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Human Rel. Panel Holds
Unity Achievement Awards

COUNTY — Nineteen individuals
and four organizations were recognized
by the Union County Human Relations
Commission at the 18th annual Unity
Achievement Award presentation held
May 6 at the Kean University STEM
Center in Union Township.

The award recipients were nomi-
nated and selected for their philan-
thropic and volunteer efforts, and
for fostering and promoting human
rights and dignity among the people
of Union County. Award categories
included achievements by a corpo-
rate/business enterprise, community
organization, nonprofit organization,
individual, member of law enforce-
ment, public servant, student, edu-
cator, clergy, faith-based organiza-
tion, military/veteran, and member
of the media.

“The commission is proud to recog-
nize our local role models who dedi-
cate themselves to helping others and
strengthening our communities,” Com-
missioner Co-Chair Jo Ann Hamilton
said. “These regular people do ex-
traordinary things to make others’ lives
better, and the evening’s presentation
highlights all of the good that is being
accomplished in Union County.”

The mission of the Union County
Human Relations Commission is to
actively encourage, develop, promote,
and strengthen respect for human
rights and cultural diversity among
the people of Union County.

“We received approximately 225
pages worth of nominating materials
for this year’s awards, serving as a
moving and powerful reminder of just
how much good is being done right
here in our home county,” said the
commission’s other co-chair, Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Director
of Communications Mark Spivey.

The recipients of the 2019 Unity
Achievement Awards included:

Nancy Polow, (Business Enterprise);
Norma Bowe, professor, Kean
University’s Be the Change Organiza-
tion (Community Organization); So-
cial Justice Matters, Judge Leland
McGee and Rabbi Joel Abraham
(Community Organization); Liam’s
Room, Peter and Lisa McNamara
(Nonprofit Organization); Family
Promise, Karen Olson (NonProfit
Organization); Betsy LaVela (Indi-
vidual); Sgt. Margarita D’Avella,
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
(Law Enforcement); Sgt. Dennis
Carovillano, New Providence Police
Department (Law Enforcement); Bette
Jane Kowalski, chair, Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders (Public
Service);

Chelsea K. Young, Plainfield High
School (Student); Frank Stebbins, Arthur
L. Johnson High School, Clark, (Educa-
tor); James Silkensen, United States
Army Veteran (Military/Veteran); Don
Sweeney/The Cranford 86 Project (Mili-
tary/Veteran); Lockey Maisonneuve,
author, “A Girl Raised By Wolves” (Spe-
cial Achievement); The Prom Dress
Project, Plainfield, ShonTe Smith and
Ashlee Jackson (Special Schievement);
and Jennifer Popper, Editor, TAPinto
Plainfield (Media).

Paula Rodriguez Rust, Spectrum
Diversity LLC, who received a Unity
Achievement Award in 2013, was also
honored. She has served as an instruc-
tor for several of the commission’s
training initiatives and public forums,
including bullying and cyberbullying
awareness and prevention training.

The commission was created by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice in 1991.

The commission is actively seek-
ing individuals who represent Union
County’s 21 towns to serve as com-
missioners. If interested in becoming
a member, please email
uchrc@ucnj.org.

Nominations are now open for the
2020 Unity Achievement Awards. For
more information please visit
www.ucnj.org/uchrc.

Union County Hiring
Per Diem EMTs

COUNTY – The Union County
Division of Emergency Medical Ser-
vices is hiring per diem EMTs. In-
terested applicants can attend an
open application event on Satur-
day, June 8, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
to submit their application, and sit
for a pre-employment written test,
skill stations and interview in the
same visit.

Space is limited and pre-regis-
tration is required at ucnj.org/
ems-apps. Registered candidates
will receive additional details by
email.

Wellbrock to Be Keynote at
Women Mean Bus. Seminar
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
women who own or manage a busi-
ness or nonprofit organization in
Union County to attend the Free-
holder Board’s seventh annual Union
County Women Mean Business skill
building seminar and networking
event on Wednesday, May 22 at the
Clubhouse at Union County’s Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth.

