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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Fucivorous – Eating or subsisting

on seaweed
2. Incogitativity – Without the power

of thought
3. Tureen – A large deep dish with a lid
4. Tufa – A porous limestone formed

by deposits from springs and streams

EREMACAUSIS
1. A slow combustion or oxidation of

organic matter in the presence of air and
water

2. Skilled in questioning or interroga-
tion

3. An increase in red blood corpuscles
in the fetus

4. Explosive discharge of vomit
TRUMEAU

1. A marsh at a river’s mouth
2. An eyepatch
3. A pillar which supports the arch of a

double door or opening
4. A wine glass used by sixteenth cen-

tury French aristocracy
CYESIOLOGY

1. The branch of physiology that deals
with pregnancy

2. The study of organisms existing in
marshes and swamps

3. The branch of medicine dealing with
diseases in birds, especially geese

4. The study of the mating habits of
penguins

INFUNDIBULIFORM
1. Grooved or rutty
2. Elliptical in form
3. Having the shape of a funnel
4. Having no form or shape

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Sexist and Outdated
I’m a Westfield resident and a busi-

ness owner. I believe I may have
advertised in the past with the Leader
many years ago but I can’t be sure.

I was looking at the online pages
and was disturbed to see an “ad” for
advertising on the Leader - the busi-
ness card with the drawing of a man
that says “businessmen like him use
the Leader/Times to target their mar-
ket. Do you?”

It’s a sexist/ outdated ad. Please
update and respond.

Cheryl Altman
Westfield

Opinion Versus Fact
Re “Dems Are Screaming With Made

Up Scandals, Imaginary Whistleblowers”
(Letter published Oct. 24). In response to
this letter, I am reminded of the famous
line attributed to the late Senator from
New York, Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
who said “Everyone is entitled to his own
opinion, but not his own set of facts.”

In his letter, Mr. Kurdyla writes about
“imaginary whistleblowers.” In fact, the
whistleblower’s report was received by
Michael Atkinson, the Inspector General
(IG) of the Intelligence Community in
August. After a review of the complaint,
Atkinson concluded that the report was
“credible” and “of urgent concern.”
Atkinson was nominated to the IG posi-
tion by President Trump and confirmed
by the Senate.

Mr. Kurdyla also states that the Presi-
dent “enjoys the support of a vast major-
ity of Americans.” In fact, according to
Gallup, the President’s highest approval
rating to date was 46 percent, achieved in
April of this year.

Marvin Kaplan
Westfield

DWC Was Politically Hacked
On Its Social Media Account

Last evening (October 26), an unau-
thorized individual gained access to the
Downtown Westfield (DWC)Twitter ac-
count and posted a political statement
which was shared on Facebook. These
messages were meant to appear coming
from the DWC.

No employee of the DWC posted the
message or was involved in instigating
this activity.

We find it wholly inappropriate and
despicable that someone highjacked the
DWC social media platforms which are

meant for the sole purpose of promoting
and supporting Downtown Westfield and
the business community.

The matter is being investigated and
we ask the public not to engage in the
online discussions. The DWC profes-
sional staff and dedicated volunteers who
serve on the board and committees are
committed to Downtown Westfield and
are appalled by these activities.

Kathleen Miller Prunty
DWC Executive Director

The Whistle Blower Is Real,
Not A Fake Impeachment Scandal

Mr. Kurdyla (Letter, October 24) be-
lieves Democrats have made up an im-
peachment scandal. But the whistle blower
is real, not fake, and the facts are crystal
clear. The President ran a personal for-
eign policy campaign, outside of proper
diplomatic channels, to suborn a foreign
power dependent on our support, to gain
political advantage in the 2020 election.

Hardly the first time Mr. [President]
Trump has appealed for overseas assis-
tance in his campaigns. Those who ask
favors of outside powers to intervene in
our elections diminish our democracy.

George Washington could not have
made it any clearer in his farewell ad-
dress: “against the insidious wiles of for-
eign influence, the jealousy of a free
people ought to be constantly awake,
since history and experience prove that
foreign influence is one of the most bane-
ful foes of republican government.”

The President’s behavior is the proper
subject of an impeachment inquiry. If not
this, then what? And if not now, when?

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

Re: Impeachment Inquiry Requires
A Full House of Representatives Vote
Dear Congresswoman Watson

Coleman (Ewing, NJ) and Congressman
Malinowski (Somerville, NJ):

We write to urge you to support a vote
of the full House of Representatives to
authorize the impeachment inquiry cur-
rently being conducted by three commit-
tees of the House.

In all three prior impeachments of a
President the House, by a vote of the full
House, authorized the inquiry into
whether impeachable offenses had oc-
curred. In the case of the current inquiry
into President Trump’s actions there has
been no such vote; the inquiry is being
conducted merely on the basis of an an-
nouncement made by the Speaker of the
House.

