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– Obituaries –
Rona C. Vernimb, 81, Known For

Gourmet Cooking, Love of Animals

Rona C. Vernimb

Rona C. Vernimb, 81, formerly of
Scotch Plains, N.J., passed away
Thursday, September 26, 2019, at
Envoy of Winchester.

Ms. Vernimb was born
in 1937 in Castleton, Vt.,
daughter of the late
Norman and Sue Cox. She
was a graduate of The
University of Vermont
and dedicated her life to
making lives of others
better. Ms. Vernimb
worked many years with
a college student aid foun-
dation, ensuring scholar-
ships were available to de-
serving students. In her
later years, she was
caregiver to several friends. She en-
joyed classical music and opera, was
an avid gardener, and known best for
her gourmet cooking and love of ani-
mals. Her friends admired her quick
wit, often delivered with a sharp
tongue consistent with her Vermont
Yankee heritage.

Surviving are a brother, Daniel Cox
(Joan) of Phoenix, Ariz.; son, Peter
Vernimb (Nancy) of Fredericksburg,
Va.; daughter, Karin Leigh (Linwood)
of Chesterfield, Va., and son, Jeffrey
Vernimb (Dottie) of Bernardsville,
N.J. She also leaves behind two be-

loved grandchildren, Philip Vernimb
(Caroline) and Kevin Vernimb, and a
cherished dog, Daisy.

Along with her parents,
Ms. Vernimb was pre-
ceded in death by her life
partner, Urban Beas.

The family wishes to
thank Home Instead Se-
nior Care, Blue Ridge
Hospice, and Envoy of
Winchester for their ef-
forts to help Rona re-
main comfortable, as
well as the cardiac care
nurses at Winchester
Medical Center for their
outstanding care during
Rona’s stays.

A graveside service will be con-
ducted on Friday, October 25, at 10:30
a.m., at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made in Rona’s
memory to Blue Ridge Hospice, 333
W. Cork Street, Suite 405, Winches-
ter, VA 22601, or to St. Hubert’s Ani-
mal Welfare Center, P.O. Box 159,
575 Woodland Avenue, Madison, N.J.
07940.

Please view obituaries and tribute
wall at www.ompsfuneralhome.com.

October 24, 2019

WESTFIELD EAGLE...Councilman Mark LoGrippo of Westfield joins Jason
Model for his Eagle Scout Project. Jason’s project includes building a community
vegetable garden at the Boynton Avenue Westfield Senior Housing Complex. He
is the son of Sabrina and Robert Model.

Mark C. Smith, 78, Dedicated Teacher,
Principal, Superintendent of Schools
Mark C. Smith passed away on

Friday, October 18, 2019, in Maine,
where he had retired. He was 78
years old.

Mark was an accomplished edu-
cator with a long career — first as
a high school history teacher, then
a high school principal, and for
twenty-seven years, a superinten-
dent of schools in Chatham and
Westfield, N.J., and Framingham,
Mass. He was dedicated to excel-
lence in educating children and fos-
tering diversity in schools. He was
a graduate of Williams College,
Harvard University, and earned his
doctorate at Columbia University.
Mark fought for an equal learning
opportunity for all of his students,
regardless of their race or financial
status. The effects of his school
choice program in Framingham, re-
gionalizing the Chatham Township
and Chatham Borough School Dis-
tricts and his alternative gradua-
tion program in New Canaan are
among the proudest moments of
his career in education.

Even after he retired, Mark con-
tinued to instill his love for learning
in the people around him. For four
years, Mark was president of
Midcoast Senior College in
Brunswick, Me., where he led the
college to become an independent
non-profit organization. Mark was
a lifelong Red Sox fan and enjoyed
playing and watching many sports.
He was an avid hiker, spending many
summers in the White Mountains

and then relaxing at Lake Wentworth
in Wolfeboro, N.H., with his fam-
ily. In his retirement, he discovered
a love for writing poetry and even
chronicled his cancer journey
through writing poems. Family was
his greatest pleasure and following
his grandchildren’s pursuits brought
him immense joy.

Mark leaves behind his wife and
best friend, Judy. They were mar-
ried for a wonderful fifty-six years.
He is survived by their three chil-
dren, Steven (Alisa), Kristen
(Glenn) and Joshua (Jennifer), and
six grandchildren, Alyssa and Sam
Smith of Wiscasset, Me., Jacob and
Clara Walling of Hopkinton, N.H.,
and Rowan and Linnea Chenoweth
of Port Angeles, Wash. Mark is
also survived by his brothers, Pe-
ter S. Smith and David B. Smith,
and their wives, Maureen and Judy,
all of Hilton Head, S.C.

