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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS...The Garwood Borough Council wore pink
at last Thursday’s meeting in honor of October being proclaimed Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. Pictured are: top row, Councilmen Michael Ince, Marc
Lazarow,  Sean Benoit, Russ Graham and Richard McCormack; bottom row,
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock, Mayor Sara Todisco and Borough Admin-
istrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONCERT ON THE PORCH...Cranford's Porchfest, where people open up their
porches to local bands to perform for free to community members, was held this
past Saturday. Porchfest is a family-friendly, open-to-all celebration of music and
community spread across all of Cranford, in various neighborhoods. At 307
Prospect Avenue, the band Positive Salt played from 2 to 3 p.m.

Freeholders Back Bills to
Close Schools on Election Day
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders approved a resolution last
Thursday supporting state legislation
that would require public schools to
close for both the General and Pri-
mary Elections.

At the October 3 Freeholder meet-
ing, Union County Board of Elec-
tions Administrator Nicole DiRado
said only three school districts are
scheduled to close for both the No-
vember General Election and June
Primary Election during the 2019-
2020 school year. They are Eliza-
beth, Cranford and Hillside. Another
six school districts will have either an
early dismissal or a half day on Elec-
tion Day, November 5, according to a
letter Ms. DiRado sent to Union
County’s state delegation in Trenton.
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools will have an early dismissal
on Election Day.

Senate Bill 3846 and Assembly Bill
5716 are now before the Senate and
Assembly Education Committees,
respectively.

“Current law provides each board
of education with the discretion to
annually determine the dates on which
the schools of the district will be in
session, in accordance with law. This
bill requires a board of education to
close the schools of the district on the
day of a General Election or on the
day of a Primary Election for the
General Election,” according to the
bill’s explanation statement.

The Senate bill is sponsored by
Senator Kristin M. Corrado (R-40th,
Totowa), a former Sussex County
clerk and current attorney. The As-
sembly bill is sponsored by Assembly
members Valerie Vainieri Huttle (D-
37th, Englewood), Christopher P.
DePhillips (R-40th, Midland Park)
and Shanique Speight (D-29th, New-

ark).
In other business, the freeholders

approved resolutions for two long-
time employees in the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office who are retiring.
Assistant Prosecutor John Esmerado
and Chief of Detectives Vincent
Gagliardi have been with the county
for 28 and 27 years, respectively.

Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski noted that Mr. Esmerado
served as legal supervisor of the Spe-
cial Prosecutions Unit from 2014 to
2018, where he “oversaw investiga-
tions and prosecutions of police mis-
conduct, larsony, public corruption,
election law violations, financial
crimes, elderly cyber crime, complex
open public records inquiries and open
public meetings violations.”

He also worked with the Special
Victims Unit for many years where he
handled more than 1,000 cases and
prosecuted nearly 75 jury trials dur-
ing the course of his career. Mr.
Esmerado, of Berkeley Heights, was
named investigations supervisor be-
fore assuming the role of counsel to
the prosecutor on policy and proce-
dure earlier this year.

Freeholder Kowalski said Mr.
Esmerado will continue to be active
with the Friends of the Child Advo-
cacy Center, located at 240 West Jer-
sey Street in downtown Elizabeth.
The center is a satellite office of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office that
serves victims of child abuse and sex
crimes and their families.

“The Child Advocacy Center was a
labor of love,” Mr. Esmerado told the
board. He said the prosecutor’s office
came before the board with the pro-
posal for the center with the need to
raise $3 million for the acquisition
and construction of the building in
the early 2000s. The cost was offset
by grants, gifts and the sale of other

Raritan Valley Line Off-Peak
Service to Resume November 4
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Guidelines Announced
For Town Council Debate

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council candidates’ debate is
set for Monday, October 21, starting
at 7:30 p.m. in the town council cham-
bers at town hall.

A coin toss will decide which party
will first answer the first question. If the
coin-toss winner decides that their own
party will answer the first question,
then candidates from the opposing party
will deliver their closing statement last.

If the coin-toss winner decides to
have the opposing party first answer
the first question, then a candidate
from the winning party will deliver
their closing statement last.

The candidates will be seated to-
gether on the dais by ward. The mod-
erator, Fred Rossi of The Westfield
Leader, will be situated in the middle,
with a timekeeper, Christina Hinke of
The Leader, seated in the front row
facing the candidates.

The program will follow the guide-
lines of decorum and debate set out by
the League of Women Voters—that is,
no personal attacks and a sticking to a
discussion of the issues, not personali-

ties. Speaking beyond the time limits
will result in cut off by the moderator.
The timekeeper will signal when time
is beginning to run out and again when
it has actually ended.

All candidates will be answering
the same questions so each candidate
will have an equal chance to answer
each question. Response times will
be cut back slightly and there may be
a round or two of questions requiring
not much more than “Yes, I agree” or
“No, I don’t agree” responses.

Unless noted by the moderator, all
responses will be limited to one-and-
a-half minutes. The moderator will
let the candidates know when a par-
ticular question can be answered with
a yes or a no. And if the hour is getting
late, he may alter the rules for the last
few questions and limit response times
to 30 seconds or 60 seconds.

Question 1 will start with the Ward
1 candidates, then Ward 2 will have a
chance, then Ward 3 and then Ward 4.
The second question will start with
the Ward 2 candidates, then Ward 3,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
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WESTFIELD — Governor Phil
Murphy announced the resumption
of off-peak service on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line (RVL) at a press
conference on Monday held at the
Westfield Train Station. He was joined
by NJ Transit, federal, state, county
and municipal officials.

