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Correction
The photo credit on the front page

of last week’s Times on coverage of
Rose Checchio Breast Cancer Walk
to Wipe Out Breast Cancer was taken
by Paul Lachenauer.

BRING THE KIDS TO THE CHELSEA  AT FANWOOD FOR

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25TH

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM
EVERYTHING IS SUPPLIED!
RSVP BY OCT. 21, 908-654-5200. LIMITED SEATING.

ASSISTED LIVING • INDEPENDENT LIVING • MEMORY CARE

295 SOUTH AVENUE, FANWOOD, NJ 07023
CHELSEASENIORLIVING.COM

Photo courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
NEWLY TURFED...Local and county officials attend the ribbon-cutting last
week for the new turf fields at Ponderosa Park in Scotch Plains. The two multi-use
fields will serve local lacrosse, soccer, field hockey and football teams. Other
improvements include tree planting, repaving the entrance and a general “spruc-
ing up” of the 23-acre park that opened in 2012. Among those attending the
ceremony were Union County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, Vice-
Chairman Alexander Mirabella and Freeholders Rebecca Williams and Andrea
Staten, Union County Deputy County Manager Amy Wagner, Scotch Plains
Mayor Al Smith, township officials and student athletes at Ponderosa Park.

need to raise $3 million for the ac-
quisition and construction of the
building in the early 2000s. The cost
was offset by grants, gifts and the
sale of other properties. In addition,
a non-profit, Friends of the Child
Advocacy Center, was created to
support the center.

“We service hundreds of families
every year,” Mr. Esmerado said,
thanking the board for the support of
the center over the years.

In his remarks, Mr. Gagliardi said
it was “mind numbing that 30 years
ago I started out as an intern with the
freeholders.”

“It’s very bittersweet for me. I
love working for this county,” said
Mr. Gagliardi, who was promoted to
chief of detectives in 2017. “This
(the resolution) is a tremendous
honor for me.”

Mr. Gagliardi, of Westfield, began
his service to Union County on Au-
gust 1, 1992 as a freeholder aide. He
served six years with the Union
County Sheriff’s Office and over 20
years with the Prosecutor’s Office,
joining the UCPO in 1998. He over-
see both the Prosecutor’s Office’s
Homicide Task Force and the Spe-
cial Prosecutions Unit. In January
2016 he was assigned to oversee the
Special Prosecutions Unit, Special
Victims Unit, and Intelligence Unit.
In 2018 Mr. Gagliardi was named
investigations supervisor before as-
suming the role of counsel to the
prosecutor on policy and procedure
earlier this year.

He also is an adjunct professor at
Union County College, where he
teaches English Literature.
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Raritan Valley One-Seat
“This action is important and pro-

vides an option for commuters, but
we will continue making the case for
direct-train service during peak rush
hours and weekends. Ridership on
RVL continues to grow and in fact,
has the third-highest ridership (ex-
cluding Northeast Corridor) on the
NJ Transit system,” Mayor Mahr
said.

Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle,
co-chair of the Raritan Valley Line
Mayors’ Alliance, said in a released
statement, “You spoke out, rallied
with us, signed petitions and got at-
tention for the Raritan Valley Line.
We pledge to continue working on
your behalf, and remain committed to
finding solutions that improve ser-
vice.”

Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield),
whose district includes Cranford,
Garwood and Westfield, all stops on
the RVL, commented that, “Westfield
and other municipalities along the
Raritan Valley Line are commuter
towns. Having safe, reliable rail ser-
vice directly impacts the quality of
life of our residents. Convenience
matters, too. That’s why I have long
fought for a one-seat ride to Manhat-
tan that doesn’t require commuters to

waste time switching trains as they
travel to and from work each day. The
hours saved by not having to switch
trains is time that can be spent having
breakfast with family in the morning.
It can make it possible to get home in
time for a child’s game in the evening.

“I’ve worked for years alongside
the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and
our mayors to make a one-seat ride a
reality. It’s often seemed like an up-
hill battle, but we never gave up. We
fought to ensure that Governor
Murphy and his predecessor under-
stood that this initiative is of the great-
est importance to our towns along the
line. Today’s announcement is a di-
rect result of those efforts,” Sen. Kean
said.

