
Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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North Improvement, LLC Pop-Up Shop! 

 
After a lifetime of involvement in the local community, Hayden 

and Joe Kopser are extremely excited to bring their digital 
insurance brokerage to you with a 6-day pop-up shop in 

Westfield, the first week of December! 
 

Come for the free donuts, coffee & giveaways, stay for the insurance! 
 

When? 
 

Mon 12/2 - Thu 12/5:               Fri 12/6:                        Sat 12/7: 
 
   9:00am – 6:00pm          1:00pm – 6:00pm            9:00am – 6:00pm 

 
 Where? 

 
220 Lenox Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090 (Business Energy - Downstairs) 

 
What? 

 
We can help you, your family, and your business become better protected 

with: 
 

• Free insurance policy reviews and discussions 
 

• Free risk consultations for families & businesses 
 

• Competitive quotes from dozens of industry leading insurance providers 
 

• Cybersecurity advice and insurance solutions 

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

November 18 Marks 98th Annual
American Education Week

In 1974 President Gerald Ford pro-
claimed this week American Educa-
tion Week to raise awareness about
the critical need to provide every
child with a quality public education.
He wrote, “The greatness of a nation
of free institutions is measured by the
degree of enlightenment of its citi-
zens. By that measure ours is a great
Nation.” He themed that first years
American Education Week, “Stay
Involved.” He stated, “[ know that all
Americans will resolve to stay in-
volved in the educational process, for
the knowledge we impart to our chil-
dren today, will determine the future
of our people.”

As president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education I’d like
to take this opportunity to acknowl-
edge and say thank you to all of our
community members and teachers that
are involved and stay involved in the
educational process of our children.
It is SPF’s caring teachers, education
support professionals, substitute edu-
cators, and parents that make the dif-

ference in a child’s learning and their
future. As your partners on the Board
of Education, we see your tireless
pursuits in always trying to provide
the best possible learning outcomes
for our children. Each day you rein-
force this year’s American Education
Week’s theme of “Reach. Educate.
Inspire.”

I know as well as you do, that our
work in educating ourselves and our
children is never done, but I’m hon-
ored to be able” to take this moment
and say thank you.

Dr. Karen Kulikowski, President
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

A Proposed Remedy For
America’s Hate Epidemic

Problems are abounding as never
before lacking solutions as never be-
fore. A threatening and tearing-us-
apart one is that of vitriolic hate which
is dividing our country. So let’s ex-
amine its dynamics before recom-
mending a remedy.

Adler, Freud, Jung and Dostoevsky
had much to say about the dynamics
of human behavior. Adler postulated
that people are driven by the desire to
be superior to others. Much of this
dynamic involves the quest for recog-
nition. Freud postulated that sex, in
its broad context, is the principal driv-
ing force while Jung attributed it to
the quest for security. The truth, of
course, is that all three factors drive
human behavior the magnitude of
which depends on the individual and
cultural status quo.

Before our explosive technologi-
cal revolution there were substantial
cultural limitations on the free ex-
pressions of these characteristics. At
my age I’ve witnessed such limita-
tions. For example, regarding recog-
nition, not to talk about oneself too
much was the rule. Regarding sex, it
was a virtue limited to marriage and
also to bring forth children. Regard-
ing security, the family and religion
were there to care for and comfort its
troubled members.

Then came the technological revo-
lution where limitations on the ex-
pression of personal behavior were
expeditiously removed and, pari
passu, individual freedom unleashed.
Regarding recognition, the internet
has unleashed its global 24/7 expres-
sion. Regarding sex, almost any ex-
pression is becoming increasingly ac-
ceptable. Regarding security, free-
dom from family obligations and re-
ligious beliefs enhanced by increased
mobility continue to undermine it.
Parallel to increased freedom has been
an abounding increase in cultural hate.
Regarding excessive freedom,
Dostoevsky, while witnessing 19th
Russian anarchy, wrote, “Too much
satisfaction of men’s desires breeds
in men a multitude of senseless, stu-
pid desires and habits that instead of
promoting unity and brotherhood,
they encourage division and isola-
tion.” He correctly predicted that such
unleased freedom would lead to the
Soviet Union which ruthlessly con-
trolled human behavior. And in our
country, parallel to increased free-
dom, we are seeing this accelerating
trend toward pervasive government
control such as successful attempts to
control speech and individual behav-
ior.

Our freedom escalation is, unless
by war or a CRISPR-induced viral
plague, unstoppable. In diverse ways,
corporations, government, universi-
ties and multiple media outlets – in a
virtual cabal based on self-interest
and self-deception – all fuel this de-
structive freedom movement and, by
doing so, fuel our growing toxic na-
tional hate.

