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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CASINO NIGHT AT THE ARMORY...The Bonds of Courage “Support Our
Troops” Casino Night was held on November 23 at the Westfield Armory. The
fundraiser helps support veterans and service members of the military, including
the 102nd Cavalry Regiment of the NJ National Guard based in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A GERMAN-STYLE CHRISTMAS...The Sangerchor Newark, a 94-year-old
German Men’s choir, sings Christmas carols at Christkindlmarkt (Christmas
market) at the Deutscher Club in Clark on Sunday.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DREAM OF A PRODUCTION...In Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School's fall play, A Midsummer Night's Dream,
characters known as the "Mechanicals" perform a play within the play for the Duke of Athens. Director Morgan Knight set
the Shakespearean classic in the 1960s and interspersed music from that era between scenes. Please see review on page 16.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMPORTANT MEMBERS OF THE TEAM...The seldom recognized, behind-
the-scenes crew in this year's production of A Midsummer Night's Dream at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School get ready for sound and lighting cues. While these
important crew members were atop a platform in the rear of the auditorium, the
backstage crew of prop and stage managers got ready for the curtain's rise on last
Friday night's performance. Please see review on page 16.
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SP-F BOE Honors Teachers,
Hears Report on Renovations

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Before the
start of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting last
Thursday evening, teachers Charlene
Hall and Christina Garcia were hon-
ored for their recent receipt of the
Frederick Hipp Foundation Award
for Excellence in Education. Both
teachers are from Brunner Elemen-
tary School.

The teachers also were awarded
grants for materials to support stu-
dent mindfulness and self-regulation
and to enforce self-calming tech-
niques.

The first purchase made from the

grant monies are special decals for
some of the hallway floors at Brunner
to help students regain mindfulness
when they are over-stimulated. The
teachers stated that the decals pro-
vide a break for the students so that
they can “get back to the classroom
ready to learn.”

Other projects the teachers are
looking into is building a mindful-
ness library and providing parent
workshops on mindfulness tech-
niques.

It was noted that only 17 of these
same awards were granted within
the state this year out of 358 applica-
tions.

In other business, Tom Potter from

Potter Architects gave a detailed pre-
sentation regarding specific mainte-
nance projects for Brunner Elemen-
tary School and Park Middle School.
Both projects address specific struc-
tural problems at the schools.

The first project Mr. Potter spoke
about was the gym project at Brunner
Elementary.

Mr. Potter stated that while it had
not been that long since gym renova-
tions were done at Brunner School,
there were some significant cracks
and floor-sloping problems that had
recently been discovered. He stated
that although a survey had been done
prior to the early 2000s’ renova-
tions, it did not catch the soft patch
of soil that was just recently discov-
ered more than 30 feet into the
ground. He stated that because of
this soft-ground portion, the soil was
not strong enough to sustain the foun-
dation of the newer gym. He also
noted that years ago there was a
pond in the back location of the
school.

In order to remedy the situation,
Mr. Potter noted that 41 helical piles
would be needed to “stabilize the
existing foundation in addition to a
new floor slab and a new gym floor.”
He stated that some of the interior
block walls need to be refinished as
well as some of the exterior brick
needing to be restored. This, Mr.
Potter estimated, would cost the dis-
trict approximately $700,000 to
$800,000, which he noted was half
the price of installing a new gym.

He added that he would recom-
mend making the corrections now
before the situation deteriorates to a
level where a new gym would need
to be constructed.

Mr. Potter concluded his talk about
the gym by stating that it would be
hard to blame the company that did
the survey for the problems because

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains Planning Board
Approves Subdivision Application

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday gave its approval
to an application to subdivide an ex-
isting lot and build two single-family
houses.

Cardamone Brothers Custom Homes
Inc. will raze the existing structure at
2311 Hill Road, split the 12,500-square-
foot lot into two equal-sized lots and
then build two new houses, according
to engineer Adnan Khan, who testified
at the board’s hearing. The property is
situated at the corner of Hill Road and
Marlboro Road, and both of the new

houses will face Marlboro Road. The
house to be built on the new corner lot
required a side yard setback variance,
which the board granted.

Mr. Khan said two drywells will be
installed to collect excess rain water
and added that the developer will plant
five shade trees to shield the side of the
corner house from the roadway. Rob-
ert Cardamone, vice-president of the
company, told the board he expects the
two new houses too be about 2,600 to
2,700 square feet in size.

The board engaged in an extended
discussion about whether to require
the developer to install a sidewalk in
front of the two new houses. Board
member Carla Kelly, who lives in the
neighborhood, said several streets in
the area “desperately” need sidewalks,
especially given that school children

walk to and from nearby schools.
Mayor Alexander Smith said he fa-
vored installing new sidewalks as part
of the township’s efforts to boost
safety for school children and pedes-
trians. It was pointed out, though, that
a new sidewalk would only be lo-
cated in front of the two new houses,
and not elsewhere in the neighbor-
hood. It was also noted that a new
sidewalk would need to be compliant
with federal disability regulations that
call for sloped ramps between the
sidewalk and the street.

