
Page 8 Thursday, November 14, 2019 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

College Men’s Club of 

Westfield is excited to 

be offering additional 

scholarships for the 

young men and women of 

Westfield High School 

for SAT/ACT prep 

courses this year. 

Application deadline is December 10th, 

2019. All applicants will be notified by 

email around December 20th and 

recipients will be asked to attend a 

meeting with their parents soon after. 

Classes begin in January/February for 

March/April testing. Course training 

will be provided by College Wise/Ivy 

Educational Services. To submit an 

application visit: 

www.cmcwestfield.org

If you have any further questions 

please contact us at: 

info.cmcwestfield@gmail.com

WELLNESS CONSORTIUM...The kickoff meeting of the Union County Mayors
Wellness Campaign Consortium was held on last Thursday at Garwood Borough
Hall. Garwood, Scotch Plains, Westfield, Rahway and Elizabeth were represented
through town delegates, including Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, former Garwood
Mayor Charles Lombardo, and Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith. The purpose is to
share ideas and increase opportunities for collaborative programs.

Jennifer Glackin for The Westfield Leader
THANK YOU CRANFORD VETS...Cranford Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., pictured far right, and Board President Kurt Petschow, second
from right, pose with honored veterans Jim D'Arcy, Leroy Blowe and Jay Boxwell
at the Cranford Board of Education meeeting held on Veterans Day. Also pictured
is Erin Blake, a Cranford High School student who sang the national anthem.

Freeholders to Vote to
Extend Scotch Hills Pact

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is expected to vote
tonight on resolutions to extend the
term of the county shared-services
agreement for the operation and man-
agement of the Scotch Hills Golf
Course in Scotch Plains as well as the
KemperSports’ operational budget for
expenses incurred at Galloping Hill
Golf Course in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook Golf Course in Scotch Plains
through the end of 2019.

KemperSports manages Galloping
Hill and Ash Brook, both county-
owned courses, per an agreement with
the county, as well as Scotch Hills
through the agreement the county has
with Scotch Plains that was approved
in April of 2019. Kemper was paid
$3,000 per month for managing the
nine-hole golf course.

The Scotch Hills’ extension in-
cludes an additional expense of
$4,600 to be paid by the county to the
township to cover the management
fee for the municipal-owned golf
course.

Scotch Hills Golf Course General
Manager TJ Wydner of KemperSports
told the board at Thursday’s agenda-
setting meeting that the shared-ser-
vices agreement between the town-
ship and the county is “going very
well.”

“We’ve been able to help them
grow the golf business and really
manage the cost of their facilities.
Overall, it’s been very positive,” Mr.
Wydner said.

He said the cost to the county is
“net zero,” noting that Scotch Plains
gets any revenue overages back while
the township pays the county back on
any money that was spent in excess of
revenues per the shared-services
agreement.

In other business, Director of Engi-
neering, Public Works and Facilities
Management Joseph Graziano said
there are four to five roads that still
have to be paved per the county’s
2019 paving program.

“We might have to push anything
left to the spring of 2020. Any of the
concrete work that’s out there now —
(although) the handicap ramps and
the sidewalks, whatever has to be
done, are going to be finished (in
2019),” he said.

Locally, he noted that the county’s
contractor might be able to complete
paving on Deer Path in Mountainside
during the day.

He said as temperatures dip into
the 30s it becomes too cold in the
evening when the bulk of the work is
done to pave roadways. Mr. Graziano
said 24 miles of roadway was sched-
uled to be paved in 2019, an increase
of five miles over last year.

Freeholder Chris Hudak called the
annual street paving project “a valu-
able county service” as motorists get
to travel on smooth road surfaces.

The board considered a resolution
sought by Sheriff Peter Corvelli to
purchase two K-9 dogs at a cost of
$14,900 from Connecticut Canine
Services of Bethany, Conn. The sher-
iff said the office currently has 12
dogs, but he explained that the
sheriff’s office cannot cross-train K-
9 dogs when their officer gets pro-
moted.

