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College Men’s Club of 

Westfield is excited to 

be offering additional 

scholarships for the 

young men and women of 

Westfield High School 

for SAT/ACT prep 

courses this year. 

Application deadline is December 10th, 

2019. All applicants will be notified by 

email around December 20th and 

recipients will be asked to attend a 

meeting with their parents soon after. 

Classes begin in January/February for 

March/April testing. Course training 

will be provided by College Wise/Ivy 

Educational Services. To submit an 

application visit: 

www.cmcwestfield.org

If you have any further questions 

please contact us at: 

info.cmcwestfield@gmail.com

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN HONOR OF CRANFORD VETS...The color guard of Cranford VFW Post 335
check out the Cranford Historical Society’s Veterans Day exhibit at the Hanson
House on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING WESTFIELD’S VETS...Students from Holy Trinity School in
Westfield hold flags during Westfield’s Veterans Day ceremony Monday at the
town’s Veterans Monument.

manage the cost of their facilities.
Overall, it’s been very positive,” Mr.
Wydner said.

He said the cost to the county is
“net zero,” noting that Scotch Plains
gets any revenue overages back while
the township pays the county back on
any money that was spent in excess of
revenues per the shared-services
agreement.

In other business, Director of Engi-
neering, Public Works and Facilities
Management Joseph Graziano said
there are four to five roads that still
have to be paved per the county’s
2019 paving program.

“We might have to push anything
left to the spring of 2020. Any of the
concrete work that’s out there now —
(although) the handicap ramps and
the sidewalks, whatever has to be
done, are going to be finished (in
2019),” he said.

Locally, he noted that the county’s
contractor might be able to complete
paving on Deer Path in Mountainside
during the day.

He said as temperatures dip into
the 30s it becomes too cold in the
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Scotch Hills Agreement
evening when the bulk of the work is
done to pave roadways. Mr. Graziano
said 24 miles of roadway was sched-
uled to be paved in 2019, an increase
of five miles over last year.

Freeholder Chris Hudak called
the annual street paving project “a
valuable county service” as motor-
ists get to travel on smooth road
surfaces.

The board considered a resolution
sought by Sheriff Peter Corvelli to
purchase two K-9 dogs at a cost of
$14,900 from Connecticut Canine
Services of Bethany, Conn. The sher-
iff said the office currently has 12
dogs, but he explained that the sheriff’s
office cannot cross-train K-9 dogs
when their officer gets promoted.

“So we are going to need two new
dogs for another officer,” the Sheriff
explained, noting the new dogs will
replace two existing dogs.

In other business, the board will
acknowledge tonight through a reso-
lution the retirement of Maureen Tinen
of Westfield after 32 years as execu-
tive director of the Union County
Economic Development Corporation.
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Snuffy’s Redevlopment Plan
Approved for Lidl, Parking

ply makes a lot of sense” to re-
designate the property as a B-3 High-
way Business zone. The property—
which lies on a piece of land be-
tween the highway and Mountain
Avenue—is now, and has been for
decades, a gas station and auto ser-
vice facility.

Eight neighborhood residents
spoke at the public hearing on Tues-
day, and a primary concerns was the
lack of knowledge—by residents
and township officials—about what
the property’s owner planned to do
once the property was rezoned.
Nearly 15 years ago, the gas station’s
former owners sought to expand the

number of gas pumps on the site,
expand the existing building into a
convenience store and put up a large
canopy over the gas pumps. After
many of the same neighborhood
residents loudly protested the idea,
the zoning board of adjustment
turned down the application, and
the board prevailed after the prop-
erty owner sued in state superior
court.

In the end, a bipartisan trio of
council members—Elizabeth
Stamler, Ted Spera and Roshan
White—voted to reject the ordi-
nance, to a smattering of applause
from the neighborhood residents.

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation honored veterans at its meet-
ing on Monday, unanimously passing
a resolution to recognize all those
who have served in the United States
armed forces. Three veterans from
the Cranford VFW, Jim D’Arcy, Leroy
Blowe and Jay Boxwell, received
certificates in thanks for their service.

