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– Obituaries – Jane S. Orto, 93, Was Former
Longtime Westfield Resident

Jane S. Orto

Jane Stroebel Orto, of Rockville,
Md., formerly of Westfield, N.J.,
passed away peacefully in her sleep
on Friday, April 12, 2019. She was
born in Elizabeth, N.J.,
on September 4, 1925,
and was raised in
Cranford, N.J. Jane
moved to Westfield
with her parents, Mar-
garet and George
Stroebel, in 1947 when
she graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in Art
from Wilson College in
Chambersburg, Pa. She
married Pasquale R.
Orto in July 1960 at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, N.J. Dr.
Frederick Christian officiated the
ceremony. Afterwards, they made
Westfield their home and raised their
three daughters, Margaret, Luisa and
Christianne, in town.

Prior to her marriage, in the 1950s,
she served first as the registrar and
then director of the Children’s Di-
vision at the Newark Museum.
While there, she produced and pre-
sented educational programming
during the early years of public
broadcasting for Channel 13. From
the 1960s on, Jane devoted herself
to raising a family and many leader-
ship roles in the community. A long-
time member of the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield, she
served as their president and trea-
surer. She also served as president

of the Westfield Adult School and
was an Elder and Clerk of Session
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, where she was a member

for 71 years. Jane was
an active member of the
Garden Club of
Westfield.

In 2010, she moved to
Montgomery County,
Md., to live near one of
her daughters, and she
resided at Ingleside at
King Farm, a Continuing
Care Retirement Com-
munity in Rockville.

Her late husband,
Pasquale (Pat) Orto,
died April 16, 1992.

She is survived by her
daughter Christianne Orto of New
York, N.Y.; her daughter Margaret
Orto and son-in-law, Kevin Welber,
and granddaughters, Sophie and
Natalie, of Bethesda, Md.; and her
daughter Luisa Orto-Symmans and
son-in-law, Fraser Symmans, and
grandchildren, Will and Raffaella,
of Houston, Tex.

A memorial service in celebra-
tion of Jane’s life will be held at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
on Saturday, June 1, 2019, at 3 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the scholarship fund of
the College Woman’s Club of
Westfield: cwclubwestfield.org/do-
nate or P.O. Box 2694, Westfield,
N.J. 07091.
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Joan Lowell Smith, Lifelong Resident;
Was Award-Winning Columnist

Joan Lowell Smith

Joan Lowell Smith, 85, passed away
suddenly on Tuesday, April 9, 2019.
Joan was born June 20, 1933 to Wil-
liam and Katherine
Lowell and lived in
Westfield most of her life
except for the years she
lived and worked in Hol-
lywood, Calif., in her 20s
and roomed with movie
star Kim Novak, her life-
long friend.

Joan’s newspaper ca-
reer spanned 44 years,
starting at The Westfield
Leader covering the
Girls’ Softball League,
gratis. Joan wrote the
popular animal column in The Star-
Ledger for 14 years and was a syndi-
cated columnist and feature writer at
The New York Times for eight years
and won 17 New Jersey Press Woman
awards. She was awarded 57 writing
awards during her career. Her di-
verse career included working for
Jerome Hines and New Jersey As-
semblyman Chuck Hardwick, as well
as editing books, writing a book on
rottweilers, interviewing celebrities
and hosting a talk show.

Joan served as president of the Union
County Women’s Golf Association’s
“nine-holers,” a sport central to her
family since her grandfather, Dr. Wil-
liam Lowell, invented the golf tee,
patented The Reddy Tee in 1924. Joan
was an artist, a pianist, a devout Chris-

tian, and a champion bridge player.
Joan was also active in community

organizations, including serving as
executive director of the
Westfield Chamber of
Commerce, executive di-
rector of the Alzheimer’s
Disease Fund of New Jer-
sey, a volunteer with
CONTACT We Care, a
Regent with the Westfield
DAR, creator of
Westfield’s competitive
tennis program, which
evolved into the
Westfield Tennis Asso-
ciation; chair of the
Westfield Hall of Fame,

and a member of the National Federa-
tion of Press Women, Association for
Children with Learning Disabilities,
and Westfield Day Care Center, to
name a few.

