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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY SHOPPING...This couple checks out jewelry by Designs by Roz at the Temple Sholom holiday boutique on
Sunday in Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains Residents Continue
To Object to Town Hall Relocation

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last week’s
downtown redevelopment commit-
tee meeting, as it was last month, was
dominated by residents’ complaints
about the possible relocation of the
municipal building and the police and
fire departments to township-owned
property on Plainfield Avenue across
from the public works facility and
Memorial Park.

The first phase of downtown rede-
velopment efforts is centered, in part,
on the township-owned properties

where the municipal building and
police station as well as the north side
firehouse are presently located. Mov-
ing the township’s administrative of-
fices and the police and fire depart-
ments out of the downtown business
district would free up that property
for private development.

While no relocation decisions have
yet been made as township officials
and the conditional developers —
Advance Realty and its partner, PS&S
Engineering — work out the details
of an overall redevelopment and fi-
nancing plan for the downtown, resi-

dents living in the Westfield Avenue-
Henry Street-Evergreen Avenue
neighborhood have loudly pushed
back on any plans to build a new
municipal complex on the Plainfield
Avenue lot that has been used for leaf
disposal and, even more so, the ad-
joining grassy property at the corner
of Westfield Avenue and Evergreen
Avenue. That latter property has since
2002 been zoned as C-Conservation,
and homeowners in the neighborhood
have made it clear, last month and last
week, that they prefer it to be kept that
way.

The at times boisterous crowd of a
few dozen residents at last
Wednesday’s meeting said putting a
new municipal building in their neigh-
borhood would take away green space
as well as result in increased vehicu-
lar and emergency-vehicle traffic that
would threaten the safety of students
walking to and from Evergreen School
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Henry Street resident Leonard
Brzozowski said it was “heartbreak-
ing” that township officials are con-
sidering developing the green space,
which he said is “one of the few small
areas on the north side that is still
green.” In recent weeks, there has
been informal talk on social media
and elsewhere that perhaps the Me-
morial Park site could be used instead
as a site for a new town hall, but Leigh
Fleming, a planner with Harbor Con-
sultants, which is advising the rede-
velopment committee, said there is
not a lot of vacant land in Scotch
Plains available for recreation facili-
ties. If Memorial Park, which opened
16 years ago, were to be used as a site
for new development, then private
developers could potentially file law-
suits seeking to build on other proper-
ties where ball fields are located.

Mayor Alexander Smith agreed,

Township’s AAA Bond
Rating Reaffirmed
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Manager Al Mirabella told the town-
ship council last week that the
township’s AAA-bond rating has been
reaffirmed, which he called “good
news for us.” Such a top-notch desig-
nation is “very difficult to achieve”
and “very difficult to maintain,” he
said, adding that Scotch Plains is one
of only three towns in Union County
with a top bond rating. Mayor
Alexander Smith said that having a
AAA-bond rating will be “very im-
portant” as downtown redevelopment
moves forward.

In other business at the council’s
November 12 meeting, the governing
body approved an application to the
county for $35,000 in Community
Development Block Grant funding
for senior citizen recreation services.
The council also awarded a contract
not to exceed $6,280 to FDR Hitches
for a dual-axle lightweight utility
trailer for the Public Works Depart-
ment. And the council also autho-
rized the establishment of an escrow
fund by Plainfield Gas Realty LLC
for professional services in connec-
tion with its request that the property
it owns at 2246 North Avenue —

currently a gasoline station and con-
venience store — be rezoned from
residential to business.

At the start of the meeting, Police
Chief Ted Conley announced the pro-
motions of Jason Everitt and Mark
Lynch to the rank of sergeant. Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler read a
proclamation expressing the council’s
appreciation for a fundraising effort
by several school-age children last
summer that raised $5,000, via a lem-
onade sale, for Mallory’s Army, an
anti-bullying group. Councilman Ted
Spera read a proclamation declaring
Saturday, November 30 as Small
Business Saturday.

Councilwoman Stamler announced
that registration for the Holiday Home
Decorating Contest has started. The
first 25 homes to register will be
allowed to take part. Voting will take
place from Saturday, December 14
through Friday, January 3. All partici-
pating homes will be asked to collect
food for the needy, which will be
donated to the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey. Further information is
available by calling the township rec-
reation department at 322-6700, ex-
tension 223. She also announced that
the annual holiday celebration in the

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
SCOUTS VISIT COUNCIL...Cub Scouts from Pack 4, based at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains, and their leader, John Allen, visit the Fanwood Borough Council
at Monday night’s meeting for a peek at how government works. They were invited
to the podium for a photo op with Councilman Anthony Carter, at left.

