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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of July!

Beth 
Sullivan
Top Sales and Overall Production

C. 908.578.3812

Julie 
Murphy
Top Listings

C. 908.415.6781

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ELVIS IN THE HOUSE...At the St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival in Scotch Plains over the Labor Day weekend,
Elvis (Mark Reno), backed up by Bill Turner and Blue Smoke Band, serenades the crowds on Saturday night. The pleasant
weather contributed to the fun.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

New Principals, Security Changes
Greet Pupils in New School Year

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HBO COMES TO CRANFORD...Vintage automobiles were in downtown
Cranford Thursday afternoon to be used in the filming of HBO’s “The Plot
Against America” starring John Turturro and Winona Ryder.

Westfield’s Full-Day Kinder
Plans for $12 Mil. Expansion

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation approved the next step for bring-
ing full-day kindergarten to the district
at its August 27 meeting. The prelimi-
nary building expansion plan presented
at the meeting will be sent to the New
Jersey Department of Education as an
application for approval.

As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, current buildings do
not provide enough space for a full-day
kindergarten program; Jefferson El-
ementary School and Washington El-
ementary School were chosen for ex-
pansion.

The proposed additions to Jefferson
and Washington schools, as well as the
previously upgraded Lincoln Early
Childhood Center, will house the esti-
mated 420 to 440 students for full-day
kindergarten.

Architect George Duthie, of Fraytak,
Veisz, Hopkins, Duthie, P.C., presented
the project, including building plans,
estimated costs and timeline.

According to Mr. Duthie, each school

will need an approximately 11,450-
square-foot expansion. Each addition
will include nine classrooms with self-
contained toilet rooms, a mechanical
room, a storage room and faculty
restrooms. Some of the proposed class-
rooms in each building will have “flex
space,” Mr. Duthie stated, for special
services or small-group instruction. The
proposed budget for Jefferson School
is $5.85 million. Washington will cost
approximately $6.01 million due to the
removal and reconstruction of the
school’s playground to make room for
the expansion.

The total cost is an estimated $11.86
million, which includes projected con-
struction inflation for the next three
years, furniture, utilities and security
equipment and installation. It also in-
cludes regulatory agency fees, other
fees and contingency funds.

“The project will be funded through
the sale of bonds. The taxpayers will
pay the debt on that bond,” Mr. Duthie
explained. He also stated that the project
may qualify for financial support from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The school year
in Westfield has brought leadership
changes with new principals at
Westfield High School and Roosevelt
Intermediate School as well as 26
new teachers.

Brian Gechtman of Scotch Plains is
the new principal of Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School (RIS). He succeeds
Mary Asfendis, who is now principal of
Westfield High School (WHS). In ad-
dition, Keith Brunson, previously dean
of 11th-grade students at Piscataway

High School, is the new assistant prin-
cipal at Roosevelt, filling the vacancy
left when Mr. Gechtman was promoted.

“They are working well and are ea-
ger to have the staff arrive (on Septem-
ber 3) and then they are eager for the
students to arrive [today],” Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
said during an interview with The
Westfield Leader on Thursday.

Superintendent Dolan said the main
focus of the summer by school officials
was security.

“We truly are fortunate that we have
the Westfield Police Department, who
has worked for years and continues to
do so, as well as training from the New
Jersey Department of Education on
security, (which includes) up-to-date
training on best practices (for school
security),” she said.

In addition, the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office offers programs for
school administrators.

“They (law enforcement) are the ex-
perts in security and we really appreci-
ate their efforts in working with us,
answering our questions and making
recommendations for the best way for
us to secure our schools,” she said.

The superintendent said this is not

only important during the school day,
but after hours when various commu-
nity groups are using the schools. “So
that was an area of focus,” she said.

Security changes were presented at
the August 27 board of education meet-
ing. She said following the board meet-
ing she sent an email to all staff and
parents announcing the security
changes. School principals also have
been sending out letters to parents.

A welcome video to parents includes
security changes.

She said all staff have tags that they
wear, which provide admittance to
school buildings. Superintendent Dolan
said access is “very specific,” meaning
a teacher only has access to the school
building he or she teaches in during
“specified hours and days of the year.”
Access is revoked once a staffer is no
longer employed by the district.

Staff have been trained in lockdown
situations, as evidenced last spring at
Tamaques Elementary School after
school hours when a man with a gun
showed up to see his ex-girlfriend who
is a teacher at the school. Superinten-
dent Dolan said all school buildings
also have panic buttons and staff can

New Super. Excited About
Joining Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Janet Wall-
ing, the new superintendent of the
Mountainside School District, is look-
ing forward to beginning the school
year and is grateful for the warm
welcome and support that the board,
staff and parents have provided over
the past two months.

During a recent interview, Mrs. Wall-
ing explained that she was attracted to
Mountainside because of its reputation
as a close-knit community, which sup-
ports and values its public schools. She
noted it is a district with an effective
board of education, strong parental in-
volvement and a highly engaged staff.
Mrs. Walling expressed her apprecia-
tion for the administrators, staff, and
custodians who have worked tirelessly
over the summer to prepare for the start
of the school year at Beechwood and
Deerfield Elementary Schools and is
looking forward to working with Ber-
keley Heights and other local districts
as the school year begins.

Mrs. Walling comes to Mountain-
side from the Atlantic Highlands

School District in Monmouth County,
where she worked for 31 years. She
began as a special-education teacher,
worked in regular education and gained
extensive experience in management
and administration by serving as in-
terim supervisor for both curriculum
and special education. Mrs. Walling
also served as principal of the Atlantic
Highlands Elementary School, which
served students from pre-kindergarten
to sixth grade, for more than a decade.

Mrs. Walling’s goals align with
Mountainside’s mission of providing
students with the opportunities, expe-
riences, and support needed in order to
become strong independent learners.
She envisions broadening professional
development opportunities for staff;
continuing the use of solid instruc-
tional practices; and extending the
implementation of social and emo-
tional learning strategies, as well as
data driven insights to support the
needs of what she termed the “whole
learner.” She said the district promotes
a collaborative learning environment,
infusing critical thinking, technology

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD RETURNS TO 40’s...HBO has chosen Downtown Cranford for a
filming location for their upcoming miniseries, “The Plot Against America.” It is
based on a Phillip Roth novel and is set in the 1940’s. Storefronts, traffic signs and
meters were made to look from the period. The traffic lines on the roads were blacked
out and old-time cars were lining the streets. Lots of people came out Thursday night
to take pictures. Filming was to take place Thursday and Friday overnight.

9/11 Memorial Events
Ceremonies and remembrance pro-

grams will take place next Wednes-
day, September 11, the 18th anniver-
sary of the attacks on the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon, and United Air-
lines Flight 93.

Scotch Plains — The annual me-
morial service will begin at 6 p.m. at
the 9/11 Memorial Monument on the
Alan M. Augustine Village Green,
adjacent to the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building on Park Avenue.

Cranford — The Cranford World
Trade Center Memorial Committee
and the Cranford Clergy Council
will host a 9/11 Memorial Service,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., at WTC
Park, located at Springfield and

North Union Avenues in Cranford.
In the event of inclement weather,
the service will be held at the First
Presbyterian Church across from
the park.

Westfield  — A remembrance cer-
emony will take place at 7 p.m. at the
9/11 memorial, located at North Av-
enue and East Broad Street. The pro-
gram will include clergy remarks,
presentation of a ceremonial wreath
and time for silent reflection.

Union County September 11th Me-
morial — Echo Lake Park, Moun-
tainside. The memorial will be open
to visitors from the morning hours
until 9 p.m. Visitors may bring and
light candles.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Tracts of South Ave. East Eyed
As Possible Redevelopment Area
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
Tuesday passed a resolution to recom-
mend to the planning board to investi-
gate whether to designate a strip on
South Avenue as a non-condemnation
redevelopment area. The properties to
be investigated would be the follow-
ing based on the block and lot infor-
mation provided in the resolution:

418 South Avenue East owned by
Westfield Crossing LLC, 421-429
South Avenue owned by Westfield
Crossing LLC, 448 South Avenue
East owned by Westfield Crossing

LLC (identified on Google maps as
Sevell’s Auto), 445-449 South Av-
enue owned by Beazer East Incorpo-
rated (TerraTherm on Google maps),
338 Windsor Avenue owned by
Westfield Crossing LLC (shown as
Sevell’s Auto Body on Google maps.)

Town planner Don Sammet would
conduct the investigation, which could
take until about December, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said.

In other business, during the work-
shop meeting, Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey said the town is to address
rising floodwaters. “We can’t deny
seeing more and more of that with the

building,” Ms. Mackey said.
The results of a leaf-collection sur-

vey showed 545 residents responded,
Councilman David Contract said. Of
the respondents, 53 percent were ex-
tremely satisfied with leaf collection,
while 40 percent were not satisfied,
Mr. Contract said.

He has recommended creating a
leaf collection committee to study
how to collect leaves in town. “We
need to figure out a better way in
Westfield,” Mr. Contract stated. Cur-
rently, the town offers street side
pickup of leaf piles that are to be put
out on the street within one week of
being collected.

Mayor Shelley Brindle suggested
that the town possibly hire extra leaf-
collection staff during heavier leaf-
collection periods.

In regards to recycling, the town’s
conservation center collected more
than 500 pounds of plastic bags, which
earned the municipality a free park
bench from Trex Company, Council-
man Contract said. “Bring it clean and
dry and it can be recycled,” Mr. Con-
tract said. Mayor Brindle suggested
placing the bench in the Mindowaskin
Park playground. The bench has a
back on it, unlike the new benches
which are designed backless to be
handicapped accessible. The mayor
said she had heard from some nursing
moms and seniors who said they would
prefer a bench with a back.

Also, starting next year, the town
will only sell permits to the conserva-
tion center online.

With school starting this week,
school crossing guards have been at-
tending training through the new com-
pany contracted to supply the guards
to the town. “They still have a few
spots to fill,” Mr. Gildea said, further
commenting that about three or four
guards are needed. Of the guards who
had been hired by the town previ-

Courtesy of the Westfield Board of Education
BACK TO SCHOOL...Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul Peyton inter-
views Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D, last Thursday concern-
ing the new school year.

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Index

SPORTS -- Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Football Preseason with scrimmage
game; Westfield/Cranford Football
scrimmage; Westfield Devilfish Sea-
son Wrapup.

Town News -- Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle’s Opening Remarks
from the September 3 Town Council
meeting.

~See goleader.com~
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Successful Journeys Begin Here!
Join us for Open House: Oct. 27, 2019 

Courtesy of the Westfield Board of Education
NEWLY HIRED...Twenty-six newly hired teachers attended the Westfield New Teacher Institute last week in preparation
for the new school year.

LEADER IN STOCKHOLM...Richard Sherman and Lorraine Davis enjoy read-
ing The Westfield Leader while in Stockholm, Sweden.
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Walling
and collaboration skills that are criti-
cal for 21st century learners.

Despite the media’s widespread fo-
cus on standardized test scores as the
sole metric of performance, Mrs. Wall-
ing explained that the district’s focus is
to evaluate a variety of student achieve-
ment data in order to better target
student learning needs so that every
student is provided with the support
necessary to be challenged and suc-
ceed at his/her appropriate level.

Leader/Times Thanks Our
2019 Summer Interns

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times would
like to thank our summer interns Jill
Burke and Greta Frontero, both of
Westfield, for all their hard work this
past summer.

Miss Burke is entering the final
semester of her senior year at the
University of Southern California
where she is an economics major and
a sports media industries minor with
a strong interest in sports journalism.
She is a beat sports writer for the
Daily Trojan. She is a 2015 graduate
of Morristown-Beard School.

As a reporter for our newspapers,
Miss Burke covered a visit by Gover-
nor Phil Murphy to Westfield, the
Westfield High School, Cranford
High School and Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School graduations, as
well as a feature story on the removal
of finials from the roof of the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield. She also reported on Na-
tional Night Out events in our area,

the Westfield Neighborhood Council
anniversary and on meetings of the
Westfield and Cranford zoning
boards.

Miss Burke also helped launch our
newspaper’s Instagram page.

Miss Frontero is a 2019 Westfield
High School graduate. She is entering
her sophomore year at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison studying journal-
ism. As a freshman, she worked for the
student-run publication, the Badger
Herald.

Miss Frontero wrote a number of
articles for our Arts & Entertainment
Section over the summer including a
feature on the Ghost Funk Orches-
tra, a review of The Wake, a profile of
author Joshua Suri for his book, “A
Book of Dreams,” and a preview of
The Westfield High School (WHS)
Runway of Dreams Club’s first-ever
“WHS Rocks the Runway of
Dreams” fashion show. She also
wrote a feature on the late Fanwood
Police Chief Anthony Parenti.

THE FORCE IS WITH HER...The Cranford Public Library held its annual
Summer Carnival August 17. It marked the end of the library’s Summer Reading
Challenge and celebrated the hard work of its readers. This year, about 364 people
attended the carnival. Pictured, library staff member Sherry Lange, who runs the
event each year, is joined by members of Star Wars’ 501st Legion.

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT…Spencer Linenberg of Boy Scout Troop 77 recently
built an entrance to the Dunham Ave. Bird Sanctuary in Westfield as part of his Eagle
Scout project. With the help of friends, family and volunteers from Troop 77, he laid
a gravel path and patio and installed a bench, entrance sign and information board.
As a result, it is now much easier for visitors to find and enjoy the bird sanctuary. It
is located at the end of the shared driveway between 870 and 902 Summit Ave.

ously, three guards opted not to re-
turn, Mr. Gildea said. Police Chief
Christopher Battiloro said, “You will
still see police officers covering those
posts.” It will be about two to three
weeks until the guards “are fully
trained and ready to go,” he noted.

In the past, Chief Battiloro said,
“We have been covering 10 to 15
posts that need to be covered.”

There are about 50 posts, Mayor
Brindle said.

The fire department was authorized
to purchase a new Pumper Fire Engine
5 for $665,000. It is replacing a 25-
year-old pumper truck. The depart-
ment is expecting to have it in May or
June of next year, Fire Chief Anthony
Tiller said. The design mimics Engine
4, which is two years old, he stated.

An ordinance was passed to add a
stop sign at the intersections of Moun-
tain and Lawrence Avenues and North
Avenue and West Dudley Avenue,
where currently there is a yield sign.

In support of the town’s move to add
more public art, The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield gave a $10,000
gift to the Town for Westfield 300,
which will be put towards the mural
that will include The Presbyterian
Church. In the same realm, the town
passed on second reading an ordi-
nance establishing a public arts com-
mission to review and consider appli-
cations for the creation of public art.

In other news, a Senior Fair is to be
held from 9 to 11 a.m. on Friday, Sep-
tember 20, in the municipal building.

Construction at the kiosk at the train
station is to start in two weeks, Mr.
Gildea said. Plumbing is to be added
and electric upgraded. The work is
expected to “take no more than a couple
months,” Mr. Gildea said.

Kathleen Miller Prunty started Tues-
day in her role as interim director of

the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
Councilwoman Mackey said. Ms. Prunty
retired as director of Cranford’s Down-
town Management Corporation and is
now running for a Democratic seat on
the township committee in Cranford.

Ms. Mackey confirmed that Ms.
Prunty is not seeking to remain in the
position permanently. Councilman
Frank Arena felt it would be a conflict
of interest to have Ms. Prunty in the
role if she was to be elected as a
commissioner in Cranford. He ques-
tioned where her interest would lie
should a particular business consider
moving into either Westfield or Cran-
ford. Mayor Brindle said she dis-
agreed, and further said there are other
municipalities that have had direc-
tors of downtowns serve in an elected
position in a different town.

Mayor Brindle said she has been in
talks with the landlord of the property
where the Rialto Theater operated.
“No one was more surprised than the
property owner when the tenant va-
cated the building without any ad-
vance notice. To reiterate, the property
has not been sold, and was closed as
the result of a legal dispute between
New Vision and Rialto Properties. I
have spent many hours speaking with
both parties about the current state of
their litigation and also about the near
and long-term possibilities for the the-
ater. I am encouraged by the property
owner’s concern and commitment to
reimagining what is possible, similar
to what he enabled with his other prop-
erty, the Bellevue Theater in Montclair,
which is going through a significant
transformation before reopening as a
movie/performance arts space,” Mayor
Brindle said in her statement at the
council meeting.

She noted that “numerous residents”
have reached out about saving The
Rialto. “I can promise you that all
options are on the table, and I will do
whatever is in my authority to ensure
that the Rialto will remain a staple of
our downtown for generations to
come,” Mayor Brindle said.

quickly lock classroom doors during an
emergency. New and updated cameras
also have been installed.

Monthly fire and security drills are
held at schools. She said the Depart-
ment of Education required lockdown
and evacuation drills.

New classroom, cafeteria, library and
gym doors are being installed at Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools
and Westfield High School. New el-
ementary school doors will be installed
next year.

“Some of those doors will be tied into
our alarm system,” Superintendent
Dolan said, noting when a lockdown is
called all doors are automatically
locked.

Security gates also have been in-
stalled in the intermediate schools and
the high school to block access to the
rest of the school when community
groups are using the school buildings
such as when they are using a school
auditorium.

In terms of elections being held in
school buildings, Superintendent Dolan
said voting used to be held in seven
schools, but is now only in three schools.
The three remaining schools have gym-
nasiums that have separate entrances
which are better secured for voters en-
tering the buildings. When school is in
session police officers are present to
prevent entry to the rest of those schools.

Another project nearly complete is
the renovations to Kehler Stadium. The
superintendent said the track has been
completed, but it is important that no
one uses the track as it was just laid.
New turf for the field, grandstands and
restroom renovations were included in
the project and have been completed.

“So we need people to be patient
until we can open up that field and
track,” Superintendent Dolan said.

New staff took part in the district’s
new teacher institute held last Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday. A leader-

ship team of veteran teachers did some
of the training along with school ad-
ministrators.

The new school year also brings cur-
riculum changes to AP Physics, one of
the high-school humanity courses and
K-4 Social Studies.

Superintendent Dolan said school
resource officers at the intermediate
schools and the high school have spe-
cialized training to work in schools, “to
help build a culture in a school that’s
positive.” In addition, Westfield police
officers visit the elementary schools
and the Lincoln Early Childhood Cen-
ter twice a day.

The district’s paraprofessionals are
in contract negotiations as their con-
tract expired on June 30. All other
employees, including the Westfield
Education Association, are still work-
ing within their current agreements.

Also, she said Westfield “continues
to work as a district regarding social
and emotional learning in our class-
rooms.” She said this gives students
“practice in being self aware and under-
standing self management, also mak-
ing sure they have social awareness,
how to interact with others, that they get
practice in responsible decision mak-
ing and understand the consequences
of their decisions and that they develop
their relationship skills.”

She said the district does this in part-
nership with parents. Superintendent
Dolan said all teachers have been trained
to recognize warning signs in the stu-
dents and to report such behavior to
school counselors, who will assess the
matter and, if support is needed, contact
the child’s parents.

“Part of education is the rapport be-
tween teachers and students. There is
no doubt of that...If you have that rap-
port it is amazing what students will
learn and they will grow in a classroom
and our teachers recognize that,” Su-
perintendent Dolan said.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Attorney John Post advised the pub-
lic at Tuesday night’s borough coun-
cil meeting that the developer of Al-
pine Ridge, a 55-and-older commu-
nity located on Route 22, last week
filed a lawsuit against the borough in
state Superior Court in Union County
seeking to overturn the prohibitions
on renting the units, which were im-
posed as part of the building approval
process.

Several residents who attended
Tuesday’s meeting expressed concerns
regarding the rentals, which can be
found online at sites such as
Apartments.com and stated that sev-
eral young children may be living at the
complex despite its age restrictions.
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli promised an
investigation would be conducted.

Council members also discussed
the possibility of investigating pass-
ing an ordinance to ban single-use
plastic items. Mayor Mirabelli noted
that Belmar, Maplewood, and Cran-
ford have all recently passed laws.
While several council members in-
cluding Councilmen Glenn Mortimer
and Rene Dierkes expressed concerns
regarding enforcement and the im-
pact on local businesses all agreed
additional research and input from
residents was needed.

On August 13, 2019, Cranford be-
came the 17th town in New Jersey to
enact a prohibition on plastic bags.
The Cranford ordinance, which
passed by a 4-to-1 vote, gives busi-
nesses until July 2020, to halt distrib-
uting certain items, “unless first re-
quested by the customer.” Those items
include single-use plastic carry-out
bags, single-use plastic utensils, plas-
tic straws and stirrers, and plastic
cups, including lids. The exceptions
include if a customer requests a plas-
tic hot or cold lid, certain types of
recyclable containers, such as plas-
tics No. 1 and 2, and wide straws.

The exceptions were required due

to the nature of some of the items,
such as thick milk shakes and ice
cream products that would not be
consumable with a regular width
straw. While the ordinance does not
require a fine, businesses could face
up to $1,000 for violations, the maxi-
mum allowed under the current recy-
cling ordinance.

Mayor Mirabelli reported that the
September edition of New Jersey
Monthly magazine has ranked Moun-
tainside No. 9 in its list of “Top 100
Towns in New Jersey.” The research
firm hired by the magazine considered
five categories: home values, property
taxes, crime rate, school performance
and a “lifestyle factor. In 2017, the
magazine ranked Mountainside 12th.
In 2015, it was ranked 70th.

The Mayor also noted that for the
10th year in a row there have been no
comments by the auditors on the
borough’s operations, which he noted
was a testament to the responsible
stewardship and hard work of Chief
Financial Officer Jill Goode and her
staff. The Mayor also urged all home-
owner and business owners that there
will be a public meeting regarding the
property tax reassessment program at
7 p.m. on Thursday, September 12 at
the gymnasium at the Deerfield El-
ementary School. The meeting will
include a presentation by the appraisal
company and will provide detailed
information to homeowners on the
timetable and process.

In other business, the council mem-
bers unanimously voted to partici-
pate in the Union County Leaf Dis-
posal Program at the same rates as
last year and to investigate applying
for a New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation state aid grant for Bristol
Road. Councilman Robert W. Messler
indicated that he is continuing to work
with Union County and the state to
see what options might be available
to alleviate traffic congestion on New
Providence Road.

The council’s next meeting will be
held on Tuesday, September 17.

Alpine Ridge Developer
Files Suit to Allow Rentals

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dolan Interview

Image by Sven Erik Arndt
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the state because full-day kindergarten
expansion is “an eligible project from
the point of view of the New Jersey
Department of Education.”

Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan said the bond debt cost to
individual households would be about
$100 annually for approximately 30
years.

Ms. Sullivan also said that building
the facility is a “one-time expense,”
while the operating costs would recur
yearly. Ms. Sullivan speculated the an-
nual staffing and operating expense
would be “about three million in today’s
dollars, but by 2022 that would be
higher” and “will grow every year.”

Residents would pay an additional
$300 to $400 annually. This, added to
the $100 for the next 30 years for the
bond, brings the total cost to taxpayers
to a “really rough” estimate of $400 to
$500 per year, according to Ms.
Sullivan.

Residents will get a chance to vote
twice on these financial changes. The

first would be a special election on
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 for the bond
referendum. If the referendum passes,
assuming time for project bids, agency
reviews and approvals, Mr. Duthie pro-
posed a March 15, 2021 construction
start date with completion approxi-
mately by July 29, 2022.

The second vote, regarding the
district’s operating budget, will occur
in November of 2021. According to
Ms. Sullivan, if the referendum passes
but the operating budget fails, the build-
ing addition will exist, but without a
full-day kindergarten program. There
is legislation being proposed in the
state Senate and Assembly that could
combine these two votes, according to
board member Brendan Galligan, but
no legislation has passed yet, and the
two votes may remain separate.

“The final decision to move forward
with this project will be made by the
voters who turn out to vote for the
March referendum,” Mr. Duthie as-
serted.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Full Day K in Westfield
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9/11 Memorial Events
Ceremonies and remembrance pro-

grams will take place next Wednes-
day, September 11, the 18th anniver-
sary of the attacks on the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon, and United Air-
lines Flight 93.

Scotch Plains — The annual me-
morial service will begin at 6 p.m. at
the 9/11 Memorial Monument on the
Alan M. Augustine Village Green,
adjacent to the Scotch Plains Munici-
pal Building on Park Avenue.

Cranford — The Cranford World
Trade Center Memorial Committee
and the Cranford Clergy Council
will host a 9/11 Memorial Service,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., at WTC
Park, located at Springfield and

North Union Avenues in Cranford.
In the event of inclement weather,
the service will be held at the First
Presbyterian Church across from
the park.

Westfield  — A remembrance cer-
emony will take place at 7 p.m. at the
9/11 memorial, located at North Av-
enue and East Broad Street. The pro-
gram will include clergy remarks,
presentation of a ceremonial wreath
and time for silent reflection.

Union County September 11th Me-
morial — Echo Lake Park, Moun-
tainside. The memorial will be open
to visitors from the morning hours
until 9 p.m. Visitors may bring and
light candles.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

K9 Resorts to Expand on South;
Dental Practice Seeks Parking

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELVIS IN THE HOUSE...At the St. Bartholomew/UNICO Italian Festival over the Labor Day weekend, Elvis (Mark Reno),
backed up by Bill Turner and Blue Smoke Band, serenades the crowds on Saturday night. The pleasant weather contributed
to the fun.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – K9 Resorts is to see
an expansion of its doggie day care
and boarding flagship site on South
Avenue. The planning board approved
unanimously on August 28 to allow
the variances needed to make way for
the expansion of the building.

The current operation has about 12
employees on the clock at any given
time, and the expansion will trigger
the need for about 18 to 20 employees
on hand at any given time, the co-
owner and Chief Executive Officer

Steven Parker said.
Currently, the boarding facility has

eight luxury suites, 30 cages, and 39
executive suites. The new addition
will add 24 new cages, and 48 new
executive rooms, which are five-foot
by seven-foot in size, for overnight.
The addition will also increase the
capacity for 50 dogs in its daycare
option, Mr. Parker said. Also, two
new exercise areas for the dogs will
be included, as well as a second-story
addition that will have an outdoor
area, Mr. Parker said.

Also, for daycare there will be three
designated play areas for dogs that
are small, medium and large in size,
and dogs who prefer to be alone will
have designated time for outdoor play
alone and four separate times with a
staffer. Shade can be provided for
dogs, Mr. Parker said at the question
of board member Anthony Carter.

Variances approved included a
shortfall of parking by 27 spaces, no
rear yard setback, and a side-yard
setback on the easterly side of five
feet where eight feet is required. K9

Resorts is combining an adjacent lot
where a construction yard operates
into one lot. In 2015, K9 resorts moved
from a nearby location on South Av-
enue and built a new boarding facility
at 57 South Avenue. The company
started in Fanwood in 2005, and now
has 40 state-of-the-art K9 Resorts
across the country, Mr. Parker said.

Two new exercise areas include
one on the second-story addition,
measuring 35 feet by 20 feet, to the
westerly side of the building, as well
as a new, ground-level exercise area
for the dogs, measuring 65 by 50 feet,
at the rear of the property, planner for
the applicant, James Watson, said. It
will have a permeable turf ground
that filters the dog urine and rain to a
stone base, which then collects into a
basin. A third exercise area already in
place to the easterly side will remain,
Mr. Watson said.

Residents whose homes are situ-
ated behind the rear yard of the facil-
ity, which is separated by the Conrail
line, had concerns about added

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOODIES...Italian pastries and candies were plentiful at St. Bartholomew/
UNICO Italian Festival over the Labor Day weekend. The annual event featured
ethnic food, music, a 50/50 raffle and rides.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXPANDING IN FANWOOD...K-9 Resorts co-owner and Chief Executive
Officer Steven Parker explains the expansion of the business at last Wednesday’s
Fanwood Planning Board meeting. The board approved the project.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRANFORD RETURNS TO 40’s...HBO has chosen Downtown Cranford for a
filming location for their upcoming miniseries, “The Plot Against America.” It is
based on a Phillip Roth novel and is set in the 1940s. Storefronts, traffic signs and
meters were made to look from the period. The traffic lines on the roads were
blacked out and old-time cars were lining the streets. Lots of people came out
Thursday night to take pictures. Filming was to take place Thursday and Friday
overnight.

SPORTS -- Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Football Preseason with scrimmage
game; Westfield/Cranford Football
scrimmage; Westfield Devilfish Sea-
son Wrapup.

Town News -- Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle’s Opening Remarks
from the September 3 Town Council
meeting.

~see goleader.com~

Regina Botsford Is Named
Interim Assistant Superintendent

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During the
board of education’s Thursday meet-
ing, Regina Botsford was named as
the interim assistant superintendent
after Joan Mast, Ed.D., was recently
promoted to the district’s superin-
tendent of schools following the re-
tirement of Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.

As part of her responsibilities as
the assistant superintendent, Ms.
Botsford also will oversee the Cur-
riculum and Instruction and Tech-
nology Departments of the district.

Ms. Botsford addressed the audi-
ence, stating that it was a privilege to
serve the district, and thanked board
members for their ongoing commit-
ment to improving education in

Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
It was then noted that Tuesday was

a staff developmental day that ad-
dressed the social-emotional learn-
ing programs within the district.

Additionally, it was noted that 72
new staff members were hired within
the district for the new school year
and that 45 of these hires were mem-
bers of the teaching staff.

In other business, September was
designated as Arts in Education Week
and Youth Suicide Prevention Aware-
ness Month. Resolutions were unani-
mously passed for both.

According to the resolution, Arts
in Education Week spans Septem-
ber 8 to September 14 and encom-
passes “a rich array of disciplines
including dance, music, theater,

media arts, literature, design and
visual arts and is a core academic
subject and an essential element of
a complete and balanced education
for all students.”

Regarding Youth Suicide Preven-
tion Awareness Month, according to
statistics reported at the meeting,
suicide is the third leading cause of
death for young people ages 10 to 24
in New Jersey and the second lead-
ing cause of death for those in that
age group in the United States.

It also was revealed that, accord-
ing to the American Association of
Suicidology, one young person un-
der the age of 24 dies of suicide
every hour and 43 minutes, and in
addition, for every suicide death it is
estimated that approximately 200
teens and young adults attempt to
take their own lives.

The resolution also highlighted
warning signs to help educate those
close to students in aiding future
prevention. These warning signs in-
clude previous suicide attempts, cur-
rent talk of suicide, a preoccupation
with death, giving away prized pos-
sessions, moodiness, increased use
of alcohol or drugs and saying
goodbye to family and/or friends.

At the conclusion of the meeting a
moment of silence was observed for
longtime Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School history teacher David
Multer and classroom aide Laurie
Prusik, who both passed away over
the summer. According to her obitu-
ary, Ms. Prusik was a classroom aide
at Coles Elementary School and was
a former PTA president at Coles.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, September 12, at
7:30 p.m. The board will then meet
again on Tuesday, September 24, at
7:30 p.m. The meetings are held in
the administrative building located
at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains.

Fanny Wood Day Among
Council Topics

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Topping the bi-
monthly borough council meeting
held Tuesday evening, it was an-
nounced that Michele Moore has
been selected as the borough’s Vol-
unteer-of-the-Month for her work
and dedication on the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Ms. Moore also has been active
in the borough’s annual 5K Run.
She has been a resident of the bor-
ough since 2009 and has been an
executive sales professional for 17
years. She presently works for
Sanofi.

She will be presented with a print
of the historic Fanwood Train Sta-
tion at the next council meeting on
Monday, September 16, for her vol-
unteer efforts.

It also was announced that a proc-
lamation will be made at the next

council meeting honoring Septem-
ber as National Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month. According to the
National Ovarian Cancer Coalition,
an estimated one woman in 78 will
develop ovarian cancer in her life-
time, and an estimated 14,000 will
die of ovarian cancer this year.

In other business, a presentation
was made to the council in an ex-
ecutive session by Michael
Markulec of the Harbor Technol-
ogy Group in Pennington. No other
information was available regard-
ing the presentation.

Separately, a resolution was read
regarding the hiring of new Direc-
tor for Senior Programming Dianne
Howarth. Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell noted that Ms. Howarth
will provide more recreational pro-
gramming for borough seniors. Ms.
Howarth has been an administra-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP-F Schools Welcome Joan
Mast As New Superintendent

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As the new
school year quickly approaches, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School dis-
trict welcomes their new Superinten-
dent of Schools Joan Mast, Ed.D.

Superintendent Mast is no stranger
to the district as she has served for the
last nine years as the assistant super-
intendent in charge of curriculum and
information and technology. Prior to
that she served the district as the
mathematics supervisor since 2001.
She also served the district as the
supervisor of instruction and tech-
nology for a year in the 2009-2010
School year.

During her time in the district, Ms.
Mast has been instrumental in the
recent technology updates for stu-
dents and also worked not so long ago
on updates for the district’s strategic
plan, which also included many tech-
nology updates.

These efforts have helped to bring
updated computer systems, Chrome

books and 3D printers to the district.
She was also part of the Strategic
Planning Committee that recently
brought full-day kindergarten to the
district.

During her career, she has also
served as a teacher and curriculum
supervisor for the Millburn School
District and also the Mount Olive
School district. In addition, she has
taught mathematics and computer sci-
ence at Mount Saint Mary’s Academy
in Watchung and at the Rumson-Fair
Haven Regional High School. She also
served as an adjunct instructor of math-
ematics at Rutgers University.

She has earned her Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Mathematics from
Georgian Court University and her
master’s and doctorate degrees from
Columbia University.

Ms. Mast is a member of the Future
Focused Education Leaders of
America, the Common Core State
Standards Network, Phi Delta Kappa
International, the New Jersey Asso-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Fanwood Planning Bd.

LEADER IN STOCKHOLM...Richard Sherman and Lorraine Davis enjoy read-
ing The Westfield Leader while in Stockholm, Sweden.

stormwater and noise.
Amy Buchney of 66 North Avenue

said she can hear the dogs barking
throughout the day, as well as the
employees yelling to control the dogs.
She asked for a sound study to be
performed.

Also, Ms. Buchney said she al-
ready has groundwater seeping into
her basement and asked how this ad-
dition might further add to that prob-
lem. The applicant’s planner James
Watson said the stormwater system
would take the stormwater to South
Avenue and away from the rear prop-
erty line.

Mr. Parker is to add a special fence
that has a sound-blocking technology
along the southern portion of the prop-
erty. Also, the second story exercise
area will have a concrete wall sur-
rounding it, which will block the
sound.

Resident Russ Hamill also said the
noise from the dogs can be heard at
his house, which is a block and half
further away from Ms. Buchney’s
home. He said the barking can be
heard all day, for 20 minutes on, and
20 minutes off, during 7 a.m. and 7
p.m.

Mr. Carter asked to have the appli-
cant speak with the police depart-
ment about how the vehicles will exit
the property, saying he had concerns
with cars backing out onto South
Avenue. Other conditions of approval
included employees park offsite, illu-
minating four additional parking
spaces, a landscaping plan, an ADA
sign, a sound study that had been
conducted by the county be provided,
and a sound mitigation plan.

The board continued an applica-
tion for Fanwood Family Dentistry
located at 225 Martine Avenue to its
Wednesday, September 25 meeting.
It heard testimony from the owner,
and the owner’s planner, engineer
and a traffic engineer, however con-
cerns from the neighbors and revi-
sions requested to the layout of the
parking lot prompted the board to
have the applicant come back with
the revised plans.

Owner Dr. Ankit Parikh is asking
to build a driveway and a parking
lot, as well as a handicapped ramp,
at the rear of his practice. Dr. Parikh
bought the practice from another
dentist less than a year ago, he said,
and is seeking to add parking for his
employees and patients to make it
safer, so they don’t have to cross a
busy road without crosswalks, and
said vehicular accidents have oc-
curred. The practice lies in a resi-
dential zone, and so the parking lot
coverage prompts a variance. The
applicant said the dental practice
had been operating for 40 years.

Neighbors who live behind the prac-
tice said the parking lot would add to
additional groundwater saturation,
and be an eyesore. The applicant also
is asking to add a monument sign that
would measure two-and-a-feet high
and four feet wide, which would re-
place a smaller sign that hangs from a
pole. The sign is also not allowed in
the residential zone.

Resident Arjuna Darmarajah said
currently patients park on Madison
Avenue and felt that situation was
fine. “We have nice new sidewalks
now on Madison Avenue,” he said.

Dr. Parikh had said there have
been three vehicular accidents out
front of his property on Martine Av-
enue. However. Mr. Darmarajah said
that “no one parks on Martine Av-
enue” because it is too busy of a road
and there is not enough space for
cars to park so people park on Madi-
son Avenue and walk over to Martine.

“I don’t know how Fanwood can
put this big driveway, striped park-
ing lot, and lights here…it’s going to
be in our bedrooms,” Gina Friedman
said. “I’m going to feel like I am
living next to QuickChek.” Two other
residents also complained of the
parking lot aesthetics in a residential
neighborhood.

