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– Obituaries –

William A. Doyle

William A. Doyle, 89, Longtime Funeral
Director In Westfield and Cranford

William A. Doyle,  89,  of
Cranford passed away peacefully
on Tuesday, November 5, 2019, at
his home following a brief illness.

Bill was a longtime funeral di-
rector and manager with
Gray Funeral Homes of
Westfield and Cranford,
where he worked for
more than 60 years.
Born in Newark to the
late James and Elizabeth
Fox Doyle, he was a
graduate of St .
Benedict’s Preparatory
School and the
McAllister School of
Mortuary Science in
New York.

A veteran of the U.S.
Navy during the Korean War, Bill
was transferred to the U.S. Ma-
rines, 1st Division in Korea, where
he was a Corpsman. He later trans-
ferred to the Naval Hospital in Ja-
pan, where he worked until 1955.

Bill was a Past Grand Knight of
the Knights of Columbus Council
No. 1711 in Westfield, Past Faith-
ful Navigator of the Knights of
Columbus Watchung Assembly No.
672 of the 4th Degree, and Past
Chapter Chairman of the New Jer-
sey Knights of Columbus Chapter
No. 1. He served on the board of
the Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Corporation and was the Del-
egate at Large with the New Jersey
State Funeral Directors Associa-

tion. Bill was a past president of
the Essex, Union and West Hudson
Funeral Directors Association, and
the Westfield Lions Club.

He was the beloved husband of
62 years of the late Alice
Mae (Vermilyea) Doyle,
and was also preceded
in death by his young
son, Patrick Doyle, and
his brother, Brother
Walter Doyle, S.J. He is
survived by his daugh-
ter, Carol Dinsmore, and
her husband, Robert,
son, William Doyle, and
his wife, Claudia, son,
James Doyle, and his
wife, Linda, daughter,
Kathleen Dinsmore, son,

Thomas Doyle, and his wife, Rose,
son, Timothy Doyle, son, Mark
Doyle, and his wife, Veronica; 15
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchil-
dren; his sister, Claire Doyle Smith,
and nieces and nephews.

Bill’s visitation was held on Fri-
day, November 8, at Gray Memorial
Funeral Home, 12 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford. His Funeral Mass
was celebrated on Saturday, Novem-
ber 9, at St. Agnes Roman Catholic
Church, 332 Madison Hill Road,
Clark. Interment with military hon-
ors followed at Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery in East Hanover. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences.
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A FOCUS ON WELL-BEING...A free lunchtime lecture on Friday, November 22,
from 12:30 to 2 p.m., at the Westfield Area YMCA’s Main Facility in Westfield,
will highlight the latest therapies for Parkinson’s disease. Participants also will
have an opportunity to learn about the Y’s “Delay the Disease: Exercise to Fight
Parkinson’s Symptoms” class, pictured above. Registration for the lunchtime
program is required by Wednesday, November 20.

WHEELS OF PROGRESS...Chairman Warren Rorden is pictured with col-
lected bikes during the Rotary Club of Westfield’s recent drive in partnership
with the nonprofit Pedals for Progress. In addition to 100 bicycles, the club
received donations of 11 sewing machines and $1,804 in funds to benefit people
in Third World countries.

Rotary Collects 100 Bikes
For Third World Nations

WESTFIELD — The Rotary
Club of Westfield collected exactly
100 bicycles, 11 sewing machines
and $1,804 in donations on Octo-
ber 19 to benefit people in Third
World countries.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
works with a nonprofit organiza-
tion 501c3 called Pedals for
Progress. Every year, the Rotary
Club puts out the call for used bi-
cycles and collects them in Octo-
ber. Warren Rorden has been run-
ning the bike drive for the Rotary
Club since 1997 and has collected
2,400 bikes and 89 sewing ma-
chines over 22 years.

In developing countries, a bicycle
is an important vehicle to get to
work, transport goods to market, or
for a child to travel a longer dis-
tance to school. One-third of the
bikes collected by Rotary were
children’s bikes. Additionally, bike
shops are then needed in these coun-
tries to perform repairs, which cre-
ates jobs and benefits the economy.

The club also collects sewing ma-
chines at the same time. A sewing
machine can create a lifetime job
for a person and change the eco-
nomic circumstances of their fam-
ily. Pedals for Progress runs collec-
tions throughout New Jersey, then
fills a container with bikes and ships
it to destinations where they will do
the most good. Off-road bikes go to
countries without roads; road bikes
go to countries with paved roads.

The bikes need to be prepared

for shipping. The volunteers re-
move the pedals, attach them to the
frame and turn the handlebars side-
ways to flatten the bikes. The bikes
may be easily stacked in the ship-
ping containers. It costs about $50
to ship each bike, so the Rotary
Club asks for a $10 donation with
each bike. The bikes are sold in the
receiving country for a nominal
fee, which gives value to the bike
and helps to offset shipping. Ped-
als for Progress gives a tax receipt
for the donation of the equipment
and money.

In the course of making room for
its new season, Jay’s Cycle Center
dropped off 25 new bikes and a
check for $250.

The Rotary Club of Westfield has
a project every month. Club mem-
bers meet most Tuesdays for lunch
at 12:15 p.m. at Addams Tavern in
downtown Westfield. Guests are al-
ways welcome. The website is
westfieldrotary.com. For informa-
tion, contact Club Secretary Michael
Hart at drmhart@yahoo.com.

‘Walk with Librarian’
Set For November 22
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Public Library will host “Walk
with a Librarian” on Friday, Novem-
ber 22, at 10 a.m. Members of the
community are invited to talk about
books while getting some fresh air
and exercise at Jerseyland Park.

Participants will meet Scotch Plains
Public Library librarians at Jerseyland
Park for a leisurely walk and conver-
sation. The librarians will share infor-
mation about new releases and answer
questions about the library’s digital
services or upcoming programs.

Jerseyland Park is located at 2377
Richmond Street, Scotch Plains. Walk-
ers are encouraged to bring water and
to wear good walking footwear. In the
event of inclement weather, check the
library website at scotlib.org.

Registration is recommended. For
more information or to register for
programs, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township. The library is
a partner in the Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign.

NAMI Plans Program
On Holiday Stress

SCOTCH PLAINS — NAMI
Union County, the local affiliate of
the National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness, will present a program on Tues-
day, November 26, on how to cope
with holiday stress.

The holiday season is seen as a
festive time to share with family and
friends, but often it can cause signifi-
cant stress. Whether the trigger is fa-
tigue, unrealistic expectations, chronic
illness, or any other stress factor, the
holidays may feel very overwhelming.

The NAMI public meeting will fea-
ture a presentation by Teresa LaStella,
RN, on how to reduce stress. Ms.
LaStella has been conducting medi-
tation classes for the past 10 years
and will lead the audience through a
combination of meditation and breath-
ing relaxation exercises.

The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m.
at the RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center, located at 2120 Lam-
berts Mill Road, Scotch Plains. All
are welcome. For more information,
call (908) 233-1628 or email
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Workshop to Address
Human Trafficking

WESTFIELD — The Respect Life
Ministry of St. Helen’s and Holy Trin-
ity invite the community to a talk
entitled “Human Trafficking Today”
on Tuesday, November 19, at 7 p.m.
It will take place at the Parish Center
of the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, located at 508 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield.

According to the Respect Life Min-
istry, an estimated 21 million to 45
million people today are victims of
human trafficking; many of the ob-
jects people use every day are the
product of slave labor, and places that
are transportation hubs like New Jer-
sey are centers of human trafficking.

This workshop will look at the
reality of human trafficking and in-
vestigate the ways in which civil
society, the church and ordinary
people are joining in solidarity to
stop human trafficking. The program
will include prayer, a video, a pre-
sentation, and time for discussion
and questions and answers.

NAMI Offers Support
For Caregivers

CRANFORD — The National Al-
liance on Mental Illness (NAMI) in-
vites all who care for a loved one with
a mental health illness to join its peer-
led group meetings and gain support
and insight from others facing similar
challenges.

Meetings take place from 7:30 to 9
p.m. on the third Tuesday of every
month at the First Presbyterian Church
of Cranford, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue, Cranford. The next meeting
will be held on November 19.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628 or email
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.

Garwood Library Highlights
Late November Programs

GARWOOD — The Garwood Pub-
lic Library has announced several
activities that are planned for the sec-
ond half of November.

Pipsqueak Players – Reading
Reimagined will take place on Wednes-
days, at 1 p.m., starting November 20
and running until December 18. This
reading enrichment program for 4-
and 5-year-olds offers fun activities
and games designed to boost young-
sters’ ability to grasp sight words and
sounds. Registration is required and
participation limited to 10 children.

The Pipsqueak Players also will
visit during Toddler Story Time at
the library at 10:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, November 20. Toddler Story
Time is for children from newborns
through age 4 and features stories,
songs, bubbles and more. No regis-

tration is required.
Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will

be available on Thursday, November
21, from 10 a.m. to noon. Union County
Division on Aging staff will be on
hand to assist senior citizens age 60
and over or their caregivers with infor-
mation on services, such as meal de-
livery, respite care, adult day care and
support services for caregivers.

The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue. For more
information and to register for pro-
grams requiring it, call (908) 789-
1670. Information about library pro-
grams also can be found at
youseemore.com/garwood.

The library is open Monday and
Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visitors are
advised that the library will close early
at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 27. It will be closed Thursday
through Saturday, November 28, 29
and 30, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

JAM-PACKED ADVENTURE...Troop 73 sets up camp at Jersey Jam 2019 in
Waterloo Village in Byram Township. Scouts and adult volunteers enjoyed
activities, exhibits, demonstrations, competitions and special events alongside a
few thousand other participants from New Jersey and neighboring states.

Boy Scout Troop 73 Enjoys
Jersey Jam Weekend

WESTFIELD — Boy Scouts and
adult volunteers from Troop 73, spon-
sored by the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, recently
traveled to Byram Township to par-
ticipate in Jersey Jam 2019, a two-
day event sponsored by Boy Scouts
of America Patriots’ Path Council.

Troop 73 sent 10 Scouts and eight
adult volunteers to this jamboree in
Waterloo Village, a national his-
toric district. The Scouts experi-

enced a weekend of activities, ex-
hibits, demonstrations, competitions
and special events alongside a few
thousand other Scouts, Explorers,
Venturers and Sea Scouts from New
Jersey and neighboring states. The
event took place the weekend of
October 4 to 6.

Anyone interested in learning more
about or joining Troop 73 is asked to
contact Scoutmaster Rob Lang at
cowboyflint@troop73nj.org.

Knights Council Reveals
Thanksgiving Pie Sale

AREA — The Roselle Park Knights
of Columbus Council No. 3240 is
holding their annual Thanksgiving
Pie Sale. Pre-orders are being ac-
cepted now (paid in full) through
Wednesday, November 20.

This year the Knights are
partnering with Schieferstein Farm
Market in Clark. All pies are baked
fresh on the premises. Nine- to 10-
inch pies (size varies by variety) are
$15 each. The assortment includes
apple, apple caramel walnut, apple
crumb, blueberry, blueberry crumb,
blueberry peach, cherry, cherry
crumb, coconut custard, four berry,
mince, peach, peach crumb, pecan,
pumpkin, strawberry rhubarb and
sugar-free apple.

Also available are nine-inch glu-

ten-free apple pies from Gluten Free
Gloriously in Sterling, a certified
gluten-free bakery. Gluten-free pies
are $22 each.