There will be a memorial service
on Saturday, October 26, at 1 p.m.,
at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Brunswick, 1 Middle
Street, Brunswick, Me. Please be
advised that parking is on the street.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Mark C. Smith Poetry
Fund, c/o Dr. Robert Tremblay,
Superintendent’s Office,
Framingham Public Schools, 73 Mt.
Wayte Avenue, Framingham, MA
01702, or in his honor to the Midcoast
Senior College, 29 Burbank Avenue,
Brunswick, Maine 04011.
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Charles P. Woodward, 95, Avid Golfer;
Greatest Joys Were Family, Cape Cod

Charles Patterson Woodward, 95,
passed away on Tuesday, October 8,
2019, at his home in Westfield, N.J.

Born in Kansas City, Mo., on March
16, 1924, Chuck was the son of the
late Charles Doren Woodward and
Irene Patterson Woodward. He moved
to Denver, Colo., in 1934 and gradu-
ated from South Denver High School
in 1942. After graduation, Chuck en-
listed in the United States Navy and
served from 1942 to 1945 as a naval
aviator, flying F4F Hellcat fighter
planes off aircraft carriers. With sup-
port for veterans from the GI Bill, he
attended the Colorado School of
Mines, where he received a metallur-
gical engineering degree in 1949.
Chuck worked after graduation for
General Electric for a short time be-
fore joining the Epicures’ Club, a
mail order fancy food business lo-
cated in Union, N.J. In 1976, Chuck
purchased the Epicures’ Club and
successfully ran the business until
selling it in 1987. He was also a
member of the Board of Directors of
Union Center National Bank in Union,
N.J., from 1970 to 2001 and served as
non-executive Chairman of the Board
of the Bank from 1987 to 2001.

Family was the focus and pride of
Chuck’s life. He met his wife, Patricia
Lea Woodward, in 1955. It was a fast
and lifelong romance that started on a
blind date in March 1955; they were
engaged after two weeks and married
in June 1955. Their marriage spanned
57 years until Pat passed away in
2012. Chuck was most happy when
spending time with Pat and their ever
expanding family that grew to in-
clude four children, ten grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren,
who all lived locally for many years.
One of Chuck’s and Pat’s greatest
legacies was introducing the family
to Cape Cod. For 54 years, their great-
est joy was the time the family spent
extended time together at their home
in Orleans, Mass., a spot they con-
sider the most beautiful place on earth.

Residing in Westfield for 64 years,
Chuck was an avid and accomplished
golfer. He was a member of Suburban
Golf Club in Union, N.J., where he
was Club Champion from 1964-1967
and served a term as President of the
club. In 1972, he joined Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield, N.J., and
was an active member for 47 years. In
addition, he was a past President of
the New Jersey Senior Golf Associa-
tion. Chuck and Pat were married at
the First Congregational Church of

Westfield, where he was an active
member for 64 years, serving as Mod-
erator and President of the Board of
Trustees.

Chuck was predeceased by his wife
of 57 years, Patricia. He is survived
by his children, Tom Woodward and
his wife, Jennifer, of Orleans, Mass.,
Sally Yingling and her husband, John,
of Westfield, N.J., Anne Laird and
her husband, Scott, of Westfield, N.J.,
and Bill Woodward and his wife,
Debbie, of Orleans, Mass.; his grand-
children and great-grandchildren,
Andrew Woodward, his wife, Maggie,
and their son, Henry, Claire Wood-
ward Mauke and her husband, Colby,
and Kate Woodward; Annie Yingling
Kaferle and her husband, Ian, and Jey
Yingling; Whitney Laird McCullam
and her husband, Rob, and their chil-
dren, Luke and Molly, Emma Laird
Mitchell and her husband, Kevin, and
their son, Jack, and Chuck Laird; and
Will Woodward and his fiancée, Abby
Sard, and Lucy Woodward.

A memorial service will be held at
the First Congregational Church, 125
Elmer Street, Westfield, N.J., on Sat-
urday, November 9, 2019, at 2 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory can be made to the First Con-
gregational Church, 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Arrangements
are by Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood, N.J. For additional infor-
mation or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Mayors Wellness 3K Walk
On Tap This Saturday

GARWOOD — Garwood resi-
dents of all ability levels are in-
vited to join the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign’s 3K Walk this
Saturday, October 26, at the
Garwood Recreation Complex at
the eastern end of Myrtle Avenue.

