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Freeholder Issue $1.4 Mil.
In Open Space Fund Grants

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders gave out $1.4 million in
three grants to municipalities and his-
torical societies last Thursday.

Twenty towns were awarded
$999,697 in Kids Recreation Trust
Fund grants for parks and recreation
facility improvements, 18 municipali-
ties received Greening Union County
grants totaling $102,072 for planting
new trees, and nine historic sites were
given a total of $303,315 for renova-
tion projects. All of the grants were
paid out of the county’s Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund.

Westfield received $52,400 from
the Kids Recreation Trust Fund that
will be used for a new playground at
Sycamore Field as well as engineer-
ing and surveying services at
Tamaques Reservation. In addition,
the town received $5,000 that will
used to plant 40 trees.

Cranford was awarded $46,000
from the Kids Recreation Trust which
Mayor Patrick Giblin said will be
used for resurfacing basketball courts.
The township also garnered $4,500
to plant 46 trees for the Greening
Union County Grant. The Cranford
Historical Society was awarded
$2,500 from the Preserve Union
County grant for exterior painting at
the Crane-Phillips House.

Garwood was awarded a $16,000
recreation grant that will be used for
a ballstop system at the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Center as well
as $5,000 for planting trees.

Fanwood received $40,000 from
the Kids Recreation Trust for improve-
ments at Forest Road Park, $1,322 to
plant four trees and $2,000 from the
Preserve Union County grant program
for repairing and refinishing wood
floors at the Fanwood Carriage House.

Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
said the recreation grant will be used
for new playground facilities and dug-
outs at Forest Road Park.

Mountainside garnered $31,000 for
improvements to softball and base-
ball fields and dugouts at Deerfield
Elementary School and resurfacing
of the Echo Brook tennis courts and
realignment of the courts for
pickleball, according to Mayor Paul
Mirabelli. New Providence received
a $40,000 recreation grant to resur-
face the borough’s tennis courts, and
$2,500 to plant 20 trees.

Scotch Plains was awarded $63,000
that will be used to upgrade basket-
ball courts at Kramer Manor Park,
$3,750 to plant 25 trees and $85,000
that will go towards exterior and struc-
tural renovations at the Frazee House.
Andrew Calamaras of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club said the
restoration project began in 2005 and
is expected to be completed in an-
other four or five years. The renova-
tion project has been sponsored by
Rotary Club.

“It really looks pretty good,” Mr.
Calamaras said of Frazee House reno-
vations to date.

Berkeley Heights received $43,000
to be used for improvements to the drain-
age system at Columbia Park and $3,000
to plant 10 trees. Berkeley Heights also
received $85,000 for improvements to
the Littell-Lord Farmstead.

“This is the first time we are going
to be able to make some significant
improvements on that historical site
in a very long time,” said Mayor
Angie Devanney, who noted Berke-
ley Heights recently adopted an ordi-
nance creating an historical preserva-
tion committee.

Clark received $42,000 from the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund and
$3,500 from Greening Union County,
the latter of which will be used to
plant 50 trees. The recreation grant
will be used for improvements at the
town’s Little League field.

Kenilworth was awarded $48,000
from the Kids Recreation Trust to be
used to fix up the borough’s 16th
Street Park and $3,000 from Green-
ing Union County to plant 30 trees.
Another $21,000 was awarded to the
Nitschke House in Kenilworth to re-
store the attic to create additional
archival space and expand the
museum’s exhibition center.

New Providence received a
$40,000 recreation grant to resurface
the borough’s tennis courts and $2,500
to plant 20 trees; Springfield was
awarded $30,000 for playground
equipment and $5,000 to plant 33
trees and Summit garnered $62,000
for track resurfacing at Tatlock Sports
Complex and $13,000 to plant 90
trees.

