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BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD...The mayors of Cranford, Garwood and
Westfield received an update Friday morning regarding the PSE&G proposed
69kV project. The Mayors learned the Conrail lines will not be an option and that
a new route will be needed. Pictured, from left to right,  are: Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco, Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin and Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle.

A DAY AT THE U.N....Members of the Westfield High School Girls Learn International Club recently visited the United
Nations in New York to attend the 2019 Day of the Girl Summit, an event held annually since 2011, when the U.N. General
Assembly adopted a resolution to declare October 11 the “International Day of the Girl.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY CRAFTS FOR SALE...Shoppers browse available handcrafted items
for sale at the Cranford First Presbyterian Church Artisan Craft Fair held
Saturday, November 16. The event benefits the church’s general mission fund.

Courtesy of Borough of Garwood
WELCOMING NEWEST GFD TRUCK...The Garwood Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment welcomes its new ladder truck last week.

Freeholders Extend Pact
With KemperSports

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board last Thursday ap-
proved resolutions to extend the term
of the county shared-services agree-
ment for the operation and manage-
ment of the Scotch Hills Golf Course
in Scotch Plains as well as the
KemperSports’ operational budget for
expenses incurred at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
through the end of 2019.

KemperSports manages Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook, both county-
owned courses, per an agreement with
the county, as well as Scotch Hills
through an agreement the county has
with Scotch Plains.

Armando Sanchez, director of rec-
reational facilities, told The Westfield
Leader that the county just completed
the request for proposals process and
it is expected a resolution could be on
the Thursday, December 5 agenda for
a new contract with KemperSports.
The last two contracts were for five
years each. He said the contract would
begin Wednesday, January 1, 2020.

The Scotch Hills’ extension in-
cludes an additional expense of
$4,400 to be paid by the county to the
township to cover the management
fee for the municipal-owned golf
course for the remainder of the year.

Another resolution approved cov-
ers operations including concession-
aire services at the two county courses
and Scotch Hills through the end of
the year and includes $13,500 to cover
the management fee for Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook and the $4,400
for Scotch Hills through Tuesday,
December 31. Additional resolutions
approved extend KemperSports’ con-
tracts for management and conces-
sionaire services at the Warinanco
Sports Center in Elizabeth/Roselle

by including $10,266 to cover the
management fee for that operation.

Another resolution increases
KemperSports’ operational budget at
Warinanco by $93,049 to a total of
$609,049 for the period from No-
vember 17 through December 31.

In other business, Union County
College (UCC) has been named one
of 150 community colleges eligible
to compete for the $1-million Aspen
Prize for Community College Excel-
lence. Those colleges were selected
from a pool of nearly 1,000 public
two-year colleges nationwide using
publicly-available data on student
outcomes, according to a UCC press
release. The colleges chosen are from
39 states in urban, rural and suburban
areas, serving as few as 500 students
and as many as 75,000 students.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella

PSE&G Power Lines Will Not
Run Along Conrail Right of Way

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – PSE&G will not be
able to move forward with running
the proposed upgraded power lines
along the ConRail right-of-way,
PSE&G Projects Director Gino J.
Leonardis said at Friday’s special
meeting at Cranford’s municipal
building. The meeting was attended
by officials of surrounding towns.

Conrail provided feedback address-
ing the “along-the-rail-line” alterna-
tive power line route plan; feedback
deeming the project “unfeasible for
many reasons,” stated Mr. Leonardis.

However, PSE&G will not be mov-
ing forward at this time with the pro-
posed Walnut Avenue route, stated
Mr. Leonardis.

“The last thing PSE&G would want
is displeased customers. PSE&G al-
ways has and wants to continue work-
ing with the community,” Mr.
Leonardis said.

PSE&G is considering alternative
routes, which would include a new
location for a substation, which would
host the “more reliable and efficient”
power lines, stated Mr. Leonardis. At
this time, an alternative route concept
separate of both Conrail or Walnut
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Avenue has not been solidified.
Conrail with PSE&G concurring

realized the Conrail route would be
simply “impractical” from an opera-
tional, accessibility and cost perspec-
tive, Mr. Leonardis said. He said the
Conrail project was misrepresented
by the project’s proponents, who as-
sumed the new lines could be placed
on existing poles along the track.

New power poles hosting the new
higher 69kv voltage lines would be
needed, stated Mr. Leonardis, adding
that the new power lines would in-
fringe on personal property owners’
land rights or Conrail’s existing op-
erations and future operations. The
current lines the utility wants to re-
place are 26kv.

