
Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 60th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 42-2019 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, October 17, 2019

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 8-9
Editorial ........ 4-5, 8
Police ............ 16
Community ... 6-7
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 18
Sports ............ 11-15
Real Estate .... 11-12, 20
Classifieds ..... 17
A&E .............. 19-20

©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

908.233.5555

Frank D. Isoldi

908.787.5990

frankisoldi@gmail.com

      @frankdisoldi

      @homeswestfield

theisoldicollection.com
Home of the Week

295 Watchung Fork, Westfield

Chief Trigo Responds to
Political Post on Facebook

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo released a state-
ment on October 10 after a candidate
for borough council questioned the
validity of a post on the Fanwood
Police Department Facebook page
regarding his age and his alleged lack
of experience, ahead of the upcoming
council election next month.

Resident Jay Morris, a Republican
candidate for council, spoke before
the governing body at its October 7
meeting.

“On Monday evening, it was
brought to my attention that a mem-
ber of the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment had made a political comment
using the department’s official
Facebook account. The Fanwood
Police Department takes this matter
seriously and after a review it has
addressed the employee responsible
and reinforced to them the borough’s
policy regarding such conduct to en-
sure it does not occur in the future,”
Chief Trigo said in a statement re-
leased by his office.

“While the employee was autho-
rized to use the official Fanwood

Police Facebook account, the com-
ment in no way reflects the opinions
of, or are condoned by, the Fanwood
Police Department. Access to the ac-
count has been adjusted and adminis-
trative/corrective action has been
taken,” Chief Trigo said.

Mr. Morris, 24, is running on the
GOP line for council. Also running
for borough council this year are
Francine Glaser and incumbents
Katherine Mitchell and Jeffrey Banks,
all of whom are Democrats, and Re-
publican Brian Walter. Councilman
Tom Kranz is not seeking reelection.

Freeholders Back Bills to
Close Schools on Election Day

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders approved a resolution
last Thursday supporting state legis-
lation that would require public
schools to close for both the General
and Primary Elections.

At the October 3 Freeholder meet-
ing, Union County Board of Elec-
tions Administrator Nicole DiRado
said only three school districts are
scheduled to close for both the No-
vember General Election and June
Primary Election during the 2019-
2020 school year. They are Eliza-
beth, Cranford and Hillside. Another
six school districts will have either
an early dismissal or a half day on
Election Day, November 5, accord-
ing to a letter Ms. DiRado sent to
Union County’s state delegation in
Trenton. Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools will have
an early dismissal on Election Day.

Senate Bill 3846 and Assembly
Bill 5716 are now before the Senate
and Assembly Education Commit-
tees, respectively.

“Current law provides each board
of education with the discretion to
annually determine the dates on
which the schools of the district will
be in session, in accordance with
law. This bill requires a board of
education to close the schools of the
district on the day of a General Elec-
tion or on the day of a Primary Elec-
tion for the General Election,” ac-
cording to the bill’s explanation state-
ment.

The Senate bill is sponsored by
Senator Kristin M. Corrado (R-40th,
Totowa), a former Sussex County
clerk and current attorney. The As-
sembly bill is sponsored by Assem-
bly members Valerie Vainieri Huttle
(D-37th, Englewood), Christopher
P. DePhillips (R-40th, Midland Park)

and Shanique Speight (D-29th, New-
ark).

In other business, the freeholders
approved resolutions for two long-
time employees in the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office who are retir-
ing. Assistant Prosecutor John
Esmerado and Chief of Detectives
Vincent Gagliardi have been with
the county for 28 and 27 years, re-
spectively.

Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski noted that Mr. Esmerado
served as legal supervisor of the Spe-
cial Prosecutions Unit from 2014 to
2018, where he “oversaw investiga-
tions and prosecutions of police mis-
conduct, larsony, public corruption,
election law violations, financial
crimes, elderly cyber crime, com-
plex open public records inquiries
and open public meetings viola-
tions.”

He also worked with the Special
Victims Unit for many years where
he handled more than 1,000 cases
and prosecuted nearly 75 jury trials
during the course of his career. Mr.
Esmerado, of Berkeley Heights, was
named investigations supervisor be-
fore assuming the role of counsel to
the prosecutor on policy and proce-
dure earlier this year.

Freeholder Kowalski said Mr.
Esmerado will continue to be active
with the Friends of the Child Advo-
cacy Center, located at 240 West
Jersey Street in downtown Eliza-
beth. The center is a satellite office
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office that serves victims of child
abuse and sex crimes and their fami-
lies.

“The Child Advocacy Center was
a labor of love,” Mr. Esmerado told
the board. He said the prosecutor’s
office came before the board with
the proposal for the center with the
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Raritan Valley Line Off-Peak
Service to Resume November 4

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LAYING THE WREATH...The Color Guard lays the wreath during Scotch Plains’ annual Columbus Day celebration
Saturday on the Alan Augustine Village Green at the Columbus Monument. The event is sponsored by UNICO and The
Italian American Club.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEARTY BREAKFAST...Supporters of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Booster Club enjoy their pancakes at Saturday morning’s pancake breakfast
fundraiser held at the high school.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YUM, PANCAKES!...This youngster is all smiles after getting his plate full of
pancakes at Saturday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Booster
Club Annual Pancake Breakfast at the high school. All the food servers were
SPFHS coaches.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Governor Phil
Murphy announced the resumption
of off-peak service on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line (RVL) at a press
conference on Monday held at the
Westfield Train Station. He was joined
by NJ Transit, federal, state, county
and municipal officials.

Service will resume on Monday,
November 4. Service has been sus-
pended since September 2018 for in-
stallation of Positive Train Control
(PTC) equipment.