Without a vote of the full House, the
inquiry is being conducted in a manner
which is fundamentally unfair, even un-
American. A federal district court judge’s
view on the legality of the inquiry doesn’t
make it fair or prudent. The will of the
people, including 1.6 million New
Jerseyans, elected the President and their
confidence in whether their electoral
choices are respected is more important
than whether the House inquiry is legal.

The hearings are closed to the public (and
also closed to members not on any of the
three committees conducting the inquiry),
transcripts are not available to the public
or to the President, the President is not
permitted to have representatives present
to observe or to cross examine witnesses,
and Republican committee members are
not permitted to call witnesses.

The inquiry is being conducted like the
old English ‘Star Chamber’ where people
were arbitrarily hauled in front of power-
ful friends of the King, without any kind
of notice, due process or lawful proce-
dure, and were tried, convicted and pun-
ished all outside the law and in secret.
What the House is doing now is very
similar.

The current course of action sets a
terrible precedent for the future of our
country. We urge you to inform the
Speaker that your constituents demand
that the full House take a vote as to
whether to continue the current impeach-
ment inquiry.

Tom Fortunato for
The Scotch Plains Republican

Committee

Forum Panelists Spotlight Bias
And Ways To Counteract It

A forum held last week at the Cranford campus of
Union County College focused crucial attention on
language and ideologies that promote hate toward
others, along with strategies that can be employed to
combat it. Entitled “The Serious Issue of Hate Speech
and Division in America,” this public event was
moderated by State Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and fea-
tured five high-profile panelists whose professional
experience runs the gamut from law enforcement
and government to civil rights and education.

The panelists included New Jersey Attorney Gen-
eral Gurbir S. Grewal; Meryl J. Chertoff, executive
director of the State and Local Government Program
at Georgetown Law School; former New Jersey
Attorney General and U.S. Senator Jeffrey Chiesa;
former political director of the New Jersey NAACP
Walter Fields, and former New Jersey Attorney
General Christopher S. Porrino.

Attorney General Grewal noted during the event
that New Jersey has seen a rise in the number of
reported bias and hate crimes just within the past
three years, from 417 incidents in 2016 to 569 in
2018, with 705 documented cases this year as of
October 1.

Sadly, and despite the spirit of unity typically
displayed by residents, our local towns have not
been immune to toxic influences manifested as

symbols and messages of hate. Last year, graffiti
reflecting racist and anti-Semitic sentiments was
scrawled on an exterior wall of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, sparking a rally protesting
such derogatory acts. Additionally, swastikas and
other expressions of prejudice were discovered on
walls at Westfield schools.

We believe several important points were made
during the recent forum. As the panelists observed,
groups and individuals have been using social me-
dia to disseminate doctrines that promote bias. Par-
ents, school districts and communities need to re-
main as vigilant as possible regarding such mes-
sages, which have the potential to influence youth
and other vulnerable members of our society.

During the forum, Mr. Fields said children need to
be made aware of New Jersey’s cultural diversity.
He also encouraged interaction among members of
a community. We agree that these are important
avenues for forging bonds, establishing acceptance
of others, and preventing or dispelling prejudices.

“Standing up for each other, I think, is the message
we should be taking away from this forum,” Mr.
Porrino stated. We concur with this assessment.
While we may not always agree on issues, or share
the same theological, political or other beliefs, we
feel a unified commitment toward respect for all is
perhaps the greatest antidote to hate.

It’s Important for All to Exercise
Your Right to Vote on Tuesday

This Tuesday area voters will decide town council
races in Westfield, Cranford and Garwood, Fanwood
and Mountainside as well as for Mountainside mayor,
Union County freeholder and surrogate, school board
races in Westfield, Cranford and Garwood. There
also are races for State Assembly in the 21st and
Legislative District, which includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside, and the 22nd
Legislative District, which includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

This year there has been increased campaigning
on social media in addition to direct-mail pieces,
some of it over the top as far as we are concerned.
That is why voters should learn who the candidates
are and what they stand for and not rely on campaign
pieces. At the local level, candidates have been doing
the traditional door-to-door campaigning, which is a
great way for residents to meet the candidates.

While the fourth year of the four-year election
cycle (as 2019 is) usually produces lower turnouts,
this is an important election year. For the past two
months, we have invited candidates for state, county,
municipal and school board offices to write state-
ments each week on their backgrounds and cam-
paign issues important to them. We also once again
sponsored a candidate forums for those running for
seats on the Westfield Town Council. In today’s

special town-wide issue, we have coverage of can-
didates forums conducted for the Cranford Town-
ship Committee as well as Garwood and Westfield
Board of Educations. We also have a summary
article of all the important races taking place on
Election Day, Tuesday, November 5.

We started inviting candidates for State Assembly
and county freeholder in August to be interviewed
and we thank all those who participated in those
interviews. We thank all the candidates for seeking
office and for their weekly submittals to reach our
subscribers. We encourage voters to read our reports
as well as the letters and statements from the candi-
dates and the advertisements they have placed in
this newspaper to reach you, the voter.

