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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEW APARTMENTS...Construction of an apartment building is progressing at
the former car wash property at Rahway Avenue and West Broad Street in
Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAYORS WALK...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco and former mayor Charles
Lombardo lead the Garwood Mayors Wellness Campaign walk in Unami Park
Saturday morning.
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750 Walnut Development
Could Mean Larger Classes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Class sizes could
be upwards of 30 to 40 students per
class, which is well over the maxi-
mum of 23 the district has set, accord-
ing to Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., if 750 Walnut Avenue
was rezoned to make way for 905
proposed apartments. In the continu-
ation of the planning board hearing
for the rezoning of 750 Walnut Av-
enue, last Wednesday, the school dis-

trict superintendent and a demo-
graphic consultant hired by the dis-
trict presented testimony.

Mr. Rubin gave a presentation on
the potential impact the 750 Walnut
Avenue development would have on
the Cranford public school district,
using a study conducted by Ross
Haber Associates, a demographic
consultant.

Ross Haber has projected 353 stu-
dents would be added to the school
district as a result of the proposal for
905 apartments at 750 Walnut Av-
enue by property owner Hartz Moun-
tain Industries. The additional stu-
dents would “overload,” Mr. Rubin
said, two elementary schools — Wal-
nut Avenue School and Livingston
Avenue School — then Hillside Av-
enue School at the middle-school
level.

The school district has an enroll-
ment of 3,864 students, with 532
employees and has eight buildings,
according to Mr. Rubin. Currently in
the district, “we are using all avail-
able space,” the superintendent said.
He further commented that some
rooms are being used for three or four

programs at the same time.
Ross Haber’s study projects a

greater number of students entering
the schools than the study presented
in January by the applicant, Hartz
Mountain’s planner Keenan Hughes.
Mr. Hughes projected 110 to 135
school children would be moving into
the 905 apartments. Mr. Hughes used
two different methodologies. He took
data from apartment complexes in
Cranford — Riverfront at Cranford
Station, Woodmont Station at
Cranford, and Cranford Crossing,
which are on the South Avenue corri-
dor in the downtown area. Mr. Hughes
also used a statewide Rutgers study
updated in November 2018 that fo-
cused on multi-family housing.

Mr. Haber said both the Riverfront
and the Woodmont developments are
located in a Transit Village. “In my
experience, transit villages yield very
few students,” he said.

The projected students from Ross
Haber is “greater than the current
enrollment of any Cranford elemen-
tary school,” Mr. Rubin noted.

In Ross Haber’s study, Mr. Haber

Commuters Updated On
One-Seat Ride to NYC
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Commuters frustrated by
the lack of a one-seat train ride into
Manhattan and by the incessant de-
lays stemming from aging infrastruc-
ture were told that area and state
leaders are working on their behalf to
restore the one-seat ride and to secure
federal funding for new Hudson River
train tunnels.

At a public meeting on Tuesday
night in Cranford, representatives
from the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion, which represents Union,
Somerset, Middlesex and Hunterdon
counties, spoke of efforts to restore
NJ Transit’s one-seat ride into New
York City along the Raritan Valley
line. NJ Transit introduced a limited,
non-rush hour one-seat service four
years ago but suspended it last year
due to budget cuts.

RVRC Chairman Bruce Bergen told
an audience of more than 100 resi-
dents, commuters and political lead-
ers about a bill in the State Senate —
Senate Bill 3574 — that is aimed at
bringing one-seat rides into Manhat-
tan by requiring NJ Transit to inves-
tigate what it will take to implement

the one-seat ride on a full-time basis.
He called the one-seat commute “ab-
solutely paramount to the quality of
life” for Raritan Valley Line riders.
He said his group has worked with
transportation officials to have the
Portal Bridge that spans the
Hackensack River in Kearny and
Secaucus kept closed during peak
commuting hours and is also urging
NJ Transit to ensure that Raritan Val-
ley Line riders who change trains in
Newark to do so on the same plat-
form.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp
urged residents and commuters to
“keep the pressure on” NJ Transit to
re-establish the one-seat ride, saying
it would boost property values and
enhance economic development.

The bulk of Tuesday’s session con-
sisted of a briefing by Jerry Zaro,
chairman of the Gateway Develop-
ment Corp. that is overseeing the
multi-billion dollar Gateway project,
which involves building new rail tun-
nels and a new bridge over the
Hackensack River as well as rehabili-
tating the existing 108-year-old
Hudson River rail tunnels and ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield BOE Discusses
Cap., Main. Projects

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion Tuesday night heard a presentation
from Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan regarding maintenance
projects for 2019 and 2020.

Ms. Sullivan said every year she
meets with the principals of all of the
schools to discuss the needs of every
building in the district. She also said
the school buildings in Westfield are
mostly older structures in need of
careful maintenance. She noted that
McKinley School was built in 1908,
Franklin School in 1930, Wilson
School in 1935, Washington School
in 1953 and Lincoln School in 1922
but was renovated in 2008.

The district has about one million
square feet of building space and more
than 80 acres of land to maintain. In
addition to each building’s custodial
staff there are two groundskeepers and
8.6 maintenance staff.

Ms. Sullivan reported that proposed
summer projects to be funded by the
district’s maintenance reserve funds are:
ceiling and lighting replacements cost-
ing $90,000, painting at $114,000, re-
surfacing floors costing $50,000, con-
crete repairs at $60,000, security en-
hancements costing $200,000 and re-
doing the gym floors at a cost of
$125,000.

Ms. Sullivan also stated that summer
projects already started or that are going
to bid within the month are Kehler Sta-
dium renovations costing $3.2 million,
emergency generators at $2.5 million,
bathroom and lobby renovations at $1.1
million at Roosevelt Intermediate School
(lobby), Edison Intermediate (bathroom)
and Westfield High School (bathroom),
replacement of classroom and stairwell
doors and security gates at the high
school and the two middle schools at
$2.6 million and to renovate the high
school’s TV studio at $900,000. Ms.

Sullivan noted that all of the projects
were funded by capital reserve funds.

Projects being considered for the
2020 school year from capital reserve
funds are door replacements at all el-
ementary schools for $2 million, heat-
ing ventilation and air conditioning
upgrades for the information technol-
ogy rooms at the high school at $1.8
million, classroom renovations through-
out the district at $259,000, replace-
ment of locker room lockers within the
district at $240,000, blacktop and as-
phalt replacement at $225,000,
Jefferson School’s replacement of the
roof over the 1996 addition at 187,500
and a possible replacement of the turf
field at the high school for $4 million.

Ms. Sullivan noted that funds had
been put into the capital reserve ac-
count over the past several years to
afford the costs for these major projects.

Board members all noted that it was
important for an ongoing maintenance
plan for the aging buildings and board
member Kent Diamond stated “our fi-
nances are in good shape to cover these
costs at $10 million and not have to go
to a bond.”

In other business, it was announced
that the Friday before Memorial Day
was a give back snow day and that
schools will be closed from April 15
until April 19 for Spring Break.

It was also announced from audience
members Mary Roth and Susan Welsh
that a meeting with PSE&G will take
place at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Wednesday, April 10, at 7 p.m.
The meeting is to discuss with the pub-
lic revised plans for the company’s
recently planned replacement of trans-
formers in Westfield to high voltage
lines.

The next board meeting will be held
on Tuesday, April 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the
administration building on Elm Street
in Westfield. This is a change from the
originally scheduled date of April 23.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A CREATIVE TEAM...Families take part in the activities for Makers Day at the Westfield Memorial Library held last
Saturday. New Jersey Makers Day is a statewide celebration of making and maker culture that takes place every March in
the Garden State, according to the Makers Day website.

Budget Introduced; Residents
Speak Out Against PSE&G Project

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In a 7-to-1 vote,
the town council on Tuesday intro-
duced the 2019 municipal budget,
which calls for a municipal tax levy
of $27,976,295. Taxes are to have a
zero percent tax increase with the
average assessed home, of $795,159,
has increased after the town’s re-
valuation process; in 2018 the aver-
age was $181,931. The average resi-
dential taxes is $16,730.

The town has maintained Westfield’s
AAA bond rating, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.

Total revenues have increased by 6
percent, total expenditures increased
by 2.32 percent and surplus is targeted
to be $9.5 million. About $5 million in
surplus funds have been shifted to al-
low for the zero percent increase in

taxes, Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said while presenting the budget.

Finance Chair Linda Habgood said
the move of surplus funds was given
approvals by the town’s accountant and
its investment advisor committee. Fi-
nance Committee member Jo Ann
Neylan voted against the budget saying
using surplus to manage the budget is a
“bad trend.”

During public comment, the council
chambers was filled with people op-
posing PSE&G’s plan to install high
voltage power lines along residential
routes.

There will be a public meeting re-
garding PSE&G’s project to install high
voltage power lines on Wednesday,
April 10 at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

Some 1,900 signatures have been
garnered in a petition spearheaded by

Ed Kevelson, and a group formed, No
Monster Power Lines Westfield, to
oppose the high-voltage power lines in
Westfield.

The residents were concerned about
the health and safety of their children.
The council was asked by residents to
find out if PSE&G has the approval by
the Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to
install these lines in the routes proposed
and if the project is required to happen.

PSE&G wants to install the high-
voltage lines to power substations and
connect substations so if one substation
fails to provide the power to homes,
then homes will have power provided
from another substation, PSE&G rep-
resentatives had said at a town council
meeting a month ago. These high-volt-
age lines, or 69 kV, will be replacing
lower voltage lines, 26kV, that cur-
rently exist. “They are trying to connect
a substation from Scotch Plains to one
they are building on Walnut Avenue in
Cranford,” Mayor Shelley Brindle said
of this project in Westfield. (As of a
month ago, PSE&G has not yet come to
an agreement to buy land at 750 Walnut
Avenue with the property owner.)

According to the PSE&G website,
this initiative is to be done throughout
the state. The originally proposed route
according to the website is along Scotch
Plains Avenue, Shackamaxon Drive,
Rahway Avenue, Grove Street, Central
Avenue, and Sycamore Street.

Resident Mona Purse who lives on
the route impacted by the PSE&G
project, said PSE&G “needs to do a
better job communicating this to resi-
dents.” She said they have not notified
the residents.

The town council has been working
with PSE&G to change their plans.

Councilman Doug Stokes said, “We
have heard the route is going to be
changed but we don’t know what that
will be. ...As a council we are standing
behind you.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY GOP SLATE..Union County Republicans on Tuesday selected Peter
Kane, left, and Glenn Gelband, right, for county freeholder, and Peter Ljoi,
center, for county surrogate.
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Sunday, March 31st • 10AM – 3PM • Union Catholic High School  

Exh ib i t s  •  Demons t ra t ions  •  Food Trucks  •  Hea l th  Sc reen ings  •  Giveaways

HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HOW TO STOP OVERDEVELOPMENT...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) talks with residents and Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer on the issue of overdevelopment. The gathering was held Sunday at
Rosie’s Wine Bar in Garwood.

Town Holds Meeting on
Master Plan Reexamination

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town held
the first of five community work-
shops last Thursday evening on the
master plan reexamination at Edison
Intermediate School.

H2M Architects and Engineers
was hired by the town to update and
revise Westfield’s master plan. H2M
senior project planner Erik DeLine
said the master plan pertains to and
addresses the town’s ordinances
governing town elements including
land use, transportation, parking,
housing, downtown economic de-
velopment, community facilities and
historic preservation.

Municipalities are required by law
to reexamine their master plans ev-
ery 10 years, Mr. DeLine said. The
last Westfield master plan was
drafted in full in 2002 and revised
in 2009. He said the reexamination
report is expected to be complete
“at the end of 2019.”

The reexamination is purposed to
“shape the physical, social, envi-
ronmental and economic future of
Westfield,” stated Mr. DeLine.
Upon the reexamination’s comple-
tion the town will have revised goals
and objectives to guide the govern-
ing body and a “new town-wide
vision statement,” stated Mr.
DeLine.

“Reexaminations provide frame-
work preserving a municipality’s
character, ensuring diversity, sup-
porting investment, and promoting
desired changes,” Mr. DeLine said.

In addition, the reexamination re-
port “documents what changes”
have taken place and what commu-
nity problems have arrived since
the last master plan reexamination,
stated Mr. DeLine.

All Westfield residents are en-
couraged to provide input at
w w w . P u b l i c I n p u t . c o m /
WestfieldMP. Thursday’s event in-
cluded public input tables where
attending residents asked questions
and filed their questions surround-
ing five common themes including
land use, transportation, parking,
community facilities and historic
preservation.

The community facilities table in-
formational handouts stated that the
reexamination is reviewing
Westfield schools and education,
public arts and entertainment, and
safety and security.

H2M stated that relevant com-
munity facilities questions to con-
sider are “How to make schools
better. What do residents do for
entertainment? Are there areas
(where) residents feel unsafe? Are
there areas you see every day that
can be beautified with public art?”

When reviewing Westfield’s land
use and development ordinances,
H2M said the firm will analyze zon-
ing, neighborhoods, new develop-
ment, and business districts.

Mr. DeLine said H2M is seeking
resident input on questions such as
“What neighborhoods do residents
live in? What can make it better?
Are there any existing, new, or pro-
posed developments which concern
you? How do you think the town
should develop?”

When reviewing transportation
during the reexamination, Mr.
DeLine said H2M will consider
themes such as public transit, roads,
walkability and bicycle and pedes-
trian facilities.

Mr. DeLine said historic preser-
vation considerations will address
historic sites and historic districts.

Westfield Historical Society
President Nancy Priest said historic
preservation efforts are paramount
to retaining “what we have in this
town.” Ms. Priest said a new build-
ing located at 314 Mountain Av-
enue will archive “a lot of Westfield
history and culture.”

“In school you do not learn much
about New Jersey history or local
history,” said Ms. Priest, emphasiz-
ing the need for a venue to recog-
nize Westfield’s tradition.

She said historic preservation
keeps Westfield’s tradition and his-
tory alive through an aesthetic which
is “specific” to the town, stated Ms.
Priest.

The other workshops are slated
for Wednesday, April 3, from 7 to 9
p.m., in the Town Hall Community
Room; Wednesday, April 24, from
7 to 9 p.m., in the Edison School
cafeteria; Monday, April 29, from 7
to 9 p.m., in the Community Room,
and Sunday, May 5, at the Spring
Fling street fair.

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12:00 – 4:00 (or by appt)
Sales Office: 208 Echo Ridge Way, Mountainside, NJ

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: EchoRidgeNJ.com

Echo Ridge

CHRISTINA BOVE  
Cell: 908.416.6364   

Office 908.273.1900

NO AGE RESTRICTIONS
FIRST FLOOR  

MASTER BEDROOM SUITES

• VISIT OUR FURNISHED MODELS
•  9’ First Floor Ceilings, 70” tall 

windows, abundant natural lighting
•  Secluded setting -  

bordered by woodland conservation
•  3 bedroom, 2.5 baths, den,  

2-car garage and deck or patio
•  Close to NYC bus route  

(45-55 minute commute)
• Luxury features are included
• 5 designs choices

PRICED FROM $698,000

Stylish townhomes only two miles from downtown Westfield.

panding Penn Station in Manhattan.
He called Gateway the “single most

necessary infrastructure project” in
the country and said the Northeast
Corridor — the “the busiest train cor-
ridor in the U.S.” — is the “lifeblood”
of the region. The Northeast Corri-
dor, it’s estimated, accounts for 20
percent of the nation’s Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) with 10 percent of
GDP dependent on transit between
New Jersey and New York.

Mr. Zaro described the aging bridge
and tunnels as “old, failing and caus-
ing delays almost daily,” and said the
current infrastructure was “not de-
signed for the amount of traffic they
now carry,” pointing out that the popu-
lation of the New York-New Jersey
metro area has more than tripled over
the past century since the bridge and
tunnels were built. “It’s long past
time for these two workhorses to re-
tire.” He said the region needs a “re-
liable, safe 21st century rail system.”

 He spoke of the flooding the tun-
nels suffered from Superstorm Sandy
in 2012 and said corrosion from the
salty sea water continues to affect the
tunnels today. Commuters, he said,
play “transit roulette” every day as
they bet that “two antiquated tubes”
will be functional and safe during their
commute into and out of New York.

Mr. Zaro lamented the condition of the
Portal Bridge crossing the Hackensack
River, noting that 11 percent of time
when it opens to allow shipping traffic
to cross underneath, it fails to then
properly close, causing delays that can
affect 80,000 people. “It’s a disaster
happening in slow motion.”

 Commuters would gain “reliabil-
ity, resilience, redundancy and ca-
pacity” if a new bridge and new tun-
nels are built, Mr. Zaro said, and
would be a “boon” to the regional
economy.

He said New Jersey, New York and
Port Authority officials are “doing all
they can to move this project for-
ward” but are running into roadblocks
as they seek the necessary federal
funding to go along with the $1.4
billion already secured. He said fed-
eral assistance has been applied for
and environmental impact studies
have been completed. The Federal
Railroad Administration has already
approved the project, but the Federal
Transit Administration has yet to do
likewise. “We continue to wait on
Washington,” Mr. Zaro said, as he
expressed optimism that, with sev-
eral local Democrats now chairing
critical committees in the House of
Representatives, a greater push for
further funding can be made.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

One-Seat Ride

calculated that of the 353 students,
247 would be enrolled in grades K to
5; 71 in grades 6 to 8, and 35 in grades
9 to 12.

The cost associated with taking on
the 353 students is greater than what
could be collected under the 2-per-
cent tax levy cap in the annual budget,
Mr. Rubin said. He said the opera-
tional costs for the additional 353
students, not looking at construction
of buildings and other costs, such as
out-of-district students and transpor-
tation, would be $5.6 million.

Furthermore, he said the costs to
build a new school would be esti-
mated at about $50 million, and added
that he does not know where open
land to place the school would be. He
also said that if a new school was built
it would take years to come to frui-
tion. The school district general fund
budget for 2018-2019 was about $65
million.

“It would create the type of burden
I don’t know how the district will
overcome,” Mr. Rubin said.

Mr. Haber in his calculations of the
impacts to the school district mod-
eled the average yield of similar newly

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

750 Walnut Avenue
constructed, multi-family units in
communities in New Jersey that have
the same District Factor Group
(DFG), as well as similar quality of
community, quality of life, desirabil-
ity of the community, the quality of
the school district, the age of the
school district, and the housing turn-
over in the school district. In studying
the impacts of 750 Walnut Avenue, he
compared Chatham Township, Madi-
son, New Providence, Westfield,
Summit, Ridgewood, Glen Ridge,
Berkeley Heights and Springfield.

He also asked questions of the
Cranford school district principals,
gathering data from them on each
school, and subsequently met with
each principal, and in his conclusion,
he said, “What I found is these build-
ings are all fully utilized.” He said
expansion would need to occur and a
neighborhood school built, and, if
not, then the class size would need to
increase, an end game that would be
“hurting the program,” he said.

The school district’s business ad-
ministrator, Robert Carfagno, is to tes-
tify at the next planning board meet-
ing, to be held Wednesday, April 3.

Mr. Kevelson said while some resi-
dents are encouraged by the council’s
support others want more details and
fear that PSE&G will move forward.
Mayor Brindle had noted that munici-
palities have “no authority” over utili-
ties. However, Westfield does require
them to come before the full council
before moving forward with any utility
work.

Also, during public comment, resi-
dent Walter Korfmacher urged the coun-
cil to eliminate its ordinance that bans
solar panels to be installed on the front
roof of houses. He asked the town
council to be “a leader in the climate
change fight.” He asked the council to
add solar panels on municipal build-
ings and parking lots and school build-
ings where there are currently none. He
said at the schools in town that do have
solar panels that the schools are seeing
a savings in energy costs. Solar panels
also help to lower emissions of fossil
fuels, he said.

Councilman Frank Arena said,
“There goes the zero-percent tax in-
crease” and later stated climate change
is a “catch phrase.”

Councilwoman Mackey said the

council is looking into adding electric
car charging stations in parking lots,
and solar options, as well as “finding a
balance on the homeowner front” with
the ordinance.

George Rizk, a resident in town, who
was recently denied a variance request
to install Tesla solar panels on the front
roof of his home, also asked to overturn
the ordinance. He said the solar panels
from Tesla are designed to be aestheti-
cally appealing.

Two town also voted 7-1 to change
the ordinance to allow for the sale of
alcohol take place at an earlier time.
The town council had changed the ordi-
nance recently to align the start time
with state guidelines, however in doing
so had caused a local retailer to push
back the time it can sell alcohol.

During the conference session, the
town council said it is asking residents
to fill out a survey on leaf collection—
https : / /www.westf ie ldnj .gov/
leafcollectionsurvey.

Also, the council said a meeting will
be held on Wednesday, April 3, in the
Community Room in Town Hall for
residents to give input on the parks plan
and master plan.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield CouncilBorough Sees Significant
Increase in Tests Scores

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief School
Administrator Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D.,
commended the district’s teachers, staff
and students, at Tuesday’s board of
education meeting, for the significant
increase in the state standardized test
known as the Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College and Ca-
reers (PARCC). Deerfield School
ranked 76th in the state with a score of
88.2 percent.

Additional details and data regard-
ing the results of the PARCC testing
will be shared at the Tuesday, April 30
board of education meeting. PARCC
assessments are aligned with the Com-
mon Core State Standards and are de-
signed to measure student’s ability to
apply their knowledge of concepts rather
than simply memorizing facts.

The board awarded Teacher/Support
Staff of the Year Awards pursuant to
the Governors Teacher Recognition
Program to Janine Cardone, Amanda
Somers-Guerassio, Suan Gerakaris,
and Marilyn Nacci. Ms. Cardone is a
third-grade teacher at Beechwood
School who is also a long-time resi-
dent of Mountainside whose children
are alumni of the community’s schools.
Ms. Somers-Guerassio is the school
psychologist at Beechwood. Her col-
leagues described Ms. Somers-
Guerassio as an essential member of
the child study team who is an asset to
the school community.

Ms. Gerakaris is a paraprofessional
at Deerfield who was described as warm,
caring and firm. Ms. Nacci is a parapro-
fessional at Beechwood who is com-
mitted to helping children succeed.

The Governor’s Teacher Recogni-
tion Program was established in 1985
to acknowledge educators who exhibit
outstanding performance. The criteria
for selection includes effective use of
instructional techniques and methods,
a productive classroom climate, rap-
port with students, and a commitment
to developing a love of learning in
students.

Ms. Lubarksy advised that the dis-
trict had received a $2,000 grant from

the Westfield Rake and Hoe Garden
Club. The funds will be used to create
an outdoor learning center at Deerfield
and a $5,000 grant from the Watts Foun-
dation to be used to purchase curtains
for the Deerfield School stage. There
will be a workshop on safety and secu-
rity for parents on Monday, April 1 at
7:30 p.m., and in the event there are no
more winter storms, the three unused
snow days will be used on April 22,
May 24 and May 28.

The PTO’s Spring Fling will be held
on Friday, March 29 at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn and will include a Tricky Tray
auction and a 50/50 raffle. A portion of
the proceeds from the raffle will be
used to establish a scholarship in honor
of Meghan Crilly, a teacher who was
killed in a hit and run accident earlier
this year.

The board conducted a first reading
of the State Department of Education’s
guidelines on transgender students.
The state guidelines say school dis-
tricts must allow transgender students
to use the facilities and participate in
sports or activities, which are gender
segregated, and consistent with the
gender the student identifies with. The
guidelines leave open the option to use
a unisex bathroom and include a re-
quirement that transgender students
are addressed by the name and pro-
noun they chose, regardless of a legal
name change. In addition, a student
does not need parental consent and
school districts are not obligated to
notify parents of a student’s gender
expression or identify.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, Michelle Plum ex-
pressed concern over turnover in the
position of assistant superintendent of
special education, noting that Chris-
tine Orozco had served in the position
for less than two years before being
replaced by Anne Cook earlier this
month. Board members assured Ms.
Plum and the public that staffing deci-
sions are a thought-intensive process
and that  Ms. Cook knows the
community’s schools and students
since she has been a member of the
testing team for many years.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MORE DEVELOPMENT ALONG ROUTE 28...Construction is well underway
for a 212-apartment, two-building development, “Meridia At Park Square,”
located along Route 28 at 610 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park on the
former site of Domani’s/Yesterday’s restaurant. It will also have commercial
space and a parking garage.  In addition, the Roselle Park Planning Board is in the
midst of hearing the application for a 415-apartment unit, two-building develop-
ment, called “Meridia Roselle Park,” at Westfeld Avenue and Chestnut Street.
The thoroughfare is the extension of North Avenue.
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Fanwood Eyes Municipal Tax
Increase of 1 Percent Over ’18

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and borough council reviewed
a preliminary municipal budget on
Monday. Borough Deputy Adminis-
trator/Chief Financial Officer
Frederick Tomkins said the proposed
budget, if approved, would levy
“about a one percent” tax increase in
2019.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy
Barker said she would like the mu-
nicipal tax levy to be less than one
percent when the budget is officially
introduced.

Mayor Mahr said the previous
year’s budget provided a slight tax
decrease for residents. This year’s

expected increase would amount to
$29 per household, stated Mr.
Tomkins. Mayor Mahr said the in-
crease does not factor in tax increases
or decreases on the total tax levy
which includes the county budget,
regional school budget costs, the pub-
lic library’s budget, or the municipal
open space.

Under New Jersey law all budgets
must be calculated independently.
Each Fanwood tax dollar is divided
amongst each entity or budget, Mayor
Mahr explained.

She said was “important to note”
that the Fanwood municipal budget
accounts for around 20 percent of
each tax dollar collected in the bor-
ough.

Mayor Mahr and the borough coun-
cil went into executive session after
Monday’s public meeting to discuss
costs and prioritize capital expendi-
tures requested by each department
within municipal oversight. Mayor
Mahr said executive action (official
decisions made public) would not be
taken after the meeting, but all capital
requests would “most likely not be
purchased” in the upcoming budget
year.

Mayor Mahr said the “budget pro-
cess goal” is to prioritize expendi-
tures to provide the most resources to
residents at the lowest cost.

The police department, rescue
squad, and public works department
all made capital requests to be ful-
filled in the 2019 budget. The police
department requests total $112,012
which include two 2019 Ford Inter-
ceptor SUV’s totaling $80,860, stated
Mr. Tomkins.

Councilman Anthony Carter said
the repair costs associated with aged
vehicles often exceed the costs with a
new purchase. Mr. Carter said he spe-
cifically tracked the associated finan-
cial consequences when older vehicles
plagued with frequent breakdowns
were utilized verses when the bor-
ough decided to purchase new ve-
hicles.

Mr. Carter alerted the council to
surplus dollars from last year’s bud-
get, which were never spent but were
earmarked for repairs. Mr. Carter said
the reason the money wasn’t spent
was because the borough has been
phasing in new vehicles throughout
the borough’s various departments.

Mr. Carter said his observations
were being made to be considered in
executive session as Mayor Mahr and
the council considered 2019 budget
costs and long-term positive tradeoffs
to expenditures.

In addition, the police department

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW TO STOP OVERDEVELOPMENT...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) talks with residents and Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer
on the issue of overdevelopment. The gathering was held at Rosie’s Wine Bar in
Garwood on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VIGIL FOR NEW ZEALAND...A vigil for victims of the recent mass shootings at
two Mosques in New Zealand was held March 19 in Westfield. The vigil,
sponsored by the Dr Martin Luther King Association of Westfield, was held at the
Westfield Martin Luther King Monument.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
GIRL SCOUT WEEK...Scouts from Troops 40105 and 40547 presented Girl Scout cookies to the Fanwood Borough Council
Monday, March 18, and read tributes to scouting from the podium. It is the 107th anniversary of the Girl Scouts. Fanwood
and Scotch Plains Scouts sold 53,000 boxes of cookies during this year's drive.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROADWORK...Road crews were busy the past two weeks installing new gas pipes
along Park Avenue in Scotch Plains during the overnight hours.

Commuters Updated On
One-Seat Ride to NYC
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Commuters frustrated by
the lack of a one-seat train ride into
Manhattan and by the incessant de-
lays stemming from aging infrastruc-
ture were told that area and state
leaders are working on their behalf to
restore the one-seat ride and to secure
federal funding for new Hudson River
train tunnels.

At a public meeting on Tuesday
night in Cranford, representatives
from the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion, which represents Union,
Somerset, Middlesex and Hunterdon
counties, spoke of efforts to restore
NJ Transit’s one-seat ride into New
York City along the Raritan Valley
line. NJ Transit introduced a limited,
non-rush hour one-seat service four
years ago but suspended it last year
due to budget cuts.

RVRC Chairman Bruce Bergen told
an audience of more than 100 resi-
dents, commuters and political lead-
ers about a bill in the State Senate —
Senate Bill 3574 — that is aimed at
bringing one-seat rides into Manhat-
tan by requiring NJ Transit to inves-
tigate what it will take to implement
the one-seat ride on a full-time basis.
He called the one-seat commute “ab-
solutely paramount to the quality of
life” for Raritan Valley Line riders.
He said his group has worked with
transportation officials to have the
Portal Bridge that spans the
Hackensack River in Kearny and
Secaucus kept closed during peak
commuting hours and is also urging
NJ Transit to ensure that Raritan Val-
ley Line riders who change trains in
Newark to do so on the same plat-
form.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp
urged residents and commuters to
“keep the pressure on” NJ Transit to
re-establish the one-seat ride, saying

it would boost property values and
enhance economic development.

The bulk of Tuesday’s session con-
sisted of a briefing by Jerry Zaro,
chairman of the Gateway Develop-
ment Corp. that is overseeing the
multi-billion dollar Gateway project,
which involves building new rail tun-
nels and a new bridge over the
Hackensack River as well as rehabili-
tating the existing 108-year-old
Hudson River rail tunnels and ex-
panding Penn Station in Manhattan.

He called Gateway the “single most
necessary infrastructure project” in
the country and said the Northeast
Corridor — the “the busiest train cor-
ridor in the U.S.” — is the “lifeblood”
of the region. The Northeast Corri-
dor, it’s estimated, accounts for 20
percent of the nation’s Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) with 10 percent of
GDP dependent on transit between
New Jersey and New York.

Mr. Zaro described the aging bridge
and tunnels as “old, failing and caus-
ing delays almost daily,” and said the
current infrastructure was “not de-
signed for the amount of traffic they
now carry,” pointing out that the popu-
lation of the New York-New Jersey
metro area has more than tripled over
the past century since the bridge and
tunnels were built. “It’s long past
time for these two workhorses to re-
tire.” He said the region needs a “re-
liable, safe 21st century rail system.”

 He spoke of the flooding the tun-
nels suffered from Superstorm Sandy
in 2012 and said corrosion from the
salty sea water continues to affect the
tunnels today. Commuters, he said,
play “transit roulette” every day as
they bet that “two antiquated tubes”
will be functional and safe during
their commute into and out of New
York. Mr. Zaro lamented the condi-
tion of the Portal Bridge crossing the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Rec. Panel Discusses Camps,
Upcoming Programs

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Summer camp reg-
istration and upcoming events were
the prevalent topics at Tuesday
night’s recreation commission meet-
ing. The status of restroom renova-
tions at Forest Road Park and
LaGrande Park also was discussed.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky spoke about the restroom
renovations at Forest Road Park and
LaGrande Park. “There are new stalls
and a new floor. Hopefully, it will
take about six days total to be com-
pleted in late April, early May,” he
said.

Mr. Budiansky mentioned the con-
tinued success of the summer camp
program registration at LaGrande
and Forest Road Parks. He said there
were 1,025 campers registered as of
March 26. Mr. Budiansky said that
camp registration is still ongoing
and information is available on the
recreation commission’s website.

“There are more programs than
we have ever done before; there are
about 40 camps. Most end up run-

ning (in previous years) if there are
enough children registered. There
are 18 counselors hired in addition
to a few more part-time counselors,”
Mr. Budiansky said.

He said there is a summer camp
brochure that he submitted to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education but that has not been dis-
tributed yet.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will
be held at Forest Road Park on Sat-
urday, April 13, at 10 a.m. The rain
date is Saturday, April 20. Relay for
Life volunteers will be in attendance
and also will volunteer at the event.

Mr. Budiansky and commission
members approved a donation of
plastic Easter eggs and candy. Com-
mission member Bruce Zakarin told
the group, “we could always use
more prizes.” Any donations would
be appreciated, he said.

The summer Party in the Park event
will be held Tuesday, June 25, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., at LaGrande Park.
There is still discussion about the
movie that will be shown. Commis-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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750 Walnut Development
Could Mean Larger Classes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Class sizes could
be upwards of 30 to 40 students per
class, which is well over the maxi-
mum of 23 the district has set, ac-
cording to Superintendent of Schools
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., if 750 Walnut
Avenue was rezoned to make way
for 905 proposed apartments. In the
continuation of the planning board
hearing for the rezoning of 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, last Wednesday, the
school district superintendent and a
demographic consultant hired by the
district presented testimony.

Mr. Rubin gave a presentation on

the potential impact the 750 Walnut
Avenue development would have on
the Cranford public school district,
using a study conducted by Ross
Haber Associates, a demographic
consultant.

Ross Haber has projected 353 stu-
dents would be added to the school
district as a result of the proposal for
905 apartments at 750 Walnut Av-
enue by property owner Hartz Moun-
tain Industries. The additional stu-
dents would “overload,” Mr. Rubin
said, two elementary schools — Wal-
nut Avenue School and Livingston
Avenue School — then Hillside Av-
enue School at the middle-school
level.

The school district has an enroll-
ment of 3,864 students, with 532
employees and has eight buildings,
according to Mr. Rubin. Currently in
the district, “we are using all avail-
able space,” the superintendent said.
He further commented that some
rooms are being used for three or
four programs at the same time.

Ross Haber’s study projects a
greater number of students entering
the schools than the study presented
in January by the applicant, Hartz
Mountain’s planner Keenan Hughes.
Mr. Hughes projected 110 to 135
school children would be moving
into the 905 apartments. Mr. Hughes
used two different methodologies.
He took data from apartment com-
plexes in Cranford — Riverfront at
Cranford Station, Woodmont Sta-
tion at Cranford, and Cranford Cross-

ing, which are on the South Avenue
corridor in the downtown area. Mr.
Hughes also used a statewide Rutgers
study updated in November 2018
that focused on multi-family hous-
ing.

Mr. Haber said both the Riverfront
and the Woodmont developments are
located in a Transit Village. “In my
experience, transit villages yield very
few students,” he said.

The projected students from Ross
Haber is “greater than the current
enrollment of any Cranford elemen-
tary school,” Mr. Rubin noted.

In Ross Haber’s study, Mr. Haber
calculated that of the 353 students,
247 would be enrolled in grades K to
5; 71 in grades 6 to 8, and 35 in
grades 9 to 12.

The cost associated with taking on
the 353 students is greater than what
could be collected under the 2-per-
cent tax levy cap in the annual bud-
get, Mr. Rubin said. He said the
operational costs for the additional
353 students, not looking at con-
struction of buildings and other costs,
such as out-of-district students and
transportation, would be $5.6 mil-
lion.

Furthermore, he said the costs to
build a new school would be esti-
mated at about $50 million, and
added that he does not know where
open land to place the school would
be. He also said that if a new school
was built it would take years to come
to fruition. The school district gen-
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Stylish townhomes only two miles from downtown Westfield.

has requested four mobile data termi-
nals totaling $31,152 and an E-Ticket
technology system costing $11,728,
stated Mr. Tomkins.

The rescue squad has requested
$67,436 in capital requests in the
2019 budget. The squad requested a
Stryker Power-Load system for am-
bulance 579 for $44,855, stated Mr.
Tomkins. The squad requested
trunked portable radios to facilitate
interoperable communications on the
county P25 radio network totaling
$22,581.

The public works department re-
quested $264,000 in capital expendi-
tures, Mr. Tomkins said. A 20-yard
trash compactor was requested cost-
ing $195,000. He said public works
has sought a utility vehicle equipped
with a water tank and plow for
$38,000.

Additional utility-vehicle plow at-
tachments were requested for
$31,000, stated Mr. Tomkins.

No capital expenditures were offi-
cially approved. Any expected capi-
tal expenditures will be included in
the final budget introduction, Mr.
Tomkins said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE DEVELOPMENT ALONG ROUTE 28...Construction is well underway
for a 212-apartment, two-building development, “Meridia At Park Square,”
located along Route 28 at 610 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park on the
former site of Domani’s/Yesterday’s restaurant. It will also have commercial
space and a parking garage.  In addition, the Roselle Park Planning Board is in the
midst of hearing the application for a 415-apartment unit, two-building develop-
ment, called “Meridia Roselle Park,” at Westfeld Avenue and Chestnut Street.
The thoroughfare is the extension of North Avenue.

Hackensack River, noting that 11 per-
cent of time when it opens to allow
shipping traffic to cross underneath,
it fails to then properly close, causing
delays that can affect 80,000 people.
“It’s a disaster happening in slow
motion.”

 Commuters would gain “reliabil-
ity, resilience, redundancy and ca-
pacity” if a new bridge and new tun-
nels are built, Mr. Zaro said, and
would be a “boon” to the regional
economy.

He said New Jersey, New York and
Port Authority officials are “doing all
they can to move this project for-
ward” but are running into roadblocks
as they seek the necessary federal
funding to go along with the $1.4
billion already secured. He said fed-
eral assistance has been applied for
and environmental impact studies
have been completed. The Federal
Railroad Administration has already
approved the project, but the Federal
Transit Administration has yet to do
likewise. “We continue to wait on
Washington,” Mr. Zaro said, as he
expressed optimism that, with sev-
eral local Democrats now chairing
critical committees in the House of
Representatives, a greater push for
further funding can be made.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

One-Seat Ride

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOWNTOWN DIG...Two lots on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains have been cleared
to make way for the construction of a new bank building, the first significant
downtown construction project in years.

sion members agreed to put the in-
formation for the summer movie se-
ries on a postcard format as in previ-
ous years.

The commission’s next meeting
will be Tuesday, April 23, at 7 p.m.,
at LaGrande Park.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Rec.

eral fund budget for 2018-2019 was
about $65 million.

“It would create the type of bur-
den I don’t know how the district
will overcome,” Mr. Rubin said.

Mr. Haber in his calculations of
the impacts to the school district
modeled the average yield of similar
newly constructed, multi-family units
in communities in New Jersey that
have the same District Factor Group
(DFG), as well as similar quality of
community, quality of life, desirabil-
ity of the community, the quality of
the school district, the age of the
school district, and the housing turn-
over in the school district. In study-
ing the impacts of 750 Walnut Av-
enue, he compared Chatham Town-
ship, Madison, New Providence,
Westfield, Summit, Ridgewood,
Glen Ridge, Berkeley Heights and
Springfield.

He also asked questions of the
Cranford school district principals,
gathering data from them on each
school, and subsequently met with

each principal, and in his conclu-
sion, he said, “What I found is these
buildings are all fully utilized.” He
said expansion would need to oc-
cur and a neighborhood school built,
and, if not, then the class size would
need to increase, an end game that
would be “hurting the program,” he
said.

The school district’s business ad-
ministrator, Robert Carfagno, is to
testify at the next planning board meet-
ing, to be held Wednesday, April 3.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

750 Walnut Avenue

Westfield: Budget, PSE&G
High-Volt. Line Project

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — In a 7-to-1 vote,
the town council on Tuesday intro-
duced the 2019 municipal budget
which calls for a municipal tax levy
of $27,976,295. Taxes are to have a
zero percent tax increase with the
average assessed home, of
$795,159, has increased after the
town’s revaluation process; in 2018
the average was $181,931. The av-
erage residential taxes is $16,730.

The town has maintained
Westfield’s AAA bond rating,
Mayor Shelley Brindle said.

Total revenues have increased by
6 percent, total expenditures in-
creased by 2.32 percent and surplus
is targeted to be $9.5 million. About
$5 million in surplus funds have
been shifted to allow for the zero
percent increase in taxes, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said while
presenting the budget.

Finance Chair Linda Habgood
said the move of surplus funds was
given approvals by the town’s ac-
countant and its investment advisor
committee. Finance Committee
member Jo Ann Neylan voted
against the budget saying using sur-
plus to manage the budget is a “bad
trend.”

During public comment, the coun-
cil chambers was filled with people
opposing PSE&G’s plan to install
high voltage power lines along resi-
dential routes.

There will be a public meeting
regarding PSE&G’s project to in-
stall high voltage power lines on
Wednesday, April 10 at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

Some 1,900 signatures have been
garnered in a petition spearheaded
by Ed Kevelson, and a group
formed, No Monster Power Lines
Westfield, to oppose the high-volt-
age power lines in Westfield.

The residents were concerned
about the health and safety of their
children. The council was asked by
residents to find out if PSE&G has
the approval by the Board of Public
Utilities (BPU) to install these lines
in the routes proposed and if the
project is required to happen.

PSE&G wants to install the high-
voltage lines to power substations
and connect substations so if one
substation fails to provide the power
to homes, then homes will have
power provided from another sub-
station, PSE&G representatives had
said at a town council meeting a
month ago. These high-voltage
lines, or 69 kV, will be replacing
lower voltage lines, 26kV, that cur-
rently exist. “They are trying to con-
nect a substation from Scotch Plains
to one they are building on Walnut
Avenue in Cranford,” Mayor
Shelley Brindle said of this project
in Westfield. (As of a month ago,
PSE&G has not yet come to an
agreement to buy land at 750 Wal-
nut Avenue with the property owner.)

According to the PSE&G website,
this initiative is to be done through-
out the state. The originally pro-
posed route according to the website
is along Scotch Plains Avenue,
Shackamaxon Drive, Rahway Av-
enue, Grove Street, Central Avenue,
and Sycamore Street.

Resident Mona Purse who lives
on the route impacted by the PSE&G
project, said PSE&G “needs to do a
better job communicating this to
residents.” She said they have not
notified the residents.

The town council has been work-
ing with PSE&G to change their
plans.

Councilman Doug Stokes said,
“We have heard the route is going to
be changed but we don’t know what
that will be. … As a council we are
standing behind you.”

Mr. Kevelson said while some
residents are encouraged by the
council’s support others want more
details and fear that PSE&G will
move forward. Mayor Brindle had
noted that municipalities have “no
authority” over utilities. However,
Westfield does require them to come
before the full council before mov-
ing forward with any utility work.

Also, during public comment,
resident Walter Korfmacher urged
the council to eliminate its ordi-
nance that bans solar panels to be
installed on the front roof of houses.
He asked the town council to be “a
leader in the climate change fight.”
He asked the council to add solar
panels on municipal buildings and
parking lots and school buildings
where there are currently none. He
said at the schools in town that do
have solar panels that the schools
are seeing a savings in energy costs.
Solar panels also help to lower emis-
sions of fossil fuels, he said.

Councilman Frank Arena said,
“There goes the zero-percent tax
increase” and later stated climate
change is a “catch phrase.”

Councilwoman Mackey said the
council is looking into adding elec-
tric car charging stations in parking
lots, and solar options, as well as
“finding a balance on the home-
owner front” with the ordinance.

George Rizk, a resident in town,
who was recently denied a variance
request to install Tesla solar panels
on the front roof of his home, also
asked to overturn the ordinance. He
said the solar panels from Tesla are
designed to be aesthetically appeal-
ing.

Two town also voted 7-1 to change
the ordinance to allow for the sale
of alcohol take place at an earlier
time. The town council had changed
the ordinance recently to align the
start time with state guidelines, how-
ever in doing so had caused a local
retailer to push back the time it can
sell alcohol.

During the conference session, the
town council said it is asking residents
to fill out a survey on leaf collection—
https : / /www.westf ie ldnj .gov/
leafcollectionsurvey.

Also, the council said a meeting
will be held on Wednesday, April 3,
in the Community Room in Town
Hall for residents to give input on
the parks plan and master plan.

Borough Sees Significant
Increase in Tests Scores

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Chief
School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky, Ed.d, commended the
district’s teachers, staff and students,
at Tuesday’s board of education meet-
ing, for the significant increase in the
state standardized test known as the
Partnership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers
(PARCC). Deerfield School ranked
76th in the state with a score of 88.2
percent.

Additional details and data regard-
ing the results of the PARCC testing
will be shared at the Tuesday, April
30 board of education meeting.
PARCC assessments are aligned with
the Common Core State Standards
and are designed to measure student’s
ability to apply their knowledge of
concepts rather than simply memo-
rizing facts.

The board awarded Teacher/Sup-
port Staff of the Year Awards pursu-
ant to the Governors Teacher Recog-
nition Program to Janine Cardone,
Amanda Somers-Guerassio, Suan
Gerakaris, and Marilyn Nacci. Ms.
Cardone is a third-grade teacher at
Beechwood School who is also a long-
time resident of Mountainside whose
children are alumni of the
community’s schools. Ms. Somers-
Guerassio is the school psychologist
at Beechwood. Her colleagues de-
scribed Ms. Somers-Guerassio as an
essential member of the child study
team who is an asset to the school
community.

Ms. Gerakaris is a paraprofessional
at Deerfield who was described as
warm, caring and firm. Ms. Nacci is a
paraprofessional at Beechwood who
is committed to helping children suc-
ceed.

The Governor’s Teacher Recogni-
tion Program was established in 1985
to acknowledge educators who ex-
hibit outstanding performance. The
criteria for selection includes effec-
tive use of instructional techniques
and methods, a productive classroom
climate, rapport with students, and a
commitment to developing a love of
learning in students.

Ms. Lubarksy advised that the dis-
trict had received a $2,000 grant from
the Westfield Rake and Hoe Garden
Club. The funds will be used to create
an outdoor learning center at Deerfield
and a $5,000 grant from the Watts
Foundation to be used to purchase
curtains for the Deerfield School
stage. There will be a workshop on
safety and security for parents on
Monday, April 1 at 7:30 p.m., and in
the event there are no more winter
storms, the three unused snow days
will be used on April 22, May 24 and
May 28.

The PTO’s Spring Fling will be
held on Friday, March 29 at the Hilton
Garden Inn and will include a Tricky
Tray auction and a 50/50 raffle. A
portion of the proceeds from the raffle
will be used to establish a scholarship
in honor of Meghan Crilly, a teacher
who was killed in a hit and run acci-
dent earlier this year.

The board conducted a first read-
ing of the State Department of
Education’s guidelines on transgender
students. The state guidelines say
school districts must allow
transgender students to use the facili-
ties and participate in sports or activi-
ties, which are gender segregated,
and consistent with the gender the
student identifies with. The guide-
lines leave open the option to use a
unisex bathroom and include a re-
quirement that transgender students
are addressed by the name and pro-
noun they chose, regardless of a legal
name change. In addition, a student
does not need parental consent and
school districts are not obligated to
notify parents of a student’s gender
expression or identify.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Michelle Plum
expressed concern over turnover in
the position of assistant superinten-
dent of special education, noting that
Christine Orozco had served in the
position for less than two years be-
fore being replaced by Anne Cook
earlier this month. Board members
assured Ms. Plum and the public that
staffing decisions are a thought-in-
tensive process and that Ms. Cook
knows the community’s schools and
students since she has been a member
of the testing team for many years.
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Call today to set up your private tour. 
877-395-1715

Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community 

Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy maintenance-free
living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities to encourage a robust
social calendar and good friends to share great times with. After all, living
well is the best kind of wellness.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.”

 

    ways
        to live well.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Welcome Wednesdays
Open House

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Arrest Made In Death Of
35-Yr. Old Fanwood Woman

COUNTY — A 39-year-old Lin-
den man has been arrested in the
death of a Fanwood woman in Janu-
ary as she was crossing a street in
Linden.

At a press conference held last
Wednesday, Union County Acting
Union County Prosecutor Michael A.
Monahan said Ibn Collins, 39, has
been charged with first-degree aggra-
vated manslaughter, first-degree death
by auto while driving while intoxi-
cated within 1,000 feet of a school,
second-degree hindering apprehen-
sion, and fourth-degree tampering
with evidence in connection with the
death of 35-year-old Meghan Crilly
of Fanwood.

Ms. Crilley, a second-grade teacher
at Beechwood Elementary School in
Mountainside, was struck at 1:55 a.m.
by a vehicle traveling south on Wood
Avenue in the area of St. Georges
Avenue. The vehicle then fled travel-
ing south on North Wood Avenue,
according to authorities. She had been
out with friends when she was struck.

A joint investigation by the Union
County Homicide Task Force and the
Linden Police Department Traffic
Bureau revealed that just before 2 a.m.
on January 20, Ms. Crilly and three
friends were crossing North Wood
Avenue at its intersection with St.
Georges Avenue (Route 27) in Linden
when Collins, driving a red 2015 Jeep
Grand Cherokee, struck her with his
vehicle, according to Union County
Assistant Prosecutor Colleen Ruppert,
who is prosecuting the case.

The investigation later revealed that
Collins had been drinking on his birthday
at a Kenilworth bar before driving back to
Linden that night, Ms. Ruppert said.

Authorities said Collins did not slow
down or stop following the impact, but
continued through the intersection.

Ms. Crilly sustained multiple seri-
ous injuries as a result including spi-
nal damage, a broken pelvis, a broken
ankle, and a broken tibia, according
to a GoFundMe page setup to raise
funds for the family to pay for her
medical bills.  Over $59,000 was
raised by 850 donors, according to
GoFundMe.

She was pronounced dead at a local
hospital 11 days after she was struck.

“It’s abundantly clear from the out-
pouring of support the victim’s fam-
ily has received that Meghan was an
extraordinarily beloved daughter, sis-
ter, friend, and teacher,” Mr. Monahan
said. “While this arrest doesn’t bring
her back, we believe it is a first step
toward securing the justice Meghan
and her loved ones deserve.”

Collins has charged with hindering
and tampering with evidence because
the investigation further revealed that
he leveraged his employment at a
Westfield auto body shop to hide his
vehicle following the accident, and
also to order replacement parts repair
it there in an attempt to conceal his
responsibility for the crime.

He was arrested March 18 and
lodged in the Union County jail pend-
ing a first appearance and detention
hearing, that were tentatively sched-
uled for March  25. The prosecution
has filed a motion to have Collins
detained prior to trial due to the seri-
ousness of the charges and other fac-
tors, authorities said.

Anyone with information about this
incident is being urged to contact
Sergeant Johnny Ho at (908) 403-
8271 or  Detective Hartsfield at (908)
451-1873 at the Prosecutor’s Office.

“This case, like so many others, is
tragic. Meghan’s death was a hun-
dred percent preventable, and drivers
need to know that we will pursue
them and hold them accountable to
the fullest extent possible,” Linden
Police Chief David Hart said.

Convictions on charges of this na-
ture are commonly punishable by up
to 30 years in state prison, according
to the prosecutor’s office.

In addition to her Huskie, Louie, Ms.
Crilley is survived by parents, Ann and
Tom; her brother Brett Beris and sister-
in-law Janet, her sister Jennifer Bilgrav
and brother-in-law Paul; nieces and
nephews and her boyfriend, Nick
D’Amico.

The family has requested tha con-
tributions be made in memory of
Meghan to the Sharing Network Foun-
dation, 691 Central Avenue, New
Providence, N.J. 07974 or to the As-
sociated Humane Society, 2960
Shafto Road, Tinton Falls, N.J. 07753.

Ibn Collins

Freeholders Complete
Hearings on Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holders’ fiscal affairs committee  last
week held the last of three meetings with
department heads regarding the $491-
million county executive budget, which
includes a proposed tax levy of $368.2
million.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi presented her business of-
fice budget of $2,496,139, which in-
cludes salaries of $2,254,139.

Ms. Rajoppi noted that the record-
ing division of the clerk’s office
brought in $42 million in recording
and real estate transfer fees in 2018.
That total, she noted, is $2 million
below 2018 revenues. She said 46
percent of revenues raised by the re-
cording division goes to the state,
with the balance, $9 million in 2018,
to Union County.

The county clerk’s business office
saw revenues top $770,000, the high-
est in the history of the office, Ms.
Rajoppi said. She said an increase in
passport fees resulted in a $136,700
increase in revenues from passport
applications.

The election division proposed
budget for 2019 is $1.4 million,
$113,000 over the 2018 adopted bud-
get, of which $154,409 is for salaries.
Another $1.2 million is budgeted for
other expenses, which Ms. Rajoppi
attributed mostly to printing ballots
per the increase in Vote By Mail bal-
lots in addition to official, sample and
provisional ballots.

She said changes in the state law
regarding Vote By Mail ballots re-
quire multiple mailings of letters to
voters who received those ballots to
opt out in future elections. Ms.
Rajoppi said the cost of mailing those
letters combined with the increase in
printing and mailing costs for Vote
By Mail ballots themselves has sig-
nificantly increased her printing costs.
Ms. Rajoppi said the special enve-
lopes for those ballots are especially
expensive to produce. She said an op-
out letter was mailed to 10,000 voters
in early March who received Vote By
Mail ballots for the 2018 General
Election as required by state law.

Also, she said an increased num-
bers voters who received Vote By
Mail ballots are showing up at polling
places causing voters to cast provi-
sional ballots, thus raising the print-
ing cost for provisional ballots. Pro-
visional ballots are used if a voter’s
name does not appear in the polling
book or if they received a Mail-In
Ballot at home. This is done to ensure

a voter doesn’t vote twice.
Union County First Assistant Pros-

ecutor Albert Cernadas presented a
$24,199,583 budget which includes
salaries of $22,494,583, an amount
that is $269,573 over last year’s
adopted budget, but $2.1 million over
what was spent on salaries in 2018.
The overall office’s budget is up
$224,575 over last year.

The office’s other expenses line item
is $855,000, part of which, Mr. Cernadas
said, includes transcripts in other lan-
guages which he said can be expensive.

County Counsel Robert Barry pre-
sented $1,889,806 budget for the
counsel’s office, representing a slight
$18,973 increase over last year’s
adopted budget, but $257,200 over what
was actually spent in 2018. He said the
office handled 124 new tort claims and
122 lawsuits against the county in 2018.
The office also collected $107,000 in
bail forfeitures in 2018.

The county adjuster’s office also is
under the county counsel department.
That office handles hearings for in-
voluntary commitments of county
residents to mental institutions as well
as mental health background reports
for persons applying for gun permits.
A total of 2,937 consents for mental
health reports for firearm applica-
tions were processed in 2018.

The county adjuster’s 2019 budget
request is $437,671, an amount that is
$41,000 over last year’s budget.

Join Us!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY

at Lantern Hill

Get an inside look at 
vibrant retirement living 
in New Providence. 

Come and tour our beautiful 

campus and maintenance-

free homes. Experience 

top-notch amenities and 

discover dozens of exciting 

clubs, classes, and activities.

Sunday, 
March 31, 2019

1:00 p.m.
535 Mountain Avenue

New Providence, NJ 07974

Call 
1-800-208-1976
for more information 

and directions.

Bring Your Friends and Family!

New Providence  |  LanternHillCommunity.com13
41
06
86

This event will not include a formal 

marketing presentation, but sales associates 

will be on hand to answer your questions.

Bramnick: Drug Dealers
Shouldn’t Get Off Hook
TRENTON – Assembly Republi-

can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) last week voiced
serious concerns with letting con-
victed drug dealers caught with five
pounds of marijuana more easily clear
their record.

“Only in New Jersey would they
expunge a drug dealer’s record for some-
thing that still remains a crime,” said
Mr. Bramnick. “It’s outrageous that
Trenton would expunge a drug dealer’s
criminal background in an effort to gain
enough votes for legalization.”

Mr. Bramnick also said it was unfair
that the vote to expand medical mari-
juana is being held hostage unless the
recreational marijuana bill is passed.

“There is no good reason that pa-
tients should have to wait for better
care until recreational marijuana is
legalized,” Mr. Bramnick said.

The state Senate pulled the recre-
ational marijuana bill on Monday af-
ter failing to gain enough support to
pass the measure.

MUCH NEEDED GRANT...The Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad has re-
ceived a $4,000 grant from the Junior League of Summit, Inc. for the purchase
of digital radios that will be compatible with other communications systems used
by first responders in Summit and the surrounding area. The grant will help
offset the total cost of a $140,000 upgrade from analog equipment to digital
radios.

Scotch Plains Announces
NJ Local Gov. Week Events
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Town-

ship of Scotch Plains will be joining
municipalities across New Jersey in
celebrating NJ Local Government
Week from April 7 to April 13.

“New Jersey Local Government
Week is an opportunity to engage
our residents and help them become
more informed about the many ser-
vices we provide, while celebrating
the importance and work of local
government,” said Mayor Al Smith.
“We are excited about participating
in NJ Local Government Week and
hope to engage students, residents,
business owners, and senior citizens
in our upcoming events.”

Below is a list of events planned for
the week so far. Please check
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/ for updates.

Tuesday, April 9, Coffee with Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler (Open
to all Scotch Plains residents and the
public). Get to know your council-
woman and ask questions about town-
ship issues.

Location: Massa Roman Square
Pizzaand Italian Specialties, 405 Park
Avenue, 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.;

Wednesday, April 10, Business/Eco-
nomic Development Roundtable (Open
to all Scotch Plains business owners).
Mayor Smith and Deputy Mayor Josh
Losardo will answer questions from
business owners regarding business and
economic development issues.

Location: Scotch Plains Town Hall,
Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,

6 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 11, Scotch Plains

Town Hall Open House/Tour (Open
to all Scotch Plains residents/public).

Mayor Smith and Councilman Roc
White will lead a public tour of Town
Hall departments and answer questions.

Location: Scotch Plains Town Hall,
430 Park Avenue, 3 to 5 p.m.

NJ Local Government Week, spon-
sored by the New Jersey State League
of Municipalities, is a weeklong cel-
ebration that raises awareness about
the importance of municipal govern-
ment and its daily impact on residents.

Car Insurance Policy
Disclosure Limit Bill
Clears State Senate

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), which would re-
quire car insurers to disclose policy
limits under certain circumstances,
cleared the state Senate on Monday.

The bill, S-2429, would provide
that an insurer who receives a request
for disclosure of the policy limits
must provide them in writing within
30 days from receipt of the request.

The bill would set certain param-
eters for the disclosure requests, in-
cluding that it must be submitted in
writing.

This bill was released from the
Senate by a vote of 27-9.
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ACCIDENTS &

PERSONAL

INJURY LAW

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com

CALL

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

908-322-7000
Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.

John C. Rodriguez, Esq.
Gary J. Grabas, Esq.

Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.
Gavin Handwerker, Esq.

Brian J. Trembley, Esq.
Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.

Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.
Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.
Stephen A. Satkin, Esq.

Wade Suthard, Esq.

CONTROVERSIAL PROJECT...Councilman Mark LoGrippo walks Westfield’s
Third Ward over the weekend with concerned residents Mark Ciasco, Candice
Norris and Mike Domogala regarding the proposed PSE&G project.

Senate Cancels Vote on
Recreation Marijuana

Mayor Explains Borough
Budget Process to Residents

 By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
hosted the second “Breaking Down
the Budget” meeting last Wednesday
evening, providing residents with in-
sight into the budget process.

Finance Committee Chairman and
Council President Marc Lazarow said
the budget process consists of receiv-
ing public feedback, prioritizing
needed borough capital expenditures
and protecting the taxpayer. Mr.
Lazarow said the goal is always “to
provide the most resources and ser-
vices” at the lowest possible cost to
residents.

The proposed 2019 budget has the
second lowest municipal tax increase
in 18 years, amounting to a $35 tax
increase per every $103,000 of as-
sessed home value, explained Mayor
Todisco. Since 2017, “a visible
downward trend” has been seen on
Garwood’s percentage of the total
tax levy, stated Mayor Todisco.

As a councilwoman, Mayor
Todisco chaired the finance com-
mittee. She said the goal is to “keep
the trend going” by reducing the
municipal tax burden on residents.
The 2017 total amount of taxes in the
borough was $18,053,385. The total
levy includes four separate entities:
municipal, school district, county and
library, said Mayor Todisco. In 2017,
33.7 percent of each Garwood tax
dollar supported the municipality’s
portion of the total tax levy.

In 2018, 32.88 percent of each tax
dollar serviced the municipality’s
portion of the total tax levy
($18,239,668).

The finance committee was chal-
lenged with “major cost increases”
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority ($51,000 increase) and
municipal recycling costs ($48,000
increase), Mr. Lazarow said.

The municipal court saw a $25,000
decrease in revenue in 2018, stated
Mr. Lazarow. However, the finance
committee has worked to make the
recreation complex “self-sustaining”
and has “doubled the available capital
funds” from $15,000 to $30,000, stated
Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock.

Mr. Lazarow said the borough’s
revaluation will be completed by
2020. He said the $140,000 total cost
will be paid over five years with
$28,000 in principal and $4,200 in
interest paid per year by the borough.

Mayor Todisco initiated a Citizens
Advisory Panel after being sworn into
office in January. The panel has seven
volunteer members selected based on

Marks, Pappas Announce
Candidacies for Assembly

their wide range of professional and
life experiences, stated Mayor
Todisco. Members’ ages range from
28 to 90 years old.

Mayor Todisco said the advisory
panel has met four times thus far in
2019. The panel is charged with main-
taining resident feedback on borough
affairs and public initiatives.

Councilwoman Blumenstock said
the panel provides resident insight,
which gives a diverse perspective
when the council “makes decisions
on different issues.”

The Citizens Advisory Panel was
present during the “ladder truck” dem-
onstration. Panel members unani-
mously supported the $1.1-million
ladder truck purchase, Mayor Todisco
said. The fire department has re-
quested the truck for more than 10
years, the mayor said.

Councilman and Fire Department
Committee Chairman Richard
McCormack brought the ladder truck
to the council’s attention upon realiz-
ing 26 properties, both commercial
and privately-owned, cannot be
reached during an emergency by the
department’s current equipment.

Mr. McCormack said one site is the
top of Lincoln School.

Additional capital requests include
an emergency management vehicle
($35,000), updated police vehicle com-
puter systems ($33,000) and a street
sweeper ($275,000), stated Mr.
Lazarow. The police vehicle com-
puter systems are operating “Win-
dows 7,” which will be technologi-
cally obsolete within a year, he said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the
borough’s street sweeper is equip-
ment which has been requested by
residents on the advisory panel and
throughout the borough for “quite
some time now.”

The budget will be finalized and
sent for state review today, March 28,
Councilman Lazarow said. The bud-
get will be officially adopted on Tues-
day, April 30.

Martin Marks

Watson Coleman Statement
On Legalizing Marijuana

Measure Creates State
Income Tax Deduction
For Charitable Giving
TRENTON — Legislation sponsored

by Senate Republican Minority Leader
Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield) that would
provide a boost to state charities, offer
relief to taxpayers, and increase support
for communities in need has been ap-
proved by the New Jersey Senate. The
bill, S-2179, creates a state income tax
deduction for contributions made to quali-
fied New Jersey-based charities.

Mr. Kean noted that New Jersey’s non-
profits would receive approximately $30 in
donations for every dollar the state loses in
income tax revenues.

Harris Pappas
Bramnick: New Jersey
Has Worst Bus. Climate

TRENTON – New Jersey has the
worst business climate in the region.

“New Jersey lost 9,300 private sec-
tor jobs last month because of tax
madness,” said Assembly Republican
Minity Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield). “The national economy
achieved job growth, but our numbers
haven’t been this bad since 2011.”

New Jersey’s taxes are higher than
any other in the region including New
York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-
land, Massachusetts and Connecticut.

“We have the highest taxes in re-
gion and it’s an absolute disaster for
job growth,” said Mr. Bramnick.
“New Jersey has the highest income,
corporate, sales and property taxes in
the region. We are higher than our
neighboring states and we are losing
jobs because of it. Stop the madness.”

TRENTON — Martin Marks of
Cranford and Harris Pappas of Spring-
field have announced their candida-
cies for New Jersey General Assem-
bly in the General Election to be held
Monday, November 4.

Mr. Marks, a dentist, is the former
mayor of Scotch Plains where he
served on the township council for 12
years from 1997-2008. Mr. Pappas,
an independent insurance broker
served on the Springfield Township
Committee from 1992 to 1994, is
experienced having held several se-
nior level positions in both state and
county governments in New Jersey
over several decades. Both Mr. Marks
and Mr. Pappas will run under the
Conservative banner in the General
Election.

The District 21 Assembly seats have
been occupied by incumbent Repub-
lican Assembly members Jon
Bramnick and Nancy Munoz. Mr.
Bramnick has served as the Republi-
can Minority Leader in the Assembly.

“It is a shame that someone like Jon
Bramnick who is viewed as a Repub-
lican leader in our state has gone out
of his way to attack a sitting Republi-
can President and his supporters,”
Mr. Marks said in his announcement
press release. “If he cannot be sup-
portive of a Republican President,
Mr. Bramnick should have just kept
silent. I wish he would have spent as
much time assailing the extraordinar-
ily liberal policies of Governor (Phil)
Murphy as he has going after Donald
Trump. By publicly proclaiming him-
self a ‘moderate,’ Mr. Bramnick is
simply thumbing his nose at the Con-
servative New Jersey voters who make
up a sizeable bloc of Republicans in
this state. I intend to give a voice to
the Conservative voters of the 21st
District.”

Mr. Pappas added, “Throughout this
campaign we will point out the endless
occasions where Bramnick and Munoz
have refused to stand up for the con-
servative principles that are hallmarks
of the Republican Party. Perhaps the
most egregious slap in the taxpayers
face was when they were facilitators of
the 23 cent per gallon increase in our
gas tax. Jon Bramnick championed
the passage of the tax increase and
voted in favor.

“Nancy Munoz refused to vote at
all after previously voting yes for the
gas tax several months earlier. Even
worse is the fact that revenue from the
gas tax hike didn’t meet expectations,
and was automatically boosted an-
other 4.3 cents per gallon just last
year. This tax is likely to continue to
spike upward for years to come. With
the additional billions of dollars in
new revenue earmarked for our trans-
portation infrastructure, why are our
roads now in their worst condition
ever? This is simply unacceptable by
any reasonable standard.”

Both candidates said they are eager to
meet the voters of the 21st District and
offer a real alternative to the “Murphy
Democrat Tax and Spend Machine,”
according to the press release.

TRENTON — State lawmakers
pulled a bill that would legalize mari-
juana in the state after failing to gain
enough votes to pass, according to
published reports.

“This fight is not over. We need to
learn from this experience and con-
tinue to move forward,” State Senate
President Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) said. “While this legisla-
tion is not advancing today, I remain
committed to its passage. The Senate
was very close to 21 votes and, with

more education and advocacy, I be-
lieve we will get this legislation across
the finish line.”

A insidernj.com report indicated
that 18 of the 40 Senators would
yes on Senate Bill No. 2703.
Among the no votes are Essex
County Senators Ron Rice (D-28th,
Newark) and Dick Codey (D-27th,
Roseland), both Democrats. The
legislation was likely to pass in the
Assembly with between 41 and 43
“yes” votes.

WASHINGTON, D.C.  –  Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton) issued a statement
on March 20 on proposals in the New
Jersey State Assembly and Senate to
legalize recreation marijuana. State
lawmakers pulled the legislation on

Monday due to a lack of votes to pass
the measure. The Congresswoman’s
statement is as follows:

“The criminalization of marijuana
has done real damage to lives, families
and whole communities among people
of color in this country. When it comes
to drug use and addiction, we have
frequently and mistakenly used the
criminal justice system with black and
brown people, while seeking treat-
ment, leniency and healthcare for white
users...Marijuana use is the same be-
tween black and white Americans, yet
Black people are nearly four times
more likely to be arrested — and with
that arrest, they suddenly face conse-
quences like losing eligibility for af-
fordable housing, access to jobs, and
even financial aid for college.

“The inclusion of expungement
mechanisms for low-level marijuana
offenses will help hundreds of thou-
sands of New Jerseyans regain access
to critical tools that will allow them to
achieve economic security, and the
path to vacated convictions provided
in this measure will finally address the
circumstances of thousands of people
serving sentences for low-level mari-
juana offenses. This (New Jersey’s)
legislation is the nation’s most com-
prehensive effort to correct the years
of well-documented bias in marijuana
enforcement. I’m proud to once again
point to our state as a model for social
justice measures across the country,
and look forward to seeing this mea-
sure become law.”
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Pointe At Garwood Residents Petition
Westfield For Ice Rink Relief

Now that the ice hockey season has
come to a close at Gumbert Park, it
might be easy to let this well inten-
tioned experiment melt away with the
snow. The residents of The Pointe at
Garwood, however, hope the Recre-
ation Commission and Town Council
will listen to their concerns, as ex-
pressed in a petition signed by 68
Pointe residents and circulated to both
the Commission and Town Council
members.

The petition states, “We the under-
signed residents of The Pointe at
Garwood, respectfully request that
the Westfield Ice Rink be relocated to
a more appropriate location for next
season. The Pointe is a townhouse/
condominium community of 44
homes for 55+ residents located di-
rectly across the street from the en-
trance to the hockey rink (approxi-
mately 75 feet away). We have en-
dured excessive noise and traffic (in-
cluding idling vehicles) on a daily
basis and well beyond dusk, when the
park historically closed in the winter.
In addition, the site resembles a con-

struction zone, with ugly trailers, chain
link fencing, dirty ice/snow discarded
on the property, and delivery and
maintenance vehicles at all hours. It
neither beautifies nor enhances this
park property.

Many if not most of us are from
Westfield and chose to stay in the area
and to support a vibrant community
and downtown. We have grown chil-
dren and grandchildren who are
Westfield residents. Please under-
stand, we encourage the town to con-
tinue to provide a local ice rink. None-
theless, please relocate it to a more
appropriate location! Such a business
– and it is indeed a business – does not
belong on a Green Acres park in a
residential neighborhood.”

This experiment began the end of
September and as of now is still a
daily nightmare for us, certainly last-
ing far longer than the four months
the rink was in operation.

Christine Spear
President, The Pointe at Garwood

Board of Trustees
Garwood

Forty Percent of N.J. Voters Are
Disenfranchised From Elections

Many Women Do Not Even Know
They Are Pregnant Before Six Weeks

Mount Laurel After 50 Years
Almost a half century now since Ethel

Lawrence, 62 years old in 1969, and then
living in Mount Laurel organized an ef-
fort to petition Mount Laurel’s zoning
board to allow the development of an
affordable-apartment complex.

“Black” students are most segregated
in the Northeast. New York is one of the
most segregated states for black students.
Sixty-five years after the Brown v. Board
of Education students in the most racially
diverse states like California and New
York are in some of most segregated
schools and New Jersey ranks sixth  for
black students and seventh for Latino
students.

Sixty-five years later Christie, the NJ
legislature and the GOP are still fighting
for apartheid here. What has happened
here in New Jersey during this time – ? In
our town we’ve seen a tremendous re-
lease of land to developers building
“luxury” single-family homes; we’ve seen
apartment buildings go up, but with rents
unaffordable for the lower middle class
and the poor. We’ve seen homelessness
increase over 100,000 in the last year.

We have continuing lack of interest by
our town councils in moving commuters
to the railroad by simple trolley service,
which would circle our neighborhoods
picking up workers which would free up
probably all of the parking at the railroads
for other purposes; and eliminate the need
for homeowners to own cars to be left at
the RR all day.

The railroads have continued to dete-
riorate in service, quality and condition –

but fares and parking fees are constantly
hiked – making it more difficult for com-
muters to reach New York City. And this
is all despite the awareness of Global
Warming by our scientists going back to
the Industrial Revolution, the oil industry
to 1948, according to their documents,
and the public being made aware in 1957
when the Global Warming model was
shown to the public.

History of the Mount Laurel Deci-
sion; From 1999 to 2015, COAH failed
to establish affordable-housing quotas
and guidelines for municipalities, so the
Supreme Court ordered the state court to
take over that responsibility.

As a result, municipalities around the
state submitted draft affordable-housing
plans to the courts, outlining how they
will meet their obligations. Municipali-
ties around the state filed in Superior
Court for certification, which would pro-
tect them from builders remedy lawsuits.
The Cherry Hill-based Fair Share Hous-
ing Center intervened in cases where it
believed adequate affordable housing
wasn’t provided or planned.

To date, 90 towns around the state –
including 10 in Burlington County – have
reached out-of-court settlements with the
Fair Share Housing Center. In those settle-
ments, they agree to make thousands of
additional low- and moderate-income
housing units available by 2025.

It’s time [To get it done].

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

The most interesting part of Stephen
DeFelice’s anti-abortion screed
(March 21) is what he omits. First, a
little background. The Supreme
Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision
allows abortions up to about 24 weeks,
or later IF the pregnancy presents a
severe risk to the health or life of the
woman, or IF the fetus has a fatal
condition and is not viable.

Only 1.3 percent of all abortions in
the United States occur during or
after week 21. After 24 weeks, the
number is less than 1 percent. Most
neuroscientists agree that the fetus
does not feel pain until after 24 weeks,
and the fetal brain does not display
regular wave patterns during
electroencephalography (EEG) until
week 25. A heartbeat at six or seven
weeks does not confer personhood
upon or guarantee the future viability

of a fetus.
Dr. DeFelice proposes an abortion

limit of less than eight weeks, based
upon, in his words, emotion, public
opinion and politics. Several very
conservative “red” states have en-
acted limits of six weeks. Many
women do not even know they are
pregnant before six weeks. These
same states also erect hurdles and
barriers to abortion, such as 72-hour
waiting periods and closed clinics.
These six-week limits obviously vio-
late Roe v. Wade.

As a physician, Dr. DeFelice surely
knows the facts about pregnancy and
fetal development. Unfortunately, he
resorts to scare tactics, hyperbole and
religion to support his extreme anti-
choice position.

John Cantilli
Cranford

I am one of the 2.4 million indepen-
dent voters in New Jersey. Indepen-
dents outnumber both the Democrats
and the Republicans here, yet we are
excluded from the primaries and
locked out of the most important elec-
toral decisions in our state. That means
a whopping 40 percent of NJ voters
are effectively disenfranchised.

Political scientists say that we are
just “leaners”; closeted Democrats
and Republicans. In truth, we are
people of all stripes who want to vote
for the best candidates and policies,
regardless of party label. We elected
President Obama, President Trump
and even Senator Menendez.

Over the summer, the largest sur-
vey of independent voters nationally
was conducted. I helped to coordi-
nate the survey in NJ where 83 per-
cent said they wanted to see the pri-
maries open to independents without
requiring us to affiliate with a politi-
cal party and 87 percent believed the
debates should be nonpartisan. Over
80 percent are unhappy our tax dol-
lars are being spent to administer

elections that exclude us. Things don’t
have to remain this way.

The Supreme Court has established
the Democratic and Republican Par-
ties’ right to open their primaries to
independent voters. A national orga-
nization, Independent Voting, is lead-
ing the effort to open the 2020 presi-
dential primaries to independents. It
is estimated that in 2016, over 25
million voters were excluded because
the primaries were closed to indepen-
dents in their state. As part of this
effort, New Jersey Independent Vot-
ers (“NJIV”) has reached out to
Democratic Party Chair John Currie
to discuss this matter. We will be
reaching out to Republican Chair
Doug Steinhardt and other leaders in
New Jersey. Our effort to bring all of
New Jersey citizens into the voting
booth and political decision making
in our state is open to all readers who
want our democracy to include all
citizens of voting age.