According to the Governor’s of-
fice, three of the four evening round
trips will be restored on November 4.
The final evening round trip, which
departed Raritan at 9:53 p.m. and
departed New York at 12:08 a.m.,

will not be restored due to the need to
inspect and prepare dual-powered
trains for the next morning’s service.
However, the current 9:53 p.m. de-
parture from Raritan will operate 16
minutes later, reducing the connect-
ing time at Newark for New York-
bound customers from 24 minutes to
eight minutes. Returning from New
York, customers will continue to use
Train 3201 (departing at 12:05 a.m.)
to connect with Train 5401 at New-
ark, with a seven-minute connection
time.

“After the Christie Administration
left Positive Train Control implemen-
tation to languish on the back burner,
leading to service cuts on the Raritan
Valley Line, our administration has
worked diligently to ensure that our
commuters get the service and safety

they deserve,” Governor Murphy said.
“With NJ Transit’s completion of an
important phase of that project, RVL
riders, who rely on NJ Transit every
day to get to and from work, have
waited long enough for this service
restoration. I’m proud to announce
today that we will resume NJ Transit’s
off-peak, one-seat rides to NY Penn
Station on the RVL and make good on
our promise to provide more reliable
service for customers in these com-
munities.”

NJ Transit President and Chief
Executive Officer Kevin Corbett said,
“We know how important this service
is to our customers on the Raritan
Valley Line, and we couldn’t be more
pleased to make this announcement.
We thank our customers for their pa-
tience and understanding while we
worked to restore weekday off-peak,
one-seat-ride service as soon as we
could. This restoration is another ex-
ample of our continued commitment
to an improved customer experience
for all of our customers.”

Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, Somerset) also said the action
was long overdue on the RVL. “It’s
wrong that Raritan Valley line pas-
sengers had no one-seat-ride service
to New York, despite the line having
more daily riders than other New
Jersey Transit lines whose trains go
straight through to the city. Restora-
tion of off-peak one-seat-ride service
is a good step forward, and I’m grate-
ful to Governor Murphy for working
with my office, as well as with the
Raritan Valley Line Mayors’ Alliance
and the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
to make it happen. We will keep push-
ing for rush-hour service as well.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, co-
chair of the Raritan Valley Line May-
ors’ Alliance, thanked the governor
for recognizing that the 23,000 RVL
commuters deserve some relief.

Letters -- “Should Patients Root
for Xi Jinping?” by Stephen DeFelice,
M.D., Westfield; “My Neighbors” by
Matthew Aslanian, Westfield; “In
Support of LoGrippo Reelection” by
Tony LaPorta, Westfield; “Educate
Yourself About the Candidates” by
Lorena Bellomo, Garwood; “I En-
dorse LoGrippo for Reelection” by
Kenneth L. MacRitchie, Rockville,
Md.; “Vote LoGrippo for Ward 3” by
Tom Madaras, Westfield; “Nicastro
for Garwood Town Council” by
Kathleen Nicastro, Garwood; “Vote
Victor Stevens to Garwood Council”
by Cheryl Pickett, Garwood; “Are

Nicastro, Bellomo, and Stevens Quali-
fied For Garwood Council?” by Rob-
ert Schilare, Garwood; “Are Nicastro,
Bellomo, and Stevens Qualified for
Garwood Council?” by Bernie
Segebade, Garwood; “One Off-Peak
One-Ride is By No Means Good
Enough,” by Francince Glaser, Fan-
wood.

Sports -- Unbeaten Rahway Runs
Over Cranford, 46-14; Blue Devils’ Air
Attack Downs Edison Eagles Gridders,
48-16; Blue Devils and Raiders Battle
to 0-0 OT Girls Soccer Draw.

Front -- Westfield Mayor’s Remarks,
Garwood Board of Education meeting.
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Photo courtesy of Ellen deHavilland/Arc of Union County
ARC MARKS 70TH  ANNIVERSARY...Along with more than 200 families and
community supporters, The Arc of Union County celebrated 70 years of service to
the community at Stage House Tavern in Mountainside on October 3.  Pictured are
Arc board members James Mooney and Frank Chimento with the Chimento
family, enjoying food, drinks and live music to celebrate the milestone.

Mayor Smith Explains Plan to
Relocate Municipal Building

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Several
neighborhood residents spoke in op-
position on Tuesday night to what
appears to be a plan to relocate the
municipal building and the police and
fire departments to Plainfield Avenue
as part of the downtown redevelop-
ment efforts, and it’s likely that resi-
dents will attend next week’s down-
town redevelopment committee meet-
ing to further voice their thoughts
about such a move.

At the township council’s meeting,

Mayor Alexander Smith—perhaps in
response to numerous postings on so-
cial media about the possibility of
relocating the township’s administra-
tive offices, read a statement pointing
out that numerous studies over the past
three-plus decades have concluded that
“the current location of our public
buildings is an impediment” to rede-
velopment in the downtown business
district. “Our public buildings are cur-
rently located on prime real estate and
generate zero tax revenue.” In addi-
tion, he said the current buildings “are
old and need replacement.”

The Plainfield Avenue properties,
one of which is currently used for leaf
disposal while the other is a grassy lot
designated as a conservation zone,
are “the most ideal,” the mayor said,
because they are “more centrally-lo-
cated and it is township-owned,”
meaning there would be no expenses
involved in purchasing the land. “If
there was a better piece of land for our
public buildings, I would be the first
one advocating for it,” he added.

The municipal building, which also
houses the police department, was built

How to Report a
Coyote Sighting in

Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS — Due to the

high number of calls/emails that pertain
to coyote sightings and residents con-
cerned for their safety or the safety of
their family and/or pets, the town has
directed its Patrol Division to respond
to all calls pertaining to coyotes.

The town is informing dispatch to
send an officer; the town is no longer
requiring that the coyote has to be
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