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CR’s WILLIAMS, TEEL; WF’s ‘DOBO’, WEINSTEIN SCORE

Blue Devil Rally Ties Cougars
For Share of UCT Soccer Title

By QT RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seemingly a one-way street in fa-
vor of top-seeded Cranford in the first
half, after a few crucial adjustments
the arrow quickly pointed in the op-
posite direction in favor of the third-
seeded Westfield High School girls
soccer team in the second half of the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship game at AL Johnson
High School in Clark on October 25.
The result was a 2-2 tie in regulation
followed by two scoreless overtime
periods and a share of the UCT crown.

“County finals! This is a game you
expect. Our entire game plan was shot
after the first 12 minutes. Cranford
came out with more energy. It took us
the entire half to realize that Hey! We
can stick with these girls. At halftime,
I said, ‘You get one, we are back in it.’
We moved things around. We moved
[Sofia] Carayannopoulos and Faith
[Dobosiewicz] to the middle. So we
had our two captains in the middle to
give us some energy, give us some lift.
We need to go after this game. Maybe
we lose 3-0, if we lose 4-0, but if we
get one, the momentum is going to

swing,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt explained.

In just over three minutes of the
first half, Cougar co-captain Maggie
Murray brought the ball down the
right side and crossed a shot into the
box where junior Kirsten Williams
got a head on the ball to give Cranford
a 1-0 lead with 36:45 on the clock.
Seven minutes later, Murray launched
a corner kick from the right into a box
where a scramble took place but se-
nior Laurel Tell got to it first to up the
lead to 2-0.

SHAPIRO HOOKS UP WITH ROONEY FOR GAME WINNER

Blue Devils Sideline P-Burg
With 20-14 Overtime Victory

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PHILLIPSBURG – No matter what
happens the rest of this season, this
was a game the players and fans will
be talking about for years, maybe
even decades, to come. This was one
to tell the grandkids about, to rehash
in bars at reunions. Last Friday night
was the time a wounded WHS foot-
ball team went out to Phillipsburg
and, on Senior Night, before a packed
house at Maloney Stadium, knocked
off the unbeaten Stateliners, 20-14 …
AND in overtime, no less.

Westfield had its share of heroes on
both sides of the ball.

Quarterback Hank Shapiro com-
pleted a school record 25 passes – in
just 29 attempts – for 290 yards and

three touchdowns.
Split end Griffin Rooney had a school

record 14 catches for  a school record
217 yards and a pair of touchdowns –
the tying score with 2:14 left in regula-
tion and the winning score in OT.

And the defense, which played a 5-
3-3 instead of the normal 4-4-3, was
gigantic all night.

Where to begin? Let’s start at the
end.

With six minutes to play it was a 7-
7 game. The Stateliners (7-1) had
scored with 1:33 left in the half on a
17-yard pass from Ben Ries to Bobby
Coury. But the Devils tied it with 0:41
on the clock following a 70-yard
march that featured a 45-yard pass to
Rooney and a 25-yard scoring strike
to Nick Martini.

Phillipsburg seemed to break the
Blue Devils’ collective backs when
quarterback Ben Ries hit passes of 9,
34 and 17 yards for a first down at the
WHS one-yard line. Isaiah Craighead
scored untouched and the ’Liners had
a 14-7 lead with 6:00 on the clock.

But the Devils delivered in the
clutch again, despite allowing a sack
and suffering a 10-yard holding pen-
alty, storming 75 yards downfield.
Shapiro connected with Rooney six
times during the drive – plus one
completion to Trey Constantinou –
the last one for 15 yards and a touch-
down with 2:14 left. Mack Prybylski
booted the tying PAT with the help of
a nice spot by holder Aidan Scheper.

It was the senior quarterback’s sec-
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WIDDER, ROBINSON TD RUNS; MARTIN TD RECEPTION

Raider Gridders Win Fourth;
Nip Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since 2014 the previous Scotch
Plains-Fanwood football team had not
won a regular-season game. The only
games that were won during that
drought were consolations. However
the “New Raiders” managed to hold
off the Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20, at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on Octo-
ber 26 to earn their fourth win and
even their record at 4-4.

“It’s just great! You are part of the
change turning the culture around and
being the team that gets it done. It
gives you a real confidence boost and
helps you win games,”  junior line-
man Kenny Yeager said.

“I love winning. No matter what the
score is this program has changed at
an insane rate. I think it’s all coach
[Austin] Holman, who is bringing the
energy, giving it to us and we are just
doing it on the field,” junior quarter-
back Hayden Widder said.

“I think this is the way football
should be played. I have been with

this program last year. It’s a complete
180 with everyone’s thoughts on the
season and how we approach every
game. When we win games, it makes
football more fun,” junior linebacker
Jack Manville added.

“They are an excellent coached
team. They got a Hall of Famer in
coach Perotti. They got a lot of jew-
elry over there and do a good job,”
Raider Head Coach Austin Holman
said of Plainfield. “But our kids are
getting coached pretty well right now
too. My assistants have done an awe-
some job. They made some great ad-
justments. We came out firing and the
kids finished and they played hard.”

Widder, who carried five times for
11 yards, including a one-yard touch-
down run, completed eight of 13
passes for 70 yards, which included a
32-yard screen pass to junior Shawn
Martin, who took it to the end zone.
Martin also carried 20 times for 70
yards. Sophomore running back An-
thony Robinson gobbled up 57 yards,
including a 14-yard touchdown run,

on seven carries. Senior quarterback
Jake Hahn threw a 36-yard strike to
junior wide receiver Christian Piesch.

The Raider defense was also keep-
ing the Cardinals in check, especially
early in the game. Sophomore safety
Matt Power recorded seven tackles.
Senior lineman Nick John and Yeager
(1 sack) each recorded five tackles.
Sophomore linebacker Isaiah
Nathaniel recorded five tackles and
Robinson recovered a fumble.

After a squib kick bounced out of
bounds, the Raiders got possession at
their own 44 then proceeded to march
56 yards to pay dirt on 12 running
plays when Widder slipped in from
the one with 6:46 left in the first
quarter. Akin Akinwunmi kicked the
point after for a 7-0 lead.

Early in the second quarter the Raid-
ers doubled their lead to 14-0 using
just three plays. On the second play,
Widder limped to the sideline with an
apparent cramp. In came Hahn at quar-
terback. He then fooled them all with
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Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAULING IN THE GAME WINNER...Blue Devil Griffin Rooney, No. 17, hauls in the game-winning pass from quarterback
Hank Shapiro in overtime to sideline the State Liners, 20-14, in Phillipsburg on October 25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTENSE ACTION NEAR THE GOAL..Blue Devil Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 17, and Cougar Zoe Trotta, No. 1, try to get their
heads on the ball, while the rest of the Blue Devils and Cougars scramble for position near the Westfield goal.

more photos at goleader.com
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO GROUND A CARDINAL..Raider Christian Piesch, No. 10, with Tom Schmidt, No. 73, and Liam Mahr, No.
79, begin to bring down a Plainfield Cardinal running back at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on October 26.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A LINER FROM BEHIND...Blue Devil defensive lineman Matt O’Connor, No. 52, nails a State Liner running
back hiding behind his blockers.