Board member Jack Molenaar said
he did not feel that lights were needed
in the parking lot.

Michael Lysicatos, board president,
said, “For me six spots, and a handi-
capped space is too much for me.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BISHOP AT ST. BART’S FESTIVAL...At the Saturday night festivities at the St.
Bart's/UNICO Festival in Scotch Plains, a service replete with clergy and school
children was followed by a procession led by a band.

Leader/Times Thanks Our
2019 Summer Interns

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times would
like to thank our summer interns Jill
Burke and Greta Frontero, both of
Westfield, for all their hard work this
past summer.

Miss Burke is entering the final
semester of her senior year at the
University of Southern California
where she is an economics major and
a sports media industries minor with
a strong interest in sports journalism.
She is a beat sports writer for the
Daily Trojan. She is a 2015 graduate
of Morristown-Beard School.

As a reporter for our newspapers,
Miss Burke covered a visit by Gover-
nor Phil Murphy to Westfield, the
Westfield High School, Cranford
High School and Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood High School graduations, as
well as a feature story on the removal
of finials from the roof of the First
United Methodist Church in
Westfield. She also reported on Na-
tional Night Out events in our area,

the Westfield Neighborhood Council
anniversary and on meetings of the
Westfield and Cranford zoning
boards.

Miss Burke also helped launch our
newspaper’s Instagram page.

Miss Frontero is a 2019 Westfield
High School graduate. She is entering
her sophomore year at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison studying journal-
ism. As a freshman, she worked for the
student-run publication, the Badger
Herald.

Miss Frontero wrote a number of
articles for our Arts & Entertainment
Section over the summer including a
feature on the Ghost Funk Orches-
tra, a review of The Wake, a profile of
author Joshua Suri for his book, “A
Book of Dreams,” and a preview of
The Westfield High School (WHS)
Runway of Dreams Club’s first-ever
“WHS Rocks the Runway of
Dreams” fashion show. She also
wrote a feature on the late Fanwood
Police Chief Anthony Parenti.

New Super. Excited About
Joining Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Janet Wall-
ing, the new superintendent of the
Mountainside School District, is look-
ing forward to beginning the school
year and is grateful for the warm
welcome and support that the board,
staff and parents have provided over
the past two months.

During a recent interview, Mrs.
Walling explained that she was at-
tracted to Mountainside because of
its reputation as a close-knit commu-
nity, which supports and values its
public schools. She noted it is a dis-
trict with an effective board of educa-
tion, strong parental involvement and
a highly engaged staff. Mrs. Walling
expressed her appreciation for the
administrators, staff, and custodians
who have worked tirelessly over the
summer to prepare for the start of the
school year at Beechwood and
Deerfield Elementary Schools and is
looking forward to working with Ber-
keley Heights and other local dis-
tricts as the school year begins.

Mrs. Walling comes to Mountain-
side from the Atlantic Highlands
School District in Monmouth County,
where she worked for 31 years. She
began as a special-education teacher,
worked in regular education and
gained extensive experience in man-
agement and administration by serv-

ing as interim supervisor for both
curriculum and special education.
Mrs. Walling also served as principal
of the Atlantic Highlands Elementary
School, which served students from
pre-kindergarten to sixth grade, for
more than a decade.

Mrs. Walling’s goals align with
Mountainside’s mission of providing
students with the opportunities, expe-
riences, and support needed in order to
become strong independent learners.
She envisions broadening professional
development opportunities for staff;
continuing the use of solid instruc-
tional practices; and extending the
implementation of social and emo-
tional learning strategies, as well as
data driven insights to support the
needs of what she termed the “whole
learner.” She said the district promotes
a collaborative learning environment,
infusing critical thinking, technology
and collaboration skills that are criti-
cal for 21st century learners.

Despite the media’s widespread
focus on standardized test scores as
the sole metric of performance, Mrs.
Walling explained that the district’s
focus is to evaluate a variety of stu-
dent achievement data in order to
better target student learning needs
so that every student is provided with
the support necessary to be challenged
and succeed at his/her appropriate
level.

Alpine Ridge Developer
Files Suit to Allow Rentals

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Attorney John Post advised the pub-
lic at Tuesday night’s borough coun-
cil meeting that the developer of
Alpine Ridge, a 55-and-older com-
munity located on Route 22, last
week filed a lawsuit against the bor-
ough in state Superior Court in
Union County seeking to overturn
the prohibitions on renting the units,
which were imposed as part of the
building approval process.

Several residents who attended
Tuesday’s meeting expressed con-
cerns regarding the rentals, which
can be found online at sites such as
Apartments.com and stated that sev-
eral young children may be living at
the complex despite its age restric-
tions. Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli
promised an investigation would be
conducted.

Council members also discussed
the possibility of investigating pass-
ing an ordinance to ban single-use
plastic items. Mayor Mirabelli noted
that Belmar, Maplewood, and Cran-
ford have all recently passed laws.
While several council members in-
cluding Councilmen Glenn
Mortimer and Rene Dierkes ex-
pressed concerns regarding enforce-
ment and the impact on local busi-
nesses all agreed additional research
and input from residents was
needed.

On August 13, 2019, Cranford
became the 17th town in New Jer-
sey to enact a prohibition on plastic
bags. The Cranford ordinance,
which passed by a 4-to-1 vote, gives
businesses until July 2020, to halt
distributing certain items, “unless
first requested by the customer.”
Those items include single-use plas-
tic carry-out bags, single-use plas-
tic utensils, plastic straws and stir-
rers, and plastic cups, including lids.
The exceptions include if a cus-
tomer requests a plastic hot or cold
lid, certain types of recyclable con-
tainers, such as plastics No. 1 and 2,
and wide straws.

The exceptions were required due

to the nature of some of the items,
such as thick milk shakes and ice
cream products that would not be
consumable with a regular width
straw. While the ordinance does not
require a fine, businesses could face
up to $1,000 for violations, the
maximum allowed under the cur-
rent recycling ordinance.

Mayor Mirabelli reported that the
September edition of New Jersey
Monthly magazine has ranked
Mountainside No. 9 in its list of
“Top 100 Towns in New Jersey.”
The research firm hired by the maga-
zine considered five categories:
home values, property taxes, crime
rate, school performance and a
“lifestyle factor. In 2017, the maga-
zine ranked Mountainside 12th. In
2015, it was ranked 70th.

The Mayor also noted that for the
10th year in a row there have been
no comments by the auditors on the
borough’s operations, which he
noted was a testament to the re-
sponsible stewardship and hard
work of Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode and her staff. The Mayor
also urged all homeowner and busi-
ness owners that there will be a
public meeting regarding the prop-
erty tax reassessment program at 7
p.m. on Thursday, September 12 at
the gymnasium at the Deerfield El-
ementary School. The meeting will
include a presentation by the ap-
praisal company and will provide
detailed information to homeowners
on the timetable and process.

In other business, the council
members unanimously voted to par-
ticipate in the Union County Leaf
Disposal Program at the same rates
as last year and to investigate ap-
plying for a New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation state aid
grant for Bristol Road. Councilman
Robert W. Messler indicated that he
is continuing to work with Union
County and the state to see what
options might be available to alle-
viate traffic congestion on New
Providence Road.

The council’s next meeting will
be held on Tuesday, September 17.

tive assistant in the Fanwood Police
Department.

In other business, in a second
reading, a public hearing was held
regarding a $25 fee to replace lost
parking permits. It was unanimously
passed with no public comment.

The borough’s annual Fanny
Wood Day festival is scheduled for
Sunday, September 15, from 10 a.m.
until 5 p.m., in downtown Fanwood.
It was reported that many street
vendors will be at the event, includ-
ing such food vendors as Coastal
Flavors Crab Cakes, Mamma’s on
the Go, Dani’s Kettle Corn and Mr.
Softee.

Food-eating contests will be held
at establishments in the downtown
area, among them Railside Cafe,
Nick’s Pizza and Rocko’s Ice
Cream. A scavenger hunt will take
place as well.

In the south-side train station
parking lot at the Kids Zone, free
activities will be provided, such as
“Make Your Own ‘Y’ T-shirt,”

“Make Your Own “Slime,” corn hole
games and a soccer goal kick’s ob-
stacle course.

The stage area will feature differ-
ent bands and musicians through-
out the day and there also will be a
car show.

In addition, the rescue squad and
fire department will offer kids an
opportunity to see some of the equip-
ment used in emergency situations.
A petting zoo also will be part of the
festivities.

The event will be hosted by the
Fanny Wood Day Committee in con-
junction with JC Promotions.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, September 17, at
7 p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Av-
enue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FannyWood Day Detailed at
Fanwood Council Meeting

ciation of School Administrators, the
National Science Teachers Associa-
tion, and the Public School Educa-
tion Foundation.

When asked about the upcoming
school year, Superintendent Mast
noted that she was proud of the efforts
that the administrators and teachers
have made for the upcoming year.
She noted that there was a three-day
Administrative Retreat to help pre-

pare for a successful year.
“We are all here to support each

other in the important work that we
do,” she told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times.

She also stated that the teachers
had been hard at work preparing for
the opening of school and that a Con-
vocation for staff was scheduled for
September 4. School for students be-
gins on today, September 5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Joan Mast Welcomed

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT…Spencer Linenberg of Boy Scout Troop 77 recently
built an entrance to the Dunham Avenue Bird Sanctuary as part of his Eagle Scout
project. With the help of friends, family and volunteers from Troop 77, he laid a
gravel path and patio and installed a bench, entrance sign and information board.
As a result, it is now much easier for visitors to find and enjoy the bird sanctuary.
It is located at the end of the shared driveway between 870 and 902 Summit Avenue
in Westfield.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN FOR ALL...Kids of all ages had fun on the rides at the St. Bartholomew/
UNICO Italian Festival over the Labor Day weekend in Scotch Plains.

See www.goleader.com
for more
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Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
HELPING KIDS GET FIT...Middle school students had the opportunity to  Get
Fit With Fanwood’s Finest Instructors in August. The one-week program was
held at the John Stamler Police Academy in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Sergeant Marc Gottlick and Officers Kathy Case, Tim Green, Dan
Piccola,  Dan Kranz and Elliott Bernard.

Middle Schoolers Get Fit
With Fanwood’s Finest

SCOTCH PLAINS — The whistle
sounds and 40 t-shirted young people
sprint across the blacktop at the
Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains as six instructors urge them on.
But these aren’t police recruits. They
are middle school students who signed
up for a one-week program of fitness
and fun created by the Fanwood Po-
lice Department.

Get Fit With Fanwood’s Finest was
the idea of Chief Richard Trigo and his
administrative assistant Dianne Howarth,
with the help of a $2,000 grant from the
First Responders Children’s Founda-
tion and donations from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

“We wanted to get the kids out of
the house,” Chief Trigo said. “So, we
said let’s do something where we
workout with the kids. I approached
some of our officers assigned to the
Union County Emergency Response
Team about what daily workouts they
go through with their training. I said
I’d like to incorporate that into some-
thing for the kids. And the officers
just took off with it.”

The two-hour gathering is not the
rigorous, boot-camp-like routine that
actually occurs at the police acad-
emy, but an informal and relaxed set
of basic exercises mixed with field
games, tug-of-war and relay races.

“We can make workouts enjoy-
able,” said Officer Elliott Bernard,
one of the instructors. “It doesn’t have
to be just push-ups, sit-ups and run-
ning for hours at a time.”

The five-morning program is free,
thanks to the grant. In addition to
being an end-of-summer activity, it
allows police officers to reach out to
children in a non-official capacity, an
investment in future relationships.

“We’re not in uniform, we’re not in
that patrol car,” said Sergeant Marc
Gottlick. “We’re out here. We’re run-
ning relay races with them, giving high-
five and fist-bumps. They’re getting to
know us a little more individually.”

“All the officers in Fanwood are
approachable,” added Ms. Howarth.
“Now the kids see it. So, if they ever
have a problem, they’re not going to
be afraid to come to the police depart-
ment or reach out to one of the police
officers.”

In the last event of the day, a tug-of-
war pitting the six officers against a
group of kids, the kids won.

“You see what you accomplished
when you work together?” Chief Trigo
told the students afterwards. “Great
job, everyone!”

Miller Prunty Named Interim
DWC Executive Director

WESTFIELD – Following a spe-
cial executive session of the Board of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) on August 26, Kathleen
Miller Prunty has been named in-
terim executive director, effective
September 3, for a term of six months.

She replaces longtime executive
director Sherry Cronin  who left July
31 in what was announced as an agreed
mutual separation. The hiring of Ms.
Prunty was announced by Patricia
Hanigan,  DWC board chair, in a
press release dated August 29.

“I’m thrilled to bring Kathleen’s
visionary leadership to the DWC,”
Ms. Hanigan said. “She is a seasoned
professional who oversaw the widely
recognized transformation of
Cranford’s thriving downtown. Her
vast experience will be a tremendous
asset to our DWC board members
and staff, our downtown property
owners and merchants, and by exten-
sion, all Westfield residents.”

Ms. Hanigan stated that, in addi-
tion to overseeing the daily opera-
tions of the DWC, Ms. Miller Prunty
will also be charged with re-evaluat-
ing the structure and overall strategic
vision of the organization, and will
lead the search for a permanent ex-
ecutive director.

Ms. Miller Prunty served as the
director of business and economic
development and Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in Cranford Town-
ship from 1997 to 2018, where she
oversaw downtown economic revi-

Kathleen Miller Prunty

talization and transit-oriented devel-
opment projects generating close to
$90 million of private investment.
Her business recruitment initiative
resulted in an average vacancy rate of
3 percent for more than 10 years,
according to the DWC press release.
Under her leadership, Cranford re-
ceived the Best Downtown Award in
2018, and she was named the Union
County Economic Development Di-
rector of the Year in 2014.

Ms. Miller Prunty has served three
terms as the president of Downtown
New Jersey, and has been a board
member since 2000. In addition, she
is a key organizer of the Raritan Val-
ley Line Mayors’ Alliance.

“We are so fortunate to have
Kathleen lend her vast expertise at
this important inflection point for our
Downtown,” Mayor Shelley Brindle
said. “Her many accomplishments in
Cranford are visible, proven, and in-
novative. During her tenure with us,
we will look to her to shepherd the
Master Plan recommendations for
Downtown Westfield into a new stra-
tegic vision that will accelerate its
transformation.”

Ms. Miller Prunty is also a Demo-
cratic candidate  this November for
the Cranford Township Committee.

“I look forward to working with the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
Board, Mayor Shelley Brindle and the
business and property owners to de-
velop a progressive, forward-thinking
plan for the downtown business district.

“Westfield is a wonderful commu-
nity, and like so many other towns, it
is brimming with potential and op-
portunities that can generate enthusi-
asm for businesses and residents,”
Ms. Miller Prunty said. “Downtowns
are the heart and soul of a community
and often the most recognizable face
of a town. There is so much talent and
energy in Westfield that I expect will
find its way to the downtown.”

Lord & Taylor Chain Sold
    To Online Rental Entity

Police Make Arrest In
Overnight Burglaries

Raritan Coalition to Hold
Public Meeting on Sept. 16

CRANFORD — Police detectives
arrested a Union County man on bur-
glary and theft charges on Friday,
stemming from several overnight resi-
dential burglaries.

George Brown, 61, of Elizabeth,
was arrested after police responded
to numerous investigations on Severin
Court and Burchfield Avenue in the
early morning hours, according to a
Cranford Police Department press
release.

In one of the occurrences, the vic-
tim observed forcible entry to his
residence and several items missing,
which prompted him to contact the
Cranford Police.

The investigation was led by
Cranford Police Detective Derek
Farbanec, who developed Brown as a
suspect while reviewing surveillance

footage at a neighboring residence.
Detectives Robert Jordan, Michael
Dubitsky, and Farbanec were able to
locate and apprehend Brown in New-
ark without incident. Brown has had
prior contacts with detectives, which
ultimately led to his identification,
according to the release.

Detectives are continuing with the
investigation in an attempt to recover
the victim’s property and determine
Brown’s involvement in additional
cases.

Brown was charged with 3rd de-
gree burglary, two counts of attempted
burglary, 3rd degree theft, 4th degree
criminal trespass, and criminal mis-
chief a disorderly persons offense.
Brown was remanded to the Union
County jail pending a detention hear-
ing.

CRANFORD – Commuters, area
residents, business owners, elected
officials, community groups and other
stakeholders can help advocate for
mass transit improvements by attend-
ing a free public meeting at 6:30 p.m.
on Monday, September 16 at the
Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue in Cranford. The meet-
ing is hosted by the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition, which includes repre-
sentatives from four counties along
NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line, with
a total population of 1.7 million.

The Regional Plan Association, a
non-profit public policy agency that
examines various issues, will present
information from their report, “A Pre-
ventable Crisis, The Economic and
Human Costs of a Hudson River Rail
Tunnel Shutdown.” The report de-
tails the economic and quality-of -life
impact that any extended closures of
the rapidly, deteriorating 108-year-
old Hudson River train tunnels would
have on the regional economy, in-
cluding Union County.

All are welcome to attend the free
event. The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is ADA accessible and free park-
ing is located on site.

“A preventable crisis is brewing
under the Hudson River in the form of
aging, outdated rail tunnels that are
urgently in need of repair, making it
all the more imperative to secure fund-
ing for a new tunnel,” said Union
County Freeholder Chair and RVRC
Trustee Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford. “By joining our voices to-
gether we can more effectively com-
municate our concerns and advocate
for action, both at the state and fed-
eral level.”

Union County has eight NJ Transit
train stations on the Raritan Valley
Line, which has been beleaguered by
delays and cancellations, as do three
other member counties of the RVRC—
Hunterdon Middlesex, and Somerset.

The evening will also include in-
formation on various other transit-
related issues.

The Gateway project has been de-
scribed as the largest and most eco-
nomically significant infrastructure
project currently under planning in
the U.S. Consisting of a new rail
tunnel under the Hudson River and

related work, Gateway will have a
direct impact on New Jersey and New
York City, as well as the entire metro
area and northeastern U.S.

The Gateway improvements are
located in the heart of the Northeast
Corridor, the most heavily used pas-
senger train line in the country. It
accounts for 20 percent of the nation’s
gross domestic product. An estimated
10 percent of U.S. GDP depends on
transit between New York and New
Jersey alone.

The Northeast Corridor carries
more than 800,000 passengers in
2,000 trains daily across eight states
and Washington, D.C. In 2016,
Amtrak reported that implementation
of the full Gateway project could
generate $3.87 worth of economic
benefits for every $1 spent.

The Raritan Valley Line carries
23,500 passengers daily, making it
NJ Transit’s third most-used rail line.
Though thousands of riders use it for
their daily commute to Penn Station
in New York City, the Raritan Valley
Line employs diesel locomotives that
are not permitted the Hudson River
tunnels. As a result, riders are forced
to disembark in Newark each time
and wait for an electric train.

The Coalition launched almost 20
years ago with the aim of achieving a
one-seat ride into New York, with
membership including representa-
tives from Union, Somerset,
Middlesex and Hunterdon Counties,
along with a Mayors Alliance and
state officials.

The effort achieved partial success
in 2014, when NJ Transit acquired
dual-mode locomotives that could
travel through the tunnels. However,
the one-seat opportunity never ex-
panded beyond a limited, off-peak
trial. It was suspended in 2018 as NJ
Transit focused on other priorities.

The Coalition can be reached on
email at info@Raritanvalleyrail.com.
For additional information visit online
at raritanvalleyrail.com, follow on
Facebook at facebook.com/
raritanvalleyrail, or follow on Twitter
at twitter.com/rvrailcoalition.

DWI Penalties Revised
 Under New State Law
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored

by Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden), which will revise penalties
for drunk driving and expand the use of
ignition interlock devices (IID), has
been signed into law by Governor Phil
Murphy.

An IID is a device that detects alco-
hol from breath samples it takes from
the driver. If alcohol is detected, the
vehicle’s engine will not start.

“Drunk driving is a serious issue in
New Jersey,” Senator Scutari said.
“Having been a prosecutor for 16 years,
my experience is that the use of ignition
interlocks is the best way to safe guard
our roads, while also allowing minor
offenders to continue their employ-
ment.”

Under the law, first time offenders
with a BAC of 0.08 percent to 0.10
percent will be required to have an IID
installed in their vehicle for three months.
An offender with a BAC of 0.10 percent
to 0.15 percent will be required to have
an IID installed in their vehicle for seven
to 12 months. Any first time offender
who has a BAC above 0.15 percent will
have their license suspended for four to
six months and have an IID installed
during and after the suspension for nine
to 15 months.

Under the legislation, offenders that
do not own, lease or operate a vehicle
will be required to attest to this in court
and their license will be suspended for
a period of time equal to the IID instal-
lation period.

County to Sponsor
‘Bootcamp’ for Vets

COUNTY – The Union County
Freeholder Board has announced that
the “Bootcamp to the Boardroom”
entrepreneurial training program is
open to veterans. “Bootcamp to the
Boardroom” is a 2019 initiative of the
Union County Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski.

Organized by the Union County
Economic Development Committee
(UCEDC), “Bootcamp to the Board-
room” will run for six consecutive
Tuesdays from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. start-
ing on Tuesday, September 10. The
program will be held at the UCEDC
offices, located at 75 Chestnut Street
in Cranford. The entrepreneurial six-
week training course includes infor-
mation on understanding credit and
personal finance statements as well as
preparing business and marketing
plans along with other useful skills.

Participants are required to register
for the “Bootcamp to the Boardroom”
program. For more information or to
register, contact Veteran Service Of-
ficer Janna Williams at (908) 527-
4918 or jwilliams@ucnj.org.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

WESTFIELD — The future of
Lord & Taylor in Westfield is likely
to be a major discussion topic mov-
ing forward following last week’s
announcement that the retail giant
was sold by parent company
Canada-based Hudson Bay Com-
pany for $75 million to Le Tote,
Inc., an online fashion rental sub-
scription service.

Le Tote “will also continue to own
the real estate and leases associated
with the remaining 38 Lord & Taylor
stores,” according to a report by CNN
Business.

The Westfield store, located at
601-613 North Avenue, is owned
by Trumbull, Conn.-based LT
Westfield LLC. Taxes on the 5.42-
acre property are $499,444, accord-
ing to tax records. Reportedly, Le
Tote “has agreed to pay $58 million
in annual rent on the Lord & Taylor
stores that are leased for ‘at least’
the next three years,” according to
news reports.

Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle
released the following  statement on

the Lord & Taylor sale.
“You may have read [last week’s]

announcement that Lord & Taylor
has been purchased by Le Tote, an
online clothing rental service target-
ing millennials. This is a forward look-
ing combination of old retail and the
new digital economy, and this acqui-
sition bodes well for Westfield.

“As I have mentioned previously, I
am in close frequent contact with ex-
ecutives at Hudson’s Bay Company
(HBC), the parent company of Lord &
Taylor, including their Chairman Ri-
chard Baker, to ensure that Westfield
has a seat at the table as future plans for
the site unfold. It’s important to note
that HBC will continue to own the six
acres of property, including the Lord
& Taylor building.

“I’m pleased that Le Tote will con-
tinue to operate under the Lord &
Taylor brand for at least two years,
enabling us to continue our ongoing
dialogue with HBC, who I’m confi-
dent will prove to be transformative
investors in our town,” Mayor Brindle
said.
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By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what is being equated with the 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor in its devastating
magnitude of death and destruction, Tues-
day, September 11, 2001 will be a date
infamously linked with the worst act of
terrorism to ever touch American soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the
New York City skyline have been horrifi-
cally altered by a terrorist attack that
totally destroyed the World Trade Center
Twin Towers after two hijacked airline
jets crashed into the 110-story buildings.
A third hijacked jet was intentionally
plunged into the Pentagon 15 minutes
before the first of the Twin Towers caved
in and collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline jets
were flown directly into The World Trade
Center Twin Towers, located in Battery
Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tues-
day morning in what is being described as
a terrorist suicide mission. The North
Tower was hit at approximately 8:45 a.m.
near the 80th floor, and the South Tower
was hit near the 70th floor at approxi-
mately 9:03 a.m.

September 11, 2001: Twin Towers Destroyed
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As of yesterday morning, much of New
York City was paralyzed by the attacks
and many schools and businesses were
shut down.

Both Trade Center towers had huge,
gaping holes from which flames, smoke
and debris poured out for hours after the
crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently
crashed into the Pentagon at approxi-
mately 9:45 a.m. A fourth jet crashed
approximately 80 miles outside of Pitts-
burgh at 10:10 a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash, the
North Tower collapsed on itself at 10 a.m.
and the South Tower collapsed approxi-
mately one half-hour later at 10:30 a.m.
Both towers crumbled into piles of rubble,
sending shattered glass and a thick cloud
of smoke, debris and soot billowing into
the streets of Lower Manhattan for hours,
covering cars and people trapped in its
blinding wake with silt and dust.

Although numerous of employees were
evacuated after the initial plane crashes,
eyewitness accounts from the streets be-
low reported, on the major news stations,
seeing people plunge out of upper-story
windows, to their death, from the fiery
floors above.

Thousands of terrified people ran franti-
cally from the impenetrable cloud of smoke
that enveloped the entire tip of Lower Man-
hattan after the buildings collapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the four
airplanes were immediately presumed
dead, and thousands of New York City
and Pentagon employees were injured.
More than 50,000 people work in the
World Trade Center and over 200,000
people travel through the towers on a daily
basis. It is estimated that approximately
24,000 people work at the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no
official figures on the number of fatali-
ties, although city officials estimated the
number of casualties would be high due
to the hundreds of emergency personnel
in and around the buildings at the time of
the collapses. As of 10:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, more than 600 firefighters and New
York City police were still missing. New
York City hospitals were filled with the
injured, including victims with third-de-
gree burns, smoke inhalation and many
eye injuries from shattered, falling glass
and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki
and Acting Governor of New Jersey
Donald T. DiFrancesco declared states of
emergency, respectively, in order to have
the power to summon the National Guard
and other emergency personnel.

Thousands of emergency workers, in-
cluding all police, fire and rescue squad
workers were summoned to duty. Emer-
gency workers from New Jersey were
allowed to enter New York City to assist
in containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commuters
were trapped in New York City when
bridges and tunnels were closed and

most forms of public transportation were
suspended for the remainder of the day.
Many of those evacuated were advised
by emergency personnel to wait inside
nearby buildings until the smoke and
falling debris settled. Rescue workers
escorted the evacuated workers to Bat-
tery City Park, where tugboats, ferries
and local cruise boats transported the
shaken commuters across the Hudson
River to Hoboken and Jersey City to
other forms of transportation to various
parts of New Jersey.

For most of the day, telephone service
in and out of New York City was inoper-
able as the system was over-burdened with
calls from concerned family and friends,
who anxiously awaited word on the where-
abouts of their loved ones. Cell phone
service in and out of the city worked
intermittently or not at all at varying times.

The major network news stations,
which transmit from the towers, includ-
ing ABC, NBC and CBS, went off the air
for several minutes immediately follow-
ing the plane crashes and had interrup-
tions in service for several hours. Emer-
gency telephone numbers were an-
nounced on the networks for informa-
tion about family and friends who worked
in the Trade Center or who were passen-
gers aboard the affected flights.

As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there
were network reports of cell phone calls
coming from inside the towers from sur-
vivors trapped under the debris. Many
bodies were also pulled from the debris
throughout the day, but exact numbers
were not given.

The identity of the terrorists respon-
sible for the attacks has not yet been
confirmed by Tuesday night, but govern-

ment sources reported that the Afghani-
stan Taliban, linked to Muslim terrorist
leader Osama bin Laden claimed respon-
sibility for the disasters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding their
common hatred of the United States

Several months ago, bin Laden was quoted
as saying that he would exact “extreme
vengeance” and retribution on the United
States for political actions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on an news Website as
saying that he had learned at a Washing-
ton briefing that the fourth jet appeared
to be headed for the Presidential retreat
Camp David in Maryland, when it
crashed 85 miles short of its intended
target. Rumors that the government or-
dered the hijacked plane to be shot down
were denied by the State Department.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of de-
claring this an “act of war,” when ques-
tioned on television by ABC reporters,
President George W. Bush said that
these horrible acts would not go unpun-
ished once it was determined who was
responsible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off the
East and West Coasts of the United States
as a security measure, and the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Henry
H. Shelton said, “the Armed Forces are
ready to go.” Most State Department
buildings, including the White House,
the Capitol, the Pentagon, the Supreme
Court and many other government build-
ings in Washington, D.C. and in New
York City were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers, which
housed many administrative offices for
international world banks and other fi-
nancial institutions, forced the New York
City Stock Exchange to close. Other stock
exchanges worldwide followed suit as a
precautionary measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of the
largest buildings in the world and the seat
of the Defense Department, collapsed
after flames burned out of control for

several hours. World Trade Tower no. 7
also collapsed, presumed to have been
caused by associated fire.

The construction of the Trade Center
began in 1966 and was completed in
1972. The towers were 1,368 feet tall
— the tallest buildings in city and the
third largest in the world. They housed
many administrative offices of the
world’s largest, international banks and
investment firms, including the offices
of Morgan Stanley Dean Witter. The
towers were also the home of a 427,000-
square-foot retail space known as The
Mall, which was occupied by retailers
such as The Gap, J. Crew, Banana Re-
public and The Limited. The towers
also housed numerous museums, res-
taurants, hotels and a rooftop observa-
tory. The world-renown Windows on
the World restaurant occupied the North
Tower’s 107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, airports
throughout the nation were shut down
and all commercial airline flights were
ordered to land at the nearest airport.

Many municipal buildings in New York
and New Jersey also closed to allow
employees an opportunity to locate fam-
ily members who were still trapped in
New York. Most local schools remained
opened with counselors on hand to sup-
port students that were traumatized by the
day’s events. Many local students who
have parents that work in New York were
summoned to their school’s guidance of-
fices to be counseled and to ensure that
they were released home to either a parent
or emergency contact person at the close
of the school day. Several local churches
held or will hold special prayer services
for those who were affected by the trag-
edies.

There is no word yet on the number of
local families that will be seriously af-
fected by the tragic events.

***
This article is reprinted from the Sep-

tember 13, 2001 edition of The Westfield
Leader.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
FIRST AID TRAINING...Fanwood Firefighter Ken Gorman demonstrates the
use of a Scott breathing pack to babysitting and junior first-responder classes at
Fanwood-based Little Hearts Big World Instructional Services.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Westfield Third Ward Councilman Mark
LoGrippo meets with third ward supporter Lucretia Hogan.

READY FOR DELIVERY...Representatives of Garwood took a ride out to
Ephrata, Pa. last week to see the borough's new rescue platform ladder truck as
its in the process of getting lettered and ready for its delivery this November.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Fire Commissioner Richard McCormack, Mayor
Sara Todisco, Fire Chief Allan Tweedle, Lieutenant Jim Gregory, and Assistant
Fire Chief John Scalzadonna.
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Diction Deception

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lapidarist – An expert in cutting

precious stones
2. Littoral – The region on the shore of

the sea or large lake
3. Plumosity – The quality of being

feathered
4. Guariba – A howling monkey

SELCOUTH
1. Rare; unusual
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Abundant; plentiful
4. A miser

SYNOCIL
1. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
2. An astringent or repellent
3.  A hermit; loner
4. In zoology, a sense organ in sponges

ZABRA
1. Small sailing vessel
2. A type of Greek alcholic beverage

flavored with the seeds of the anise plant
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. Resilient; flexible

ZIMB
1. A species of South African gazelle
2. Dipterous insect of Ethiopia
3. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
4. Lacking adequate mental power

HOISTING OLD GLORY…Two firefighters from the Westfield Fire Department climbed to the top of their building
to affix a 20-foot by 14-foot American flag to the façade. The flag was donated to the department by a flag
manufacturer. (Archive, September 20, 2001).

What’s Wrong with Old Men?
I am writing in regards to the letter

submitted by Mr. Brad Rothenberg of
Westfield which contends that there
is a sports reporting “bias” by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times/
Westfield Leader. Quite honestly, the
letter confuses me. Mr. Rothenberg
admits to being contacted by the pa-
per and given a process to follow. Yet,
he apparently chose not to follow it
and, as a result, he is not pleased with
the amount of coverage given to youth
teams.

For the record, the process that Mr.
Rothenberg describes is exactly what
our league follows. Volunteer scribes
gather weekly score sheets and sub-
mit articles, according to the guide-
lines. We have done this for over 20
years. We also publish our schedules
and cancellations. If we do not follow
the process, you will not see us in the
paper. No one is seeking us out.

Mr. Rothenberg goes on to mention
high school sports coverage. Again,
the schedules are online and avail-
able to the public through the school
websites. I suspect the Cal Ripken
Tournament schedules were also
posted (they recently received sub-
stantial coverage). How does one find
the GSLW schedules?

I am not writing to defend “Old
Man’s Softball.” When I was a
younger man, I was a coach, board
member, and parent assistant in a
number of different youth sports or-
ganizations (including GSLW). Hav-
ing both a daughter and a son, I al-
ways found the Leader/Times to be
equally accommodating to either boys
or girls organizations. Whenever we
contacted them, they provided space

and guidelines, while we wrote the
articles.

Anyone reading the paper realizes
how it works. Most of what is printed
is straight from town council meeting
minutes, freeholder press releases, or
local arts and leisure organizations.
Mr. Corbin and his staff strive to
report what is happening in our county
and towns, without spinning the story,
limiting their opinions to the editorial
section.

In the time that it took to count the
articles and write a letter, Mr.
Rothenberg could have tested the pro-
cess with a season’s end story about
the Summer Travel Program. Then, if
he said that he followed the process
and the article was not published, I
would understand a letter to the edi-
tor.

I sincerely hope that volunteers will
step up and help publish the accom-
plishments of all of our youth ath-
letes. It would be great if GSLW, SPF
Cobras, Cranford Cougars and all
area youth leagues knocked Old
Men’s Softball out of the paper until
after the travel seasons are completed.
Trust me, the “Old Men” will gladly
step aside, since many of us have
been youth sports volunteers, and we
get “IT.” We only get field permits
after all of the youth sports get theirs.

Finally, as for being “biased,” Mr.
Corbin printed this criticism without
adding an editor’s note about the pre-
vious interaction. I firmly believe that
any organization that follows the pro-
cess will be afforded a fair amount of
space.

Jim Killeen
Commissioner – St. Bart’s Old-

Timers’ Softball

Westfield Mayor Brindle,
Tear Down This Ordinance

This may be the best year to buy
solar panels for your house! The price
of solar panels is low—it has dropped
over 60 percent in the last 10  years.
In addition, this is the last year that
you can get a 30 percent tax credit to
help reduce the cost of the panels.
The tax credit will be lower next year.

The main reason to get solar panels
is so that you can help reduce the
climate change crisis by producing
most of the electric power your house
needs from your own solar panels. A
typical solar panel installation will
produce 70 to 80 percent of the power
your house needs. When your panels
produce extra power, it feeds the grid
and when they are not producing
enough power, you take what you
need from the grid. This is done by
net metering. In the end, you will
have much smaller electric bills to
pay each month. Furthermore, each
time you produce 1,000 kwh of elec-
tricity, you get one SREC that you can
sell. SRECs are currently worth about
$200. A typical house will get three to
six SRECs per year.

The second reason to get solar pan-

els is that they are a good financial
investment. The payback time is typi-
cally four to six years, after that you
are saving money on your electric bill
and making money via the SRECs.
Solar panels typically last at least 25
years.

The only issue we have in Westfield
is that there is an ordinance that pro-
hibits homeowners from placing pan-
els on the roof that faces the street.
This is a problem if that is the best
roof for the solar panels. This means
that about one-third of all homes in
Westfield cannot put solar panels on
their house. Most towns in NJ do not
have this type of ordinance. I call
upon Mayor Brindle and the Westfield
Town Council to remove this ordi-
nance as soon as possible. The
Westfield Town Council should be
looking for ways to encourage all
residents to do what they can to help
reduce the climate change crisis, not
limiting what residents can do. Put-
ting solar panels on our houses is one
way to help the crisis.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

Neighborhood Theaters
I concur with The Westfield Leader

movie critic Michael Goldberger that
the current shut down of the Rialto
Theatre in downtown Westfield is
certainly shocking. It seems Neigh-
borhood Theatres are headed on the
same road towards extinction like
record shops and Penny Candy re-
placed by cookie cutter multiplex the-
atres, which my good friend David F.
Friedman, producer of such classics
as 2000 Maniacs and Blood Feast
dubbed Mall – Seleuoms .....