“If PSE&G were to place the power
lines along the tracks, Conrail’s fu-
ture ‘third rail’ project planned within
the rail corridor would no longer be
possible,” said Mr. Leonardis, relay-
ing Conrail engineers’ opinions on
the project.

The proposed Conrail power line
route would have to be erected in
Conrail’s busiest corridor. The busy
corridor would negatively impact a
PSE&G construction timeline as well,
as PSE&G construction would slow
Conrail’s daily operations, Mr.
Leonardis said.

 In addition, he said the Conrail
power line project would include three
times the costs as opposed to the
project costs associated with the Wal-
nut Avenue project. PSE&G devel-
ops strategically-placed power line
routes to reduce project costs, stated
Mr. Leonardis. Project costs are in-
herently transferred to customers’
monthly bills.

PSE&G, when seeking a new alter-
native route, will look to reduce the
amount of power line distance re-
quired and poles needed to deliver
efficient energy to customers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Holds Ceremony
For New Ladder Truck

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The fire department
hosted a ceremony before Thursday’s
borough council meeting to induct
the municipality’s new ladder truck
into the o perational rescue vehicle
fleet. In attendance were Mayor Sara
Todisco, Councilman Richard
McCormack, who serves as fire com-
missioner, as well as all council mem-
bers and the entire volunteer fire de-
partment.

After years of “multiple requests”
for new equipment, the Garwood Fire
Department was bestowed “equip-
ment those guys (the firefighters) and
residents deserve,” Councilman
McCormack said.

After Councilman McCormack was
appointed fire department committee
chairman by Mayor Todisco, he said
he began hearing “requests for a new
fire truck and the reasoning behind
it.”

He said the new ladder truck will
allow for all Garwood homes and
businesses to be accessed during a
crisis versus existing equipment which

could not reach a “substantial amount
of Garwood homes or businesses.”

“I made it my mission when I ran
for office to protect our residents.
What protects our residents and school
children more or what is needed more
than adequate fire response?” Mr.
McCormack questioned.

“Truck 1 will assist the volunteer
firefighters who have protected the
borough since 1903,” Mayor Todisco
said.

“I sought the office of mayor with a
promise to make Garwood stronger,
and Truck 1 does just that as our fire
department will now be able to reach
all existing buildings in town, includ-
ing our school,” she said.

With the hosing ceremony officially
inducting Truck 1 into the fire
department’s operating fleet there was
a “retirement ceremony” for Engine
4.

Fire Chief Allan Tweedle said En-
gine 4 has served the borough since
1976.

“It (Engine 4) served our town very
well. Towards the last couple years, it

DWC Discusses Holiday
Events, ‘Look Back Report’

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO 
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), man-
agement entity of the Special Im-
provement District (SID) discussed
potential grants to be allocated to
local businesses and promoted up-
coming holiday events scheduled for
next month.

The members of the board dis-
cussed potential grants involving three
businesses in town: La’Vash Medi-
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terranean Grill, Via Nutrition and
Elements Interior Design Studio. The
DWC provides grants to new and
existing businesses that create or up-
grade signage or other façade ele-
ments.

The board could not vote on ap-
proving the grants, however, as the
body did not have enough members
for a quorum. It was suggested that an
online vote take place before the end
of the fiscal year or another meeting
be scheduled to arrange a vote.

The board next discussed upcom-
ing holiday events to be held in the
downtown area. This occurs in part to
generate business during the holiday
season.

“The DWC hopes Westfield resi-
dents will spend time downtown en-
joying holiday events and taking a
look at the many businesses for their
shopping and dining,” stated DWC
Interim Executive Director Kathleen

Prunty. “I think residents always en-
joy celebrating the holidays and the
local traditions in town with their
friends and neighbors and local busi-
nesses.”

The “Welcome Home to Westfield”
weekend will kick off the season with
photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus at
the Lord & Taylor Department Store
located at 609 North Avenue West.
The event will be held from Friday,
November 29 to Sunday, December
1. The hours on Friday and Saturday
will be from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. while
Sunday’s hours will be from noon to
4 p.m. A free five by seven photo will
be provided for each participant with
a suggestion donation of $5 to the
Westfield Food Pantry.

Immediately following the final
afternoon of photos with the Clauses
at 4 p.m., the “Westfield Winter Won-
derland” will commence with family

Next week’s issue will
arrive Friday,

November 29. Have a
Happy Thanksgiving.
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Sports -- Hunt. Central Jars Raid-
ers, 4-0, For Group 4 Girls Soccer

Title; Ridgewood Stuns Blue Dev-
ils In Group 5 Grid Semis, 16-10.

Happy Thanksgiving!