This year’s keynote speaker is
Linda Wellbrock, chief executive
officer and founder of Leading
Women Entrepreneurs. Breakout
sessions will cover resilience, beat-
ing bad habits, personal branding,
and more.

“We have seen interest in the Union
County Women Means Business
grow over the years, and last year
more than 260 accomplished, ambi-
tious women attended,” Freeholder
Chair Bette Jane Kowalski said. “Our
goal is to help build the next genera-
tion of women leaders in our com-
munity by facilitating peer network-
ing, skill building and personal de-
velopment.”

Ms. Wellbrock has a lifetime of
experience in advocating for women
entrepreneurs, including work with
non-profits and other organizations
focused on the environment, educa-
tion, health care, youth and family
services, as well as the arts and trans-
Atlantic relations.

She created Leading Women En-
trepreneurs as a platform for recog-
nizing women’s leadership, and she
is currently secretary and charter
member of The Climate Reality Ac-
tion Fund founded by former Vice-
President Al Gore.

Sponsors of Union County Women
Mean Business this year are JCT
Solutions, KemperSports, Winning
Strategies Washington, Suplee,
Clooney and Company, Tropic Tint-
ing and Southwest. Union County
Women Mean Business has also
partnered with the nonprofit organi-
zation Period, which works nation-
ally to ensure that menstrual prod-
ucts are available to those who need
them.

Union County Women Mean Busi-
ness has also partnered with the non-
profit organization Period, which
works nationally to ensure that men-
strual products are available to those
who need them.

In support of Period, Union County
Women Mean Business attendees are
requested to bring a sanitary item for
donation during registration the day

of the event. Those who bring an item
for donation will receive an addi-
tional raffle ticket.

Pre-registrat ion for Union
County Women Means Business is
required, by visiting ucnj.org/
ucmb. The $40 cost per person
includes a networking breakfast,
two breakout sessions, lunch and a
chance to win prizes.

When registering, attendees can
also indicate their interest in partici-
pating in an interactive golf clinic
following the event. The clinic is de-
signed to enable more women to en-
gage with the social and networking
opportunities that take place on the
golf course.

Pre-registration for the clinic is re-
quired and a separate fee of $20 ap-
plies.

For full details about the Union
County Means Business event, in-
cluding schedules and speaker biog-
raphies, visit ucnj.org/ucmb.

CELEBRATING WOMEN OFFICIALS...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco, left,
was honored on May 3 by Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton), right, at the Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton as part of the event
"Becoming: A Celebration of Women Elected Officials."

HALL OF FAME FREEHOLDER...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Alexander Mirabella was inducted into the New Jersey Association of Counties’
inaugural Freeholder Hall of Fame during its annual meeting in Atlantic City earlier this
month. Inductees are chosen for their leadership, commitment to county government,
and 20 years of public service. Mr. Mirabella was first elected to the board in 1997.

Town Hall to Be Held
On Opioid Epidemic

COUNTY – The Public Safety
Committee of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites

all members of the public, and all
community stakeholders, to attend a
countywide Town Hall-style meeting
on the opioid epidemic.

The meeting, titled “The Opioid
Epidemic: Silently Affecting Our
Community,” will be held on Tues-
day, May 21, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. at the McManus School audito-
rium, 300 Edgewood Road, Linden.
It is designed to provide the public
with an open discussion about the
scope and nature of opioid abuse in
Union County and an assessment of
the tools that are available to fight it.

The Public Safety Committee and
members of the public will hear re-
ports from Union County law enforce-
ment, public officials and profession-
als, including representatives from the
nonprofit organization Prevention
Links and other stakeholders.

For more information, contact Karen
Dinsmore, assistant director of the
Union County Department of Human
Services, kdinsmore@ucnj.org or
(908) 527-4809.

 Linda Wellbrock

Correction
An article on page 3 of the May 9

issue regarding a roundtable held by
members of Congress to discuss the
Gateway Tunnel project should have
identified Congressman Tom
Malinowski as a Democrat. We apolo-
gize for the error.


