAHAN, CHRISTOPHER H & MARY L 81 MADISON AVE 90.37 S
10 4 EVAN SAMPSON; SHUSTER, ELLA 174 RUSSELL RD 90.98 S
13 2 FRACHIA, JOSE 240 NORTH MARTINE AVE 88.20 S
15 6 KLINGMAN, RHODA - KALISKY, HILARY 205 FOREST RD 83.23 S
19 17 KALISKY, HILARY M 85 PLEASANT AVENUE 103.90 S
24 9.01 FELA,DEBRA 167 PLEASANT AVE 12,424.15 T
26 51 ZERVOS, THEODORE & TRSTENSKY, PEGGY 24 MARY LANE 2,858.24 T
28 8 BARBER, RICHARD & SLIM, SUSAN 159 WILLOUGHBY RD 99.16 S
34 17.02 RYDER,CHRISTOPHER S & BLANCHE S 183 WATSON RD 123.96 S
39 5 WHELAN, THOMAS J 19 LINDA PLACE 112.18 S
39 40.01 MESSERCOLA, MICHELE A 96 WOODLAND AVENUE 961.48 T
42 18 FYNES, CORMAC & PEGGY K 25 BIRCHWOOD TER 106.90 S
48 12 ROSENTHAL, MATTHEW S & MARISSA N 31 PATERSON RD 89.64 S
50 2 HOPKINS, TIMOTHY & YOLANDA 83 FARLEY AVE 98.12 S
55 1 1 SOUTH AVENUE LLC 1 SOUTH AVE 161.59 S
59 10 WALTER,BRIAN J,ET ALLS 51 FOURTH ST 85.40 S
60 16 HANSEN, MARGIT JUNE 52A SECOND ST 6,210.82 T
60 17 AGUILUCHO, MARIA T 199 LA GRANDE AVENUE 67.83 S
68 4 TUPELO HILL ASSOCIATES LLC 320 NORTH AVE 7,223.50 TS
68 5 TUPELO HILL ASSOCIATES LLC 324 NORTH AVENUE 9,217.37 TS
68 22 KUKLO, BENJAMIN W 450 NORTH AVE 98.54 S
69 4 AGUILUCHO, MARIA T 371 SOUTH AVE 89.64 S
78 24 WHITE, MATTHEW D 493 TERRILL ROAD 12,378.54 TS
80 10 KANE, DEFA F BINTOU 43 ASHWORTH COURT 99.47 S
86 4 MILEWITS, MARTIN M 71 SECOND ST 1,699.82 T
90 10 TUPELO HILL ASSOC/CHECCHIO,J. 99 S MARTINE AVE 5,873.57 TS
91 22 LEPANO,TOMMY & CHRISTINA 345 LA GRANDE AVE 86.53 S
96 14 CRONA, J - SMITH, M 56 CHETWOOD TERRACE 96.05 S
101 7 U S BANK TRUST N A TR 131 KING STREET 113.31 S
102 24 KEEN, HARRY E & DONNA L 145 KING ST 94.60 S
103 8 LEMBO,MICHAEL S 163 BELVIDERE AVE 91.20 S
105 16 MALONE, WILLIAM J III & BARBARA J 187 KING ST 99.47 S
107 13 CARY, ANTHONY & ELIZABETH 231 KING ST 98.32 S
116 59 CURRY,FRANCES WATSON 11 ROOSEVELT AVE 2,620.77 T
118 1 GREEN 233 S MARTINE AVE LLC 233 S MARTINE AVE 8,057.46 T

T-Property Taxes W-Water S-Sewer E-Electric O-Other A-Sp Assmnt 1-Misc 2-Board Up 3-Demolition
Colleen M. Huehn,

Tax/Utility Collector
4 T - 09/05, 09/12, 09/19 & 09/26/19, The Times Fee: $636.48

goalie. She came at me and I tapped it
by her,” Murray explained.

Three minutes later, Murray
launched a corner kick from the right
side and junior Kirsten Williams
zoomed forward and gave the Cou-
gars a 3-0 lead with 28:05 left in the
half.

“I usually either make a far run to
the opposite end or I go on the goalie
but I decided to stay on the top of the
box because I knew it kept popping
out. I was fortunate enough to be there
and I stayed with it and hit it in the
right corner,” Williams described.

But a bit of a change in momentum
put the Cougar defenders of seniors
Claire Ganley and Caroline Ewing,
and juniors Abby Ahern and Morgan
Heim to the test as well as senior

goalkeeper Amanda Vath, who made
a diving smother of a shot. Royal
striker Yasla Ngoma drilled a shot
off the crossbar. Then finally with
6:18 left in the half, Julia Ford on an
assist from Devon Gogerty, made

the score 3-1.
The momentum definitely shifted

to the Royals in the second half. This
time Cougar keeper Maya Jones was
put to the test and managed to make
two super saves, one by tipping a shot
over the crossbar. Ngoma banged a
wicked shot off the left post then with
19:48 on the clock, Aine Maseker
connected. Within 30 seconds, the
score was tied when Maggie McCabe
found the net.

“We kept getting beat down the
side then they would find it into the
middle, so I communicated with Mor-
gan who was on my side. When she
would get beat then I would pressure
the girl. She would come in and pres-
sure behind me. Then Abby would
then line up behind her then Caroline

to prevent other goals from happen-
ing,” Ganley explained.

It was a new ball game and the
Cougars had to react, and they did.
With 11:42 remaining, McGovern was
taken down in the box setting up a

penalty kick (PK). Murray stepped
up and slid a low shot just to the right
of the keeper. With 40 seconds left,
the Royals made one last effort but
Jones made a leaping save to secure
the win.

“The fact that we were able to get
both keepers in today in this type of
game was great. We wanted to get
Maya going. I thought she did a fan-
tastic job. Both keepers did great,”
Coach Gagliardo said.

“We were really consistent in the
first half. We were very strong but
come halftime I think we were in our
heads. We thought it was going to be
the same and we wouldn’t have to
come out strong, which caused a
downfall. It’s something we need to
work on,” Swandrak said.

“The first 25 minutes were pretty
solid. We dropped off a bit and
dropped in the second half as well.
There were some good moments but
there were also so many moments
where we know we have to improve
on the positioning, we have to im-
prove on communicating more. But
we stayed with it and we were lucky
enough to battle it out at the end,”
Williams said.

“I wouldn’t say we got cocky but
we definitely got comfortable and we
weren’t running at them as hard as we
could. And our runs weren’t 100 per-
cent effort. Once they got two goals in
on us, I think we thought we need to
pick it up. Everyone got a little frus-
trated but we were able to cool down
as a team,” Murray said.

“From my point of view I feel we
got out of position. The defense and
the forwards all disconnected then
towards the end we started to defend
together and that gave us opportuni-
ties on goals,” Ganley answered.

“It wasn’t really on for us. Our
touches were a little off. Our mental-
ity flipped a little bit after going up 3-
0. We thought we kind of had the
game and Oak Knoll worked really
hard to come back. I tell the girls good
teams find a way to win and I think we
found a way to win today,” Coach
Gagliardo expressed.
Oak Knoll 1 2 3
Cranford 3 1 4

Avengers 13, Cranford VFW2 11
The Avengers scored 10 runs in the

5th to take the a 13-7 lead. Anthony
Abbaleo, Moe Fernandez and Joe
Brown (3 hits apiece), Leo DiGuilio,
Geno Raisley, Doc Henley Black, Sal
Iannaconne and Alan Schachman (2
hits each) led The Avengers. Big hit-
ters for VFW were Vic Trindade (4-
for-4, 3R), Bill Early (3-for-3, 2B,
3R, 4RBI), Ken Murray (3-for-3, R,
2RBI), Dave Woodruff (2-for-3, 3B,
R, 3RBI) and Gerard McDermott (2-
for-4, 2R, RBI).
Yogi’s Boys 13, Roselle Am. Leg. 7

Yogi’s Boys advanced to the A Di-
vision championship. Yogi’s Boys
trailed 7-3 after 4 innings but scored
10 unanswered runs to seal the vic-
tory. Pitcher Sal Martino (complete
game, 2 hits), Anthony Santorelli (3
hits, 2 game-saving catches), Gary
Pence (2 hits, great shortstop play)
led Yogi’s Boys.

Cranford VFW2 17, Avengers 10
Cranford VFW2 came back to knot

the series. The Vets scored 3 in the
first, 6 in the second and 4 in the third,
and showed a solid defensive effort.
Kevin Carroll (2-for-4, 2 2B, 2R,
3RBI), Dave Drechsel (3-for-3, 2R,
2RBI), Ken Murray (2-for-3, R,
3RBI), Gerard McDermott (3-for-3,
2B, 3B, 2R, 2RBI), Charlie
Wischusen (2-for-3, R, 2RBI), and
George Merlo (2-for-3, 2 RBI), and
pitcher Tom Rutkowski led the VFW.
Geno Raisley (3-for-3) and Steve
Falco, Anthony Abbaleo, Sal
Iannaconne and Steve Landau (2 hits
each) led The Avengers.
Yogi’s Boys 16, Liberty Lighting 9

A Final Game 1: Sal Martino (solid
pitching) and Joe Massimino (long
opposite field HR) led Yogi’s Boys.
Liberty Lighting’s Andre Thomas
parked one onto Wood Ave. for a 3-
run homer.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball Playoff Results:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING DOWN A LANCER...Raiders Justin Clark, No. 2, and Marshall Young, No. 8, prepare to bring down Holy
Cross Lancer running back Joe Plaze, No. 12 during their opener in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HUSTLING TO GET TO THE BALL...Cougar sophomore attacker Riley Korzeneski, No. 3, hustles to get the ball before
an Oak Knoll Royal. Cougar senior Laurel Teel, No. 12, goes with the flow. Korzeneski scored the first goal of the game off
a corner kick from senior attacker Maggie Murray.
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Contact Susannah or Bob at 908-233-7900

or email to Susannah@fintax.com

The executive office itself is recently renovated and
has a large open room, separate kitchen, plus a large
private office with private bathroom including shower.

Located at 241 North Ave West, in beautiful downtown
Westfield, next to train, express NYC bus and restaurants.

Rent is $3,100 gross per month and includes
utilities & all CAM.  Building is wired for FiOS.

Owner / manager is on site.

Building has an impressive lobby and is fully handicap
accessible with elevator and large bathrooms.