“Our community owes a debt of
gratitude to all veterans for their dedi-
cated service and sacrifices,” read
Board Vice-President Lisa Carbone.
According to the resolution, the
United States Senate designated the
week of November 10 to 16, 2019 as
Veterans Education Awareness Week.
Ms. Carbone continued, “The mem-
bers of the board of education are
committed to reminding our youth
that the contributions and sacrifices
of the men and women who are serv-
ing and have served of the Armed
Forces have been vital to maintain
our freedom.”

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., said, “something very
special about the Cranford commu-
nity is its overwhelming desire to
serve and help one another.” He con-
tinued, “that spirit is certainly alive in
the schools and that spirit of service
and sense of obligation to serve one’s
community is present at an even
greater level with our veterans.”

Mr. Boxwell, commander of the
Cranford VFW post, offered his
thanks to the board for continuing to
support “the work that we did prior to
coming home and the continuing work
we do in the Cranford community.”

For 15 years, students from Paul
Maloney’s social studies class at Hill-
side Avenue School (HAS) have writ-
ten patriotic poems “that reflected
their family’s contribution” and read
them at the post’s Veterans Day cer-
emony. In addition to this tradition,
many students from HAS and Orange
Avenue School (OAS) have entered
the annual “Patriot’s Pen” essay-writ-
ing competition sponsored by the
VFW. Students from Cranford High
School (CHS) also have showed their
support by entering the “Voice of
Democracy” verbal essay competi-
tion, according to Mr. Boxwell.

Mr. Boxwell requested that the
board consider a future resolution

accepting booklets about the Cran-
ford 86. Compiled by Don Sweeney,
the booklets tell stories of the 86
Cranford residents who died in ser-
vice to their country. “If we could
have that book available to the
middle-school and high-school his-
tory teachers, as well as have a copy
available to each of those libraries,”
Mr. Boxwell said, so that students
and teachers could use the weeks
leading up to Veterans Day and Me-
morial Day as a time to “reflect and
do a little research” about Cranford
residents who sacrificed their lives.
Mr. Rubin said the board would dis-
cuss the possibility.

Student liaisons from HAS, OAS
and CHS updated the board on the
happenings at their respective
schools, including their Veterans Day
activities. CHS’ annual Senior Pasta
Night is this evening, Thursday,
November 14. More information is
available on CHS’ website.

Later in the meeting, board mem-
ber William Hulse discussed team-
ing up with the township to host a
red-carpet event at the newly re-
opened Cranford movie theater. The
movie, Shooting Heroin, stars a lo-
cal actor and follows the trials of a
small town dealing with the fallout
of an opioid epidemic. “Although
the title is shocking,” said Mr. Hulse,
the topic is timely.

The screening will be tonight, No-
vember 14. Tickets are $15 and all
the proceeds from this event will be
donated to Prevention Links. To buy
tickets, go to https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/shooting-
heroin-cranford-theatre-premiere-
tickets-76516686469.

This past year, Cranford police
have made 20 narcotic saves, ac-
cording to Mr. Hulse. Following the
screening, a panel consisting of mem-
bers of the board of education and
the police department, along with
experts on opioid abuse, will discuss
the current issues and answer ques-
tions.

Board President Kurt Petschow,
Jr. thanked Mr. Hulse for being a
part of it and said, “we do think we
are insulated from it, but we are not.”

The next meeting of the Cranford
Board of Education will be on Mon-
day, November 25, at 7:30 p.m., in
the board room at Lincoln School.

Cranford BOE Honors
Veterans at Meeting
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Cranford AH Settlement
oped because of lack of vacant land,
Mr. Cooper explained.

The township also held a detailed
presentation Monday evening which
allowed the township committee to
receive feedback from residents be-
fore Tuesday’s vote.

Proposed affordable-housing cen-
tric redevelopment projects during
December 2018 included the Myrtle
Street Special Needs Housing devel-
opment, the Myrtle Street Mixed Use
project, the E.F. Britten & Co. site at
24 South Avenue West and the North
Avenue Redevelopment area, stated
Mr. Cooper.