This 3K Walk will highlight
Garwood resident Paul Nieves as
its Featured Walker. Mr. Nieves
has lived in Garwood for 17 years,
and recently retired from the U.S.
Army with the rank of major. Walk-
ers of all ages are welcome to par-
ticipate in this family-friendly
walk, and parents with strollers are
encouraged to join in.

This 3K Walk will start at 10
a.m. and will circumnavigate the
recreation center.

The Garwood Mayors Wellness
Campaign suggests that those par-
ticipating in this month’s walk bring
non-perishable food items, paper
goods, soaps, shampoo and/or other
personal hygiene items, that will
be collected at the beginning of the

event. These items will be donated
to local food banks as part of
Foodstock 2019. For more infor-
mation on giving to those in need,
visit FoodStockNJ.org.

Through public-private partner-
ships,  the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign will establish
and continue to provide structure
and resources for healthy commu-
nity initiatives. The Wellness Com-
mittee works together to increase
opportunities for Garwood resi-
dents to participate in many activi-
ties, with a long-term goal of creat-
ing better health, which in turn will
reduce personal health-care cost.

Interested residents are advised
to contact the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign via email at
MWC@garwood.org for more de-
tails or to get involved with the
Mayors Wellness programs. The
Mayors Wellness Committee meets
on the second Monday of every
month, at 7 p.m., at Garwood Bor-
ough Hall.

AUTHOR VISIT...Julie Salamon, pic-
tured, will discuss her newest book,
“An Innocent Bystander: The Killing
of Leon Klinghoffer,” on Thursday,
November 14, at 7:30 p.m., at Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield. This event is
free and open to the public. Interested
persons are asked to RSVP at
tewnj.org/one-congregation-one-
book. Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street.

Local Congregation
Helps Fight Hunger

MOUNTAINSIDE — Approxi-
mately 40 congregants from the
Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside were joined by Boy
Scouts from local Troop 177, their
leaders and other Mountainside resi-
dents on September 15 to partici-
pate in the Rise Against Hunger
food program.

The Reverend Leigh Gillis, interim
pastor, had participated in four previ-
ous events and arranged this one at
the Community Presbyterian Church.
The church is located at 1459 Deer
Path, Mountainside.

The Rise Against Hunger leaders
explained the process by which ap-
proximately 10,000 bags of food
would eventually be filled, sealed,
labeled and boxed for shipment.

The process was simple, very well
organized and highly productive. Af-
ter one hour and a half, the group
filled, sealed, labeled and boxed
10,127 bags of food, each consisting
of a vitamin pack, vegetable mix,
soybean and rice. This output will
eventually provide 25,000 meals to
the hungry in a country determined
by Rise Against Hunger.

UNITED AGAINST HUNGER...Rise Against Hunger participants celebrate
their recent success in preparing more than 10,000 bags of food for those in need.
Congregation members from the Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside, together with Boy Scouts and leaders from Troop 177 and other
Mountainside residents, teamed up for the September 15 endeavor.

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

Kenilworth Historical Soc.
To Host ‘Roaring Funnies’

KENILWORTH — An evening of
suspense, humor and fun is in store
for those who attend “The Roaring
Funnies” whodunit mystery dinner
show to be hosted by the Kenilworth
Historical Society. It will take place
on Friday, November 15, from 6:30
to 11 p.m., at the Kenilworth Veter-
ans Center, located at 33 South 21st
Street, Kenilworth.

Set in a roaring 1920s’ Prohibi-
tion-era speakeasy, the show will
feature “Sharkie” and other shady
characters portrayed by the ac-
claimed Riddlesbrood Touring The-
ater Company of Stratford, N.J.,
joined by some of Kenilworth’s own
officials/residents to give the show a
local twist.

The fun-filled evening will begin
with a three-course Italian pasta din-
ner to be enjoyed as the exciting who-
dunit plot unfolds and two bumbling
gangs “duke it out” for control of the
bootleg business. To enhance the
ambience, anyone wishing to come to
the event dressed in 1920s-style attire
is encouraged to do so. A 50/50 raffle
and gift auction also will take place
during the evening.

Admission to the mystery dinner
show is $50. Advance reservations
are requested by Friday, November 1.
The seating plan accommodates eight
to 10 people per table. Early reserva-

tions are encouraged to ensure avail-
ability and avoid disappointment. For
information and reservations, call
(908) 709-0434 or visit Especially
Yours Florist, located at 13 North
20th Street, Kenilworth, where tick-
ets are being sold.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s Oswald J. Nitschke House,
a circa 1880 “living history” mu-
seum and cultural arts center, by
helping defray operating expenses,
including the cost of an elevator that
makes all levels of the restored site
fully accessible to everyone.