“So we are going to need two new
dogs for another officer,” the Sheriff
explained, noting the new dogs will
replace two existing dogs.

In other business, the board will
acknowledge tonight through a reso-
lution the retirement of Maureen Tinen
of Westfield after 32 years as execu-
tive director of the Union County
Economic Development Corporation.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES...Construction is moving along on the Vermella
at Garwood development on South Avenue in Garwood.

center. The organic waste is to be
used for biofuel at the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority.

PSE&G is to provide the town with
an update on the new high-wattage
electrical line that the utility proposed,
with much opposition from residents.
Councilman Contract said the town
received an email from PSE&G relay-
ing that the utility wants to set up a
meeting to be scheduled in a week or so
to discuss an update. “We have been
very firm; we don’t want these lines on
our streets, we want them on the Conrail
tracks,” Mr. Contract said.

Mayor Brindle said, “We are pre-
pared for plan B if we hear otherwise.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Brindle said that earlier in the day she
attended a meeting with NJ Transit
where NJ Transit said peak-time morn-
ing train service on the Raritan Valley
Line will see an additional three in-
bound, same-platform transfers in
Newark.

Regarding the allegations of over-
time fraud in the Department of Public
Works, Mayor Brindle said the matter
was being investigated earlier this year
by an independent law firm which
found no evidence of fraud. Then, the
investigation was performed by the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office and
is now closed. After a full review, the
Prosecutor’s Office “found no evi-
dence to warrant any criminal charges
or further pursuit of this matter...the
town considers this issue fully investi-
gated and closed.”

There were two presentations given
to the town, one regarding bike and
pedestrian pathways and another ad-
dressing the survey of road repairs
throughout the town.

John Federico, supervising trans-
portation planner for WSP USA, pro-
vided a summary presentation of “Bike
Walk Westfield Bicycle and Pedes-
trian Plan.” The report will be posted
on the town’s website.

The survey he conducted was funded
through the NJDOT. Mr. Federico
evaluated existing bicycle and pedes-
trian networks, and developed plan-
ning level recommendations.

The company had a community sur-
vey which received 447 responses this
past summer, and held community
meetings July 8 and September 19.

Mr. Federico said the important cor-
ridor is Central Avenue, where he rec-
ommended creation of additional

crossings, a gateway treatment to calm
traffic, a median island, crosswalk strip-
ing or beacons.

South and Central Avenues gener-
ated the highest feedback from people
as a problem area, Mr. Federico said.
Recommendations for that intersec-
tion included to construct curb exten-
sions, adjust traffic signal phasing,
revise the right-turn lane on South
Avenue, and restrict the westbound
right turn on red.

Broad Street and Central Avenue,
Summit Avenue, Lawrence Avenue,
Prospect Street and Scotch Plains Av-
enue were roads identified as being
ideal for the addition of bicycle lanes.

Mr. Federico recommended turning
two lanes each way on North Avenue
to one lane each way on North Avenue,
which could either add street parking,
or use the space for a bike lane in each
direction.

In the next presentation, Danny
White, with Client Services, of IMS
Infrastructure Management Services,
a company hired by the town to con-
duct a town-wide road-condition as-
sessment, provided a review of its
service. The results of his assessment
are to be shared with the community
on the town website. The “Pavement
Management/Assessment program”
presentation Mr. White provided did
not tell of specific roads that were
identified for repair or reconstruction.

He noted that there are two million
square yards of pavement throughout
the town which equates to $100 mil-
lion worth of asphalt. In his tally, the
entire town has a Paving Condition
Index (PCI) of 66, “which puts you at
a B range,” Mr. White said. Of the total
roads, 7 percent need full or partial
reconstruction, he said. “The town
would need to budget $1.2 to $2.1
million to maintain its current
state...$1.8 million would bump up to
a 70 PCI and a backlog of 12 percent
over the next five years,” he said.

