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Publisher’s Note
This special election edition is

mailed to every home in Westfield,
along with our regular subscribers
in Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside plus others within
the U.S. Please vote.

For those of you who are not
subscribers, this is an appeal for
you to do so now. Call (908) 232-
4407 or subscribe online at
www.goleader.com.

Throughout the year, we publish
appreciable content of local
government, schools, sports and
community events. We mail to
homes weekly from your Post
Office. We are family owned and
are your neighbors. Please join us.

Horace Corbin, Publisher
The Westfield Leader

and The Times

Special Election Edition

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Sunday, November 3, 2 a.m.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
HALLOWEEN HOCUS POCUS...The Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield holds its annual Halloween Hocus Pocus
event this past Saturday. The program is designed to provide safe entertainment for young children ages 3 through
elementary school. Miller-Cory guides greet the young, costumed visitors at the door of the historical colonial farmhouse.
Activities include a scavenger hunt, cupcake decorating, crafts, tattoos and storytelling.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SCARECROW STROLL...The 12th annual Dowtown Cranford Scarecrow Stroll
took place from October 16 to 31 in the downtown area.
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Voters to Decide Council, School
Board, State Assembly Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Area voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to decide governing
body races in Westfield, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood and Mountain-
side, as well as competitive school
board races in Westfield, Cranford
and Garwood.

In Westfield, two years after Demo-
crats swept the mayoral and four coun-
cil races, there are once again com-
petitive races in all four wards. There
are currently four Democrats and four
Republicans on the council.

In the First Ward, Democrat James
Boyes and Republican Robert
Benacchio are running for the coun-

cil seat being vacated by Frank Arena,
a Republican. Democrat Mark
Parmelee and Republican Richard
Bodmer are running for the open Sec-
ond Ward seat where Republican Jo
Ann Neylan is not seeking reelection.

In the Third Ward, two-term Re-
publican Councilman Mark LoGrippo
faces a challenge from Democrat Jen-
nifer Gilman. In the Fourth Ward,
first-term Republican Councilman
Doug Stokes is being challenged by
Democrat Scott Katz.

Voters in Westfield will also decide
a race between three school board
candidates for three board seats be-
tween incumbents Amy Root,
Brendan Galligan and Michael Bielen

and newcomers Andrew Bauer and
Patrick Justin Fahey. There are also
two unexpired seats up this year. In-
cumbents Robert Garrison and Brian
Morrissey are unopposed for the two-
year and one-year terms, respectively.

In Cranford, Republican incumbent
Mary O’Connor and her running mate
Philip Siliato will face Democrats
Brian Andrews and Kathleen Miller
Prunty in the race for two seats on the
township committee. Ann Dooley, a
Democrat, is not seeking reelection.
Democrats currently have a 4-to-1
majority.

In addition to the municipal race,
six candidates are running for three
open seats on the Cranford Board of
Education. Running for the seats are
incumbents Brian McCarthy, Nicole
Sherrin Kessler and Patrick Lynch
and newcomers Brian Lopez, Brett
Dreyer and Veronica Doyle.

In Garwood, Councilwoman Jen-
nifer Blumenstock and Councilman
Marc Lazarow, both Democrats, seek
reelection over Republicans Victor
Stevens and Joseph Nicastro III.
Democrats hold a 4-to-2 council ma-
jority. In addition, incumbent Demo-
crat Russell Graham and Republican
challenger William Bellomo are run-
ning for an unexpired council seat.

There is a six-candidate race for
the Garwood school board where in-
cumbents Tina Simitz, Salvatore
Piarulli and Susan Groning are seek-
ing reelection along with former board
member Mary Ann Kjetsaa and new-
comers Timothy Ryan and Adrienne
Barnes.

Mountainside residents will decide
mayor’s race between a two-term
elected Republican incumbent Paul
Mirabelli, who has served as mayor
since replacing the late six-term GOP
Mayor Robert Viglianti in 2009, and
Independent Charles Coady Brown.
There is also a race for two seats on

Cranford  Candidates
Debate Taxes, Development

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Two seats are open
for the township committee on this
November’s election ballot. Dawn
Clarke of the New Jersey League of
Women Voters moderated the debate
Thursday when Republicans Phillip
Siliato and Mary O’Connor, who is look-
ing to retain her seat, and Democrats
Kathleen Miller Prunty and Brian
Andrews answered questions culled from
the audience. Currently the township
committee has a super majority, with
four Democrats and one Republican.

Questions about taxes, flood mitiga-
tion efforts, tax breaks for developers,
development, traffic and safety, among
other topics, were asked.

To alleviate the tax burden on resi-
dents, Mr. Andrews said he would seek
added shared services and paving of
roads, which he said it “makes sense to
keep up with maintenance now on these
roads so we are not rebuilding them five
years later at a much greater cost.”

Mr. Siliato said the township should
“get our fair share back from the
county.” Also, with the Union County
College, with the campus situated in
the township, he said the college
“doesn’t pay taxes and we provide a
lot of services with Fire, the Police
and EMS.” He also said he would
look at the budgets of each depart-
ment and ensure the township is “in-
vesting its money in the right way.”