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), who represents Scotch
Plains and Fanwood in the State Leg-
islature, added that, “Today’s news is
a positive step in the right direction
for all of the communities that sit on
the Raritan Valley Line. One-seat ride
is critical for the continued economic
growth of our region. I want to ap-
plaud all who have given their time to
make the Raritan Valley Line a more
commuter-friendly method of transit.
I am thrilled that we have achieved
this vital first step.”

Courtesy of Deborah Enix-Ross
LEADER IN SEOUL...Attorney and Westfield resident, Deborah Enix-Ross,
attended the International Bar Association (IBA) conference in Seoul, South
Korea. The conference, held September 23 to 27, attracted more than 5,000
lawyers from 120 countries. Here, Ms. Enix-Ross is seen standing in the garden at
the Korean Stone Art Museum.

Photo courtesy of Ellen deHavilland/Arc of Union County
CELEBRATING A MILESTONE...The Arc of Union County celebrated 70 years
of service to the community at Stage House Tavern in Mountainside on October
3.  Pictured, from left to right, are: The Arc of Union County board members Lisa
O’Reilly, David Light, William Brown, vice-president; Jeannine Hyman, board
president; Mary Downs, Linda Darge, secretary; James Mooney, Justin Linder,
Stephanie Branna, Beth Eckenrode, and Arc of Union County Executive Director
Frank X. Caragher.

Karen Mitchell Appointed
To Vacant Seat on SP-F BOE

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At a special
meeting held Thursday to appoint
someone to the vacant seat on the
board of education, board members
announced the selection of Scotch
Plains resident Karen Mitchell, a
licensed social worker. The appoint-
ment was announced after three can-
didates were interviewed to fill the
one-year vacancy that was left by
board of education member Cynthia
Clancy of Scotch Plains.

The other two candidates vying
for the position were Vincent Cucci
and Chris Ann Wright, both attor-
neys from Scotch Plains.

Candidates were asked questions
about handling conflict and about
how they would communicate a new
education initiative.

Mr. Cucci stated that he under-
stood that being on the board and
making decisions would ”impact the
children of the community greatly.”
He noted that he also understood
making those decisions would be
humbling and challenging. He also

noted that getting information to
the community was important and
that he understood that people want
to have a say in what goes on in the
decision-making process. He sug-
gested social media for getting in-
formation about a new initiative.

Chris Wright stated that she felt
the biggest challenge in resolving
conflict and in making decisions for
the district was in “finding the right
balance.” She noted that there
needed to be a balance so that poli-
cies weren’t “too flexible which
could cause chaos or too stiff which
could be too militaristic.” She also
stated that social media could be
used to communicate a new district
initiative and also the use of parent
emails.

Ms. Mitchell stated that her big-
gest challenge on the board in con-
flict resolution or making decisions
would be in making sure her thought
processes in making those decisions
were “thorough.” She stated that
she knew the position would present
itself with a “learning curve” and
she was happy to learn from the
current board members.

She also mentioned social media
for presenting new initiatives and
also included having open forums
to present them.

Board President Karen Kulikowski
addressed the audience, thanking the
candidates for their time and interest
and encouraged all to run for future
board seats. She stated that it was a
“very hard decision.”

 It was noted that Ms. Clancy had
to leave her seat on the board a year
before the term’s expiration as she
and her family are moving to Texas.
She first announced that she had to
give up her seat on the board in late
August.

She had stated how proud she was
to serve on such a hard working
board and that she will miss the
district. Her last meeting was on
September 24.

The next board meeting will be
held tonight, October 17, at 7:30
p.m. The meeting will be held in the
administrative building located at
512 Cedar Street in Scotch Plains.
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SP Council
in the early 1970s and underwent a
small expansion, an upgrade to its
HVAC system and some faces rede-
signs in 2006. The fire department
building behind it is several decades
older and was initially built to house
the public works department.

The mayor asked, “Why sink more
money into our public buildings
when we know they are not cur-
rently located in the best location?”
Keeping them in the downtown, he
said, “will make it more difficult to
grow and expand our public build-
ings to meet our growing popula-
tion demands.”

Redevelopment Coordinator Tho-
mas Strowe emphasized that there
is still “lots of work yet to do”
including actual schematic draw-
ings of any new facilities, how much
of the properties to use, the financ-
ing involved in constructing a new
building, environmental issues, etc.

Police Chief Ted Conley said that
in his more than 20 years with the
township, “I always thought the po-
lice department does not belong
here.” He said the downtown area is
“very congested” for emergency re-
sponders, but added, in a nod to
Plainfield Avenue neighborhood
concerns, that most of his officers
are not in the building during their
shifts so it’s likely homeowners
would not see a significant increase
in police car traffic in their neigh-
borhood.

