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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Write Whatever

You Want ...

We’ll Publish It!

goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Join the Westfield rental waiting list ������������	�
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or call 609-664-2769, ext 5 if you do not have an email�
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North Improvement, LLC Pop-Up Shop! 

 
After a lifetime of involvement in the local community, Hayden 

and Joe Kopser are extremely excited to bring their digital 
insurance brokerage to you with a 6-day pop-up shop in 

Westfield, the first week of December! 
 

Come for the free donuts, coffee & giveaways, stay for the insurance! 
 

When? 
 

Mon 12/2 - Thu 12/5:               Fri 12/6:                        Sat 12/7: 
 
   9:00am – 6:00pm          1:00pm – 6:00pm            9:00am – 6:00pm 

 
 Where? 

 
220 Lenox Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 (Business Energy - Downstairs) 

 
What? 

 
We can help you, your family, and your business become better protected 

with: 
 

• Free insurance policy reviews and discussions 
 

• Free risk consultations for families & businesses 
 

• Competitive quotes from dozens of industry leading insurance providers 
 

• Cybersecurity advice and insurance solutions 

Elizabeth Man Arrested
In Cranford Burglaries

Kean, Bramnick: Thousands
Could Lose Jobs Under

Independent Contractor bill
TRENTON – Senate Republican

Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. and
Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (both R-21st,
Westfield) have criticized Democrat
efforts to ruin the ‘gig economy,’
where many people use independent
contractor jobs to supplement in-
come.

Mr. Kean warned of the unintended
consequences of legislation that
would deem independent contractors
to be employees under state law and
said he plans to oppose the bill.

“My phone has been ringing off the
hook with calls from people who are
genuinely afraid of losing their liveli-
hoods and their companies as a result
of this proposed change to how inde-
pendent contractors are treated under
New Jersey law,” Mr. Kean said.

Mr. Kean said legislation that
would classify independent contrac-
tors as employees could have se-
vere consequences that would cost
thousands of jobs and harm busi-
ness.

“Many people choose to work as
independent contractors to have the
freedom to work how and when they
want, or to earn extra income through
a side gig or hobby. There’s a real
concern that many of those economic
opportunities would disappear if in-
dependent contractors, who may only
perform a single service or work a
few hours a week or month, were
required to be treated as employees

with all of the resulting rules and
regulations that apply to regular, full-
time employees of a business,” he
said. “For many people, this legisla-
tion will deprive them of an impor-
tant choice in how they work, elimi-
nate income-earning opportunities,
and make it even harder to survive in
New Jersey.”

The legislation, S-4204, was intro-
duced this month and has already
been approved by the Senate Labor
Committee. Mr. Kean said it appears
the legislation has been fast-tracked
for approval during the lame-duck
session of the Legislature.

“This attempt by politicians to re-
engineer the gig economy reduces
job opportunities for those who, again,
need them the most,” Mr. Bramnick
responded. “These are moms and dads
looking to better their income or sim-
ply earn enough to afford the high
taxes Democrats force them to pay.
This one-size-fits-all policy is bad for
the New Jersey economy.”

Mr. Bramnick noted that other than
ride-sharing drivers, workers such as
truckers, journalists, childcare work-
ers, landscapers, hairdressers, musi-
cians and others could be at risk of
losing income.

Among other independant contrac-
tor jobs are carpenters, accountants,
construction managers, delivery truck
drivers, painters and construction
maintenance positions.

A freelance writer from South Jer-
sey wrote in the Philadelphia In-
quirer how she will have to leave the
state or risk losing half her income.
Another article on 101.5 FM noted
that many working parents use inde-
pendent contractor gigs for the flex-
ible hours and supplemental income
that address their needs.

CRANFORD — An Elizabeth man
is in custody and charged in connec-
tion with five commercial vehicle
burglaries that occurred over the span
of two days in Cranford last week,
resulting in thousands of dollars’
worth of work tools being stolen,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Lyndsay V. Ruotolo and Cranford
Police Chief Ryan Greco jointly an-
nounced Friday.

