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1115 Summit Avenue, Westfield

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRANSPORTATION HISTORY...Visitors view borough artifacts and historic
documents on Saturday at the Fanwood Train Station, which was one of the many
stops in Union County during the Four Centuries in a Weekend celebration.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOUR CENTURIES WEEKEND...Mayor Alexander Smith, center left, joins other Scotch Plains residents on Saturday at
the Shady Rest Clubhouse, which was among the highlights during Union County’s annual Four Centuries in a Weekend
celebration.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
 MAKING A NEW FRIEND...A petting zoo for the kids was one of the attractions
at Saturday's Harvest Festival at Frazee Park in Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
FANWOOD CLERK RETIRING...Fanwood Council President Tom Kranz
announced Monday night that Fanwood Borough Clerk and Administrator
Eleanor McGovern is retiring at the end of the year after 35 years of service. She
is shown here during a tour in April 2019 of Bayshore Recycling.
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Board OKs Zoning Change
For Route 22 Gas Station

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board last week approved a rezoning
amendment to the township’s master
plan and then endorsed a proposed
ordinance to codify that zoning
change.

At its October 16 meeting, the board
heard a presentation from planner
Michael Mistretta on whether the
property at 2650 Route 22, currently
in a residential zone, should be re-
zoned to the B-3 Highway Business
zone. The property — which lies on a
piece of land between the highway
and Mountain Avenue — is now, and
has been for decades, a gas station
and auto service facility.

Mr. Mistretta told the board that,
given the history of the property, he
could not justify keeping it in the R-
2 Residential zone. “It’s in the wrong
zone. It should have been in the B-3
zone a long time ago,” he said. The
property “entirely meets” the goal of
the master plan to have non-residen-
tial commercial businesses along the
Route 22 corridor, he said, adding
that any significant changes to the

property in the future would likely
require hearings before the planning
board or the zoning board of adjust-
ment.

Several residents living near the
property expressed their opposition
to the zoning change, with Rolling
Knolls Road resident John Lama
wondering if the board knew what the
property owner intends to do with the
site. After Deputy Mayor Josh
Losardo said he had heard of plans to
turn the auto service building into a
convenience store, Board Chairman
Joseph Doyle cautioned against
speculating. “We don’t have any ac-
tual idea,” he said.

The board then voted unanimously
to endorse the zoning change’s addi-
tion to the master plan and then voted
to support the proposed ordinance
changing the zoning designation. The
township council will hold a public
hearing on the ordinance at its Tues-
day, November 12 meeting.

The board also was briefed last
week on a few changes to the redevel-
opment plan for the Snuffy’s Pantagis
property. The 5.5-acre site is slated to

Hate Speech Topic of Panel
During Forum at UCC

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — State Assembly
Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) mod-
erated a panel on “The Serious Issue
of Hate Speech and Division in
America” Monday at The Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in
Cranford.

Featured members of the panel in-
cluded current New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir S. Grewal; Executive
Director of the State and Local Gov-
ernment Program at Georgetown Law
School Meryl J. Chertoff; former New
Jersey Attorney General and U.S.
Senator Jeffrey Chiesa; former NJ
NAACP Political Director Walter
Fields and former New Jersey Attor-
ney General Christopher S. Porrino.
The purpose of the panel discussion
was to bring attention to the rise in
documented hate and bias crimes in
recent years as reflected by statistical
data.

“In 2016, the reported number of
bias and hate crimes in New Jersey
was 417,” Mr. Grewal said. “In 2017
the number was 549. In 2018 the
number increased to 569. We are not
done with 2019, and as of October 1,
there were 705 documented hate and
bias crimes in New Jersey. I think
what that shows you is that incidents
of bias and hate in this state are on the
rise.”

The Internet and social media took
a beating on this night, with panelists
in agreement that the growth of this
technology has provided platforms to
those who harbor hateful ideology.

“Things have gotten much worse
because of the rise of the right on the
Internet,” said Ms. Chertoff, a former
Westfield resident. “It is not an acci-
dent. A lot of these groups are well
funded. They are finding

spokespeople at the high levels of
government and society and they are
working at the grassroots level to
recruit.”

Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Fields for
his unique perspective on the issue of
hate.

“You really have to look at what we
are doing in our public school system
to make sure that children are aware
of the cultural diversity that we have
in New Jersey and respect that. What
are we doing in communities so that
neighbors actually know each other
again? I always tell the story that the
only reason my wife and I purchased
a home in Maplewood was because
when my wife and I were looking at
the house, a soon-to-be white neigh-
bor walked out and said to us that she
really hoped we would buy the house
and that it would be great to have us
there. That started a 22-year friend-
ship. Part of it is interpersonal, part of
it is systemic, but I will not say that it
is new. I think it has always been
there.”

Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Porrino
whether it is ever acceptable for pub-
lic figures and elected officials to be
confronted at restaurants or while out
with their families.

“I think that when you sign up for
the job, you go in with your eyes
open.  It goes with the territory,” Mr.
Porrino responded.

Mr. Chiesa weighed in on the same
topic. “When I was in the Senate, I
saw it. Folks would be confronted, on
both sides. I always thought it was
terribly unfair. Luckily for me, no-
body knew who the hell I was. So I
never had that problem. When people
are trying to enjoy their personal lives,
I think that kind of thing is completely
off limits.”

