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Raider Boys Edge Blue Devils in Soccer Semis
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908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
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Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
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John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified
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• In Office General Anesthesia
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Board Certified

Raiders Fall to Millburn, 35-0,
In Football Consolation Finale

Elizabeth Edges Raiders, 1-0,
For Boys Soccer Section Title

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team saw its dream
of a sectional title end in a 1-0 defeat
against top-seeded Elizabeth on No-
vember 8 at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth. Elizabeth’s Emilano Caballero
scored the only goal of the tensely
fought sectional final on a penalty
kick 23 minutes into the first half. The
Minutemen (20-0-4) were awarded
the penalty kick after Matthew Giraldo
was taken down in the box.

Caballero lined up to take the shot
then slammed it into the back of the
net past Raider goalkeeper Dan Coyle.

“It feels great,” Caballero said. “I
was actually kind of nervous shooting
the penalty but I took it and I scored
the goal.”

In a match dominated by outstand-
ing play in goal Caballero’s goal
changed the complexion of the match,
allowing Elizabeth to go into a defen-
sive mode while protecting their lead
in a match that was played under
gusty wind conditions.

“That is why we expressed to our
kids, especially in the first half when
we were going with the wind, we had
to capitalize on the chances that we
had,” said Elizabeth Head Coach
Jacques Gonzalez. “Thank God we
did! Then in the second half, we just
mainly played defense because the
wind was going to be a big factor.”

Second-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, which had lost three previ-
ous games to Elizabeth this season,
including a double overtime loss in
the Union County Semis, actually
controlled the flow of this match and
got the better of the possession battle.
The Raiders played with a sense of
urgency and determination and
seemed to fluster their familiar rivals.
But for all their good work, the Raid-
ers failed to break through for a goal.

“It was a great game,” said Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Head Coach Tom

Breznitsky. “What are you going to
do? I think we totally outplayed them.
But you’ve got to score to win the
game. It is unfortunate. One PK call
and that was it. All the boys did a great
job out there. I couldn’t be prouder of
them. Elizabeth is a good team.”

In the second half, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood took the role of aggressor in
the match. The Raiders moved up and
down the field and had several opportu-
nities to finish with a goal but could
never get one past Minuteman goal-
keeper Stephen Valencia. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood even made a determined run
in the final 30 seconds but Alex Levy’s
shot from the left side of the goal was
just wide, ending the Raiders’ last best
chance to tie the contest.

“You’ve got to be lucky sometimes
and I don’t think we’ve been all that
lucky this season,” said Breznitsky.
“We couldn’t put one through here

today. The boys certainly had their
opportunities.”

Valencia came up with 11 saves for
the Minutemen, while Raider Coyle
notched nine saves in net. Coach
Gonzalez summed up the key factor
in his team’s victory.

“Honestly, it was Matthew Giraldo
up top. They had a game plan for him
but it is just so hard to stop a kid with
his ability. That is basically what it
was just Matthew on top.”

For Elizabeth the win was not only
its fourth of the season over rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood but also their
second straight North Jersey, Section
2, Group IV title.

“It is extremely special,” said
Gonzalez. “These kids have worked
so hard. This is the best prize for
them.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 0 0
Elizabeth 1 0 1

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains (4-6) ended its 2019
football campaign with a humbling,
35-0 loss at Millburn in a consolation
game on November 6 in Millburn.
The Raider defense was torched by
Millburn senior quarterback Shane
Sullivan who completed 17 of 25
passes for 272 yards with four touch-
downs (TD) and an interception.
Sullivan became the Millers’ all-time
passing leader in the first half of the
contest.

“It means a whole lot to me,” said
Sullivan of his record setting perfor-
mance. “Everything I do I owe to the
guys I am playing with out there. The
coaching staff, the O-Line, everyone.
I could not have done it without the
help of everybody on this team. They
make me look good. I cannot thank
them enough.”

The two teams came into Wednes-
day evening’s consolation game on
the heels of disappointing losses a
week earlier when each team had a
shot at qualifying for the state play-
offs with a victory. The Raiders lost at
home to Colonia, while Millburn lost
a 15-14 heartbreaker to Belleville.
While the formula for selecting oppo-
nents for the consolation round is
supposed to match teams of similar
abilities, it was pretty clear from the
onset that Millburn was the more
motivated of the two teams on this
night.

“We had an opportunity to get in
last week and we knew what was
ahead of us,” said Millburn Head
Coach Chris Drechsel. “Unfortunately
we didn’t get the job done. We made

too many mistakes and just picked a
bad night to play a bad game. This is
a special group that I have here. These
18 seniors here on this team is a rarity.
These guys brought a sort of new
sense of pride as to what football is all
about. I wasn’t at all worried that they
would not come back tonight even
after the disappointment of losing last
week with a chance to make the play-
offs. I knew they would finish it out
the right way. They love the sport and
they earn everything that they get.
They capped it off with a seven-win
season. I don’t know when the last
time was that this happened around
here.”