WESTFIELD:

Office Space for Lease

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED PT/FT

Job Description
Quick Copper Communications
in Garwood NJ, a provider of IT
solutions to small and medium
sized businesses, has an open
position for a receptionist. The
business is growing, and the duties
vary thus providing an exciting
work environment. This is a full-
time or part-time position, hours
9am to 5 pm or 9am to 3pm.
Duties include: Main phone
reception. Answer calls and re-
direct accordingly. Greet visitors.
Retrieve and sort through daily
mail/send out mail. Assist in
monthly billing. E-mail/mail
(certified) notices of suspension
to customers as deemed
necessary. Create shipping labels
with UPS for packages. Call for
FedEx p/u (usually a return label).
Filing of customer information.
Request and summarize quote
responses from our business
partners. Schedule appointments/
conference calls for key
stakeholders and put on public
calendar. Book business trips for
Partners (air, hotel, car).
Knowledge of Microsoft/Excel/
Outlook and Quick-books a must.

Email resume to
ddelise@quickcopper.net

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

BABY SITTERS NEEDED

Do you love children? The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Ave., needs child
care baby sitters on Sundays from
9–11:15am. Some extended times
for meetings and lunches may be
included. The rate is $15 per hour.
A substantial background check
will be done at the church’s
expense. For information & an
interview, call Christine Treger at

(908) 233-0301, ext. 38

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, August 28, Gregoryde

Cuevas-Gonzalez, 28, of Perth Amboy
was arrested on an outstanding traffic
warrant out of Woodbridge Municipal
Court, in the amount of $200, pursu-
ant to a traffic stop in the area of
Lawrence and Kimball Avenues. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and later
released on his own recognizance.

Wednesday, August 28, Shawn
Ward, 49, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant out
of Springfield Municipal Court, in the
amount of $1,500, pursuant to a traffic
stop in the area of West North Avenue
and Clark Street. Ward was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and later released on
his own recognizance.

Monday, September 2, police ar-
rested Stephen Pasternak, 22, of Short
Hills and Tyler Campbell, 20, of
Garwood pursuant to an investigation
on the 500 block of Westfield Avenue.
Pasternak was charged with obstruct-
ing the administration of law, while
Campbell was charged with aggra-
vated assault on a law enforcement
officer and resisting arrest. Both were
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released with a Union
County Superior Court date.

Wednesday, September 4, a motor
vehicle was reported stolen from the
driveway of a residence on the 1000
block of Cranford Avenue. The ve-
hicle was unlocked with the key inside
at the time of the theft. The vehicle
was described as a 2012 four-door
sedan, valued at $11,000.

FANWOOD
Tuesday, August 27, an officer made

a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and Cottage Way for a motor vehicle
violation. A check of the driver and
passenger showed both had active
warrants out of Plainfield and
Hunterdon County Superior Court.
The passenger was arrested, processed
and turned over to the Plainfield Po-
lice Department. The driver also was
arrested, processed and turned over to
the Hunterdon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. The driver was identified as
Tarreia Caver, 33, of Plainfield. The
passenger was identified as Moequan
Sullivan, 24, also of Plainfield.

Wednesday, August 28, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and Midway Avenue for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of
Mountainside. The driver was arrested,
processed and released by
Mountainside Municipal Court. The
driver was identified as Andrea Jones,
28, of Plainfield.

Wednesday, August 28, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and King Street for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
and passenger showed both had active
warrants out of Hamilton Township
and Passaic County. The driver was
arrested, processed, posted bail for
Hamilton Township and released. The
passenger also was arrested, processed
and turned over to the Passaic County
Sheriff’s Office. The driver was iden-
tified as Josue Marrero, 43, of Eliza-
beth. The passenger was identified as
Joeardy Garces, 44, of Passaic.

Wednesday, September 4, an of-
ficer made a motor vehicle stop at
Mary Lane and Terrill Road for a
motor vehicle violation. A check of
the driver showed active warrants out
of Plainfield and Newark. The driver
was arrested, processed and released
by both Plainfield and Newark courts.
She was identified as Malika Stewart,
27, of Plainfield.

Wednesday, September 4, a busi-
ness on the 60 block of South Avenue
reported a theft of cigarettes from the
store. A theft investigation followed
and the defendant was arrested and
charged with theft. He was processed
and released pending his court hear-
ing. He was identified as David
McMahon, 24, of North Plainfield.

CRANFORD
Thursday, August 29, Luis

Velazquez, 23, of Bronx, N.Y., was
arrested on charges of possession of
under 50 grams (marijuana) and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. A 2017
Nissan was stopped at North Avenue
East and the Garden State Parkway
137 Exchange for unclear plates. Fol-
lowing an investigation on scene, po-

lice arrested the driver, Velazquez, for
possession of suspected marijuana
found inside the vehicle. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition,
Velazquez was issued motor vehicle
summonses for suspended driving,
being an unlicensed driver and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, August 30, Gabriela Garcia,
24, of Westfield was arrested on
charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2010 Kia was
stopped on North Avenue West for
tinted windows. Following an investi-
gation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Garcia, for possession of sus-
pected marijuana found inside the ve-
hicle. She was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appear-
ance date. In addition, Garcia was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
unclear plates, tinted windows and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Friday, August 30, Daniel Quiles,
25, and Giovanni Bolanos, 25, both of
Newark, were arrested after a 2003
Acura was stopped at Centennial Av-
enue and South Avenue East for a
brake lamp out. Following an investi-
gation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Quiles, on an active arrest war-
rant out of West Caldwell Township.
A passenger, Bolanos, was arrested
for under 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana found inside the vehicle. Bolanos
was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date.
Quiles was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for maintenance of lamps,
suspended driving, no valid insurance
card and no valid registration card.

Sunday, September 1, Brian Dar-
ling, 42, of Cranford was arrested on
charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia. Police units
stopped a suspicious male on a skate-
board in the area of Chester Lang
Place and Aberdeen Court. Following
an investigation on scene, police ar-

rested the individual, Darling, for pos-
session of suspected crack-cocaine
found in his possession. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a Superior
Court appearance date.

Monday, September 2, Rahmaan
Muhammad, 30, of Irvington was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
prescription legend drugs and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. A 2011
Chevrolet was stopped at North Av-
enue West and Lincoln Avenue West
for unclear plates. Following an in-
vestigation on scene, police arrested
the driver, Muhammad, for posses-
sion of suspected Oxycodone,
Hydrocodone and Baclofen found in-
side the vehicle. He was processed
and provided with a Superior Court
appearance date. In addition, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
unclear plates, suspended driving and
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, September 3, Amanda
Deguzman, 26, of Summit was arrested
and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2017 Honda was
stopped at the Kenilworth Boulevard
and Nomahegan Road for speeding.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver, Deguzman,
for possession of a suspected crack
pipe found inside the vehicle. She was
processed and provided with a munici-
pal court appearance date. In addition,
Deguzman was issued motor vehicle
summonses for speeding and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Tuesday, September 3, Justin Rey,
30, of Paterson was arrested on charges
of possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance, possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2012 Audi was
stopped at Raritan Road and Coleman
Avenue for an illegal turn. Following
an investigation on scene, police ar-
rested the driver, Rey, for possession
of suspected crack cocaine and mari-
juana found inside the vehicle. He
was processed and provided with a
Superior Court appearance date. In
addition, Rey was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for an illegal turn,
suspended driving and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002837

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000773-19

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A MR. COOPER

VS.
Defendant: RICHARD A. BUONTEMPO A/K/

A RICHARD BUONTEMPO; MARGARET
BUONTEMPO; PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION

Sale Date: 10/02/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/05/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Six
and 92/ 100*** $336,746.92.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD TOWN in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 726 SOUTH AVENUE
WEST, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 7, BLOCK 2510.
Dimensions of Lot: 40 feet wide by 200 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: TUTTLE PARKWAY.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens

or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2019 $2,973.98 OPEN.
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,674.60 OPEN.
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,674.60 OPEN.
• Sewer:Acct: 3475 001/01/2019 - 12/31/2019

$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY $165.00 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-Four
Thousand Four Hundred Twelve and 09/100***
$344,412.09 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 09/05, 09/12, 09/19
& 09/26/19 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002744

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012078-18

Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLU-
TIONS INC.

VS.
Defendant: KENNETH HIGNEY; UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 09/25/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight
and 94/100*** $184,288.94.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of GARWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 167 MYRTLE AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax LOT, 1 BLOCK 509.
Dimensions of Lot: 60 feet wide by 100 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: Oak Street.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $2,277.87 PAID;
HOMESTEAD BENEFIT CREDIT REDUCED
TAXES BY: $413.81.

• 2019 Qtr 3 Due: 08/01/2019 $2,809.08
BILLED; $2,792.80 OPEN; $16.28 PAID; ESTI-
MATED TAX BILL.

• Water: PRIVATE.
• Sewer: Included with Taxes.
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Eighty-Nine

Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety-Seven and 80/
100*** $189,897.80 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 08/29, 09/05, 09/12
& 09/19/19 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002689

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021049-18

Plaintiff: ADVANCE FINANCIAL SERVICES
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH SHAW; J.A.M. EN-

HANCEMENT, LLC
Sale Date: 09/18/2019
Writ of Execution: 06/28/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-
Three and 85/100*** $128,423.85.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 54 Stewart Place,
Fanwood, New Jersey 08816.

Tax Lot No. 18, Block No. 48.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 92 feet by 54

feet.
Nearest intersection is Farley Avenue.
All that certain Lot, piece or parcel of land, with

the buildings and improvements thereon erected
situate, lying and being in the Borough of
Fanwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Thirty-Two Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Seven and 21/
100*** $132,877.21 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
McKENNA, DUPONT, HIGGINS & STONE
229 BROAD STREET
P.O. BOX 610
RED BANK NEW JERSEY 07701
(732) 741-6681
4 T - 08/22, 08/29, 09/05
& 09/12/19 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002750

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000318-19

Plaintiff: SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING
LLC

VS.
Defendant: MOHAMED BOTO, STATE OF

NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 09/25/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Eleven
and 42/100*** $329,711.42.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 28, Block 4004 F/K/A Lot 29, Block
508.

Commonly Known as 259 Windsor Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Nearest Cross Street: Ripley Place
The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-

sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty Thou-
sand Two Hundred Forty-One and 72/100***
$340,241.72 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 08/29, 09/05, 09/12
& 09/19/19 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002835

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007535-19

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
A DELAWARE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM A. LYONS, MARGARET

E. LYONS AKA MARGARET E. SILANCE,
BERNADETTE F. LYONS, PNC BANK, ANDREA
LYONS, DYNABUILD CONSTRUCTION COR-
PORATION, D&W CONSTRUCTION INC.,
HUSTON LUMBER AND SUPPLY COMPANY,
WESTFIELD PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLY
CO INS., STATE OF NEW JERSEY, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 10/02/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/01/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Twenty Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Eight and
51/100*** $120,858.51.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1703
Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 1, Block # 702.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Hunter Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 53 feet x 110

feet AVG.
A full legal description can be found at the

Office of the Register.
Taxes and Other Encumbrances:
3rd Quarter of 2019 open balance in the amount

of $2,101.95*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

THIS SALE IS SUJBECT TO THE RIGHT OF
REDEMPTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT.

