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King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

GUMA NETS 6 GOALS; PORTER NETS 3, COSTANZO NETS 2

Raiders Down Johnson, 14-9;
In Boys Lacrosse Showdown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys lacrosse team defeated
the AL Johnson Crusaders, 14-9, on
April 25 in Scotch Plains. The Raid-
ers came out firing on all cylinders,
scoring seven goals in the first quarter
to forge a 7-3 lead. Aidan Guma had
a big offensive game, scoring six goals
and recording two assists to pace the
Raider attack. The victory improved
Scotch Plains-Fanwood to 7-5 on the
season.

“We came out here and we just
wanted to win,” said Guma, a junior.
“We’ve always played these guys well.
We’ve always had a good rivalry with
them and we just put our foot on the
gas pedal today.”

Five of Guma’s goals came in the
first half which saw Scotch Plains-
Fanwood build an 11-4 lead.

“On the offensive side, there weren’t
a lot of slides, so if you could take
your guy and beat him, it was pretty

much one-on-one,” said Guma of the
first half success. “They had to switch
it up in the second half and it gave
more looks to other guys.”

The offensive output represented
Guma’s best performance of the sea-
son, eclipsing a five-goal, two-assist
effort against Princeton earlier in the
schedule.

“Guma was playing aggressive,”
said SP-F Head Coach Nick Miceli.
“He was playing quick. Our biggest
thing we say to them is not to walk and
give the defender a chance to find
you. Get the ball, pass it quick, dodge
fast.”

The Raiders extended the lead to
12-4 when Alex Osislo swept in from
the side and potted an overhand shot
with 8:44 remaining in the third quar-
ter. The Raiders were in firm control
of the contest but Johnson fought back,
drawing to within 12-6 on a pair of
goals by Brandon Hund to close out
the quarter.

Johnson got it to 12-7 after a goal

by one minute into the fourth quarter.
But Guma was there again to answer
the call for the Raiders. Guma scored
on a short flip into the net after receiv-
ing a beautiful feed from senior An-
thony Porter that made it 13-7 with
7:10 left on the clock. Porter finished
the game with three goals and one
assist.

“It was definitely a big win for us.”
said Porter. “We’ve had a few one-
goal losses against tough teams like
Cranford. Johnson is a good team but
we knew if we played our game we
could beat them. This gives us two in
a row now and helps us build momen-
tum for the tournament.”

Porter, who will play lacrosse for
Kean University next year, thinks this
Raider team is capable of surprising a
few of the big name contenders this
season.

“I definitely think we have a chance
to surprise some teams this year and
take them down. I feel like we could
have beaten Cranford. We didn’t play
our best game against them. Offen-
sively we have a lot of firepower and
I think we can beat any team if we just
put our best foot forward. As long as
we spin the ball around and find the
right match-ups, we are fine. Early in
the year we were turning the ball over
a ton. Today we didn’t have as many.
We cleaned all of that up and we were
able to find the back of the net.”

Guma agreed.
“It is better to get hot at the end of

the season than the beginning. This
can put us in a good position for
county and state tournaments that are
upcoming.”

Noah Costanzo had two goals for
the Raiders. Osislo added a goal and
an assist. Matt Monroy scored a goal
as did Matthew Power. Goalkeeper
Tommy Ryan had 12 saves, while
allowing eight goals. Ryan Lamberta
saved two shots, while giving up one
goal for the Raiders. Johnson
goaltender Josh Hill recorded 11
saves, while allowing 14 goals.

The Raiders entered the Union
County Tournament as the number four
seed. They were scheduled to host fifth
seeded New Providence in a quarterfinal
round match on April 30. If victorious,
the Raiders would get top seed Summit
in a semifinal round match set for Thurs-
day, May 2, at Johnson High School in
Clark at 7:30 p.m.

“From now on out, there are no
easy games between the county and
state tournaments,” said Coach Miceli.
“Hopefully we’ve tightened things up
and will be able to play our best
lacrosse as a team.”
AL Johnson 3 1 2 3 9
Sc Pl-Fanwood 7 4 1 2 14

Hamilton Breaks WHS Record in 1,600 Meters
Blue Devil sophomore Katie Hamilton broke the Westfield High School

record by placing first in the 1,600 meters with a time of 5:04.71 at the Lion
Invitational in Middletown on April 27. The Blue Devil girls, who placed
sixth in the team totals with 30, also got first-place efforts from Lauren Triarsi
at 15:08 in the 100 hurdles and Caroline Collins at 2:20.26 in the 800.