Mr. Grewal brought up a statistic
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Letters -- “Their Opposition to
Forced Consolidation of Our
Schools” by Vincent Kearney,
Garwood; “Mary Ann Kjetsaa for
Garwood BOE” by Carolyn Warchol,
Garwood; “Please Support Rob
Benacchio For Town Council” by
Andrew Wasserman, Westfield;
“Vote for Stevens, Nicastro &
Bellomo” by Thomas MacInnis,
Garwood; “These Democrats Do Not
Represent the Best of Garwood” by
Bernie Segebade, Garwood.

Community -- “Westfield YMCA
Kindergarten Visits Fire Department.”

Sports -- Summit Burns Blue Devil
Boys on PKs in UCT Semi; Blue
Devil Boys Win UCC XC, WF Girls
3rd; Soccer Blue Devils Advance to
UC Finals Via Shootout; Cougars Dis-
rupt Royals, 2-1, in UCT Girls Soc-
cer Semi; Cougar Gridders Recoil;
Prey on JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0; Br
H2O Downs Westfield, 17-6, in Clas-
sic Football Showdown; Raiders Stun
Cougars In Girls’ Soccer.

Karen Mitchell Sworn In As
New SP-F BOE Member

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Karen A.
Mitchell was sworn in last Thursday
as the newest member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
filling a board vacancy.

Ms. Mitchell, a licensed social
worker, was picked earlier this month
to fill a vacancy left by the resignation
of Cynthia Clancy. Ms. Clancy and her
family moved to Texas. Ms. Mitchell’s
term will expire in November of 2020.

To fill the seat for the duration of its
term, board members sought appli-
cants to contact the board office by

the deadline of October 1.
The board then held an interview

night for all interested candidates,
which amounted to three on October
10 in the administration building on
Cedar Street. The meeting was open
to the public.

In other business, the board recog-
nized its newly-tenured staff at a cer-
emony preceding the regular busi-
ness of the board meeting.

Teachers receiving tenure included
Avery Boettcher and Reyna Martoccia
from School One; Joanne Boettcher,
Lynee Cinella, Jennifer Drechel,
Cristhian Mora-Franco, Courtney

Noon-Vargas and Matthew Ritsko
from Park Middle School; Thomas
Andrews and Rachel Cuzzo from
Terrill Middle School, and Ashleigh
Boyce, Swati Bulusu, Michael
Hergenhan, Joshua Jordan, Kelly May,
Li Salewski and Theresa Skoog from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Karen Wetherell was tenured as an
administrator and Jaclyn Tumolo was
tenured in the Department of Special
Services.

Michael Davis, Ryan Dominguez,
Darlene Kendrick, Michelle Napier
and Judi Resnicoff were all tenured
as central office staff.

In other business, it was announced
that during the week of November 15
through November 22, a new block
schedule will be piloted for students
at the high school.

It was explained that a block sched-
ule allows students to have longer
class periods to have a more concen-
trated day.

Block scheduling also allows for
having those periods every other day.
For example, if a student had a 40-
minute math class daily, he or she
would instead have a math class for an
hour and 20 minutes every other day.

It was reported that the classes
would run 77 minutes per class and
also would give the students a slightly
longer lunch period.

Additionally, it was reported that
the concept of the block scheduling
process was one that came from the
strategic planning process meetings
that come up every few years within
the district. Other neighboring dis-
tricts such as Clark adopted the A/B
block schedule a few years ago.

Audience members were further
reminded that this was just a trial
process to see if the new schedule
could be adopted.

The next board meeting will be
held tonight, October 24, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the administration building.

Eleanor McGovern Retiring
As Fanwood Borough Clerk

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – It was announced
Monday evening at the Fanwood
Borough Council’s regular meeting
that longtime Borough Administra-
tor/Clerk Eleanor McGovern will re-
tire at the end of the year.

Mrs. McGovern has served in her
current position for 35 years.

According to Council President
Tom Kranz, more details on her last
day will be reported at an upcoming
council meeting.

Mrs. McGovern started her career

under Mayor Patricia M. Kuran in the
1980s. She has been a part of many
borough functions and volunteer ac-
tivities throughout her more than three
decades of service, including orga-
nizing Christmas gifts from Fanwood
and Scotch Plains residents for spe-
cial-needs children in Union County
in the 1990s.

Helping to fill the position that will
be vacated by Mrs. McGovern will be
the Government Strategy Group from
Shrewsbury.

The first reading of a resolution
was approved Monday evening for
the governing body to help identify a
new borough clerk. According to the
resolution, the individual will act as
the borough’s custodian of records,

secretary to the governing body and
administrator of local elections, as
well as other important governmental
duties.

The borough will pay the Govern-
ment Strategy Group $9,950 for its
work in recruiting a new municipal
clerk.

In other business, the borough coun-
cil recognized four members of the
Fanwood Garden Club for “imple-
menting and facilitating the beautifi-
cation of Fanwood’s downtown.”

These four members include Mary
Kelly, Suzanne Jacobs, Eileen Mor-
ris and Millie Yarcheski. Each volun-
teer was given a sketch of the
borough’s historical train station
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