Joan was predeceased by her
former husband, Warren Smith;
brother, Bill Lowell, and daughter,
Nancy Nave Ferguson. She is sur-
vived by her nieces, Nancy and Su-
san Lowell, and Meg Kassen; her
daughter, Deborah Kelly, and three
grandchildren, Kendal, Molly, and
Kyle Kelly-Yahner.

Donations may be made in Joan’s
name to Homeward Trails Animal
Rescue, 1116 Fairfax Station Road,
Fairfax, VA 22039, or to your favorite
animal charity or shelter.
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Dolores R. O’Brien, Watercolor Artist,
Educator, Hist. Preservation Booster
Dolores R. O’Brien, a Fanwood

watercolor artist, educator and his-
toric preservation booster, died peace-
fully on Wednesday, April 24, 2019,
at Brandywine Living in Watchung.
She was 88 years old.

Mrs. O’Brien was born on August
21, 1930, in Allentown, Pa. She re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts
from The College of New Rochelle,
and worked as an interior decorator at
B. Altman & Co. in Manhattan. She
moved to Fanwood in 1971, and
taught art and special education at
Park Middle School, Coles, Ever-
green and St. Bartholomew. Mrs.
O’Brien was a past chairwoman of
the Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission, and oversaw creation
of the borough’s Historic Preserva-
tion District. She was past president
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Arts
Association, and helped organize the
drive to restore the Fanwood Train

Station and Museum.
Mrs. O’Brien was preceded in death

by her husband, John F. O’Brien, who
died in 1986. She is survived by two
sons, Kevin J. O’Brien of Berlin,
Germany, and Richard A. O’Brien of
Fanwood; a daughter, Maura A.
Pierlot of Canberra, Australia; a
brother, Robert E. Donatelli of Allen-
town, Pa., and four grandchildren,
Johann, Aidan, Liam and Erin. She
was also preceded in death by a
brother, Dr. Francis P. Donatelli of
Stroudsburg, Pa.

A public visitation will be from 4 to
7 p.m. today, Thursday, May 2, at
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood. A funeral Mass
will be held at 10 a.m. on Friday, May
3, at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church, 1571 Martine
Avenue, Scotch Plains. Burial will fol-
low at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

May 2, 2019

Mobile Meals Board
Sets Annual Meeting
WESTFIELD — The board mem-

bers of Mobile Meals of Westfield
invite all interested persons to their
annual meeting to be held on Tues-
day, May 14, at 11:30 a.m. The meet-
ing will take place downstairs inside
the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.

This meeting will feature election of
new officers, volunteer opportunities,
the chance to offer feedback on Mo-
bile Meals’ services and time to meet
one’s neighbors. All are welcome.

POPULAR AUCTIONEER...WCBS TV weathercaster John Elliott will once again
facilitate the live auction during the Westfield Area Y’s 15th Annual Golf Classic
and Dinner with Live Auction on Monday, May 13, at the Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield. Mr. Elliott is pictured getting the crowd bidding at a previous event.

Y Golf Classic/Auction To
Again Feature John Elliott

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA will host the 15th Annual
Golf Classic and Dinner with Live
Auction on Monday, May 13, at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield. Net
proceeds support families and senior
citizens in need of assistance to par-
ticipate in Y programs and services.

At the Westfield Area Y, no one
who lives or works in Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood or Mountainside
and is suffering a bona fide financial
hardship is turned away for the in-
ability to pay. In 2018, the Y provided
$359,747 in financial assistance to
282 individuals, primarily for child-
care and summer-camp services.

For the golf outing, play format is a
shamble. Prizes will be awarded for
both team performance and individual
games of skill by both men and
women. Lunch begins at 11 a.m.; the
shotgun start is at 12:30 p.m.

Those who do not play golf may
still attend and enjoy a cocktail hour
and hors d’oeuvres beginning at 5:30
p.m., followed by a buffet reception
and a live auction facilitated by WCBS
TV weathercaster John Elliott.

Silent and live auction items will
include weekend getaways, sporting
event tickets and memorabilia, res-
taurant gift certificates, foursomes
at select golf courses and many more
offerings.

For more information on the auc-
tion or to play or sponsor, call Bonnie
Cohen at (908) 301-YMCA (9622),
extension no. 240; email
bcohen@westfieldynj.org or visit
westfieldynj.org/get-involved/golf-
classic/.

COLORS OF SPRING...Hundreds of geraniums and other plants are ready for
sale at Mountainside’s Deacon Andrew Hetfield House. The Mountainside Resto-
ration Committee’s geranium and plant sale will be held today through Sunday,
May 2 to 5, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day, while supplies last.

Geranium-Plant Sale Taking
Place Today Until Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Restoration
Committee’s annual geranium and
plant sale will begin today, Thurs-
day, May 2, and continue through
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May
3, 4 and 5, at the Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House. The sale will be
held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day,
while supplies last. Proceeds sup-
port the fund-raising efforts of the
Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee, including restoration of the
Levi Cory House and the Hetfield
House.

“This year we will have a variety
of geranium colors to satisfy every
taste with a beautiful selection of
hanging baskets,” said Ruth
Goense, committee vice-chairper-
son and plant sale organizer. “We
will also have some smaller flow-

ering plants. There’ll be something
for everyone,  especial ly for
Mother’s Day gifts.”

Every plant is hand-picked by
the committee’s garden experts,
who visit the grower and select
only the best plants for this sale.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution
Plaza (Watchung Avenue, off Birch
Hill  Road),  adjacent to the
Mountainside Public Library. The
Mountainside Restoration Com-
mittee is a committee of volunteers
whose purpose is to restore and
maintain the Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House and Levi Cory
House and to collect and save his-
toric information and items from
destruction. For further informa-
tion, call (908) 789-9420 or go to
mountainsidehistory.org.

Westfield Y to Host
Job Fair Tuesday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA will host a job fair on
Tuesday, May 7, from 6 to 8 p.m. It
will take place at the Robert and Vir-
ginia Bauer Branch, located at 422
East Broad Street, Westfield.

Participants will have the opportu-
nity to meet with human resources
representatives and program direc-
tors to learn about part-time opportu-
nities in Sports; Aquatics; Before
Care, After Care and Child Care;
Housekeeping; Member Services;
Health and Wellness and Camp.

Part-time employees who qualify
also may be eligible to receive a com-
plimentary Y membership and child-
care and camp discounts. The Y is an
equal opportunity employer.

Light refreshments will be served.
Those who can not attend the job fair
may visit westfieldynj.org/about/job-
opportunities. For more information
about programs available through the
Westfield Area YMCA, call Michele
Fugett at (908) 301-9622, extension
no. 520.

Jamie Novak Due
At Local Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — Professional
organizer and author Jamie Novak
will return to the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Monday, May 13, at 7
p.m., to help audiences conquer their
clutter without getting overwhelmed.

Ms. Novak will provide a few
laughs while offering attendees tips
on making a plan, finding the time
and getting motivated, as well as how
to achieve their goals using the secret
of “10 and 10 Organizing.”

Ms. Novak is the author of several
books, among them “Keep This, Toss
That: Unclutter Your Life to Save
Time, Money, Space, and Sanity.”
She also has been featured on QVC,
HGTV and Better TV and writes for
Reader’s Digest online.

Registration is required. To regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Friday Films at Library
To Feature Family Ties

SCOTCH PLAINS — Movie lov-
ers are invited to come to the Scotch
Plains Public Library each Friday at
noon for Friday Films. In May, the
library will show movies that focus on
“family ties.” No registration is neces-
sary. The schedule is as follows:

May 3: Boy Erased (R, 115 min-
utes) — A young man is sent to gay
conversion camp by his staunchly
religious parents after a traumatic
event leads him to be “outed.”

May 10: Instant Family (PG-13,
117 minutes) — An idealistic couple
find themselves overwhelmed when
they open their home to a foster
teenager and her younger siblings.

May 17: Nobody’s Fool (R, 110 min-
utes) — A successful businesswoman’s
life is turned upside down when her
sister gets out of jail. The sisters bond as
they plot their revenge against her
catfishing boyfriend.