SUBJECT TO: SUCH FACTS AS AN ACCU-
RATE SURVEY AND PHYSICAL INSPECTION
OF THE PREMISES MAY REVEAL, EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD, IF
ANY; UNPAID TAXES, ASSESSMENTS, WA-
TER AND SEWER LIENS, IF ANY; RIGHTS OF
TENANTS AND OCCUPANTS, IF ANY; STATE
AND MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, STATUTES
AND REGULATIONS, INCLUDING ZONING
ORDINANCES; ANY OUTSTANDING TAXES,
WATER AND SEWER WITH INTEREST
THROUGH THE DATE OF PAYOFF; IF THE
SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE EN-
TITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE DE-
POSIT PAID. THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE
NO FURTHER RECOURSE, INCLUDING ANY
COSTS AND EXPENSES, INCLUDING ATTOR-
NEYS’ FEES, FOR BIDDING UPON THE PROP-
ERTY AGAINST THE MORTGAGEE, OR THE
MORTGAGEE’S ATTORNEY; THE OUT-
STANDING TAXES, LIENS AND! OR ENCUM-
BRANCES DISCLOSED IN THIS PUBLICATION
ARE ACCURATE AS OF THE DATE OF SUB-
MISSION TO THE SHERIFF ONLY IT IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ANY POTENTIAL BID-
DER AT SALE TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT
DUE, WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE
LOCAL TAXING AUTHORITY PLAINTIFF HAS
NO OBLIGATION TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE,
PUBLISH OR ANNOUNCE ANY SUBSE-
QUENTLY ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND!
OR ENCUMBRANCES. THIRD PARTY BID-
DERS EXPRESSLYAGREE AND RECOGNIZE
THAT THEY WILL TAKE TITLE SUBJECT TO
THE EXISTENCE OF ANY SUBSEQUENTLY
ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND / OR ENCUM-
BRANCES AND ABSOLUTELY AND UN-
EQUIVOCALLY RELEASE ANY RIGHT TO
CHALLENGE THE VALIDITY OF THE SALE
BASED ON THE EXISTENCE OF SAME.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Twenty-Four
Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Eight and 59/
100*** $124,828.59 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 09/05, 09/12, 09/19
& 09/26/19 Fee: $301.92

WESTFIELD — The Peace and
Justice Committee of Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s will present a talk by Erin
Lothes, Ph.D., entitled “What Should
Catholics Do to Reduce Climate
Change?” It will take place tonight,
Thursday, September 12, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Holy Trinity Parish Center.

Before the talk, at 7:15 p.m., Ms.
Lothes will be available to sign cop-
ies of her book “Inspired
Sustainability: Planting Seeds for
Action.” A limited number of books
will be available for purchase at this
time. The Parish Center is located at
512 Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

Ms. Lothes is a theologian at the
College of Saint Elizabeth in
Morristown, a researcher in the field
of energy ethics, and a scholar of the
faith-based environmental movement.
She has served as an Earth Institute
Fellow at Columbia University. Her
work during this interdisciplinary re-
search postdoctorate analyzed envi-
ronmental advocacy at diverse Ameri-
can congregations for her book “In-
spired Sustainability: Planting Seeds
for Action” (Orbis 2016).

Ms. Lothes co-authored “Catholic
Moral Traditions and Energy Ethics
for the Twenty-First Century,” Jour-
nal of Moral Theology. Accessible
summaries are available at
catholicenergyethics21century.wordpress.com/
. She also is the author of “A New
Paradigm for Catholic Energy Eth-
ics,” “Come with Me Into the Fields:
Inspiring Creation Ministry Among
Faith Communities” and other articles.

She additionally is the author of

“The Paradox of Christian Sacrifice:
The Loss of Self, the Gift of Self”
(Herder and Herder, 2007).

Ms. Lothes has advocated for re-
search regarding the moral dimensions
of fossil fuel divestment, and has par-
ticipated in the interfaith environmen-
tal movement since 2003, with groups
such as GreenFaith, the Forum on
Religion and Ecology at Yale, the
Catholic Climate Covenant, and the
Global Catholic Climate Movement.

Ms. Lothes holds her Ph.D. in Sys-
tematic Theology from Fordham Uni-
versity, a Master’s in Theology from
Boston College and an A.B. in En-
glish from Princeton University.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BOND ORDINANCE
STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

ORDINANCE 19-13-S

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New Jer-
sey on September 3, 2019 and the 20 day
period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the va-
lidity of such ordinance can be commenced,
as provided in the Local Bond Law, has
begun to run from the date of the first
publication of this statement. Copies of the
full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s
office for members of the general public
who request the same. The summary of
the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
RESTATING BOND ORDI-
NANCE NO. 19-02-S TO PRO-
VIDE AN APPROPRIATION
OF $170,000 FOR VARIOUS
SEWER IMPROVEMENTS
FOR AND BY THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AND, AUTHORIZING
THE ISSUANCE OF $170,000
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH FOR FINANCING
PART OF THE APPROPRIA-
TION

Purpose(s): Road improvements to
Stewart Place and Ginder Place; and im-
provements to Paterson Road, Phase II.

Appropriation:  $170,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $170,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: None.
Section 20 Costs:  $25,000
Useful Life:  20 Years

Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Administrator/Clerk

1 T - 09/12/19, The Times Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on Sep-
tember 4, 2019, adopted the following reso-
lution for the application acted upon at the
July 1, 2019, meeting.

PB 19-05 Peter Francis, 203, 209, 215
Ross Place, Block 3007, Lots 3, 4 & 5.
Applicant sought approval to merge three
separate lots into one and construct three
separate buildings containing a total of 10
residential townhouses. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

WESTFIELD MOVING SALE

155 Hamilton Avenue
Sat. 9/14 & Sun. 9/15

10am to 3pm
Contents of Beautiful Home!
Sofas, Chairs, Tables, Mirrors,
Chickering Piano, Dining Room
Table & Chairs,China Cabinet,
Figurines, China, Glass, Artwork,
Dolls, Leather Sofas, Desk,
Entertainment Center, Stereo,
DVD’s, CD’s, Lamps, Rugs, Beds,
Dressers, Armoire. Christmas,
Ladies Clothes, Costume Jewelry,
Pool Table, Bar Stools, Patio
Table & More! For Pics & Info

DovetailsUSA.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on September 9, 2019, for
the following applications decided upon at
the meeting held on August 12, 2019.

Robert Nash, 1915 Grandview Av-
enue. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct two dormers contrary to Section
11.09E8 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow 3 stories where the Ordinance allows
a maximum story height of 2 1/2 stories.
Application approved with conditions.

Garrick & Ann Stavrovich, 314
Edgewood Avenue. Applicants sought
approval to construct a dormer addition
contrary to Section 11.09E7, 11.09E8,
12.04E of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a floor area ratio of 46.6% where the Ordi-
nance allows a maximum floor area ratio of
37%; to allow a rear yard setback of 34.4
feet where the Ordinance requires a mini-
mum rear yard setback of 35 feet; to allow
4 stories where the Ordinance allows a
maximum story height of 2 1/2 stories.
Application approved with conditions.

Curt Cimei & Leslie Bridgman, 414
Hillside Avenue. Applicants are seeking
approval to construct a two-story addition
and a garage addition contrary to Section
12.03D, 13.02A, 13.01D of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a floor area for an
accessory structure of 1,723 square feet
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
floor area for an accessory structure of 750
square feet; to allow a front yard setback of
45 feet where the Ordinance requires a
minimum front yard setback of 53.72 feet;
to allow an accessory structure in the front
yard where the Ordinance requires an
accessory structure to be located in the
rear yard. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLUC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

RESOLUTION 9/9/19-8
PURCHASE OF PROFESSIONAL

CONSULTATION SERVICES

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of
Education approves of the following to
provide Special Education Students with
appropriate services during the 2019-2020
school year.

Delta T, Woodbridge, New Jersey to
provide Child Study Team services for
special education students, effective on or
about September 10, 2019 through on or
about June 23, 2020 or until such time the
permanent position is filled, not to exceed
$50,000.00.

Certified to be a true copy of a resolution
adopted by the Cranford Board of Educa-
tion at a meeting held on September 9,
2019.

Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF SOLICITATION FOR
COMPETITVE CONTRACTING FOR

THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
FOR THE YEAR 2020

Notice is hereby given that the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, in the County
of Union and State of New Jersey seeks to
engage firms for Information Technology
Consulting Services for the year January
1, 2020 through December 31, 2020. The
term of the contract shall be for one (1)
year with two (2) one-year options com-
mencing on January 1, 2020; the Town-
ship reserves the right, at its discretion, to
extend the contract term for an additional
two (2) one-year terms in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15. The contracts will be
awarded through the provisions of N.J.S.A.
40A:11-4.1 et seq., and N.J.S.A. 19:44A-
20.4 et seq.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
CONSULTANT SERVICES

Copies of the specifications may be
downloaded from the Township’s website
at www.scotchplainsnj.com

Proposals must be received by the Town-
ship Clerk no later than 10:00 A.M. pre-
vailing time on October 15, 2019 at 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

Please note: No proposals will be
accepted after the due date and time
noted.

Each envelope must be clearly marked
Information Technology Consulting
Services Competitive Contract for 2020.
Forward Proposals to the TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, Attention: Bozena
Lacina, Municipal Clerk, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains New Jersey 07076.

Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 09/12/19, The Times Fee: $40.29

Theologian to Speak About
Climate Change Tonight

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings.
Please email resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com
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Superintendent Welcomes
Staff to 2019-20 School Year
WESTFIELD — Superintendent

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D. welcomed back
staff on September 3 as the Westfield
Public School District prepared for
the return of more than 6,200 students
on September 5.

During the opening day ceremony,
Ms. Dolan welcomed 26 new staff
members, acknowledged three new
administrators – Westfield High School
Principal Mary Asfendis, Roosevelt
Intermediate School Principal Brian
Gechtman, and Roosevelt Assistant
Principal Keith Brunson – and ap-
plauded the more than 900 staff mem-
bers gathered in the Westfield High
School auditorium.