Deputy Fire Chief Skip Paal
pointed out that the north side fire
house was not originally built to
house fire equipment and that some

of the department’s larger trucks
are too large to fit in the north side
building and have to be housed at
the south side facility on Raritan
Road. He added that fire-safety rat-
ing agencies have taken note of that
inability to house large equipment
in their determinations about safety
and related insurance factors.

A couple who have lived on Henry
Street for more than 40 years spoke
out against the idea of relocating
the municipal functions. Mr.
Brzozowski said that when he and
his wife purchased their home in the
1970s, “we did not expect the town
to build a municipal complex out
our back window.” His wife won-
dered how fire trucks would get
from their new location to, for ex-
ample, an incident on Route 22 and
speculated that Henry Street would
be the quickest route. A Westfield
Avenue resident expressed concerns
about the safety of school children
crossing Westfield Avenue to and
from Evergreen School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo told
residents that the best forum to voice
their concerns is at the downtown
redevelopment committee meeting
scheduled for next Wednesday, Oc-
tober 23.
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Coyotes
acting aggressive, if the town gets a
call, an officer will be sent.

If a coyote is seen and residents are
concerned about their safety or the safety
of their family and/or pets, the town is
directing residents to call the Police
Department immediately and an of-
ficer will be dispatched to the scene.

See https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/coyotes/ for
more information and tips on dealing
with coyotes.

Off-Peak Train Reactivation
Discussed By Committee

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — With Governor Phil
Murphy announcing on October 14 at the
Westfield Train Station in Westfield the
restoration of the Raritan Valley Line’s
off-peak, midday midtown direct services
come November; Cranford’s Township
Committee would take the opportunity
and discuss what this victory represents in
creating greater connectivity from Cran-
ford to New York along with the addi-
tional steps required in providing mid-
town direct trains during commuting hours.

The topic of NJ Transit Raritan Line
future was taken up by both the committee
and public, including Commissioner Mary
O’Connor.

Ms. O’Connor, like the other commis-
sioners who spoke on the matter at Tuesday’s
committee meeting, was pleased to see off-
peak services restored, but believes more
midtown direct access is necessary for Cran-
ford commuters during peak hours.

“I think it’s great we have the off-peak
service back,” Commissioner O’Connor
said. “We need to be proactive and do
everything we can to highlight that group
of people who have been ignored by the
midtown direct service,” she added.

Highlighting increased development
among the Raritan Valley Line, which Ms.
O’Connor said could see 8,000 more resi-
dents over the next 10 years, there’s a lack
of transit available to accommodate an
influx of future riders. “We need to make
sure we take future development into ac-
count and make sure riders on the Raritan
Valley Line get a fair and equitable share
of the midtown direct trains,” she said.

Speaking during the public portion of
the official meeting was Kathleen Miller
Prunty, a Cranford resident and eight-year
member of the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion who serves as Cranford’s representa-
tive to the Coalition. She is also a Demo-
cratic candidate for township committee.

Ms. Miller Prunty called on the com-

mittee to support an amendment to As-
sembly Bill 5256 in the state assembly.
The bill itself directs New Jersey to do a
“feasibility study,” according to the lan-
guage of the legislation. Ms. Miller Prunty,
who helped the Raritan Line first gain one-
seat access ride back in 2015 before the
service was removed, believes the study
itself to be unnecessary and hopes the
legislation can pass with an amendment
adding more Raritan Valley midtown di-
rect trains on top of what was announced
at Governor Murohy’s press conference
on Monday.

 “Realistically, you’re not going to get
100 percent access until those tunnels are
built, however we can get some,” Ms.
Prunty said.

Mayor Patrick Giblin offered his thoughts
first by thanking his fellow mayors includ-
ing Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, say-
ing that as mayors they are aware there is
work to be done. “I think it’s great for
Cranford commuters and property own-
ers,” Mayor Giblin said. “In speaking with
realtors there was concern we weren’t go-
ing to get any midtown direct back,” Mayor
Giblin said. “This is a step in the right
direction, but there’s work to be done.”

LEADER IN ARKANSAS...Bruce and Kris Paterson stopped in to the Pig Trail
Bypass Cafe in Elkins, Ark., for their famous "Hooshburger."


