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– Obituaries – Ronald Leigh, Elizabethtown Gas
Retiree, Fire Dept. Capt., Veteran

Ronald Leigh

Ronald Leigh passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, November 9, 2019,
at home surrounded by family. Ron
was born to the late John and Vera
Leigh on April 7, 1939 in Plainfield,
N.J. After graduating
from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, he
served in the U.S. Army.
He lived in Scotch Plains
for 69 years and moved
to Ocean Pines, Md.,
when he retired in 1999
from Elizabethtown Gas
Company after 40 years
of service. He was a vol-
unteer member of the
Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment for 18 years and
served as captain for two
years. He enjoyed golf-
ing and played often. He was known as
Ronbo to his golfing buddies.

He is survived by his wife of 58
years, Dolores (Richard); his son,
Kenneth; his daughter, Cynthia
Vieth, and son-in-law, Richard, and
his grandchildren, Dylan Leigh
Kelly, Riley Leigh Kelly, Aiden
Leigh Kelly and Carly Leigh Kelly.
He is also survived by a niece,
Debra Chisholm, and her husband,
James; his sisters-in-law, Kathy and

her husband, John, and Susan and
her husband, John; his brother-in-
law, William, and his wife, Debra.
He is also survived by many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces and great-

nephews. He was pre-
deceased by his sisters,
Muriel Brigham and
Lenore Kennedy.

In lieu of flowers, a
donation to one of the
following would be
appreciated: St. Jude
Children’s Research
Hospital, P.O. Box 50,
Memphis, TN 38101
or the Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans, P.O. Box
14301,  Cincinnat i ,
OH 45250.

Family and friends
are invited to a Celebration of Life to
be held at The Ocean Pines Yacht
Club, 1 Mumford’s Landing Road,
Ocean Pines, Md., on Sunday, De-
cember 15, 2019, at 2 p.m.

Arrangements are in the care of
Eastern Shore Cremation And Fu-
neral Service, P.A., 504 Franklin Av-
enue, Berlin, MD 21811. To send
condolences to the family, please visit
www.easternshorecremation.com.
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David Rogers to Spotlight
Cemetery Stonework

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, David
Rogers will speak on “Stoned in
History...Lore from Cemetery Stone-
work” on December 4. The event
will begin with check-in at 11:45
a.m. on the second floor of Ferraro’s
Restaurant, located at 14 Elm Street,
Westfield.

Mr. Rogers will offer a look at
stonework as it records little-known
facts about wars, conflicts and fami-
lies through the centuries. He has
accumulated much information from
local cemeteries and will present
his findings, which are organized in
a time-line fashion.

Some of his research is based on
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s cemetery, the Burial
Grounds of the Presbyterian Church
in the West Fields of Elizabethtown,
which has been active since 1737.
Listed in the National Register of
Historic Places since 2007, the cem-
etery is the final resting place of the
founders of Westfield along with vet-
erans of American wars, including 73
veterans of the Revolutionary War,
and has a rich history mirroring that
of Westfield itself, which was first
established as a village in 1720.

A lifelong resident of Union County,
Mr. Rogers had a 25-year career with

the Singer Co. Subsequently he pur-
chased and operated Spring Valley
Monuments in Spring Valley, N.Y.,
until retirement.

Mr. Rogers served at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield as the Clerk
of Session (church ecclesiastical sec-
retary) and a member of the team that
manages the church campus, includ-
ing the Nationally Registered Burial
Grounds. He was a trustee of the Old
First Historic Trust, managing the prop-
erty of the First Presbyterian Church
in his native Elizabeth. His wife, Nancy
Priest, is president of the Westfield
Historical Society, where they both
serve on the building committee.

Those wishing to attend the luncheon
may make a reservation by emailing
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794 before
Friday, November 29. Participants are
asked to advise if there are special
dietary needs. The luncheon fee of $35
for Westfield Historical Society mem-
bers and $40 for non-members includes
a three-course meal, coffee/tea and gra-
tuity. The luncheon fee should be paid
in advance, with checks payable to the
Westfield Historical Society, by mail-
ing to: Westfield Historical Society,
P.O. Box 613, Westfield, N.J. 07091, or
online at westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/
registration. Payments should be re-
ceived by Friday prior to the luncheon.

Helen D. Mavraganis, Lived In Westfield;
Devoted to Her Family and Church

Helen Mavraganis

Helen Mavraganis, 96, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday, No-
vember 13, 2019. Born in Brook-
lyn, N.Y., she resided
in Westfield, N.J.,
Hamilton, N.J., and
most recently at Home-
stead Village in
Lancaster, Pa.