“As I sat down to draft my remarks
for today, I couldn’t help but think
about the past year. And, as I reflected
on what was inarguably a challenging

number of months, I was reminded of
what gets our district through times
that concern us or frighten us or even
make us cry,” Superintendent Dolan
told the staff. “It is all of you. It is your
steadfastness, your resilience, your
professionalism, your heart, and your
willingness to work together for what
is best for our students.”

Ms. Dolan outlined new security
procedures in place for the 2019-2020
school year and expressed apprecia-
tion for “our strong, cooperative rela-
tionship with the Westfield Police
Department which will continue to
provide a daily presence in our
schools.” She also reiterated the
district’s continuing commitment to
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
and its five competencies: self-aware-
ness, self-management, social aware-

ness, responsible decision-making, and
relationship skills.

“It’s not just a phase. It’s an ongoing
commitment by our district to make
sure that, along with the wonderful
education our students receive, their
social and emotional well-being is
looked after as well,” said Ms. Dolan.

Westfield Education Association
President Gail Alston, Board of Edu-
cation President Peggy Oster and other
board members were on hand to wel-
come the staff. Ms. Alston praised the
hard work and dedication of the edu-
cators, while Ms. Oster recalled the
first day of school as a student herself
and later, a mother of five who at-
tended Westfield schools.

“There is something about the month
of September that makes us all excited
for change,” said Ms. Oster. “Being in
the district for 25 years, I have seen the

education system in Westfield adapt to
our students facing an ever-changing
society. The majority of these changes
come from our teachers and staff, who
continue to grow and develop as edu-
cators to be the best that they can be for
our students and community and I’d
like to thank all of you for that.”

Teachers and paraprofessionals gath-
ered again on Wednesday, September
4, for a full day of professional learning
organized by Assistant Superintendent
of Curriculum, Instruction and Pro-
grams Paul Pineiro and facilitated by
district administrators and a few other
professionals. There were sessions and
workshops focusing on SEL, the new
Standards-Based Report Card, digital
citizenship, mental health and behav-
ioral issues, financial literacy, technol-
ogy, and other topics.

On August 27 and 28, the 26 new
staff members attended a two-day, in-
house orientation as part of the New
Staff Institute (NSI). The NSI is a
two-year program designed to sup-
port first-time educators and those
who are new to the district. The com-
prehensive program is organized by
Human Resources Specialist Barbara
Ball and her staff, along with a lead-
ership team comprised of seasoned
Westfield educators.

Photo credit: Westfield Public Schools
NEW SCHOOL YEAR...Westfield elementary school music teachers enjoy col-
laborating during a full day of professional learning on September 4, as they
prepare to welcome students for the 2019-2020 school year.

Summit Speech School Hosts Car
Raffle to Benefit Deaf Children

NEW PROVIDENCE — Summit
Speech School is raffling off a Mini
Cooper! Tickets to win a 2019 Mini
Cooper are $200 each, and only 400
tickets will be sold. The drawing takes
place at the School’s 3rd Annual Fall
Benefit Concert on November 2, at
10:30 p.m. The winner need not be
present.

The 2019 Mini Cooper is on dis-
play in front of Summit Speech School
located at 705 Central Avenue, New
Providence. The red, 2-door, hard-
top Mini Cooper features a Union
Jack, which compliments “The Brit-
ish Invasion” themed music at the

benefit concert. The Union Jack em-
blems are removable. You can pur-
chase car raffle tickets by contacting
the School’s Development Office at
(908) 508-0495 or
development@summitspeech.org.

The car raffle is a new addition to
Summit Speech School’s tremen-
dously popular Fall Benefit Concert
featuring Mark Rivera and The Little
Big Band. Mark Rivera is a world-
renowned saxophonist, long-time
band member for Billy Joel and mu-
sic director to Ringo Starr. Mr. Rivera
will cover The Beatles, The Rolling
Stones and other British Rock greats
of “The British Invasion.” The Con-
cert will take place at Fairmount Coun-
try Club, 400 Southern Boulevard,
Chatham. The event includes dinner,
dancing, cocktails and a live auction
for $150 per guest. Concert tickets, as
well as car raffle tickets, can be pur-
chased by contacting the School’s
Development Office at (908) 508-
0495 or
development@summitspeech.org.

All proceeds from the car raffle and
3rd Annual Fall Benefit Concert will
support Summit Speech School, which
serves children from New Jersey’s deaf
and hard of hearing community.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT…A group of Brookside Place Elementary
School parents chalked some inspiring messages for the elementary school stu-
dents to see when they arrived on their first day of school last Thursday in
Cranford. The walkway leading up to the main entrance of the school offered up
words of encouragement for the young students.
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WHS Interact Club Plans
For Year of Giving

WESTFIELD – On September 3,
the leaders of the Westfield High
School Interact Service Club visited
their sponsor, The Rotary Club of
Westfield, for lunch at Addams Tav-
ern. Interact President Gabby Scipioni
spoke enthusiastically of the plans
the Interact club has for the coming
year. She recently attended RYLA,
which is the Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards, a management training pro-
gram to imbue leadership skills into
the upcoming high school club lead-
ers. This program includes team build-
ing and leadership training.

The Interact Club plans to build a
vegetable garden at Westfield High
School to honor the late principal Dr.
Derrick Nelson. They would grow
vegetables from seeds, water them,
grow them, harvest them, and donate
the vegetables to the local food pan-
try to help feed the poor. Other projects
include making Gingerbread houses
to help disabled children at Bernice’s

Place; reading to children at Westfield
Library, making care packages for
the elderly; and to sponsor one child
for the Gift of Life program, where a
child has heart surgery to save their
life.

The Interact Club plans to partici-
pate in some of the Rotary club activi-
ties, such as: making sandwiches at
the Presbyterian Church on Monday,
September 16, at 6 p.m.; collection of
bicycles on Saturday, October 19,
from 9 a.m. to noon, and Breakfast
with the Bands in the Spring.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
the first two Tuesdays of the month at
Addams Tavern for lunch at 12:15
p.m., and a third meeting, which ro-
tates among local restaurants; and
one service project per month. Guests
are always welcome. For more infor-
mation, the website is http://
www.westfieldrotary.org, or email
Club Secretary Michael Hart
drmhart@yahoo.com.

LENDING A HAND...On September 3, the leaders of the Westfield High School
Interact Service Club visited their sponsor, The Rotary Club of Westfield, for
lunch at Addams Tavern. Pictured, left to right, are: Rotary Club Youth Liaison
Heidi Obiajulu, Exchange student from Sicily Matilda Maria “Matty” Fedele,
Alexandra “Alex” Blancato, Interact Club President Gabriella “Gabby” Scipioni,
Christina LaPera, and Rotary Club President Liz Ensslin.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served that an application for develop-
ment, Application No. ZBA-19-012 to be
located in Zone R4, on the premises known
as the Address: 22 Cherokee Road,
Cranford, New Jersey, Block No. 616,
Lot No. 26, has been submitted by Appli-
cant: Matthew DiGiovanni of 22 Chero-
kee Road, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The development involves and requires
the granting of relief from zoning require-
ments and any such other variances/waiv-
ers as may be required in order to allow:

1. Narrowing of minimum total side yard
from 16.9 feet to 15.5 feet where 16.8 feet
is required (Schedule of Zone District Area
Yard and Building Requirements 255 At-
tachment 1 Schedule 1) A “C” variance is
requested.

2. Decrease the minimum side yard from
6.4 feet to 5 feet where a minimum of 5 feet
is required. (Existing non-conforming) (255
Attachment 1 Schedule 1) A “C” variance
is requested.

3. Pre-existing non-conforming condi-
tions include a minimum lot area where
6,000 square feet is required and 4,611
feet exist and minimum lot width where 60
feet is required and 56 feet exist.

In addition, applicant requests any
other variances, waivers or relief that
the Board may require.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on the following
date: September 23, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in
Room 107 in the Cranford Township
Municipal Building at 8 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.
Any person or persons affected by this
application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development.  The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Zoning/Plan-
ning Office, Cranford Township Mu-
nicipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Gary S. Goodman, Esq.
23 North Avenue East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Attorney for: Matthew DiGiovanni

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING MASTER PLAN

AMENDMENT AND THE ADOPTION
OF A HOUSING ELEMENT AND

FAIR SHARE PLAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at a meet-
ing of the Planning Board of the Borough of
Garwood to be held on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 25, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., in the
Council Chambers of the Borough Hall,
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, or as soon thereafter as the
matter may be reached, a public hearing,
with public comments, if any, will be held
on the proposed adoption, by the Planning
Board, of an amendment to Borough’s
Master Plan by means of the adoption of
the proposed amended Housing Element
and Fair Share Plan prepared by Jill
Hartmann, P.P. These amendments ad-
dress the planning requirements of the
New Jersey Superior Court and the appli-
cable rules and regulations of the New
Jersey Council on Affordable Housing for
the Borough of Garwood to meet its afford-
able housing obligation. Documents relat-
ing to this hearing, including the proposed
Master Plan Amendment, that is, the
amended Housing Element and Fair Share
Plan, will be on file in the Office of the
Borough Clerk, located at Borough Hall,
403 South Avenue, Garwood, New Jer-
sey, and available for review during nor-
mal business hours, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., at least 10 days prior to the public
hearing.

After the public hearing, the Planning
Board may adopt the amendments de-
scribed in this Notice.

Adele Lewis, Secretary
Garwood Planning Board

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 9/26/19 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22, Hilldale Place/North Broad Street,
Contract No. 058058006, Township of Hillside, Union County

Federal Project No: NHP-0022(341), UPC NO: 058006, DP No: 19136
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 09/05/19, 09/12/19 and 09/19/19, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 9/26/19 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 28, Grove Street to Highland Avenue, Contact No. 023124210,
Resurfacing & Signal Improvements, Township of Cranford, Borough of

Roselle Park & City of Elizabeth, Union County
Federal Project No: NHP-0028(301), UPC NO: 124210, DP No: 19137

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 09/05/19, 09/12/19 and 09/19/19, The Leader Fee: $217.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AN AUDITOR POSITION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, 20.5 et seq.
the Union County Insurance Fund Com-
mission shall pursue a “Fair and Open
Process” in awarding a contract for posi-
tion set forth more fully below, and hereby
solicit proposals in the form of resumes
and letter applications for the below stated
positions of the Union County Insurance
Fund Commission, which shall be submit-
ted to:

Union County
Insurance Fund Commission

c/o PERMA Risk Management Services
9 Campus Drive, Suite 216

*Contains UCIFC/RFP Response*

All responses shall be submitted in a
sealed envelope to the Insurance Com-
mission to be received no later than Sep-
tember 24, 2019 at 2:00 pm. Copies of the
criteria for the various positions may be
obtained by contacting Cathy Dodd at
cdodd@connerstrong.com or at 973-
659-6410. Professional services for the
following position are hereby requested:

Auditor
1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

JULY 2019 – JUNE 2020
REVISED

ANNUAL NOTICE OF REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS(N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d)

ALL MEETINGS HELD AT:
Administration Building

512 Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

The Board will meet at 7:30 P.M. to recess into executive session and will return to the
public meeting at 8:00 p.m. at which time action may be taken.