All pies will be available for
pickup on Wednesday, November
27, from 1 to 5 p.m., in the Church
of the Assumption’s Lower Parish
Hall, located at 113 Cheigo Place,
Roselle Park.

Order forms are available on the
parish website, assumptionrp.com,
or on Knights of Columbus Msgr.
Loreti Council No. 3240’s Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/Knights-
of-Columbus-Msgr-Loreti-Council-
3240. Anyone needing additional in-
formation may contact Church of the
Assumption’s Parish Office at (908)
245-1107.

FAITH JOURNEYS BEGIN...Rabbi Howard Tilman of Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains leads a Tot Shabbat service in September. The synagogue
will offer Tot Shabbat and Kids Kehilla beginning this Saturday, November 16,
and continuing into 2020.

Parkinson’s Therapies
To Be Lecture Topic

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA will host Dr. Arash Fazl
and Dr. Paul Gigante from Saint
Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston
for a free lunchtime lecture on Friday,
November 22, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. It
will take place at the Main Y Facility,
located at 220 Clark Street, Westfield.

Participants will learn about the
latest therapies for Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Topics will include medication
management, diet/exercise and sur-
gical options. Dr. Fazl is a movement
disorder specialist and Dr. Gigante is
a neurosurgeon. A light lunch will be
provided.

This event is open to YMCA mem-
bers and the community. Registra-
tion is required by Wednesday, No-
vember 20.

Jean White, Westfield Area YMCA
Health and Wellness director, also will
be available to discuss the “Delay the
Disease: Exercise to Fight Parkinson’s
Symptoms” class offered at the Y. This
program, led by Y trainers with spe-
cialized certification, incorporates
strength, flexibility, balance and car-
diovascular exercises to help soothe
tremors, improve posture, smooth steps
and increase overall well-being.

Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

Local Synagogue to Present
Shabbat Services For Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold Shabbat
services that cater to children in
specific age groups on designated

Friday evenings and Saturday
mornings throughout the year. Tot
Shabbat is designed for young chil-
dren, newborns through age 5,
along with their families. Kids
Kehilla caters to children in sec-
ond through fifth grade. Both Tot
Shabbat and Kids Kehilla are free
and open to the community.

Tot Shabbat is an interactive ser-
vice that celebrates the Jewish Sab-
bath through song, prayer and
storytelling. Each month, Congre-
gation Beth Israel will offer one Tot
Shabbat service on a Friday evening
as well as one Tot Shabbat service on
a Saturday morning. On Friday eve-
nings, Tot Shabbat services will start
at 5:30 p.m., followed by matzah
ball soup and a nosh for the children.
On Saturday mornings, Tot Shabbat
services will begin at 10:45 a.m.

Kids Kehillah is a kid-friendly
Shabbat service and experience for
elementary-school children that
meets monthly on Saturday morn-
ings from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. Par-
ents and older children are wel-
come to attend regular Shabbat
morning services conducted con-
currently in the synagogue’s main
sanctuary, beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Tot Shabbat and Kids Kehillah
are scheduled for the same Satur-
day mornings during the year so
that when families with children of
various ages come to synagogue,
there is a service for everyone. At
the conclusion of all three Satur-
day morning services, children and
adults are invited to enjoy a com-
plimentary kiddush lunch together
in the synagogue’s social hall.

Tot Shabbat will be held on Satur-
day, November 16; Friday, Decem-
ber 13; Saturday, January 11; Friday,
January 24; Friday, February 7; Sat-
urday, February 22; Friday, March
6; Saturday, March 21; Friday, April
3; Saturday, April 25; Friday, May 8,
and Saturday, May 30.

Kids Kehillah will take place on
the following Saturdays: Novem-
ber 16, January 11, February 22,
March 21, April 25 and May 30.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, Scotch
Plains, at the corner of Martine Av-
enue. For more information, contact
Lev Metz at Lev@CBIsp.org or at
(908) 889-1830.