Preserving Union County grants
were also awarded as follows:
$30,000 to Merchant Drovers Tavern
in Rahway for exterior renovations;
$19,715 to restore glazing of
Robinson window panels at the
Plainfield Arts, Culture and Educa-
tion Center; $45,000 to the DuCret
School of Art in Plainfield for resto-
ration of the front porch, and $10,000
to the Reeves-Reed Arboretum for
restoration of stone stairs behind the
Wisner House.

During public comments, Bruce
Paterson of Garwood commented on
a news reports of allegations made by
Linden Mayor Derek Armstead that
State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), in his role as munici-
pal prosecutor in Linden where he
resides, missed nearly half the court
sessions in 2018 and was dismissed
by the mayor in January. Mr. Scutari,
the chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, serves as chairman of the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee.

“This is giving us a black eye here,
not only a black eye for Union County
but a black eye for our county Demo-
cratic Party,” Mr. Paterson said, ask-
ing the freeholders to urge Mr. Scutari
to resign as chair of the Democratic
Committee. “It makes us Democrats
look bad.”

Responding to Mr. Paterson, Free-
holder Sergio Granados said, “We
are not here to comment on
allegations...We are also not going to
be getting involved in the political
issues that are taking place in Lin-
den.” He called Sen. Scutari “a cham-
pion for the residents of his district.”

Freeholder Chris Hudak, a Linden
resident, said Sen. Scutari “has a long
and extinguished public career.” He
called the Linden document refer-
enced in reports a “trumped up BS
document which was really a politi-
cal hit job” that was released “really
just to embarrass the Senator.” He
said he would “welcome the City of
Linden to look into that sham.”

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
called the Senator a “admirable, ca-
pable, professional, distinguished
public servant.”

He said the allegations are “based
on a disagreement with the (Linden)
mayor of that city.”

“You can stand up on a roof top and
shout it but that doesn’t mean its
true,” Freeholder Mirabella said.

LEADER IN FLORENCE...Mark and Megan Parmelee hold a copy of  The
Westfield Leader on top of the Duomo in Florence, Italy. Mr. Parmelee is a
candidate for Westfield Town Council, Ward 2.

Statement From Mark Parmelee

Bodmer’s Reason for Not Attending
Cands. Debate Is A Fabrication

Letters to the Editor Garwood Addresses Article
On Drinking Water Quality

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
addressed Thursday’s council meet-
ing concerning a recent news article
that raised concerns about local drink-
ing water quality.

Mayor Todisco said article’s find-
ings were published by a lobbyist
group called the Environmental Work-
ing Group (EWG).

“Although I have doubts as to the
accuracy of the article, I immediately
reached out to the appropriate agen-
cies and organizations to find out if
there were concerns for residents,”
Mayor Todisco said.

Upon Mayor Todisco’s request,
New Jersey American Water’s water
quality manager and field operations
manager will be attending the next
council meeting on Thursday, No-
vember 14. New Jersey American
Water representatives will answer
residents questions while addressing
EWG’s claims within the article,
stated Mayor Todisco.

In a written correspondence to
Garwood’s leadership, New Jersey
American Water stated that water
quality and safety is “taken very seri-
ously.”

“Our treatment processes ensure
our systems meet or surpass all cur-
rent EPA and NJ DEP standards for
safe drinking water,” according TO
New Jersey’s American Water’s writ-
ten correspondence to the borough
council.

Previously, the compounds listed
in the EWG report were reported by
New Jersey American Water to New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP).

“Most are disinfectants by prod-
ucts, which result from the disinfec-
tion process, and we meet all regula-
tory standards for these,” New Jersey
American Water stated. They said
any remaining compounds are in the
source water at levels far below rec-
ognized drinking standards.

In addition, Garwood received
feedback from the NJDEP after the
EWG assertions were forwarded to
the NJDEP, stated Mayor Todisco.

In a written correspondence to
Garwood, the NJDEP stated that
EWG uses “their own health guide-
lines for contaminants.”

The guidelines are standards de-
veloped by the State of California,
based on the latest science, for many
contaminants found in water supplies,
as well as options for Americans who
want to reduce contaminants, accord-
ing to the NJDEP written correspon-
dence.

