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WELLNESS CONSORTIUM...The kickoff meeting of the Union County Mayors Wellness Campaign Consortium was held
last Thursday at Garwood Borough Hall. Garwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield, Rahway and Elizabeth were represented
through town delegates, including Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, former Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo and Scotch
Plains Mayor Al Smith. The purpose is to share ideas and increase opportunities for collaborative programs.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RUNNING FOR OUR VETS...Runners take part in Saturday’s Cadence Run, as
part of Fanwood’s Warrior Week activities. The run started at Forest Road Park.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR VETS...Runners take part in Saturday’s Cadence Run,
as part of Fanwood’s Warrior Week activities. The run started at Forest Road
Park.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREYHOUND GATHERING...The 23rd annual Greyhound Friends of New
Jersey (GFNJ) Pet Expo & Craft Fair was held on November 9 and 10 at the
Westfield Armory. Hundreds of pet owners and their pets gathered to shop, dine
and support the rescue efforts of the GFNJ.

Zoning Board Puts
Off Garage Application

Freeholders to Vote to Extend
Scotch Hills Golf Course Pact

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to vote
tonight on resolutions to extend the
term of the county shared-services
agreement for the operation and man-
agement of the Scotch Hills Golf
Course in Scotch Plains as well as the
KemperSports’ operational budget for
expenses incurred at Galloping Hill

Golf Course in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
through the end of 2019.

KemperSports manages Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook, both county-
owned courses, per an agreement with
the county, as well as Scotch Hills
through the agreement the county has
with Scotch Plains that was approved
in April of 2019. Kemper was paid
$3,000 per month for managing the
nine-hole golf course.

The Scotch Hills’ extension in-
cludes an additional expense of

$4,600 to be paid by the county to the
township to cover the management
fee for the municipal-owned golf
course.

Scotch Hills Golf Course General
Manager TJ Wydner of KemperSports
told the board at Thursday’s agenda-
setting meeting that the shared-ser-
vices agreement between the town-
ship and the county is “going very
well.”

“We’ve been able to help them
grow the golf business and really

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment postponed an
application to build a detached ga-
rage until its Thursday, December 5
meeting so that a neighboring prop-
erty owner can more closely exam-
ine the proposal.

Archana Parmar and Chandra
Sarkar are seeking to construct the
multi-car garage so they can store
autos and auto parts that currently
are in storage containers in the drive-
way of their home at 1630 Raritan
Road. An attorney for Ashbrook
Realty, which owns the nursing
home next to the Parmar-Sarkar resi-
dence, asked the board for addi-
tional time so that his client can
more fully review the application
and see if there will be any type of
detrimental impact on the Ashbrook
property.

While Mr. Parmar indicated that
he was ready to proceed with the
hearing at the board’s November 7
meeting, Board Vice-Chairman Rich
Duthie said it would be “more pru-
dent to wait” so that both sides could
present their cases at once.

In other business, two Elizabeth
Avenue homeowners who live
across the street from each other
were each given approval to con-
vert their garages into living space.
Nicole and Michael Manna of 2246
Elizabeth Avenue will turn their one-
car garage into a bedroom. Mrs.
Manna said the garage is too small
for either of the family’s cars and
that it is used instead for storage.
Robert and Emily Fissel of 2238
Elizabeth Avenue will convert their
garage into a master bedroom and
bathroom. The board’s vote to ap-
prove the application were 6 to 1,
with Mr. Duthie voting no because,
as he said during the Manna hear-

ing, he was “not a fan” of convert-
ing garages into living space.

The board also approved an ap-
plication by Morks Soorial to build
an addition to a two-family house at
1970 Grand Street. In June, the
board rejected a similar application
from Mr. Soorial because of con-
cerns about the size of the proposed
addition. The new application called
for a smaller addition and fewer
bedrooms. Planner James Watson
noted that there are six two-family
houses within 200 feet of the Soorial
property and two on the same block.

After a brief discussion about
whether the property was legally a
two-family dwelling, the board
unanimously approved the applica-
tion, with board member John Lama
noting that at the earlier hearing,
“we were all pretty annoyed” at the
size of the addition. He said Mr.
Soorial had “brought it down sig-
nificantly.”

The board also granted a tempo-
rary variance to Lydia Sanchez to
utilize a single-family dwelling at
1924 Bartle Avenue as space for her
realty office until a permanent of-
fice building is constructed on the
adjacent property that she owns.
Board Chairman Ken Anderson in-
quired whether the board has the
authority to grant such variances.

Board Attorney Vince Loughlin
said that while “they’re always dis-
couraged,” the Sanchez application
was a “unique situation” in that Mrs.
Sanchez, a long-time business-
woman in town, needed a place for
her business while her new building
was being constructed.

Her attorney, Richard Cohen,
called it “kind of a lifeboat” for
Mrs. Sanchez’s business until the
new structure, to be located next to
the rescue squad headquarters, is
built.
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Community -- Top Associates from
Weichert, Realtors’ Westfield Office
Recognized for Sales Accomplish-
ments in October.