The Riddlesbrood Touring The-
ater Company travels throughout
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New
York, Delaware and Maryland en-
tertaining audiences with a broad
repertoire of murder mysteries, com-
edy shows and game shows. From its
beginnings nearly 20 years ago, the
professional traveling theater en-
semble has produced more than
1,500 shows for private parties, cor-
porate functions, fundraisers and
various other events. For more in-
formation about the theater company,
visit riddlesbrood.com.

The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, volunteer-based,
non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)3 or-
ganization dedicated to the research,
preservation and interpretation of the
historic Oswald J. Nitschke House,
local history and culture.

DBSA Lists Dates, Speakers
For Two Upcoming Events

AREA — The Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA)
will feature psychiatrist Rahul
Malhotra, M.D., at its monthly edu-
cational meeting on Wednesday,
October 30. A graduate of Rutgers
University and Tufts University
School of Medicine, Dr. Malhotra
did his residency in adult psychia-
try at Thomas Jefferson University
Hospital in Philadelphia. He won
the Arnold P. Gold Award for Hu-
manism and Excellence in Teach-
ing in 2013. He is a member of
Partners in Psychiatry, LLP, along
with Mahamaya Malhotra, M.D.,
located in Summit.

Dr. Malhotra’s presentation will
be on “Paradox” (similar to what is
called “reverse psychology”). It
will include a short lecture fol-
lowed by an open discussion on
paradox in psychiatry.

On Wednesday, November 13,
the DBSA will feature Bernard Ivin,
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker
specializing in cognitive behavioral
therapy in the treatment of mood
disorders and substance abuse. He
has been in private practice since
1998. For more information about
Mr. Ivin and the services he pro-
vides, visit strengthforchange.com.

His presentation will be entitled
“When Nagging, Lecturing & Yell-
ing Do Not Work – A Guide to
Parenting the Strong-Willed
Child.” This seminar will teach
parents the key to being effective

with the strong-willed child, strat-
egies for cultivating a cooperative
family environment, and a system
for effective discipline.

These educational meetings of
the DBSA take place on a Wednes-
day every month at 7:45 p.m. using
the facilities of the Morristown Uni-
tarian Fellowship, 21 Normandy
Heights Road, about one block east
of the Morris  Museum, in
Morristown. The public is invited
to attend all meetings; a nominal
donation is requested from non-
members, when possible. Free lit-
erature is available to all attendees
and there is an extensive lending
library of educational audiotapes,
CDs and videotapes, also free.

In addition to the lecture series,
peer group support sessions led by
experienced facilitators are held
every Tuesday evening of the
month, also using the facilities of
the Morristown Unitarian Fellow-
ship in Morristown, at 7:30 p.m.
Separate groups for young adults
are held every Tuesday evening
and separate groups for friends and
family are held periodically. All
are always welcome.

To learn more about the support
group and to view links to other
sources of helpful information, visit
the website of the Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance/Morristown
Area at http://dbsanewjersey.org/
morristownarea. For further local in-
formation, call (973) 994-1143.

James G. Thomson, Loving Father,
Army Sergeant, Worked For Mobil Oil

James G. Thomson

James G. Thomson of Scotch
Plains, N.J., passed away on Sun-
day, October 20, 2019, at Over-
look Medical Center
in Summit, N.J. James
was preceded in death
by his wife, Barbara
(Pierson) Thomson,
and is survived by
three daughters,
Wendy S. Thomson of
Meriden, Conn., Jen-
nifer L. Thomson of
Linden,  N.J. ,  and
Tracey S. Thomson of
Forked River, N.J.,
and a son-in-law,
Michael Novak of
Meriden, Conn.

James was born and raised and
spent most of his life in Westfield,
N.J. He attended Westfield High
School and was the captain of the

basketball team. He served in the
Korean War as a head sergeant in
the Army. He worked his whole ca-

reer for Mobil Oil Cor-
poration in New York
City and Fairfax, Va.

Graveside services
will begin at 11 a.m. to-
day, Thursday, October
24, 2019, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements are by
Gray Funeral Home in
Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
to offer condolences.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions in
his memory would be ap-

preciated to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital or the Alzheimer’s
Association at ALZ.org.
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