Freeholders Extend Pact
With KemperSports

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday ap-
proved resolutions to extend the term
of the county shared-services agree-
ment for the operation and manage-
ment of the Scotch Hills Golf Course
in Scotch Plains as well as the
KemperSports’ operational budget for
expenses incurred at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
through the end of 2019.

KemperSports manages Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook, both county-
owned courses, per an agreement with
the county, as well as Scotch Hills
through an agreement the county has
with Scotch Plains.

Armando Sanchez, director of rec-
reational facilities, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
county just completed the request for
proposals process and it is expected a
resolution could be on the Thursday,
December 5 agenda for a new con-
tract with KemperSports. The last
two contracts were for five years each.
He said the contract would begin
Wednesday, January 1, 2020.

The Scotch Hills’ extension in-
cludes an additional expense of
$4,400 to be paid by the county to the
township to cover the management
fee for the municipal-owned golf
course for the remainder of the year.

Another resolution approved cov-
ers operations including concession-
aire services at the two county courses
and Scotch Hills through the end of
the year and includes $13,500 to cover
the management fee for Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook and the $4,400
for Scotch Hills through Tuesday,
December 31. Additional resolutions
approved extend KemperSports’ con-
tracts for management and conces-

sionaire services at the Warinanco
Sports Center in Elizabeth/Roselle
by including $10,266 to cover the
management fee for that operation.

Another resolution increases
KemperSports’ operational budget at
Warinanco by $93,049 to a total of
$609,049 for the period from No-
vember 17 through December 31.

In other business, Union County
College (UCC) has been named one
of 150 community colleges eligible
to compete for the $1-million Aspen
Prize for Community College Excel-
lence. Those colleges were selected
from a pool of nearly 1,000 public
two-year colleges nationwide using
publicly-available data on student
outcomes, according to a UCC press
release. The colleges chosen are from
39 states in urban, rural and suburban

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...Elyse Blasi, a Fanwood Recreation commis-
sioner for the past two years and 35-year resident of Fanwood, has been named
Fanwood Volunteer of the Month. She has taken part in organizing many of the
borough’s signature events, among them the upcoming Christmas tree lighting
and holiday celebration, the Easter Egg Hunt and 5K race. She was presented with
a print of the historic Fanwood train station by Council President Tom Kranz.
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Next week’s issue will
arrive Friday,

November 29. Have a
Happy Thanksgiving.

Community -- Columbia Bank An-
nounces Community Service Awards.

Sports -- Hunt. Central Jars Raid-

Photo courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains
MALLORY’S ARMY…The Scotch Plains Council on Tuesday recognized
third-grade Brunner Elementary School students Olivia Haley, Grant Haley,
Dante Castonuovo, Miles Weisholtz and Ian Weisholtz for their efforts this
summer raising more than $5,000 for Mallory’s Army with their third annual
lemonade stand. Inspired by Dianne Grossman, mother of Mallory Rose
Grossman, a 12-year-old girl from Rockaway who took her own life in 2017, the
elementary-school students’ efforts go towards putting an end to bullying and
combating youth suicide.

School Board Hears Concerns
About Racism at High School

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Residents and
students spoke out against racism at
Thursday’s board of education meet-
ing that was reported to have hap-
pened to students at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

SPFHS students April Walsh and
Zynia McDowell, both members of
the Black Student Union, stated that
they “demanded actions to address
racism at the high school.” They said
they wanted to see the school actively
address the racism that they felt was
present within the student population

and suggested an assembly to discuss
these issues.

April stated that members of the
Black Student Union feel threatened
by racial slurs that they have heard at
the high school.

Many adults also addressed their
concerns about racism at the high
school.

Current Roselle resident and former
Scotch Plains resident Kimberly
Nicoles said she was shocked that the
current students in the Black Student
Union had to face the same racism
that she herself faced in 1977 when
she was a student at SPFHS. She
noted that there was a “sit in” in the
office of then Principal Terry Riegel
by members of the Black Student
Union to address racism within the
school community. Ms. Nicoles re-
marked that she was saddened by the
lack of progress made since that time.

Last week a high-school freshman
posted to social media a picture of
himself in blackface while standing
in front of a Confederate flag.

Last week, a joint statement issued
by Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted
Conley and Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo (please see page 4)
urged all Scotch Plains and Fanwood
residents to be “responsible role mod-
els.” They both stated that the multi-
tude of comments made concerning
the post attracted the attention of the
New Jersey State Police and the Fed-
eral Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. It was reported that no actual
threats were made.

“However distasteful as this pic-
ture is, the individual in the picture is
a juvenile, who thought that it was
just his small group of friends that
would see it. Once the picture was
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Index

Free Advertising Online Opportunities:
See www.goleader.com/free

ers, 4-0, For Group 4 Girls Soccer
Title; Ridgewood Stuns Blue Dev-
ils In Group 5 Grid Semis, 16-10.