Steven Cuartas, 30, has been
charged with five counts of third-
degree burglary and single counts of
third-degree theft, fourth-degree
criminal mischief, and two minor drug
offenses.

An investigation by the Cranford
Police Department that expanded to
involve the newly created Intelli-
gence-Driven Investigation and
Prosecution Unit of the Prosecutor’s
Office revealed that the various ve-
hicle burglaries took place on Thurs-
day, November 14 and Friday, No-
vember 15, affecting vehicles parked
on the 200 block of Bloomingdale
Avenue, the 300 block of North Av-
enue East, and the 500 block of
Claremont Place, as well as near the
intersection of Casino Avenue and
Claremont Place, and the intersec-

tion of Pacific Avenue and Locust
Drive. All of the burglarized vehicles
were commercial work trucks, and
the items stolen from them included
various tools with a combined esti-
mated value of approximately
$4,350.

With the Roselle Park and Union
police departments also assisting, the
investigation resulted in Cuartas be-
ing identified as a suspect in the case,
and he was arrested without incident
by members of the participating agen-
cies outside his home on the 100
block of Chilton Street in Elizabeth
on Wednesday, November 20. A
search of his vehicle conducted later
in the day revealed numerous tools,
some believed to be stolen, according
to a press release from the prosecutor’s
office.

Cuartas was lodged in the Union
County jail pending a detention hear-
ing scheduled to take place in state
Superior Court. Additional criminal
charges against this defendant are
possible, and anyone with informa-
tion about his activities is being asked
to contact Cranford Police Depart-
ment Detective Spencer Durkin at
(908) 709-7346 or Detective Robert
Jordan at (908) 709-4124.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Sheriff’s K9 Caesar to Get
Donation of Body Armor

COUNTY — Union County
Sheriff’s Office K9 Caesar will re-
ceive a bullet and stab protective vest
thanks to a charitable donation from
non-profit organization Vested Inter-
est in K9s, Inc. K9 Caesar’s vest is
sponsored by Julie Tropeano of
Lincroft, and will be embroidered
with the sentiment “In memory of
Mark Hratko.” Delivery is expected
within eight to 10 weeks.

K9 Caesar is a 2-year-old German
shepard who is certified in patrol and
narcotics work and is partnered with
Officer Nelson Agurto. Caesar be-
came a member of the Union County
Sheriff’s Office in May 2018, began
his formal police training in July 2018
and successfully completed training
with Officer Agurto in December
2018.

The Union County Sheriff’s Office
K-9 Search and Rescue Unit was
formed in 1983 and has provided
assistance to county and regional law
enforcement agencies for over 35

years. UCSO is home to a regional
K9 training academy that has gradu-
ated nearly 1,000 K9-handler teams
in patrol, scent and explosives detec-
tion certification. The Unit provides
services to all law enforcement agen-
cies in Union County, is a member of
the New Jersey Detect and Render
Safe Task Force and regularly assists
various federal agencies in support of
their law enforcement efforts. The
UCSO K9 Unit additionally served
with distinction in the aftermath of
the attacks on 9/11, searching at
Ground Zero.

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a
501c (3) charity located in East
Taunton, Mass. whose mission is to
provide bullet and stab protective
vests and other assistance to dogs of
law enforcement and related agen-
cies throughout the United States.The
non-profit was established in 2009
to assist law enforcement agencies
with this potentially lifesaving body
armor for their four-legged K9 offic-
ers.

The donation to provide one pro-
tective vest for a law enforcement
K9 is $950. Each vest has a value
between $1,744 and $2,283 and a
five-year warranty, and an average
weight of four to five pounds. There
is an estimated 30,000 law enforce-
ment K9s throughout the United
States.

For more information or to learn
about volunteer opportunities, please
call (508) 824-6978. Vested Interest
in K9s, Inc. provides information,
lists events, and accepts tax-deduct-
ible donations of any denomination
at www.vik9s.org or mailed to P.O.
Box 9 East Taunton, MA 02718.