Voters know how to sort through the campaign
season attack-piece mailers aimed against a particu-
lar candidate(s) as well as biographical information
and platforms.

Local politics is different than national and state-
wide campaigns as candidates actually live in the
towns where they are seeking office. They likely
have kids in the same school as yours, belong to the
same church or synagogue or eat at the same restau-
rant.

Everyone! Get out and vote this Tuesday, Novem-
ber 5. Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

To Our Fellow Mountainsiders:
It’s been a pleasure walking through

our beautiful town and hearing from
you all. We heard you when you told us
to continue to keep municipal taxes
stable, maintain the services you expect
and deserve, and keep Mountainside the
wonderful community that it is.

That’s not easy to do in a state con-
trolled by Democrats who want to raise
our taxes, force high density apart-
ments in our backyards, and take away
local control of our schools - but we’re
up to the task.

We will fight to maintain the single
family residential character of
Mountainside by protecting our low
density requirement (one of the lowest
in the state) while meeting our state
mandated affordable housing quota.

We will stand up for the students, teach-
ers, and taxpayers of Mountainside to
protect local control of our schools,
taking all necessary steps to preserve
the quality of our children’s education.
We will keep Mountainside the great
community that it is by continuing to be
fiscally responsible and making sure
our town remains affordable.

We love Mountainside and we hope
that on Tuesday November 5 you will
vote Column B, Mirabelli, Dierkes,
Pacifico for Mountainside.

And remember every vote matters!

Mayor Paul Mirabelli (R)
Councilman René Dierkes (R)

Council Candidate Donna Pacifico (R)
Mountainside

Letters to
the Editor

Doubt That We Residents Like Being
Referred To As ‘Foot Traffic’

Note: This letter was sent to Mayor Shelley
Brindle and Town Council Members.

The possible loss of the Rialto is a
shock to the town – but isn’t the loss of
Lord & Taylor an even greater shock?
The callousness of Hudson Bay in selling
out Westfield residents and turning us
over to a non-department store seems to
reflect their opinion that Westfield and its
residents aren’t worth the bother. Or does
it reflect Hudson Bay’s simple disinterest
in actually working to earn their profits?

Lord & Taylor kept us in this town and
shopping right here, even despite the
long list of new owners.

Statewide, we see government approv-
ing and providing subsidies for malls which
the public seems to have lost interest in
visiting. Additionally, these huge malls
will be an additional challenge in view of
Global Warming’s floods/droughts. And
same for the large releases of land we are
seeing from our towns for luxury housing
rather than affordable housing.

Citizens create economies which are
then manipulated by banks and financial
institutions – and international financial
institutions – for the benefit of elites.

As a long-time resident of Westfield we
have for decades now been looking at empty
shops here and in connecting towns. The
stores in Westfield once thrived because
they provided services that those living in
the town needed. Today’s corporate stores
seeking locations in Westfield, however,
seem more dedicated to ever increasing
sales and profits which only large groups of
people brought in for festivals and fairs can
hope to provide. Our residents are here
every day, however, but doubt that we like
being referred to as “foot traffic.”

Attracting corporate stores also brings
pressures on town officials to provide
increased parking where not so long ago
our town officials responded by spending
large sums of taxpayer dollars to study
deck parking which none of our residents
wanted and absolutely rejected.

I’d also vote against the concept of
paying a “Downtown Association” hun-
dreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars
every year to provide suggestions, which
I’m sure our own residents could have just
as likely provided. But the new parking
system seems to be keeping residents out
of town rather than in town. The machines
at the pay stations offer instructions often
impossible to read and often reject the
dollar bills we attempt to feed into them.
Despite overpaying for parking to ensure
that we don’t get tickets, the next car that
comes into a spot which still has paid time
on it is unable to use it and must begin
again buying new time at the pay station.

The ice rink is another puzzle when it is
forcing town administrators to disregard
the very valid complaints of citizens of
Garwood living close to the rink. Rather,
we should be working together with nearby
towns as “friends” with common interests.

As for Tamaques Park, I did notice a
resident the other evening suggesting
that you should get back to planning a
new design for the park. I would en-
courage you to design a park for the
town’s residents and their needs. Cer-
tainly with the increase in sports for
girls there is more need for space to
accommodate their teams. But there
also seems to be a tremendous increase
in the number of games played every
season. It might be helpful and safer to
return to the older schedules of compet-
ing sports play. I am always disap-
pointed, of course, to see the town en-
couraging the toxic atmosphere of boys’
football.  But our parks are not
“ballparks” and should never be thought
of that way by our town officials.

We might also make good use of
Tamaques Park for showing movies on
summer nights. We might even invite
environmentalists, or even Greta
Thunberg to come and speak to the town.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield


