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– Obituaries –
Mildred (Millie) Van Leuven, 91,

Artist, Collector, Calligrapher

Mildred Van Leuven

Mildred (Millie) Van Leuven, 91,
said her final goodbye to her loving
family on Monday, October 14,
2019, at Pennswood Village in
Newtown, Pa., where
she lived since 2013.

Born in 1928 in
Roselle, N.J., Millie was
the youngest of Reuben
and Edna Mae (Fromm)
Pyner’s four children.
She graduated from
Roselle High School
and devoted much of her
adult life to the study of
calligraphy and antique
furniture, clocks, dolls
and toys.

In addition to being a self-em-
ployed artist and calligrapher, Millie
led a very active life. She was elected
into the Society of Scribes, coordi-
nated the Fresh Air Fund program
in Westfield, N.J., taught calligra-
phy, served as a Girl Scout Troop
Leader, and was an active member
of the Congregational Church in
Westfield, N.J. and Laconia, N.H.
She loved to swim at her beloved
Wicwas Lake in New Hampshire,
where she and her family vacationed
for over 60 years. She had been an

active member of the senior pro-
grams at the Laconia, N.H. Com-
munity Center. She was an avid ten-
nis and bridge player and enjoyed

hiking, canoeing, camp-
ing and skiing. Millie
also loved spending time
with her family and es-
pecially with grandchil-
dren and great-grand-
children.

She was predeceased
by her husband, Norman
Van Leuven, and her
three siblings, Reuben Jr.
and Robert Pyner and
Marion Heller. She is
survived by her two chil-

dren, Eric Van Leuven, MD (Teri
Bordenave) of Lancaster, N.H. and
Lauren Bird (Michael) of
Lambertville, N.J.; seven grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren.

At Millie’s request, there will be
no public service; the family will
have a private celebration of her life
in the spring. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to The Fresh Air
Fund at https://freshair.org/donate or
by mail at 633 Third Avenue, 14th
Floor, New York, N.Y. 10017.
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WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN DIVORCING

FREE DIVORCE EDUCATION CLASS

For most people, divorce is much more than a major
legal process. It's also a challenging time of transition
that can negatively impact virtually every area of life:
emotional, psychological, domestic, parental, financial,
physical health, social, vocational, and more.

This special Divorce Education Class will provide helpful
tips to assist you through this transformation process.
It will help empower you to build the satisfying new
post-divorce life you desire and deserve.

830 Morris Turnpike, Suite 302

Short Hills, NJ 07078

Wednesday, November 20th, 6pm to 7:30pm

Light refreshments will be served

Speakers: Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq., April Katz Israeli, Esq.,

and Laurie J. Madziar, Esq

Space is limited, call 908-810-1083

and ask for Judith to reserve your spot today!

Williams Law Group, LLC

Library Invites Kids
For LEGO Club

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library will offer LEGO
Club next Thursday, November 14,
at 3 p.m., for ages 4 to 12. Partici-
pants may build whatever comes to
mind. Some creations will be dis-
played in the library showcase. Reg-
istration is required by phone or in
person and will open the Monday
after the last Lego Club session for
the month.

Participation is limited to 15 chil-
dren. Youngsters are asked to at-
tend only one session per month.
The Garwood Public Library is lo-
cated at 411 Third Avenue. For more
information, call the library at (908)
789-1670. Information on library
programs also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.

Monday Book Club
To Meet at Library

GARWOOD — The Monday Af-
ternoon Book Club at the Garwood
Public Library will meet on Novem-
ber 18, at 1 p.m., to discuss “The
Forgetting Tree” by Tatjana Soli. No
registration is required. The
Garwood Public Library is located
at 411 Third Avenue. For informa-
tion on all library programs, go to
youseemore.com/garwood.

Genealogical Soc. to Focus
On Eastern Europeans

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields invites
the public to join Michelle Tucker
Chubenko at its meeting next Thurs-
day, November 14. She will speak
about “Discovering Your Eastern
European Immigrant Origins.” The
meeting will be held at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Attendees will learn what records
are available to assist them in deter-
mining their immigrant ancestor’s
hometown and their emigration to the
United States. This lecture will focus
on mid-19th century through 20th-
century immigration from the former
Austro-Hungarian Empire and Impe-
rial Russia, which encompasses the
landscape of today’s Central and East-
ern Europe. The presentation will dem-
onstrate research techniques using
Hungarian, Lithuanian, Polish and
Ukrainian immigrants.

Ms. Chubenko is a research team
lead and professional genealogist

with Legacy Tree Genealogists,
based in Salt Lake City, Utah. With
30 years experience researching her
paternal ancestral roots in colonial
America and her maternal Eastern
European ancestry (Ukrainian and
Hungarian), she specializes in New
Jersey and Eastern European re-
search. She is active in local history
organizations. Ms. Chubenko was a
researcher on TLC’s “Who Do You
Think You Are?” (Season One) and
appeared in the Brooke Shields epi-
sode, which aired in April 2010.

She is a founding member and
former president of the New Jersey
Association of Professional Gene-
alogists Chapter and has served as
the chapter representative for the
New York-Metro APG Chapter and
trustee for the Genealogical Society
of New Jersey. Currently, she serves
as the co-coordinator for the Ukrai-
nian History and Education Center’s
Family History Group Nashi Predky/
Our Ancestors.

Township Library to Offer
Craft, Art, Literature

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library wel-
comes the community to several
programs being presented at the
library during November.

Crafting novices and experts are
invited to make artist trading cards,
miniature works of art created on
standard-sized cards that are ex-
changed by artists all over the world,
on Friday, November 8, at 3 p.m.
With Creativebug as the guide, par-
ticipants will use stamping and
collaging techniques with library
materials to create artist trading
cards to keep or swap. Registration
is required. This program is open to
teens and adults. For more informa-
tion or to register, go to scotlib.org,
email library@scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or stop by the Reference Desk.

On Thursday, November 14, at 7
p.m., Mallory Mortillaro, curator
of collections for the Hartley
Dodge Foundation, will visit the
library to share the unlikely story
of how she discovered in New Jer-
sey a marble bust of Napoleon,
carved by Auguste Rodin, and con-
sidered lost since the 1930s. While
cataloging the Foundation’s art
collection, she noticed a carving
on the back of the bust, which had
been on public display in the Madi-
son borough hall for 85 years. That
carving turned out to be Rodin’s
signature, and the long journey to-
ward authentication began, with
much skepticism along the way.
Registration is recommended for
this program; visit scotlib.org for
more information.

Paint Night will return on Thurs-
day, November 21, at 6:30 p.m.
Back by popular demand, Leah
Zara-Acevedo of Let’s Monet will
guide participants as they put their
own spin on a famous autumnal
painting. Registration is required
and limited to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood adult cardholders. Space
is limited. For more information or
to register, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or
stop by the Reference Desk.

The library’s Evening Book Club
will meet on Monday, November
18, at 7 p.m., to discuss “The Pil-
lars of the Earth” by Ken Follett,
while the Afternoon Book Club will
meet on Tuesday, November 19, at
1 p.m., to discuss “Behold the
Dreamers” by Imbolo Mbue. No
registration is required for these
discussions and new members are
always welcome.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Wednesday Morning Club
Lists November Offerings

CRANFORD — The month of
November will offer multiple ac-
tivities for members of the Wednes-
day Morning Club.

The club’s Public Affairs De-
partment will host Assembly Re-
publican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) on
Tuesday, November 12, at 1 p.m.
Mr. Bramnick, a trial attorney as
well as an elected official, will dis-
cuss issues of importance to the
local community and its future. The
meeting will be held in the audio-
visual room at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue. All are welcome.

On Tuesday, November 19, at 10
a.m., the Arts and Crafts Depart-
ment will offer a jewelry-making
class led by Sandy Held. Ms. Held
will help each participant craft her
own pair of holiday earrings. There
will be many seasonal motifs avail-
able, as well as colorful semi-pre-
cious stones and pierced and non-

pierced styles. To reserve a space,
call Ms. Held. The class will meet at
the Cranford Community Center.

The Literature Department will
meet at the home of Barbara Jackson
on Monday, November 25, at 1 p.m.,
to discuss the book “Where the
Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens.
This bestselling novel was described
in The New York Times Book Review
as “Painfully beautiful...At once a
murder mystery, a coming of age
narrative, and a celebration of na-
ture.” Those planning to attend are
invited to call Barbara Jackson.

Members are reminded that non-
perishable food items are being col-
lected at club meetings. These items
will be donated to the food bank.

For more information about the
Wednesday Morning Club, contact
Co-Vice Presidents Carol Moran
at (908) 233-5635 or by email at
caromm@comcast.net, or Sandi
Jacobs at (908) 317-5256 or by
email at sandij301@gmail.com.

Garwood Lions to Present
Benefit Pancake Breakfast

GARWOOD — The Garwood Li-
ons Club has announced that its an-
nual Pancake Breakfast fundraiser
will take place on Sunday, Novem-
ber 24, from 8 a.m. to noon. It will be
held at The Westwood, located at
438 North Avenue, Garwood, which
provides the banquet room at no
charge to the Lions Club.

Tickets will be available at the
door for $7 each; children under
age 6 may attend for free. The buf-
fet-style breakfast will include pan-
cakes, sausage, bacon, coffee, tea
and juice.

The Pancake Breakfast is a major
fundraiser for the Garwood Lions
Club. Local businesses are welcomed
the opportunity to support the orga-
nization by taking out a business
card-size ad on the placemat for $30.
If interested in purchasing ad space
and/or purchasing tickets in advance
at a reduced rate of $6 each, contact
Lions Club President Sara Todisco
at saramtodisco@gmail.com or (908)
377-7890.

The main mission of this interna-
tional organization is to help the

blind. In addition to hosting commu-
nity events, the Garwood Lions Club
provides scholarships to selected
Garwood students graduating either
eighth grade or high school. Inter-
ested persons are invited to follow
the club on Facebook at “Garwood
Lions Club” for updates.

Greyhound Friends
Slate Pet-Craft Expo.
WESTFIELD — Greyhound

Friends of New Jersey will hold its
annual Pet & Craft Expo this Saturday
and Sunday, November 9 and 10. It
will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
each day at the Westfield Armory, lo-
cated at 500 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield. Admission is $6. Children
age 12 and under may attend for free.
Leashed pets are welcome.

Mountainside Library Posts
Further November Events

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Moun-
tainside Public Library has an-
nounced additional activities tak-
ing place at the library during No-
vember. Visitors are reminded that
the library will be closed on Thurs-
day and Friday, November 28 and
29, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

“From Dino to Doo Wop: The
Musical History of the 1950s” is set
for this Saturday, November 9, at 2
p.m. Singer and presenter Joe
Gilligan, or “Joey G,” has opened
for many top acts of the ’50s, in-
cluding Bobby Rydell, The Drifters
and The Earls. Attendees are in-
vited to reminisce and listen to the
music, the entertainers and the sto-
ries from the era music historians

call the decade of music that
changed the world.

Brown Bag Academy will be of-
fered on Mondays, November 11,
18 and 25 only, at 1:15 p.m. The
most recent Great Courses series,
“The American West: History, Myth,
and Legacy,” ended on October 28.
The attendees then selected a new
series for November. To learn the
title of the new series, call or visit
the library.

“Come Read to Kalee” will be
featured on Friday, November 15, at
3:45 p.m. Kalee is a certified therapy
dog and lives in Mountainside. This
program is for beginning readers or
older readers. Participants are asked
to bring two of their favorite books
and come cuddle up and read to
Kalee for five to 10 minutes. To
reserve a spot, call the library.

Aging Services Kiosk will be
available on Friday, November 22,
from 10 a.m. to noon. The Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices Division on Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Connection will
have a staff member at the library to
answer questions about Pharmaceu-
tical Assistance, Home Energy As-
sistance/USF Cooling Assistance,
Home Care, Home Delivered or
Congregate Meals, and Medicaid
Caregiver Relief Transportation.

To register for programs requir-
ing it, stop into the library or call
the library at (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
18th-Cent. Funeral Customs
WESTFIELD — Throughout his-

tory, people have surrounded death
with custom and ritual. Eighteenth-
century Americans were reconciled to
death at an early age, as epidemics,
disease, accidents, childbirth and other
causes of mortality took their endless
toll. Then, as now, burial and funeral
rituals were important not only to honor
the dead, but also to comfort the living.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will take a look at the many and varied
funeral customs of early America with
a program this Sunday, November 10,
from 2 to 4 p.m. “Final Respects —
18th Century Funeral Customs” will
include a presentation as well as a
display of artifacts. Visitors also may
view demonstrations of 18th-century
open-hearth cooking featuring authen-

tic early American techniques and reci-
pes and receive a tour of the fully-
furnished circa 1740 farmhouse. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield. Admission is $5
for ages 13 and older; $3 for ages 3 to
12, and free for those age 2 and under.

Upcoming Sunday events include
“18th Century Thanksgiving Din-
ner Demonstration and Table Cus-
toms” on November 24 and “Gin-
gerbread Sunday” on December 8.
Reservations are required for “Gin-
gerbread Sunday” and are being
accepted through Wednesday, De-
cember 4. For more information,
call (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
Details also are posted at
millercoryhouse.com.

Thomas P. Barth, 93, Navy Veteran;
Founding Member of IHM Church

Thomas Peter Barth, 93, passed
away peacefully on Sunday, No-
vember 3, 2019, at Overlook Medi-
cal Center in Summit. Thomas grew
up in Forest Hills, Queens, N.Y.,
and had been a resident of Scotch
Plains since 1962.

Mr. Barth was a Navy veteran of
World War II and Korea. He re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree from
Hofstra University and worked as
an advertising salesman for many
years with Hayden Publishing Com-
pany in Hasbrouck Heights before
retiring. He was a founding member
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Scotch Plains, where he
served as a Eucharistic Minister.
He was also on the Board of Adjust-
ment in Scotch Plains, where he
served as a member for many years
and was a former chairperson.

Mr. Barth is survived by his
daughter, Ann Barth, and sons, Rob-
ert Barth and his wife, Patrice, and

Thomas Barth and his wife, Leah.
He is also survived by four grand-
children, Alyssa, Michael, Lauren
and James, and by his caregiver and
dear friend, Carol Williams. He was
predeceased by his beloved wife of
59 years, Ethel, who died in 2017.

The funeral will be from Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue, Fanwood, today, Thursday, No-
vember 7, at 9 a.m., followed by a 10
a.m. Mass of Christian Burial at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Private interment will follow at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia. Visi-
tation was held at the funeral home
yesterday. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church, 1571 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
For additional information or to sign
the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Parenting Seminar
On Tap Nov. 17

WESTFIELD — Parents of chil-
dren and youth are invited to a
parenting seminar on managing stress,
anxiety, social media and misbehav-
ior on Sunday, November 17, from
12:30 to 2 p.m., at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield.

Michele Cole, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker and psychotherapist,
will lead the presentation and a ques-
tion-and-answer session. Childcare
will be provided. The church is lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street. Participants
are asked to pre-register by Wednes-
day, November 13, by email to
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net or
calling (908) 233-2278.

WAYVE Teens to Conduct
Tech Event For Seniors

WESTFIELD — A free “Tech-
nology Workshop for Older Adults”
will be offered by teen volunteers
from WAYVE, Westfield Area
Youth Volunteer Experience, in
partnership with Lifelong Westfield
and the Westfield Recreation De-
partment. It will take place on
Wednesday, November 13, from 4
to 5 p.m., in the Recreation De-
partment Conference Room, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

The WAYVE Program is made
possible through a grant from The
Westfield Foundation and is coor-
dinated by Jewish Family Service
of Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ), a
non-profit, non-sectarian health
and social service agency serving
all residents of Union County.

Lifelong Westfield is an initia-
tive of the Mayor’s Senior Advi-
sory Council to attract and retain
senior citizens. The Senior Advi-
sory Council is a volunteer group
that includes representatives of the
Westfield Town Council, Westfield
Recreation Department, Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing, Westfield

United Fund, a geriatrician and
other interested residents.

Those interested in attending the
workshop are asked to RSVP to Jill
Dispenza at (908) 666-7033 or
jdispenza@jfscentralnj.org.
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Marilyn Tammaro, 62, Loving Wife,
Mother, Devoted Grandmother

Mrs. Marilyn Tammaro, 62,
passed away suddenly on Monday,
November 4, 2019.

Born in Elizabeth,
N.J. to John and Eloise
(Van Deventer) Wall,
Marilyn was a lifelong
resident of Westfield.
She was a crossing
guard in Westfield for
15 years.

During her retire-
ment, Marilyn enjoyed
spending time with her
grandchildren and help-
ing neighbors in the
community, often going
above and beyond ex-
pectations.

Mrs. Tammaro is survived by her
loving husband of 43 years, Aldo
Tammaro; by their sons, Aldo Jr. and
his wife, Lauren, Dan, and Michael
and his wife, Michelle; by her grand-

children, Elizabeth and Vencentio,
Angelo, and Bella and John; by her
sister, Janice Bednarz, and her broth-

ers, Gary and Bruce Wall.
Visitation was from 5

to 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 6, at the
Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield. A
Funeral Mass will begin
at 10 a.m. today, Thurs-
day, November 7, at the
Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial will
follow at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider memorial contributions in Mrs.
Tammaro’s name to the Westfield
FMBA Local No. 30, P.O. Box 2895,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Marilyn Tammaro

Ketubah Unit Plans
Chanukah Party

AREA — The B’nai B’rith
Ketubah Unit (55-plus) will hold its
annual Chanukah Party on Sunday,
November 17. It will take place
from 1 to 5 p.m. at Fred & Murry’s
Kosher Deli, located at 4345 High-
way 9 North (Pond Road Shopping
Center) in Freehold.

The cost is $34 per person. There
will be entertainment by Dan Yates,
a Tricky Tray and a full Kosher deli
meat buffet. Prospective Jewish
couples and singles are welcome to
come. Interested persons are asked
to R.S.V.P. to Elaine at (908) 232-
0062 no later than Monday, No-
vember 11.