The NJDEP stated that the infor-
mation presented in EWG’s database
could appear “contradictory” to
Drinking Water Watch because the
EWG published guidelines includes
water quality data collected as part of
the EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant

Rule.
“It could also illustrate that your

system (New Jersey American Wa-
ter) has an exceedance for a contami-
nant, but the exceedance is based on
their own (EWG) health-based guide-
lines and not an existing maximum
contaminant level (MCL),” accord-
ing to the NJDEP correspondence.

Councilman Sean Benoit said resi-
dents should “urge caution” when
interpreting EWG’s reports or find-
ings. Mr. Benoit said after conduct-
ing a due diligence he discovered
EWG is a “D.C.” registered lobby
group.

Mr. Benoit said he discovered nu-
merous EWG research and organiza-
tional criticisms. He said EWG trade-
marks over 100 products “deemed
safe” which businesses must pay
trademarking fees for an EWG desig-
nation.

The unanimous concession
amongst all council members was the
borough should investigate the asser-
tions further while not accepting the
EWG findings blindly. Mayor Todisco
said a further inquiry will begin with
the NJ American Water representa-
tives at the November meeting, stated
Mayor Todisco.

In other business, Mayor Todisco
presented Lauren O’Brien with a proc-
lamation recognizing Ms. O’Brien’s
efforts in establishing the first New
Jersey METAvivor chapter.
METAvivor is a metastatic breast can-
cer awareness organization promot-
ing awareness while bolstering meta-
static breast cancer research funding
resources.

Ms. O’Brien stated that her friend,
Scotch Plains resident Tami Eagle
Bowling, and her have established
the New Jersey chapter to raise aware-
ness to a disease kills 115 people per
day. Ms. O’Brien said metastatic
breast cancer is the “number one
killer” for women under 40 years old.

Ms. Bowling is a metastatic breast
cancer survivor who benefit from a
medication, which was approved the
year Ms. Bowling was diagnosed,
stated Ms. O’Brien. She said the
average life expectancy for an indi-
vidual with METAstatic is 26
months.

Only two to five percent of re-
search funding is available to stage-4
medications and patients, stated Ms.
O’Brien. Thirty 30 percent of cancer
patients who eradicate cancer initially
will be diagnosed with a stage-4 can-
cer.

Metastatic breast cancer is defined
as a cancer which spreads from the
breast tissue often into the lungs or
brain, explained Ms. O’Brien. Re-
cently, Ms. O’Brien and Ms. Bowling
traveled to Washington, D.C. to sup-
port legislation which would provide
stage-4 cancer patients with “better
access to insurance,” Ms. O’Brien
said.

On October 21, 2019 The Westfield
Leader sponsored a Town Council Can-
didates Forum at the town hall. All candi-
dates attended except Rich Bodmer, the
Republican candidate for Ward 2. I
thought your readership would appreci-
ate some of the back story on his absence.

During email negotiations between the
Democratic Committee, the Republican
Committee and The Westfield Leader
staff, Mr. Bodmer had stated he was
unable to attend, as he was out of town on
business. He was then offered eight alter-
nate dates to debate the Democratic Ward
2 candidate, Mark Parmelee, but Bodmer
declined stating he was out of town on all
dates. However, Bodmer has since stated
in a published letter to the editor October
24 and in a one-page proxy statement,
that he did not attend the debate because
of a perceived conspiracy theory that the
local Democrats have been paying people,
locally and nationally to smear Westfield
Republican candidate’s campaigns. As
the secretary of the Westfield Democratic
Committee, I assure you this is a fabrica-
tion. If this theory was true, then why did
the other three Republican candidates
attend the debate? For Mr. Bodmer to
request an apology from the Mayor and
WDC is ludicrous. In fact, I am surprised
The Westfield Leader would print such a
letter to the editor, after being part of the
negotiating process and witnessing
Bodmer’s shifting excuses for not attend-
ing. Truth and accuracy are the founda-
tion of journalistic fairness in these situ-
ations.

Further, during the negotiations be-
tween the committees and The Leader,

the Republican representatives were con-
cerned about “decorum,” stating they
wanted to set rules for behavior of the
audience. Republicans proposed training
a camera on the audience “for the benefit
of decorum” as they were “planning for
the worst behavior.” Ironically, once the
debate was underway, it was the Repub-
lican candidate, Councilman Mark
LoGrippo, who breached decorum in
confronting Mayor Shelley Brindle, who
happened to be seated in the front row.
Not just once, but on two occasions he
looked at her and asked in a confronta-
tional tone from the dais, “Mayor Brindle
are you making faces while I am speak-
ing?” Mayor Brindle had turned around
both times to someone whose cell phone
had repeatedly vibrated and had asked
them to politely “shush.” The second
time Councilman LoGrippo said this to
her, you can hear Mayor Brindle respond,
“I was shushing them to be quiet.” You
can also hear the audience react with a
murmur. I witnessed this as I was stand-
ing along the wall. Why was this behavior
not reported in the article about the coun-
cil candidates’ debate? If a Democratic
candidate had done that, many of us feel
that it would have been reported by The
Leader.

In the course of the debate decorum
was breached, but ironically by Republi-
cans candidates.

Sharon Stockwell,
Westfield Democratic Committee –

Secretary
Ward 1, District 1 Committeewoman

Statement From Robert Benacchio
Walking door-to-door since spring, the

most important thing I’ve learned is that
behind the doors of the homes in Ward 1
live some of the most honest, hard-work-
ing, family-oriented and generous people
you’ll ever meet. Some have been kind
enough to support my campaign through
donations, walking our neighborhoods
with me, and hosting events. For that, I’ll
be forever grateful. The decision to run
for office – for me –is about helping these
same friends and neighbors by taking
responsibility for our town and the fami-
lies who live here. I want to make sure
their tax dollars are spent on the things
they should be. That they feel safe com-
ing home and letting their kids out to
play. That our kids want to do what so
many others who grew up in Westfield
have: come back home to raise their own
families.

I’ve unfortunately learned a lot about
negativity. There is no justification, no
exception for engaging in the same be-
havior that our schools work hard to
eliminate from the character of our chil-
dren. Our residents have real concerns
and cares; having met so many of them, I
can say with certainty that they do not
care to see this behavior any longer. If
you want that sort of thing in your gov-
ernment, you’ve unfortunately got plenty
of options. If you’re tired of it and want
local politics to be about what it should –
neighbor helping neighbor – then I’d
love to have your vote.

Finally, I’ve learned enough about the
challenges we face as a town to see them
in a different light: as possibilities. Yes,
we have empty stores downtown. I see

them as places reserved for the new busi-
nesses that will make Westfield an ex-
ample of Downtown success in a new era.
We will do this through incentives to
tenants, a home and Downtown business
referral network, and modernized park-
ing that uses solar panels to provide
weather protection, power for lighting
and charging stations, and power to spot
sensors that will let shoppers know the
location of available spots through a new
downtown app. We don’t have the fields
we need for our kids. But we have a plan
on the shelf – one formulated with the
input of sports leagues, recreation com-
mission and yes, residents. We can put it
in place now as part of a larger planning
process so that our kids can play their
home games at home. As the only one of
the candidates with actual experience on
a Planning or Zoning Board, I’m looking
forward to being part of that process with
your vote. And while it is unfortunate we
have become targets of theft, we can use
that an opportunity to build a real neigh-
borhood network that will bring us closer
together as a community.

These ideas have all sorts of detractors
and naysayers, and that’s ok – that’s how
most successes come about. Working to-
gether, we’ll push past negativity and
make local government about what my
kids think it is: public service for the
benefit of community. If you agree, please
trust me with your vote, and put me to
work.