Growing up in Union County, I
followed my late father’s lead who
walked to Broad and Market Streets
in Newark to catch the latest Holly-
wood treasures as a boy to use his
carfare for admission and treats. I did
the same by walking/taking my bike
to the Elmora in Elizabeth or park in
Roselle Park where the seats were $1
to $3, the popcorn was hot and fresh,
and cell phones were still in the realm
of science fiction and no noise was
tolerated by the usher.

My late uncle Phil aka Spike played
hooky whilst going to a cousin’s wed-

ding in Chicago by sneaking out to a
nearby neighborhood theatre and
caught a showing of One Million Years
BC with Victor Mature and Carole
Landis by bribing a chow hound of a
ticket taker with a plate load of sand-
wiches he grabbed from the wedding
feast to allow him in for free. it was
well worth the tongue lashing he re-
ceived from both my grandmother
and mom who caught more hell for
not keeping a close eye on him.

Unfortunately, more and more the-
atres like the Rialto are closing due to
landlord disputes and reliance on ven-
ues like Netflix. Movie theatres like
public libraries need to be preserved
so future generations can experience
the true joy of movie going. Do any of
our readers remember drive-in’s,
which were created in New Jersey
after WW2 and Dish Night?

So come on Union County resi-
dents. Do the right thing and let’s help
save the Rialto!

Jim Kurdyla
Clark

Union County Freeholders,
Disgraceful And Poor Management

The U.S. Congress and
The House of Commons

What Gilbert and Sullivan said
about the House of Commons in the
song of Private Willis in Act II of
“Iolanthe” on November 25,1882
when their comic opera premiered at
the Savoy Theater in London is,
change a word or two, equally appli-
cable to present-day Congress!

“When in that House M.P.’s divide,
If they’ve a brain and cerebellum,

too,
They’ve got to leave that brain out-

side,
And vote just as their leaders tell

‘em to.
But then the prospect of a lot
Of dull M.P.s in close proximity,
All thinking for themselves, is what
No man can face with equanimity.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

We Renew Our Commitment
On 9/11 to ‘Never Forget’

In commemorating events such as those of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, we not only honor the fallen and
support those who survived, but recommit ourselves
to ensuring that the significance of what took place
is not lost to the passage of time or eclipsed by
constant new occurrences.

As a nation, as communities and as individual
human beings, we will renew that commitment once
again next Wednesday, the 18th anniversary of the
tragedy that impacted each of us in specific ways and
reverberated throughout the world.

Multiple ceremonies are planned locally to mark the
solemn date, to remember the nearly 3,000 souls who
perished in the terrorist attacks, and to express solidar-
ity with families left behind and with the thousands
now critically ill or passed away from health conditions
related to rescue and recovery efforts at Ground Zero.

We lost many of our own that day — spouses and
children, parents and siblings, colleagues and friends.
In addition to being part of our national story, the
events of 9/11 and its aftermath will always be a part
of our own story here in Union County.

The commemorative events next week will again
bring us together, strengthening us as communities
through reflection and remembrance, just as we
came together on September 11, 2001.

In Westfield, a remembrance ceremony will take
place at 7 p.m. at the 9/11 memorial, located at North
Avenue and East Broad Street. The program will
include clergy remarks, presentation of a ceremonial
wreath and time for silent reflection.

Scotch Plains will hold its annual memorial ser-
vice, beginning at 6 p.m., at the 9/11 Memorial
Monument on the Alan M. Augustine Village Green
on Park Avenue. Mayor Alexander Smith will offer
comments and local clergy will lead prayers as
attendees remember those lost in the attacks, among
them three township men.

The Cranford World Trade Center Memorial Com-
mittee and the Cranford Clergy Council will host a
9/11 Memorial Service that evening at 6:30 p.m. at
WTC Park, located at Springfield and North Union
Avenues in Cranford. In the event of inclement
weather, the service will take place at the First
Presbyterian Church opposite the park.

The Township of Clark will honor its lone 9/11
victim, James Nelson, during a ceremony between
8 and 9 a.m. at the memorial dedicated to him at
Broadway and Grand Street. Other neighboring
towns will hold events as well.

Members of the public also are invited that day to
visit the Union County September 11th Memorial,
which will be open from morning hours until 9 p.m.,
and to bring and light candles if they wish. The
memorial is located near the Mountainside-Spring-
field border in Echo Lake Park.

We encourage all who are able to do so to attend
these observances or to spend time on their own at a
local memorial site. The men and women we lost on
9/11, and the heroic actions of so many, continue to
inspire us. We must continue to do our part to ensure
their stories, and their legacies, are not forgotten.

I was appalled to read that the Union
County freeholders paid the whop-
ping sum of nearly $400,000 to settle
multiple claims of sexual harassment
against a county employee, Arvin
Arneja, who nevertheless remains
employed at a six-figure salary by the
county. That is an extremely large
sum of money to pay out in settle-
ment! It shows extreme carelessness
and recklessness by the county.

If the claims have no merit, then the
county should not waste such an epic
sum of taxpayer money to settle it.

Conversely, if the claims do have
merit, then this employee should be
removed at once from his position. In
no other business does an organiza-
tion pay out that kind of extreme sum
and keep the guy who caused it on the
payroll.

The county is either throwing
money away or keeping a major li-
ability on staff. There is no in-be-
tween. It is disgraceful and poor man-
agement.

Steve Russo
Garwood

Letters to
the Editor
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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•

•

•

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

908-232-4407   sales@goleader.com

www.goleader.com

Save The Env iromnent
SubscribSubscribe anand AdvertisAdvertise on the

Leader ONLINE

The Last Straw

WESTFIELD, NJ — On September
18, Revelation Creative is hosting its
2nd Annual Business Back-to-School,
an educational and philanthropic
networking event designed for
inventors, entrepreneurs, executives,
aspiring leaders, and those committed
to the cause of supporting
the success of business in
New Jersey. The event will
take place at Ferraro’s, 14
Elm St., Westfield, NJ
07090, from 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. Business Back-to-
School: Tips, Tricks, and
Tools to Get Your
Company Ahead of the
Curve will feature a
keynote presentation by
Susan Ascher, president
and CEO of The Ascher
Group, of Short Hills.

Passed hors d‘oeuvres
will be served along with plated dinner
during the presentation portion of the
evening. Dinner and dessert are
included in the price of admission, as
well as access to a top-shelf open bar.
The event includes a silent auction
with fabulous prizes to be won like a
one-year membership to the Park
Avenue Club, a round of golf for four
at one of New Jersey’s top courses,
and a corporate headshot session with

the official BBTS event photographer.
Proceeds from the event will benefit

Court Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Union County
(www.casaofunioncounty.org), which
recruits, trains, supervises, and
supports community volunteers to

advocate for abused,
neglected, and abandoned
children placed in foster
homes or residential
facilities.

Sponsors for this event
include Investors Bank,
Mazars USA LLP,
Santarlas Law, and the
New Jersey Association of
Women Business Owners
(NJAWBO).

S p o n s o r s h i p
opportunities are still
available. Those interested
in becoming a sponsor to

support this worthy cause are
encouraged to contact
info@revelationcreative.com for
information about the promotional
packages available.

To register for the event, go to
www.bit.ly/RCBBTS2019. Seating is
limited.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Revelation Creative to Host
2nd Annual Networking Event

Susan Ascher

These Digital Gangsters Over Their
Current Version Of Westfield  History

Tina Simitz Seeks Reelection
To The Garwood BOE

Tina Simittz

I am writing to express my reasons
for running for re-election for the
Garwood Board of Education. When
I was elected by write-in
vote in 2016, as a mother
of three school-aged
children, I was frustrated
by the lack of communi-
cation between the
school and parents. With
25 years of marketing
experience, I know that
communication is key to
the success of any en-
deavor.

In my first term, as
chair of the Education/
PR Committee, and now
as vice-president, I worked to open
the lines of communication between
Lincoln School and parents. This in-
cluded a “Kindergarten Tea” presen-
tation for families whose children
were entering school for the first time

to set expectations of themselves, their
children, and the administration.
Along with Dr. Quigley, we also ini-

tiated a Middle School ori-
entation for children en-
tering the 5th grade, a
student’s first real step to-
ward independence. Last,
I successfully championed
the execution of the
Facebook page, so that the
Garwood community can
stay informed of current
school events.

If re-elected, I pledge to
continue this work and
ensure accountability and
openness of administration

in providing our children the best
education possible. Please support
me on Tuesday, November 5 by vot-
ing Column 6.

Tina Simitz
Vice-President, Garwood BOE

Letters to the Editor

It was delightful to finally get away
to the beach with my family a few
weeks back, bob up and down with the
waves, and get put to sleep by the
ocean breeze. Did you know those
waves just keep coming, one after an-
other? They never stop.

While relaxing on the beach, I enjoy
catching up on our local news. When I
got to the editorial page of the August
15th edition of the Westfield Leader, I
could not be less surprised to see
Westfield 20/20 opined as “Disingenu-
ous” while making the local news again,
this time in connection with the gun
violence vigil it organized after the El
Paso and Dayton shootings. Between
watching the seagulls in front of me
crow over a piece of bread and reading
the editorial board’s contribution, I
became reminded of the public com-
ment portion of the January 24th, 2017
Westfield town council meeting.

I have always found Westfield poli-
tics and these town council meetings to
be cordial and have a high level of
decorum. However, this was Westfield
circa DJT + four days. At that meeting,
Westfield 20/20 co-founder Marci
Bandelli and then citizen Shelley
Brindle lambasted then Mayor
Skibitsky and the council. For 10 un-
comfortable minutes the mayor and
council sat through a disrespectful and
dramatic scene orchestrated by “two
women ask(ing) about the Downtown
Task Force and what it has been doing
to fill vacancies in the downtown,”
(Westfield Leader, January 26, 2017,
page one).

“Are we coming up with any plans to
work on this?” resident Marci Bandelli
asked. “I’m devastated with Panera
closing,” she said. Shelley Brindle said
including Lord & Taylor seems “dis-
proportionate” to the smaller shops in
the downtown. “It seems this whole
process...there is a lack of transpar-
ency,” Ms. Brindle said.

The attack went on and on. In my
personal experience living in or serv-
ing Westfield, I had never heard, read,
or seen, (nor am I associated with),
anyone being so disrespectful to our
fellow neighbors, never mind to those
serving our community through public
office.

I cannot stress enough how hard it is
to serve the public. I am confident
Mayor Brindle would agree with this
statement as the truth, as fact. In a term
when Westfield went backwards on
one-seat ride to New York City, and we
continue to see long-time merchants in
our downtown needing to move or
close, in a year when PSE&G has tried
to divide the southern part of our town
with high-voltage power lines, taxes
went up for almost half of the town,
and a big employer announced plans to
move their employees from our down-
town to another’s, during a month when:
a non-disparagement agreement was
required to part ways with our DWC
executive director of 18 years, fol-
lowed by the Rialto closing, all the
while Lord & Taylor saga continues,
Mayor Brindle still deserves our sup-
port while she serves her elected term.
I am grateful for our mayor’s service.

Not all of this is Mayor Brindle’s
fault – most of these issues are exog-
enous factors, just like the matters for
which Ms. Brindle attacked her prede-
cessor who had recently guided our
town out of the Great Recession. Exog-
enous shocks to a local economy can be
fixed, yet it takes time. Mayor Skibitsky
was unable to execute on all of the
ideas and recommendations put for-
ward by his Downtown Task Force by
the end of his term. Mayor Brindle was
elected for four years to come up with
a solution of her own that will very
much look like the non-partisan Initial
Report of Research and Recommenda-
tions published April 14 of 2017 by the
Mayor’s Downtown Task Force. To
that end I have no issue with our cur-
rent mayor. Shelley Brindle is my mayor
for as long as she serves the office. Her
best effort for making use of the DTF’s
research and recommendations, while
complying with the New Jersey state
laws that mandates our master plan be
reviewed and revisions be made every
10 years, will be considered when her
own term expires.

Maybe if Mayor Skibitsky had his
meetings streamed live on Facebook

that January 2017 evening would have
been more cordial, but maybe not. If
you don’t already know about Westfield
20/20, some members (but, definitely
not all) are making it very difficult for
anyone to join the local conversation in
public, online, or with inclusive social
and public opportunities. Neighbors
serving our town in public office, yet
supporting an opposing point of view,
find themselves cropped out of photos
intended for distribution to local media
outlets and heckled in the public fo-
rum, even at council meetings. Mer-
chants supporting the efforts of the
wrong public servant get a visit, a scold-
ing, then a picture together on social
media to remind everyone that every-
thing is just fine here, there is nothing
to see. Those online yet not subscribed
to the preferred boutique identity or
caught disagreeing with these digital
gangsters over their current version of
history are publicly charred. Dracarys!
Volunteers left out of an amazing neigh-
borhood or school experience because
they said something wrong out loud. C-
Suites receiving calls from one neigh-
bor demanding another neighbor be
fired from their job because they don’t
sit quietly and go along with all this
nonsense. I could go on. Just like those
waves they keep coming and coming,
one after the other.

I find it ironic that two-and-a-half
years later The Leader is opining about
a vigil recently organized by Westfield
20/20, where Marci Bandelli and now
Mayor Brindle were still at it, this time
for drawing attention to their selective
outrage under the disguise invitation to
community thought and prayer, and
from behind the brand name of our
town. They just never stop, these two.
Marci and Westfield 20/20 provoking
matters with Mayor Brindle just sitting
there watching, letting it all happen
like that.

By appropriating the brand name
Westfield for their own political pur-
poses, it’s hard to miss these activists
when searching for a merchant in town,
a local realtor, or even the Westfield
Class of 2020. I mean, they’d be fool-
ish to not rebrand as “Trump 20/20”
considering the central argument that
organized their existence and the rights
protecting their activities are not used
to promote Westfield in a positive way,
at all. When I was at the PSE&G forum
at Edison School this past spring, Coun-
cilwomen Joann Neylan and Dawn
Mackey were working up front to-
gether, taking the arrows from the pub-
lic, and answering questions, while
PSE&G stonewalled our neighbors. To
be fair Mayor Brindle was also present
in the back of the room, stationed at
“trees.” Marci Bandelli and her activ-
ists however were nowhere to be found.
At the time of this letter, and with the
Rialto story tugging at the heart of our
brand, Mayor Brindle is again on de-
fense and Westfield 20/20 remains quiet
and safely sheltered behind Westfield
branding.

As their identity exists now, Westfield
20/20 muddies our town’s brand and is
a distraction for Mayor Brindle while
serving her term in office. At this mo-
ment, our Westfield brand is fragile.
We don’t need all this negative noise
their most vocal members are making
right now, and certainly not for another
year. What happens after 2020, do we
get our brand name back, or do we need
to sit through this until 2024? Why
hijack all of Westfield to a single date
in 2020? If their members truly cared
for the issues of our town, and wanted
to do good for our brand, if they wanted
to be inclusive and be a genuinely
positive force for all the neighbors and
merchants hustling to make our home-
town beautiful, wouldn’t they want to
be with Westfield every day?

The Leader had it correct in the
August 15 edition. Westfield 20/20,
and what they offer to the issues spe-
cific to Westfield, is indeed “disin-
genuous.” You will find evidence to
support The Leader’s editorial board
claim, and how disingenuous Westfield
20/20 is, at the next town council meet-
ing on September 3, 2019 when Marci
Bandelli does not show up to ask Mayor
Brindle what she “has been doing to fill
vacancies in the downtown.”

Edward . Stellingwerf
Westfield

DWCs Poor Transparency
In Hiring of Interim Director

Editorial Commentary

Last Monday, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) meet-
ing included a lengthy executive ses-
sion. The DWC had announced just a
week earlier that the board and long-
time executive director Sherry Cronin
had agreed to “mutually separate”
after 18 years.

We had a reporter at the August 26
meeting, although we knew there was
an executive session, as the notice
said, “official action may be taken at
this meeting.” Our reporter, Dominic
Lagano, was asked to leave after the
resolution to enter into executive ses-
sion was passed by the DWC board.
When he asked if he could come back
later, he was told “no” and “see you
on September 9,” a reference to the
board’s next meeting.

Our reporter inquired with Town
Administrator Jim Gildea about the
agenda, and one was forwarded to
him the next day, August 27, listing
the executive session as 7:40 p.m.
The board was to return to open ses-
sion at 8:30 p.m., followed by a “po-
tential board vote on next steps” at
8:35 p.m.

In the past our reporter has re-
ceived agendas in advance of meet-
ings.

So, given what our reporter was
told, we were surprised on Thursday
when we received a DWC press re-
lease in which DWC Chair Patricia
Hanigan announced the hiring of
Kathleen Miller Prunty as the interim
DWC executive director. Her tenure
in the position is expected to be for
six months. In our view, Ms. Prunty
was a good choice, and it hopefully
shows a concerted effort by the DWC
to find a pool of qualified candidates
from which to select the next director.

These are challenging times for
Westfield, with the sudden closing of
the Rialto Theatre, the centerpiece of
downtown Westfield for the past 97
years, and the likelihood that Lord &

Taylor, the town’s largest retailer, not
to mention taxpayer, could be the
next one to close in the next few
years. The retail giant was sold by its
parent company, Canada-based
Hudson Bay Company, for $75 mil-
lion to Le Tote, Inc., an online fashion
rental subscription service. Le Tote
“will also continue to own the real
estate and leases associated with the
remaining 38 Lord & Taylor stores,”
according to a report by CNN Busi-
ness.

The Westfield store, located at 601-
613 North Avenue, is owned by
Trumbull, Conn.-based LT Westfield
LLC. Taxes on the 5.42-acre property
are $499,444, according to tax
records. Reportedly, Le Tote “has
agreed to pay $58 million in annual
rent on the Lord & Taylor stores that
are leased for ‘at least’ the next three
years,” according to news reports.

The above mentioned properties
are critical to Westfield. We hope
these properties are not going to be
housing developments in the years
ahead.

So while we wish Ms. Prunty the
best in her new role, we call for more
transparency from the DWC board in
how they run their meetings and their
overall decision making.

The DWC is funded by an annual
$400,000-plus budget funded through
a tax on downtown properties that are
in the Special Improvement District
(SID) that was created in 1996 by the
Westfield mayor and town council. It
is not free, as some may think. The tax
is incorporated into the leases of
downtown businesses that make
Westfield an expensive place to do
business and turn a profit.

We encourage the downtown busi-
ness community to attend DWC meet-
ings and ask questions. After all, they
are paying for the SID and should
have a say on the future direction of
the DWC.

Union Leaders Respond After
Kean University President Quits

Kean Federation of Teachers Presi-
dent James Castiglione, AFT New
Jersey President Donna M. Chiera
and American Federation of Teach-
ers President Randi Weingarten is-
sued the following statements calling
for an open, inclusive national search
for next Kean University president
after Dawood Farahi resigned:

AFTNJ’s Chiera said, “Dawood
Fahari’s announced retirement pre-
sents us with the question of how we
should move forward in the best in-
terests of the students of New Jersey.
Are we going to forge a new collabo-
rative working relationship by includ-
ing direct union representation in the
selection of the next president? While
we have had many differences with
management at Kean over the years,
this is an opportunity to listen to all
voices and rebuild the Kean commu-
nity with a focus on academics and
student success.”

The KFT’s Castiglione said, “The

KFT looks forward to partnering with
all stakeholders, including trustees,
faculty, students, staff and community,
in a comprehensive, open, national
search for the next president of Kean
University. With the university at a
critical crossroads, it is imperative the
next president have a proven track
record of respectful, collaborative and
inclusive higher education leadership.”

The AFT’s Weingarten said, “For
years, we have organized to expose
Dawood Farahi’s incompetence and
cronyism that has hurt Kean’s vital
mission and reputation, as well as its
students and faculty. Finally, with
Farahi’s exit, the Kean community
can begin to heal and realize their
school’s potential as the premier New
Jersey institution it is destined to be.
The path to rehabilitation is long, but
it begins with a legitimate search pro-
cess for a new leader so Kean can be
the economic and educational engine
that Union County needs.”

Rich Bodmer Seeks, ‘Save the Rialto’
As I came down the stairs into my

kitchen, my mom asked me “where
you going and what are are you dressed
up for?” As I could feel the blood
rushing to my face I said “downtown
to the movies.” Before I could be
discovered I went out the back door
and jumped on to my bike. What I
didn’t reveal to my mom as I was
pedaling away was I was going on my
first date since we had moved into the
town.

As I arrived downtown I met my
date and we headed into the Rialto.
After tickets were paid for it was off to
the snack bar. My order was a bag of
popcorn to share along with some
drinks. Popcorn is the perfect snack
for a first date. You see, in the mind of
a 14-year-old boy you have to plan the
perfect first date. A boy at this age will
spend many hours planning this very
important moment in his life. It is the
beginning of manhood. Popcorn is a
major component in a strategic plan.
The idea is that during the movie you
happen to brush hands as you both
reach for some popcorn. Based off of
her reaction you would know wither
you could try and hold her hand as you
were leaving the Rialto. This very
scientific plan has been perfected
throughout time. Besides that Kevin’s
much older brother Tommy who was
16 told me.

When I got home that night my
mom and dad were in the living room
watching TV. My mom asked how I
liked the movie? Before I could even
answer my father said, “Your mom
really wants to know, how was your
date?” You see nether of them were
ever concerned about where I was.
Because they knew if I was on my bike
I was going somewhere in town. They
never had to be concerned the entire
time I was growing up in Westfield.

The Rialto has just closed. Yes, it

might not have been a state-of-the-art
theater, but was one of the most valu-
able businesses in Westfield. The
Rialto was a destination business,
meaning people from outside of
Westfield and town went there for a
reason. No one from another town is
coming to Westfield just for a coffee.
In most cases, a night at the Rialto
would be a feeder system to the sur-
rounding businesses. Diner, shopping,
ice cream or a cup of coffee before or
after seeing a movie is what we a
losing. In other words the Rialto brings
business to our downtown. But more
importantly it is a part of your
children’s youth that has been taken
away.

Raising children with all of the cra-
ziness that we see in the news makes
a vibrant downtown an important tool
in raising your children. Remember.
Now the Rialto brings the number to
22. Westfield now has 22 vacant store
fronts. I am running for town council
and I have the business background to
help the present administration solve
this dangerous problem.

Rich Bodmer Candidate
Westfield Ward 2 Council

Westfield Ward 3 Councilman
LoGrippo Seeks Reelection

I hope everyone had a relaxing
Labor Day weekend and a great sum-
mer. As we enter the homestretch of
election season, I want to thank the
good people of Westfield for being so
involved in our community. This is
the only place I could have ever imag-
ined raising my family, and the foun-
dation of our town is the amazing,
welcoming and warm people who
live here.

This has never been about politics
for me. I love serving on the town
council and doing my part to help
move Westfield forward. That is why
I will always work with Democrats,
Republicans and Independents alike

to do what is best for our community.
I believe in public service with a

philosophy rooted in honest govern-
ment, transparent operation and com-
plete accessibility to our residents.
That perspective has helped me to
work with both parties to maintain a
fiscally responsible agenda, while
continuing to deliver high-quality
government services.

I look forward to working to earn
the support of Ward 3 residents again
this fall, and if I haven’t knocked on
your door yet, I promise to make it
there in the coming weeks.

Westfield Councilman Mark
LoGrippo

Bottled Water Controversy in Newark
A U.S. district judge last week ruled

she will not order the City of Newark
to provide bottled water to residents
who are pregnant or have children age
six or under in the eastern part of the
city.

For more than two and a half years,
Newark’s drinking water has contained
levels of lead that are among the high-
est of any city in the nation. Citizen
groups had asked the court to take
action, presenting evidence that
Newark’s response to the citywide pub-
lic health crisis has been inadequate
and leaves many residents unprotected.

Earlier this month, the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in-
structed the city to provide bottled
water “as soon as possible” to some
residents served by lead pipes, due to
high levels of lead in the water. But

many Newark residents are excluded
from the bottled water program, in-
cluding residents in the eastern part of
the city served by the Wanaque sys-
tem. While the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and
recently the federal EPA have critiqued
shortcomings of Newark’s water sys-
tem, the city publicly denied that it had
a serious lead problem and failed to
take key remedial steps until after
NRDC and NEW Caucus sued.

The following is a statement by
Yvette Jordan of Newark Education
Workers:

“This decision is disappointing.
Newark and the State of New Jersey
should care enough about our com-
munities to provide bottled water to
vulnerable residents in all neighbor-
hoods harmed by lead in their water.



Page 6  Thursday, September 5, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

1606040

Life’s a combination of good 
days and bad. I have your 
back for both. And who has 
my back? The company more 
people have trusted for 
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

A good 
neighbor
has your 
back. 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

– Obituaries –

Business Owners: You Need
Your Own Retirement Plan
As a business owner, you can’t af-

ford to ignore your competition. You
can’t afford to miss out on the trends
affecting your industry. You can’t af-
ford to alienate customers. And here’s
one more item to add to
the list: You can’t afford
not to create a retire-
ment plan for yourself.

Of course, you
might think that, one
day, you’ll simply sell
your business and live
off the proceeds. But
selling a business isn’t
always simple, and
there’s no guarantee
you’ll receive enough
to pay for a comfort-
able retirement –
which is why you
should strongly con-
sider creating a retire-
ment plan now.

Here are some of
the most widely used
plans:

SEP-IRA: You can contribute up
to 25 percent of your compensation
— as much as $56,000 in 2019 — to
a SEP-IRA. Your contributions are
tax deductible and your earnings
grow tax deferred until withdrawn.
This plan offers you significant flex-
ibility in making contributions for
yourself and your employees. Plus,
as an employer, you can generally
deduct, as business expenses, any
contributions you make on behalf
of your plan participants.

SIMPLE IRA: In 2019, you can
put in up to $13,000 — or $16,000
if you’re 50 or older — to a
SIMPLE IRA. As is the case with
the SEP-IRA, your earnings grow
tax deferred. You can match your
employees’ contributions dollar for
dollar, up to 3 percent of compen-
sation. If you work for yourself,
you can combine employee and
employer contributions, so if you
use the 3-percent matching rule,
and you earn enough to fully match
employee contributions, you can
put in up to $26,000 per year (or
$32,000 if you’re 50 or older). Al-
ternatively, you could contribute 2
percent of each eligible employee’s
compensation each year, up to a

maximum of $5,600, regardless of
whether the employee contributes.
Contributions to your employees
are tax deductible.

“Owner-only” 401(k) plan: If you
have no employees
other than your spouse,
you can establish an
“owner-only” 401(k)
plan, which functions
similarly to a 401(k)
plan offered by a large
employer. Between sal-
ary deferral and profit
sharing, you can con-
tribute up to $56,000,
in pre-tax dollars, to
your owner-only
401(k), or $62,000 if
you’re 50 or older. Like
a SEP-IRA and
SIMPLE IRA, a 401(k)
provides the potential
to accumulate tax-de-
ferred earnings. How-
ever, you could choose

to open a Roth 401(k), which can be
funded with after-tax dollars. With a
Roth 401(k), your earnings can grow
tax-free, provided you’ve had your
account at least five years and you
don’t start taking withdrawals until
you’re at least 59½.

Which plan is right for you? The
answer depends on several factors,
such as whether you have any em-
ployees and how much money you
can contribute each year. But all
the plans mentioned above are gen-
erally easy to establish, and the
administrative costs are usually
minimal. Most important, any one
of them can help you build some of
the resources you’ll need to enjoy
the retirement lifestyle you’ve en-
visioned. To select an appropriate
plan, you may want to consult with
your tax and financial advisors.

In any case, don’t wait too long.
Time goes by quickly, and when
you reach that day when you’re a
“former” business owner, you’ll
want to be prepared.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
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goleader.com/form/bulletin

Jayson M. Astel, CFP®,
AAMS® Financial Advisor

For a Better Future!
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goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Scotch Plains Library Lists
Various Book Club Choices
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library welcomes area
residents to join one of its multiple
book club options.

On Monday, September 9, at 10
a.m., the library will host Bagels &
Books, where book lovers share their
recent reading experiences with other
bibliophiles and pick up suggestions
for future reading. Light refreshments
will be served. Registration is required.

The library’s Evening Book Club
will meet the following Monday, Sep-
tember 16, at 7 p.m., to discuss
“Eleanor Oliphant is Completely
Fine” by Gail Honeyman, and the
Afternoon Book Club will meet on
Tuesday, September 17, at 1 p.m., to
discuss “Pachinko” by Min Jin Lee.
No registration is required for these
discussions.

The library’s Next Chapter Book
Clubs are for young adults with intel-

lectual and developmental disabili-
ties. They will resume on Tuesday,
September 17, at Panera Bread in
Watchung. For more information,
contact the library Reference Desk.

On Thursday, September 26, at 7
p.m., the library will introduce a
new Cookbook Club. For this first
meeting, registered attendees are
invited to bring a favorite cook-
book or recipe to discuss with the
group. Librarians will bring their
favorite cookbooks, as well as dishes
to share from those cookbooks.
Registration is required.

For more information or to register
when required, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

Tea Party to Celebrate
Downton Abbey Film

SCOTCH PLAINS — In celebra-
tion of the upcoming release of the
Downton Abbey feature film, the
Scotch Plains Public Library invites
fans for a “tea party” on Thursday,
September 19, at 7 p.m.

The event will start with partici-
pants making teacup candles. At-
tendees should bring their own tea-
cup or mug; all other materials will
be provided. While the wax sets,
they will watch the documentary
The Manners of Downton Abbey, in
which Alastair Bruce, historical

“Downton Abbey” advisor, takes
viewers on a journey through 1900s
Britain and shows how he got all
those details right on the show.

Registration is required for this
program. For more information and
to register, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the
township.

Mary Wellnitz, Loving Mother,
Devoted Grandmother

Mary Wellnitz

Mary Wellnitz, 89, passed away
on Tuesday, August 27, 2019.

Born in Orange, N.J., to Lawrence
and Filomena Orlando, Mary moved
from Bloomfield to
Westfield in 1960.

Mary had a long ca-
reer at Ciba-Geigy, re-
tiring as a Research As-
sistant.  She also
worked part time at
Lord & Taylor in
Westfield.

A longtime, active
parishioner of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield,
Mary was involved in
the Rosary Society.

Mary was an avid
walker and swimmer
and was a regular at the Y in
Westfield and a member of Manor
Park Swim Club. Known for her
constant smile and infectious laugh,
she enjoyed spending time with
friends and family and was devoted
to her grandchildren.

Mary Wellnitz was predeceased

by her sisters, Camilla and
Josephine, and her brother, Rocco.

She is survived by her children,
Beth and her wife, Lisa, and Mark and

his wife, Barbara, and by
her grandchildren, Claire,
Andrew and Christopher.

A Mass of Christian
Burial will be offered at
10 a.m. on Friday, Sep-
tember 6, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic
Church on Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. Burial
will follow at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers,
please consider a memo-
rial contribution in
Mary’s name to
Alzheimer’s New Jersey,

www.alznj.org; Alzheimer’s New
Jersey, 425 Eagle Rock Avenue, Suite
203, Roseland, N.J. 07068; (973)
586-4300; development@alznj.org.

Arrangements are by Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield.
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Helen D. Van Bergen,
Formerly of Westfield

Helen D. Van Bergen, 87, of Sea
Girt, passed away on Sunday, August
25, 2019, at her home.

Mrs. Van Bergen was born and
raised in Floral Park, N.Y., a daughter
of the late Patrick and Nellie
(Mahoney) Daly. She was a graduate
of The Mary Louis Academy and
Adelphi University. She also received
her Master’s from Kean College. Af-
ter marrying Norbert Van Bergen and
moving to Westfield, N.J., where they
raised their family, Mrs. Van Bergen
went on to a distinguished career as a
Registered Nurse. She worked at vari-
ous hospitals, was a visiting nurse,
and was a school nurse at Holy Trin-
ity School in Westfield. She then
moved into nursing education, serv-
ing as a Professor of Nursing at Union
County College before retiring. The
Van Bergens summered in Manasquan
for many years before retiring to Sea
Girt 23 years ago. Mrs. Van Bergen
was an avid traveler, having enjoyed
cruises and trips to Paris, but mostly
enjoyed time at the beach.

Mrs. Van Bergen was predeceased
by her beloved husband, Norbert Van
Bergen, in 2013, as well as by her

brothers, Patrick, Bart, Denis and Jo-
seph Daly. She is survived by her
children, Maribeth Yerks and her hus-
band, Gary, of Surprise, Ariz.,
Mariclare Lesniak and her husband,
Bill, of Robbinsville, and Matthew
Daly Van Bergen, of Howell. She was
the beloved grandmother of David
Yerks (Felicia), Sara Schultz (Dan),
Jena Eckstein (John), Meagan Lesniak,
Brandon and Kira Van Bergen, and the
great-grandmother of Dylan and
Makena Yerks. Also surviving are Mrs.
Van Bergen’s sisters, Betty Daly and
Sr. Mary Daly, CSJ, as well as many
loved nephews and nieces.

The Funeral Mass was celebrated
at St. Mark’s Church in Sea Girt on
Friday, August 30, 2019. Mrs. Van
Bergen’s cremated remains will be
laid to rest with her husband at the
Brig. Gen. Wm. C. Doyle Veterans
Cemetery, Arneytown, privately. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the St. Mark’s Church Social
Concerns Committee, 215 Crescent
Parkway, Sea Girt, N.J. 08750. Con-
dolences may be sent via
www.obrienfuneralhome.com.
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Trinity Round-up Service,
BBQ On Tap This Sunday

CRANFORD — The Trinity
Episcopal Church, located at 119
Forest Avenue, Cranford, will hold
its annual Round-up Sunday ser-
vice and barbecue this Sunday,
September 8, starting at 10 a.m.

“Round-up Sunday is an oppor-
tunity to rededicate ourselves to
God’s mission,” said the Reverend
Andy Kruger, Trinity’s Priest-in-
Charge.

Specifically, Round-up Sunday
is the enrollment and start of 2019-
2020 Sunday school and is a cel-
ebration of Trinity’s ministries in-
cluding Confirmation, Outreach,
Fellowship Luncheons for seniors,
and Centering Prayer, among many
others.

Information will be presented
about all ministries, and people
will have a chance to sign up for
them. The service will be followed
by a fellowship barbecue. “Every-
one is welcome to join us for this
special event,” said Father Kruger.

Trinity Episcopal  Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based

family that welcomes all people
and strives to “know Christ and to
make the Lord known through faith,
love, and service.” Sunday services
are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. with
music and celebrated by Reverend
Kruger.

In addition, from Tuesday to Fri-
day, the Daily Offices of Morning
and Evening Prayer are led by Fa-
ther Kruger in the Witherington
Chapel at 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., re-
spectively. The chapel is accessible
by outside stairs at the right rear
corner of the church. For more infor-
mation about Trinity, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranfordnj.org/.
Trinity also provides Trinity Episco-
pal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through Kindergarten.

Program options include full or
half days, from two to five days a
week, with extended hours from 7
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Kindergarten
Wrap Around. For more informa-
tion about TEDS, call (908) 276-
2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

ROUND-UP SUNDAY SERVICE AND BBQ...The Trinity Episcopal Church
invites the community for Sunday School start-up, a celebration of ministries and
a fellowship barbecue for everyone, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., this Sunday, September
8. Trinity Episcopal Church is located at 119 Forest Avenue, Cranford.

Library Reveals Schedule
Of September Friday Films
SCOTCH PLAINS — The

Scotch Plains Public Library in-
vites area movie lovers to gather at
the library each Friday at noon for
Friday films. The lineup for Sep-
tember is as follows:

September 6: The Public (PG-
13, 122 minutes). An act of civil
disobedience turns into a standoff
with police when homeless people
in Cincinnati take over the public
library to seek shelter from the
bitter cold.

September 13: What Men Want
(R, 117 minutes). A female sports
agent who is struggling romanti-
cally and professionally suddenly
gains an unexpected edge when

she develops the ability to hear
men’s thoughts.

September 20: Long Shot (R, 120
minutes). Journalist Fred Flarsky
reunites with his childhood crush,
Charlotte Field, now one of the
most influential women in the
world. As she prepares to make a
run for the Presidency, Charlotte
hires Fred as her speechwriter and
sparks fly.

September 27: A Dog’s Journey
(NR, 108 minutes). A dog finds the
meaning of his own existence
through the lives of the humans he
meets.

These movies are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or email library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of the township.

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

Philip J. Cappio, 70, Retired Teacher,
Business Owner, Active Volunteer

Philip J. Cappio, 70, passed away
peacefully at home in Scotch Plains,
N.J., on Monday, September 2, 2019.
Born in Flushing, N.Y.,
he lived in Manhasset be-
fore moving to Scotch
Plains 40 years ago.

Philip received his
Bachelor of Arts in En-
glish from Marist College
in 1968 and his Master of
Arts in Education from
Seton Hall University in
1977. He had worked as
a teacher at Christopher
Columbus High School
in Miami, Fla., Union
Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains, then
Roselle Catholic High
School in Roselle before retiring
from teaching. He was also the presi-
dent of his landscaping business,
Cappio Landscaping, which he
started in 1984.