So what do I have to offer as a
remedy? Honestly speaking, every
time I meditate on potential remedies

for specific problems such as the wan-
ing of patriotism, I always end up in
the same ballpark. There is a broad
cultural justifiable distrust of both
our institutions and leaders. So, re-
garding the hate epidemic, it makes
compelling sense to establish a rem-
edy based on establishing such trusted
leaders. I then asked myself what is
the known antidote to hate? It’s, yes,
love – but love on a grand, national
scale that can move the American
spirit which history proves can be
done as demonstrated by two reli-
gious giants, Reverend Billy Graham
and Bishop Fulton J. Sheen who, in
different ways, preached the message
of the power of love which was em-
braced by millions of Americans.

And now the proposal: An organi-
zation independent of existing insti-
tutions led by trustworthy and media
savvy, talented men and women
should be, with no strings attached,
established and funded by Christians
and Jews who are preferred targets of
the haters. The charge of this organi-
zation will be to plan ways to deliver
the message of love to the modern
mind. There’s little doubt that there is
a national hunger for such messages.
Cicero, echoed by Machiavelli, ob-
served that people, in difficult times,
readily embrace trustworthy leaders.
And, finally, there is an urgency to
move forward for hate is a highly
energetic and infectious motivator.

Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Fairview Announces New Mausoleum
WESTFIELD — Fairview

Cemetery, located at 1100 East Broad
Street, Westfield, is excited to
announce the opening of Pond View
Mausoleum, the most recent addition
to its collection of above ground
interment structures. Fairview
Cemetery and Arboretum, which
celebrated its 150th anniversary in
2018, consists of 105 acres of
beautifully landscaped rolling hills.
Fairview maintains a high standard
of care and maintenance for all
structures within its grounds.

Pond View Mausoleum is
classically designed in an open air
colonnade style which also provides
shelter for its visitors.  Constructed
of polished granite, this grand

structure is complemented by a slate
roof. Pond View Mausoleum is
ideally situated to maximize the
spectacular views of Bunnell Pond
and the distant rolling hills and the
many species of trees. Fairview offers
a wide array of burial options, and at
Pond View, clientele may choose
between 252 crypts and 220 niches.

The public is always welcome to
enter through the historic East Broad
Street gates to inspect the facilities or
simply to stroll the grounds. The
cemetery staff welcomes the
opportunity to answer any inquires
you may have and can be reached at
908-232-0781.

Paid Bulletin Board
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Fairview Cemetery announces the opening of Pond View Mausoleum.

Westfield Town Announces Call for
Board, Committee Volunteers Happy Thanksgiving

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving everyone from the staff of The Westfield Leader.

WESTFIELD – The Town of
Westfield has opened its 2020 call for
volunteers to fill anticipated open-
ings in its boards, commissions, and
Mayor’s advisory councils. Residents
can now visit www.westfieldnj.gov/
volunteer to review full descriptions
of each group and submit an applica-
tion for their areas of interest.

“The public’s response to our online
call for volunteers has been over-
whelming since we implemented this
process two years ago,” said Mayor
Shelley Brindle. “Our community’s
eagerness to engage and lend their
time and expertise continues to im-
press me, and with 2020 shaping up
to be a pivotal year on a number of
fronts, we need volunteers now more
than ever.”

In addition to the established
boards, commissions, and councils,
the town is seeking additional volun-
teers to assist with the planning and
execution of Westfield 300, the year-

long celebration of Westfield’s 300th
anniversary in 2020. Westfield 300
events are expected to include the
anchor events of a town-wide out-
door celebration in June and an en-
hanced year-end holiday event next
December to cap the anniversary year.
Over the course of 2020, ongoing
Westfield 300 programming will also
be scheduled, with historical lectures/
re-enactments, musical events, archi-
tectural tours, a commemorative book,
and additional opportunities to be
finalized in the coming weeks and
months among business owners, resi-
dents, and community organizations.
Residents with expertise in event plan-
ning, fundraising, marketing/commu-
nications, and merchandising are en-
couraged to volunteer.

Applications will be accepted
through Friday, December 13, with
appointments made prior to the Tues-
day, January 7 annual town reorgani-
zation meeting.

Letters to
the Editor

Welcome Kids
Back From
College For

Holiday Break!

NJ Assembly Democrats Advance Bills
To Re-Classify Employees

 TRENTON – Six measures were approved Monday by the Assembly Labor
Committee to prohibit classifying workers as independent contractors, rather
than as employees.

The legislation stems from recommendations made by the Governor’s Task
Force on Employees in July. According to the report, employers have increased
part-time hiring  40 percent in the last 10 years and has become a growing
avoidance of tax revenue.

Construction employees misclassification resulted in state income taxes not
being paid for up to $11 million in off-the-books employment and nearly $9
million from employment of misclassified workers.

The Bills are A-5838, A-5842, A-5843, A-5839, A-5840 and A-5841.
*****

Editorial Comment: This Draconian Legislation in our view will result in
the loss of thousands of jobs, make New Jersey even more business unfriendly,
and is a government money grab. This will force us to lay off people. We call
for these legislators to be voted out of office.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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