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Special Election Edition

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Sunday, November 3, 2 a.m.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its annual Trunk or Treatevent on Saturday in the
downtown district on Park Avenue. Trunk or Treat is fun for all ages from kids to adults. Hundreds of kids attended the event
that featured two dozen, decorated cars stocked with candy, games and trinkets.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A HOWLING GOOD TIME FOR ALL!...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its
annual Trunk or Treat event on Saturday in the downtown district on Park Avenue.
Hundreds of kids attended the festivities, which also included a special Howl-O-
Ween Dog Costume Contest. Pictured, from left to right, are: Alyssa Shugayev with
her hotdog, Nala; Emma Donnelly with Mishka, and Jessica Eggert.

Voters to Decide Council, School
Board, State Assembly Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Area voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to decide governing
body races in Westfield, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood and Mountain-
side, as well as competitive school
board races in Westfield, Cranford
and Garwood.

In Westfield, two years after Demo-
crats swept the mayoral and four coun-
cil races, there are once again com-
petitive races in all four wards. There
are currently four Democrats and four
Republicans on the council.

In the First Ward, Democrat James
Boyes and Republican Robert

Benacchio are running for the coun-
cil seat being vacated by Frank Arena,
a Republican. Democrat Mark
Parmelee and Republican Richard
Bodmer are running for the open Sec-
ond Ward seat where Republican Jo
Ann Neylan is not seeking reelection.

In the Third Ward, two-term Re-
publican Councilman Mark LoGrippo
faces a challenge from Democrat Jen-
nifer Gilman. In the Fourth Ward,
first-term Republican Councilman
Doug Stokes is being challenged by
Democrat Scott Katz.

Voters in Westfield will also decide
a race between three school board
candidates for three boards seats be-

tween incumbents Amy Root,
Brendan Galligan and Michael Bielen
and newcomers Andrew Bauer and
Patrick Justin Fahey. There are also
two unexpired seats up this year. In-
cumbents Robert Garrison and Brian
Morrissey are unopposed for the two-
year and one-year terms, respectively.

In Cranford, Republican incumbent
Mary O’Connor and her running mate
Philip Siliato will face Democrats
Brian Andrews and Kathleen Miller
Prunty in the race for two seats on the
township committee. Ann Dooley, a
Democrat, is not seeking reelection.
Democrats currently have a 4-to-1
majority.

In addition to the municipal race,
six candidates are running for three
open seats on the Cranford Board of
Education. Running for the seats are
incumbents Brian McCarthy, Nicole
Sherrin Kessler and Patrick Lynch
and newcomers Brian Lopez, Brett
Dreyer and Veronica Doyle.

In Garwood, Councilwoman Jen-
nifer Blumenstock and Councilman
Marc Lazarow, both Democrats, seek
reelection over Republicans Victor
Stevens and Joseph Nicastro III.
Democrats hold a 4-to-2 council ma-
jority. In addition, incumbent Demo-
crat Russell Graham and Republican
challenger William Bellomo are run-
ning for an unexpired council seat.

There is a six-candidate race for
the Garwood school board where in-
cumbents Tina Simitz, Salvatore
Piarulli and Susan Groning are seek-
ing reelection along with former board
member Mary Ann Kjetsaa and new-
comers Timothy Ryan and Adrienne
Barnes.

Mountainside residents will decide
mayor’s race between a two-term
elected Republican incumbent Paul
Mirabelli, who has served as mayor
since replacing the late six-term GOP
Mayor Robert Viglianti in 2009, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Residents Air Concerns
About Town Hall Relocation

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A dozen or so
residents complained to the down-
town redevelopment committee last
week about the possible relocation of
the municipal building and the police
and fire departments to township-
owned property on Plainfield Avenue
across from the public works facility
and Memorial Park.

The at-times boisterous crowd of
close to 100 residents, mostly from
the Westfield Avenue-Henry Street-

Evergreen Avenue neighborhood,
expressed concerns about increased
traffic in the area as well as the safety
of children walking to and from Ever-
green School and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and an in-
crease in traffic.

That first phase of the township’s
downtown redevelopment efforts are
centered on the township-owned prop-
erties where the municipal building,
the firehouse and the library are lo-
cated as well as the parking lots adja-
cent to the municipal building and
library, behind the stores that front
Park Avenue and the parking lot be-
hind the row of businesses on East
Second Street adjacent to the CVS
pharmacy. Moving the township’s
administrative offices and the police
and fire departments out of the down-
town business district would free up
that property for private development.

Township Redevelopment Coordi-
nator Thomas Strowe said at the
committee’s October 23 meeting that

moving the municipal building out of
the business district has been talked
about in a number of consultant stud-
ies dating back to the 1980s. He said
the committee is hiring an architect to
work on designing possible new fa-
cilities on Plainfield Avenue, which
he admitted is a “challenging site.”
One of the two lots in question is
presently used to store leaves every
fall while the adjoining property has
been zoned as a C-Conservation zone
for nearly 20 years.