Philip was very active in the Par-
ish Community of Saint Helen in
Westfield and volunteered as a tu-
tor for Literacy New Jersey as well
as a trail steward in the Watchung
Reservation. He was an avid run-
ner, rollerblader, skier and kayaker
and was the 159th finisher in the
1969 Boston Marathon.

He will be remembered as a life-
long feeder of birds — and enemy
of squirrels – but most of all, as a
loving husband and father and a

generous and trusted friend and
neighbor.

Surviving are his wife, Mary Ball
Cappio; his daughters,
Moria (Joseph Frederick)
of New York City, Claire
(David Atkinson) of
Merion Station, Pa. and
Regina (Todd Wilson) of
Hoboken; three brothers,
Daniel Cappio (Lorraine)
of Ramsey, Bruce Cappio
(Don Johnson) of Sayville,
N.Y. and Robert Cappio
(Jessica Mohan) of
Armonk, N.Y.; two sisters,
Nancy Cappio Godina
(John) of Topsham, Vt.
and Janice Cappio Barlow
(John) of Southport,

Conn.; and five grandchildren,
Delaney, Eliza Mae, Lydia, Davis
and Maya.

Visitation will be at Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue,
Fanwood, on Friday, September 6,
from 3 to 8 p.m. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield,
on Saturday, September 7, at 9:45
a.m. Interment will follow at St.
Teresa’s Cemetery in Summit.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Helping Hands and
Hearts, 1600 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

September 5, 2019

Philip J. Cappio
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Made possible by grants from  
The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and  
The Thomas Glasser Foundation   

 

Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 

“The Art of  

  Ceramic Tile” 

 

The Westfield Memorial Library      
550 East Broad Street 

Wednesday, October 16   7:00 pm 
 

Westfield Memorial Library 

Learn about public art from the creator  

of the ceramic tiles at the Westfield  

train station and the Reeve House 

Open to the public.  Pre-registration required.  

Register online at www.wmlnj.org   

or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0. 

Stacey Farley 
 

  former Westfield resident 
and notable public artist 

THE 12TH ANNUAL  

HALE SPEAKER SERIES 

REMEMBRANCE AND REFLECTION...The public is invited to visit the
Union County September 11th Memorial in Echo Lake Park throughout the day
next Wednesday, the 18th anniversary of the tragedy. The memorial is located
on a hill at the border of Mountainside and Springfield, near the Springfield
Avenue entrance at the eastern end of Echo Lake Park.

County Invites Residents To
Visit Memorial on Sept. 11

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
invites members of the community to
honor the memory of the 60 Union
County residents who perished in the
terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, by visiting the Union County
September 11th Memorial on
Wednesday, September 11, at Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

The memorial will be open from
the morning hours until 9 p.m. on
September 11. Members of the Union
County Sheriff’s Office will provide
a uniformed Honor Guard standing
watch at the memorial from 6 to 9
p.m. The public is invited to bring and
light candles in memory of those lost
in the attacks.

“On this date, we honor those who
perished, we remember the many acts
of bravery that occurred that day, and
we reaffirm the Union County com-
munity as one that pulls together,
through times of peace and crisis
alike,” said Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski.

The Union County September 11th
Memorial incorporates elements of

design that include all three sites where
lives were lost. Two girders recov-
ered from the ruins of the World Trade
Center are arranged within a five-
sided area representing the Pentagon,
and an Eternal Flame represents those
who died in Pennsylvania, along with
members of the armed services and
emergency responders.

In addition to these elements, the
names of the 60 deceased Union
County residents are etched into the
memorial.

Union County worked with resi-
dents of Cranford, Elizabeth,
Kenilworth, Linden, Mountainside,
Rahway, Scotch Plains, Summit,
Union and Westfield to plan and build
the memorial.

Dedicated on September 13, 2003,
the memorial was constructed
through private donations including
in-kind work by labor unions and
materials at cost.

The memorial is located on a hill at
the border of Mountainside and
Springfield in Echo Lake Park, near
the Springfield Avenue entrance at
the eastern end of the park.

JERSEY BOYS 2019...Martin Wallberg American Legion Post No. 3 sent a record 15 participants to the American Legion
Jersey Boys State civics conference in June, where they learned about “Americanism” and the workings of government.
Pictured with the young men are Rob Whitehead, co-chairman, far left, and Jack Ford, co-chairman, far right.

Post Sends Record 15
To Jersey Boys State
WESTFIELD — The Martin

Wallberg American Legion Post No.
3 in Westfield recently sent a record
number of 15 boys to American Le-
gion Jersey Boys State.

Boys State is a civics conference
teaching “Americanism” and exists
in 49 states. Participants set up mock
local cities, counties, and a state gov-
ernment and are assigned to a politi-
cal party. This year’s Boys State Con-
ference was held at Rider University
in Lawrenceville from June 16
through June 21.

The event concludes with the elec-
tion of a Boys State Governor and
two Senators who go on to Ameri-
can Legion Boys Nation in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Annual Day of Prayer to Be
Held September 24 at PCW
WESTFIELD — As the nation

continues to be gripped by acts of
racism and xenophobia along with
mass shootings, the sixth annual
Union County Day of Prayer will
bring a message of inclusion with
its theme of “Striving to Make a
Beloved Community.” It is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 24, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

This year, the event will feature
Rabbi Avi Friedman of the Con-
gregation Ohr Shalom — The Sum-
mit Jewish Community Center, who
previously served as rabbi at the
Tree of Life Congregation in Pitts-
burgh, Pa., where an armed indi-
vidual voicing anti-Semitic senti-
ments killed 11 worshipers during
Shabbat morning services in 2018.
Rabbi Friedman plans to speak
about immigration and how people
treat strangers.

Also speaking will be Pandit
Ramdular Singh, representing the
Hindu faith; Ali Bhatti of the Is-
lamic faith; Dr. Norman Miles of
the Seventh-Day Adventist Church,
and event host the Reverend Jer-
emy Jinkins, pastor of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

They will join representatives
from Roman Catholic, Baptist and
other community houses of wor-
ship from throughout Union County
for an evening of prayer, readings,
meditations and music.

The annual public event, which

drew hundreds of attendees in 2018,
is a gathering of interfaith commu-
nities, nonprofits and government
bodies from across Union County,
according to Deacon Tim Williams
of the First Baptist Church in
Kenilworth. Mr. Williams is chair-
man of the steering committee for
the Union County Interfaith Coor-
dinating Council (UCICC), which
sponsors the event each year.

UCICC promotes inclusion of all
people within the community and
creates a clearinghouse of faith-
based, nonprofit and government
community services available to
the public, promoting greater
awareness of these services, ac-
cording to Sid Blanchard, associ-
ate executive director of commu-
nity relations at the nonprofit Com-
munity Access Unlimited (CAU)
and founder of the council.

CAU is a Union County-based,
statewide nonprofit that strives to
integrate people with disabilities
and at-risk youth into the general
community through comprehensive
supports.

Registration for the sixth annual
Union County Day of Prayer is not
required but is requested. To regis-
ter, visit eventbrite.com/e/6th-an-
nual-union-county-day-of-prayer-
reflection-tickets-63107522298.

For more information about CAU
and its services, contact the organiza-
tion at (908) 354-3040,
info@caunj.org or by mail at 80 West
Grand Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202.

Yard/Garage Sale to Benefit
Historic Borough Homes

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Restoration Commit-
tee, Inc.,  also known as the
Mountainside Historic Committee,
will sponsor a yard/garage sale as a
fundraiser event on Friday and Sat-
urday, September 20 and 21, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.

The Saturday sale will be in con-
junction with the Mountainside
Newcomers Town-Wide Garage
Sale. This is a huge sale for the
committee, which raises funds for
the restoration and maintenance of
the historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and Levi Cory House.

The committee is asking the com-
munity to donate saleable items for
this event. Donated items can be
brought to the Hetfield House on
either Sunday, September 15, from
1 to 3 p.m., or Thursday, September
19, between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Re-
ceipts are available for donations.

The committee is limiting items it
can accept. Only desirable and sale-

able items are being accepted. Noth-
ing worn, broken, personal, shabby,
obsolete or otherwise unsaleable
will be accepted. No large furni-
ture, books or clothing can be ac-
cepted either.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and Levi Cory House are
located at Constitution Plaza adja-
cent to the Mountainside Public
Library. Constitution Plaza is the
first right off Birch Hill Road, which
is off New Providence Road near
the Mountainside Volunteer
Firehouse. The Mountainside Res-
toration Committee is a committee
of volunteers governed by the Bor-
ough of Mountainside. Its purpose
is to restore and maintain the Dea-
con Andrew Hetfield House and the
Levi Cory House and to collect and
save historic information and items
from destruction.

For further information or to do-
nate funds, call (908) 789-9420 or
go to mountainsidehistory.org.

GOOD BUYS...Area residents are invited to donate their unwanted saleable items
for the Annual Yard/Garage Sale fundraiser at the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House. This year, donated items are being accepted at the Hetfield House on two
days: Sunday, September 15, from 1 to 3 p.m., and Thursday, September 19, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The sale will take place Friday and Saturday, September 20 and
21, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.

Parkinson Support Group
Slates Meeting, Cruise

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Parkinson Support Group will re-
sume its monthly meetings after
the summer break on Monday, Sep-
tember 9, at 1:30 p.m.

Jacqueline Cristini, a physician
assistant with the Neuroscience In-
stitute DBS Center at JFK Medical
Center in Edison, will be the guest
speaker. The subject of her presen-
tation will be treatment options for
off periods in Parkinson’s disease.
Light refreshments will be served.
People with Parkinson’s and/or their
caregivers are welcome to attend.

Addit ionally,  an Alaska
Parkinson’s Cruise has been orga-
nized for 2020. Participants will
sail on the Celebrity Solstice, leav-
ing and returning to Seattle, Wash.,
August 14 to 21, 2020. Daniel
Schneider, MD, a movement disor-

der neurologist with RWJ Medical
School in New Brunswick, and
Dayel Giammarino, a Rock Steady
Boxing coach in Garwood, will
conduct classes on the days at sea.
Alaska ports of call  include
Ketchikan, Endicott Arm and
Dawes Glacier,  Juneau and
Skagway, as well as Victoria, Brit-
ish Columbia.

The Westfield Parkinson Sup-
port Group meets on the second
Monday of each month, except July
and August, in the Parish House
Lounge at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield. For more
information about the support
group and/or the cruise, contact
Barbara Ringk, group facilitator,
at barbringk@gmail.com or call
(908) 403-3129.

‘Eating Clean’ to Be Focus
Of Program For Seniors

WESTFIELD — “Eating Clean
for Better Health” will be the fea-
tured informational program for se-
nior citizens on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 10, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., at The Senior Resource Cen-
ter at The Lavy House, located at
748 East Broad Street, Westfield.

Karen M. Ensle, Ed.D., a Rutgers
Cooperative Extension professor,
will present the program. Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jer-
sey and Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield will sponsor this event,
which is offered free of charge.

“Eating clean encourages a
lifestyle of exercise and a diet plan
of unprocessed, whole foods like
fruits, vegetables, whole grains,
lean meats, low-fat dairy and no
artificial ingredients, preserva-
tives, sugars, saturated fat and trans
fat,” according to Professor Ensle.
“Learn to improve your food
choices, portion sizes and food-
prep methods,” she said of the up-
coming program.

A light lunch will be served with
kosher dietary laws observed.

The Senior Resource Center at
The Lavy House is a joint venture
between Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey and Temple

Emanu-El. Jewish Family Service
of Central New Jersey provides
programming and the services of
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Naomi Kreutzer each Tuesday.

Programs are free of charge and
open to the entire community. Reg-
istration is recommended if plan-
ning to attend. To register, contact
Info@jfscentralnj.org.

Christine Clarke To
Address Sierra Club
AREA — The New Jersey Sierra

Club Loantaka Group will hold a
Meet and Greet for Christine Clarke,
District 26 Democratic Assembly
candidate, at its meeting on Wednes-
day, September 11.

Ms. Clarke has been endorsed by
the Sierra Club and is a strong envi-
ronmental advocate. She will dis-
cuss how she plans to address cli-
mate change and other important
issues. A question-and-answer ses-
sion will follow.

The meeting will be held from 8
to 9 p.m. at the Library of The
Chathams, located at 214 Main
Street, Chatham. It is free and open
to the public. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 233-2414.

Cranford Rec. Revises Date
For Fall/Winter Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced that it has revised
the date of registration for Fall and
Winter programs from Tuesday,
September 10, to the following
Tuesday, September 17, at 9 a.m.

The department’s Fall/Winter
brochure, which lists all programs,
will be mailed to Cranford resi-
dents and also may be viewed online
at cranfordnj.org/recreation-parks
or by following the department on
Facebook at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks and/
or Instagram at instagram.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks.

All programs are for Cranford
residents only.

The Cranford Recreation and
Parks Department strongly encour-
ages registration for all classes to
be done online through Community
Pass. Online registration will en-
able users to register 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, to make pay-
ment by credit card and to receive

the latest program updates as they
occur through their account. Users
may access their existing account
or create a new account by visiting
https://register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

Anyone needing assistance to reg-
ister online or who has any other
questions is invited to stop by the
Cranford Recreation and Parks De-
partment or call (908) 709-7283.
The department is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

NAMI to Begin Course
For Families Sept. 12
AREA — The Union County

chapter of NAMI (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) is again
offering the Family to Family Edu-
cation course to all caretakers of a
loved one with a mental illness.
This 11-week course will meet on
Thursday evenings, from 7 to 9:30
p.m., beginning September 12 and
continuing until November 21.

This course is free of charge and
is offered specifically to the par-
ents, siblings, spouses, teenage and
adult children and significant oth-
ers of individuals with severe and
persistent mental illness. In a confi-
dential setting, loved ones will learn
how to understand and support their
ill relative while maintaining their
own wellbeing. The course is taught
by NAMI members who have com-
pleted intensive training.

Classes will meet at St. Agnes
Roman Catholic Church, located at
332 Madison Hill Road, Clark. Reg-
istration is required. For more in-
formation, call Pat at (732) 382-
0762 or email patroman2@aol.com.
Those using email are asked to in-
clude F2F class in the subject line.
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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

2019 All-Corbin Team
Probitas Verus Honos
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********* Welcome to The 22nd Annual  “You Don’t Have to Be a Hero” All-Corbin Team: *********
The All-Corbin Team is dedicated to the Adult Softball Leagues, Girls Softball and Youth Baseball Travel Leagues. The selections are based entirely on neat-looking plays, fan participation and interesting positions.

  1. Best  Lunge at Home Base – Dom Kotowicz Westfield 9U 2. Best Close Up At Home – Gus Alvarez Darby Road Brainard 3. Best Double Coverage at Home – Hunter Shea Sliding SPF 8U 4. Best Official 50+ Swing –
John Deitch JoeMax Telecom UC Sr. 50+ League 5. Best Leap But Out (Men’s League) – Dennis DiMascio Darby Road Brainard 6. Best Youth League Leap – Liam Garrett Westfield 12U All-Stars 7. Best Stride to 1st –
Kobi Rodriguez Westfield 8U, 1st Baseman Nate Aveno Cranford 8. Best Lunge Attempt at 1st– Tobi Zippler Westfield 12U 9. Best Slide Back to 1st – Luke Gerne Westfield 12U 10. Best Youth Pitching Form #1 – Drew
Pavlik Westfield 12U  11. Best Men’s League Form – Frank Mastrocola Charlie Brown’s 12. Best Youth Pitching Form 2 – Cooper Stahley SPF 12U 13. Most Dirt Plowed – Louie Ciullo Westfield 11U, 3rd Baseman Keegan
Parkhill Clark 14. Best Men’s Slide at 3rd – Kyle Williams Darby Road Brainard 15. Most Obvious Wild Throw Past 3rd – To Mike Kalinkanskas Cranford 12U 16. Best Tag Out at 3rd – Will Kahney Cranford 13U Tagging
Luke Doyle SPF 17. Best Caught Dead in Tracks – Alex Lawrence Westfield 11U About to Tag Devin Patterson Clark 18. Team Supreme – Sofa Kings Scotch Plains Men’s League East Division Champions

SPF Raider Gridders to Host
Holy Cross on September 7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Confidence building has been the
number-one objective of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Head

Coach Austin Holman when he
grabbed the reins of the football team
this season and the strategy seems to
be working out. Players are begin-
ning to understand the mechanics of

their positions and a number of multi-
sport athletes, who skipped playing
football in the past, are now attracted
to the program.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUNCHING A RUNNING BACK...The Raiders, in blue, crunch a Pascack Hills running back during a quad scrimmage
with AL Johnson, Verona and Pascack Hills at ALJ High School in Clark on August 27.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE A GREETING...Blue Devil running back Tim Alliegro is greeted by a host of Cougars during a scrimmage game
between Westfield and Cranford at Memorial Field in Cranford on August 30.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

Westfield Football
Head Coach: Jim DeSarno

9/14 Sat Linden H 2:00 PM
9/21 Sat Union H 1:00 PM
9/28 Sat Watch Hills H 1:00 PM
10/4 Fri Elizabeth A 7:00 PM
10/11 Fri Edison A 7:00 PM
10/18 Fri BrH2O A 7:00 PM
10/25 Fri P-burg A 7:00 PM
11/2 Sat No Bruns H 2:00 PM
11/28 Thu Plainfield H 11 AM

SPF Football
Head Coach: Austin Holman

9/7 Sat Holy Cross H 1:00 PM
9/13 Fri Carteret A 7:00 PM
9/21 Sat Cranford H 1:00 PM
9/27 Fri Immaculata A 7:00 PM
10/5 Sat N Hunterdon H 2:00 PM
10/12 Sat Montgomery H 1:00 PM
10/18 Fri JFK A 7:00 PM
10/26 Sat Plainfield A 1:00 PM
11/2 Sat Colonia H 1:00 PM

Cranford Football
Hd Coach: Erik Rosenmeier

9/13 Fri Montgomery H 7:00 PM
9/21 Sat Sc Pl-Fnwd A 1:00 PM
9/27 Fri Somerville H 7:00 PM
10/4 Fri Immaculata H 7:00 PM
10/11 Fri Rahway A 7:00 PM
10/18 Fri JP Stevens H 7:00 PM
10/25 Fri N Hunterdon A 7:00 PM
11/2 Sat Summit A 1:00 PM

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL VOLLEYBALL TEAM...The Lady Blue Devils are expecting another standout season. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Chelsea Duan, Sintra Rumpeters, Jessi Schlewitt, Rebekkah Dayon, Julia Becker and Abbey Zidel; back row,
Kat Abdala, Kerry Donovan, Gianna Mangiamele, tri-captains Uzi Ijoma, Stephanie Margolies and Lydia Nisita, Emma
Hanley and Audrey Heber.

CAPTAINS ARE LYNSKEY, GOLDFEDER, BURNS, FARLEY

Cougar Soccer Boys Are Ready
For Watchung Div. Challenge

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR SOCCER SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: front; Jameson Chang, Joe Silano and Tyler Burns; Andrew
Iacovani, Jesse Madsen, Kyle Lynskey, Roman Onica, Patrick Walsh, Nick Batista and Chris Georgiou. Missing Cole Blazek.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bumping up to the top-notched
Watchung Division of the Union
County Conference last year certainly
had it challenges but this year’s
Cranford High School boys soccer
team is looking forward to the amped
up action.

Once again the Cougars will be
facing the always tough Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Westfield and Elizabeth
teams twice during the regular sea-
son.

“We are still there against Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Elizabeth, Summit and
Plainfield. It’s one of the toughest
conferences in the state. We know we
got our work cut out for us but we go
into the season with that expectation.
These guys are ready for that chal-
lenge. I know they like playing against
those big teams. We are going to give
it our all and try to grab a couple wins
at the conference level,” Cougar Head
Coach Greg Campbell said.

Last year grabbing a brass ring
seemed to be just out of reach for the
Cougars, who dropped a number of
very tight games and finished with an
8-12 overall record.

“We graduated 17 seniors last year.
We had a lot of turnover here at the
varsity level but I have been very
happy with the progress of many of
our underclassmen. I am excited about
the aggressive and high energy ap-

proach that we are going to have to
take into this season. I think we will
be successful if we do that effec-
tively,” Coach Campbell expressed.

After a few preseason scrimmages,
the Cougars came up with a 4-1 scrim-
mage victory over Columbia, co
Coach Campbell said, “The outlook
has looked pretty good and has gotten
better as the preseason has gone on.
We really struggled in our first scrim-
mage losing Piscataway but we’ve
gotten good results from the last few.
I feel like the team is coming to-
gether.”

The Cougars have selected seniors
Kyle Lynskey and Tyler Burns and
juniors Drew Goldfeder and Colin
Farley as team captains. Goldfeder
and Farley will man the all important
center back positions to add support
for returning senior goalkeeper An-
drew Iacovano, who made 72 saves
last year.

“A couple of our returning varsity
players are in really key positions.
Our defense needs to be a place where
we are particularly strong. Our re-
turning keeper Andrew Iacovano, I
think he could be one of the best
keepers in the county this year. Drew
Goldfeder was a second team All-
County. Colin Farley was an All-Con-
ference selection as well. As junior
center backs, they bring lots of expe-
rience. The three of them playing
those key positions are going to be

really important for us,” Coach
Campbell pointed out.

The outside backs are sophomore
Matteo Beltran and junior Matt St.
George. Burns returns at the holding
midfield position.

“We’ve got a lot of experience down
the spine, goalkeeper, center back,
holding center midfielder are all re-
turning varsity players, so that’s a
really nice advantage for us,” Coach
Campbell added.

Lynskey returns as an attacking
midfielder, along with senior Jameson
Chang. Junior Tim O’Donovan will
be in the midfield and with the tempo-
rary absence of senior Cole Blazek
due to injury, sophomore Jake Icklan
and junior Ryan Dooley have been
doing a nice job as strikers.

“We are trying a couple of different
formations depending on the team
that we are playing and what type of
personnel we have healthy,” Coach
Campbell said.

The Cougars will open their rigor-
ous schedule at Elizabeth today, Sep-
tember 5, at 7 p.m.

“We get to play under the lights but
that’s Watchung Conference and
Union County. We are going to be
playing those kind of games all sea-
son, so we have no problem starting
with them. Last year we lost to them in
overtime, so it’s a chance to redeem
ourselves,” Coach Campbell ex-
pressed.

LEY, ALOE, KESSLER NAMED RAIDER TEAM CAPTAINS

Soccer Raiders Return Solid,
Experienced Nucleus of Girls

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Youth was a concern for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team last year but that concern
was put to rest when the Raiders won
their 13th Union County Tournament
(UCT) title in 14 years, advanced to
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
semifinals and finished with a 14-5-1
record. That fielding of such a boun-
tiful number of young players should
pay off this season.

“The girls have been working hard
in practice and are looking forward to
the start of the season. The team has a
good nucleus returning and some new
players that will add to the team’s
ability,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing pointed out.

What did indeed pay off last year

was the Raiders’ very solid defense
that limited opponents to an average
of just one goal per game. Seniors
Gabby Aloe and Maya Kessler, who
played a major in the Raiders’ defen-
sive success, return as co-captains,
along with senior Lizzie Ley. Last
year Aloe primarily controlled the
midfield and backfield but in many
cases she could be seen taking the
attack to the opponents’ end of the
field. Joining her in the backfield
would be seniors Julianna Scarcella,

Micaela Genty and Devon
Danielovich, and sophomore Leah
Klurman, who was quite productive
offensively last year with six goals
and four assists. As goalkeeper,
Kessler recorded 102 saves, several
that could have been considered game-
saving.

Ley, the leader of the midfield, was
the corner kick specialist and also net-
ted five goals and added eight assists
last year. Others in the midfield will be
senior Rachel Schoss (2 assists last
year), juniors Giorgi Vacci and Abby
Hanvey, and sophomore Alexa Fazio,
who scored a goal last year.

The lightning-strike attack force
will be led by junior third-year starter
Corinne Lyght, who led the team last
year with 13 goals and eight assists.
Juniors Holly Nelson, Faith Price and

Jamie Valian, along with seniors
Brooke Klurman and Maya Sutterlin
return up front.

Faith and Price were definite pleas-
ant surprises last year as they finished
with five goals and an assist, and three
goals and three assists, respectively.
Jamie Valian finished with a goal and
an assist and Brooke Klurman con-
tributed two assists.

As always, the Raiders will have
very stiff competition within their own
division of the Union County Confer-
ence.

“We are looking to hopefully an-
other successful year. It will be diffi-
cult with all the other good teams in
our Conference/Division, such as Oak
Knoll, Summit, Cranford, Westfield
and Union,” Coach Ewing com-
mented.

But the Raiders will also have some
fun with non-conference foes such as
Mendham, Wayne Hills, Kearny and
Hunterdon Central.

“Our out of conference schedule is
difficult as well. We are looking for-
ward to a competitive season,” Coach
Ewing concluded.

The Raiders open their season to-
morrow, Friday, September 6, by host-
ing the Bayonne Bees at 4 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAYING ON THE NEW TURF FIELD...The Lady Raiders, in blue, recently tested the new turf in a scrimmage game
against Northern Highlands in Scotch Plains. The Raiders will open their season this Friday, September 6, at home against
the Bayonne Bees at 4 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTLING THE BALL...A Lady Raider settles the ball during a recent scrim-
mage game against Northern Highlands in Scotch Plains.

Westfield/Scotch Plains-Fanwood/Cranford
September High School  Schedules:

**Subject to change due to weather or other unforeseen inconveniences**

Cranford Tennis
Coach Lisa Williams

9/4 WedRoselle Park H 4:00
9/5 Thu Westfield H 4:00
9/6 Fri Plainfield A 4:00
9/9 Mon Sc Pl-Fanwd H 4:00
9/11 WedUnion Cath A 4:00
9/13 Fri New Prov H 4:00
9/16 Mon Dayton H 4:00
9/18 WedGov Liv A 4:00
9/19 Thu Roselle Park A 4:00
9/20 Fri Plainfield H 4:00
9/23 Mon Oak Knoll H 4:00

Westfield Girls Tennis
Coach Matt Varhley

9/4 WedOak Knoll H 4:00
9/5 Thu Cranford A 4:00
9/6 Fri Kent Place A 4:00
9/7 Sat Tournament H 11:00
9/8 Sun Tournament H 2:00
9/11 WedNew Prov H 4:00
9/12 Thu Montclair H 4:00
9/13 Fri Summit A 4:00
9/14 Sat Tournament A 9:00
9/15 Sun Tournament A 2:00
9/16 Mon Oak Knoll A 4:00
9/17 Tue BrH2O A 4:00
9/18 WedKent Place H 4:00
9/23 Mon Sc Pl-Fanwd H 4:00

Westfield Girls Volleyball
Head Coach: Bev Torok

9/6 Fri Union H 4:00
9/7 Sat Paramus A 9:00
9/13 Fri Sc Pl-Fnwd H 4:00
9/16 Mon Elizabeth A 4:00
9/18 WedUnion Cath H 4:00
9/19 Thu Union H 4:00
9/21 Sat Bloomfield A 8:30
9/23 Mon Oak Knoll A 4:00
9/25 WedSc Pl-Fnwd A 4:00
9/26 Thu Colonia H 4:00
9/27 Fri Elizabeth H 4:00
9/28 Sat Livingston A 9:00

Cranford Gymnastics
Michelle Charney-Hulse

9/10 Tue Union H 4:30
9/12 Thu Old Bridge A 5:00
9/16 Mon Westfield A 4:30
9/21 Sat ALJ H 10:00
9/24 Tue Dayton A 4:30
9/26 Thu Summit H 4:30

Westfield Field Hockey
Caitlin Cheddar

9/10 Tue Mt St Dom A 4:00
9/12 Thu Mont. Kimb A 4:00
9/16 Mon Gov. Liv. A 4:00
9/19 Thu Montclair A 4:00
9/21 Sat Kent Place H 9:30
9/23 Mon Glen Ridge A 4:00
9/26 Thu Millburn A 4:00

Cranford Field Hockey
Samantha Berk

9/5 Thu Mt St Dom A 4:00
9/7 Sat Livingston H 2:00
9/10 Tue Millburn A 4:00
9/12 Thu Kent Place A 4:30
9/14 Sat Columbia H 11:00
9/17 Tue Sc Pl-Fanwd A 4:00
9/21 Sat Summit A 10:00
9/24 Tue Oak Knoll A 4:00
9/26 Thu Glen Ridge H 4:00
9/28 Sat Nwk Aca H 11:00

Westfield Boys Soccer
Head Coach: Eric Shaw

9/09 Mon Seton Hall P A 4:00 PM
9/12 Thu Sc Pl-Fnwd H*4:00 PM
9/17 Tue Elizabeth H*4:00 PM
9/19 Thu Summit H*4:00 PM
9/21 Sat Cranford A 11 AM
9/24 Tue Plainfield A 4:00 PM
9/26 Thu Cranford H 4:00 PM
9/28 Sat Princeton H 9:30 AM

SPF Field Hockey
Alexandra Neidig

9/5 Thu Union A 4:00
9/12 Thu Gov Liv H 4:00
9/14 Sat Glen Ridge H 10:00
9/17 Tue Cranford H 4:00
9/19 Thu Livingston A 4:00

SPF Gymnastics
Head Coach: Lisa Cerchio

9/5 Thu  East Bruns A 4:30
9/9 Mon  Union Cath H 4:30
9/12 Thu  Hunt Cent A 4:30
9/16 Mon   ALJ H 4:30
9/18 Wed   Union A 4:30
9/23 Mon Westfield H 4:00

Cranford Boys Soccer
Head Coach: Greg Campbell

9/5 Thu Elizabeth A 4:00 PM
9/7 Sat St. Mary A 11 AM
9/10 Tue Union A 4:00 PM
9/12 Thu Westfield H 4:00 PM
9/14 Sat N Hunterdon A11:30 AM
9/17 Tue Summit A 4:00 PM
9/19 Thu Sc Pl-Fanwd H 4:00 PM
9/24 Tue Oak Knoll A 4:00 PM
9/26 Thu Union H 7:30 PM

SPF Girls Volleyball
Coach Adrienne Stack

9/05 Thu So Plainfield H 4:00
9/11 WedUnion H 4:00
9/13 Fri Westfield A 4:00
9/16 Mon Oak Knoll H 4:00
9/18 WedElizabeth H 4:00
9/19 Thu ALJ H 4:00
9/23 Mon Union A 4:00
9/25 WedWestfield H 4:00
9/26 Thu Edison A 4:00
9/27 Fri Oak Knoll A 4:00

Westfield Gymnastics
Amanda Diaz/Laurie McCormack
9/9 Mon ALJ (cancel) H 4:30
9/16 Mon Cranford H 4:30
9/18 WedDayton H 4:30
9/23 Mon Sc Pl-Fnwd A 4:30

SPF Boys Soccer
Head Coach: Tom Breznitsky

9/05 Thu Summit A 4:00 PM
9/07 Sat Steinert East H 3:00 PM
9/10 Tue Plainfield A 4:00 PM
9/12 Thu Westfield A 4:00 PM
9/14 Sat E Brunswick H 2:00 PM
9/17 Tue Cranford A 4:00 PM
9/19 Thu Elizabeth H 4:00 PM
9/24 Tue Summit H 4:00 PM
9/26 Thu Plainfield H 4:00 PM
9/28 Sat So Plainfield A 12 Noon

SPF Girls Soccer
Head Coach: Kevin Ewing

9/6 Fri Bayonne H 4:00 PM
9/7 Sat Mendham H 11 AM
9/10 Tue Summit H 4:00 PM
9/12 Thu Oak Knoll H 4:00 PM
9/17 Tue Westfield H 4:00 PM
9/19 Thu Cranford A 4:00 PM
9/24 Tue Union A 4:00 PM
9/26 Thu Summit A 4:00 PM
9/28 Sat Wayne Hills H11:30 AM

Westfield Girls Soccer
Head Coach: Alex Schmidt

9/7 Sat E Brunswick A10:00 AM
9/10 Tue Oak Knoll H*4:00 PM
9/12 Thu Cranford A 4:00 PM
9/17 Tue Sc Pl-Fnwd A 4:00 PM
9/19 Thu Union A 4:00 PM
9/21 Sat Livingston A11:30 AM
9/24 Tue Summit A 4:00 PM
9/26 Thu Oak Knoll A 4:00 PM
9/28 Sat Ridgewood A11:30 AM

SPF Raider Tennis
Coach Luke Piede

9/5 Thu Colonia H 4:00
9/6 Fri Union Cath H 4:00
9/9 Mon Cranford A 4:00
9/11 WedDayton H 4:00
9/17 Tue Oak Knoll A 4:00
9/18 WedRoselle Park H 4:00
9/20 Fri Union Cath A 4:00
9/23 Mon Westfield A 4:00

Cranford Volleyball
Coach Taylor Antoniewicz

9/11 WedRoselle Cath A 4:00
9/13 Fri Gov Liv A 4:00
9/16 Mon Summit H 4:00
9/18 WedRahway H 4:00
9/20 Fri Kent Place A 4:00
9/23 Mon New Prov A 4:00
9/25 WedLinden A 4:00
9/27 Fri Roselle Cath H 4:00

Cranford Girls Soccer
Coach: Andrew Gagliardo

9/4 WedOak Knoll H 4:00 PM
9/7 Sat Lawrence H 11 AM
9/10 Tue Union A 4:00 PM
9/12 Thu Westfield H 4:00 PM
9/14 Sat N Hunterdon A11:30 AM
9/17 Tue Summit A 4:00 PM
9/19 Thu Sc Pl-Fnwd H 4:00 PM
9/24 Tue Oak Knoll A 4:00 PM
9/26 Thu Union H 7:30 PM
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

CPTS - DOBOSIEWICZ, SHERMAN, CARAYANNOPOULOS

Lady Soccer Blue Devils Work
To Get into UCT, State Mode

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Positives can definitely come from
some past negative experiences and
this season the Westfield High School
girls soccer team plans to do just that
and they have good reason to feel
that way. Since graduating a senior-
heavy squad from the year before
and fielding only a handful of se-
niors, last year’s Lady Blue Devils
were forced to play 18 underclass-
men, so that should be a positive sign
for this year.

The road to success was a bit rocky
last year and Head Coach Alex
Schmidt was faced, not only with
replacing all the vacancies; but also
moving personnel around to find the
best fit. The result was a 4-6 record in
the Watchung Division of the Union
County Conference and 6-9-1 overall
record.

“Last year’s seniors were the per-
fect example of guts, will and drive.
Although we took our bumps last
year, the team always competed. Youth
combined with some very unfortu-
nate injuries took its toll on the team
throughout the middle of last season,
but ending the way we did against
Bridgewater, who was the eventual
runner-up in the Group IV State Tour-
nament, really left this year’s team
hungry for the season,” Coach
Schmidt expressed.

Seniors Faith Dobosiewicz, Carly
Sherman and Sofia Carayannopoulos
have been selected team captains.
Dobosiewicz, who led the team in
scoring with four goals and a pair of
assists last year, will be in the midfield,
while Sherman and Carayannopoulos
will sure up the backfield. Junior Katie
Hamilton and senior Ana Fowler also
return as outside backs.

“I’m excited that we will have two
experienced captains on the back line.
Both Sofia Carannopoulus and Carly
Sherman have three years of experi-
ence and are ready to lock it down in
the back. Katie Hamilton and Ana
Fowler are returning outside backs
which will give us some experience
on the outside flank,” Coach Schmidt
said.

Newcomers in the back are juniors

Charlotte Dursee, Kelly Eagan, Julia
Johnson-Milstein (JJ), and Maddie
Silva, who will all look to compete for
playing time.

Senior Erin Harris, who was the
backup for Caitlin Amman, may be
the starting goalkeeper this season
but she will have stiff competition
from senior Megan Raftery and jun-
ior Sara Perlin.

According to Coach Schmidt,
“Caitlin Amman, who has been our
goalkeeper for the past three years
graduated, but we are super excited
for the trio of goalkeepers looking to
take over the reigns. Erin Harris looks
to be our frontrunner for starting goal-
keeper, while Megan Raftery and Sara
Perlin will fight for that second posi-
tion.”

Dobosiewicz will be joined in the
midfield by senior returner Riley
Ciarletta and juniors Grace Lanza,
Kelly Sullivan and Julia Weinstein.

“Faith Dobosiewicz and Riley
Ciarletta will anchor our midfield in
both experience and game intelli-
gence. Lanza, Sullivan and Weinstein

will also be competing for playing
time in the middle of the field,” Coach
Schmidt explained.