Education — McKinley Third
Graders Take Walking Tour of
Westfield; UCC Eligible to Com-
pete For $1 Mil. Aspen Prize;
Board of Education Honors the
SPFHS 2019-20 Girls Tennis

Team; Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Schools Honor Tenured Staff and
Celebrates National Principals
Month.

Sports -- Lady Raiders Wobble
BrH2O For Section Soccer Crown,
2-0; Blue Devils Use Magic to
Stun Panthers in Grid Section, 27-
23; Raider Boys Edge Blue Devils
in N.J. Section Soccer Semi, 1-0.
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Council OKs Snuffy’s Plan,
Rejects Rt. 22 Zone Change

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved a
redevelopment plan for the Snuffy’s
Pantagis property that calls for a
new supermarket, a park-and-ride
lot for commuters and a smaller re-
tail building.

It is expected that the Germany-
based Lidl supermarket chain will
build a 29,000-sq.-foot store—
Scotch Plains’ first grocery store in
decades—on the 5.5-acre Snuffy’s
site and create about 100 jobs. What
township officials have described as
a vital part of the project will be a 51-
space park-and-ride lot for bus com-
muters riding into New York. A

7,600-square-foot that could house
certain retail businesses will be part
of the development as well.

The planning board will still need
to sign off on a final site plan. And
Township Planner Michael Mistretta
pointed out, in response to a
resident’s concern about increased
congestion on Park and Mountain
Avenues, that the developer will have
to conduct a traffic study before the
planning board considers the site
plan.

Mr. Mistretta briefed the council
at its meeting on Tuesday on the plan
and showed a conceptual sketch de-
picting the Lidl store situated in the
southwestern corner of the property
at the corner of Mountain Avenue

and Pinehurst Avenue. The smaller
retail-type building will be located
closer to Route 22 and could house
up to three tenants. The park-and-
ride lot will be located where the
existing Snuffy’s building is located
at the corner of Mountain and Park
Avenue. It’s envisioned that buses
during the morning commute will
exit Route 22 eastbound onto
Pinehurst Avenue, turn left onto
Mountain Avenue and pick up pas-
sengers at the park-and-ride before
proceeding down Mountain Avenue
and back onto the highway.

Redevelopment Coordinator Tho-
mas Strowe called the park-and-ride
lot an “integral part” of the overall
downtown redevelopment plan while
Mayor Alexander Smith said it was
“key” to the success of downtown
redevelopment. It’s envisioned that
a grocery store and commuter bus
stop will give people who live in the
apartments slated to be built in the
downtown the opportunity to take
the bus to and from New York City
and then, when they return home in
the evening, stop at Lidl for provi-
sions before walking the two or three
blocks home. Having the commuter
lot is also expected to help have the
township be designated by state au-
thorities as a transit village, which
could open up opportunities for po-
tential grant money for sidewalks
and streetscape improvements.

In other business, the council, af-
ter hearing from neighborhood resi-
dents, rejected an ordinance chang-
ing the zone designation for a piece
of property on Route 22 that nearby
homeowners worried would result
in an major expansion of a gas sta-
tion located on the property.

The property, located at 2650
Route 22, is officially in a residential
zone, but Mr. Mistretta, briefing the
council on the ordinance, said it “sim-

Cranford OKs Housing
Agreement of 440 Units

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee on Tuesday night approved its
fair share housing plan between the
township and the Fair Share Housing
Center (FSHC), an agreement which
stipulates that Cranford’s affordable
housing obligation is 440 affordable
units with a realistic development
potential (RDP) of 131 units, plus an
additional 20 units.

The additional 20 units represents
the reduction in 20 units at the
Birchwood Avenue redevelopment,
currently under construction. The
township bought and sold the land in
order to reduce the density of housing
development there, and the courts
said the township had to make up that
loss of 20 affordable units elsewhere
in the municipality.

Township Attorney Ryan J. Cooper
explained at Tuesday’s township com-
mittee meeting that the settlement
agreement comes after a year of liti-
gation and negotiations with the
FSHC.

Initially, in December 2018, the
FSHC projected Cranford’s fair share
housing unmet need as 381 to 1,227

affordable units, stated Mr. Cooper.
In 2018, Cranford’s RDP was deter-
mined to be 85 units.

“Fair Share” is an effectual legal
term that defines how much afford-
able housing a township must zone
for and was established in the Mount
Laurel New Jersey Supreme Court
ruling in 1975.

A fair share number is the actual
number of units the township should
zone within the township’s master
plan, stated Mr. Cooper. He said if a
township remains compliant with their
fair share number the township will
remain in control over where the fair
share housing units can be con-
structed. If a township is not compli-
ant, a builder will have more control
over what is built “as they see fit” per
a builder’s remedy lawsuit, he said.

The non-profit FSHC is respon-
sible for overseeing the township’s
compliance with fair share housing
numbers. Cranford’s fair share num-
ber can be calculated by discerning
the township’s “realistic development
potential (RDP)” and the “unmet
need.” The unmet need is the portion
of the town which cannot be devel-