The board’s vote to approve the
application was 7 to 2, with Mrs.
Kelly and Richard Fortunato voting
against it based in part on the side-
walk issue and also on the builder’s
plan for vinyl siding on the exterior of
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Rec. Panel Discusses
Forest Rd. Park Plan

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about the Forest Road Park
Master Plan and borough events at
the Fanwood Recreation
Commission’s Tuesday night meet-
ing. The upcoming holiday celebra-
tion was discussed at length.

There were three guests at the com-
mission meeting, all of whom are
Fanwood residents. Ivan Solmahhin,
Joe Pagano and Ruth Esehak-
Gillespie were present and said they
are interested in being part of the
recreation commission. Recreation
Director Bob Budiansky said there
currently are three vacancies on the
commission. Mr. Budiansky said there
are seven permanent commission
members and four alternate mem-
bers.

Up to seven commissioners are
voting members. Mr. Budiansky ex-
plained to the three residents inter-
ested in being part of the commission
that he will pass their names along to
Mayor Colleen Mahr’s assistant, who
will prepare to get their names on the
borough council’s agenda in order for
them to be appointed to the commis-
sion. Mr. Budiansky said most ap-
pointments are made at the borough’s
January 1 reorganization meeting and
that a typical commission appoint-
ment is for a five-year term.

Mr. Budiansky spoke about a 2004
$26,000 Union County grant that was
not completely paid out. There is a
deadline to use the grant, which re-
quires the borough to match.

The commission looked into add-
ing two or four dugouts to Forest
Road Park. Mr. Budiansky spoke to
Gary Oliva from CME Associates
about this and was recently quoted a
price of $220,000 for the dugouts.

“We’re not doing it. Nothing is
getting done now with the grant. The

grant was originally for the Forest
Road Park irrigation. Borough Hall
may owe us $26,000,” Mr. Budiansky
said.

Mr. Budiansky and the commis-
sion discussed adding a fence to the
new pickleball court that is part of the
Forest Road Park master plan. Mr.
Budiansky recently spoke to Mr. Oliva
about the layout of the Forest Road
Park master plan. Mr. Oliva said the
grassy area will be about 1,000 square
feet larger than what currently exists
for the playground. He told Mr.
Budiansky that new playground
equipment is factored into the cost of
the master plan. Mr. Budiansky and
the commission were unaware of this.

“We don’t need new equipment,”
Mr. Budiansky said.

Mr. Oliva is awaiting a response
from the commission as to whether
his layout is acceptable or not. Mr.
Budiansky mentioned some safety
issues with the layout of the toddler
and older children’s swings. The rec-
reation commission voted to have
Mr. Oliva move forward with the
plans. The next step is that CME

Westfield to Consider Deer
Hunt on Town Property

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
is to vote on a deer hunt management
program in the town on Tuesday,
December 10, after tabling it to find
answers to questions posed by resi-
dents at Tuesday’s council meeting.
The town council also came to a col-
lective bargaining agreement with the
PBA Local 90 and the CWA Local
1040 that, once adopted at the next
council meeting, will have the terms
retroactive to January 1, 2019.

The salaries for both the PBA and
CWA show an increase of about 2
percent from the last contract, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea told The
Westfield Leader.

The PBA’s contract sets the sala-
ries for the captain, lieutenant and
sergeant positions within the police
department in town. Effective Janu-
ary 1, 2019, a captain will earn
$144,404 annually, in January 2020,
$148,057, in 2021, $151,899, and in
2022, $155,828; a lieutenant will earn
$134,133, $137,580, $141,187 and
$144,875; a sergeant will earn
$124,899, $128,162, $131,557 and

135,028. The agreement represents
about a 2.5-percent increase year over
year from 2019 through 2022.

The CWA contract sets salary
ranges for both full- and part-time
personnel of the town. The 2019 full-
time range is $33,421 to $69,143,
part-time is $14.08 to $20.75 per
hour. In 2020, the full-time range is
$33,421 to $70,526 and part-time
range is $14.58 to $21.16 per hour. In
2021, the full-time range is $33,421
to $71,936 and part-time is $14.58 to
$21.58 per hour. In 2022, the full-
time range is $33,421 to $73,375 and
part-time is $15.08 to $22.02 per
hour.

Also, an ordinance to set salaries
for non-union town officers and em-
ployees was introduced by the gov-
erning body.

The town is seeking a shared-ser-
vice agreement with the county, at the
county’s expense, to have cross-bow
hunters cull the deer in sections of
town in January and February of 2020.
In the resolution, it states, “the over-
population of white-tailed deer in
Brightwood Park, the wooded area of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