The updated fair share housing
negotiation agreement does not in-
clude the Myrtle Street Mixed-Use
project, and adds new projects in-
cluding the Chestnut Street or the
Former Wells Fargo Drive-Thru and
750 Walnut Avenue, stated Mr. Coo-
per. At 750 Walnut Avenue, there was

proposed space for a PSE&G substa-
tion with the remaining land to pro-
vide for a mix of townhomes, includ-
ing 196 age-restricted townhomes,
and 45 affordable non-age restricted,
totaling 245 townhomes in all. Hartz
Mountain Industries, who owns the
land at 750 Walnut Avenue, would
have a say at the fairness hearing.

Mr. Cooper stated that the settle-
ment agreement includes the highest
redevelopment density in the down-
town core district, the second highest
density redevelopments existing in
the downtown business district, and
the lowest density would be on down-
town transition districts.

“This settlement does not have ev-
erything the township wants. Unfor-
tunately, that’s not in the nature of a
settlement,” Mr. Cooper said.

The proposed settlement agreement
would give the township immunity
and repose until 2025.

Cranford to Split Birchwood
PILOT with School Dist.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee on Tuesday agreed to committing
70 percent of the Birchwood redevelop-
ment project PILOT (Payment in Lieu of
Taxes) revenue to the Cranford Board of
Education during the first two years of
the 30-year pilot program. The decision
was made at Tuesday’s workshop agenda
meeting with Board of Education Presi-
dent Kurt Petschow and Vice-President
Lisa Carbone participating in the public
discussion.

The township committee agreed with
board of education officials that the school
district will receive 70 percent of the
Birchwood PILOT proceeds during those
first two years, while 55 percent of total
revenue will be received during years
three through five, stated Mayor Patrick
Giblin.

“The township committee has been
very considerate assuring the funds will
benefit both the children and the commu-
nity,” Mr. Petschow said.

Mr. Petschow said the board of educa-
tion “realizes” the township committee
could face budget constraints or new costs
associated with population increases which
are not related to the school system.

As per New Jersey law, Cranford’s town-
ship committee could keep 95 percent of
the PILOT program revenue with 5 percent
allocated to Union County government.

Commissioner Ann Dooley said the
board of education should be given an
upfront amount in the PILOT’s begin-
ning years to financially prepare for an
influx of school-aged children.

Ms. Carbone said the board of educa-
tion-based projections assume that 99
students could be added to the Cranford
school district.

“I propose we prime the pump with 80
percent of the (PILOT program) revenue
to the school district,” Township Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said.

The district is at an “immediate disad-
vantage” with the possible student popu-
lation increase, stated Mr. Hannen. He

said the 80 percent revenue consideration
is validated when one considers the greater
percentage of each tax dollar goes to the
school district and Union County gov-
ernment collects an immediate 5 percent
of revenue, stated Mr. Hannen.

Mayor Giblin said a five-year timeline
would best serve the school district and
the township committee’s budget to al-
low both entities to assess actual finan-
cial impacts on their respective budgets
over a five-year period from the PILOT’s
commencement.

“The impact on the school district could
be in alignment with projections, a lot
less, or even a lot more. Nobody is certain
on the exact outcome just yet,” Mayor
Giblin said.

Placing qualitative opinions on finan-
cial impacts over a short-time horizon
such as one year or from one year to the
next would be erroneous for both the
board of education and the township com-
mittee alike, stated Mayor Giblin.

“I’m ok with all 30 years of the PI-
LOT,” stated Mr. Hannen, describing a
flat upfront revenue share with the board
of education over all 30 years versus a
revisit after five years.

Mayor Giblin said the discussion be-
tween the board of education and the
township committee discussing revenue
splits was “politicized” during campaign
season.

“I’m glad we could have the discus-
sion with clear minds. I was not going to
let that influence my decision making,”
said Mayor Giblin.

In other business, PSE&G representa-
tives will be meeting with Mayor Giblin
and several other committee members to
discuss whether the new high voltage
power lines can be installed along the
Conrail line versus Walnut Avenue.

“Honestly, I’m expecting negative
news. We will see though,” said Mayor
Giblin.

The mayor said PSE&G cancelled two
previous meetings with the township com-
mittee prior to next week’s upcoming
meeting, stated Mayor Giblin.