Dale Horton (Penn Relays) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETING AT PENN RELAYS...Blue Devil sophomore Katie Hamilton
competed in the 4x400 at the Penn Relays then set a WHS record in the 1,600 at
the Lion Invitational in Middletown on April 27. More photos at Ballyhoo Sports

GARDINER 11 K’s; SCHWERDTFEGER, MALLON KEY HITS

Cougars Limit Raiders’ Bats;
Rap Key Singles in 3-1 Victory

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore pitcher Morrigan
Gardiner recorded 11 strikeouts and
permitted only two hits, while Erin
Schwerdtfeger, Jayna Mallon and
Emma Ingraham came through with
key hits to guide the Cranford High
School softball team to a 3-1 victory
over the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers at Adams Field in Cranford on
April 23. The Raiders, however, got a
key RBI single from senior Hannah
Lyman and two fine run-saving de-
fensive plays from junior second
baseman Chrissy Gubernat.

“It wasn’t just an easy game for us
to win. We wanted to go into every
game with the focus, the mentality
that every team is as good as the best
team. For them to come out here, they
really did have a great performance.
We just hit the ball a little bit more and
made the plays that we needed to
make,” Schwerdtfeger said.

The 7-2 Cougars recorded 10 hits
off freshman pitcher Maeve Kahora,
who demonstrated her control by
yielding only one walk while striking
out six.

“She’s been doing a really good job
for her first year on varsity and play-
ing with all of us. She’s been keeping
up and being really strong up there,”
Gubernat said.

“She’s actually really good. She
doesn’t really know what kind of game
she’s walking into but she came in and
did what had to be done,” Lyman
added.

“Great for her that she’s a fresh-
man. Starting varsity, that’s awesome.
I thought she pitched really well. We
didn’t hit as great as we always do and
obviously that’s an accomplishment
for her,” Schwerdtfeger expressed.

Gardiner also helped her cause with
a pair of singles, an RBI and a run
scored. Morgan Heim singled and
scored once, Liz McCaffery singled
and Ingraham finished 2-for-3 with
an RBI. Schwerdtfeger went 2-for-2,
with a walk and a stolen base, while
scoring once and adding an RBI. Af-
ter striking out her first at-bat, Mallon
answered with two singles.

“I think the first time around [the
lineup] we weren’t as good but the
second, third time around we saw the
ball a little bit better. We all hit a little
bit better and got more people on,”
Mallon said.

“Recently I haven’t been hitting as
great as I wanted to. Today I was

focusing on just seeing the ball and
swinging the bat comfortably and
normally. For me, swinging at strikes
and not swinging at balls. I definitely
felt like I performed,” Schwerdtfeger
said.

Always quite crafty once she gets
on base, Schwerdtfeger baited the
catcher which led to her swiping sec-
ond base.

“I love attempting to draw throws.
I will get back if she throws it but also
if the catcher makes an error and it’s
a bad throw, it’s extra bases for me.
Also it’s just fun to take big leads,”
Schwerdtfeger explained.

After a scoreless first inning, the
Cougars scored twice in the second.
Schwerdtfeger drew a leadoff walk,
moved to second on Ava Manfra’s
groundout back to the mound then
scored when Gardiner’s grounder got
past third. Ingraham brought Gardiner
home with a single to right field.

The Raiders tightened the score 2-
1 in the top of the third inning.
Gubernat drew a leadoff walk, Cassidy
Novello walked with one out and
Lyman drilled an RBI single to deep
center. Sophia Lerner walked to load
the bases but Gardiner escaped fur-
ther damage by striking out a batter
and getting the next to ground out.

“It was my second time going up
and she pitched me the first strike, so
I said, ‘got to get ready, got to get
ready for that rising ball,’ because
that rising ball got me last time. My
eyes just lit up with that pitch. I swung
and it went,” Lyman described.

Mallon and Schwerdtfeger both
rapped two-out singles in the third but
Gubernat prevented both from scor-
ing when she made a snow cone snag
of Manfra’s liner.

“I really wanted to get that because
it was a really close game, so I said, ‘I
got to go, I got to go!’ I ran to it, just
reached as far I as I could and, yes, I
got it,” Gubernat described. “I felt it
in my hand. I was like Yes!”

Gubernat extinguished another po-
tential rally when she turned an in-
ning-ending double play in the fourth
inning.