He recommended to control the
backlog, which would cost $3.5 mil-
lion annually. He also recommended
roads be maintained in five to 10 years
after being reconstructed with options
such as micro-surfacing, slurry seals
and overlays, all of which will extend
the life of the road, he said. Currently,
the town mills and paves roads, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said, so these
other alternatives could be a consider-
ation to the town council.
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going to let that influence my deci-
sion making,” said Mayor Giblin.

In other business, PSE&G repre-
sentatives will be meeting with
Mayor Giblin and several other com-
mittee members to discuss whether
the new high voltage power lines can
be installed along the Conrail line
versus Walnut Avenue.

“Honestly, I’m expecting negative
news. We will see though,” said
Mayor Giblin.

The mayor said PSE&G cancelled
two previous meetings with the town-
ship committee prior to next week’s
upcoming meeting, stated Mayor
Giblin.

Cranford BOE Honors
Veterans At Meeting

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation honored veterans at its meet-
ing on Monday, unanimously passing
a resolution to recognize all those
who have served in the United States
armed forces. Three veterans from
the Cranford VFW, Jim D’Arcy, Leroy
Blowe and Jay Boxwell, received
certificates in thanks for their service.

“Our community owes a debt of
gratitude to all veterans for their dedi-
cated service and sacrifices,” read
Board Vice-President Lisa Carbone.
According to the resolution, the
United States Senate designated the
week of November 10 to 16, 2019 as
Veterans Education Awareness Week.
Ms. Carbone continued, “The mem-
bers of the board of education are
committed to reminding our youth
that the contributions and sacrifices
of the men and women who are serv-
ing and have served of the Armed
Forces have been vital to maintain
our freedom.”

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., said, “something very
special about the Cranford commu-
nity is its overwhelming desire to

serve and help one another.” He con-
tinued, “that spirit is certainly alive in
the schools and that spirit of service
and sense of obligation to serve one’s
community is present at an even
greater level with our veterans.”

Mr. Boxwell, commander of the
Cranford VFW post, offered his
thanks to the board for continuing to
support “the work that we did prior to
coming home and the continuing work
we do in the Cranford community.”

For 15 years, students from Paul
Maloney’s social studies class at Hill-
side Avenue School (HAS) have writ-
ten patriotic poems “that reflected
their family’s contribution” and read
them at the post’s Veterans Day cer-
emony. In addition to this tradition,
many students from HAS and Orange
Avenue School (OAS) have entered
the annual “Patriot’s Pen” essay-writ-
ing competition sponsored by the
VFW. Students from Cranford High
School (CHS) also have showed their
support by entering the “Voice of
Democracy” verbal essay competi-
tion, according to Mr. Boxwell.

Mr. Boxwell requested that the
board consider a future resolution
accepting booklets about the Cran-
ford 86. Compiled by Don Sweeney,
the booklets tell stories of the 86
Cranford residents who died in ser-
vice to their country. “If we could
have that book available to the middle-
school and high-school history teach-
ers, as well as have a copy available to
each of those libraries,” Mr. Boxwell
said, so that students and teachers
could use the weeks leading up to
Veterans Day and Memorial Day as a
time to “reflect and do a little re-
search” about Cranford residents who
sacrificed their lives. Mr. Rubin said
the board would discuss the possibil-
ity.

Student liaisons from HAS, OAS
and CHS updated the board on the
happenings at their respective schools,
including their Veterans Day activi-
ties. CHS’ annual Senior Pasta Night
is this evening, Thursday, November
14. More information is available on
CHS’ website.

Later in the meeting, board member
William Hulse discussed teaming up
with the township to host a red-carpet
event at the newly re-opened Cranford
movie theater. The movie, Shooting
Heroin, stars a local actor and follows
the trials of a small town dealing with
the fallout of an opioid epidemic. “Al-
though the title is shocking,” said Mr.
Hulse, the topic is timely.

The screening will be tonight, No-
vember 14. Tickets are $15 and all the
proceeds from this event will be do-
nated to Prevention Links. To buy
tickets, go to https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/shooting-
heroin-cranford-theatre-premiere-
tickets-76516686469.