Ms. Miller Prunty said she would
“look at how we can do things in a
more efficient way.” She also said
that the township should ensure it is
getting assistance from the county
with township programs.

Ms. O’Connor said spending should
be kept “as low as possible,” noting her
work on the finance committee. Also,
the township could save by more shared
services with other municipalities. Also,
she said, “Our Cranford Police and Fire

respond to the county college and
parks—we need to construct better
agreements for those services.”

With the recent announcement that
the Army Corps of Engineers is pulling
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Westfield BOE Candidates
Face Off at Forum

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Discussions on
students’ physical and emotional well-
being were the central focus of the
board of education candidates forum
sponsored by the Parent Teacher
Council (PTC) last Wednesday. Five
candidates, including three incum-
bents, are seeking three full three-
terms while two more incumbents are
unopposed for two unexpired seats
on the board.

Running for the three-year full-term
seats are incumbents Brendan
Galligan, Amy Root, Michael Bielen
(who was not present at the forum due
to a death in his family) and newcom-
ers Andrew Bauer and Patrick Justin
Fahey.

Two other candidates, incumbents
Robert Garrison and Brian Morrissey
are running unopposed for two- and
one-year vacancies, respectively.

Safety topics during the forum in-
cluded block scheduling, social and
emotional learning (SEL), additional
student resource officers (SROs), and
digital safety as well as full-day kin-
dergarten.

All candidates for the three-year
board seats agreed that block sched-
uling is a worthy option to research.
Mr. Galligan said block scheduling is
a “fantastic idea;” however, he said
there are logistical constraints that
need creative solutions for such a
large high school as Westfield High
School. Ms. Root agreed, noting
“there are a lot of moving parts,” but
said it should be explored further. She
also suggested alternative schedul-
ing, such as starting school later to
provide students extra time to sleep
which “has been proven to be helpful
at that age.”

Mr. Bauer said block scheduling is
worth looking into for the “broader
context of taking pressure off of stu-
dents.” Mr. Bauer also suggested “en-
richment mornings,” where students
get extra time to dive into their work
or take extra classes, while teachers
can work with students or continue
professional development.

Further discussing the school
board’s role in helping students re-
lieve stress and anxiety, Mr. Fahey
suggested bringing in yoga or medi-
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Endorsement Letters -- Pages C-1,
C-2, C-3, C-6.

Letters -- “Withdrawing Troops
From Syria” by Stephen Schoeman,
Westfield, C-4; “Congratulations and
Great Job, Dawn Mackey” by Ed-
ward T. Stellingwerf, Westfield, C-5.

Sports -- Blue Devil Rally Ties Cou-

HAPPY HAUNTINGS...This home at 1005 Boulevard in Westfield is all decked
out for Halloween.

Courtesy of Debby Burslem
BEAUTY OF MINDOWASKIN PARK...Mindowaskin Pond, taken from the
1918 footbridge, is shown here looking towards Broad Street on October 22.
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gars for Share of UCT Soccer Title.
Raider Gridders Win Fourth; Nip

Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20.
Blue Devils Sideline P-Burg With

20-14 Overtime Victory.
Gov’t -- Cranford Township Com-

mittee meeting, Hartz Mountain Files
Lawsuit.

Vandalism And HIB Are Focus
Of Westfield Bd. of Ed. Meeting
By JENNIFER GLACKIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A parent left
Tuesday’s board of education meet-
ing in tears after discussing incidents
of “hate speech” graffiti at Westfield
High School (WHS), referencing a
vandalism incident last week involv-
ing a swastika.

“The N-word is all over the boys’
bathroom,” she continued. This par-
ent claimed she had pictures of the
vandalism at home. “What is going to
be done?” she asked. “I don’t think

that something being said in a morn-
ing announcement is sufficient for the
students.”

Board member Tara Oporto asked
Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D. if this incident qualified as a
Harassment, Intimidation and Bully-
ing (HIB) incident. Ms. Dolan re-
sponded that it depends because “the
specifics absolutely matter” for HIB
classification.

Board member Brendan Galligan
added that there also must be a known
culprit to take official HIB action.
Earlier in the meeting, Superinten-
dent Dolan reported on the district’s
HIB incidents from January 1, 2019,
to June 30, 2019. Other incidents that
do not fall under the state’s specifica-
tions of HIB, such as vaping, also
were reported.

According to Superintendent
Dolan’s presentation, last year there
were eight incidents including vio-

lence, vandalism, substances, weap-
ons or confirmed HIB cases, and 14
“other incidents leading to removal”
at WHS during that time. Also, ac-
cording to her report, WHS met or
exceeded requirements on the “8 Core
Elements” of HIB response: HIB pro-
grams, training on BOE policy, other
staff instruction, curriculum and in-
struction on HIB, HIB personnel,
school-level reporting procedure, in-
vestigation procedure, and HIB re-
porting.

Superintendent Dolan also said that
the district is working with the Anti-
Defamation League’s (ADL) No
Place for Hate® program. According
to the ADL’s website, “ADL’s No
Place for Hate initiative is a school
climate improvement framework that
provides PreK-12 schools with an
organizing framework for combating
bias, bullying and hatred, leading to


