
Serving the community since 1959

ONE DOLLAR(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 60th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 40-2019 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Thursday, October 3, 2019

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 14
Community ... 6-7
Obituary ........ 6

Education ...... 13-14
Sports ............ 9-12
Real Estate .... 9, 16
Classifieds ..... 13
A&E .............. 15-16

Coldwell Banker Residen al Brokerage    

Wes ield West                                                     

600 North Avenue West, Wes ield, NJ 07090 

(across from Lord & Taylor)                                        

Tel: (908) 233 0065 

For Community and Market Info, follow #600North on Social Media 

@cbwes ieldnj    

www.facebook.com/cbwes ieldnj 

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions. ©2019 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Index

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YEARS’ PAST...It was wall-to-wall cars from yesteryear at Sunday afternoon's
classic car show in downtown Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ARTS AND CRAFTS...Besides musical entertainment, kids attending Sunday
afternoon's Rockin' the Reservation concert at the Watchung Reservation could
also take part in arts and crafts activities.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROCKIN’ THE RESERVATION...The Vinny's were among the performers at Sunday afternoon's Rockin' the Reservation
concert at the Watchung Reservation.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STATE OFFICIALS...State Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit) visited
The Westfield Leader on Friday to discuss state issues as they seek reelection.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

County Asks DEP to Step In After
USACE Cancels Flood Project
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski an-
nounced Thursday night at the free-
holder meeting that the county is
asking the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
to intervene after the United States
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
announced it was ending the Rahway
River Flood Risk Management Fea-
sibility Study.

“For many years this Freeholder
Board has been involved in a col-
laborative solution working with the
Army Corps of Engineers. We had
studies done, we looked over nu-
merous possibilities to help with the
flood issues...and certainly Cranford

would really benefit from flood con-
trol as well all the towns along the
river,” Freeholder Kowalski an-
nounced at Thursday’s Freeholder
meeting.

She called the USACE’s decision
“an abrupt arbitrary decision.”

She said the freeholder board is
looking to have the DEP “revive the
flood control project and get it up
and running again.”

“And we strongly urge the Army
Corps of Engineers to fulfill its ob-
ligations to protect life and prop-
erty, which really are among the
basic responsibilities of government
to the people we serve,” she said.

In a letter to DEP Commissioner
Catherine R. McCabe, Freeholder
Kowalski said, on September 18,

2019 USACE “notified NJDEP of
its view that further study of plans to
provide protection from flooding
related to the Rahway River is not
warranted because of the difficul-
ties they claim, saying that ‘locally
imposed constraints and lack of ac-
ceptance of the alternatives proposed
has severely limited the scope of our
solutions.’’’

“In assessing the costs and ben-
efits of potential plans, USACE fails
to appropriately account for the tre-
mendous costs of doing nothing,”
Freeholder Kowalski said. “We ask
for NJDEP and USACE to renew
their work, cooperatively and in
close coordination, to develop an
acceptable plan to provide protec-
tion from flooding from the Rahway
River.”

According to a county press re-
lease, “the planning process has been
under way since 1999, after Con-
gress approved funds for a feasibility
study for flood control in the Rahway
River Basin. The Rahway River Ba-
sin covers more than 81 square miles
within the New York metropolitan
region, including parts of Union and
Essex counties.”

“The action by Congress followed
a series of destructive floods dating
back to 1938, impacting Cranford,
Rahway and other communities.
More recently, severe flooding oc-
curred during Tropical Storm Floyd
in 1999, a springtime nor’easter in
2007, and Hurricane Irene in 2011,”
according to the release.

According to the fact sheet about
the flood risk management study,
updated February 2019, on the
USACE website, the USACE New
York District identified a Tentatively
Selected Plan (TSP) that will pro-
vide flood risk management to the
Townships of Cranford, Springfield,
and Millburn as well as the City of

Bramnick, Munoz Discuss
Housing, Trenton Control

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Assembly incum-
bents Jon Bramnick and Nancy
Munoz, both Republicans represent-
ing the 21st Legislative District,
commented on issues ranging from
overdevelopment to loss of control
of local school districts during an
interview with The Westfield Leader
last Friday.

On the issue of overdevelopment
and affordable housing, Asm.
Bramnick, who serves as Assembly
Republican minority leader, said the
State Legislature “must take imme-
diate emergency action to address
the affordable-housing issue as op-
posed to allowing the courts to de-
cide how many units are going in
your town.”

“The fact that Trenton insiders
won’t address the public policy is-
sue and pass legislation, that’s a
disaster for the communities and
we’re hit with higher taxes, infra-
structure pressures. They have to
build more schools. And the courts
don’t take any of that into consider-
ation,” Asm. Bramnick said.

He said he and Asw. Munoz have
20 bills pending that address the
issue. One would put a moratorium
on constructing high-density, multi-
family residential buildings until the
Legislature addresses the issue.
Some of their bills call for afford-
able housing to be done on a re-
gional basis instead of each indi-
vidual town.

“The fact that the courts are de-
ciding which towns should build how
many units is absurd,” Mr. Bramnick
said.

Another of their bills says the
housing should be built near trans-
portation hubs.

He said the Democrats “believe it
is politically advantageous to them”

to allow the overdevelopment in
communities, noting “it changes the
political dynamics of the commu-
nity.”

He also said state Democrats “just
can’t get a consensus within the
Democratic Party” on the issue.