CAESAR GETS PROTECTIVE VEST...Union County Sheriff’s K9 Caesar will
receive a bullet and stab protective vest thanks to a charitable donation from non-
profit organization Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., based out of East Taunton, Mass.
The 2-year-old German shepard is certified in patrol and narcotics work and is
partnered with Officer Nelson Agurto.
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TREE TEAM...Members of the U.S. Navy Sea Cadets Youth Group, Westfield
Area YMCA Leaders Club and the Westfield Crew Team join the Y Men to unload
the first delivery of trees for the tree lot this year.

Y Men Kick Off Tree Sale
This Saturday In Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y Men’s Club Annual Christ-
mas Tree Sale has been a community
tradition since 1947, with all pro-
ceeds benefiting local charities and
organizations.

This year’s tree selection includes
top-quality Fraser Firs and Balsam
Firs, as well as a new hybrid tree
called a “Fralsam.” This is grown in
Vermont and combines the needle
longevity of a Fraser with the ever-
green smell of a Balsam. The Y Men’s
Club describes it as a “very full and
long-lasting tree.”

Sizes range from three-foot “table-
top” Balsams all the way up to 12-
foot Balsams. Also available are
wreathes, evergreen roping, grave
covers and tree stands.

The tree lot is located on the Elm
Street Athletic Field, across from Stop
& Shop. Opening day is this Satur-
day, November 30, and the sale con-
tinues through Monday, December
23, or until the trees run out. Lot
hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Satur-
days and Sundays; 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Selling Christmas trees has been
the club’s primary fund-raising
method. Since its inception, the Y
Men have raised more than $2.5 mil-
lion for community charitable dona-
tions.

Some of the many organizations
that have benefited from the money
raised include the Westfield United
Fund, Caring Contact, Children’s
Specialized Hospital, Imagine, Re-
solve Community Counseling Cen-

ter, the Scotch Plains and Westfield
Rescue Squads, Westfield Crew,
Master Gardeners Club and the
Westfield Area YMCA.

For more information, visit
westfieldynj.org/get-involved/com-
munity-partners/ys-mens-club/ or
visit the club on Facebook at Westfield
Area Y’s Men’s Club Christmas Tree
Sale.

Bill Calls for Study on
Police Pursuit Rules
TRENTON — A resolution urging

the state attorney general to launch a
study of New Jersey’s guidelines for
police pursuits cleared the Law and
Public Safety Committee on Novem-
ber 18.

The measure, SR153, seeks a re-
view of the vehicular pursuit policy,
most recently revised in 2009.

Under the resolution, the study
would prompt recommendations re-
garding the use of emergency ve-
hicle lights and sirens, and speeding
not involving a police chase, impor-
tant considerations not addressed in
the current 10-year-old policy.

A New Jersey corrections officer
died in August when a vehicle driven
by a fleeing suspect crashed into his
car in Newark. In 2006, a police chase
in Cape May County led to a crash
that killed two teenage sisters.

A newspaper report on police chase
fatalities, published four years ago,
said 187 people died in pursuits in
New Jersey since 1979. The statistic
was attributed to the Fatality Analysis
Reporting System maintained by the
National Highway Safety Adminis-
tration.

Sierra Club to Hold
Holiday Party Dec. 11
REGION — The New Jersey Si-

erra Club Loantaka Group’s annual
holiday party will be held Wednes-
day, December 11 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
atthe  Library of The Chathams, 214
Main Street, Chatham, NJ.

The event is an opportunity Social-
ize with members and guests while
enjoying holiday goodies. Ken Dolsky
from EmpowerNJ will be the guest
speaker. He will give an update on
proposed New Jersey pipelines and
power plants. Snacks and beverages
will be provided. If possible, attend-
ees are asked to RSVP to
loantakasc@gmail.com.

The event is free and open to the
public. For more information call
(908) 233-2414.


