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1115 Summit Avenue, Westfield

Fred R. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
PIE, ANYONE?..Apple pies of every shape, size and recipe were a big attraction
at the AppleFest event at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center in
Westfield during Union County's Four Centuries in a Weekend celebration.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COOKING...The Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield was built in 1740 by Samuel Miller. This past Sunday, docents costumed
in 18th-century clothing showed visitors the process of cooking over an open
hearth as part of Union County’s Four Centuries in a Weekend festivities.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
GET YOUR TICKET...Westfield Town Hall’s community room has been trans-
formed into a model train exhibition room. Gomez’s Dynamite Model Railway
exhibit has trains from The Model Railroad Club of Union County, Central Jersey
N-Trak, and the Gersten family, whose small-scale model railroad layout was built
to represent major Westfield landmarks, past and present. There also is art from
Charles Addams and historical photos displayed. See addamsfest.com for details.
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Garwood Cands. Air Views
On Services, Redevelopment

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD - Incumbent Demo-
cratic council members Jennifer
Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow and
Russell Graham, all of whom are seek-
ing reelection, debated Republican
challengers Bill Bellomo, Joe
Nicastro and Victor Stevens Thurs-
day at a forum sponsored by The
Pointe condominium association.
Each candidate read a two-minute
introduction, closing, and responded
to various questions on topics includ-

ing shared-service agreements, rede-
velopment projects, and other bor-
ough-related topics.

A Garwood resident for more than
30 years, Mr. Stevens has volunteered
on the Garwood First Aid Squad.
Professionally, he works as a local
engineer while spending free time
raising money for children with spe-
cial needs.

Mr. Stevens stated that he will fo-
cus on three key areas if elected:
taxes, schools and public safety.

“My taxes are higher now than my
mortgage to buy into Garwood,” Mr.
Stevens said.

The candidate said he will be living
off a “small pension” and Social Se-
curity some day, which is why he will

focus on making Garwood’s financials
“leaner.”

Mr. Nicastro has been a Garwood
resident for five years and is raising a
three-year old daughter. Profession-
ally, he is a public works employee in
another community. Mr. Nicastro said
his extensive knowledge of public
works, town operations, including
catch basin repair, tree removal, as
well as building and grounds repairs,
will be applicable if serving on the
council.

“I am doing this because I love
where I live; I want the kids of
Garwood to have a future here. I want
the people of our town to have a
voice. I want Garwood to put us on

Hate Speech Topic of Panel
During Forum at UCC

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — State Assembly
Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) mod-
erated a panel on “The Serious Issue
of Hate Speech and Division in
America” Monday at The Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in
Cranford.

Featured members of the panel in-
cluded current New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir S. Grewal; Executive
Director of the State and Local Gov-
ernment Program at Georgetown Law
School Meryl J. Chertoff; former New
Jersey Attorney General and U.S.
Senator Jeffrey Chiesa; former NJ
NAACP Political Director Walter
Fields and former New Jersey Attor-
ney General Christopher S. Porrino.
The purpose of the panel discussion
was to bring attention to the rise in
documented hate and bias crimes in
recent years as reflected by statistical
data.

“In 2016, the reported number of
bias and hate crimes in New Jersey
was 417,” Mr. Grewal said. “In 2017
the number was 549. In 2018 the
number increased to 569. We are not
done with 2019, and as of October 1,
there were 705 documented hate and
bias crimes in New Jersey. I think
what that shows you is that incidents
of bias and hate in this state are on the
rise.”

The Internet and social media took
a beating on this night, with panelists
in agreement that the growth of this
technology has provided platforms to
those who harbor hateful ideology.

“Things have gotten much worse
because of the rise of the right on the
Internet,” said Ms. Chertoff, a former
Westfield resident. “It is not an acci-
dent. A lot of these groups are well
funded. They are finding
spokespeople at the high levels of CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

government and society and they are
working at the grassroots level to
recruit.”

Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Fields for
his unique perspective on the issue of
hate.

“You really have to look at what we
are doing in our public school system
to make sure that children are aware
of the cultural diversity that we have
in New Jersey and respect that. What
are we doing in communities so that
neighbors actually know each other
again? I always tell the story that the
only reason my wife and I purchased
a home in Maplewood was because
when my wife and I were looking at
the house, a soon-to-be white neigh-
bor walked out and said to us that she
really hoped we would buy the house
and that it would be great to have us
there. That started a 22-year friend-
ship. Part of it is interpersonal, part of
it is systemic, but I will not say that it
is new. I think it has always been
there.”

Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Porrino
whether it is ever acceptable for pub-
lic figures and elected officials to be
confronted at restaurants or while out
with their families.

“I think that when you sign up for
the job, you go in with your eyes
open.  It goes with the territory,” Mr.
Porrino responded.

Mr. Chiesa weighed in on the same
topic. “When I was in the Senate, I
saw it. Folks would be confronted, on
both sides. I always thought it was
terribly unfair. Luckily for me, no-
body knew who the hell I was. So I
never had that problem. When people
are trying to enjoy their personal lives,
I think that kind of thing is completely
off limits.”

Mr. Grewal brought up a statistic
relating to who the actual perpetra-
tors of bias and hate crimes are and

Fred R. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
TOWN COUNCIL DEBATE...Westfield Town Council candidates participated in a forum moderated by Fred Rossi of The
Westfield Leader (not pictured) Monday night at the municipal building. Pictured, from left to right, are: Ward 1 candidates
Democrat Jim Boyes and Republican Robert Benacchio, Ward 2 candidate Democrat Mark Parmelee, Ward 3 candidates
Republican Councilman Mark LoGrippo and Democrat Jennifer Gilman, and Ward 4 candidates Republican Councilman
Doug Stokes and Democrat Scott Katz.
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Letters -- “Their Opposition to
Forced Consolidation of Our
Schools” by Vincent Kearney,
Garwood; “Mary Ann Kjetsaa for
Garwood BOE” by Carolyn Warchol,
Garwood; “Please Support Rob
Benacchio For Town Council” by
Andrew Wasserman, Westfield;
“Vote for Stevens, Nicastro &
Bellomo” by Thomas MacInnis,
Garwood; “These Democrats Do Not
Represent the Best of Garwood” by
Bernie Segebade, Garwood.