OPEN AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS

No July Meetings

No August Open Agenda Meeting Thursday, August 29, 2019
Thursday, September 12, 2019 Tuesday, September 24, 2019
Thursday, October 17, 2019 Tuesday, October 29, 2019
Thursday, November 14, 2019 Thursday, November 21, 2019
No December Open Agenda Meeting Thursday, December 19, 2019
Thursday, January 23, 2020 Thursday, January 30, 2020
Thursday, February 20, 2020 Thursday, February 27, 2020
Tuesday, March 17, 2020 Thursday, March 26, 2020
Thursday, April 23, 2020 Thursday, April 30, 2020
Tuesday, May 12, 2020 Thursday, May 28, 2020
Thursday, June 11, 2020 Thursday, June 25, 2020

Special Meetings

Board Self-Evaluation Meeting: Saturday, September 21, 2019 – 9 a.m. – Administration Bldg.
2020 Annual Organization Meeting: Thursday, January 2, 2020

Staff Recognition: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 – 3:30 p.m. – Evergreen, New Gym
Student Recognition: Monday, June 1, 2020 – 7:30 p.m. – Administration Bldg.

On occasion, the Board will meet in public from 7:00-7:30 p.m. for student or staff
recognitions.  No actions will be taken during these times.

1 T - 09/12/19, The Times Fee: $60.18

Cranford Seeks Members
For Steering Committee

CRANFORD – Scott Rubin, Ed.D., su-
perintendent for the Cranford Public Schools,
has announced the district is seeking mem-
bers for a Steering Committee. The form to
apply can be found on the district website
at: www.cranfordschools.org. He submit-
ted the following letter to the media Tuesday:

As you may already be aware, the
Cranford Public School District (CPSD)
is currently engaged in its initial planning
for a referendum that will finance pro-
grammatic and capital improvements
across our schools. This initial planning
considers funding for proposed enhance-
ments including:

Full-day Kindergarten; increased edu-
cational support spaces; science lab (CHS)
upgrades; modernization of library/mul-
timedia centers to support 21st Century
STEM programs; technology upgrades;
enhanced performing arts spaces; im-
proved accessibility and options; instal-
lation of AC in gyms, cafeterias, and
performing arts spaces; electrical service
upgrades (all schools except for WAS
which has already been upgraded); door
(interior) and window replacements, in-
cluding hardware; repaving, masonry and
concrete repairs.

Throughout the 2018-2019 school year,
we took initial steps to involve all com-
munity stakeholders and ensure that the
voices of all members of the Cranford
community are reflected in our referen-
dum efforts, including:

Approximately 20 informational town
hall-style meetings; public board meet-
ing presentations; administration of a
community-wide online survey.

Needless to say, I am extremely proud of the
tireless collaborative efforts of our board of educa-
tion and the entire Cranford community.

To advance these efforts, the district is
forming the CPSD Referendum Explora-
tion Steering Committee, a community-
wide stakeholder group who will serve to
inform, guide and, ultimately, shape a
referendum. Please note, as determined
by the survey, additional busing is not an
option for consideration by the commit-
tee and will not be a part of this referen-

dum process.
Important to our purpose, the commit-

tee will be comprised of approximately
25 to 30 members who comprehensively
represent the collective perspectives,
opinions, concerns, and desires for the
Cranford schools – parents/guardians,
teachers, support staff, administrators,
community members, and students. To
this end, on behalf of the Cranford Public
School District, it is with great excite-
ment that I invite your participation as a
member of the Referendum Exploration
Steering Committee. The initial meeting
of this committee will take place in early
October, at which time a specific sched-
ule of activities and action items will be
collaboratively determined by the com-
mittee. It is anticipated that a total of three
to four evening work sessions (7 to 8:30
p.m.) will be scheduled during the period
of October through December.

If you are interested in participating,
please complete this online form. Forms
will be due by Tuesday, September 24.
Please be advised that if we receive more
than 30 requests for participation on the
Referendum Exploration Steering Com-
mittee, selections will be based on ensuring
full representation of the community, geo-
graphically and ideologically, with prefer-
ence given to those who are in leadership
positions and those actively involved in our
community. Please be assured that any
individuals who are not selected for the
Steering Committee will still have addi-
tional opportunities to participate in the
process, as will the community at large.

In our efforts to make sure everyone in
the community is aware of this opportu-
nity, we are also sending this correspon-
dence to Patch, TapInto, The Westfield
Leader, and TV 35. We also ask that if
you happen to know someone who you
think would be a good candidate for this
committee, please share this correspon-
dence with them.

In closing, please know your participa-
tion will be of great value to this impor-
tant initiative. I do hope for and encour-
age your engagement.

Marina Gialanella
Earns Dean’s List
At Univ. of Penn.

WESTFIELD — Marina
Gialanella, of Westfield, has earned a
place on the College of Arts and Sci-
ences Dean’s List for the academic
year 2018-19 at the University of
Pennsylvania.
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Arthouse Film Festival:
The Best Films from Sundance, Cannes and Toronto

Are Coming to New Jersey
MOUNTAINSIDE — On Septem-

ber 23, Arthouse Film Festival will
return for 10 weeks to its home base
New Jersey theatres: AMC
Mountainside and AMC Monmouth
Mall.

If you are not one of the thousands
of New Jersey film buffs who have
attended in years past, just imagine
seeing a festival-winning gem before
release to the public, then the lights
come up, and there in front of you are
the creators of the film, ready to an-
swer questions and discuss their work.

Oscar winners and nominees Danny
Aiello, Alan Arkin, Frank Darabont,
Jesse Eisenberg, Ethan Hawke, Jean-
Pierre Jeunet, Melissa Leo, Viggo
Mortensen, Chazz Palminteri, John
Sayles, Aaron Sorkin, Fisher Stevens
and David Strathairn have joined
Dylan Baker, Jim Breuer, Famke
Janssen, Danai Gurira, Joseph Gor-
don-Levitt, Derek Luke, Mary Stuart
Masterson, David Morse, Connie
Nielsen, Joe Pantoliano and Kevin
Smith as guest speakers who have
come to share their insights with fes-
tival participants.

The festival has hosted 1,924 movie
premieres with 1,186 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 28 years.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of

opportunities as they arise,” said fes-
tival director Chuck Rose. “Wonder-
ful surprises and fantastic celebrities
can pop up out of nowhere, so we try
to keep the schedule as fluid as pos-
sible.

“Even before we started in 1991, I
began working to create an interna-
tional VIP network of actors, direc-
tors, screenwriters, producers, jour-
nalists and film industry pros whose
jobs involve creating and evaluating
the cream of Sundance, Cannes,
Toronto, Telluride, Venice, Berlin,
SXSW and the other important film
festivals. We also work to ferret out
potential hits in the development and
production stages so we are ready to
pounce on the best films first.

“Last fall, before release to the
public, we premiered: Green Book,
First Man, Cold War, Shoplifters, The
Guilty, The Old Man & the Gun, At
Eternity’s Gate and many more out-
standing films which then went on to
earn 16 Oscar, 12 Golden Globe and
18 British Academy Award nomina-
tions.”

For information, to see which films
were screened in the past, or which
ones may be screened this year, or to
register, visit:
www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com or
call (732) 870-6012.

The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enroll-
ment is advised. Subscription is $139
for five weeks or $245 for all 10
weeks. After September 17, rates
will go up. Also being offered is a
specially priced flex ticket so users
may choose any eight out of 10 nights
for their convenience.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: Bombshell with Nicole
Kidman, Charlize Theron, director
Jay Roach; By the Grace of God with
Melvil Poupaud, Denis Menochet,
director Francois Ozon; The Current
War with Benedict Cumberbatch,
Michael Shannon, director Alfonso
Gomez-Rejon; Greener Grass with
Dawn Luebbe, Beck Bennett, direc-
tor Jocelyn DeBoer; Honey Boy with
Shia LaBouf, Lucas Hedges, director
Alma Har’el; JoJo Rabbit with
Scarlett Johansson, Sam Rockwell,
director Rian Johnson; Last Christ-
mas with Emilia Clarke, Emma Th-
ompson, director Paul Feig; Lucy In
the Sky with Natalie Portman, Jon
Hamm, director Noah Hawley; Moth-
erless Brooklyn with Bruce Willis,
Gugu Mbatha-Raw, director Ed
Norton; Parasite with Kang-ho Song,
director Bong Joon-Ho; Recorder:
The Marion Stokes Project director
Matt Wolf; The Report with Adam
Driver, Annette Bening, director Scott
Z. Burns; Saint Frances with Kelly
O’Sullivan, director Alex Thompson;
Scandalous director Mark Landsman;

Photo courtesy Argus String Quartet
STRINGS AT THE STEEPLE SERIES…The Argus String Quartet will launch
the 2019-20 Steeple Concert season at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield on
Sunday, September 22, at 5 p.m. Prominently featured throughout the U.S. and
worldwide, Argus won First Prize at both the 2017 M-Prize Chamber Arts
Competition and the 2017 Concert Artists Guild Victor Elmaleh Competition.

Steeple Concerts at St. Paul’s
To Host Musical Stars

The Truth with Catherine Deneuve,
director Hirokazu Koreeda; and more
to come!

About Chuck Rose
Arthouse Film Festival was founded

by Chuck Rose in 1990.  Since then,
Rose has curated and staged over
1,900 movie premieres, importing and
interviewing over 1,100 actors and
filmmakers from all over the world.

His film festivals and symposia
have been sponsored by Universal
Pictures, Paramount Pictures, the
Screen Actors Guild Foundation,
Rutgers University, Kean University,
Caldwell College and more than a
dozen other film industry, academic
and arts organizations.