Robert Benacchio (R)
Candidate for Westfield Council,

Ward 1

My wife Megan and I fell in love with
this town when we first drove here from
New York City 21 years ago. That same
day, we bought the first house we saw
right here in Ward 2—four kids and a dog
later, we couldn’t imagine living any-
where else.

I’ve always felt lucky to live in a town
like Westfield, and there’s one experi-
ence that sums up why:

We’d been living here for just a few
weeks. I was walking the mile from my
house to Westfield Station, this day in the
rain, when Saul Heitner pulled up next to
me. We’d never met, but he was heading
to the train too and offered me a lift. What
began as one simple act of neighborly
kindness, turned into years of rides when-
ever he saw me walking, and a friendship
that has continued ever since.

In those five-minute car rides, Saul
convinced me to do the Washington
School Show, the school’s largest PTO
fundraiser, which I performed in for 13
years. The experience introduced us to
neighbors who became great friends, es-
tablished our sense of community, and
made Westfield truly feel like home. That
morning in the rain, I knew I made the
right decision moving here. Saul’s basic
generosity is emblematic of the strength
of character and community that makes

Westfield such a great place to live.
Professionally, I have 23 years of ex-

perience as an attorney. I’m a partner in a
global law firm, where I work as a secu-
rities litigator. Prior to that, I was a pros-
ecutor in the Manhattan District
Attorney’s office for almost seven years.
My work has taught me to be critically
analytical and evaluative. I need to un-
derstand the weaknesses of my cases in
order to fairly evaluate the strengths.

Westfield now has a thought-out, well-
planned vision for success, with repre-
sentatives who are actually proactive,
creative, responsive and transparent, and
demonstrate a strong commitment to fis-
cal responsibility. As your Councilman,
I’ll work to solve our most long-standing
challenges and to seize our greatest op-
portunities.

This community has given me and my
family so much. And now couldn’t be a
better time to give back to the community
I love so much. Be sure to get out and vote
on Tuesday, November 5. To contact or
learn more, email
mark@westfieldtogether.com or visit
parmeleeforward2.com.

Mark Parmelee (D)
Candidate for Westfield Town

Council, Ward 2

Waste Recycling Program
Generates Bio-Energy

WESTFIELD — Westfield will be
launching Union County’s first FREE
food waste recycling program its Con-
servation Center on November 1. This
program will allow Union County resi-
dents to bring food waste of any kind to
the Center – instead of throwing it away
in the garbage – so that it can then be
turned into bio-fuel to help power the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.

“I’m so pleased to see the Westfield
Green Team, DPW (Department of Pub-
lic Works), and Waste Management
partnering on this innovative program
to tap into alternative energy sources
while addressing the issue of food
waste,” Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle said. “We’re proud to be the
first municipality in the county to par-
ticipate.”

Residents can bring any type of food
waste to the Conservation Center, where
a dedicated bin for food waste that self-
seals will be set up near the recycling
sheds. All types of food waste are ac-
ceptable including vegetables, fruits,
meats, seafood (except shells), dairy
and grains. Food waste can be deliv-
ered to the bin in any type of packaging

excluding glass containers and black
plastic bags.

This program is being launched in
partnership with Waste Management, a
leader in converting food waste into a
bio-fuel that creates green energy.

“Westfield’s food waste will be
turned into a bio-fuel in the co-diges-
tion plant at the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority,” said Arielle Bernard,
organics sales manager at Waste
Management’s food waste processing
plant in Elizabeth. “Our plant removes
contaminants from the food waste and
creates an ‘energy shake’ that helps
increase the production of clean natu-
ral gas. The gas then turns into electric-
ity that is used to power the authority’s
treatment process.” Ms. Bernard said
the RVSA has a goal of using bio-fuel
to generate 100 percent of its electric-
ity.

This program was developed by
Westfield’s Green Team and the
Westfield DPW in partnership with
Waste Management.