Millburn played like a team that
was angry it did not get an invitation
to the big dance. From the start, they
hammered the Raiders in all phases of
play. They got on the board first after
being set up deep in Scotch Plains
territory after a muffed punt. Running
back Griffin Titan, possessor of one
of the coolest names you are likely to
hear in high school sports, ran it into
the end zone from five yards out for a
7-0 first quarter lead.

“In the beginning they were driv-
ing,” said Sullivan. “They got the ball
and they moved it down the field. We
were lucky to get a stop. Then later
once we got the muffed punt we knew
we were under way. They are a good
team. They were ranked close to us
for a reason. We just did what we
needed to do to get the win tonight.”

Sullivan was a big part of that effort.
The senior signal caller struck for three
second-quarter touchdown passes
against a Raider secondary that was
not up to the challenge. Sullivan con-

nected on a 32-yard touchdown pass to
Andrew Schwartz, followed by a 32-
yard strike to Evan Gershoff. Sullivan
completed his first half trifecta by hook-
ing up with Titan for an 18-yard score
just before the half.

Trailing 28-0, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood could muster little in the
way of offense either. After a couple
of drives into Miller territory were
thwarted, Millburn put the finishing
touches on the game with another 18-
yard touchdown pass from Sullivan
to Schwartz early in the fourth quarter
that made it a 35-0 margin.

For the Millburn Millers who fin-
ished with a 7-3 mark on the season,
the win served as vindication of their
belief that they were a playoff worthy
team. Scotch Plains-Fanwood, on the
other hand, after having made signifi-
cant strides in the win-loss column
this year, finished the season with a
pair of discouraging losses by a com-
bined score of 70-6. Despite the bad
outcome, the Raiders did earn the
praise of Millburn’s head coach.

“Scotch Plains is a good team,”
said Drechsel. “They are a four-win
team. The coach is in his first year and
he is doing a nice job. It has kind of
been our theme all year that we con-
trol what we do. In every game that
we play, we have control over whether
we win or not. It comes down to not
making mistakes and tonight we
played a relatively clean game. When
we do that, it has been a pretty com-
mon outcome that we can do some
good things offensively and on de-
fense as well.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood   0   0   0   0 0
Millburn   7 21   0   7 35

“There was a bunch of heads in
there. We were all attacking. We were
all trying to get a head on the ball. It
was just to me and I took advantage of
it,” Tittanegro explained.

Similar to their first game against
Westfield, the first half of the game
was slightly in the Blue Devils’ favor
but the Raiders turned on the juice in
the second half.

“It’s been the story of this season.
We have had a lot of good second

halves. Kind of start off a little shaky
in the first half. Yes! Westfield came
out hot. They started off and set the
tempo. Once you realize that and start
to get into the groove of it, the second
half came and we were ready to go. A
lot of us seniors on the bench at half-
time, said the last 40 minutes you play
hard because it could be the last 40
minutes of our high school career and
we came out ready to capitalize,”
Murphy said.

“Like Owen said, all season we
have been more of a second-half team.
We were able to hold our ground for
the first half and that frustrated
Westfield. They couldn’t get a quick
goal. Eventually we outworked them.
They were tired and we waited for the
opportunity. We took advantage of
it,” Tittanegro added.

The 12-7-3 Raiders have another
huge hurdle to clear when they would
face the top-seeded, No. 4-ranked,
19-0-4 Elizabeth Minutemen at Wil-
liams Field in Elizabeth on Novem-
ber 8. The Minutemen stung the
Bayonne Bees, 5-1, in the first round,
shutout Phillipsburg, 3-0, in the
quarterfinals and nipped North
Hunterdon, 1-0, in the semifinals.
Elizabeth had defeated the Raiders 2-
0 and 2-1 during the regular season
then scored late in the second half to
top the Raiders, 3-2, in the Union
County Tournament semifinals. Last
year, the Minutemen burned the Raid-
ers with a pair of second-half goals
within 1:36 to grab the sectional crown
in Scotch Plains.

Tittanegro answered, “It’s a great
game. We’ve played them three times.
Last time it took us down to the last
two minutes. They were able to win
but I think if we play our game, play
solid and contain their number 10
[Emiliano Caballero], we will come
away with a win.”