Helen was prede-
ceased by her husband,
John Mavraganis, a ca-
reer employee of IBM
Corporation. Helen
was a devoted mother
and homemaker. To-
gether they were
founding members of
the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in Westfield and
Helen was an active participant and
officer of the Ladies Philoptochos
Society. She contributed her talents
for baking and preparing Greek deli-
cacies to the annual festival pro-
grams and offered her energies
teaching Sunday School.

Daughter of the late Harry Dukas
and Mary Dukas of Sparta, Greece,
she is survived by a sister, Letty
Kerasiotis, of Queens, N.Y.; two

loving sons and daughters-in-law,
Peter J. and Elizabeth Mavraganis
and Theodore D. and Barbara

Mavraganis; six grand-
children, Gregory
Mavraganis, John Peter
Mavraganis, Elizabeth
Mavraganis, Andrew
Mavraganis, Theodore
J. Mavraganis and Chris-
tine Mavraganis, and six
great-grandchildren.
Helen’s greatest joy was
celebration and frequent
family gatherings.

A Memorial Service
will be held at 11 a.m.
today, Thursday, No-
vember 21, 2019, at the

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church, 250 Gallows Hill Road,
Westfield, N.J. Interment will im-
mediately follow at Fairview Cem-
etery, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield. In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be made
to the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church. To leave an online condo-
lence for the family, please visit
www.DeBordSnyder.com.
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WRITTEN IN STONE...David Rogers will present “Stoned in History...Lore
from Cemetery Stonework” as the program for the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society on December 4. The luncheon, beginning with
check-in at 11:45 a.m., will take place at Ferraro’s Restaurant in Westfield.

SPIRITED SERVICE...Service for Service volunteers rev up to pack 118,000
meals for Feed My Starving Children at the Evangel Church in Scotch Plains.
These meals will ultimately feed 324 children in need for just over a year. The
project was just one of many held throughout the day.

Evangel Touches Many Lives
Through Service Projects

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Evan-
gel Church of Scotch Plains sent ap-

proximately 1,200 volunteers out into
the streets of Scotch Plains, Plainfield,
Fanwood and Woodbridge as part of
Service for Service on October 13.

Hundreds of volunteers packed
more than 118,000 meals for Feed
My Starving Children, which will feed
324 malnourished children for just
over a year. Other volunteers helped
build two homes with Habitat for
Humanity, while local first respond-
ers were treated to surprise lunches.

Another group of volunteers went
to three public schools to paint,
while some went to visit patients at
the local veterans’ hospital and nurs-
ing homes. In addition, over 50 lo-
cal homes received some much-
needed handiwork. Yet another
group of volunteers helped rehab a
room and kitchen at the Plainfield
Cultural Arts Center. In total, more
than 30 projects were completed.

Birthed out of the havoc wrought
by Superstorm Sandy, Service for
Service volunteers give up one Sun-
day service every other year to take
part in community service projects
throughout the area.

“One of our core values is that
‘We Live on Mission,’ and Service
for Service is a living example of
this. It was so exciting to see our
congregation mobilize to be the
hands and feet of Jesus in our com-
munities,” said Evangel Senior Pas-
tor Chris Morante.

Anyone was able to sign up for
Service for Service. Leading up to
the event, the Evangel Church
sought recommendations for local
community projects, such as resi-
dents who needed handiwork help.

“We asked God to lead us to our
neighbors that needed to be reminded
of His love. Our partnering organiza-
tions helped us identify projects that
would have maximum impact. Ser-
vice for Service creates opportunities
to live out our value, ‘We Row To-
gether,’ and this year, we really felt the
power of it in action,” Pastor Morante
added. “I believe that the momentum
will continue to build as we are faithful
to love our neighbors in Christ’s name.”

The Evangel Church has grown
from a small German-speaking
church in 1914 to a large and di-
verse community with people from
nearly every part of the globe wor-
shipping together today. Its vision
is: “changed lives, changing com-
munities.” For more information,
visit evangelchurch.com/about-us.

Garwood Mayors 3K Walk
On Tap This Saturday

GARWOOD — Garwood residents
of all ability levels are invited to join
the Garwood Mayors Wellness
Campaign’s 3K Walk this Saturday,
November 23, at the Garwood Recre-
ation Complex at the eastern end of
Myrtle Avenue.

This 3K Walk will spotlight
Garwood resident Laura Bilotta as
the Featured Walker. Ms. Bilotta has
lived in Garwood for the past 12
years and has participated in at least
10 marathons in the tri-state area,
qualifying for the Boston Marathon
four times.

Walkers of all ages are welcome to
participate in this family-friendly
event, and parents with strollers are
encouraged to join in. The walk will
start at 10 a.m. and will circumnavi-
gate the recreation center.