For more information on the
Westfield Green Team, please visit
www.westfieldnj.gov/green.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF NEW TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE MEETING TIME

Please take notice that the Township
Committee Workshop Meeting sched-
uled for Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at
7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, has been resched-
uled to begin at 6:00 p.m. Formal Ac-
tion may be taken at this meeting.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

2 T - 10/31/19
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Statement From Jim Boyes
I come from an Irish Catholic family,

and am one of eight. I met my wife Maria
in high school and we married after gradu-
ating college. When it was time to start a
family, we chose Westfield.

In 1989, we purchased a two-family
house close to Downtown. Built in the
late 1800s, it was neglected and needed a
lot of work. We rented out the upstairs for
the first 10 years while renovating and
eventually, little by little, with a lot of
sweat equity, we were able to restore it
back to a single-family home. Most week-
ends, you can still find me working on it.
We love our home and feel fortunate to
have raised our three children here.

Through the years, I’ve coached youth
sports, served on the Mayor’s Parking
Advisory Committee, currently serve on
the Westfield Green Team, and volunteer
with Ward 1 Community Connect. I’ve
enjoyed serving this community and trea-
sure the friendships I’ve made as a result.

Professionally, I’m an environmental
engineer and currently work as a risk
specialist for an insurance company. I
trust science, seek fact-based solutions,
and work to identify, evaluate and miti-
gate risks. Risk management is central to
what I do for a living and is essential to
any organization, whether it be a Fortune
500 Company or a mid-sized municipal-

ity in New Jersey. I know my skills can
assist the town as it works to revitalize
our business district and remain fiscally
sound.

I believe that proactive leadership,
coupled with the foresight to map out a
vision, will allow Westfield to plan for a
successful future. With the upcoming
adoption and implementation of the Mas-
ter Plan, it’s critical to have smart, inde-
pendent and fair-minded individuals on
the town council. As your councilman,
I’ll work to address your specific issues
and to formulate solutions to the larger,
underlying systemic causes of them.

I am running because I want my chil-
dren to return to a community that I
helped strengthen. Which is why, as your
Ward 1 Councilman, I pledge to be acces-
sible, to listen and act upon your thoughts
and concerns, to always be ethical, and to
focus on what moves our town forward.

I humbly ask for your vote on Tuesday,
November 5.

To contact or learn more, email
jim@westfieldtogether.com or visit
boyesforward1.com.

Jim Boyes  (D)
Westfield Town Council Candidate,

Ward 1

Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Appointed in Westfield  Schools

Sean McArthur

WESTFIELD — At its October
15 meeting, the Board of Education
approved the ap-
pointment of Sean
McArthur as Super-
visor of Buildings
and Grounds for the
Westfield Public
School District, ef-
fective January 1,
2020. Mr. McArthur
succeeds Michael
Morris, who will re-
tire on December 31
after 25 years of ser-
vice.

“Mr. McArthur has
extensive experience
in landscaping, facili-
ties management, and
maintenance,” said
Business Administra-
tor Dana Sullivan. “We look forward
to welcoming him to the district in
January.”

Mr. McArthur currently serves
as Educational Facilities Manager
in Lacey Township Public Schools,
where he supervises 57 custodial,
maintenance and grounds person-
nel,  maintains al l  buildings,
grounds, and athletic fields, coor-

dinates inclement weather re-
sponses, oversees on-demand

projects and
the repair and
purchase of
e q u i p m e n t ,
and works
closely with
a d m i n i s t r a -
t ion,  archi-
tects and engi-
neers on larger
projects.

Prior  to
working in
Lacey Town-
ship,  Mr.
McArthur was
facilities man-
ager with the
Aramark Cor-
poration and

operations foreman/budget man-
ager in the East Brunswick School
District.

“I really appreciate the opportu-
nity to join this wonderful school
district,” Mr. McArthur told board
members upon his approval, adding
that he understands and takes very
seriously the importance of the posi-
tion.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 19-15-S

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING THE OPEN
SPACE, RECREATION,
FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION,
AND FARMLAND AND HIS-
TORIC PRESERVATION
TRUST FUND PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 40:12-5.7.

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 21, 2019.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
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