This past year, Cranford police have
made 20 narcotic saves, according to
Mr. Hulse. Following the screening, a
panel consisting of members of the
board of education and the police
department, along with experts on
opioid abuse, will discuss the current
issues and answer questions.

Board President Kurt Petschow, Jr.
thanked Mr. Hulse for being a part of
it and said, “we do think we are insu-
lated from it, but we are not.”

The next meeting of the Cranford
Board of Education will be on Mon-
day, November 25, at 7:30 p.m., in
the board room at Lincoln School.
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still here.” She also said the proposed
course will give students a “productive
environment” in which to examine race,
instead of discussing it “angrily on so-
cial media.”

In regards to the course’s use of the
word “privilege,” Mira said, “It’s impor-
tant to recognize that privilege doesn’t
mean that you don’t have problems,
simply that the problems that you have
are not amplified by your race or class.”

Much of the discussion focused on
perspective and looking at history and
society through different perspectives.
“You have no idea what it’s like to be
African-American and grow up in
Westfield,” said lifelong resident Ahisha
Quallis. Board member Gretchan Ohlig
said, “I hope my teenager walks away
from this class with the knowledge that
his perspective is not the only one.”
Board member J. Brendan Galligan
said that while he considers himself
more conservative, these “complex

conversations” help people understand
another person’s perspective “a little
bit more.”

Mr. Carr said, “Education is about
preparing minds to function in our soci-
ety.” He continued, “We can change
this society through the process of edu-
cation efforts to implement curricula to
make the students better citizens where
they can truly serve everyone.”

The board voted 6 to 0 in favor of this
new course, with three abstentions. Ms.
Oporto, along with board members
Michael Bielen and Brian Morrissey,
abstained. Ms. Oporto and Mr. Bielen
wish to see a more balanced materials
list, while Mr. Morrissey said he felt
there was a gap between what the source
materials addressed and the purpose of
some of the units outlined in the de-
scription and wants more information.

Discussion will continue at the next
board meeting on Tuesday, December
3, at 7:30 p.m., at Washington School.

share housing units can be con-
structed. If a township is not compli-
ant, a builder will have more control
over what is built “as they see fit” per
a builder’s remedy lawsuit, he said.

The non-profit FSHC is respon-
sible for overseeing the township’s
compliance with fair share housing
numbers. Cranford’s fair share num-
ber can be calculated by discerning
the township’s “realistic development
potential (RDP)” and the “unmet
need.” The unmet need is the portion
of the town which cannot be devel-
oped because of lack of vacant land,
Mr. Cooper explained.

The township also held a detailed
presentation Monday evening which
allowed the township committee to
receive feedback from residents be-
fore Tuesday’s vote.

Proposed affordable-housing cen-
tric redevelopment projects during
December 2018 included the Myrtle
Street Special Needs Housing devel-
opment, the Myrtle Street Mixed Use
project, the E.F. Britten & Co. site at
24 South Avenue West and the North
Avenue Redevelopment area, stated
Mr. Cooper.

The updated fair share housing
negotiation agreement does not in-
clude the Myrtle Street Mixed-Use
project, and adds new projects in-
cluding the Chestnut Street or the
Former Wells Fargo Drive-Thru and
750 Walnut Avenue, stated Mr. Coo-
per. At 750 Walnut Avenue, there was
proposed space for a PSE&G substa-
tion with the remaining land to pro-
vide for a mix of townhomes, includ-
ing 196 age-restricted townhomes,

and 45 affordable non-age restricted,
totaling 245 townhomes in all. Hartz
Mountain Industries, who owns the
land at 750 Walnut Avenue, would
have a say at the fairness hearing.

Mr. Cooper stated that the settle-
ment agreement includes the highest
redevelopment density in the down-
town core district, the second highest
density redevelopments existing in
the downtown business district, and
the lowest density would be on down-
town transition districts.

“This settlement does not have ev-
erything the township wants. Unfor-
tunately, that’s not in the nature of a
settlement,” Mr. Cooper said.

The proposed settlement agreement
would give the township immunity
and repose until 2025.