Through public-private partner-
ships, the Garwood Mayors Wellness
Campaign will establish and continue
to provide structure and resources for

healthy community initiatives. The
Wellness Committee works together
to increase opportunities for Garwood
residents to participate in many ac-
tivities, with a long-term goal of cre-
ating better health, which, in turn,
will reduce personal health-care cost.

Interested residents are advised to
contact the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign via email at
MWC@garwood.org for more de-
tails or to get involved with the May-
ors Wellness programs. The Mayors
Wellness Committee meets on the
second Monday of every month, at 7
p.m., in Garwood Borough Hall, lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue.

For information about the commit-
tee, interested persons are invited to
visit the committee’s table at the
borough’s Tree Lighting, scheduled
for 5 p.m. on Saturday, November 30,
at the municipal lot adjacent to the
police station at the corner of Center
Street and South Avenue.

Antonino ‘Tony’ Pafumi, 85,
Longtime Resident, Business Owner

Antonino “Tony” Pafumi, 85,
passed away on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16, 2019, at Morristown Me-
morial Hospital. Born
in Motta Camastra, Sic-
ily, he and his late wife,
Giovannina, came to the
United States in 1956
and settled in Westfield.

Tony was the owner
of Anthony Pafumi
Contractors in
Westfield. He started
the business in 1960 and
retired in 2004.

He was a parishioner
of the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in
Westfield for the past
63 years and served as a Eucharis-
tic Minister for many years. He
was also a longtime member of the
Italian American Club in Westfield.

In his spare time, Tony loved to
garden at his home and was known
for growing beautiful fruits and
vegetables. More than anything,
Tony loved spending time with his
family — especially his grand-
children.

Surviving are his daughters,
Nancy Somma (Tony), Maria
Fuentes and Gloria Pafumi-Libitz

(Lenny);  his sons,  Salvatore
(Paula), Anthony and John; his
grandchildren, Jennifer Feldman

(Brian), Erica Valentini
(Nicholas), Christina
Aleman (Anthony),
Giovanna Hayes
(Brian), Mia, Anthony
and Marie Elena Pafumi
and Giannina Libitz, and
his great-grandchildren,
Emma Rose,  Lucas,
Nicholas, Stella and An-
thony James. His be-
loved wife, Giovannina,
passed away in 2015.

Visitation will be at the
Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Av-

enue, Westfield, today, Thursday,
November 21, 2019, from 3 to 8
p.m. The Funeral Mass will be at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, 315 First Street, Westfield,
on Friday, November 22, at 10 a.m.
Interment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to
the Westfield Rescue Squad.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook,  visi t
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Tony Pafumi

Constance D. Giguere
Former Resident of Westfield

Constance D. Giguere, 93, of
Lopatcong Township, N.J., for-
merly of Westfield, N.J., passed
away on Tuesday, November 12,
2019, at the Brakeley Park Center.

Born February 3, 1926, in
Lewiston, Maine, she was the
daughter of the late Emile Dumont
and Armosa Blais Dumont. Mrs.
Giguere was also predeceased by
her husband, the late Gerard
Giguere, who passed in 2005.

She was a member of St. Philip
& St. James Catholic Church in
Phillipsburg, N.J.

Survivors are her children, Louise
Morgan and her husband, John, of
Scotch Plains, N.J.,  Helene
Meissner and her husband, James,
of Phillipsburg, N.J., Jeanne Hagen
of Lopatcong Township, N.J., Marc
Giguere and his wife, Lauren, of
Schnecksville, Pa., and Richard
Giguere and his wife, Dina, of

Manasquan, N.J. Additionally, she
is survived by 15 grandchildren; 14
great-grandchildren; a sister, Sylvia
Martel of North Carolina, and many
loving nieces and nephews. Mrs.
Giguere was also predeceased by
her sisters Lorraine Maheu, Muriel
Cote and Henrietta Domingue and
her brother, Julien Dumont.

Calling hours will be held on Fri-
day, November 22, 2019, from 2 to
4 and 6 to 8 p.m., at the Finegan
Funeral Home, 302 Heckman Street,
Phillipsburg, N.J. A Funeral Mass
will be held on Saturday, November
23, 2019, at 10 a.m., at St. Philip &
St. James Catholic Church, 430 S.
Main Street, Phillipsburg, N.J.
08865. The interment will be at Saint
Philip and Saint James Cemetery in
Greenwich Township, N.J. Visit
www.fineganfh.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Heart
Association at Eastern States,
American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association, P.O.
Box 417005, Boston, MA 02241-
700, or the NORWESCAP Food
Bank, 201 North Broad Street,
Phillipsburg, N.J. 08865.
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