“I knew the girl was running to
second. I knew to get the leading out.
Don’t worry about the one at first but
we got her at first anyway,” Gubernat
explained.

The Cougars’ insurance run came
in the fifth. With Heim on first, Mallon
plopped a single over first and
Schwerdtfeger hooked an RBI single

into leftfield.
Despite all the strikeouts, Gardiner,

known to her teammates as Mugs, did
yield eight walks but got renewed
energy in the sixth and seventh in-
nings to slam the door.

“Whenever Mugs is a little off, I
like to go up there and talk to her.
Make her laugh, calm her down a
little bit. That’s always important to
me that the pitchers are always calm
and comfortable because then they
throw strikes,” Schwerdtfeger said

But when Gardiner did not throw
the strikes, people would know it.

“As for the pitches that she throws,
I think just likes to make the game
interesting. I think that’s what she’s
going for,” chuckled Schwerdtfeger.

“She’s doing awesome this year. I
think she had 11 strikeouts today. It’s so
fun to watch her pitch and support her
when she needs support,” Mallon said.

“Like Jayna was saying, Mugs al-
ways works her butt off. You can
always count on her. She finishes
games really strong. If she has a small
little dip, she always brings it back,”
Schwerdtfeger added.

The Raiders entered the game
against the Cougars with a three-game
win streak and have won four of their
last five games, so they have defi-
nitely turned things around.

“I think we all got tired of losing,
getting mercied, so we all said we
realized we got to do this, got to get
through it and try our best. This game
was actually pretty good,” Lyman said.

“We have been on a winning steak
and although they weren’t the tough-
est teams, we kept our energy up and
we keep motivating each other to stay
positive no matter what the condi-
tions and do the best we can,”
Gubernat added.

Next would be the Union County
Tournament and Cranford received
the fourth seed, while the Johnson
Crusaders, who were beaten 6-1 by
the Cougars two weeks before, re-
ceived the third seed.

“We were hoping for a higher seed.
We really wanted that three [seed] but
that’s just going to make us work a
little bit harder and it will ignite us,”
Mallon said.

“We were definitely hoping for that
three seed. We are definitely going to
work hard and show everyone that we
deserve a higher seed,” Schwerdtfeger
added.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 001 000 0 1
Cranford 020 010 x 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO COMPLETE THE DOUBLE PLAY...After getting the throw from second baseman Chrissy Gubernat, Raider
shortstop Julia Skolsky prepares to throw to first to complete the double play as Cougar Mia Markase slides into second.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Westfield Board of
Education, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, by authority of said Board,
solicits sealed bids for pupil transporta-
tion. Bids to be received at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, up to 2:00 pm on Thursday
May 23, 2019.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES FOR TWELVE

IN DISTRICT ROUTES
2019/2020 SCHOOL YEAR

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon application at the Busi-
ness Office of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Office of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. Bids which are  not submitted on such
form may be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator,

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/2/19, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Westfield Board of
Education, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, by authority of said Board,
solicits sealed bids for pupil transporta-
tion. Bids to be received at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, up to 2:00 pm on Thursday,
May 23 2019.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES FOR

SCHOOL RELATED ACTIVITIES
2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon application at the Busi-
ness Office of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Office of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. Bids which are not submitted on such
form may be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator,

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/2/19, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Westfield Board of
Education, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, by authority of said Board,
solicits sealed bids for pupil transporta-
tion. Bids to be received at the Business
Office of the Westfield Board of Education,
located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, up to 2:00 pm on Thursday,
May 23 2019.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES IN-DISTRICT EXTENDED

SCHOOL YEAR ROUTES
2019 EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon application at the Busi-
ness Office of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, located at 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

All bids must be submitted on a bid form
which will be furnished upon application at
the Office of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion. Bids which are not submitted on such
form may be rejected.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

By order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator,

Board Secretary
1 T - 5/2/19, The Leader Fee: $33.66

RUKA FANS 8; JOHNSON 3 HITS, 4 SB; J & M MEOLA RBI

Cranford Downs Linden, 5-1,
In UCT Baseball First Round

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top seeded Cranford rode the strong
arm of starting pitcher Jeremy Ruka
all the way to victory in a 5-1 decision
over number 16 seed Linden (3-9) in
a Union County Tournament first
round baseball game played on April
27 in Cranford. Ruka went the dis-
tance for the Cougars, dialing up eight
strikeouts and allowing just one run
on four hits, while walking one batter.