Service will resume on Monday,
November 4. Service has been sus-
pended since September 2018 for in-
stallation of Positive Train Control
(PTC) equipment.

According to the Governor’s of-
fice, three of the four evening round
trips will be restored on November 4.
The final evening round trip, which
departed Raritan at 9:53 p.m. and
departed New York at 12:08 a.m.,
will not be restored due to the need to
inspect and prepare dual-powered
trains for the next morning’s service.
However, the current 9:53 p.m. de-
parture from Raritan will operate 16
minutes later, reducing the connect-
ing time at Newark for New York-
bound customers from 24 minutes to
eight minutes. Returning from New

York, customers will continue to use
Train 3201 (departing at 12:05 a.m.)
to connect with Train 5401 at New-
ark, with a seven-minute connection
time.

“After the Christie Administration
left Positive Train Control implemen-
tation to languish on the back burner,
leading to service cuts on the Raritan
Valley Line, our administration has
worked diligently to ensure that our
commuters get the service and safety
they deserve,” Governor Murphy said.
“With NJ Transit’s completion of an
important phase of that project, RVL
riders, who rely on NJ Transit every
day to get to and from work, have
waited long enough for this service
restoration. I’m proud to announce
today that we will resume NJ Transit’s
off-peak, one-seat rides to NY Penn
Station on the RVL and make good on
our promise to provide more reliable
service for customers in these com-
munities.”

NJ Transit President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Kevin Corbett said,
“We know how important this service
is to our customers on the Raritan
Valley Line, and we couldn’t be more
pleased to make this announcement.
We thank our customers for their pa-
tience and understanding while we
worked to restore weekday off-peak,
one-seat-ride service as soon as we
could. This restoration is another ex-
ample of our continued commitment
to an improved customer experience
for all of our customers.”

Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, Somerset) also said the action
was long overdue on the RVL. “It’s
wrong that Raritan Valley line pas-
sengers had no one-seat-ride service
to New York, despite the line having
more daily riders than other New
Jersey Transit lines whose trains go
straight through to the city. Restora-
tion of off-peak one-seat-ride service

Letters -- “Should Patients Root
for Xi Jinping?” by Stephen DeFelice,
M.D., Westfield; “My Neighbors” by
Matthew Aslanian, Westfield; “In
Support of LoGrippo Reelection” by
Tony LaPorta, Westfield; “Educate
Yourself About the Candidates” by
Lorena Bellomo, Garwood; “I En-
dorse LoGrippo for Reelection” by
Kenneth L. MacRitchie, Rockville,
Md.; “Vote LoGrippo for Ward 3” by
Tom Madaras, Westfield; “Nicastro
for Garwood Town Council” by
Kathleen Nicastro, Garwood; “Vote
Victor Stevens to Garwood Council”
by Cheryl Pickett, Garwood; “Are

Nicastro, Bellomo, and Stevens Quali-
fied For Garwood Council?” by Rob-
ert Schilare, Garwood; “Are Nicastro,
Bellomo, and Stevens Qualified for
Garwood Council?” by Bernie
Segebade, Garwood; “One Off-Peak
One-Ride is By No Means Good
Enough,” by Francince Glaser, Fan-
wood.

Sports -- Unbeaten Rahway Runs
Over Cranford, 46-14; Blue Devils’ Air
Attack Downs Edison Eagles Gridders,
48-16; Blue Devils and Raiders Battle
to 0-0 OT Girls Soccer Draw.

Front -- Westfield Mayor’s Remarks,
Garwood Board of Education meeting.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ADDAMS AND FRIENDS...The 25 finalists of the Charles Addams Student
Cartoon Contest were announced by the town Tuesday at the opening of the Chas
Addams & Friends Art Exhibit. Their cartoons will be exhibited alongside
Addams originals through October 23 at the James Ward Mansion. First place
went  to Andrew Cicala (Roosevelt School), second place went to Sophia Basaldua
(Edison) and third place went to Emily O'Connell (Westfield High School).

Westfield Bd. of Ed. Decides
Against Added Vestibule Security

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday’s
meeting, the board of education an-
nounced it researched and decided
against moving forward with two par-
ent suggested security additions: new
vestibules for the main entrances and
an electronic visitor management sys-
tem. The facilities committee, which
is comprised of board members
Gretchen Ohlig, Brendan Galligan,
and Michael Bielen, Board President

Peggy Oster, board architect George
Duthy, and the head of facilities
Michael Morris, discussed the fi-
nances and benefits of each of these
proposed security updates.

Ms. Ohlig said Mr. Duthy estimated
outfitting all 10 schools with addi-
tional exterior vestibules would cost
“just shy of about $5 million dollars.”
However, Ms. Ohlig also said that by

the estimated construction start date
of summer 2020 or summer 2021, the
cost would be presumably higher. The
facilities committee took into account
the new security procedures initiated
in September; these include but are
not limited to: making an appoint-
ment to visit the school 24 hours in
advance, updated cameras, and drop

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD 300...The town council unveils the winner of the Westfield 300 logo contest. Out of some 25 entries, Jennifer
Wilner, pictured right, had the winning logo design. She described the logo as a mix of colonial time with a modern framework.
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