Community -- “Westfield YMCA
Kindergarten Visits Fire Department.”

Sports -- Summit Burns Blue Devil
Boys on PKs in UCT Semi; Blue
Devil Boys Win UCC XC, WF Girls
3rd; Soccer Blue Devils Advance to
UC Finals Via Shootout; Cougars Dis-
rupt Royals, 2-1, in UCT Girls Soc-
cer Semi; Cougar Gridders Recoil;
Prey on JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0; Br
H2O Downs Westfield, 17-6, in Clas-
sic Football Showdown; Raiders Stun
Cougars In Girls’ Soccer.

Council Candidates Discuss
Current Issues in Westfield

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Seven candidates
in next month’s election for town
council squared off on Monday night
in a debate that addressed downtown
issues, municipal spending and rev-
enues, parks and recreation and mat-
ters relating to the town’s four wards.
Four seats are up for grabs on No-
vember 5, with the council presently
split between four Democrats, plus
Democratic Mayor Shelley Brindle,
and four Republicans.

The 90-minute program sponsored
by The Westfield Leader kicked off
with a question for the candidates

about what they see as the biggest
issues in their particular wards. First
Ward Republican candidate Robert
Benacchio cited the lack of field space
for sports, the recent slate of thefts,
for which he suggested a neighbor-
hood network, and pedestrian safety.
His opponent, Democrat Jim Boyes,
said that the “most common lament is
taxes; taxes are driving us out of
Westfield.” He suggested further ef-
forts at controlling municipal costs
such as through lower insurance ex-
penses.

Democrat Mark Parmelee, who is
seeking a seat in the Second Ward,
said implementing the strategic

parks plan and bike safety is a prior-
ity in his district. His Republican
opponent, Richard Bodmer, was
unable to take part in Monday’s
forum.

Third Ward Republican Council-
man Mark LoGrippo said public
safety is “something that is always on
my mind,” noting that increased de-
velopment in Westfield and Garwood
will lead to an increase in traffic. He
said the flashing beacons program
has been very successful as has the
recently-installed traffic light at Lam-
berts Mill Road and Rahway Road.
His Democratic opponent, Jennifer
Gilman, said that as she campaigns
door-to-door, residents are concerned
with infrastructure and road paving,
sidewalks, flooding and direct, peak-
time train service into New York.

Fourth Ward Republican incum-
bent Doug Stokes highlighted his
teamwork with Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey on such matters as PSE&G’s
proposed 69kv power line. “We need
to make sure we handle that smartly,”
he said. He also mentioned Tamaques
Park, saying that “we need a playing
field for our kids.” His Democratic
opponent, Scott Katz, said issues in
Ward 4 are getting a one-seat train
ride, road resurfacing, and the future
of Tamaques Park. “I want to main-
tain the natural beauty of that park,”
he said. “I don’t think it makes sense
to make that into a sports facility.”

The candidates were asked several
questions about the downtown busi-
ness district, including the current
vacancy rate, the future of the Rialto
Theatre and their vision for the down-
town in the coming years. Messrs.
Parmelee, LoGrippo and Boyes and
Ms. Gilman agreed that implement-
ing the town’s master plan is key.
“Addressing parking is a big deal” for
both employees and shoppers, Ms.
Gilman added. Mr. Stokes called at-
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Cranford Receives FEMA
Grant for Home Elevations

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A new wave of flood
control grant funding is making its way
into the township. Six homes located
near the Rahway River have been ap-
proved by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) to be el-
evated and will give the township close
to $2 million to make it happen.

The federal share of the grant fund-
ing is $1,668,563 while the balance of
$57,536 is to be split amongst two of
the six homes. Those two homes were
granted to receive 90 percent of the
FEMA funding. The other four homes
will be given 100 percent of the cost to
elevate their homes. The homes that
were submitted in the grant request
from the township are described as
being sever repetitive loss (the four
homes) or have a repetitive loss (the
two homes) after a flood has hit.

“We submit severe repetitive loss
and repetitive loss to balance out the
cost befit ratio to make our application
more appealing to FEMA,” said Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen, Jr., who
also sits on the flood advisory board.

The homes that have been approved
to receive the grant funding are: 105
Edgewood Road, 12 Forest Avenue,

14 Kensington Avenue, 610 River-
side Drive, 2 Venetia Avenue and 9
Richmond Avenue.

The township had once before re-
ceived grant funding from FEMA for
elevations, but at the times the
homeowners were receiving 75 per-
cent of the cost to elevate about the
flood levels, while having to foot the
bill for the remaining 25 percent. It
has historically cost about $225,000
to elevate a home in Cranford, Mr.
Hannen said, and homeowners had to
pay roughly over $50,000 in their
share in the first phase of grants.

The township committee at last
Tuesday’s meeting passed three resolu-
tions that will move the elevations for-
ward. Those resolutions will allow the
township to advertise for proposals for
a grant administrator, for construction
management to oversee the process,
and for architectural services to design
how the homes will be elevated.

Typically, elevated homes would be
required to have its first floor elevated
to one foot above base flood elevation
as shown in the FEMA maps. But the
township seeks stronger flood control
by elevating the homes higher to one
foot above the flood levels recorded
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