When an audience member
shouted out support for keeping the
municipal building where it is, Mayor
Alexander Smith said the 45-year-
old building “is not fine, it’s falling
apart.” As for the fire department
headquarters behind it, the mayor
said that “we should have closed that
building years ago.”

Deputy Fire Chief Skip Paal told
the audience that the hardest part about
getting one of his trucks to an emer-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Effort Underway to Boost
Afford.-Housing Petition

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The afford-
able housing advisory committee is
focusing its efforts on a petition urg-
ing the governor and state lawmakers
to enact four bills that could ease
affordable-housing obligations on
towns around the state.

At its monthly meeting last Wednes-
day, committee members and resi-
dents talked about ways to better pub-
licize the petition, which has gather
close to 400 signatures locally. Mayor
Alexander Smith said it was impor-
tant to move decisions regarding af-
fordable housing “out of the courts
and back to elected officials.” He
lamented the “mindless development”
imposed on municipalities by courts
that fail to take into account the im-
pacts on high-density housing on traf-
fic, infrastructure, etc.

Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo said
he hoped the petition would “wake
up” state lawmakers to take action,
but admitted that it’s “not on legisla-
tive leaders’ radar now. I don’t know
why there’s a lack of interest.” Mayor
Smith said the message to legislators

should be: “If you’re not going to do
anything, we’re not going to vote for
you.”

Several residents spoke at the
committee’s October 23 meeting to
offer suggestions on gaining more
signatures for the petition, including
going door-to-door in neighborhoods,
educating residents and asking for
their support. Mayor Smith noted that
an online version of the petition is on
the township website, but he urged
residents to talk to their neighbors as
well. Deanna Dell Bene, a committee
member, urged residents to ask cam-
paigning politicians for their views
about the issue.

The four bills the committee, and
its petition, are promoting include A-
4471, which would end the Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) and
establish a legislative subcommittee
on affordable-housing needs to evalu-
ate and determine present and pro-
spective needs for affordable hous-
ing at the state and regional levels.
The second bill, A-1648, would es-
tablish additional factors — such as
impacts on infrastructure, local
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Development of Parker
Greenhouses Site Approved

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday night gave its unani-
mous approval to the site plan for the
former Parker Gardens property on
Terrill Road that will result in the
development of a 228-unit townhome
and apartment complex.

SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC
will develop the 13.5-acre site into five
apartment buildings containing 181
units and seven townhouses with 47
units. In accordance with the township’s
2018 affordable-housing legal settle-
ment, 34 of the units at the site will be
tagged as affordable. Some 475 park-
ing spaces will be included as well. A
2.5-acre wedge of property adjacent to
Terrill Middle School will be remediated
by the developer and then turned over
to the township as green space and use
as soccer and ball fields. A third of an
acre of property at the rear of the Parker
property will also be turned over to the
township by the developer.

Four townhome units will be situ-
ated facing Terrill Road, with a main
driveway entrance in between those
four while another row of three
townhomes will be located directly
behind, with an interior roadway pro-
viding access to those units as well as
to the five apartment buildings to-
ward the rear of the property. The
three apartment buildings closest to
Terrill Road will be three-stories high
while the two at the rear, closer to the
PSE&G right-of-way, will be four-
stories. A clubhouse, swimming pool
and large area of green space will be
in the center of the property.

Architect Lawrence D’Appel said
the two apartment buildings where
the affordable units will be situated
will be slightly narrower — by six
feet — than the other buildings and
that will help in enlarging the green
space in the center of the develop-

ment. The setback at the rear of the
property will also be lessened a bit in
order to increase the size of that green
space, according to planning consult-
ant Art Bernard.

Unlike the board’s first hearing in
late September, only a few neighbor-
hood residents attended Monday’s
session — and, unlike five weeks
ago, no one spoke in opposition to the
project or to express concerns about
the effects of increased traffic on the
safety of children attending Terrill
Middle School and driving condi-
tions on an already-busy Terrill Road.

Since that first hearing, representa-
tives from SP Urban Reserve met
with the police department and agreed
to set of recommendations to boost
traffic and pedestrian safety in the
area. At this week’s hearing, Police
Chief Ted Conley briefed the plan-
ning board on those five items, which
include disallowing left turns from
the northern egress point of the site
onto Terrill Road from 7 a.m. to 9
a.m. on school days and — in an
effort to discourage parents from us-
ing the development’s parking lot to
drop off their children for school —
no right turns into that same driveway
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HALLOWEEN FUN...Children and adults attend  Scotch Plains annual Trunk or
Treatevent on Saturday in the downtown district on Park Avenue. Trunk or Treat is
fun for all ages from kids to adults. Hundreds of kids attended the event which featured
two dozen decorated cars stocked with candy, games and trinkets

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GET YOUR CANDY...Candy was purchased and houses were decorated in
anticipation of trick-or-treaters on Halloween.

Sports -- Blue Devil Rally Ties
Cougars for Share of UCT Soccer
Title.

Raider Gridders Win Fourth; Nip
Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20.

Blue Devils Sideline P-Burg With
20-14 Overtime Victory.
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