The Lady Blue Devils are loaded in
the attack positions with the return of
seniors Mikaela Buoscio, Grace
Friedberg and Catherine Miller. Join-
ing the trio of seniors will be juniors
Amanda Cerrachio and Jane Sullivan,
sophomores Kim Defillippo, Ellie
Sherman and Izzy Gauthier and fresh-
man Allyssa Martinez.

“I love what our forwards have
given us this pre season. We are very
deep on the front line and all players
have really competed fiercely to earn
their starting role or for playing time,”
Coach Schmidt pointed out.

The Lady Blue Devils will open
their regular season on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7, at 1 p.m. when they travel to
East Brunswick. Their next game is
slated at Oak Knoll on September 10.

“Although we aren’t in UCT or
State Tournament mode yet, we plan
to be by the time late October and
early November roll around,” Coach
Schmidt promised.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL GIRLS SOCCER SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; co-captains Carley Sherman, Faith
Dobosiewicz and Sofia Carayannopoulos; back row, Ana Fowler, Mikaela Buoscio, Grace Friedberg, Erin Harris, Megan
Raftery, Riley Ciarletta and Catherine Miller.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL X-C TOP 7...Pictured, left to right, are: Jon Givelber, Zach Spergel, Kevin Yucetepe, Will McGlynn, Jack
Maranz, Will Loggia and Alex Maurillo.

LADY CAPTS - MORGAN, SACCO, LaMASTRA, McLAUGHLIN

Blue Devil Boys/Girls Looking
To Take the Extra Step in X-C

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pack mentality has earned the
Westfield High School boys and girls
cross-country teams numerous Union
County Tournament (UCT) champi-
onships and some sectional titles
throughout the years but this year the
Blue Devils are seeking to take the

extra step to glory. The Blue Devil
boys return six of their top-7 runners
with seniors Jon Givelber, Zach
Spergel, Kevin Yucetepe and Jack
Maranz, and juniors Will Loggia and
Will McGlynn. This season senior
Alex Maurillo will snuggle into the
pack and sophomores Ben Hacker,

Charlie Stock and Colman Scanlan
will be close behind.

Last year the Blue Devil boys cap-
tured their third straight UCT title and
have virtually ruled the UCT for the
past decade. Yucetepe was the first
Blue Devil in with a third place finish,
while McGlynn, Givelber and Loggia
finished 5-6-7 and Maranz and
Spergel came in 10-11.

“We lost the counties in 2008, we
lost the counties in 2014. Other than
that we’ve won nine times in the last
10 years,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Chris Tafelski pointed out.

The Blue Devil boys went on to
take top honors in the sectional tour-
nament and this time Loggia took top
honors with McGlynn and Yucetepe
taking 5-6, and Spergel 10th, Maranz
14th and Givelber 19th. So the com-
petition within the pack has been tight.

“Will was the sectional champion
but if you rewind back to 10 days
prior, he might have been our fourth
guy in the counties. Having that type
of versatility among the group is a
nice thing. It kind of makes you bullet
proof if one guy has a bad day. In the
sectional race it was too muddy and
one guy fell in the race. With seven in
the race who are interchangeable and
can cover when something goes
wrong, it’s a luxury to have,” Coach
Tafelski said.

The Blue Devils ran well in the
Group 4 race but placed a very close
second to Kingsway. Coach Tafelski
recalled, “We were second in the Group
4 Championship by a very narrow
margin to Kingsway. That left us with

a bad taste in our mouths. Group 4 is
the most challenging in the state. You
have the big public schools and there’s
a lot of motivated kids, a lot of smart
coaches. They work hard all summer
long to make November a possibility.
It’s about having the right guys, it’s
about having the right work ethic, it’s
about being a little bit better.”

Coach Tafelski is aware of what is
needed to take another step up and
win a Group title.

“If we want to turn the corner and
be different, we are going to need not
to rely on just being a strong pack. We
are going to need to get some in the
really low [top] six. You can’t really

be successful at the state level unless
you have some single digit guys in the
top-5-6 in the Group 4 meet. If your
top guy is finishing 12, it’s a lot harder
to score. That’s what we really need
this year to take a step up from last
year. We will see how things play out
in the next couple of months,” he said.

The Blue Devil girls also return
five of their top-7 runners with senior
co-captain Grace Morgan and juniors
Sammy Salz, Caroline Collins, Grace
Endy and Elizabeth Bielen. Other re-
turning varsity runners are senior co-
captains Grace Sacco, Greta
McLaughlin and Jackie LaMastra, and
juniors Maddie Lerner and Molly
Stogner. Junior newcomer Louis Sur
could also fit into the mix.

But there are more. According to
Head Coach Jen Buccino, “Jordyn
Ament was one of our top freshmen
last year. She worked very hard over
the summer and it is clear she is high
on our list of prospects this season.
Other sophomores that have caught
our eye thus far are returnees Erin

McKinney and Maggie Cassidy and
newcomers Emily DeSarno, Aden
Brooks and Ava Pravlik.”

The freshman class also brings
promise. Coach Buccino commented,
We have a solid cast of freshmen this
year, led by Stacey Salz, Melissa
Fiorentino Jaylin Goncalves, Lauren
Booher and Claire Flagg. They did

their homework this summer and we
are excited to have them in our pro-
gram.”

With all the returning top runners
plus talented underclassmen, the Blue
Devils are looking for big results.

“Thus far the team has shown that
they are committed to making this a

successful season. We are very pleased
with how training has been going and
if the girls continue in this manner
they should achieve all of their goals
and aspirations,” Coach Buccino said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL X-C CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are: Jackie LaMastra, Greta McLaughlin, Grace Morgan and Grace
Sacco.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002835

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007535-19

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
A DELAWARE LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM A. LYONS, MARGARET

E. LYONS AKA MARGARET E. SILANCE,
BERNADETTE F. LYONS, PNC BANK, ANDREA
LYONS, DYNABUILD CONSTRUCTION COR-
PORATION, D&W CONSTRUCTION INC.,
HUSTON LUMBER AND SUPPLY COMPANY,
WESTFIELD PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLY
CO INS., STATE OF NEW JERSEY, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 10/02/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/01/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Twenty Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Eight and
51/100*** $120,858.51.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1703
Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.

TAX LOT # 1, Block # 702.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Hunter Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 53 feet x 110

feet AVG.
A full legal description can be found at the

Office of the Register.
Taxes and Other Encumbrances:
3rd Quarter of 2019 open balance in the amount

of $2,101.95*
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

THIS SALE IS SUJBECT TO THE RIGHT OF
REDEMPTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT.

SUBJECT TO: SUCH FACTS AS AN ACCU-
RATE SURVEY AND PHYSICAL INSPECTION
OF THE PREMISES MAY REVEAL, EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD, IF
ANY; UNPAID TAXES, ASSESSMENTS, WA-
TER AND SEWER LIENS, IF ANY; RIGHTS OF
TENANTS AND OCCUPANTS, IF ANY; STATE
AND MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, STATUTES
AND REGULATIONS, INCLUDING ZONING
ORDINANCES; ANY OUTSTANDING TAXES,
WATER AND SEWER WITH INTEREST
THROUGH THE DATE OF PAYOFF; IF THE
SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE EN-
TITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE DE-
POSIT PAID. THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE
NO FURTHER RECOURSE, INCLUDING ANY
COSTS AND EXPENSES, INCLUDING ATTOR-
NEYS’ FEES, FOR BIDDING UPON THE PROP-
ERTY AGAINST THE MORTGAGEE, OR THE
MORTGAGEE’S ATTORNEY; THE OUT-
STANDING TAXES, LIENS AND! OR ENCUM-
BRANCES DISCLOSED IN THIS PUBLICATION
ARE ACCURATE AS OF THE DATE OF SUB-
MISSION TO THE SHERIFF ONLY IT IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ANY POTENTIAL BID-
DER AT SALE TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT
DUE, WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE
LOCAL TAXING AUTHORITY PLAINTIFF HAS
NO OBLIGATION TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE,
PUBLISH OR ANNOUNCE ANY SUBSE-
QUENTLY ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND!
OR ENCUMBRANCES. THIRD PARTY BID-
DERS EXPRESSLYAGREE AND RECOGNIZE
THAT THEY WILL TAKE TITLE SUBJECT TO
THE EXISTENCE OF ANY SUBSEQUENTLY
ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND / OR ENCUM-
BRANCES AND ABSOLUTELY AND UN-
EQUIVOCALLY RELEASE ANY RIGHT TO
CHALLENGE THE VALIDITY OF THE SALE
BASED ON THE EXISTENCE OF SAME.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Twenty-Four
Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-Eight and 59/
100*** $124,828.59 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN & EISENBERG, PC
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(609) 397-9200
4 T - 09/05, 09/12, 09/19
& 09/26/19 Fee: $301.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002606

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-004672-19

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
(CWMBS 2005-31)

VS.
Defendant: SHAWN JOHNSON, MRS.

JOHNSON, UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF SHAWN
JOHNSON, KIA SOLOMON, REVERSE AT
SCOTCH PLAINS CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION, INC., RONALD S. GARZIO, GARY WIL-
SON, ARLYN CEDARLANE ASSOCIATES LLC,
PHANTASTIC PROPERTIES LP, COUNTY OF
MONMOUTH, COUNTY OF CAMDEN, ABC
BAIL BONDS INC., RANCOCAS ANESTHESI-
OLOGY PA, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 09/11/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/15/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-Six Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Two
and 29/100*** $346,232.29.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, in
the State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 810
Donato Circle, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

TAX LOT # 3 Qual: C08 10 Block # 4901.08.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Scotland Street.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: Condo.
Taxes and Other Encumbrances: Taxes-Cur-

rent through 2nd Quarter of 2019.
*Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

THIS SASL IS SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF
REDEMPTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT.

SUBJECT TO ANY LIEN IN FAVOR OF A
CONDOMIUM ASSOCIATION WHICH IS
GRANTED PRIORTY PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A
46:8B-21 (B)(1), IF ANY

SUBJECT TO: SUCH FACTS AS AN ACCU-
RATE SURVEY AND PHYSICAL INSPECTION
OF THE PREMISES MAY REVEAL, EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD, IF
ANY; UNPAID TAXES, ASSESSMENTS, WA-
TER AND SEWER LIENS, IF ANY; RIGHTS OF
TENANTS AND OCCUPANTS, IF ANY; STATE
AND MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, STATUTES
AND REGULATIONS, INCLUDING ZONING
ORDINANCES; ANY OUTSTANDING TAXES,
WATER AND SEWER WITH INTEREST
THROUGH THE DATE OF PAYOFF; IF THE
SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR ANY REASON, THE
PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE EN-
TITLED ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE DE-
POSIT PAID. THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE
NO FURTHER RECOURSE, INCLUDING ANY
COSTS AND EXPENSES, INCLUDING ATTOR-
NEYS’ FEES, FOR BIDDING UPON THE PROP-
ERTY, AGAINST THE MORTGAGEE, OR THE
MORTGAGEE’S ATTORNEY; THE OUT-
STANDING TAXES, LIENS AND! OR ENCUM-
BRANCES DISCLOSED IN THIS PUBLICATION
ARE ACCURATE AS OF THE DATE OF SUB-
MISSION TO THE SHERIFF ONLY IT IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ANY POTENTIAL BID-
DER AT SALE TO DETERMINE THE AMOUNT
DUE, WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE
LOCAL TAXING AUTHORITY. PLAINTIFF HAS
NO OBLIGATION TO FURTHER INVESTIGATE,
PUBLISH OR ANNOUNCE ANY SUBSE-
QUENTLY ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND/
OR ENCUMBRANCES. THIRD PARTY BID-
DERS EXPRESSLY AGREE AND RECOGNIZE
THAT THEY WILL TAKE TITLE SUBJECT TO
THE EXISTENCE OF ANY SUBSEQUENTLY
ACCRUING TAXES, LIENS AND / OR ENCUM-
BRANCES AND ABSOLUTELY AND UN-
EQUIVOCALLY RELEASE ANY RIGHT TO
CHALLENGE THE VALIDITY OF THE SALE
BASED ON THE EXISTENCE OF SAME

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Fifty-Four
Thousand Seven Hundred Thirty-One and 35/
100*** $354,731.35 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
STERN AND EISENBERG LLP - LAW OFFICES
1040 NORTH KINGS HIGHWAY
SUITE 407
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(215) 572-8111
4 T - 08/15, 08/22, 08/29
& 09/05/19 Fee: $308.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002589

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008297-19

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTER-
EST TO WILMINGTON TRUST COMPANY, AS
TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR IN INTERTEST TO
BANK OF AMERICA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE, SUCCESSOR TO BY MERGER
TO LASALLE BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR LEHMAN XS TRUST MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SE-
RIES 2007-3

VS.
Defendant: ISABEL SEGARRA AND MR.

ISABEL SEGARRA, HER HUSBAND; MORT-
GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYS-
TEMS, INC., ACTING SOLELY AS A NOMINEE
FOR GATEWAY FUNDING DIVERSIFIED
MORTGAGE SERVICES L.P. DBA IVY MORT-
GAGE, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 09/11/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/17/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Sixty-Five Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty and 03/
100*** $565,960.03.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLANS in the County of
UNION, and the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 18, Block 14502 f/k/a Lot 7, Block
318.0.

Commonly known as 10 Karen Court, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)
120 x 126 x 210 x 230 x 239.

Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the West
side of Karen Court, 748 feet from the Southeast-
erly side of Raritan Road.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium/Homeowner Association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eighty Thou-
sand Three Hundred Fifty-Eight and 05/100***
$580,358.05 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 08/15, 08/22, 08/29
& 09/05/19 Fee: $214.20

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002750

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000318-19

Plaintiff: SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING
LLC

VS.
Defendant: MOHAMED BOTO, STATE OF

NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 09/25/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Eleven
and 42/100*** $329,711.42.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
OF WESTFIELD in the County of UNION, and
the State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 28, Block 4004 F/K/A Lot 29, Block
508.

Commonly Known as 259 Windsor Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Nearest Cross Street: Ripley Place
The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-

sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty Thou-
sand Two Hundred Forty-One and 72/100***
$340,241.72 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & DENARDO, LLC - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 08/29, 09/05, 09/12
& 09/19/19 Fee: $175.44

Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
2018 inductee Joe Wilson (Class of
1972) has just published an electronic
book (e-book) The Code of Many
Colors: Nature’s Number-Color
Equation, which he calls “eclectic,
mystical and evangelical” although
the pages certainly do not convey
your typical evangelical approach but
rather one which embraces believers
of other faiths as well as agnostics and
atheists as co-equals going to Heaven.

In a prosecutorial manner Wilson
makes the case how “every whole
number matches an individual color
in the natural order of things.” Com-
menting on the book, Wilson said,
“Over the years I’ve read a few crack-
pot theories equating numbers and
colors, but this is the genuine article.”

The front cover shows the familiar
Pythagorean 3-4-5 right triangle rep-
resenting Mount Zion — the blue
mountain of 7. Wilson also expounds
“the grand equation of the universe”
and “theological unified field,” tying
it all together in the Epilogue with
number color haiku.

“It’s definitely a book of a different
color,” Wilson said. “When I began
writing it, I had no idea Plato would
turn out to be the hero.”

Some of the more timely, relevant
topics include racism (and another
code of many colors) and the ongoing
debate over creation and evolution
where Wilson delineates the early

Joe Wilson Joins Long
List of WHS Authors

chronology in Genesis to reconcile
the two as not mutually exclusive.

The Code of Many Colors can be
ordered on Amazon and downloaded
with a Kindle app. It’s an easy read,
with a healthy dose of math, well
epigraphed, and the product of a life-
long local resident educated in the
Westfield Public Schools.

“Anyone can publish an e-book for
free,” Wilson said. “I did the whole
thing myself as a neophyte. The only
thing I needed help with was that
pesky triangle on the front cover.”

Content includes philosophy, the-
ology, astronomy, cosmology, math-
ematics, arithmetic, number theory,
geometry, algebra, physics, music, art,
symbolism, mysticism, history, on-
tology, epistemology, hermeneutics
and Platonic realism.

Foreword
Preface
Introduction: The Cross in the Sky
Prologue: The Top Secret of the

Universe
Chapter 1: Pondering Infinitude and

Beyond
Chapter 2: Theories of Everything
Chapter 3: The Holy Trinity
Chapter 4: Bible Numbers
Chapter 5: Zion
Chapter 6: Philosophy of Color
Chapter 7: Theology of Color
Chapter 8: Noah’s Arc
Chapter 9: Creation and/or Evolu-

tion
Chapter 10: The End of the World
Epilogue: Number Color Haiku

Appendix: Original Rational Right
Triangles

Since Wilson’s book just became
available, and I’m currently in the
middle of reading another outstand-
ing Dominic Smith novel, this is not a
book review. But knowing Joe for
almost 50 years, I’ve no doubt that the
book is, a) thought provoking, b)
grammatically correct, and c) not
politically correct.

* * *
Wilson, a four-time state champion

swimmer at WHS and an NCAA quali-
fier at the University of Alabama,
joins a fairly long list of Westfield
natives and WHS graduates who have
penned books. Whether it’s a fact-
based history, a novel or a time piece,
this list includes (off the top of my
head): Dennis Powers, Henry Sturcke,
Joe Valerio, Joe Sullivan, Joe
Monninger, Steve Merrill, Bruce
Moran, Bill Kane and Sally Williams
Cook, among many, many others.

Powers (’60), WHS’s first state
wrestling champion in 1960, has writ-
ten numerous books, including Trea-
sure Ship: The Legend and Legacy of
the S.S. Brother Jonathan.

Sturcke (’66) dabbled in soccer and
track at WHS, attended Woodstock
and several years ago wrote Fooled
into Thinking: Dylan, the Sixties and
the End of World, among others.

Valerio (’67), whose brother John
coached football in town, was a jour-
nalist, writing for the New York Post
and winning multiple Emmys as a
sports writer and producer. Three years
ago he penned Second to None: The
Relentless Drive and the Impossible
Dream of the Super Bowl Bills, about
the Buffalo teams, who lost four straight
Super Bowls from 1991-94.

Monninger (’71), known as “Broad
Street Joe” during his WHS football
days, has written 14 novels, three non-
fiction books and had short pieces in
Sports Illustrated and Playboy, among
others. He’s written Two-Ton: one fight,
one night: Tony Galento vs. Joe Louis,

plus some nostalgic novels like Sec-
ond Season, New Jersey and Game
Change, where he name-drops more
than a few familiar faces. (Spoiler alert:
Coach K is a tip of the cap to
Monninger’s coach, Gary Kehler.)

Sullivan (’70), Merrill (’71) and
Moran (’76) were all contributors to
my 2012 book Covered Wooden
Grandstands. Sully wrote about a
couple of old-timers – Walt Earl and
John Turner – who were in their late
40s and still playing in the Morris
County Major Baseball League.
“Steamboat” had a story about the
rise and fall of the Washington Bomb-
ers, a powerhouse team in the old Tri-
County League. And “Space” pro-
filed Ray Korn, the legendary Eliza-
beth High coach who was a great
player for the Woodbridge Rec teams
that dominated the Union County
League with a 55-4 record in 1977.

Kane (’77), who played guard on
WHS’s “Spud and Boo” basketball
teams of the mid-1970s, is the father
of WHS athletes David (’14) and Mike
(’19). He wrote The Truth About Thriv-
ing in Change, and is currently work-
ing on a book about how the coaching
philosophies of UCLA basketball leg-
end John Wooden would work in the
modern-day business world.

And Cook (’71), who dated
Monninger while they were in high
school, has written many books for
kids and young adults. She’s inter-
viewed Meryl Streep, President
Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter, Little Ri-
chard and Merle Haggard, among oth-
ers. And she co-authored, with former
Alabama coach Gene Stallings, the
New York Times bestseller Another
Season: A Coach’s Story of Raising
an Exceptional Son.
DEVILS NO. 4 IN GRID WINS
The WHS football team comes into

this season with 637 victories, the No.
4 total among New Jersey’s public
high schools. Ahead of them are
Phillipsburg with 695, Montclair with
651 and Paulsboro with 643. No. 5 is
Hammonton.

This year’s team faces another tough
schedule, with Linden (Sept. 14),
Union (Sept. 21) and Watchung Hills
(Sept. 28) visiting Kehler Stadium in
the next few weeks. Four road night
games in October feature Elizabeth
(Oct. 4), Edison (Oct. 11),
Bridgewater-Raritan (Oct. 18) and
Phillipsburg (Oct. 25). North
Brunswick will be at Kehler Stadium
on Nov. 2.

The Blue Devils’ captains are Colin
Freer, Will Kessler, Declan McCauley
and Hank Shapiro.

TENNIS INVITATIONAL
The WHS girls tennis team will

host a tournament this Saturday at the
Westfield Tennis Club. The other
teams competing are Hightstown,
Mendham and South Brunswick – all
powerhouses in their counties. The
tourney will end a busy opening week
for the girls, who played Oak Knoll
on Wednesday, Cranford today and a
very strong Kent Place on Friday.

Last fall the Blue Devils were 15-4,
Union County co-champions (with
Kent Place), and ranked No. 9 in the
state. The only letter winners back are
No. 1 singles Natalie Zelechowski and
No. 3 Katey Peretz. But incoming fresh-
man Sophia Montero gives coach Matt
Varhley’s club a solid singles lineup.

Especially missed will be Charlotte
Clausen and Eliza Weiniger, who
reached the state Doubles Tourna-
ment final, where they lost to Millburn
in three hard-fought sets 4-6, 6-4, 7-6
(3).The Devils will compete next
weekend at the always-loaded
Moorestown Classic.

The Devil’s Den will appear occa-
sionally during the school year.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002689

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021049-18

Plaintiff: ADVANCE FINANCIAL SERVICES
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH SHAW; J.A.M. EN-

HANCEMENT, LLC
Sale Date: 09/18/2019
Writ of Execution: 06/28/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Twenty-Eight Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-
Three and 85/100*** $128,423.85.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as 54 Stewart Place,
Fanwood, New Jersey 08816.

Tax Lot No. 18, Block No. 48.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 92 feet by 54

feet.
Nearest intersection is Farley Avenue.
All that certain Lot, piece or parcel of land, with

the buildings and improvements thereon erected
situate, lying and being in the Borough of
Fanwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Thirty-Two Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Seventy-Seven and 21/
100*** $132,877.21 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
McKENNA, DUPONT, HIGGINS & STONE
229 BROAD STREET
P.O. BOX 610
RED BANK NEW JERSEY 07701
(732) 741-6681
4 T - 08/22, 08/29, 09/05
& 09/12/19 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002744

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-012078-18

Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLU-
TIONS INC.

VS.
Defendant: KENNETH HIGNEY; UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 09/25/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/26/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Eighty-Eight
and 94/100*** $184,288.94.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of GARWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 167 MYRTLE AVENUE,
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

Tax LOT, 1 BLOCK 509.
Dimensions of Lot: 60 feet wide by 100 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: Oak Street.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $2,277.87 PAID;
HOMESTEAD BENEFIT CREDIT REDUCED
TAXES BY: $413.81.

• 2019 Qtr 3 Due: 08/01/2019 $2,809.08
BILLED; $2,792.80 OPEN; $16.28 PAID; ESTI-
MATED TAX BILL.

• Water: PRIVATE.
• Sewer: Included with Taxes.
Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Eighty-Nine

Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety-Seven and 80/
100*** $189,897.80 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 08/29, 09/05, 09/12
& 09/19/19 Fee: $197.88

ALL-STAR CHAMPS...The Union County select, left to right, are: kneeling; Tom Rutkowski, Tom Beninato, Ron Kulik,
Don Montefusco, Dana Kimmel, Ed Kushner and Ray Pelesko; standing, Rich Polonitza, Pete Osborn, Larry Berra, Gary
Wiese, Geoff Polston, Dennis Watson and Steve Ferro.

On August 22, a select team of
players, representing five of the nine
Union County Senior Softball League

60+ Division teams, won the A Divi-
sion of the 2019 NJSSA 70+ All-Star
Tournament.

Union County Senior Select Team Wins
2019 NJSSA 70+ All-Star Tournament

Playing the first game of the morn-
ing, UCSSL defeated a team called
Cape Cod from Morris County, 19-1.
Ocean Berkeley then defeated the
Morris County squad which elimi-
nated that team from any possibility
of advancing to the championship
game.

Rather than first playing a mean-
ingless game to complete pool play,
the Union and Ocean managers agreed
to instead move directly to the cham-
pionship contest which UCSSL won
7-6 over the two-time defending cham-
pions from Ocean County.

The A Division is the top level of
play. Exactly half of the players are
Union County residents, including
local players Pete Osborn (Westfield),
Steve Ferro (Scotch Plains) and Tom
Rutkowski (Fanwood).

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball Playoff Results:

St. Vincent 8, St. Francis 5
St. Vincent continued their torrid

playoff run Monday night at
Brookside Park, plating two in top of
the first inning. An unintimidated St.
Francis promptly loaded the bases,
with no outs in the bottom half, only
to be denied as the Vinnies flashed
their leather. A pop up to short, fol-
lowed by bang bang line drive to
second back to first double play got
Ace Hurler John Veglia out of jail!
That set the tone for the night, as the
Frankie’s continued to pound out hits
(18), but rarely found their way home.

St. Vincent tacked on all night, and
bought some insurance with three in
the seventh. A total team effort, as
seven of 11 Vinnies touched the dish.
St. Francis pitcher, Howard Bialos,
tossed a fine game, sprinkling around
15 hits. Josh Baik, Lou “Cookies”
Balestriere, Gus “Daddy” Alvarez,
Al “Papa” Betau, and Bialos pro-
vided the offense for St. Francis. St.
Vincent advanced to face St. Anthony
in the semifinal.
St. Vincent 9, St. Anthony 5

St Vincent would meet St. Joseph in
The Labor Day Championship. The
Vinnies enforced the “No Fly Zone”
over Brookside Park Wednesday
Night, as John “Vegs” Veglia
outdueled Frank “General” Chupko.

The Vinnie’s jumped out early,
sending eight men to the dish in the
first inning, plating four runs, and
never looked back. St. Vincent Skip-
per Keith Karyczak fired up his squad
roping an RBI hit, declaring “Climb
on My Back! Sal “JR” Gano, and
Ross Alpert scored twice each, while
Chris “Labor Day” Sarna, Dave
Eckert, Rich “Zo: Pitonzo and Gerry
Russo pitched in a run each.

Though stunned in by the first inning
outburst, St. Anthony Skipper Bobby
“Mickey” Camisa was proud that his
guys kept grinding and did not give up.
Team leaders Bob “ME” McGuinness
and Varouj “VROOM” Baboomian
defiantly declared “NOT DONE!”

The Tony’s turned up the heat with
two in the fourth, ending their record
breaking playoff scoreless innings
streak. Then tacked on three in the
sixth, before finally running out of
catch-up innings. Lou Messano, John
Greenblatt, Cory “C” Woodring, Rick
Cintron and Tom Litterio brought the
power for St. Anthony. When asked
how he feels about the facing the
Joeys on Monday, Nate Mangiris re-
plied “Great, Just Great!”

Devilfish Season Wrap
In Ballyhoo Sports:
Due to the extreme length of the

article, the Westfield “Y” Devilfish
season wrap-up article has been
placed in our online Ballyhoo Sports
section. goleader.com – click on
Ballyhoo Sports for the week of
September 5.

Rain Puts St. Bart’s
Championship Game
On a Holding Pattern

St. Joseph and St. Vincent were
immersed in a very competitive game
for the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League title until Mother
Nature desided to do some immers-
ing of her own on Labor Day at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Vincent led 4-2 with the Joes com-
ing to the plate in the bottom of the
fourth. But the rain came followed
by lightning and more rain causing
the game to be completed this Satur-
day at noon on Jerseyland Field.

St. Vincent had taken a 1-0 lead
in the top of the first inning when
Ross Alpert slashed a single to right-
center and scored on Dave Eckert’s
single to center.

St. Joseph struck for two runs in
the bottom of the second. Harold
Hopler hooked a double and scored
on a fielder’s choice. With Tom
Swales on first, Bill Scheiner dinked
a 15-foot single and Bill Mellone
rapped an RBI single.

St. Vincent grabbed its 4-2 lead
in the third. Shawn Yaney, who
singled, scored on Sal Gano, Jr’s
single then Chris Sarna smacked a
two-run double to center.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002581

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013518-17

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE, IN TRUST
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF MOR-
GAN STANLEY ABS APITAL I INC. TRUST
2006-HE7, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006 HE7

VS.
Defendant: RAMONA CATO; MR. CATO, HER

HUSBAND; BENEFICIAL NEW JERSEY INC;
CAPITAL ONE BANK USA NA; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 09/11/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/09/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Ninety-Five Thousand Three Hundred Seventy
and 14/100*** $595,370.14.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 213
Mountainview Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076.

TAX LOT # 7, BLOCK # 3907.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Mountain Av-

enue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 50 X 100.
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Nine Thousand

Seventy-Six and 24/100*** $609,076.24 together
with lawful interest and costs.

The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and
assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 08/15, 08/22, 08/29
& 09/05/19 Fee: $201.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002837

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000773-19

Plaintiff: NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/
B/A MR. COOPER

VS.
Defendant: RICHARD A. BUONTEMPO A/K/

A RICHARD BUONTEMPO; MARGARET
BUONTEMPO; PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION

Sale Date: 10/02/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/05/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Forty-Six
and 92/ 100*** $336,746.92.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD TOWN in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 726 SOUTH AVENUE
WEST, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 7, BLOCK 2510.
Dimensions of Lot: 40 feet wide by 200 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: TUTTLE PARKWAY.
*Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens

or other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

• 2019 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2019 $2,973.98 OPEN.
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $2,674.60 OPEN.
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $2,674.60 OPEN.
• Sewer:Acct: 3475 001/01/2019 - 12/31/2019

$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY $165.00 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Forty-Four
Thousand Four Hundred Twelve and 09/100***
$344,412.09 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 09/05, 09/12, 09/19
& 09/26/19 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002591

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-003582-19

Plaintiff: SANTANDER BANK N.A.
VS.
Defendant: TRICIA CHRISTIANSEN; MR.

CHRISTIANSEN, HUSBAND OF TRICIA
CHRISTIANSEN; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 09/11/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/12/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Forty-Seven Thou-
sand Five Hundred Seventy-One and 84/100***
$47,571.84.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of FANWOOD, County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 11 HELEN
STREET, FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 2, BLOCK 83 on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of FANWOOD.

Dimensions: 70.00 FEET x 137.57 FEET X
70.00 FEET X 137.57 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Lindy Avenue.
Advertise subject to prior mortgage:

$354,000.00 Tricia Christiansen To: Sovereign
Bank Dated: 05/09/2008, Recorded: 05/15/2008
Mortgage Book: M12491, Page 199 Mortgagee’s
Addr: 1130 Berkshire Boulevard, Wyomissing,
Pennsylvania 19610.

Total Upset:  ***Fifty Thousand Ninety-Four
and 57/100*** $50,094.57 together with lawful
interest and costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN DIAMOND & JONES, PC
1617 JFK BOULEVARD
SUITE 1400
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 09103
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 08/15, 08/22, 08/29
& 09/05/19 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002572

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021586-17

Plaintiff: MTGLQ INVESTORS, L.P.
VS.
Defendant: JAMES COLONIAS; DINA M.

COLONIAS F/K/A DINA M. PRIOVOLOS; AB-
SOLUTE RESOLUTIONS VI LLC; CAPITAL ONE
RETAIL CARD SERVICES, INC

Sale Date: 09/11/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/09/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Eighty-Five Thousand Eight Hundred Twenty-
One and 71/100*** $585,821.71.

Property to be sold is located in the BOR-
OUGH of MOUNTAINSIDE, County of UNION,
State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 5 WESTOVER
COURT, MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY
07092-2714.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 25.01 FKA 24, 25A
AND 25-B1, BLOCK 22.01 FKA 22A on the
official Tax Map of the BOROUGH of
MOUNTAINSIDE.

Dimensions: 24.86 FEET X 35.00 FEET X
100.00 FEET X 135.00 FEET X 100.83 FEET X
53.74 FEET X 50.63 FEET.

Nearest Cross Street: Woodland Avenue.
For sale information, please visit Auction.com

at www.auction.com or call (800) 280-2832
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred One Thousand

Eight Hundred Sixty-One and 17/100***
$601,861.17 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & DIAMOND, PC
1617 JFK BOULEVARD
SUITE 1400
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 09103
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 08/15, 08/22, 08/29
& 09/05/19 Fee: $210.12

Raider Gridders to Host Holy Cross on Sept. 7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

“We are focusing on all three phases
of the game, defense, offense and
special teams. Tackling was one of
the key things that we said we need to
go into this off-season. That’s why we
are doing a lot of tackling. We are
doing a lot of live tackling and we are
doing a lot of things from the ground
up where we are really working the
technique. We are putting safety pre-
cautions in there with the safety packs
that we wear for practice every day so
the kids are comfortable and they are
going after it a little more,” Coach
Holman pointed out.

Last year the Raiders had a number
of juniors and sophomores on the
defense and even a freshman starter,
so experience was basically at a mini-
mum. Holman looks to senior Bryant
Cadet to line up at nose tackle. Also in
the line would be sophomore Mike
Banic, who played varsity last year,
and juniors Liam Mahr and Kenny
Yeager. Junior Jack Manville returns
as the middle linebacker with outside
linebackers being junior Alex
Werkheiser and sophomore Isaiah
Nathaniel, and junior Christian Piesch
at strong linebacker. At the corners
will be senior Jake Hahn and junior
Marshall Young. Senior Justin Clark
is expected to be the strong safety and
junior Shawn Martin will be at free
safety.

“We do formation adjustments. We
are really heavy on our technique and
we are making sure we are always
lined up correctly. We are really drill-
ing that into their heads because part
of the game is just using your eyes and
setting in the correct position so you
can go out there and perform well. If
you are not in the right position, not
using the proper technique, normally
you are not successful,” cautioned
Coach Holman. “It all comes to con-
fidence. Tackling comes through con-
fidence. Once you do all those things,
then you can put together a pretty
solid defense.”

Manville has acquired additional
responsibilities.

“Jack Manville is definitely our
guy on defense as a Mike [middle]
linebacker. He’s tough. He asks a lot
of questions. We always laugh at Jack
because he asks so many questions

but he’s learning, he’s getting better.
Jack knows how everybody is sup-
posed to line up. That’s part of the
job. Get everybody set in the correct
spots,” Coach Holman explained.

Offensively, Manville will be at cen-
ter, Banic and Werkheiser, along with
sophomore Tom Schmidt, are expected
to fill the guard positions, while Yeager,
Mahr and senior Nick John will be at
the tackle positions. Hahn and junior
Hayden Widder have been vying for
the quarterback position.

“Everybody is in competition. Hahn
and Widder are our most balanced for
that position. Hahn is an interesting
guy because if he’s not playing quar-
terback, I will put him at a position for
us to be successful as well,” Coach
Holman revealed.

Widder has proven ability since he
was a valuable member of the base-
ball and basketball teams.

“My whole thing when I got here
was I want ball players and he’s a ball
player. He took a year off football and
he’s relearning the ins and outs of it
once again. He’s a point guard, a
really good baseball player, he’s got a
strong arm. He’s got to bring all those
skills onto the football field. If he
brings all his leadership skills, other
kids will follow,” Coach Holman said.

Nathaniel will line up at tight end,
Piesch will be at wide receiver and
senior Camden Ricci will be at flanker.
Martin will be the tailback and senior
Charlie Levine will be at fullback.

“We call ourselves a power spread.
We spread the field but we also have
the ability to run the ball effectively
using multiple people touching the
ball. I call it basketball on grass. Ev-
erybody gets a touch, everybody gets
an opportunity. We want to be able to
make sure defense can’t just focus on
one guy. They have to focus on all of
us,” Coach Holman explained.

Special team play can make or break
a successful outing. One big play can
shift the momentum of a game in a
flash. Piesch is expected to handle all
the kicking responsibilities. Martin
and Levine will receive the punts and
kickoffs.

“I always pay very close attention
to special teams. We want to be ag-

gressive, although while being ag-
gressive, being smart. I don’t use it as
a way where you can lose the game
from it, more as if you can win the
game from it. We want to return kicks
for touchdowns. That’s the mental-
ity,” Coach Holman expressed. “When
they are kicking the ball, that’s a
chance for us to score a touchdown.
We want to even possibly block kicks.
If you do good things on special teams,
your percentage of winning the game
is increased.”

In a recent quad scrimmage at AL
Johnson in Clark featuring Pascack
Hills and Verona, the Raiders did
show some promise on both sides of
the ball but there is still more refine-
ment needed.

“It’s a new offense, it’s a new de-
fense, so for the next few weeks, we
got to do our assignments better,”
Coach Holman commented.

The Raiders will be tested right off
the bat when they open their season at
home against Holy Cross this Satur-
day, September 7, at 1 p.m.

“We only had eight regular season
games. I wanted to have nine. I reached
out to some people. Holy Cross wanted
it also. I felt they are going to be a very
tough opponent for us but it would be
a good opportunity and it’s a good
way to start the season because we
have a home game,” Coach Holman
concluded.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
THE REEXAMINATION REPORT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Cranford Planning Board will hold a Public
Hearing on the proposed Reexamination
Report as set forth below:

Date: September 18, 2019
Time: 8 p.m.
Place: Township Municipal Building,

Council Chambers Room 107
8 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey
Purpose/Agenda: The Planning Board

will conduct a Public Hearing on the pro-
posed Reexamination Report. A copy of
the Report shall be on file and made avail-
able for public inspection at least 10 days
prior to the hearing in the Zoning Office of
the Township of Cranford Municipal Build-
ing, located at 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, Monday through
Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. The Planning Board may act to adopt
the report upon the conclusion of the pub-
lic hearing.

Kathy Lenahan
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $26.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19002575

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-24378-18

Plaintiff: SUMMIT CAPITAL PARTNERS, L.P.,
A NEW JERSEY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

VS.
Defendant: ELEGANT HOMES NJ LLC A/K/A

ELEGANT HOMES NJ LIMITED LIABILITY COM-
PANY, RALPH A. RAPAUNO, RENEE
RAPAUNO, MATTHEW MARK MCCRAW AND
KRISTEN H. MCGRAW

Sale Date: 09/11/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/16/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Two
Hundred Eighty-Eight Thousand Nine Hundred
Twenty-Four and 80/100*** $1,288,924.80.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 136 and 142 Linden
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey.

Block 2204, Lots 15.01 and 15.02.
Dimensions of Property: 75 x 125.
Nearest Cross Street: Saunders Avenue.
Total Upset:  ***One Million Three Hundred

Five Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Two and
19/100*** $1,305,722.19 together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MANDELBAUM SALSBURG P.C.
3 BECKER FARM ROAD
ROSELAND NEW JERSEY 07068
(973) 736-4600
4 T - 08/15, 08/22, 08/29
& 09/05/19 Fee: $159.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on September
25, 2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a hearing on the appli-
cation of the undersigned. The property in
question is located at: 118 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, also
known as Block 34 Lot 1, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Phil and
Meghan Rinaldi.

The applicant requests Circular Drive-
way  which is in violation of:

Section 184-163F (1) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: No
Circular Driveway on corner lot ; Permit-
ted: N/A; Present: Corner lot ; Proposed:
Corner lot.

Section 184-163 F (2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Not
to exceed 10ft at curb opening ; Permitted:
10 feet; Present: N/A; Proposed: 18 feet at
Apron/12 feet frontage.

Section 184-163 C 2 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Not
to exceed 18ft width/ 30% frontage ; Per-
mitted: 18ft width/ 30% frontage ; Present:
N/A; Proposed: 100% Frontage.

Section 184-134 B(2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Shed no larger than 100 Square Feet;
Permitted: 100 Square Feet; Present: 120
Square Feet; Proposed: 120 Square Feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Meghan and Phil Rinaldi

118 North Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey  07023

1 T - 09/05/19, The Times Fee: $46.92

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL GYMNASTS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; freshmen Isabella Pinto, Chloe Samet, Ariana Keith,
Alessandra Pacifico and Jessica D’Agosta; middle row, juniors Isabella Cano, Megan Hinkel, Erin Petrie, Alison Bachman
and Casey Heintz; back row, seniors Halle Riordan, Julia Singer (captain), Anna Swartz, and Ashley Amman (captain) and
Coach Amanda Diaz. Missing: junior Allison Fernandez, sophomore Julie Kurtz and coach Laurie McCormack.

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Led by team Captains Julia Singer
and Ashley Amman and Coaches
Amanda Diaz and Laurie
McCormack, this year’s Westfield
High School gymnastic team’s pri-
mary focus is cleaning up its routines
and adding new skills.

According to Coach Diaz, “Alison
Bachman and Allison Fernandez are
our returning all-around competitors,

along with Julia Singer who will be a
top returning competitor as well.”

The Blue Devils are also counting
on several girls who could be consid-
ered specialists. “Isabella Cano has
been a solid beam competitor the past
couple years, so we will be counting
on her again for this upcoming sea-
son. Many other returning girls have
added new, harder skills on each event
that will help toward our team scores,”
Coach Diaz said.

A strong group of freshmen will
also fit into the equation. “Isabella
Pinto and Alessandra Pacifico are the
freshman to watch,” said Coach Diaz,
who added, “We are looking forward
to an exciting 2019 season. Right now
we are adding new skills, cleaning up
our form, and perfecting each rou-
tine. It seems like the competition
will be close this season throughout
the county, so every skill in every
routine will count.

Blue Devil Gymnasts Cleaning Up Routines

CRANFORD – Union County Col-
lege has named Rebecca Pagan, of
South Orange, as its new head
women’s volleyball coach. Coach
Pagan brings more than eight years of
coaching experience to Union.

“I am very excited to have Coach
Pagan join our coaching staff. Her
enthusiasm for the game of volleyball
is infectious and our student-athletes
will benefit from the extensive knowl-
edge and experience she brings to
Union from having coached both high
school and collegiate teams,” stated
Union County College Director of
Athletics Shawn Noel.

In 2015, she began coaching at VB
Rags Volleyball Academy in Fairfield.
In 2018, she also became the Head
Coach for the Joseph Kushner He-
brew Academy in Livingston and led
their women’s varsity team to com-
pete in the semifinals, a first in the
school’s history. This fall Coach Pa-
gan is excited about competing at the
collegiate level and is ready to help
the Lady Owls launch their new sea-
son.

Coach Pagan grew up in Puerto
Rico and began playing volleyball in

high school. She continued playing at
the Pontifical Catholic University of
Puerto Rico when an injury in her
sophomore year forced her to change
her plans of becoming a professional
athlete. Instead, she pursued coach-
ing to remain involved with the sport.
Her coaches at Pontificia were the
first to offer her a position. In 2014,
she moved to the U.S. to expand her

coaching opportunities.
Coach Pagan earned her bachelor’s

degree in physical education from
Pontifical Catholic University of
Puerto Rico. She is licensed in New
Jersey as a sports massage therapist
and holds her IMPACT-USA Volley-
ball Certification.

For more information about athlet-
ics, visit www.unionowls.com.

UCC Names John Denuto
Head Coach of Wrestling

CRANFORD – John Denuto, of
Spotswood, has been named the Head
Coach of wrestling at Union County
College (UCC).

Denuto has helped lead many high
school wrestling programs to suc-
cess in his years serving as head or
assistant coach, including 145 ca-
reer wins with Clark, Sayreville,
Pennsville and Camden Catholic. In
the past three seasons, as assistant
coach at St. Joseph Regional High
School in Montvale, Coach Denuto
helped improve the team’s record
from 2-18 up to being named a top
10-team in N.J. Coach Denuto earned
his bachelor’s degree from Kean
University and is a math teacher at
Sayreville High School.

“We are excited to announce John
Denuto as the head coach of our new
wrestling program. This is a dynamic
addition to our intercollegiate sports
lineup and Coach Denuto will be an

integral part of shaping this pro-
gram,” said UCCe Dean of College
Life Tammy Smith. “Given
wrestling’s popularity in New Jer-
sey, offering this sport will attract
more students to Union. We are proud
to offer our student-athletes the op-
portunity to compete at the colle-
giate level.”

Recruitment for the upcoming sea-
son is now underway and interested
students should contact Union’s Ath-
letic Director Shawn Noel at (908)
709-7094. Union County College
now offers a total of 15 NJCAA
teams. For more information about
the sports programs at Union, visit
www.unionowls.com.

Pagan Named Union County College
Women’s Volleyball Team Head Coach

UCC Head Coach Rebecca Pagan

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOOKING AROUND THE LEFT SIDE...The Raider running back, No. 28, hooks to his left as Raider No. 5 leads during
the quad scrimmage with AL Johnson, Verona and Pascack Hills at ALJ High School in Clark on August 27.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 9/26/19 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22, Hilldale Place/North Broad Street,
Contract No. 058058006, Township of Hillside, Union County

Federal Project No: NHP-0022(341), UPC NO: 058006, DP No: 19136
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 09/05/19, 09/12/19 and 09/19/19, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on September
25, 2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a hearing on the appli-
cation of the undersigned. The property in
question is located at: 180 Marian Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
84 Lot 12, as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Curt Mundorff.

The applicant requests One story front
porch addition which is in violation of:

Section 184-115-E4 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Front yard setback; Permitted: 30 feet;
Present: 29.83 feet; Proposed: 26.16 feet.

Section 184-115-E5 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: Side
yard setback; Permitted: 8 feet; Present:
6.05 feet; Proposed: 6.05 feet.

Section 184-115-E1 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Minimum Lot Size; Permitted: 7,500 square
feet; Present: 5,000 square feet; Proposed:
5,000 square feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Curt Mundorff

180 Marian Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 09/05/19, The Times Fee: $40.29

WESTFIELD
Friday, August 23, Stuart Cattell, 26,

of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Scotch Plains Municipal Court traf-
fic warrant, in the amount of $750, after
turning himself in at police headquar-
ters. He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Friday, August 23, Kwame Jolly, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 1100 block of West
South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased with a summons.

Sunday, August 25, three motor ve-
hicles were reported stolen. One of the
thefts occurred on Thomas Court, a sec-
ond on the 200 block of Roger Avenue
and the third on the 800 block of Bradford
Avenue. In each case, one or more un-
known suspects gained entry to the
victim’s unlocked motor vehicle and stole
the vehicle.

Sunday, August 25, motor vehicle bur-
glaries were reported on multiple streets.
All of the vehicles were unlocked at the
time the incidents occurred. Three ve-
hicles were entered on the 200 block of
Eton Place, and another three on Dorset
Hill Road. The other burglaries took place
on Roger Avenue and on Scudder Road.
Two vehicles were entered on Scudder
Road, with approximately $20 worth of

items taken from one of the vehicles.
Other vehicles among this group of inci-
dents were reported to have been rum-
maged through but no other items were
listed as missing.

Sunday, August 25, a resident of Tho-
mas Court reported being a victim of an
attempted motor vehicle burglary. The
alleged suspect pulled on the handle of
the locked vehicle, then fled after being
denied entry.

Monday, August 26, Tykara Mobley,
24, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Hort
Street. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released on
a summons.

Monday, August 26, a resident of the
900 block of Highland Avenue reported
a motor vehicle burglary. The victim
stated that no items were taken from the
vehicle, but that the vehicle had clearly
been entered by one or more unknown
suspects.

Monday, August 26, a resident of the
100 block of Harrow Road reported a
motor vehicle burglary. The victim stated
that while no items had been taken from
the vehicle it had clearly been entered by
unknown suspects.

Tuesday, August 27, Thomas Sinnott,
39, of Cranford was arrested at the
Kenilworth Police Department by
Westfield police personnel on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Westfield
Municipal Court. The warrant had bail in
the amount of $628. Sinnott was unable
to post bail.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Sunday, August 18, Alexander

Sanchez, 45, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an active warrant out of Newark dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Monday, August 19, Michael J.
O’Connor, 33, of Edison was arrested
and charged with assault during an alter-
cation at a Route 22 restaurant. Also
arrested was Patrick J. Mcoll, 28, of
Somerset, on charges of possession of a
weapon and unlawful possession of a
weapon. Both were transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Tuesday, August 20, a resident of the
2500 block of Mountain Avenue reported
fraudulent activity on an Internet ac-
count. The matter is under investigation.

Thursday, August 22, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported fraudulent pur-
chases made on a credit card account.
The matter is under investigation.

Thursday, August 22, Aaron M.
Brooks, 26, of Rahway was arrested on
active warrants out of Scotch Plains.

Saturday, August 24, George W. Tho-
mas, 63, of Edison was arrested on an
active warrant out of Trenton. He was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Saturday, August 24, Olguer A. Flores-
Toalombo, 31, of Dunellen was arrested
on an active warrant out of the Middlesex
County Sheriff’s Department during a
motor vehicle stop. Flores-Toalombo was
transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Monday, August 26, a resident of Mary
Ellen Lane reported incidents of fraud.

Several credit cards were opened in the
victim’s name and purchases made. The
matter is under investigation.

Monday, August 26, Samantha T.
Crawford, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop and charged
with driving under the influence. She
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

CRANFORD
Saturday, August 24, Justice Alderman,

22, of Roselle was arrested on charges of
possession of under 50 grams (marijuana)
and possession of drug paraphernalia. A
2008 Nissan was stopped at North Avenue
East and the Garden State Parkway 137
Exchange for failing to maintain its lane.
Following an investigation on scene, po-
lice arrested a passenger, Alderman, for
possession of suspected marijuana found
on him. He was processed and provided
with a municipal court appearance date.
In addition, Alderman was found to have
multiple active arrest warrants. He was
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Department.

Saturday, August 24, Jimmy Tabaczek,
40, of Linden was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia. A
2008 Chrysler was stopped at Raritan
Road and the Garden State Parkway 136
Exchange for a break light out. Follow-
ing an investigation on scene, police
arrested a passenger in the vehicle,
Tabaczek, for possession of a suspected
crack pipe found in the vehicle. He was
processed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued a motor vehicle sum-
mons for maintenance of lamps.

Sunday, August 25, Asha Newman,
30, of Roselle was arrested on charges of
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug para-
phernalia. A 2016 Toyota was stopped at
North Avenue East and the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for unclear plates.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested a passenger, Newman,
for possession of suspected marijuana
and THC oils found inside the vehicle.
She was processed and provided with a
Superior Court appearance date. The
driver was issued motor vehicle sum-
monses for unclear plates and failure to
inspect.

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-009445-19
FILE NO. 26662-19

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FELICIA TOWNS; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF FELICIA
TOWNS, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; LIS
CUSTOM DESIGNS INC;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which USBANK C/F TOWER DBW VI TRST
20161 is the plaintiff and FELICIA TOWNS,
ET EALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-009445-19 within thirty-five
(35) days after September 5, 2019 exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to answer or
appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue.  The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1.  A certain tax certificate 2016-0072,
sold on 12/9/2016, dated 12/9/2016, and
was recorded on 2/9/2017 in Book 14232
at Page 472, made by RICHARD
LORENTZEN, Collector of Taxes of
RAHWAY, and State of New Jersey to
USBANK C/F TOWER DBW VI TRST
20161 and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, USBANK C/F TOWER DBW VI TRST
20161. This covers real estate located in
RAHWAY, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 4C1108
BLOCK 304.01 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
RAHWAY and concerns premises com-
monly known as 1347 GENOVESE LANE,
RAHWAY, New Jersey.

YOU, FELICIA TOWNS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.

YOU, JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF
FELICIA TOWNS, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party de-
fendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to deter-
mine whether defendant FELICIA TOWNS
is married, and if married, the name of
FELICIA TOWNS’s spouse. If FELICIA
TOWNS is married, the plaintiff joins JOHN
DOE, HUSBAND OF FELICIA TOWNS,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS as a defendant for any possessory
or marital rights you may have.

YOU, LIS CUSTOM DESIGNS INC, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because on January 21,
2010, a judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Morris County,
by Lis Custom Designs Inc against Ken-
neth Schwartz and Riverwalk Developers
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$31,450.12. Said judgment was entered
as Judgment No. DJ-021766-2010. Said
judgment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s
lien.
DATED:  August 30, 2019

Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 9/5/19, The Leader Fee: $87.21

Contact Susannah or Bob at 908-233-7900

or email to Susannah@fintax.com

The executive office itself is recently renovated and
has a large open room, separate kitchen, plus a large
private office with private bathroom including shower.

Located at 241 North Ave West, in beautiful downtown
Westfield, next to train, express NYC bus and restaurants.

Rent is $3,100 gross per month and includes
utilities & all CAM.  Building is wired for FiOS.

Owner / manager is on site.

Building has an impressive lobby and is fully handicap
accessible with elevator and large bathrooms.

WESTFIELD:

Office Space for Lease

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

2011 BMW 328 I X DRIVE

Black ext., black int. auto AWD.
82,000 mi. in very good cond.
BMW serviced. $9,700, or b.o.
Text (908) 451-6496 for more info.

CRANFORD ESTATE SALE

512 Gallows Hill Road
Friday 9/6 & Saturday 9/7

10am to 3pm
Sofas, Chairs, Tables, Lamps,
Dining Room, Corner Cabinet,
China,Glass, Art, Tapestries,
Kitchen Sets, Beds, Dressers,
Vanity, Linens, Rugs, Sewing
Machine, Books, Records,
Christmas, Dolls, Grill, Ladder,
Tools & More! For Pics & Info

DovetailsUSA.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

BABY SITTERS NEEDED

Do you love children? The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Ave., needs child
care baby sitters on Sundays from
9–11:15am. Some extended times
for meetings and lunches may be
included. The rate is $15 per hour.
A substantial background check
will be done at the church’s
expense. For information & an
interview, call Christine Treger at

(908) 233-0301, ext. 38

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
meetings. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest in
their beats in order to develop
news stories. Please email
resume & clips to:

editor@goleader.com

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-004312-19
FILE NO. 26386-19

NOTICE TO REDEEM

US BNK FOR TOWER DBW VI
2016-1; PLAINTIFF VS.
ANDREIA DA SILVEIRA, ET
ALS. DEFENDANT(S)

TO: NADIA DESOUSA; MARIA C.
LOPES; EVA A LOPES; PINTO D’ORO
AKA PINTO DORO INC; DANIEL
SANTOS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on September 3, 2019, the Superior
Court Fixed  November 4, 2019, or the next
business day, between regular business
hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201 as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 1379.A ADTL LOTS SUBDIV (12-
1379) BLOCK 12 on the tax duplicate of
ELIZABETH. Total amount required to re-
deem tax sale certificate no. 15-00336 is
$102,572.60, together with interest from
August 31, 2019  and costs of $900.00.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $47.43

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on September
25, 2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a hearing on the appli-
cation of the undersigned. The property in
question is located at: 41 Hunter Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
53 Lot 12, as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Robert & Whitney
McCullam.

The applicant requests 2nd floor bed-
room addition, over existing enclosed porch
which is in violation of:

Section 184-115 (E4) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
expansion of front yard setback of Watson
Road; Permitted: 30 feet; Present: 17.5
feet; Proposed: 17.5 feet.

Section 184-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Pre-ex-
isting detached garage; Permitted: 500
square feet; Present: 640 square feet; Pro-
posed: 640 square feet..

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Robert and Whitney McCullam

41 Hunter Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 09/05/19, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2218

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, on September 3, 2019. It will
be further considered for final passage,
after public hearing thereon, at a meeting
of the Town Council to be held in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, on September 24,
2019 at 8:00 P.M. During the week prior to
and up to and including the date of such
meeting copies of the full ordinance will be
available, at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the
members of the general public who shall
request the same. The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF A NEW PUMPER
FIRE ENGINE, INCLUDING
ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND
EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$665,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AU-
THORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of a new pumper
fire engine, including original apparatus
and equipment, in, by and for the Town.

Appropriation: $665,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $633,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $12,000
Useful Life: 10 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Tara Rowley
Town Clerk

Town of Westfield
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $53.04

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

BOE SEEKS APPLICANTS FOR
UNEXPIRED SCOTCH PLAINS SEAT

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education has a vacancy on the Board of
Education due to the resignation of school
board member Dr. Clancy effective Sep-
tember 25. This position is to be filled by a
resident of Scotch Plains. The appointed
term shall be from the date of appointment
through December 31, 2020.

Those eligible residents of Scotch Plains
having an interest in in applying for the
open board seat are invited to submit a
letter of interest, including a brief biogra-
phy and their reasons for wanting to serve
on the Board, to:

Deborah S. Saridaki
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
512 Cedar Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076

The deadline for applications is Tues-
day, October 1, 2019 at 4:00 PM. The
Board will conduct public interviews of
candidates on Thursday, October 10, be-
ginning at 7:00 PM. The Board will make a
decision following the interviews.

The appointed candidate will take his
position on the Board as soon as possible.

1 T - 09/05/19, The Times Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 9/26/19 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 28, Grove Street to Highland Avenue, Contact No. 023124210,
Resurfacing & Signal Improvements, Township of Cranford, Borough of

Roselle Park & City of Elizabeth, Union County
Federal Project No: NHP-0028(301), UPC NO: 124210, DP No: 19137

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 09/05/19, 09/12/19 and 09/19/19, The Leader Fee: $217.26

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

COURT OF PROBATE
NORTHEAST REGIONAL

CHILDREN’S PROBATE COURT
DISTRICT

NOTICE TO
ALEXANDRIA MARIE VICCHITTO

whose last known address is unknown
to the court.

Pursuant to an order of Hon. Leah P.
Schad, Judge, a hearing will be held at
Northeast Regional Children’s Probate
Court, 508 Pomfret Street, Putnam, Con-
necticut 06260 on October 8, 2019 at 12:00
PM on a petition for Temporary Custody
Pending Removal of Guardian concerning
a certain minor child born on July 4, 2013.
The court’s decision will affect your inter-
est, if any, as in the petition on file more
fully appears.

RIGHT TO COUNSEL: If the above-
named person wishes to have an attorney,
but is unable to pay for one, the court will
provide an attorney upon proof of inability
to pay. Any such request should be made
immediately by contacting the court office
where the hearing is to be held.

By order of the court
Mona Fournier, Clerk

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $26.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Cranford Planning Board will hold a spe-
cial meeting as set forth below:

Date: September 25, 2019
Time: 7:30 p.m. Workshop – Room 108
8 p.m. Official Meeting – Room 107
Place: Township Municipal Building
8 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey
Purpose/Agenda: The Planning Board

will conduct a Public Hearing on the pro-
posed Reexamination Report. A copy of
the Report shall be on file and made avail-
able for public inspection at least 10 days
prior to the hearing in the Zoning Office of
the Township of Cranford Municipal Build-
ing, located at 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, Monday through
Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. The Planning Board may act to adopt
the report upon the conclusion of the pub-
lic hearing.

Kathy Lenahan
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2141

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
(THROUGH STREETS)

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
September 3, 2019.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2142

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING “THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,”
IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A
“PUBLIC ARTS COMMIS-
SION” CONCERNING “PUB-
LIC ART”

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
September 3, 2019.

 Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on August 28, 2019
the Garwood Planning Board memorial-
ized the following resolutions:

Case #PB19-03: 604 608 Willow Av-
enue, R/B Zone, Block 302, Lots 11 & 12

Applicant: 604/ 608 Willow Ave, LLC
Granting a minor subdivision with vari-

ances for side by side layout, number of
curb cuts, and front yard setback.

Case #PB19- 02: 345 South Avenue,
Block 404 Lot 3, C/B Zone (Commercial
Business district)

Applicant: 345 South Ave, LLC
Granting Site Plan approval to convert

the second and third floor of a mixed use
building from office use to residential use
w/Parking Variance

The resolutions are on file and available
for inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $26.01
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD NOTICE OF LIEN SALE OF PROPERTY

FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND OTHER MUNICIPAL CHARGES

Notice is hereby given that I, Karyn P. King, Tax Collector for the Township of Cranford in the County of Union, State of New Jersey,
will on September 18, 2019 at 10:00am, in the Mayor and Council Chambers at the Township of Cranford Municipal building, 8 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, expose for sale and sell the tracts and parcels of land hereinafter specified for unpaid taxes and  or other
municipal charges due, pursuant to the authority of Revised Statutes of New Jersey Title 54:5-19 et seq. Said land will be struck off and
sold to such persons as will purchase the same subject to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no such case in excess of
eighteen (18) percent per annum.  CASH, CERTIFIED CHECK, BANK CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER, will be accepted as payment for
said parcels on the day of the sale.  The payment for the sale shall be made before the conclusion of the sale; otherwise the property
will be resold. Payment of the amount due on any parcel may be made at any time before the sale, together with all interest and costs
incurred up to the time of payment by CASH, CERTIFIED CHECK, BANK CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER, whereupon the impending sale
thereof will be canceled.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.) the Water Pollution
Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10a-1 et seq.), and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1k-6 et seq.)  In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale Certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
or operator of the site. Parcels are to be sold subject to roll back taxes under the Farmland Assessment Act of 1954, improvement
assessment installments not yet due, and added or omitted assessments for improvements as provided by N.J.S.A. 54:1-63.2 and 54:4-
63.3.1. Pursuant to the Soldiers and Sailors Civil Relief Act. (N.J.S.A. 38—:23-C18), this provision applies to the collection of taxes or
assessments and provides certain unique relief to those qualifying individuals.  If any owner is an active service man, please call the
Tax Collector at 908-709-7229. The names shown are as they appear in the most recent tax duplicate and do not necessarily mean that
the parties are the current owners of the property.

BLOCK LOT QUALIFIER OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION AMOUNT TYPE
109     4 PEREZ: SOFIA  1592 SPRINGFIELD AVE 129.77 S
118    19 NEWMARK: JEFFREY & JUDY  2 AMHERST RD 2,136.60 T
119    10 IDEN, CAROL L & WILLIAM A  21 RUTGERS RD 19,560.13 TS
126    17 HOEFLING, KENNETH & CARMELA  33 BROWN TERR 128.79 S
130    40 MORIN: ROBERTA  110 MAKATOM DR 19,145.27 TS
178     9 RUANE: EDWARD P & JILL A  7 HOLLY ST W 3,049.65 S
179    17 EVERTON: ROBERT & PAULA  25 HOLLY ST 17,224.61 TS
203     4 HARRIAT-GRANT, ELAINE  614 RIVERSIDE DR 10,319.31 T
203    21 FIORE: ANDREW, TANIA  87 GLENWOOD RD 194.95 S
245    14 SULLIVAN: JOSEPH W  203 COLUMBIA AVE 180.62 S
245    17 FREY, KARL & KEITH  209 COLUMBIA AVE 12,195.39 TS
265     2    -C083B- - ALBANI, NICK & LINDA 217 PROSPECT AV APT 8-3B 182.28 S
267     3 RYDER: FRANCES ESTATE  208 ORANGE AVE 2,972.75 T
403    19 NIOTIS: GEORGE / KETIKIDIS: C & M  58 BURNSIDE AVE 378.50 S
414     4.02 163 HILLCREST LLC  163 HILLCREST AVE 4,820.84 TS
419     3 DAVITT, MICHAEL J & TIFFANY M  45 HILLCREST AVE 12,892.07 T
420    16 DESAI, ANISH  31 BURNSIDE AVE 1,381.07 S
423     5 HOURIGAN: MARGARET  100 RETFORD AVE 5,273.67 TS
423    22 CONLON: REGINA E  115 UNION AVE S 226.84 S
487    12 SENI REAL ESTATE HOLDING II LLC  14 GROVE ST 2,554.63 TS
491    23 CAETANO: HELDER & SUSANA/VICENTE: J  367 WALNUT AVE 204.74 S
500     2 4 PINE STREET LLC  4 PINE ST 3,296.36 T
505.01     1    -C0309- - CIESLIK: KARIN 309 LINCOLN PARK E 169.06 S
505.02     1    -C0402- - RICE: ALYSON W 402 LINCOLN PARK E 159.85 S
571     5 MATLOSZ: PAWEL  214 DIETZ ST 201.48 S
573    12.01 ELIZABETH ERDODY LIVING TRUST  112 BRYANT AVE 2,713.00 T
591     1 GRZYB, MARIUSZ  4 ROSE ST 2,246.23 T
593     9 9 GARDEN PLACE LLC  9 GARDEN PL 3,072.87 TS
595    12 METZGER, MICHAEL  2 CRANFORD TERR 6,866.57 TS
596     4 EGGLESTON: ESTHER  33 WALL ST 210.06 S
599     2 2 MCCLELLAN REALTY LLC  2 MC CLELLAN ST 6,605.31 TS
602    23 3 MCLELLAN LLC  3 MC CLELLAN ST 1,636.32 T
604     6 DANIELS, SHIRLEY ANN & MICHELE L  6 GRANT ST 9,282.03 T
608    16 BROWN: RANDY E & MARIA E  3 HAYES ST 100.87 S
611    19 PODBEREZNIAK, ANDREW & DURKA, JACEK  12 RAMAPO CT 281.61 TS
631     9 JACK: ANGELA D  5 RAMAPO RD 5,453.94 TS

T-Property Taxes W-Water S-Sewer E-Electric O-Other A-Sp Assmnt 1-Misc 2-Board Up 3-Demolition
Karyn P. King, Collector of Taxes

4 T - 08/22, 08/29, 09/05 & 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $618.12

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2018 AUDIT REPORT

OF BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
31, 2018 31, 2017

ASSETS

Cash and Investments $2,812,321.42 $2,819,638.84
Taxes, Assessments and Liens Receivable 189,332.38 235,553.11
Prospective Assessments Funded
Property Acquired for Taxes-Assessed Value 17,974.00 17,974.00
Accounts Receivable 551,143.72 679,495.38
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation -
 General Capital 4,273,703.94 3,885,661.42
General Fixed Assets 8,375,948.96 8,378,232.44
Deferred Charges to Revenue
 of Succeeding Years 140,000.00 17,648.00

 TOTAL ASSETS $16,360,424.42 $16,034,203.19

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds and Notes Payable $3,716,735.00 $3,198,000.00
Improvement Authorizations 1,184,073.31 778,607.96
Other Liabilities and Special Funds 1,969,755.56 2,402,804.49
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable 218,919.37 265,255.50
Fund Balance 894,992.22 1,011,302.80
Investments in General Fixed Assets 8,375,948.96 8,378,232.44

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $16,360,424.42 $16,034,203.19

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND

YEAR 2018 YEAR 2017

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $755,500.00 $358,000.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
  Property Tax Levies 1,410,471.75 1,579,581.42
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and
  Tax Title Liens 206,264.10 416,358.53
Collection of Current Tax Levy 18,094,587.95 17,797,676.41

TOTAL INCOME $20,466,823.80 $20,151,616.36

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures:
Municipal Purposes $7,822,364.69 $7,603,238.37
County Taxes 3,865,106.95 3,645,528.01
Local School Taxes 8,139,501.00 8,103,554.00
Other Expenditures 200.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $19,826,972.64 $19,352,520.38

Excess in Revenue to Fund Balance $639,851.16 $799,095.98

Fund Balance, January 1 978,734.50 537,638.52
$1,618,585.66 $1,336,734.50

Less:  Utilization as Anticipated Revenue 755,500.00 358,000.00

Fund Balance, December 31 $863,085.66 $978,734.50

RECOMMENDATION

That the encumbrance accounting system be completely maintained.

 Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough of Garwood will take to
correct the findings listed above, will be prepared in accordance with federal and state
requirements. A copy of it will be placed on file and made available for public inspection
in the Office of the Borough Clerk in the Borough of Garwood.

The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough
of Garwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2018. This report of audit, submitted
by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any
interested person.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $130.56

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD, NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY

FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public
auction on Wednesday October 2nd, 2019 in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may be adjourned, all
of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the
owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1,
et seq. as computed to the 2nd day of October 2019.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of municipal liens chargeable against each parcel
of said land assessed as one parcel, together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest rate
of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified
check or money order or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties for which there
are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with interest and costs. Payments must be in the
form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution
Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLOCK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION AMOUNT TYPE
4 3 HORNING, JAMES R & PRISCILLA 224 FARLEY AVE 76.83 S
5 1 EATON, MATTHEW & FARINAS, BRITTANY 127 MIDWAY AVE 95.64 S
9 9 MONAHAN, CHRISTOPHER H & MARY L 81 MADISON AVE 90.37 S
10 4 EVAN SAMPSON; SHUSTER, ELLA 174 RUSSELL RD 90.98 S
13 2 FRACHIA, JOSE 240 NORTH MARTINE AVE 88.20 S
15 6 KLINGMAN, RHODA - KALISKY, HILARY 205 FOREST RD 83.23 S
19 17 KALISKY, HILARY M 85 PLEASANT AVENUE 103.90 S
24 9.01 FELA,DEBRA 167 PLEASANT AVE 12,424.15 T
26 51 ZERVOS, THEODORE & TRSTENSKY, PEGGY 24 MARY LANE 2,858.24 T
28 8 BARBER, RICHARD & SLIM, SUSAN 159 WILLOUGHBY RD 99.16 S
34 17.02 RYDER,CHRISTOPHER S & BLANCHE S 183 WATSON RD 123.96 S
39 5 WHELAN, THOMAS J 19 LINDA PLACE 112.18 S
39 40.01 MESSERCOLA, MICHELE A 96 WOODLAND AVENUE 961.48 T
42 18 FYNES, CORMAC & PEGGY K 25 BIRCHWOOD TER 106.90 S
48 12 ROSENTHAL, MATTHEW S & MARISSA N 31 PATERSON RD 89.64 S
50 2 HOPKINS, TIMOTHY & YOLANDA 83 FARLEY AVE 98.12 S
55 1 1 SOUTH AVENUE LLC 1 SOUTH AVE 161.59 S
59 10 WALTER,BRIAN J,ET ALLS 51 FOURTH ST 85.40 S
60 16 HANSEN, MARGIT JUNE 52A SECOND ST 6,210.82 T
60 17 AGUILUCHO, MARIA T 199 LA GRANDE AVENUE 67.83 S
68 4 TUPELO HILL ASSOCIATES LLC 320 NORTH AVE 7,223.50 TS
68 5 TUPELO HILL ASSOCIATES LLC 324 NORTH AVENUE 9,217.37 TS
68 22 KUKLO, BENJAMIN W 450 NORTH AVE 98.54 S
69 4 AGUILUCHO, MARIA T 371 SOUTH AVE 89.64 S
78 24 WHITE, MATTHEW D 493 TERRILL ROAD 12,378.54 TS
80 10 KANE, DEFA F BINTOU 43 ASHWORTH COURT 99.47 S
86 4 MILEWITS, MARTIN M 71 SECOND ST 1,699.82 T
90 10 TUPELO HILL ASSOC/CHECCHIO,J. 99 S MARTINE AVE 5,873.57 TS
91 22 LEPANO,TOMMY & CHRISTINA 345 LA GRANDE AVE 86.53 S
96 14 CRONA, J - SMITH, M 56 CHETWOOD TERRACE 96.05 S
101 7 U S BANK TRUST N A TR 131 KING STREET 113.31 S
102 24 KEEN, HARRY E & DONNA L 145 KING ST 94.60 S
103 8 LEMBO,MICHAEL S 163 BELVIDERE AVE 91.20 S
105 16 MALONE, WILLIAM J III & BARBARA J 187 KING ST 99.47 S
107 13 CARY, ANTHONY & ELIZABETH 231 KING ST 98.32 S
116 59 CURRY,FRANCES WATSON 11 ROOSEVELT AVE 2,620.77 T
118 1 GREEN 233 S MARTINE AVE LLC 233 S MARTINE AVE 8,057.46 T

T-Property Taxes W-Water S-Sewer E-Electric O-Other A-Sp Assmnt 1-Misc 2-Board Up 3-Demolition
Colleen M. Huehn,

Tax/Utility Collector
4 T - 09/05, 09/12, 09/19 & 09/26/19, The Times Fee: $636.48

UNICO VISITS ITALY...Two members of Greater Westfield UNICO represented
UNICO National and District X in Colle Sannita, Italy, to commemorate Marine
Sgt. John Basilone of Raritan, which is part of UNICO District X. It also was the
kickoff for a sister city program with Colle Sannita. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Anthony Bengivenga, District Governor; Mayor Michele Iapozzuto, and Robert J.
Tarte, trustee, UNICO Foundation Inc. The ceremony was held on August 4.

Stacy Kaplan

Center For Hope Introduces
‘11th Hour’ Volunteer Team
SCOTCH PLAINS – Stacy Kaplan,

volunteer coordinator for the Center
for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care,
has introduced a new support team to
assist terminally-ill pa-
tients and their loved
ones during the final
hours. Called 11th Hour
volunteers, the spe-
cially-trained team of-
fers transitional support
to patients and their
families. The initiative
is an enhancement to the
Center’s volunteer pro-
gram.

“This new program
helps the Center pro-
vide vital support and
comfort to our patients
who may be alone. Just
as important, the pro-
gram can assist their families as well,”
explained Ms. Kaplan. “If their ser-
vices are requested, our 11th Hour
volunteers are trained to notice and
explain certain, predictable physical
changes their loved one may be expe-
riencing. They’re available to relieve
families at the bedside if needed, or
they can simply sit and be a comfort-
ing presence — whatever the family
needs at that very emotional time.

“We also recognize that there are
patients who, sadly, may not have
family or friends nearby to be with
them; our team fills that void and
provides companionship during their
final hours,” Ms. Kaplan added.

The volunteers provide these sup-
port services at the Center’s two resi-
dences in Scotch Plains and Elizabeth,
as well as in the wider community.

Ms. Kaplan held an informational
meeting in January for volunteers to
learn more about the 11th Hour pro-
gram. Sixteen committed to the train-
ing, which took place through the
winter months. They learned about
the physical phases of a person’s

transition, various religious and cul-
tural aspects of death and dying,
what to expect from family members
as they face their loved one’s pass-
ing, and how to offer quiet comfort

and reassurance im-
mediately before and
after the patient has
passed.

The training also
covered the impor-
tance of volunteers
supporting one another
as they do this hospice
work. The program
launched in April.

“Being an end-of-
life volunteer is very
different from the
other volunteer sup-
port roles we provide
at the Center for

Hope,” said Frank Brady, president
of the non-profit organization. “The
focus of our 11th Hour support team
is to be the comforting presence that’s
so needed in those final moments,
for patients and their loved ones.

“Since this important program be-
gan, our 11th Hour volunteers have
spent many, many hours sitting vigil
for our actively dying patients, rush-
ing over to spend several hours, dur-
ing the day or night, to make sure the
patient and their loved ones were
comfortable and cared for emotion-
ally,” he said.

Mr. Brady added that some of the
11th Hour volunteers have formed
strong bonds with the family mem-
bers and have attended wakes and
funerals for some of the patients.

In addition to its two residences, the
Center for Hope provides hospice care
for terminally ill patients where they
reside in Union County and surround-
ing areas. For more information or to
find out about volunteer opportunities
for individuals and organizations, visit
cfhh.org or call (908) 889-7780.

GOOD STUFF...Attorneys and staff from Westfield-based law firm Lindabury,
McCormick, Estabrook & Cooper, P.C. collected school supplies and filled
dozens of backpacks as part of The United Way of Greater Union County’s
annual “Stuff the Bus” campaign. Lindabury is an annual participant in the
program, which benefits youngsters in need throughout Union County. This
year enough supplies were collected to fill dozens of backpacks.

Hearing Society to Resume
Classes Next Thursday

WESTFIELD — The Hearing So-
ciety, a local not-for-profit organiza-
tion serving people with impaired
hearing, will begin its weekly classes
in speech (lip) reading next Thurs-
day, September 12.

These classes are held each Thurs-
day, September through May, from
10:30 to 11:45 a.m., at the First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, unless oth-
erwise announced. Light refresh-
ments are served before each ses-
sion. The church is located at 170
Elm Street, Westfield.

These informal classes will again
be under the direction of Morgan
Orlowski, speech pathologist, and

will provide strategies for coping
with hearing loss as well as tech-
niques for improving individual com-
munication skills.

The sessions also serve as a sup-
port service for Hearing Society mem-
bers experiencing problems associ-
ated with hearing loss, and include
discussions concerning developments
in the ever-expanding technology of
hearing enhancements now available.

Anyone in the greater Union County
area who is interested in membership
in the society and participating in
these classes may contact Alice
Knecht at azknecht@gmail.com for
more information.

‘Trailside Talks’ Series To
Begin With ‘Hawk Watch’

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will present the first program in
the “Trailside Talks” series, “Hawk
Watch,” on Sunday, September 15,
from 10 a.m. to noon, at Trailside
Nature and Science Center. This
free program is open to adults age
18 and older.

“The fall hawk migration is the
perfect time to visit and experience
the beauty of the Watchung Reser-
vation,” said Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski. “Participants will
have the chance to learn about the
many different birds of prey that
can be seen in New Jersey and dis-
cover how to identify them in flight.”

Every year, thousands of hawks
migrate through New Jersey in the
fall. This program explains the
“hows and whys” of hawk migra-
tion, varying methods of migra-
tion, the latest theories on the strat-
egies that birds use to navigate, as
well as offering a look at the chal-
lenges they face in migration. A
one-hour hawk watch walk is sched-
uled, weather permitting. Pete
Axelrod, education and commu-
nity outreach coordinator of Wild
Birds Unlimited in Scotch Plains,
will lead the program.

For more information about this
program or other activities for
adults, families and children at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or

visit ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is lo-
cated at 452 New Providence Road,
Mountainside, and is a facility of
the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation.

Library to Feature
‘Howling Woods’

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library invites
families for a special conservation
presentation by Howling Woods Farm
on Monday, September 16, at 4 p.m.

Howling Woods Farm is a non-
profit educational facility located in
Jackson Township that rescues and
places domestic-bred wolfdog hy-
brids and northern breeds. It also
provides learning experiences to the
public about wolves and wolfdogs.

The program will include a slide
show and talk about wolf conserva-
tion and their natural history. After-
wards, attendees will be able to meet
and greet at least two of the farm’s
animals.

Those interested are asked to call
the library as soon as possible at (908)
233-0115 to make a reservation since
space is limited. For more information
about Howling Woods Farm, visit
howlingwoods.org/. The library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Lindabury Partners With
United Way For Backpacks
WESTFIELD — Westfield-based

law firm Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper, P.C.
(Lindabury) recently partnered with
the United Way of Greater Union
County (UWGUC) for its annual
“Stuff the Bus” campaign, a collec-
tion drive that provides school-age
children in need with brand-new
school supplies and backpacks
throughout the county.

Lindabury is an annual participant
in the initiative and, this year, one of
the firm’s summer associates ex-
panded the efforts. Emerald Sheay,
president of the Family Law Society
and a student at Seton Hall Law
School, assisted with the campaign
when she went back to campus, along
with Amy Eng, vice-president of the
school’s Family Law Society.

Together, volunteers from
Lindabury and the Seton Hall Family
Law Society collected enough school
supplies to stuff dozens of “ready-to-

learn” backpacks for middle-school
students. Lindabury representatives,
including President David R. Pierce,
Vice-President and UWGUC board
member Eric B. Levine and attorney
Nicole A. Kobis, presented the back-
packs and supplies to the United Way
in time for the start of the 2019-2020
school year.

Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
& Cooper, P.C., is a mid-sized gen-
eral practice law firm, located in Cen-
tral New Jersey. From its offices in
Westfield, Summit, Red Bank, New
York and Philadelphia, the firm ser-
vices clients throughout the Mid-At-
lantic region. Lindabury provides liti-
gation and transactional counsel to a
broad spectrum of clients, including
corporations, privately held busi-
nesses, insurance firms, healthcare
institutions, trade associations, em-
ployee benefit funds, banks and fi-
nancial institutions, nonprofit orga-
nizations and individuals.
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Devin Wendel Earns
Dean’s List at Bentley U.

WESTFIELD — Devin Wendel,
of Westfield,  made Deans List for the
Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 at Bentley
University in Waltham, Mass. Mr.
Wendel is majoring in Economics
and Finance.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a
full-time student must have a grade
point average of 3.3 or higher with no
course grade below 2.0 during the term.

Dawood Farahi Announces 2020 Will
Be His Last Year as Kean U. President
UNION — Kean University Presi-

dent Dawood Farahi, Ph.D., has told
the campus community that he will
serve his last year as president in
2020, after 17 years leading one of
the state’s largest and most diverse
universities.

“It has been more than my honor
and my privilege to lead this amazing
university; it has been a significant
part of my life,” Mr. Farahi said. “We
will continue this academic year on
our path of progress and transforma-
tion, building a financially strong and
academically vibrant institution like
no other in New Jersey. The future for
Kean students is bright.”

Mr. Farahi began his career at Kean
more than 30 years ago in the class-
room. Since his 2003 appointment as
the 17th leader of the University, Mr.
Farahi has championed a multitude
of groundbreaking initiatives that have
elevated both the quality and stature
of Kean University. He transformed
Kean into a college of choice, re-
maining true to its roots in education
while creating some of the region’s
most competitive academic programs
in fields ranging from occupational
and physical therapy to sustainability
science and forensic psychology, to
name a few. He also championed land-
mark programs in STEM, computer
science and architecture with a spe-
cific goal of increasing the number of
women and minorities participating
in these fields.

“President Farahi’s leadership at
Kean is nothing less than phenom-
enal,” said Board of Trustees Chair
Ada Morell ’97. “He put students
first from the start. He made sure
they had the world-class faculty, fa-
cilities and services they need to
succeed. He created opportunities
for students to access higher educa-
tion not just in Union, New Jersey
but in Ocean County, in the Skylands
and across the globe in Wenzhou,
China. It’s too early to talk legacies,
but Dawood’s devotion to student
success certainly will be one of his.”

Among Mr. Farahi’s many signa-
ture achievements are the creation of
the Human Rights Institute at Kean
University; the creation of the New
Jersey Center for Science, Technol-
ogy and Mathematics at Kean Uni-
versity; and the integration of the
Liberty Hall Museum campus with
Kean University.

He made access to higher educa-
tion the cornerstone of his presi-
dency, leading with great success a
visionary strategic plan called, aptly,
Vision 2020. He expanded the
University’s footprint to South Jer-
sey by partnering with Ocean County
College (OCC) on a unique initia-
tive that lets Ocean County students
complete their undergraduate stud-
ies at Kean without leaving the OCC
campus. He partnered with the New
Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection to bring higher educa-
tion to northwest New Jersey by
transforming an abandoned abbey in
the pristine New Jersey Highlands
into a unique and gorgeous campus
for undergraduate education.

“Dawood Farahi is a dear friend.
More importantly, he has been a
transformational leader for Kean
University,” said Jon Larson, Ph.D.,
president of Ocean County College.
“For over 10 years, Kean has been
present on the OCC campus in a
groundbreaking partnership that has
benefited both institutions. OCC and
Kean will miss his charismatic lead-
ership and his wisdom.”

Perhaps most ambitious of all,
President Farahi led the effort to
create the first full-scale public uni-
versity in China, Wenzhou-Kean
University, partnering with then Pro-
vincial Secretary Xi Jinping of
Zhejiang to redevelop a 300+ acre
property in Wenzhou, China into a
large scale, state-of-the-art campus
serving both Kean University and
Chinese students. Xi is now presi-
dent of China. Former U.S. Consul
General to Shanghai Robert D.
Griffiths likened the importance of

this initiative to the groundbreaking
visit of President Nixon to China in
1972.

“It is important to Dawood that
Kean students have the same oppor-
tunities to succeed as those who at-
tend elite universities,” said Steve
Fastook, chair of the Kean Univer-
sity Foundation Board of Directors.
“Many of our students are the first in
their family to attend college, and
President Farahi does all he can to
ensure it is the greatest experience
they ever have. His passion for Kean
and its students is unmatched. We
have been lucky to have him for so
long.”

Another cornerstone of Mr.
Farahi’s presidency is the transfor-
mation of the University’s main cam-
pus in Union, New Jersey. Since the
beginning of his presidency, the
University has undergone a $500
million+ redevelopment program
that saw aging and dilapidated fa-
cilities replaced by state-of-the-art
academic and research buildings. In
addition to the STEM building, Mr.
Farahi oversaw the creation of unique
and high-tech new facilities dedi-
cated to architecture and design,
clinical and health professions,
graduate studies, history and student
housing. He led the development of
some of the best athletic facilities for
Division III schools in the region
and, in a partnership with the state of
New Jersey and Union Township,
oversaw the transfer of property that
allowed the creation of the bustling
Union Township train station, now a
major commuter hub to New York
City.

Former New Jersey State Senator
Raymond J. Lesniak, who now leads
the Lesniak Institute for American
Leadership at Kean, called Mr. Farahi
a visionary and true change-agent.

“Dawood did more than lead the
University; he transformed it,” Mr.
Lesniak said. “He made tough, bold
decisions, was guided by principle
and an uncanny ability to anticipate
market demands, and never shied
from confrontation if he knew he
was fighting the good fight. I’m im-
pressed by all he has accomplished.
Generations of Kean students to
come will have a better chance at
success because of Dawood Farahi.”

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage,
a two-time graduate of Kean and an
adjunct with the public administra-
tion program, said President Farahi
has improved Kean University in
every area.

“As a graduate of Kean watching
the growth of the infrastructure and
the constant improvement in the qual-
ity of programming, I am proud to
say President Farahi has put Kean
University on the map,” Mr.
Bollwage said. “His presidency has
ensured that quality of Kean Univer-
sity continues to improve, along with
the success of its current students
and future applicants.”

Chimaobi Odumuko ’05, a former
president of Student Organization at
Kean, said Mr. Farahi changed his
life dramatically.

“I wouldn’t be where I am today
without him. He always cared for me
and checked in on how I was doing
while I was at Kean. He always
pushed me to have a plan for my life
after Kean. And whenever times got
hard, I would reflect back on his
words, and I knew I could make it
through. I’m proud to have been his
student and smile knowing that he
has touched the lives of thousands of
students just like me.”

Mr. Farahi’s contract allows him
to return to the faculty at the conclu-
sion of his presidency.

Ms. Morell said the University
will begin a search for the next presi-
dent this fall. Details about the search
process, which will include outreach
to all University students, faculty,
staff and alumni, will be shared in
the coming weeks.

Goldring Graduates
From U. of Rochester
WESTFIELD — Hannah Goldring,

of Westfield, received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Biomedical Engi-
neering from the University of Roch-
ester in May 2019.

Ms. Goldring is the child of Laurie
Woog and Jay Goldring, and a graduate
of Westfield High School. She was a
Dean’s List student, Teaching Assistant
for the Fundamentals of Biomechan-
ics, Research Assistant in the Buckley
Lab researching the mechanical prop-
erties of tendons, and part of an all-
female engineering team that designed
adaptive assembly line technology for
workers with disabilities, presented at
the  2019 CREATE (Cultivating Re-
sources for Employment with Assistive
Technology) symposium in Albany,
New York. Ms. Goldring also partici-
pated in the women’s squash team, Off-
Broadway On Campus orchestra, and
served as a trip leader for UR Foot, the
freshman outdoor orientation program.
She is currently employed as a consult-
ing engineer at FM Global.

SP-F Marching Band to Host
Festival Sept. 21at SPFHS

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Marching Band will
host its 21st Annual Marching Band
Festival on September 21. Perfor-
mances will begin at 5 p.m. at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), located at 667 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains. The festival
will be held at the Perry Tyson Foot-
ball Field, behind the school at the
rear of the parking lot.

Admission cost will be $10 for
adults and $7 for students and senior
citizens, and will include a free festi-
val program. Food, drinks and 50/50
raffle tickets will be available through-
out the evening. The Festival will
include performances from local high
school marching bands, including
Westfield, East Brunswick, West Or-
ange, and Montgomery, to name a
few.

The 120 members of the SPFHS
Marching Band will perform their
latest show, Bocetos de España
(Sketches of Spain), under the direc-

tion of Durand Thomas. Additional
band staff includes the assistant di-
rector, John Gillick and Color Guard
director, Jackie Tumolo. Student drum
majors are Joe Elkin, Emelyne Johns,
and Emma O’Brien.

Throughout the upcoming 2019
season, the marching band will per-
form at SPFHS home and away foot-
ball games and various competitions
throughout New Jersey and Pennsyl-
vania. In 2014, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Marching Band was the NJ
Group 6A State Champion and Na-
tional Gold Medal Champion. In
2015, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Marching Band was the Group 6 Open
State Silver Medal Champion.  Addi-
tional information is available at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music Boost-
ers website:
www.spfmusicboosters.org.

Come out to support this proud
Raider tradition, and stay to enjoy an
evening of food, fun and fantastic
musical performances!

FALL FEST...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Marching Band will host its 21st
Annual Marching Band Festival on September 21.

Photos Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
CONGRATS…The Township of Scotch Plains Council honored student athletes
from the 2018-19 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School spring season at the
Council Conference/Business Meeting on August 13 at Town Hall. JV Baseball,
Varsity Baseball, Varsity Volleyball, and Varsity Golf all won the Team County
Title. James Bagdonas was an individual county champion in golf. Ben Fleischer
won the County and North II Group IV Sectional Championship for the 3200.
Jacob Leigh won the County Title for the 400 m.

College News

WESTFIELD — Jack Fico, of
Westfield, earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Biomedical Engineering from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute of Troy,
New York in three years. Jack gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude, and was on
the Dean’s List every semester. He con-
tinues his studies in Biomedical Engi-
neering in their co-term program, to
earn his master’s degree in 2020.

Alexander Wendel
Named to Honor Roll

At Lawrence Tech.
WESTFIELD - Alexander Wendel,

of Westfield, has been named to the
Dean’s Honor Roll for the Fall 2018
and the Spring 2019 semesters at
Lawrence Technological University.
Mr. Wendel is majoring in Transporta-
tion Design. To be named to the honor
roll a student must maintain at least a
3.5 grade point average for the term.

Cranford School District  is Forming a
Stakeholder Committee for Reimagining

CRANFORD – In Superintendent
Scott Rubin’s welcome letter sent to
parents and guardians August 28, he
wrote “the District is forming a
communitywide stakeholder commit-
tee to meet in the fall to help plan the
next steps in the process. As you
know, we started the conversation
with the community approximately
10 months ago and it has been a
collaborative process, shaped largely
by the community, as it should be. We
have held several meetings, provided
many presentations, and engaged in
dialogue about what we as a commu-
nity may want to do to enhance the
school district. This initial conversa-
tion culminated in a survey.  I am glad
this is the pathway we took. There are
over 50 Districts that went out for a
referendum within the past year and
my understanding is that only one
district administered a survey to get
public opinion in advance of a refer-
endum. We are representatives and it
is so important that we collaborate
and partner with the community and
we greatly appreciate all who have
engaged in this conversation.” He
noted that 1,848 participants com-
pleted the survey and the full results
can be found on the district website.

“In general, the results indicate the
following:

71% of the community that re-
sponded supported the proposed en-
hancements and citizens would like
to vote on these proposed enhance-
ments separately from any potential
plan. These potential enhancements
include: update science labs (CHS),
modernize library / multi-media cen-

ters to support 21st Century STEM
programs, upgrade technology, en-
hance performing arts spaces, enhance
accessibility options, install AC in
gyms, cafeterias, and performing arts
spaces, upgrade electrical service (all
schools except for WAS which has
already been upgraded), replace inte-
rior doors including hardware, pav-
ing, masonry and concrete repairs,
and window replacements.

Plans 8 & 10 received the most
support. Both plans provide great
benefits to the school system and
neither includes additional busing.

Plan 8 (Full Day Kindergarten, adds
appropriate educational support
spaces, four K-5 schools, and two
dedicated 6-8 middle schools—one
on each side of town).

Plan 10 (Keeps schools as they are
currently zoned, adds Full Day Kin-
dergarten, and adds appropriate edu-
cational support spaces),” Mr. Rubin
wrote.

Cranford Schools to Add Fourth SRO,
Add More Safety and Security

CRANFORD — An additional Ju-
venile Detective, who has been cross-
trained as a School Resource Officer
(SRO), will be joining the District —
this brings the District total to four,
Superintendent Scott Rubin wrote in
an email to parents and guardians on
August 28.

“School safety audits were con-
ducted in partnership with local law
enforcement this summer. The au-
dits resulted in several enhancements
and upgrades at each school, includ-
ing the addition of external cameras
and improved lighting throughout
the District.

Two additional counselors have been
hired, one at Orange Avenue School
and one at Hillside Avenue School.

Cranford High School (CHS) is the
recipient of a competitive 3-year
grant, the Climate Transformation
Project, provided in partnership from
Rutgers University and the State De-
partment of Education. CHS joins
both Orange Avenue School and Hill-
side Avenue School, who won the
grant in 2018-2019 and are now in
year 2 of implementing this powerful
initiative.

CHS is the recipient of a grant from
the State Bar Foundation and the
Cranford Fund for Educational Ex-
cellence (CFEE), which will allow
the District to implement a Peer Me-
diation program at the High School
this year. The District will also be
providing additional conflict resolu-
tion lessons in grades, 4, 6, and 9.

The District is implementing its
first year of a Youth Mental Health
First Aid Program. Over the next few

years, all faculty will participate in an
8-hour course that teaches staff how
to help students who may be experi-
encing challenges in the areas of men-
tal health and substance use. The train-
ing helps individuals identify, under-
stand and respond to signs of addic-
tions and mental illnesses.

The District will be working to-
wards implementing Full Value, a
behavioral commitment that inspires
and encourages individuals to expect
the best from themselves and their
interactions with others. A small group
of teachers and students will go
through the training later in the year
with a larger rollout being planned
for next year.

Project Adventure will be infused
into the fitness curriculum, grades 6-
12. The initiative provides students
an opportunity to work cooperatively,
challenge themselves in a supportive
environment, improve self-esteem
and learn creative approaches to prob-
lem-solving. The fitness teachers have
already been trained in this instruc-
tional strategy and it will be rolled out
in grades K-5 in 2020-2021.

Students Taking Action Together
(STAT) is a program sponsored by
Rutgers University, Social-Emotional
and Character Development Lab,
which promotes programs that sup-
port students social-emotional
wellness. During the 2018-2019
school year, the social studies depart-
ment and business teachers received
training on the program, which has
since been integrated into grades K-
12 Social Studies curriculum and
business classes,” Mr. Rubin wrote.

Jack Fico Graduates
from RPI

Cranford to Send out
Survey on Engagement

CRANFORD -- As part of the
District’s goal to increase meaningful
stakeholder engagement to enhance
practices, structures and, ultimately,
student learning, the District will send
out a survey in the fall to gauge cur-
rent sentiments around engagement.
Responses will help inform the cre-
ation of a District Engagement Plan,
Superintendent Scott Rubin an-
nounced August 28 in a letter to par-
ents and guardians.

Devin Loh Earns
Dean’s List at Purchase

FANWOOD — Devin Loh, of
Fanwood, has been named to Pur-
chase College’s Dean’s List for the
spring 2019 semester. Mr. Loh is study-
ing Dance and Arts Management.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List,
students must carry a semester GPA of
3.5 for Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor
of Science programs and 3.75 for Bach-
elor of Fine Arts and Bachelor of Music
Performance programs. They must take
a minimum of 12 credits.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE

THAT PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION NO. 2019-279 ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD ON AUGUST 13, 2019. THE
UNDERSIGNED WILL EXPOSE FOR SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 14, 2019, IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 30:10-A-L, AT THE TIME
AND LOCATION SPECIFIED BELOW, THE FOLLOWING BICYCLES, WHICH CAME
INTO THE POSSESSION OF THE CRANFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT THROUGH
ABANDONMENT OR FAILURE OF OWNERS TO CLAIM SAME.

ALL BICYCLES ON THE FOLLOWING LIST ARE OFFERED IN STRICTLY “AS IS”
CONDITION, WITH NO REPRESENTATION AS TO CONDITION OR FITNESS FOR
ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE.

PURCHASE MUST BE MADE BY CASH OR CERTIFIED CHECK. A 10% DEPOSIT
MUST BE GIVEN AT TIME OF AUCTION.  BALANCE MUST BE PAID BY 12:00 PM THE
SAME DAY.

THE PUBLIC AUCTION SHALL BE HELD IN PURSUANCE OF, AND IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY PERTAINING THERETO.

MAKE MODEL SERIAL #
Fuji MX-150 IF6C0587
Murray Grand Mesa HL1106509
Shimano Genesis GS15120002
Giant XTC 09802
Schwinn Varsity DH109272
Mongoose Excursion SNFSD18085330
Mongoose N/A CM13K525542M004
Roadmaster Granite Peak SNFSD18U
Schwinn Caliente GG8150789
Magna Great Divide 857212
Huffy Stone Mountain 9199HUFFY26681
Schwinn Falcon SNFSD09F74012
Mongoose Ledge 2.1 SNFSD13J34554
Magna Glacier Point TD1089020547
Giant Boulder C61B7026
Roadmaster Granite Peak SNF5017HF2037
Next Power Climber 68026699
Schwinn Frontier P0FA58340
Razor Scooter N/A

THE ABOVE REFERENCED BICYCLES MAY BE EXAMINED AT THE CRANFORD
POLICE DEPARTMENT, 8 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE, CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY AT
8:15 A.M. SEPTEMBER 14, 2019. PUBLIC AUCTION WILL COMMENCE AT 8:30 A.M.

PATRICIA DONAHUE, R.M.C.
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 09/05/19, The Leader Fee: $76.50

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Rock Opera Chess Will Open
CDC Theatre’s 101st Season

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

It is bighearted, pleasantly pie-in-
the-sky save for some routine tumult
in the climax, and provides a good
service in dramatizing the realities of
living with the genetic disorder known
as Down syndrome. But my problem
as I viewed “The Peanut Butter Fal-
con” is that I was more fascinated by
the lead actor, Zack Gottsagen, than
by the story. You see, Mr. Gottsagen
does indeed have Down syndrome.
And his starring role in this Twain-
like adventure yarn about a man insti-
tutionalized because of his Down syn-
drome who takes it on the lam to
claim his destiny as a professional
wrestler, is no small watershed, either
for cinema or for others possessing
that third copy of chromosome 21.

Thus, in this accomplishment, Mr.
Gottsagen flourishes his acting chops
and more than tacitly assumes an un-
official ambassadorship. If a picture
is worth a thousand words, then this
feature-length film speaks educational
volumes about the disorder that is
ostensibly its cause-célèbre. Which
is why it is recommended here for
anyone who might benefit from a bit
of enlightenment and humanitarian
understanding. But that said, if an
actor with the usual amount of chro-
mosomes were to play Zak, the expe-
rience might be just as elucidating,
but hardly as intriguing.

As an analogous example, while
Dustin Hoffman wasn’t an autistic
savant like his title character in Rain
Man (1988) is controversially specu-
lated to be, the script and production
standards of director Barry Levinson’s
multi-award-winning film are superb.
And as such, it is both studiously
informative and highly entertaining,
albeit not groundbreaking. The unique
genuineness of The Peanut Butter
Falcon is apparent in every frame. It
is the proof of the pudding as Zack
exacts Zak…proving he can act.

And so, here’s the big however.
Writer-directors Tyler Nilson and
Michael Schwartz’s script isn’t espe-
cially novel, places a real-world prob-
lem in a semi-fantasy environment,
and alas, lacks the plot curveballs to
keep it from being crowd-pleasingly
predictable. Therefore, if put under
the microscope in a three-credit film
appreciation course at dear Olde Ivy
Film Criticism College, the conun-
drum to be mulled, written in big
letters on the blackboard by Profes-
sor Halberstadter, would be, “Is this
creative entertainment or progressive
civilization improvement?”

It is at very least the last. I mean,
c’mon. Have you read the news? We
need all the altruism we can get. It
wasn’t that long ago when folks with
Down syndrome and a bunch of other
disorders were randomly tossed into
bedlam-like facilities. The entertain-
ment value, therefore, which begs a
definition of the term itself, depends
in great part on how much of its
goodwill translates to amusement for
the individual viewer.

That said, there is an undeniable
magnetism achieved by the protago-
nist. Far-fetched or doable, who would
pooh-pooh the dream of a fellow trav-
eler the way the administrator at the
old-age home that constrains Zak
does? Even Dakota Johnson’s
Eleanor, the angelic social worker
directly in charge of Zak, while hu-
moring his Quixotic determination,
doesn’t believe for a second that he

The Peanut Butter Falcon
Wrestling with Bigotry

2 & 1/2 popcorns

could achieve his goal, let alone sur-
vive without supervision. Fact is, other
than his curmudgeonly but support-
ive senior-citizen roomie, Karl, splen-
didly etched in little more than a
cameo by Bruce Dern, no one takes
his visions of grappling glory seri-
ously. And quite frankly, we wonder
ourselves.

Yet if you choose to buy in, you’ll
agree that for every great passion,
fictional or real, there is an afflatus
just waiting to spur you on. All you
have to do is to be open enough in
heart and soul to accept them.

Hence it only follows that in what
becomes a road and river film after
Zak breaks loose, our would-be ring
hero crosses paths with and forms an
accommodation with the at-first-be-
grudging Tyler, a smalltime outlaw
smartly conjured by Shia LaBeouf.
Ah, nothing like roughing it in the
wild outdoors with a potential kin-
dred spirit: scrounging for food, swap-
ping stories, rationalizing your
lifestyle and fantasizing of great ex-
pectations. And if a pretty gal like
Eleanor, who’s been desperately hunt-
ing for her lost charge, adds a bit of
romantic interest to the bucolic scen-
ery, what’s not to like?

Adding to the potpourri of quirky
circumstances whenever literature ven-
tures a meditation on damaged and/or
lost souls who merge their destinies,
there is the idea of the imagined Shangri
la. In both The Big Street (1942), fea-
turing Lucille Ball in her greatest dra-
matic performance, and Midnight
Cowboy (1969), the panacea is the
healthful climes of Florida. Here, Zak’s
idea of nirvana is a bit north of there,
in the small southern town where Tho-
mas Haden Church’s Saltwater
Redneck runs his rassling academy.

Now, I won’t say if Zak ever gets to
meet his idol. Simply suffice it to note
that the lessons to be learned from
searching for life’s silver lining are all
perfunctorily in place. While brim-
ming with feel-good, no-holds-barred
sentiment, The Peanut Butter Falcon
is more edifying than artistic.

The Peanut Butter Falcon, rated
PG-13, is a Roadside Attractions re-
lease directed by Tyler Nilson and
Michael Schwartz and stars Zack
Gottsagen, Shia Le Boeuf and Dakota
Johnson. Running time: 93 minutes.

Open House Arts Training
At NJPAC Is Set for Sept. 7
NEWARK – On Saturday, Septem-

ber 7, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
NJPAC Center for Arts Education, lo-
cated at 24 Rector Street, prospective
students will have the opportunity to
meet faculty and take trial classes.

Students ages 10 through 18 can
spend the day with the NJPAC Center
for Arts Education and discover the
exciting opportunities offered. Prospec-
tive students will have the opportunity
to meet lead members of the faculty,
participate in trial classes, and register
for classes on-site.

The Open House trial classes in-
clude: Jazz for Teens Workshop, Hip
Hop Beatmaking Workshop, Hip Hop
Dance Workshop, Acting Workshop.

New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC), located in downtown New-

ark has the most diverse programming
and audience of any performing arts
center in the country, and is the artistic,
cultural, educational and civic center of
New Jersey–where great performances
and events enhance and transform lives
every day. NJPAC brings diverse com-
munities together, providing access to
all and showcasing the state’s and the
world’s best artists while acting as a
leading catalyst in the revitalization of
its home city. Through its extensive
Arts Education programs, NJPAC is
shaping the next generation of artists
and arts enthusiasts. NJPAC has at-
tracted more than 8 million visitors
(including over 1.6 million children)
since opening its doors in 1997, and
nurtures meaningful and lasting rela-
tionships with each of its constituents.

ARTS EDUCATION...NJPAC is having an open house where area kids ages 10-
18 can try out a class. Pictured above is a jazz class teens can give a try.

Scotch Plains Public Library’s Sunday
Sounds Continues with Danielle Illario

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Sunday,
September 8, at 2 p.m., local musi-
cian Danielle Illario will launch the
Scotch Plains Library fall season of
Sunday Sounds with a selection of
American Standard jazz, R&B, and
hip-hop. Ms. Illario can be found
performing across New York and New
Jersey, including the Blue Note,
Montclair Social Club, and the Capi-
tol Theater. She has written and re-
corded for multiple artists and cites
Nina Simone, Steely Dan, and Stevie
Wonder as her top influences.

No registration is required for this

CRANFORD — The 2019-20 sea-
son at CDC Theatre in Cranford will
open with the complex rock opera
Chess, with lyrics by Tim Rice and
music by Benny Andersson and Björn
Ulvaeus of ABBA fame. In the musi-
cal the ancient game becomes a meta-
phor for romantic rivalries, competi-
tive gamesmanship, super-power poli-
tics and international intrigues.

The pawns in the drama form a love
triangle: the loutish American chess
star, the earnest Russian champion and
the Hungarian American female assis-
tant who arrives at the match with the
American but falls for the Russian.
From Bangkok to Budapest, the play-
ers, lovers, politicians and spies ma-
nipulate and are manipulated to the
pulse of a monumental rock score that
includes the international pop hits “One
Night in Bangkok” and “I Know Him
So Well”.

“In addition to Chess being one of
the most beautiful musical scores ever
written, what excites me about the show
is that it is at once a historical represen-
tation of the Cold War and a very timely
exploration of US/Russia political rela-
tions given present day tensions,” said
Director Edgar Hidalgo. “CDC The-
atre is producing the original London
stage version of Chess, with the addi-
tion of “Someone Else’s Story” from
the Broadway production. We are ex-

cited to be presenting Chess in associa-
tion with the New Jersey City Univer-
sity (NJCU). Students and alumni of
NJCU are represented on-stage and in
the orchestra, and the university’s mu-
sical theatre and music departments are
providing support in other areas of the
production.”

The production will run from Fri-
day, September 27, through Satur-
day, October 12. Information on how
to get tickets can be found by visiting
cdctheatre.org, with the best selec-
tions and prices available online.

Men’s Ensemble Sings
Sept. 8 at Holy Trinity
WESTFIELD — Quorus, an all-male

vocal ensemble based out of the Balti-
more/D.C. metropolitan area, will give
a free performance at 7:30 p.m. Sun-
day, September 8, at Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church at 315 First Street.

Quorus is a men’s chamber ensemble
founded in 2014. They strive to present
choral music written for men’s voices
at a high level of proficiency and mu-
sicianship. Quorus is currently the en-
semble-in-residence at St. Joseph Ro-
man Catholic Church in Cockeysville,
Md., in partnership with Dr. Lynn
Trapp, director of Liturgy and Music.
A reception will follow the 7:30 p.m.
performance. Admission is free.

Continuo Arts Conservatory
Hosts Open House

AREA— How do you get to
Carnegie Hall and also travel the
world? Practice, Practice, Practice,
of course, but to take your first step at
performing on those iconic stages,
come to Continuo Arts Conservatory
on Monday, September 9, and Tues-
day, September 10, for open houses.

The Continuo Arts Symphonic
Chorus serves as the chorus in-resi-
dence at Carnegie Hall for the largest
production company, performing
twice last season under the direction
of Maestro John Rutter and
Continuo’s own Maestra Candace
Wicke.

The Continuo Arts Conservatory is
hosting open houses for singers of all
ages on September 9 and 10. The
schedule on Monday, September 9,
is: Seniors Sing from 10:30-11:30
a.m. and The Youth Choir of New
Jersey (High School Girls and Boys)
from 7:30-9:00 p.m. On Tuesday,
September 10, Children’s Choir of
New Jersey from 4:30-5:45 p.m.,
Youth Choir of New Jersey (Middle
School Girls and Boys) 5:30-7:00
p.m., Civic Chorale of New Jersey
(Adult Singers) 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Open houses take place at The
Continuo Arts Conservatory of Mu-
sic, 36 Chatham Road (rear entrance)
in Summit. These free sessions for

children through adults will offer an
opportunity to sing, meet other sing-
ers, learn about the choruses, and
enjoy refreshments together.

In addition to local concert series,
community outreach performances and
professional collaborations, Continuo
Arts offers unique musical and travel
experiences to its members. In July
they sang for the Disney Lion King
movie premiere launch and were fea-
tured artists at The International Festi-
val of the Aegean in five concerts
during a two-week residency in Syros
and Athens Greece. Previous interna-
tional appearances include tours in
Prague, Ireland, Italy and the historic
first concert inside the Sistine Chapel
by a United States organization.

The Continuo Arts Foundation is
committed to making a difference in
the lives of individuals, communities
and cultures through music. Support-
ing music education and musicians,
Continuo Arts offers New Jersey’s
most comprehensive
Intergenerational Choral Programs,
Broadway & Beyond Musical The-
ater Troupe, private and group music,
dance and theory lessons and pro-
duces The Minuetto Music Festival.
More information can be found at
www.continuoarts.com or by calling
(908) 264-5324.

MUSIC MAKES THE WORLD GO ’ROUND...The Continuo Arts Symphonic
Chorus is pictured in concert at the Apollo Theater, Syros, Greece in July 2019.
The two-week trip featured  Continuo Arts  in five concerts in The International
Festival of the Aegean, with Candace Wicke and Peter Tiboris  conducting.

Premiere Stages Seeks
Submissions to Play Festival
UNION – Premiere Stages, the pro-

fessional theatre company in resi-
dence at Kean University, is now ac-
cepting submissions for the 16th an-
nual Premiere Play Festival. This
yearly competition for unproduced
scripts offers developmental and pro-
duction opportunities to four play-
wrights with strong ties to the greater
metropolitan area (New Jersey, New
York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and
Delaware).

Premiere will accept submissions
September 1 through December 1,
2019, and select four finalists by early
March 2020; any submissions re-
ceived after this submission window
will not be considered. In an effort to
streamline the process and make it
more user-friendly, Premiere will ac-
cept all submissions electronically
through Submittable at https://
premierestagesatkean.submittable.com/
submit (this link is also available
through Premiere’s website). All four
finalists will receive developmental
readings, scheduled for March 12-
15, 2020, with a winner and runner-
up announced in April 2020. The
festival winner will be awarded a
$2,500 advance and receive a full
Equity production in the 2020
Mainstage Season; the runner-up will
receive $1,000 and an Equity 29-
hour staged reading June 19-21, 2020.
The two remaining finalists will each
receive an honorarium of $750. In
2019, Premiere Stages received 659
submissions to the Festival.

Through the uniquely accelerated
Play Festival process, Premiere Stages
provides an encouraging and highly
focused environment in which play-
wrights can develop their work. Pre-
miere Stages also actively advocates
for Festival writers by reaching out to
other theatres to secure subsequent pro-
ductions, and partnering with other or-
ganizations and theatres to extend the
profile and life of the works developed.

In the 15 seasons since its found-
ing, the Premiere Play Festival has
received over 5,000 submissions and
developed more than 80 plays. Mul-
tiple plays produced at Premiere have
been honored by the American The-
atre Critics Association, and/or been
published by Samuel French, Drama-
tists Play Service, Dramatic Publish-
ing Company, Playscripts and Broad-
way Play Publishing. A number of
Play Festival winners and finalists
have subsequently been produced in

New York and at regional theatres
across the country. To assist with the
expansion of the Festival, three new
literary staff are joining Premiere,
including Claudia Nolan, Literary
Associate, and Megan Tobias, Liter-
ary and Producing Assistant. The third
position, a new full-time Education
and Play Festival Manager, will be
hired in September.

“With the sharp increase in sub-
missions and expanded interest in the
Festival, the program is growing and
evolving,” stated John J. Wooten,
Producing Artistic Director and
founder of Premiere Stages. “We are
very excited to welcome Claudia and
Megan to the team and look forward
to the new manager joining us in
September.”

All 2020 Premiere Play Festival
entries will be evaluated by a panel of
theatre professionals in consultation
with Premiere artistic staff. Agents
and theatre professionals with an af-
filiation to Premiere Stages may sub-
mit full scripts; playwrights may sub-
mit a synopsis and script sample di-
rectly. There is no fee to enter the
competition. Complete submission
guidelines are available at http://
www.premierestagesatkean.com/
play-festival. Premiere Stages is com-
mitted to supporting a diverse group
of writers; playwrights of all back-
grounds, ages, and experience levels
are encouraged to submit. All en-
trants are encouraged to review Pre-
miere Stages’ production history,
which is also posted on the website.

Premiere Stages is committed to
producing topical plays and interac-
tive programs that reflect people of
all ethnic and racial backgrounds,
religious groups, gender identities,
ages, abilities, disabilities and sexual
preferences.

program.
For more information, go to

www.scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007 ext. 204 or stop by the Refer-
ence Desk.

The Scotch Plains Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of town.

Artists Invited to
Register for ‘Paint Out’

CRANFORD – Artists of all ages
and abilities are invited to register for
the Paint Out plein-air painintg event
in Cranford to take place Saturday,
September 21. The first 50 Commu-
nity Artists to register online will get
a special Paint Out tote bag filled
with complimentary goodies.

There are two categories to register
for: Young Artist (16 & under) and
Community Artist (17 & over). Young
Artists will each receive a prize. There
will be a judging for first, second and
third place for the Community Art-
ists.

The finished pieces will be on dis-
play and available for purchase at
Hanson Park, located on Springfield
Avenue, from 4 to 5 p.m. the same
day.

Artists of all ages and abilities are
invited to join. Find out how to regis-
ter online at
www.theartistframer.com. Online reg-
istration ends soon.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader
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New Jersey Festival Orchestra
Announces New 2019-2020 Season

WESTFIELD — The New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO), led by in-
ternationally acclaimed Music Direc-
tor David Wroe, has unveiled plans for
its 2019-2020 season. Audiences can
expect a series of dynamic musical
celebrations to rival anything in New
York City and beyond and an exciting
roster of favorite and new guest artists.

Cited by the Star Ledger as “the
leading professional freelance sym-
phony orchestra in New Jersey,” New
Jersey Festival Orchestra is known for
its adventurous subscription seasons,

innovative programming, popular con-
certs near and far, a rousing New Year’s
Eve celebration, as well as education
and music therapy programs.

“NJ Festival Orchestra is back by
demand and we are eagerly anticipat-
ing our exciting new season,” com-
mented Maestro Wroe. “It’s a series
of eclectic concerts that often have an
exciting, disparate repertoire centered
around a tangible theme.”

In March, for example, two operatic
legends come together for the first
time as Wagner’s monumental drama

Die Walkure (Act 1) meets the tragic
pathos of Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci in a
program titled “The ultimate Odd
Couple.” A cast of internationally ac-
claimed guest performers assembled
from Maestro Wroe’s extensive con-
tacts in European and American opera
houses joins NJFO to present these
two magnificent operatic staples--an
unlikely couple united by the tragedy
and trauma of forbidden love.

The new season also showcases
highly anticipated appearances by a
series of international guest perform-
ers, including Chinese cellist Jiapeng
Nie, Met. Opera tenor and UK native
Barry Banks, with (according to Mae-
stro Wroe) “the best high C in the
business” and internationally ac-
claimed pianist Andrew Tyson.

The season begins dramatically on
October 5 at 7 p.m. in Westfield with
Invitation to the Waltz, a program of
much-loved works by Johan Strauss,
Richard Strauss, Tchaikovsky and
more. Come hear how these renowned
composers, and internationally ac-
claimed cellist Jiapeng Nie, each
handle the three-beat phenomenon.

Audiences are invited to welcome
in the holiday season with some of
New Jersey’s most popular holiday
traditions. In December, NJFO pre-
sents The Three Holiday Tenors, fea-
turing a selection of renowned tenor
fare, symphonic pops, and winter-
time favorites guaranteed to make the
season merry and bright.

The holiday festivities continue on
New Year’s Eve, as NJFO’s quintes-
sential celebration promises a superb
revue of Broadway classics in glori-
ous symphonic splendor. Come join
the festivities as Dance Theatre of

NEW SEASON…New Jersey Festival Orchestra, led by Music Director David
Wroe, has announced a 2019-2020 season of classics and special events for
Westfield and beyond starting October 5 in Westfield and October 6 in Madison.

Harlem’s Da’von Doane and friends
join Maestro David Wroe and Broad-
way soloists to swing to favorites
from America’s Great Songbook.

The 2019-2020 the NJFO season
comes to a glorious conclusion with
Russian Nights featuring works by
Rimsky-Korsakov, Rachmaninoff and
more. Internationally acclaimed pia-
nist Andrew Tyson joins NJFO to
present the thrilling centerpiece of
the program: Rachmaninoff ’s
unassailably epic Concerto No. 2,
surely one of the most powerful works
in the entire piano repertoire.

Concerts will take place on Saturday
evenings in Westfield and Sunday af-
ternoons at Drew University in Madi-
son. Watch for NJFO at other locations
throughout New Jersey and beyond.

On October 8, NJFO returns to
Carnegie Hall in a partnership with
internationally renowned Spanish re-
cording artist Raphael Sanchez–
known to the world simply as
“Raphael”--for his acclaimed
ReSinfonico Tour 2019. Other fea-
tured performances will take place at
Lincoln Center, New Brunswick and

Somerset Counties, offering an eclec-
tic mix of classical and Broadway as
NJFO accompanies other stars from
the popular genre including Celtic
Women, Mannheim Steamroller, Irish
Tenors and more.

Commented NJFO Board Presi-
dent Keith S. Hertell, “Our beloved
NJ Festival Orchestra has once again
created a superb season with new
experiences and lots of surprises. I,
for one, can’t wait for the new season
to begin right here in Westfield on
Saturday, October 5th.”

Tickets to NJFO concerts, starting
at $30 (students $15), are on sale now.
Discounted ticket packages, saving
concertgoers up to 20 percent over
regular prices, are also available. Single
tickets and “mix and match” packages
may be purchased by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400. Avoid all
ticket fees and handling charges by
purchasing single tickets or discount
packages online at
njfestivalorchestra.org. For further in-
formation call (908) 232 9400, go to
www.njfestivlaorchestra.org, or visit
NJFO on Facebook and Instagram.

Lana Liddy-LaPadura of Fanwood
Exhibits Collection of Paintings

graduating, Ms. Liddy-
LaPadura continued in the
field of arts working off-
Broadway, in television
productions, and teaching
Communications courses
for higher education.

In 2001, she switched
gears and began a journey
of the soul. As her focus
moved inward, Ms. Liddy-
LaPadura became a
teacher of yoga, medita-
tion and wellness prac-
tices. It was during one Art
through Yoga class where
she reconnected with her
love of painting. Ms.
Liddy-LaPadura said of
her work, “Now several

years later, I continue to use move-
ment, medium and mood to push
forth colorful stories on my can-
vases. I believe that my often vibrant
and emotionally charged paintings
are born ironically from a place of
quiet stillness.”

Ms. Liddy-LaPadura’s artwork has
been on display in local galleries and
exhibits throughout New Jersey. In
2018 she received the “Judges
Choice Award” at the RP Loves
ARTS Festival in New Jersey and
most recently had her work selected
for the prestigious NJ Gaelen Juried
Art show. Ms. Liddy-LaPadura of-
ten paints in nature or out of her
studio “Below Gallery” within her
happy home in Fanwood, where she
resides with her wife and daughter.

To see more of her artwork, visit
www.lanaliddylapadura.com or fol-
low her on Instagram
@lana.liddylapadura.

For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery, please contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at (908) 558-
2550 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
NJ Relay users can dial 711.

COUNTY –Lana Liddy-LaPadura,
of Fanwood, exhibiting a collection of
her paintings entitled “Suburban” in the
gallery space at the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
located at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth,
until October 19. Gallery hours are
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

“We are pleased to have Lana
Liddy-LaPadura’s work on display,”
said Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski. “Ms. Liddy-LaPadura is
a gifted abstract painter who ex-
presses emotion through vibrant
color and form.”

Lana Liddy-LaPadura is a self-
taught painter and visual artist who
studied film at SUNY Purchase and
completed an intensive certificate pro-
gram at the NY Film Academy. Upon

~continued~ NJFO Announces 2019-20 Season
“Paradox” by Lana Liddy-LaPadura
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HAHN, MANVILLE, MARTIN BRING EXPERIENCE, TALENT ON OFFENSE AND DEFENSE

SPF Raider Gridders to Host Holy Cross on September 7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Confidence building has been
the number-one objective of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Head Coach Austin
Holman when he grabbed the
reins of the football team this

season and the strategy seems
to be working out. Players are
beginning to understand the
mechanics of their positions and
a number of multi-sport athletes,
who skipped playing football in
the past, are now attracted to
the program.

“We are focusing on all three
phases of the game, defense,
offense and special teams. Tack-
ling was one of the key things
that we said we need to go into
this off-season. That’s why we
are doing a lot of tackling. We
are doing a lot of live tackling
and we are doing a lot of things
from the ground up where we
are really working the technique.
We are putting safety precau-
tions in there with the safety

packs that we wear for practice
every day so the kids are com-
fortable and they are going after
it a little more,” Coach Holman
pointed out.

Last year the Raiders had a
number of juniors and sopho-
mores on the defense and even a
freshman starter, so experience
was basically at a minimum.
Holman looks to senior Bryant
Cadet to line up at nose tackle.
Also in the line would be sopho-
more Mike Banic, who played
varsity last year, and juniors Liam

Mahr and Kenny Yeager. Junior
Jack Manville returns as the
middle linebacker with outside
linebackers being junior Alex
Werkheiser and sophomore
Isaiah Nathaniel, and junior
Christian Piesch at strong line-
backer. At the corners will be
senior Jake Hahn and junior
Marshall Young. Senior Justin
Clark is expected to be the strong
safety and junior Shawn Martin
will be at free safety.

“We do formation adjustments.
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We are really heavy on our tech-
nique and we are making sure we
are always lined up correctly. We
are really drilling that into their
heads because part of the game
is just using your eyes and set-
ting in the correct position so you
can go out there and perform
well. If you are not in the right
position, not using the proper
technique, normally you are not
successful,” cautioned Coach
Holman. “It all comes to confi-
dence. Tackling comes through
confidence. Once you do all those
things, then you can put together
a pretty solid defense.”

Manville has acquired additional
responsibilities.

“Jack Manville is definitely our
guy on defense as a Mike [middle]
linebacker. He’s tough. He asks a
lot of questions. We always laugh
at Jack because he asks so many
questions but he’s learning, he’s
getting better. Jack knows how

everybody is supposed to line up.
That’s part of the job. Get every-
body set in the correct spots,”
Coach Holman explained.

Offensively, Manville will be at
center, Banic and Werkheiser, along
with sophomore Tom Schmidt, are
expected to fill the guard positions,
while Yeager, Mahr and senior Nick
John will be at the tackle positions.
Hahn and junior Hayden Widder
have been vying for the quarter-
back position.

“Everybody is in competition.
Hahn and Widder are our most
balanced for that position. Hahn
is an interesting guy because if
he’s not playing quarterback, I
will put him at a position for us to
be successful as well,” Coach
Holman revealed.

Widder has proven ability since
he was a valuable member of the
baseball and basketball teams.

“My whole thing when I got
here was I want ball players and

he’s a ball player. He took a year
off football and he’s relearning
the ins and outs of it once again.
He’s a point guard, a really good
baseball player, he’s got a strong
arm. He’s got to bring all those
skills onto the football field. If he
brings all his leadership skills,
other kids will follow,” Coach
Holman said.

Nathaniel will line up at tight
end, Piesch will be at wide re-
ceiver and senior Camden Ricci
will be at flanker. Martin will be
the tailback and senior Charlie
Levine will be at fullback.

“We call ourselves a power
spread. We spread the field but
we also have the ability to run the
ball effectively using multiple
people touching the ball. I call it
basketball on grass. Everybody
gets a touch, everybody gets an
opportunity. We want to be able
to make sure defense can’t just
focus on one guy. They have to

focus on all of us,” Coach Holman
explained.

Special team play can make or
break a successful outing. One big
play can shift the momentum of a
game in a flash. Piesch is expected
to handle all the kicking responsi-
bilities. Martin and Levine will re-
ceive the punts and kickoffs.

“I always pay very close atten-
tion to special teams. We want to
be aggressive, although while
being aggressive, being smart. I
don’t use it as a way where you
can lose the game from it, more
as if you can win the game from
it. We want to return kicks for
touchdowns. That’s the mental-
ity,” Coach Holman expressed.
“When they are kicking the ball,
that’s a chance for us to score a
touchdown. We want to even
possibly block kicks. If you do
good things on special teams,
your percentage of winning the
game is increased.”

In a recent quad scrimmage at
AL Johnson in Clark featuring
Pascack Hills and Verona, the
Raiders did show some promise
on both sides of the ball but there
is still more refinement needed.

“It’s a new offense, it’s a new
defense, so for the next few
weeks, we got to do our assign-
ments better,” Coach Holman
commented.

The Raiders will be tested right
off the bat when they open their
season at home against Holy
Cross this Saturday, September
7, at 1 p.m.

“We only had eight regular sea-
son games. I wanted to have
nine. I reached out to some
people. Holy Cross wanted it also.
I felt they are going to be a very
tough opponent for us but it would
be a good opportunity and it’s a
good way to start the season
because we have a home game,”
Coach Holman concluded.

more photos next page
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WF Devilfish Have Record Breaking Long Course Season
The Westfield Area YMCA Dev-

ilfish completed their 2019 Long
Course season with multiple
record breaking swims. With daily
early morning practices split be-
tween two pools for the first time,
with the 12Us at Memorial Pool
and 13+ at Mountainside Com-
munity Pool, the swimmers were
able to maximize their practice
time and earn strong finishes at
many meets.

As previously reported, The
Westfield “Y” Devilfish started
the long course season swim-
ming at The SVY LC Cup Champi-
onship meet, swum at Princeton
University June 14-16 and wit-
nessed 11 new records attained
by the participating athletes.

New individual records were
set by Seth Camacho (15-18 Boys
400 Free – 4:25.10 and 400IM –
4:56.38), Josh Cetin (10U Boys
50 Free – 32.16, 100 Free –
1:11.77, 50 fly – 34.47 and 100
Fly – 1:23.53), Emily Constable
(13-14 Girls 100 Breast – 1:15.87
and 200 Breast – 2:41.96),
Lauren Lane (13-14 Girls 200
Free – 2:17.42, 100 Back –
1:09.41 and 200 Back – 2:28.77).
In addition, the 13-14 Boys 200
Free Relay team of Colin
Kavanagh, Patrick Miller, Chris-
tian Tedesco and Will Crall set a
new mark, coming in at 1:51.49.

Two weeks later the Devilfish
swam at the BAC Friday Night
Races on June 28 at the Berkeley
Aquatic Club in New Providence.
Josh Cetin broke the 9/10 100
free record with a time of 1:11.51.

Top 8 finishes: Seth Camacho
(boys 15+) 100 back (3rd), 100
free (3rd); Joseph Casiere (boys
8U) 50 fly (1st), 100 free (4th);
Josh Cetin (boys 9/10) 100 free
(1st), 50 fly (1st), 100 back
(2nd); Chris Cheng (boys 15+)
50 fly (8th); Will Crall (boys 13/
14) 100 free (3rd), 100 back
(5th), 50 fly (7th); Isabella
Giacobbe (girls 13/14) 100 back
(8th);

Luca Giacobbe (boys 8U) 100

free (1st), 50 fly (3rd); Emma
Heinze (girls 15+) 100 back
(3rd), 100 free (5th), 50 fly (7th);
Charlie Jeckell (boys 11/12) 100
back (4th), 100 free (5th); Viv
Jeckell (girls 15+) 100 free (2nd)
50 fly (2nd); Colin Kavanagh
(boys 13/14) 100 back (1st),
100 free (1st), 50 fly (1st);
Marcelina Krowinska (girls 15+)
100 free (3rd), 100 back (8th);
Lauren Lane (girls 13/14) 100
back (2nd), 100 free (3rd);

Sofia Leonetti (girls 15+) 100
back (4th), 100 free (7th); Clare
Logan (girls 13/14) 100 back
(1st) 100 free (2nd); Erin
McKinney (girls 15+) 50 fly (3rd),
100 free (4th), 100 back (6th);
Patrick Miller (boys 13/14) 100
back (2nd), 50 fly (5th), 100 free
(7th); Archie Mtsituri (boys 11/
12) 50 fly (8th); Catherine Ritter
(girls 11/12) 100 free (3rd), 100
back (4th), 50 fly (8th); Allen
Sahraoui (boys 9/10) 100 free
(8th); Carsen Sharkey (boys
15+) 100 back (7th); Logan
Swenson (boys 11/12) 50 fly
(2nd), 100 free (3rd), 100 back
(5th); Matt Swenson (boys 15+)
50 fly (3rd), 100 back (4th), 100
free (4th); Jack Young (boys 15+)
50 fly (6th).

The next stop was the FSPY
June Classic on June 22 hosted
by The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA. This was a short course
meet swum by our 12Us looking
to get ahead with times for the
fall. Congratulations to Ajay
Bastianpillai, Josh Cetin, Emma
Crall, Ted Crall, Emelia Dengler,
Nora Ferreira, Kaylie Gao, Ava
Gaspard, Alex Giangone, Gemma
Giordano, Charlie Jeckell,
Catherine Kavanagh, Jane
Kavanagh, Diego Lowe, Archie
Mtsituri, Catherine Ritter, Eliza-
beth Ritter, Allen Sahraoui, Lo-
gan Swenson, Sela Tedesco,
Madeline Yong and Wes Young
for a great meet.

The Devilfish next swam at the
MR LIAC Summer Fun Invita-
tional in East Meadow, NY from

June 28-30. Josh Cetin broke
three of his own records for boys
9/10 (50 free – 32.15, 100 fly –
1:19.35, 100 free – 1:11.10)
and a new individual record was
set by Clare Logan (girls 13/14
50 free – 28.27).

Top-8 finishes: Josh Cetin
(boys 9/10) 50 free (2nd), 100
fly (3rd), 100 free (4th), 100
back (7th); Kaylie Gao (girls 9/
10) 100 fly (5th); Viv Jeckell
(girls 15+) 50 free (4th), 200
free (7th); Colin Kavanagh (boys
13/14) 100 back (1st), 100 breast
(3rd), 200 free (4th); Sofia
Leonetti (girls 15+) 100 breast
(3rd); Clare Logan (girls 13/14)
100 back (1st), 50 free (1st);
Matt London (boys 15+) 50 free
(2nd); Catherine Ritter (girls 11/
12) 50 back (7th), 50 free (8th);
Christian Tedesco (boys 13/14)
100 breast (2nd) 100 back (3rd).

The HACY Long Course Silver/
Bronze Championships were held
in Princeton from July 12-14.
Top-8 Devilfish: Abby Bebel
(girls 13-14) 200 breast (3rd),
50 free (6th), 200 free (6th);
Seth Camacho (boys 15+) 200IM
(4th), 100 fly (6th); Ted Crall
(boys 11-12) 50 breast (7th);
Will Crall (boys 13-14) 400 free
(2nd); Caitlin Farago (girls 13-
14) 100 back (1st), 200 back
(8th); Michael Fisher (boys 11-
12) 200 IM (4th);

KaylieGao (girls 10U) 200 free
(3rd), 200IM (4th), 50 breast
(8th); Alex Giangone (boys 10U)
200 free (2nd), 100 free (3rd),
50 free (7th); Emma Heinze (girls
15+) 200 free (5th), 200 breast
(6th); William Heinze (boys 13-
14) 200 back (4th); Charlie
Jeckell (boys 11-12) 50 breast
(1st), 50 back (2nd), 100 back
(2nd), 200 breast (3rd), 200 free
(4th), 50 free (7th), 100 free
(7th), 100 breast (7th); Viv
Jeckell (girls 15+) 200 free (4th),
100 back (8th); Sarah Kennedy
(girls 13-14) 100 free (5th);

Marcelina Krowinska (girls
15+) 200 breast (4th), 100 breast

(5th); Lauren Lane (girls 13-14)
800 free (1st), 50 free (2nd),
100 free (2nd), 100 fly (3rd);
Sofia Leonetti (girls 15+) 200
back (7th); Erin McAndrew (girls
15+) 200 free (3rd), 100 free
(5th), 100 back (5th), 50 free
(7th); Erin McKinney (girls 15+)
50 free (3rd), 100 breast (4th),
100 free (8th), 200 breast (8th);
Patrick Miller (boys 13-14) 100
free (8th); Jonathan Peterson
(boys 10U) 50 back (2nd);

Catherine Ritter (girls 11-12)
200 free (1st), 100 back (2nd),
200 back (2nd), 50 back (4th);
Allen Sahraoui (boys 10U) 50
free (5th), 100 free (7th), 50 fly
(8th); Carsen Sharkey (boys
15U) 200 fly (8th); Logan
Swenson (boys 11-12) 100 back
(5th); Matt Swenson (boys 15+)
100 back (4th); Christian Tedesco
(boys 13-14) 100 free (1st);
Bridget Thomas (girls 15+) 200
IM (4th), 100 fly (8th); Nathan
Welsh (boys 13-14) 200 breast
8th.

On July 16, the younger Devil-
fish swam another short course
meet this time at the Summit
YMCA. Top-8 Devilfish: Josh
Cetin (boys 12U) 50 fly (1st), 50
back (3rd) and (boys 13U) 100IM
(5th); Emma Crall (girls 9+) 100
fly (8th); Ted Crall (boys 12U) 50
breast (3rd), 50 fly (3rd); Emelia
Dengler (girls13U) 100IM (5th);
Kaylie Gao (girls 12U) 50 breast
(8th) and (girls 9+) 200IM (8th);
Isabella Giacobbe (girls 9+) 100
back (4th); Charlie Jeckell (boys
9+) 100 back (7th) and (male
open) 100 free (8th); Ben
Nematadzira (boys 13U) 100IM
(7th) and (boys 9+) 100 fly (7th);
Will Sullivan (male open) 100
free (7th) and (boys 9+) 200IM
(1st); Lindsay Trela (girls 9+)
100 fly (7th).

The Speedo Sectionals hosted
by Scarlet Aquatics was held at
Rutgers University from July 18-
21. There were several new Dev-
ilfish records obtained: Abby
McKinney (Female Open – 100

fly – 104.96, 200IM – 2:29.95);
Matt Swenson (Male Open 1,500
free – 17:37.69); Bridget Tho-
mas (Female Open – 200 free –
2:09.94, 400 free – 4:31.62 af-
ter breaking it previously in pre-
liminaries). Congratulations go
out to Clare Logan, Abby
McKinney and Bridget Thomas
for making finals and to Henry
Brown, Clare Logan, Matt Lon-
don, Julia McGann, Abby
McKinney, Matt Swenson, Bridget
Thomas and Barney Veres for
qualifying for this highly com-
petitive meet.

The NJ Long Course Junior
Olympics were held from July 25
through July 28 at Rutgers Uni-
versity. More records were
toppled at this highly competi-
tive meet. Josh Cetin broke three
of his own records (boys 10U –
100 free – 1:10.86, 50 fly –
34.06, 100 fly 1:17.53) and swam
one new individual record (boys
10U 200IM – 2:58.07); Colin
Kavanagh (boys 13/14 – 100
free 57.64, 200 free – 2:08.03);
Sofia Leonetti (girls 15+ – 100
breast – 1:19.86); Clare Logan
(girls 13/14 – 50 free – 27.41,
100 free 1 .62, 200 free –
2:14.27, 100 back – 107.98);
Matt Swenson (boys 15+ – 800
free – 9:20.69).

Top-8 finishes: Josh Cetin
(boys 9/10) 50 fly (2nd), 100 fly
(2nd), 50 free (4th), 100 free
(6th), 50 back (6th), 200IM (8th);
Colin Kavanagh (boys 13/14) 100
free (4th), 200 free (7th); Sofia
Leonetti (girls 15+) 100 breast
(3rd); Clare Logan (girls 13/14)
100 back (1st), 50 free (2nd),
100 free (4th), 200 free (7th).

To finish off the season, the
YMCA National meet was held
July 30 through August 3 at the
University of Maryland. Congratu-
lations to Henry Brown, Viv
Jeckell, Lauren Lane, Sofia
Leonetti, Julia McGann, Abby
McKinney and Bridget Thomas
for qualifying and competing
there.
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It’s great to see everyone to-
night, and I hope you all enjoyed
these final days of summer.

CROSSING GUARDS/
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

As we welcome all students
back to school this week, now is
a good time to re-emphasize
safety on our roads. I want to
thank Chief Battiloro for writing a
very helpful Letter to the Editor
last week that detailed what his
department is doing to help pro-
mote pedestrian safety with the
beginning of a new school year.
One of those measures is an
enhanced speed limit enforce-
ment initiative throughout Town,
which this Council fully supports,
and is being announced with full
transparency so that there are
no surprises when the tickets
start getting issued with more
frequency.

In his letter – which you can
find on our website – the Chief
also addressed the new crossing
guard program at length. Given
some of the concerns raised at
our last meeting, I want to just
spend a few minutes on this.

As a reminder, Westfield has
more than 50 crossing guard
posts, which is a very robust
program for a municipality of our
size. Recruiting for and keeping
these posts filled every day meant
that, increasingly, police officers
were serving as crossing guards

– significantly impacting our of-
ficers’ ability to respond to actual
emergencies, and also preclud-
ing them from conducting traffic
and parking enforcement during
those times of day when our
streets are their busiest, which
created significant public safety
concerns.

As a result, the Town contracted
on a one-year, trial basis with All
City Management Services
(ACMS) to oversee the manage-
ment of the crossing guard pro-
gram. ACMS successfully man-
ages some 6,000 crossing guards
in 25 states, and brings more
than 30 years of experience to
our program. This allows the
Westfield Police Department to
refocus its efforts on its key law
enforcement priorities while also
providing our crossing guards
with the dedicated support and
expertise to help them succeed.

We are grateful for the ongo-
ing dedication of our crossing
guards to keeping our children
safe, and think of many of them
as family. Please know that all
those who wished to continue in
the crossing guard program un-
der ACMS remain assigned to
their previous posts. All will re-
ceive pay raises, new equipment,
more robust training, and addi-
tional benefits such as paid snow
days.

What we should not expect is

for them to direct traffic, which is
not part of their responsibilities,
and it never has been , but many
felt an obligation to do so in
highly trafficked crossings. To
ensure a smooth transition and
assess potential need, Chief
Battiloro has committed to hav-
ing officers present in some of
our busier intersections as the
school year gets underway, and
we ask the public for their pa-
tience and flexibility during this
time.

CAR THEFTS
I’ll cover one more item re-

lated to the police, and that’s the
issue of car burglaries and thefts
we continue to see. In the vast
majority of these instances in
the past year, the cars have been
unlocked, some with the keys
inside. Please secure your cars!
This problem is hitting nearby
communities as well – it’s not
exclusive to Westfield. But as
long as we continue to make our
town an easy target, we cannot
be surprised that this criminal
activity continues. Our police our
doing their part, but they cannot
be on every street at all times;
we all need to do our part as well
to secure our property.

DOWNTOWN
Shifting gears, I want to talk

about several significant an-
nouncements affecting our down-
town. As you know, we were all

surprised by the sudden closing
of our beloved Rialto Theater. No
one was more surprised than the
property owner when the tenant
vacated the building without any
advance notice. To reiterate, the
property has not been sold, and
was closed as the result of a legal
dispute between New Vision and
Rialto Properties. I have spent
many hours speaking with both
parties about the current state of
their litigation and also about the
near and long-term possibilities
for the theater. I am encouraged
by the property owner’s concern
and commitment to reimagining
what is possible, similar to what
he enabled with his other prop-
erty, the Bellevue Theater in
Montclair, which is going through
a significant transformation be-
fore reopening as a movie/per-
formance arts space.

I also want to thank the nu-
merous residents who have
reached out with constructive,
innovative suggestions about
what we can do to save this icon
of our downtown and offering
their support and assistance. I
am keeping all of these contacts
in a file, so that once we get more
clarity regarding the litigation
and potential next steps, we can
immediately form a coordinated
group effort to assess all of our
options. I can promise you that
all options are on the table, and

I will do whatever is in my au-
thority to ensure that the Rialto
will remain a staple of our down-
town for generations to come.

We also learned that the Lord
and Taylor brand was purchased
by LeTote, a move that came as
no surprise to me based upon my
numerous conversations with
executives from Lord and Taylor’s
parent company, Hudson’s Bay
Company, who continue to own
the property. I believe that this is
a very positive development, and
an encouraging combination of
old retail and the new economy.
While the initial agreement is for
two years, I am confident that
Hudson’s Bay will be a transfor

mative investor in our town
and remain committed to being
long term partners and collabo-
rators.

There has also been a leader-
ship change at the DWC which
Councilwoman Mackey will be
addressing as the Council liaison
to the DWC.

MASTER PLAN/PARKS PLAN
Thank you to everyone who

provided input on our Master
Plan Reexamination and our Stra-
tegic Parks Plans. I have said
from the beginning that these
plans will only be as good as the
feedback we receive, and I’m
thrilled by the significant thought-
ful, candid input that so many
residents provided.
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To ensure all stakeholders are
engaged, next week I am host-
ing a forum for all of our Down-
town property owners for the
consultant to provide them an
update on the status of our Mas-
ter Plan and get their input. The
surveys for both are now closed,
and in total, we received over
65,000 responses on the Master
Plan survey and more than
40,000 responses on the Parks
survey – in addition to four well-
attended public workshops.

The public is invited to attend a
Master Plan meeting on the
evening of October 2 to hear
directly from our Master Plan
consultants about the feedback
that has been received, and po-
tential recommendations. There
will also be a public meeting for
the Parks Plan next month which
is in the process of being sched-
uled. More details on both will be
forthcoming shortly.

WELLNESS CAMPAIGN
I’m pleased to announce the

establishment of a Mayor’s
Wellness Campaign (MWC) Com-
mittee, co-chaired by Stacey
Weinman and Sam Tooley. The
Mayor’s Wellness Campaign is a
state led initiative that enables
municipalities to gain accredita-
tion if certain wellness criteria
are met, which encompasses the
mental, physical, special needs,
and seniors communities. Since
we are already doing so much in
these areas, it only made sense
to earn the accreditation which
opens up several grant opportu-

nities. Thanks to Sam and Stacy
for taking this on.

WESTFIELD 300 ANNIVER-
SARY

I’m also pleased to announce
the formation of the Westfield
300 Anniversary Celebration
Steering Committee, comprised
of representatives from the Town,
various civic organizations and
the clergy, which will be Co-
Chaired by Barbara Burton from
the Westfield Historical Society,
and Robert Wendel, our Town
Historian. The first meeting will
be held next week where the
many Westfield 300 logo sub-
missions will be reviewed, and
subcommittees will be deter-
mined to take the lead on
fundraising, events, marketing/
communications, finance and
more. We will need a significant
number of volunteers to lend
their time and talent so be on the
lookout for opportunities to sign
up in the near future.

EVENTS
It was a great summer for Down-

town events – from Second Sun-
days to the fabulous attendance
at Sweet Sounds every Tuesday.
We have received a tremendous
amount of positive feedback about
closing Quimby to cars for these
events, and will certainly continue
with that approach as much as
possible. Don’t forget the Farmer’s
Market continues every Saturday
through November, and we also
have the first Night of Lights 5K
this Sunday evening in Tamaques
Park, the Y’s Fun Run for Everyone

on September 15, the DWC’s Fall
Fashion Show this Sunday at the
Ward Mansion, and the first-ever
Cultural Diversity Fair to be held in
Mindowaskin Park on September
14, also sponsored by the County
and Coldwell Banker. And of course,
the Chamber will host FestiFall
downtown on September 22. Lots
of fall fun in store for everyone!

TONIGHT’S AGENDA
Continuing with our Year of the

Pedestrian initiative, I’m thrilled
that the Council will vote tonight
on an ordinance changing the
traffic requirements of two chal-
lenging intersections: Mountain/
Lawrence and North/West
Dudley, enabling both to change
from yield to a required stop.

Also in the realm of public
safety, we’ll vote on resolutions
to authorize the purchase of a
new police vehicle as well as a
replacement fire engine.

We’ll also vote on the estab-
lishment of a Public Arts Council,
which will pave the way for a
more coordinated and compre-
hensive approach to utilizing art
in the Town’s public space.

9/11 MEMORIAL CER-
EMONY

Finally, I’d like to remind ev-
eryone that the Town will hold its
annual 9/11 remembrance cer-
emony next Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m. at the memorial, where
the program will include remarks
from local clergy, the presenta-
tion of a ceremonial wreath, and
a time for silent reflection by the
community to remember those

we lost on that fateful day.
I would also like to extend my

well wishes to everyone heading
back to school. Have a great year
and please stay safe!

 Once again I must reply to a
letter posted in The Leader, dated
August 29th, by Patricia
Quattrocchi.

  In her opening paragraph the
writer expressed her “fear” for
our country for the first time in
her life.   Welcome to the club, as
I have been fearful for almost
three years now.  Her concern is
that Democratic Presidential can-
didates are to blame, as they will
change the country, and it will
never be as it was again.  This
fear has already been realized
under the Trump administration!!

   The writer chastises the can-
didates for “jumping on the ole
bandwagon “, as to the changes
they propose in the name of
progress and betterment of our
nation. Perhaps she has blinders
on, as I have yet to hear of any
significant GOP divergence on
ANY policy proposals made by
your fearless leader in the past
2-3 years!  Where are the discus-
sions and debates on policies???
It seems that members of the
GOP must tow the Trump line, or
lose backing from the party.
Democracy at it’s finest!!

   The “cringe-
worthy”performances you state,
at fairs and town halls by these
candidates, is known as running

Letter to the Editor
for office. I guess you have missed
the President as he conducts his
“rallies”?? Truly “cringe- worthy”
displays.

   As to the different candidates
and their proposals, I ask you
where are the Republican candi-
dates and their proposals?? Are
you ALL agreement with the Presi-
dent?? No room for debating his
plans for our nation? Sounds very
scary to me.

    Tearing down the free press,
casting doubt on our intelligence
agencies, losing the counsel of
respected military leaders does
not give you pause??

   I don’t want your guns. But
military-style weapons have no
business in civilian hands, on
that there should be no debate!
I need to register my car, and
pass a test to drive it, as well as
insure it, gun owners should be
required to do the same.

   If you have time, please make
a point of reading, not just listen-
ing,  to  every side before you
spout the Trump-party line.

As for this writer, I would vote
for any one of the Democratic
candidates (except DeBlasio)
come November 2020!

Christine Calhoun
Cranford
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