Inspiration for Arthouse Film Festi-
val grew out of Rose’s experiences at
the University of Southern California
where Professor Arthur Knight
screened a variety of not-yet-released
movies followed by discussions with
actors and filmmakers.  Specifically,
the seed was planted after an evening
when Professor Knight’s surprise guest
was Alfred Hitchcock. Rose remem-
bers, “Everything changed after that.
Just being in the room with Hitchcock
was life altering. His simple, yet bril-
liant explanations of technique, and
his droll, but hilarious anecdotes about
directing Ingrid Bergman, Cary Grant,
Grace Kelly and the rest, thrilled and
motivated a pack of know-it-all film
students. Hitchcock and Knight had
more than a glass of wine with dinner,
so the gloves were off, and no one was
spared.”

Spending time on both coasts, Rose
has authored 24 screenplays, directed
Vietnam Vets starring Danny Aiello,
worked in the story department at
Orion Pictures, served as a Contrib-
uting Editor at Movies USA, and writ-
ten feature articles on the film indus-
try for The Hollywood Reporter.

He has held faculty positions at
Seton Hall University, Adelphi Uni-
versity and The New School where he
developed a program in Film Script
Analysis adopted by executives at
HBO, ABC and many independent
production companies.

Rose is an alumnus of the Warner
Bros. Writers Workshop, and holds a
Master of Arts in Cinema History,
Criticism and Aesthetics from the
University of Southern California and
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film Pro-
duction from New York University.

Public Invited to Intro
To Square Dancing

CLARK — Y Squares, a square
dance club located in Clark, invites
the public to three introductory square
dances on Tuesday evenings, Sep-
tember 17, September 24 and Octo-
ber 1, from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the
Frank Hehnley School, 590 Raritan
Road, Clark. The first of these dances
that you attend is free.

Square dancing offers everyone an
opportunity to make new friends,
while at the same time becoming more
mentally and physically stimulated.
No prior knowledge or training is
necessary to learn to square dance.
It’s great fun, good exercise and ter-
rific socialization for people of all
ages. We welcome couples and
singles. If you are uncomfortable with
dancing, this is for you. You just walk
in formations to great music like coun-
try western, folk and pop.

If you are interested in attending,
just come to Hehnly School on any of
the dates. If you have any questions,
please contact Susan at (732) 287-
1333 or visit our New Jersey website
at www.nnjsda.org.Westfield to Hold Inaugural

Multicultural Fest. Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Town of

Westfield, with sponsorship support
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and Coldwell
Banker, will host its first-ever
Westfield Multicultural Festival on
Saturday, September 14, from 1 to 3
p.m. at Mindowaskin Park. This cel-
ebration of Westfield’s unique and
diverse community will feature mu-
sic and dance performances, food,
cultural displays, and expo booths.

The festivities will kick off with a
parade of nations from the
Mindowaskin Playground to the ga-
zebo. Music and dance performances
will follow shortly afterwards, and
will include bagpipers; Indian dances
by middle and high school students;
two traditional English Baroque songs
performed by Valencia School of
Music; Bengali dance performances;
a modified Israeli belly dance by
Sharon Fit Belly Dance & Group
Fitness Studio; Irish dancing from
Shea Jennings School of Irish Dance;
a Bollywood flash mob; the West
Coast Swing, Dominican Bachata and
German Polka by The Westfield Ball-
room; a steel drum band; an Ameri-
can Barbershop Quartet sponsored
by the Union County Office of Cul-
tural & Heritage Affairs; and the Chi-
nese Lion Dance and folk music or-
ganized by the Westfield Area Chi-
nese American Association.

There will also be booths from
various countries displaying infor-
mation, crafts, artwork, clothing, and
other activities including a carrom
board, henna and origami. In addi-
tion, several local restaurants will be
on hand to represent international
cuisines, including Westfield Station
Café, Vine Ripe Markets, 1958 Cu-
ban Cuisine, and Outta Hand Pizza.

“I’m thrilled to have Westfield host
this event to highlight the many vi-
brant cultures in and around our
town,” said Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle. “We’ve seen such an enthu-
siastic response from members of the
community to showcase their heri-
tages and participate in this first-time
event. I hope everyone will join us for
what I expect will be a fantastic after-
noon celebrating diversity.”

“The Board of Chosen Freeholders
are pleased to provide support for the
Westfield Multicultural Festival,” said
Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski. “I am glad that the Town of
Westfield is celebrating the melting
pot of different cultures within the
community. Our diversity is what
makes the County of Union a won-
derful place to live, work, and visit.”

This event is free to the public and
attendees are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs to enjoy the performances.
In the event of rain, the festivities will
be moved to Saturday, September 21.

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

“It’s complicated.”
Thus spake Luce Edgar, heretofore the

brilliant and handsome apple of every
teacher’s eye at his high school in Arling-
ton, Virginia, when the senior’s stellar
reputation suddenly comes into question.
Guilty or not of the swirling accusations,
rumors and innuendoes, Kelvin Harrison,
Jr.’s superbly sculpted BMOC speaks
volumes about the perception of stature.
The predicament in which he finds him-
self is but one of numerous subplots that
writhe, conjoin and impressively coa-
lesce into a highly dramatic meditation
on the very essence of truth itself.

Director Julius Onah, who co-wrote the
screenplay with J.C. Lee, puts the tension
level to the metal, intriguingly casting
aspersions like so many crumbs upon the
water, and in the process testing our ability
to separate cogent facts from those that
have been artfully manipulated. Shades of
Anatomy of a Murder (1959) in that all is
not what it seems to be, and that hardly
anyone immersed in the nitty-gritty of the
surreptitious goings-on can cast the pro-
verbial first stone in good conscience, the
scrutinization of our collective soul proves
quite exhausting.

By the closing credits, my frustration
at the absence of absolutes had me wish-
ing that Socrates might hop on stage for a
quick intervention about dealing with our
fallibility. Hopefully I’d have pen and
paper for his autograph. It’d look good
right next to my Warhol.

The given is that, in the final analysis,
this studious film makes its bones by
stirring your gray matter into being the
arbiter of its profound quandaries. And
while not being a puzzle solver and much
preferring a regular assembly line of easy
answers in life, such occasional prompt-
ing to test one’s mental acuity does have
its heartening place. Maybe it’s longer
than I think before I’ll be spilling por-
ridge on my Ferrari-emblazoned bib.

In any case, while you’ll be pressed
into investigative service by Luce, you
won’t know it right away. It’s almost
imperceptible. The trick is, the wolf as-
pect of the movie is sheathed in almost
playful sheep’s clothing as we are intro-
duced to college-bound Luce, a survivor
of the physical and psychological devas-
tations of civil war in his native Eritrea.
Adopted at age nine by a well-to-do white
couple portrayed by Naomi Watts and
Tim Roth, on first blush his rescue from
being just another ugly statistic of man’s
inhumanity to man stands in baffling
contrast to this testament of our goodness
and altruism. He is happy and perfect. Or
at least that’s how most folks in his em-
bracing society wish to see it.

But the ominousness seeps like vapor
onto the scenario, and once the hints of
something going on behind the Wizard of
Oz’s curtain are plied, we are tacitly
asked, ‘What’s wrong with this picture?’
And just to keep both sides of our brain
busy, Luce thickens the plot with a socio-
logical update on race relations courtesy

of the trials and tribulations that will
ultimately challenge our astute, test-tube
title character’s reputation and inner re-
solve.

It’s embroidered in the dialogue,
stitched into the
interactions…Reconstruction denied until
the Civil Rights Act of Lyndon Johnson’s
administration, 100 years after freedom
rang…the wound of our land’s original
sin left open to be picked at by the vulture
of bigotry.

I agree with the historians who say that
Lincoln was too brilliant a politician to
have let this happen…that if he had lived,
those greedy and racist powers that be
couldn’t have turned former slaves into a
second class of essentially indentured
servants. But as it stands, the Civil War
never really ended. It is fought every day,
obvious in voter suppression, tokenism,
symbolic gesture and a thousand other
disingenuous acts of unkindness. And so,
in the high school of the community
where Luce has been plopped down as
the poster child of progressivism, the
politics of Babbittry are nonetheless
played out in a microcosmic example of
America’s biggest eyesore.

It is a lot for a teenager to reckon with,
especially if one’s scars from the horrors
of a war-torn childhood have healed only
on the surface. But reminding of a young
Sidney Poitier as he channels the inner
strength it takes to be much more than is
required of one’s peers, Kelvin Harrison,
Jr. is hip to the heroism. Scrambling to
maintain balance as his parents suddenly
question his true nature, his star pupil
status challenged by Octavia Spencer’s
complexly stern educator, Luce’s plight
imparts a consolation axiom whilst mull-
ing the inscrutability of prejudice:
Whether involved in a life-defining im-
broglio or just trying to get good grades,
a backpack isn’t the heaviest thing a high-
schooler has to shoulder.

Luce, rated R, is a Neon release di-
rected by Julius Onah and stars Kelvin
Harrison, Jr., Naomi Watts and Tim Roth.
Running time: 109 minutes.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POSITIVITY IN THE PARK…Kelli Bruno, center with acoustic guitar, per-
forms her original album “Nomahegan” in Nomahegan Park in Cranford in a free
concert this past Sunday afternoon. A crowd set up their chairs and blankets to
relax at the park in mild temperatures while she performed her songs offering up
positive messages in between each tune.

NEWEST FILMS…The Current War, Lucy In the Sky and many more not-yet-
released movies will premiere in the Arthouse Film Festival beginning Monday,
September 23, at AMC Mountainside and AMC Monmouth Mall. For informa-
tion, call (732) 870-6012 or visit: www.ArthouseFilmFestival.com.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Luce
Enlightening
3 popcorns

The Choral Arts
Society of NJ
Seeks Singers

AREA — The Choral Art Soci-
ety (CAS) of NJ, under the direc-
tion of Martin Sedek, launches its
2020 season and welcomes new
prospective members. The Cho-
ral Art Society of NJ since 1963 -
is a community chorus dedicated
to the study and performance of
the choral literature. Under the
direction of conductor Martin
Sedek, the choir performs two con-
certs each year, usually with or-
chestral accompaniment. CAS is
an avocational ensemble, so audi-
tions are not required; though sing-
ing and basic music reading abil-
ity is required. A hearing session
will take place with the director to
confirm voice part. CAS is a dues-
paying organization, with mem-
bership dues of $150 for the full
year, plus the cost of music (appx.
$20 per concert). CAS rehearses
in the choir room of The Presby-
terian Church, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield, on
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 10
p.m. Visit CASofNJ.org for more
information.

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res
submissions for
consideration to

ae@goleader.com.

WESTFIELD — Steeple Concerts at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield
has announced its program for the 2019-
2020 season. Sponsored by The Friends
of Music at St. Paul’s, the series includes
five concerts that feature a mix of instru-
mental and vocal music for all tastes. All
concerts are scheduled on Sunday after-
noons at 5 p.m.

