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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CLOSED FOR BUSINESS...The Cranford Theatre closed last Wednesday night, the second local theater to close in the last
two weeks. The Rialto Theatre in Westfield closed in August. New Vision Cinemas, LLC operates both theaters but is not
the owner of the buildings.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JEFF TORBORG FIELD...Jeff Torborg, assisted by his family, cuts the ribbon
at Saturday’s dedication ceremony for Jeff Torborg Youth Baseball Field at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. See story Page 2.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
RUNWAY OF DREAMS…At the Westfield Fashion Show, the 2nd Sunday
Funday, clothes are modeled by children, teens and adults alike at the James Ward
Mansion. The event, sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation, was a
fund-raising event for Runway of Dreams, a nonprofit that promotes inclusion,
acceptance and opportunity in the fashion industry for people with disabilities.
Stores in town supplied the clothing as well as raffle gift baskets. Music was
provided by EJB Entertainment and Valencia School of Music.

Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
WEIGHING IN...New Jersey commuters weigh in Thursday on the transforma-
tion of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey’s Bus Terminal, the
nation’s largest bus terminal. The presentation was held at the Hilton Garden Inn
in Springfield. The project, which is expected to cost $7.5 to $10 billion, is
anticipated to be finished by 2030. See story Page 2.
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750 Walnut Ave. Denial, Master
Plan Moves to Committee

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The 750 Walnut
Avenue resolution to recommend to
the township committee to adopt the
planning board’s decision to not al-
low 750 Walnut Avenue be re-zoned
to residential was passed by the plan-
ning board last Wednesday. The town-
ship committee was to vote on the
resolution at its Tuesday committee
meeting. The resolution was not made
available to the press or public for

review.
Next, the board voted to adopt the

re-examination of the master plan,
which will move to the township com-
mittee to vote. Three residents had
asked the board about properties lo-
cated on North Avenue between Cen-
tennial Avenue and Alden Street. The
board said in the re-examination it
states that they recommend to evalu-
ate if the properties in that strip need
to be rehabilitated. It was not part of
the reexamination plan to notify the
property owners that that area is in-
cluded in the plan, Board President
Kathleen Murray said. There is po-
tential to establish small redevelop-

ment plans with the potential to offer
five-year tax abatements in a reha-
bilitation area, the board’s planner,
said Nicholas Dickerson of Maser
Consulting.

Property owner Ralph Brunette,
who owns an active business in this
area, asked if Harbor Consultant’s
study of this portion of North Avenue
to determine if it is a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment con-
ducted in December 2017 will be
used in determining the rehabilitation
status.

Also, in the downtown core, busi-
ness and transition areas, the board
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Bd. Supports Ordinances for
Charging Stations, Murals
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning board
last Wednesday gave its support for a
town ordinance establishing electric
vehicle charging stations which will
be located in different districts
throughout the town. In addition, the
board supported an ordinance that
will amend the definition of “mural”
as it relates to downtown Westfield.
The board also approved two sepa-
rate applications, including a subdi-
vision at 114 Midvale Terrace, as
well as correcting a “boundary en-
croachment” between 540 Dudley
Court and 535 Bradford Avenue.

Ordinance no. 2144, “establishing
electric vehicle infrastructure regula-
tions,” allows for electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations throughout
Westfield.

Planning board member Michael
LaPlace said the board should amend
the language to allow charging sta-
tions to be installed in various “dis-
tricts” within Westfield. EV vehicles
are becoming more popular with con-
sumers, stated Mr. LaPlace. Expand-
ing EV charging stations into all zones
will promote clean energy, while ser-
vicing residents and visitors seeking
a charging station close to a patron-
ized business within the downtown.

Several EV charging stations will
be located within Westfield’s busi-
ness district. Mr. Sammet said spe-
cific locations have not been solidi-
fied.

Until Wednesday’s meeting, the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance de-
fined a mural as a sign-type board,
stated Mr. Sammet. After unani-
mously approving the review of Gen-
eral Ordinance 2143, the planning
board redefined the term “mural.”
The expanded definition would des-
ignate a mural to be a town-approved

painting or display separate from a
business’ front signage, stated Town
Planner Donald Sammet.

He said the new definition addresses
resident expressed needs during the
Westfield Master Plan review citing
more artistic displays be infused into
Westfield’s public spaces, stated Mr.
Sammet. Artistic displays could in-
clude scenic paintings, historical de-
pictions or organizational driven dis-
plays.

Applicant Martin Cronin, of 114
Midvale Terrace, was unanimously
approved for a minor subdivision.
Mr. Cronin wants to subdivide the
property into two fully-conforming
building lots. Mr. Cronin will con-
tinue to live on the one property on
what will be the newly-subdivided
lot, stated the applicant’s professional
engineer, Edward S. Dec.

Mr. Dec stated the home Mr. Cronin
currently lives in will be aesthetically
preserved according to Westfield his-
torical standards. Mr. Cronin raised
his children in Westfield and will
continue to occupy his existing home
for “many years to come,” stated Mr.
Dec.

Mr. Dec said the home proposed to
be built on the lot created from the
approved subdivision will be in keep-
ing with the neighborhood aesthetic,
but will be built with modern materi-
als. The proposed home will include
a separate driveway and detached
garage for parking or storage consid-
erations.

“One house being historically main-
tained is a lot better than two new
houses,” said Mayor Shelley Brindle,
who has a seat on the planning board.