“This year we have the most re-
spect for this Elizabeth team. They
have proved it. They are one of the
better teams in the state, probably the
best public school in the state. So we
know what we will have coming for
us but like Nick said, semifinals of the
counties we went out and took it to
under two minutes. We could play
with this team! We could fight with
this team! If we put our best foot
forward, I think we can fight with any
team in the state. We will be ready for
them. We are going over to their place
this time. We will be prepared and get
our revenge from last year,” Murphy
expressed.
Westfield 0 0 0
Sc Pl-Fanwood 0 1 1

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Raiders 2nd, Cougars 4th
At Sectional Gymnastics

Scheuerman (OB) took top honors
in the vault with a 9.5, while Aresta
took second at 9.45. Brady (WH) was
third at 9.325 and Haley Zampella
(Edison - E) took fourth at 9.275. SPF
Raiders TJ Singletary and Farley tied
for fifth at 9.2. Scheuerman also won
the uneven bars with a 9.625, while
Cranford Cougar Catherine Blowe
and Brenda Anastero (WH) tied for
second at 9.275. Aresta (OB) took
fourth at 9.25 and Brady (WH) took
fifth at 9.15.

Aresta (OB) won the floor exercise
with a 9.55 and Ty Upton (STA) placed
second at 9.475. Zampella (E) placed
third at 9.425 and Raider Farley took
fourth at 9.4, followed by Scheuerman
(OB) at 9.3. Zampella (E) took first
on the balance beam with a 9.55,
followed by Scheuerman (OB) at
9.275 and Singow (Summit) at 9.25.
Cranford’s Blowe and Kayla
O’Connell (OB) tied for fourth at 9.2.

The top 5 in each event advance to
the state individual championships

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School gymnastic team placed second
at the North Jersey, Section 2 Gymnas-
tics Championships at St. Thomas
Aquinas High School (formerly Bishop
Ahr) in Edison on November 2. Old
Bridge captured the team title with a
total of 109.125, followed by the Raid-
ers at 106.950, Summit Hilltoppers at
105.3, the Cranford Cougars at 103.75
and St. Thomas Aquinas (STA) at
103.65. Ridge took sixth at 102.375
and the Westfield Blue Devils placed
seventh at 102.15.

Amanda Scheuerman (Old Bridge
- OB) won the all-around with a total
of 37.7 followed closely by teammate
Mackenzie Aresta at 36.75. SPF
Raider Shaylin Farley placed third
with a 36.325, followed by Summit’s
Catherine Singow at 36.125 and
Rebecca Brady of Watchung Hills
(WH) at 36.025. All gymnasts with a
total of 36 or higher qualified for the
state individual tournament at Mont-
gomery High School on November 9.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019
5:00 PM

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
75 MARTINE AVENUE NORTH

FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

 All interested citizens will be given an
opportunity to present their opinion re-
garding which projects the Mayor and
Council should submit to the Union County
Community Development Revenue Shar-
ing Committee for Year 46 at the above
time and place.  For further information
contact the Borough Clerk at (908) 322-
8236, Ext 123

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/14/19, The Times Fee: $18.36

The No. 4, 22-1 Middletown South
High School Eagles girls soccer team
nipped the No. 8, 16-4-2 Cranford
Cougars, 1-0, to capture the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 crown at

home on November 7. Katie Coyle
scored the game winner on a feed
from Filomena DeGregorio in the first
half. Cougar goalkeeper Amanda Vath
was credited with eight saves.

SPF PAL Send C & D Teams
To PAL Football Super Bowl

Two Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
PAL football teams will participate in
the Super Bowl this Saturday, No-
vember 16. For the first time in the
history of the New Jersey Suburban
Youth Football League, two Super
Bowls will be played per each grade
level.

There will be a Super Bowl for all
four levels, A (eighth grade), B (sev-
enth grade) C (sixth grade) and D (fifth
grade) and one Super Bowl each will
be played for the National Division
and the American Division. In the past,
just one Super Bowl was played per
grade level when the division winners
met in the championship game.

The SPF D Raiders will play New
Providence in the National Division
on Foley Field in Bloomfield at 9 a.m.

and the C team will face Chatham at
10:30 a.m. The C Raiders and
Chatham fought to a tie earlier this
season in their C level game, while
the SPF D team was defeated by New
Providence.

This past Sunday, the SPF C team
defeated Somerset Hills, 7-0, and the
Raider D team knocked out Spring-
field, 14-7, in the first round of the
league playoffs at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High’s Tyson Field.

The Raiders B team was eliminated
from the playoffs when the Raiders
were defeated by Chatham, 13-0, in
Chatham. The last SPF Raider PAL
team to win a Super Bowl came in
2011 when the D team capped an 11-
0 season with a 7-0 victory over Sparta
in the league championship game.

Middletown So. Nips Cougars for Soccer Title

Courtesy of a Cougar fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRESSURING THE GOALKEEPER...Cougars Riley Korzeneski, No. 3, and
Brooke Swandrak, No. 11, put pressure on the Middletown South goalkeeper.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDER FAN APPRECIATION...The Raiders rush over to their fan base after defeating the Blue Devils, 1-0, in the
semifinal round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament in Scotch Plains on November 5.