The season opens on Sunday, Septem-
ber 22, with the dynamic and versatile
Argus String Quartet. Argus has quickly
acquired an impressive reputation since
its founding in Los Angeles in 2013. The
group “draws unexpected musical con-
nections across styles and centuries, fos-
tering community amongst performers,
audiences, and composers alike.”
(Calgary Herald). Argus has performed
at many prestigious venues, including
Carnegie’s Weill and Zankel Halls and
Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall. Debut
performances for Washington Perform-
ing Arts at the Kennedy Center and Lin-
coln Center’s Great Performers series are
upcoming in 2019-20.

Violinist Lara St. John will perform a
varied program of traditional classical, as
well as folk-inspired music on November
17, with Matt Herskowitz at the piano.
Canadian-born St. John, a “high-pow-
ered soloist” (New York Times), has per-
formed with the orchestras of Cleveland,
Philadelphia, San Francisco, and Seattle,

as well as the Boston Pops and the Zurich
Chamber Orchestra.

The concert on January 26, 2020, fea-
tures a change of pace with the Canadian
Guitar Quartet (CGQ). CGQ’s most re-
cent album, “Mappa Mundi,” includes
works ranging from a Vivaldi concerto to
the Argentine tango.

March 26 brings to St. Paul’s The
Westerlies, a celebrated brass quartet.
Based in New York, the quartet is com-
prised of four childhood friends from
Seattle and features music for two trum-
pets and two trombones. The Westerlies
“navigate a wide array of venues and
projects with the precision of a string
quartet, the audacity of a rock band, and
the charm of a family sing-along.”

The season concludes with the 34th
Annual Masterworks Concert, featuring
the St. Paul’s Parish Choir with orches-
tra. This year’s concert, “Beethoven &
DvoYák,” will feature Antonin DvoYák’s
“Mass in D” and Ludwig van Beethoven’s
“Choral Fantasy.” The DvoYák Mass
exhibits the influence of Czech folk mu-
sic while scholars have noted similarities
between the Beethoven Fantasy and his
later Ninth Symphony.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located
at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Season subscriptions, as well as tickets to
individual concerts, are available at
www.steepleconcerts.org.

Follow Us on
Instagram

@westfieldleader
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FINDING HOPE...Peter Romano as Amir and Layan Elwazani as Yasmina in the Premiere Stages fascinating production
of Yasmina’s Necklace by Rohina Malik, continuing at Kean University’s Premiere Stages through Sunday, September 22.

Yasmina’s Necklace Celebrates
Diversity and Understanding

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Kean University’s Pre-
miere Stages presented the New Jer-
sey Premiere of Rohina Malik’s Jo-
seph Jefferson Award-Nominated
play Yasmina’s Necklace in its Bauer
Boucher Theatre Center last week-
end, with the show continuing
through Sunday, September 22.

Ms. Malik has written an intrigu-
ing play that speaks to issues that
face us in today’s world. The story of
Abdul Samee (Cesar J. Rosado)
might be one of thousands of people

in 2019 who don’t feel they fit in. His
background is diverse: Abdul’s fa-
ther is an Iraqi Muslim and his mother
is Puerto Rican Catholic. He refers
to himself as a salad. He’s felt big-
otry and racism when he submits his
resume for jobs. As soon as he hides
his true heritage, changes his name
to Sam and tells people he is Italian,
he lands a job easily. Not only has he
changed his name, but he marries an
American, all the while seemingly
turning his back on his culture.

His mother Sara (Socorro
Stantiago) and father Ali (Eliud

Kauffman) tell Sam, their only child,
that he has disgraced the family.
Not only did Abdul change his name,
but also married an American girl in
a secret Las Vegas wedding, was
cuckolded by her and then divorced.
His life is a mess. Nursing his hurt
and humiliation, Sam doesn’t want
to be set up on a date by anyone,
much less his parents.

But grudgingly, Sam is dragged
by his family, along with match-
maker Imam Kareem (Robert Man-
ning, Jr.) to the apartment of an
Iraqi refugee, Musa, (Haythem
Noor) the father of a headstrong,
young, unmarried woman named
Yasmina (played passionately by
Layan Elwazani). Yasmina’s mother
was killed brutally in war and the
memories haunt her. The young
woman’s only peace comes through
her artwork. She sees herself as a
broken woman and wants to assist
other young female refugees by of-
fering classes for help with lan-
guage, getting jobs and becoming
whole. Sam and Yasmina develop a
friendship in working on her not-
for-profit organization, she tells him
she feels damaged because of what
she has seen in her life in Iraq.

“I’m not normal,” she tells Sam,
but doesn’t reveal to him exactly
what all she has been through. She’s
seen her city ravaged and the cul-
tural riches in museums and art gal-
leries looted. Her country and heri-
tage mean everything to her. That
loyalty to her culture is juxtaposed
to Sam’s lack of pride in his. She
explains to Sam that a tree without
roots cannot stand for long. A weak

tree has weak roots that can’t with-
stand storms whereas a “goodly tree
no storm can uproot.”

The necklace she wears constantly
has a touching backstory involving
Amir (Peter Romano), a boyhood
friend who appears in mysterious
flashbacks. Through that relation-
ship the message is conveyed sim-
ply, we are all human beings and we
all want peace.

The functional, ingenious set by
David M. Barber consists of a sug-
gestion of a mosque, the apartment
and a home. Behind a scrim, up-
stage walls of black and white pho-
tographed streets are dimly lit to
great effect. During flashback
scenes, fantastic lighting (Cha See)

lends to the mysterious atmosphere.
Director Kareem Fahmy has

brought Ms. Malik’s vision to life in
the most remarkable way through
spot-on casting, great pacing of the
realistic dialogue and smart stag-
ing. The playwright’s tackling of
contemporary issues is vital to un-
derstanding the world which we
share.

There’s no real fairy-tale ending
with this fascinating two-act play,
but that’s what makes it beautiful.
Through complexity and chaos,
there is hope for peace and under-
standing that ends with the main
characters’ just holding hands.

The show runs in the Bauer
Boucher Theatre Center in Vaugh

Photo by Mike Peters
FAMILY MATTERS...Robert Manning, Jr. as Imam Kareem, Socorro Santiago
as Sara, Haythem Noor as Musa, Layan Elwazani as Yasmina, Eliud Kauffman
as Ali, and Cesar J. Rosado as Sam in the Premiere Stages production of Yasmina’s
Necklace by Rohina Malik.

Eames Hall, located at 1000 Morris
Avenue, Union, Thursdays through
Sundays, through September 22.
Some performances offer discus-
sions, see the website for dates.

Ticket prices are $30 standard,
$20 for seniors, and $15 for stu-
dents and handicapped accessible.
For tickets, go to
www.premierestagesatkean.com or
call (908) 737-7469.

presents
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The Concert Hall, Drew University, Madison, NJ

featuring

200 North Avenue East | Westfield, New Jersey 07090 | Office 908.654.6666 | prominentproperties.com
Regional Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey

Living in New Jersey is a Genius DecisionTM

Each office is independently owned and operated

1222222 hhhiiilllcrestt aaaavveennuuee - ccrraaanffoorrdd 110055 ss. mmiiccchhiigaann avenue - kenilworth

2269 redwood road - scotch plains

LIVE LOCAL

1112 bbrightwood Ave - Westfield

We’ll Help You
Get Your Business
in the Spotlight!

goleader.com/form/bulletin



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, September 12, 2019

goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

Ballyhoo
To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

Advertise Your Business in This Online-Only Space • 10.5 x 1 ($40.00 per month)
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

Sponsor This Page!

MARTIN SPRINTS FOR 51-YD TD, 66-YR TD, WIDDER TO RICCI 10-YD TD; MANVILLE 2 SACKS

Holy Cross Comeback Stuns Raiders in Grid Opener, 30-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb defense and adequate
offense in the first half and early
in the third quarter put the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team in the driver’s seat with

a 21-0 lead during its home
opener against Holy Cross in
Scotch Plains on September 7.
But hydration problems and fa-
tigue seemed to take effect af-
terwards and the Lancers capi-
talized with success in the air,

some trickery and an intercep-
tion, while their big running back,
235-lb Nasir Abney, kept pound-
ing away at the weary Raiders’
line, resulting in a 30-21 Holy
Cross come-from-behind victory.

The Raiders’ stifling defense
held the Lancers to minus six
yards rushing and 21 yards pass-
ing in the first half, while record-
ing three sacks. Junior linebacker
Jack Manville recorded a four-

yard sack then joined lineback-
ers Alex Werkheiser and Isaiah
Nathaniel on a six-yard sack.
Junior defensive lineman Lanre
Shoyoye added a 10-yard sack.

In the meantime, the Raiders’
offense racked up 140-yards
rushing on 20 carries and 41
yards in the air, which included a
10-yard touchdown (TD) strike
from quarterback Hayden Widder
to receiver Camden Ricci.

“We were just trying to put in a
whole game. The first half we

were energized and excited to
come out here and we did what
we had to do to get it in the end
zone,” Widder said.

“I would say that our defense
was clicking just like our offense.
We came in this game looking at
number 11 [Abney]. We knew he
was the guy we needed to con-
tain. We stopped them. We were
able to shut them out but the
second half, we got to come out
stronger next time,” Manville

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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warned.
Raider junior running back

Shawn Martin rushed for 120
yards on 18 carries in the first
half, which included a 51-yard
TD sprint down the left sideline.
Martin would add 78 yards on
seven carries in the second half,
which included a 66-yard TD run
down the right sideline early in
the third quarter.

On his first TD, Martin de-
scribed, “Liam Mahr and [Mike]
Banic and [Kenny] Yeager opened
up the holes. As soon as Hayden
gave me the ball, I saw a wide
open hole and I saw Yeager block-
ing down a linebacker.”

“When I take the snap from
Jack [Manville at center], I try to
see the holes that he can hit and
he bounces outside. One second
you see him and the next second
he’s all the way down field in the
end zone,” Widder added.

But Lancer running back Abney,
who was held to five yards in the
first half, managed to add 77

yards in the second half, includ-
ing a one-foot TD bash in the
fourth quarter. Junior wide re-
ceiver Josiah Bello had TD recep-
tions of 20 yards and 28 yards in
the second half to go with his 26-
yard reception and 20-yard in-
terception for a TD with six sec-
onds remaining in the game.