Mayor Brindle stated that, “it’s re-
freshing” when the board can support
proactive investment in the commu-
nity which maintains Westfield’s his-

Sports -- Cougars Fend Off Oak
Knoll in Girls’ Soccer; Holy Cross
Comeback Stuns Raiders in Grid
Opener; Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
in Tennis; Raiders Swat Bayonne Bees
in Girls’ Soccer; St. Vincent Stuns St.
Joseph for St. Bart’s Title.

Arts -- Friends of NJFO to Present
Grand Season Opening Party on Sep-

tember 15; Town of Westfield Estab-
lishes a Public Arts Commission.

Politics -- Former Speaker Newt
Gingrich Endorses Senator Tom Kean,
Jr.; Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco En-
dorses Democratic Council Candidates.

Education -- Wardlaw + Hartridge
Begins School Year with 137th Con-
vocation Ceremony.
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Owner of Closed Theaters Seeks
Towns’ Help In Finding Investors

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The property owner
of the Cranford Theatre and the Rialto
Theatre in Westfield is eyeing for the
towns to assist him in finding inves-
tors to reopen the movie theaters. The
Rialto closed August 23, with the
Cranford Theatre shutting down on
September 4.

Jesse Sayegh, the property owner,
had completely renovated the build-
ings about a decade ago, shortly be-
fore he sold off the properties, and
“made them like a jewel,” he told The
Westfield Leader. Now, at age 74, he
said he does not have the same energy
to re-invest in the businesses and is
seeking help from the municipalities

to find investors.
“I need the support of the town to

seek out investors at this stage of my
life,” Mr. Sayegh said. “I cannot do
what has to be done.”

 “I need investors to pitch in and
work with the municipality. To create
a model similar to Montclair. Absent
of that... Some people have been call-
ing me for other uses,” Mr. Sayegh
said.

In about four months, he is plan-
ning to hire an architect to draft op-
tions as to how the buildings could be
remodeled to suit a modern-day com-
munity movie theater. The Bellevue
in Montclair is the model, he said,
that would be viable today.

The Bellevue was revamped with a

handful of celebrity investors who
put in over a million dollars to
reconfigure the theater with an atrium,
eateries that offer meals throughout
the day, and the city was able to
garner a liquor license for the theater.
“Without the liquor license, it’s not
viable,” he said.

At the Cranford Theatre, there
would need to be a second floor added
to make it the concept of the Montclair
Bellevue theater.

For the Rialto, he had a prospect
call him to make it a performing arts
center or an opera house, and Mr.
Sayegh said he is considering it.

The buildings, should they not attract
a theater operator, could be fitted to
have mixed use of retail and apartments
and retain the marquees, he said.

“We’d like to see it operating as a
functional theater,” Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin told The Leader last
Wednesday. The Cranford Theatre is
“considered of historical importance
to our town,” Mayor Giblin said in a
township committee workshop meet-
ing on Monday night. A subcommit-
tee of residents and township offi-
cials is to be formed to assist in brain-
storming ideas, the township com-
mittee agreed to on Monday.

In the meantime, Mr. Sayegh and
New Vision Cinemas LLC are in court
over the lease agreement. Mr. Sayegh
had a lease agreement with New Vi-
sion Cinemas, which operated the
downtown theaters, that extended to
December 31, 2020. But New Vision
is looking to get out of the lease, Mr.
Sayegh said, and has filed a lawsuit
against him.

The two parties had a case manage-
ment conference on Monday in the
state Superior Court of Union County.
Justin Scheier, an attorney for New
Vision, said he expects the case to not
settle and to go to trial, which could
happen at the end of 2020. Mr. Sayegh

Committee Agrees to Say
No to 750 Walnut Rezoning

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee passed a resolution accepting
the planning board’s decision to not
rezone 750 Walnut Avenue at its com-
mittee meeting Tuesday. Attorney
Keith Loughlin of the law firm Hill
Wallack, on behalf of his client Hartz
Mountain Industries Inc., asked the
committee to reject the planning
board’s decision.

“It is our belief as indicated in our
letter...that the current C3 zoning does
not provide viable development op-
tions for the Hartz property,” Mr.
Loughlin said.

A third party has filed a civil action
with the State Superior Court of New
Jersey as of August 22, stating Iron
Ore Properties requests an appear-
ance and is being represented by at-
torney Gary Forshner, The Westfield
Leader discovered late Tuesday night.
Iron Ore Properties is the developer
of the new mixed-use property at 109
Walnut Avenue and is a real estate

development firm based in Millburn.
In other business, Mary Ann Hay

resigned from the zoning board of
adjustment. The township is seeking
residents to fill the term, which will
expire at the end of 2019.

Personnel appointments also were
made. Senior Tax Clerk Karyn King
was appointed as tax collector, and
Tax Clerk Christopher Houghton was
appointed deputy tax collector. Sarah
Ritter was appointed as a permanent
part-time office assistant in the build-
ing department.

In public comments, Jason Stevens
of 9 Richmond Avenue said his flood
insurance premiums have risen from
$2,700 to $8,495 since 2013, when
he moved into the house with his
family, and the new bill is estimated
to be $10,620.“We couldn’t have
picked a better town, but it is easily
the worst mistake we have ever made,”
Mr. Stevens said.

“We have waited three years since
the town applied for additional
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