Asm. Munoz said NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line cannot handle
the current capacity, much less even
more commuters coming from addi-
tional housing developments.

She also said the additional hous-
ing puts a strain on the infrastruc-
ture including sewer and water sys-
tems.

Asm. Bramnick said it was “of-
fensive” to communities that the
Legislature did not hold a special
session to come up with a “global
policy solution” on what stopping
“court-imposed high-density hous-
ing.”

“Trenton could stop it (overde-
velopment) tomorrow (citing his bill
on calling for a moratorium)… We
could meet in emergency session,
both houses, and by 10 in the morn-
ing they would stop all court-im-
posed high-density housing,” Asm.
Bramnick said, noting the Legisla-
ture would than address the issue in
a policy platform as well as through
legislation.

“The Trenton (Democratic) ma-
jority wants to micromanage our
towns. We believe that our towns do
pretty well (without Trenton law-
makers imposing their policies),”
Asm. Bramnick said.
“Micromanaging our towns is a re-
ally big mistake.”

“Trenton’s history of
micromanaging anything is poor,”
Asm. Bramnick said.

He said Democrats feel they can
do this because they have so much
control and “they don ’t fear the
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Affordable Housing Panel
Launches Petition

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee launched a petition Tues-
day to gather signatures of New Jer-
sey residents “who want to bring com-
mon-sense reforms to the current
costly, inefficient and inconsistent
New Jersey court-mandated afford-
able-housing process presently being
imposed on New Jersey municipali-
ties,” according to a press release is-
sued Tuesday by the committee.

The committee said in the release
that it supports providing affordable
housing in New Jersey for low-in-
come families, seniors, millennials,
veterans, those with special needs, as
well as other groups.

“However, the current manner in
which affordable housing is deter-
mined fails to consider how local
communities may be affected by the
construction of thousands of new
units,” according to the release.

Back in May 2019, the non-parti-
san Affordable Housing Advisory
Committee endorsed four bills in the
New Jersey State Legislature: S-
2997/A-4471, A-1649, S-2386/A-
1648, S-2572/A-1644 “to reform the

current broken, court driven-afford-
able housing overdevelopment pro-
cess,” the release states.

The petition asks residents to sign
the petition in support of these bills,
which will, among other things, in-
stitute a state legislative committee
to evaluate and determine the need
for affordable housing at the state
and regional levels and require among
other factors an analysis of a
municipality’s population, infrastruc-
ture, school class sizes and school
services, before assigning affordable-
housing numbers.

“The only way to get our state
legislators to listen and institute re-
forms is for residents to directly
demand it,” said Scotch Plains
Mayor Al Smith, chairman of the
committee. “After obtaining thou-
sands of signatures, I, along with
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, plan
on personally delivering this peti-
tion to Governor (Phil) Murphy’s
office, as well as the Democrat and
Republican state legislative leaders
to engage them in conversation on
reform.”

Letters: Endorsement letter
Kathleen NiCastro; Property Tax
Reform letter.

Scotch Plains Affordable Housing
Petition.

Sports: Kent Place Tops Blue
Devils for UCT Girls Tennis Crown;
Blue Devils Earn 21-17 Win over
W.H. Football Warriors; Blue Dev-

ils Bombed Cougars in Soccer Battle,
9-1; Somerville’s Quick Starts Raps
Courgars in Grid Struggle, 40-7.

Education: EFG to Hold
Fundraiser with Wine Tasting; So-
cial Media Class for Parents; W+H
Fall Fair; Cranford Chamber Net-
working Event; Westfield Candidates
Forum

State to Spray Mountainside, Area
To Combat EEE Virus

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union County
will be enlisting the services of the state
to combat a small outbreak of Eastern
equine encephalitis virus (EEE) also
known as encephalitis through an aerial
spraying operation via helicopter across
six Union County Municipalities.

The operation, scheduled for
Wednesday, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., is
part of a plan to eliminate mosquitoes
carrying the virus in the municipali-
ties of Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
New Providence, Springfield, Sum-
mit and Berkley Heights after two

people were confirmed to have con-
tracted the virus. Mosquito ponds lo-
cated in the border area between Ber-
keley Heights and Warren also tested
positive for containing mosquitoes
carrying the EEE virus.

The two human cases in Union
County, which have been reported to
originate in Berkeley Heights, along
with a third case in Atlantic County, and
the discovery of the breeding ponds in
the Berkeley Heights area, prompted
the state and county to take action,
according to Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli,
who addressed the outbreak during
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.

Mayor Mirabelli reiterated the only
confirmed cases of mosquito ponds
containing the encephalitis virus in
Union County were in the area between
Berkley Heights and Warren Township
of Somerset County. Mr. Mirabelli, who
has been in communication with a county
official, said the county has been out

testing in Mountainside, specifically its
parks. Mr. Mirabelli also stated that the
county would be willing to come out
and test mosquito infested breeding
pools in resident’s backyards if requested
to do so.

The aerial operation plan in Moun-
tainside focuses on the Watchung Res-
ervation section, specifically areas above
Moxun Pond, according to Borough
Engineer Michael Disko, who during
the council meeting consulted an over-
head picture outlining where in Moun-
tainside the helicopter would target. The
area “above” Moxun Pond include ar-
eas between Coles Avenue, which bor-
ders the reservation; Deer Path an artery
in the borough extending into New Provi-
dence Road and Summit Lane, which
runs through the reservation towards
Springfield.

The spray is said to be non-toxic, with
no harmful impact to humans, accord-
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