On their second series of the
game, the Raiders were moving
the ball but fumbled and the
Lancers took over at their own
37. But on the very first play,
Raider cornerback Marshall
Young made a leaping intercep-
tion at the SPF 35. With the help
of a 19-yard reception by wide
receiver Christian Piesch, the
Raiders went the distance to cap
a 13-play, 65-yard scoring drive
when Widder threw his 10-yard
TD strike to Ricci in the right
corner of the end zone with :41
left in the first quarter. Akin
Akinwunmi kicked the first of his
three points after touchdown
(PAT).

After their defense plugged the
Lancers, the Raiders went on the
offensive again after sophomore
Matt Power returned a punt 15
yards to the 38. On the fifth play,
Martin took the handoff from
Widder and swept left for his 51-
yard TD with 8:23 left in the half.
Shoyoye slowed down any Lancer
drive with his 10-yard sack then
Raider Justin Clark stopped them
in their tracks with an intercep-
tion that he returned from the
20-yard line to the 41 with six
seconds on the clock.

The third quarter began well
for the Raiders when Shoyoyo
recorded a nine-yard sack to force
a punt. On the third play with the
ball on the 34-yard line, Martin
swept right and hugged the side-
line for his 66-yard TD and a 21-
0 Raider lead with 8:42 left in the
third quarter.

The winds changed, the Lanc-
ers went to the air and Bello
added his 20-yard TD reception.
Abney ran in the two-point con-

version to make the score 21-8
with 4:18 on the clock. Next the
Lancers pulled off a successful
onside kick and took over at the
Raiders’ 41. On the fifth play,
Bello out-leaped a Raider de-
fender for his 28-yard TD to make
the score 21-14 with 1:46 left of
the third quarter.

Later the Raiders were put in a
hole and had to punt from near
their end zone. The punt soared
to the 42 where Bello returned it
to the 12 and the Lancers were in
business once again. The Lanc-
ers got a first down at the one-
foot line but it took them three
plays to plug it in when Abney
bashed through with 6:04 left in
the game. Abney’s two-point con-
version put the Lancers up 22-
21.

Time was not on the Raiders’
side. A Lancer punt bounced out
of bounds at the Raider two.
Bello then picked off Widder’s
pass and returned it for the TD
with 45 seconds remaining.

Abney ran in the two-point con-
version.

“Our coach pointed out that we
gassed out in the second half.
We need to condition more,”
Manville said.

“I could tell in the huddle we
were gassed,” Martin added.

“We were calling plays, every-
one was cramping and the line-
men weren’t hearing and Shawn
could not go anywhere. This week
we got to drink water, no soda,
stay hydrated and condition a
lot,” Widder said.

“We definitely showed our-
selves and showed everybody
else what we are capable of. I am
not worried about the rest of the
season,” Manville expressed.

“We are going to watch films
and we are going to work our
@** off. We are going to figure
out what we got to do,” Widder
emphasized.
Holy Cross 0 0 14 16 30
Sc Pl-Fanwood 7 7   7   0 21

Holy Cross Comeback Stuns Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in Home Opener, 30-21

more photos next page
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Friends of NJFO to Present Grand Season
Opening Party on Sept. 15 – All Welcome!

WESTFIELD -- Have you ever
tasted double fried chicken? Yum.
You are in for a treat. Chef Mihae
Cho’s famous Soy Garlic Double
Fried Chicken and mango salad
will be the highlight of the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra’s (NJFO)
season opening party on Sunday,
September 15, at the renowned
Roosterspin restaurant in
Westfield.

Added to succulent Korean fare
is a sampling of craft beer from
Untied Brewing Company and a
rousing karaoke session for those
who wish to participate.

Roosterspin, with its thousands
of jazz and 1950’s vinyl records
lining the walls, is the perfect place
for music lovers and supporters of
the New Jersey Festival Orchestra
to celebrate the opening of the
orchestra’s new season whose
season opening concert is Invita-
tion to the Waltz this October.

“When thinking about where to
hold our season opening event, I
couldn’t think of a better venue

than Roosterspin,” noted Jamie
Lemberg, President of the Friends
of the NJ Festival Orchestra. “The
inventive Korean fusion food, the
chic atmosphere and perfect down-
town Westfield location made it an
easy choice. Owner Mihae Cho is a
great restaurateur and serves up
so many unique flavors. Plus, her
vast music collection piping
through the space and private
karaoke rooms are fantastic”.

The Korean, Craft Beer and
Karaoke event will take place Sun-
day, September 15, from 4-6 p.m.
Tickets are $75 in advance, $85 at
the door. All adults 21 and over
are welcome!

Roosterspin is located at 251
North Avenue West in Downtown
Westfield.

For more information and ad-
vance tickets go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org.

The Friends of NJFO combine
the beauty of the arts combined
with the beauty of nature. Those
unable to attend the season open-

ing party, but still keen to support
the orchestra, are invited to pur-
chase beautiful mums on sale by
the Friends until September 21.
For more information, contact Kim-
berly Schoenknecht at
Kimberly.schoenknecht@yahoo.com
or go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org.

All fundraiser proceeds will di-
rectly benefit NJFO and support
NJFO education and music therapy
programs. “Fundraising is a key
element of the financial mix that’s
necessary to operate the orches-
tra,” according to David Wroe,
NJFO Music Director. “The ‘Friends’
have been true to their name in
this respect since the group’s very
inception. Supplemental fund rais-
ing is critical because only about a
third of our revenue comes from
the sale of tickets. Income from
fundraisers such as these will also
support our critical educational
outreach and music therapy pro-
grams. I looking forward to seeing
you at the season opening party!”

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ESTABLISHES A PUBLIC

ARTS COMMISSION
WESTFIELD – At its September

3 meeting, the Westfield Town
Council unanimously voted to
adopt General Ordinance 2142
to amend and supplement the
Town Code to allow for the es-
tablishment of a Public Arts Com-
mission.

“I am thrilled to see this ordi-
nance adopted to allow for a
Public Arts Commission, which
paves the way for a more coordi-
nated and comprehensive ap-
proach to utilizing art in the
Town’s public space,” said Mayor
Shelley Brindle. “The possibili-
ties for how public art can help

further improve Westfield are tre-
mendous, as we are already see-
ing with the upcoming mural
project on the South Avenue train
underpass.”

Mayor Brindle added that, in
the near future, there will be a
call for volunteers to help fill
key roles on the Public Arts
Commission. “As with al l
projects we have undertaken, I
am confident that the diversity
of talent and ideas among our
residents will help the Commis-
sion take shape and make a
positive community impact,”
she said.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Begins
School Yr. With 137th

Convocation Ceremony
 The Wardlaw+Hartridge

School in Edison kicked off its
137th year with the annual Con-
vocation Ceremony in Laidlaw
Gym on Thursday, September
5.

Lower and Middle School Stu-
dents entered the gym with their
teachers, smiling and eager to
begin the new school year. The
Upper School students marched
in behind their respective class
flags and were accompanied by
their advisors.

The Class of 2020, this year's
seniors, made a grand entrance
for their final Convocation cer-
emony. Class president Ricardo
Garces of North Brunswick and
vice president Logan D’Amore of
Scotch Plains led the senior class
into Laidlaw Gym. AJ Massaro of
South Plainfield, the school’s Stu-
dent Council President, led the

W+H student body in the Pledge
of Allegiance and MadJazz joined
selected W+H students to sing
America the Beautiful.

Andrew Webster of Edison,
Head of School, welcomed the
students, faculty, staff and par-
ents to the ceremony. Mr.
Webster challenged the stu-
dents, from PreK through Grade
12, to find ways to bring out the
best in others.  Rob Rizzo of
Scotch Plains, the President of
the Board of Trustees, spoke
about how the school instills and
fosters a love of learning in its
students. AJ Massaro delivered
a meaningful speech in which he
encouraged students to be com-
fortable trying new things in a
safe and caring school environ-
ment. Mr. Webster concluded
the program by wishing every-
one a wonderful school year.

Ricardo Garces of North Brunswick and Logan D’Amore of Scotch Plains lead the W+H Class of 2020
into the Convocation Ceremony.
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Former Speaker Newt Gingrich
Endorses Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.

WESTFIELD – The Kean for Con-
gress Campaign has announced
the endorsement of former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich.

“The Nancy Pelosi majority is
stifling American progress. For-
tunately, we’ve got a great Re-
publican candidate challenging
Congressman Malinowski to help
regain Republican control of the
House,” Mr. Gingrich said. “I’m
proud to endorse Tom Kean to be
the next Congressman to repre-
sent New Jersey’s 7th District.
Tom is a proven conservative

leader in the New Jersey State
Senate. He has been a steadfast
advocate for ethics reforms, lower
taxes, and small business with a
strong record of results.”

Senator Kean added, “Speaker
Gingrich knows what it takes to
build a majority and his endorse-
ment is an enormous boost to
our campaign. I am proud to
have his support and look for-
ward to working with him and
Leader McCarthy to defeat Tom
Malinowski and Nancy Pelosi.”

Mr. Kean has endorsements
from over 100 elected and party
officials in the district, and he
raised over $500,000 in the first
quarter of his candidacy. The
National Republican Congres-
sional Committee (NRCC) also
recently released the results of a
survey that showed Mr.
Malinowski down by two points
against Mr. Kean. Republicans
hold a partisan registration ad-
vantage of over 4,000 voters in
the district, according to the Kean
campaign.

I wholeheartedly endorse
Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock, Council President
Marc Lazarow, and Councilman
Russ Graham in this year’s
Garwood Council election. They
have a proven track record and
they’ve shown they get the job
done.

Their ideas have become re-
ality throughout their time in
elected office, from beautifying
our community to properly in-
vesting in our departments. No
job is too big or too small for
Jen, Marc, and Russ. They have
tackled major projects, like the
revitalization of Hartman Park,
by creating a vision for park
improvements, utilizing grant
opportunities, and completing
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the project on time and under
budget. On the other hand, they
roll up their sleeves and get to
work as you might have seen
them weeding at JFK Plaza or
Gurrieri Memorial Park as part of
the Green Team.

Jen, Marc, and Russ have
worked with the entire govern-
ing body to bring Garwood to-
gether. We have had more town
events, informal town hall meet-
ings about important topics, and
civility at meetings since they
joined the Council . They have
shown how they listen to the
residents of Garwood and serve
them diligently.

I am very confident they will
turn their new ideas into action
as well. I join them in continuing

to fight for more train stops and
one-seat rides along with increas-
ing road paving, looking for new
revenue sources to keep taxes
down, and more. With your sup-
port of the Blumenstock-
Lazarow-Graham ticket,
Garwood will continue progress-
ing into the future as a great
place to live.
Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco Endorses Democratic Council Candidates
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