“I think the coaches did a great job
of scouting them,” said Ruka. “I knew
what to throw when and I was hitting
my spots pretty well. Joey Meola,
my catcher, did a great job of spot-

ting every pitch for me. It helped me
get a lot of calls on the corners. I was
just throwing it in there and letting
them hit it. I felt good that I was
going to get strikes or make them hit
it to someone.”

Ruka’s only struggles came in the
first inning when he gave up a run off
of a hit by Linden’s Austin Urban,
which gave the Tigers a 1-0 lead.
After that, Ruka was lights out, com-
pleting the game in a very efficient 96
pitches.

“I think maybe I came out just a
little flat,” said Ruka of his first in-
ning troubles. “I don’t know what it
was. But after that first inning I got
into a groove and really bounced
back.”

Cranford (8-3) tied the game at 1-1
in the bottom half of the first when
Tyler Szczech hit a hard ground ball
to short that scored Marcus Johnson
from third base. Johnson had earlier
singled in the inning. Linden’s start-
ing pitcher, Urban, avoided further
damage when he got Aidan Plick to
ground back to the mound for the
third out.

The game remained locked in a
pitching duel between Ruka and Ur-
ban until Cranford got to the tall right-
hander in the bottom of the fourth.
Urban started off the inning by hitting
back to back batters. Cougars Szczech
and Plick each got dinged by Urban
offerings. Szczech would get picked
off at second base for the first out of
the inning. Plick would then steal
second and moved to third base on a
ground ball out by Michael Murphy.
With two outs and Plick at third base,
the table was set for Joey Meola to
break the deadlock. Meola delivered
by ripping an RBI double past third
base and down the leftfield line that
scored Plick from third base. After
that, DH Michael Meola came through
with a triple under the right fielder’s

glove that scored Joey Meola, mak-
ing it 3-1. Urban got Will Gallagher to
ground back to the mound for the
third out. Urban’s performance was
gritty but the Cranford batters were
starting to figure him out.

“We definitely saw him through the
first inning,” said Joey Meola. “He
surprised us. He caught us on our
heels. He did a good job of throwing
his fastball down and working his
curveball.”

Cranford got two more insurance
runs in the sixth inning. Mike Meola
had a sacrifice for an RBI in the
inning. Spotted to a 5-1 lead, Ruka
navigated the top of the seventh with
relative ease, giving up a two-out
walk but retiring Vincent Primavera
on a fly ball to right for the final out of
the game. Ruka showed a wide vari-
ety of pitches in handcuffing the op-
ponent on this day. It is his versatility
that makes him a major weapon for
the Cougars moving forward.

“I don’t think any one pitch is more
dominant than the other,” said Ruka.
“My slider, fastball and changeup, I
was spotting them all well and mak-
ing it tough for the hitters to hit it
where they wanted to today.”

Cranford, as the top seed, awaits
the winner of No. 8 vs. 9 match-up
between Summit and Westfield, re-
spectively, that was set to be played
on April 29 in Summit. Cranford will
host the winner on May 4. Marcus
Johnson had three hits and stole four
bases against Linden. Although the
Cougars were only ale to muster
seven hits against the Tigers, the
players are not worried about the
offense. Summit beat Westfield, 3-0)

“Honestly, we couldn’t be more
confident,” said Michael Meola. “We
don’t think any pitcher can dominate
us and we are not scared of anyone.”
Linden 100 000 0 1
Cranford 100 202 x 5

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

CHANGE OF
CORPORATE STRUCTURE

Take notice that a change occurred in
the ownership of GARWOOD HOSPITAL-
ITY GROUP LLC holder of Plenary Retail
Consumption License #2006-33-005-009
for premises located at 400 South Avenue,
Unit 8, Garwood, New Jersey, resulting in
the following person acquiring the aggre-
gate one percent or more of the ownership
thereof:

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:

Sandro Villaraunt, Member, 33 1/3%,
401 Center Street, Garwood, New Jersey
07027

Maria DeSantis, Member, 33 1/3%, 21
Westervelt Place, Garfield, New Jersey
07026

Salvatore Schifano, Member, 33 1/3%,
17 Aberdeen Road, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to Christina M.
Ariemma, Borough Clerk, Borough of
Garwood, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey 07027.

Respectfully submitted by,
Garwood Hospitality Group LLC

By: Jason C. Mandia, Esq.
Stone Mandia, LLC

685 Neptune Boulevard
Neptune, New Jersey 07753

Attorney for Applicant
1 T - 05/02/19, The Leader Fee: $32.13

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