Proposed WHS Class Causes
Debate at BOE Meeting

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A potential new
social studies class caused debate
among residents and board mem-
bers at the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation meeting on Tuesday. The
course, entitled “Power, Privilege,
and Imbalance in American Soci-
ety,” would be a semester-long, jun-
ior and senior elective.

The purpose of the course, ac-
cording to its description, “is to un-
derstand the barriers encountered by
people of ethnic minorities and how
those barriers were created and have
changed America.” The description
also states students will discuss so-
cioeconomic status and its role in
America, as well as “identify power
structures and determine methods to
reduce inequalities within those
power structures for the benefit of
American society.”

Board member and curriculum
committee spokesperson Amy Root
said this “thought-provoking class”
will “educate and foster discussion
among students” in the right kind of
environment.

Board member Tara Oporto ques-
tioned the course material, saying
that during her Internet research of
the proposed material, she found re-
views indicating the reading materi-
als offer a biased perspective. While
some residents agreed with her, oth-
ers said that history is always told
from someone’s perspective and the
purpose of this course is to bring
previously marginalized voices to
the conversation.

Peggy Brug said, “encourage kids
to talk about issues as they exist
from their perspective.” Ms. Brug
continued, “we need to recognize
the makeup of America and the
makeup of this world is changing,
and our kids need to be prepared to
address it.”

Donnell Carr said, “there is one
reality, the opposite reality, and the
in-between reality.”

Randall Wernes questioned
whether this class would unite stu-
dents or divide them. Mr. Wernes
said that the United States was
founded on an ideology that people
are equal. Kerri Oligino agreed that
there was an ideology that the coun-
try is based on, but added, “there is a
practicality on how that ideology
was carried out.” She referenced that
Thomas Jefferson wrote the Decla-
ration of Independence at the same
time he was a slave owner. “The
reality is that there is racism in our
schools because our kids don’t know
how to talk about it,” Ms. Oligino
said.

The word “privilege” in the course
title also caused some controversy.
Some parents worried about the pos-
sible political implications. Steve
Christian said that his concern was
that the course material seemed “left-
leaning” and that “white people are
not out to get anyone,” as he believes
the materials imply.

Mr. Christian said his interpreta-
tion of a proposed reading piece,
“White Privilege: Unpacking the
Knapsack” by Peggy McIntosh, in-
dicates that “white people are to
blame.” Many residents questioned
whether he read the essay in its en-
tirety. Claudia Cohen said privilege
is not about blaming white people,
but about “looking at society and
understanding the structure that per-
petuates it.”

Mira Mehta, a Westfield High
School junior whose Girl Scout Gold
Award Project focused on racism,
said, “the consequences of institu-
tional racism is still here.” She also
said the proposed course will give
students a “productive environment”
in which to examine race, instead of
discussing it “angrily on social me-
dia.”

In regards to the course’s use of
the word “privilege,” Mira said, “It’s
important to recognize that privilege
doesn’t mean that you don’t have
problems, simply that the problems
that you have are not amplified by
your race or class.”

Much of the discussion focused
on perspective and looking at his-
tory and society through different
perspectives. “You have no idea what
it’s like to be African-American and
grow up in Westfield,” said lifelong
resident Ahisha Quallis. Board mem-
ber Gretchan Ohlig said, “I hope my
teenager walks away from this class
with the knowledge that his perspec-
tive is not the only one.” Board mem-
ber J. Brendan Galligan said that
while he considers himself more con-
servative, these “complex conversa-
tions” help people understand an-
other person’s perspective “a little
bit more.”

Mr. Carr said, “Education is about
preparing minds to function in our
society.” He continued, “We can
change this society through the pro-
cess of education efforts to imple-
ment curricula to make the students
better citizens where they can truly
serve everyone.”

The board voted 6 to 0 in favor of
this new course, with three absten-
tions. Ms. Oporto, along with board
members Michael Bielen and Brian
Morrissey, abstained. Ms. Oporto
and Mr. Bielen wish to see a more
balanced materials list, while Mr.
Morrissey said he felt there was a
gap between what the source materi-
als addressed and the purpose of
some of the units outlined in the
description and wants more infor-
mation.

Discussion will continue at the next
board meeting on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3, at 7:30 p.m., at Washington
School.