May 24: Leave No Trace (PG, 109
minutes) — A veteran faces his
trauma when he and his daughter
rejoin society after living off the
grid.

May 31: Ben Is Back (R, 103 min-
utes) — A woman’s addict son returns
home on Christmas Eve, bringing a
promise of sobriety that is soon tested.

These screenings are free and open
to all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204, or
email library@scotlib.org. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the town-
ship.Library Displaying

Feller Photography
SCOTCH PLAINS — An exhibit

of photographs, entitled “Signs of
Life,” currently is being presented
at the Scotch Plains Public Library
by photographer Sherman Feller. A
reception with the artist will take
place on Saturday, May 18, between
2 and 4 p.m. The exhibit will be
available through Sunday, May 26.

Mr. Feller has exhibited more than
100 photographs at the library with
five displays over the last several
years. He has been actively involved
in photography for over 50 years and
has been active in the Unique Vision
photography workshop for more than
10 years. He is a longtime resident of
Fanwood and is a retired chemist.

This exhibit features images of
wall art, signs and graffiti that Mr.
Feller has encountered in his travels
throughout Europe and the United
States. The exhibit, which is free and
open to the public, is located in the
downstairs gallery of the library.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
For directions, hours of operation
and other information, call (908)
322-5007.
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Conservancy Slates
Lettuce Bowl Event

CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy will present its Lettuce
Bowl Workshop on Tuesday, May
21, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. It will take
place at Hanson Park, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.

In this “make-it-and-take-it” work-
shop, participants will use a selection
of lettuce, herb and flowering annuals
to create a 12- to 14-inch container
garden to bring home for their patio or
deck. All supplies will be provided;
however, it is suggested that partici-
pants bring their own garden gloves.
Interested persons are encouraged to
sign up early on the organization’s
website, hansonparkconservancy.com,
as registration is limited to the first 15
people. The cost is $15 for members of
the Hanson Park Conservancy and $20
for non-members. The registration
deadline is Friday, May 17. Payment is
due at the time of registration and non-
refundable. This program will be held
rain or shine.

Columbia Bank Saves Strengthen Our Sisters;
Support Will Prevent Foreclosure of Shelters
FAIR LAWN — For over two

decades, Strengthen Our Sisters has
provided shelter services to abuse
victims, many of whom lack fed-
eral reimbursement, have no work
experience, or were unable to leave
the house because of their abuser.
Recently, the future of the organi-
zation was threatened by financial
hardship and the foreclosure of six
properties. Without financial as-
sistance, over 177 women and chil-
dren would have been left without
a safe place to live.

Columbia Bank and the Colum-
bia Bank Foundation are proud to
announce that they were able to
save the Strengthen Our Sisters
shelter from foreclosure through a
charitable donation of $50,000 and
by assuming a note in the amount
of $250,000. In addition, the bank
will name Strengthen Our Sisters
the recipient of their Charity Golf
Outing this September, where they
hope to provide additional funds
that will assist the organization.

The news of Strengthen Our Sis-
ters’ hardship first came to the at-
tention of the bank through an ar-
ticle in the Record. The news story
prompted Todd Malkin, a Colum-
bia Bank Vice President, to reach
out to Strengthen Our Sisters. As a
result, Michael Campbell, Senior
Vice President, Community Devel-
opment Officer, Vice President
Malkin, and Minoska Mateo, Act-
ing Director of the Columbia Bank
Foundation, met with Sandra
Ramos, the shelter’s director, to
determine their financial status and
explore whether Columbia could
be of assistance. They left the meet-
ing determined to provide support.
The financial assistance started
with a $50,000 grant from the Co-
lumbia Bank Foundation.

Upon review of the shelter’s fi-
nancial position, the situation was
much more dire than originally re-
ported. The donation by the Foun-
dation was not by itself sufficient
to resolve the financial difficulties
confronting Strengthen Our Sisters
and forestall an inevitable foreclo-
sure. For several weeks, Columbia
Bank employees researched how
to save this organization. Eugene
Schwartz, Corporate Counsel, was
brought into the process. Working
together with Strengthen Our Sis-
ters, the bank was able to deter-
mine a unique solution to the prob-
lem. Columbia Bank assumed and
recast the organization’s mortgage
debt, which eliminated the risk of
foreclosure, saving the shelter.

“For many years Columbia Bank
has admired and supported the mis-
sion of Strengthen Our Sisters,”
said Thomas J. Kemly, President
and CEO of Columbia Bank. “I am
proud of our team’s dedication and
the opportunity to save this organi-
zation.”

The bank will provide ongoing
support for the shelter through its
golf outing; however, sadly, their
financial hardships are far from
over. In the coming weeks, Colum-
bia Bank employees will also con-
tribute through several internal
fundraisers. All proceeds will be
donated to the Strengthen Our Sis-
ters organization.
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Dr. Bruce L. Malcolm, Sr., Practiced
Dentistry In Westfield For 40 Years

Library to Feature Tai Chi,
Musical Revue During May
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will present a Tai
Chi demonstration and a musical
revue during the first half of May.

The Tai Chi demonstration will
take place on two consecutive
Thursdays, May 9 and May 16, at 7
p.m. each evening. On Saturday,
May 11, the musical revue will be
held at 2 p.m.

Tai Chi is the Chinese tradition
of using martial arts movements as
a gentle way to exercise and re-
duce stress. Certified Tai Chi in-
structor Gang Huang, Ph.D., will
teach participants the ways of Tai
Chi, and then show the class its
various movements.

Mr. Huang participated in the
International Chinese Martial Arts
Competition in Washington, D.C.,
and the U.S. International Kuo Shu
Championship in 2011, 2014, 2015
and 2016. He has won numerous
medals, including nine Gold, two
Silver and one Bronze.

In the past few years, in addition
to teaching regular classes at his
Bridgewater Seeking Tai Chi Stu-
dio, he has been invited to teach Tai
Chi at the Huaxia Chinese School at
Montgomery and the West Windsor
and Morristown Libraries. He pays
special attention to fundamentals and
combines both theory and practice

in every class.
The Rhythm ‘N Sound musical

revue will return to the library to
play the great music of the 1940s
through the 1980s. The audience
will be treated to the songs and
memories of Motown, Doo-Wop
and rock ‘n’ roll.

A classic New Jersey band, this
trio is led by vocalist Frank Resola
and his band mates Joe Moscato
and John D’Amaro. They are all
Jersey-born musicians who have
spent their lives performing in vari-
ous bands.

Two of the band mates formed
Rhythm ‘N Sound when they taught
music education in the Howell school
district. Together, the trio plays at a
variety of musical venues, libraries
and private functions around the state.

These programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus
libraries that are part of the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. Interested
persons are encouraged to check
the Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, to see if their
library is a MURAL participant.
To register for the Tai Chi or music
programs, visit wmlnj.org and click
on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Dr. Bruce Leslie Malcolm, Sr.,
94, husband of Diana Jeanne
Muschert Malcolm, of 205 Bud
Nalley Drive, Easley, S.C., passed
away Tuesday, February 26, 2019,
at his home.

A native of Elizabeth, N.J., Dr.
Malcolm was the son of the late
Talbot M. Malcolm, Sr. and Marga-
ret Elizabeth Richart Malcolm. He
was a veteran of the U.S. Army,
having served in World War II. Dr.
Malcolm practiced dentistry for forty
years in Westfield, N.J. He was a
Past Master of Atlas Pythagoras
Masonic Lodge and Crescent Shrine
Temple in Trenton, N.J. Dr. Malcolm
was a member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, N.J.

In addition to his wife, Dr. Malcolm

is survived by his son, Bruce L.
Malcolm, Jr. of Vero Beach, Fla.;
daughters, Kate Malcolm of Phoe-
nix, Ariz., Bonnie Chizmadia of
Coppell, Tex., and Laurie Tillinghast
of Plymouth, Mass.; extended family,
Edward Gleadall of Loganville, Ga.,
and Danielle Reed of Roselle Park,
N.J.; sister, Margaret Smith of
Chestertown, Md.; five grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Friday, May 10, 2019,
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to Greenville Shriners
Hospitals for Children, 950 West
Faris Road, Greenville, SC 29605.
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