Sue Davies
Jersey City

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Taupe – A dark, brownish gray
2. Tachydromian – Any of a family of

wading birds related to the plovers
3. Harborough – A lodging or inn
4. Sannup – A male American Indian

who is married

VIBEX
1. In botany, a slender and elastic shoot
2. Any of stiff hairs growing in or near

the nostrils used for touch, such as whis-
kers

3. Discolored spot or blotch of the skin
due to a subcutaneous effusion of blood

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
GIALLOLINO

1. A piece of jewelry decorated with
imitations of flowers in precious stones

2. Naples yellow pigment
3. An Italian licorice liquor
4. An Italian boy dressed in clown’s

clothing
TRIGO

1. Wheat
2. A three-horse carriage
3. Ringworm
4. A passageway or opening

GENICULATE
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. To form joints or bend like a joint
3. To give birth; to procreate
4. To force or drive out; expel

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Community Displays of Unity Can
Hopefully Help Deter Bias Crimes

Will New Developments Create
Gridlock on North, South Aves.?

The devastating attacks on two mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand, on March 15 were the
latest in a recent string of bias crimes targeting
specific race or religious groups around the world,
including here in the United States. Within just the
past few years our nation has witnessed several mass
shootings at houses of worship, along with numer-
ous hate-based assaults on individuals and property.

Once again, local residents came together in the
wake of the tragedy in a show of solidarity with the
people of New Zealand, as well as with those of all
faiths who collectively make up the fabric of our
own communities.

In Westfield, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Asso-
ciation sponsored a vigil March 19 honoring the 50
lives lost at the New Zealand mosques, as well as the
scores of others wounded. Through spoken word,
song and a spirit of unity, the interfaith crowd
showed its support for the victims and its abhorrence
for such acts of hate.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium also last
week expressed its support for the New Zealand
victims and denounced ideologies of hate that propel
these violent incidents. “We stand firmly against
hate; against the idea that bringing down another is
a way to lift oneself up,” the group stated in a letter
published in last week’s editions of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Our communities likewise expressed sorrow and
outrage following the massacre last October at the

Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pa., which
claimed 11 lives; the racially-motivated killing of
nine congregants at the Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, S.C., in 2015, and other such travesties.

We also have responded as an interfaith body to
bias crimes here at home, such as when a rally was
organized last fall to protest the anti-Semitic, racial
and other offensive graffiti discovered on an exterior
wall of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Simi-
lar incidents also had been reported at schools in
Westfield.

These public displays of unity send a highly-
visible message, to those who may have dangerous
agendas and hope to connect with like-minded
individuals, that prejudice and hate will not be
tolerated within our communities. However, we
need to regularly bolster that message through
educational forums and activities, especially for
the benefit of our young people, and to be aware of
hate messages being transmitted on social media
platforms and elsewhere.

Bias crimes have been directed against, and con-
tinue to impact, all cultural, religious and ethnic
populations. They occur in urban and suburban
settings, along the entire socio-economic spectrum,
and within all political climates. We therefore all
bear a responsibility to remain vigilant to bias in its
many forms, and to maintain a community environ-
ment where hate cannot establish even the smallest
foothold.

Anyone commuting to work, or to drop off or
pick up kids from school or after-school programs,
in the local area during peak travel hours will tell
you traffic has been getting much worse in the past
few years. With the amount of developments com-
ing into the area, the fear is not just traffic gridlock,
but whether this presents potential delays for our
firefighters, emergency medical service and police
personnel in response times to emergencies.

The reason many people moved to the area is
because of the nice housing stock, quality schools
and downtown shopping districts. They did not
likely come here to see three- and four-story, high-
density housing developments, crowded roadways
and possibly 40 kids per classroom. The latter was
reported by Cranford Superintendent of Schools
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., at last week’s planning board
hearing on the Hartz Mountain application for 905
apartments at 750 Walnut Avenue on the Cranford
border with Clark. Another 225-apartment, three-
building development is going in on Birchwood
Avenue.

Next to Cranford, the Borough of Garwood is
seeing 371 housing units (298 apartments and 73
townhomes) being constructed on the former Casale
Sheet Metal and Petro Plastics industrial sites along
South Avenue. Another 124 apartments are pro-

posed for the former Paperboard industrial site on
North Avenue.

According to the United States Census Bureau,
the South Avenue developments, known as Russo 1
and 2 as Russo Development is the developer,
would account for 15 percent of residential proper-
ties, the Paperboard site development representing
6 percent, existing rental properties accounting for
37 percent, and homeowner properties at 42 per-
cent.

Another 212-apartment, two-building develop-
ment, “Meridia At Park Square,” is under construc-
tion at 610 West Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park
on the former site of Domani’s/Yesterday’s restau-
rant. And a six-story, 415-apartment, two-building
development called “Meridia Roselle Park,” at
Westfield Avenue and Chestnut Street, currently is
before the Roselle Park Planning Board. Westfield
Avenue is the extension of North Avenue.

In our view, a regional planning approach is
needed, as having this many developments along
the North and South Avenue corridors could cause
a serious problem should an emergency arise. Will
North and South Avenues need to be widened to
handle the increased volume of vehicles?

Is this area of Union County just going to become
one large city?

Fanwood
Fanwood invites residents to an

important Town Hall meeting on Tues-
day, April 2 to present information
and answer questions about the up-
coming Property Revaluation Pro-
gram. Like 32 other municipalities in
the state, Fanwood has been directed
to conduct a revaluation of residen-
tial and commercial properties. The
last revaluation was done 32 years
ago.

Other Union County towns that
have completed or are in the process
of doing revaluations are Garwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park and
Westfield. The Revaluation must be
completed by October 2019. Infor-
mation about the Property Revalua-
tion Program is available on the bor-
ough website under Taxes,
www.fanwoodnj.org

The Town Hall meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. in the Forest Road Park
Building, 200 Forest Park Road.

News Clips

Union County
 Union County Clerk Joanne

Rajoppi reminds candidates for
elected office to be aware of upcom-
ing petition deadlines and filing pro-
cedures. For the June 4 primary, the
Democratic and Republican candi-
dates for countywide office -- Free-
holder and Surrogate -- must file their
petitions with my office by 4 p.m. on
April 1, said Ms. Rajoppi.

Democratic and Republican candi-
dates for municipal office, and candi-
dates for the Democratic County Com-
mittee, must file their petitions with
their municipal clerk. That deadline
is also April 1 at 4 p.m. Independent
candidates for countywide and mu-
nicipal offices must file their peti-
tions with the Union County Clerk.
The deadline for Independent peti-
tions is 4 p.m. on Primary Day, June
4.

The County Clerk’s 2019 Election
Date Guide that lists all candidate
deadlines is available on the website
unioncountyvotes.com and on the free
UC Votes mobile app for iPhone and
Androids.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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Garwood Library Highlights
Programs During April

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has released its sched-
ule of activities for the first half of
April. It will be closed on Friday and
Saturday, April 19 and 20.

In honor of National Library
Week, any overdue item returned
from Monday, April 8, through Sat-
urday, April 13, will not be charged
any overdue fines. It will not matter
how long the items are overdue and
no questions will be asked.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
No registration is required. Partici-
pants learn how to knit or show
others how it is done. Needles and
yarn are provided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess is offered on Mon-
days at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but participation is limited
to 12 players. This non-instructional,
supervised program provides an in-
formal chess game for children of all
ages. Six boards are supplied. There
will not be a session on April 15.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet on April 4 at 7 p.m. No
registration is required. Interested
persons are advised to check with
the library for its latest book selec-
tion by calling (908) 789-1670.

Adult Craft will be held on Tues-
day, April 9, at 6 p.m. Participants
will make a craft to bring home.
Participation is limited to 10 and
registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for infants

through age 4, is available on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m. No registration is
required. The Pipsqueak Players will
visit Storytime on April 10. There
will be no Storytime on April 17.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days at 3 p.m. in the Lincoln School
Art Room. This program offers after-
school STEM fun for kids in fourth
grade and up. Registration is required
and limited to 16. No Explore It ses-
sions will be held April 16 or 30.

Kid’s Craft will take place on
Wednesday, April 10, at 3 p.m. Chil-
dren in second grade and up make a
fun craft. Registration is required
and limited to 20.

Lego will be featured on Thurs-
days, April 11 and 25, at 3 p.m., for
ages 4 to 12. Some Lego creations
will be displayed in the library’s
showcase. Registration is required
and limited to 15.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue. For more information and to
register for programs, call (908) 789-
1670. Further information also is avail-
able at youseemore.com/garwood.

HEALTHY CHOICES...Registered dietitian Victoria Coglianese will lead a six-
week series of classes on eating healthy to prevent or manage type 2 diabetes. The
classes will begin on April 2 and will be held on Tuesdays, from 7 to 8 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.

Upcoming Nutrition Series
To Focus on Diabetes

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Health Department, in partnership
with ShopRite of Garwood, is offer-
ing a six-week series of classes on the
importance of eating healthy to pre-
vent or manage Type 2 diabetes.

“Crunch Your Way to a Healthier
Life” will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. on
Tuesdays at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. Classes will start April 2 and
run until May 7. The cost is $20 for all
six classes.

“This series will walk you through
the practical skills needed to change
your life: balancing your meals, carb
balance made easy, food label read-
ing, healthy cooking and savvy shop-
ping,” said Victoria Coglianese, a reg-
istered dietitian at ShopRite of
Garwood, who is leading the classes.
“Participants will learn why managing
their blood sugar is one of the most
important steps to take in their health,
whether they are diabetic or not.”

Diabetes remains the seventh lead-
ing cause of death in the United
States, according to the American
Diabetes Association. Type 2 ac-
counts for about 90 to 95 percent of
all diagnosed cases in adults. People
with Type 2 are unable to properly

use or store glucose (a form of sugar
found in foods). Risk factors include
high blood pressure, sedentary
lifestyle, a high-fat and high-carb
diet, high alcohol intake and being
obese or overweight.

“Type 2 diabetes is a chronic condi-
tion with serious consequences,” said
Lindsay DeStefano, health educator
for the Cranford Health Department.

Diabetics are at increased risk for
major health complications, includ-
ing heart disease, stroke, kidney fail-
ure, vision loss and amputation of
toes, feet or legs. The condition has
been linked to premature death.

“But those who are diagnosed or at
risk can manage, prevent or delay the
disease through regular physical ac-
tivity and a healthy eating plan,” Ms.
DeStefano said. “We hope this series
helps people learn the importance of
managing blood sugar levels, how to
read and understand food labels and
how to prepare healthy, balanced
meals and snacks without giving up
the foods they love.”

For more information, contact Ms.
DeStefano at (732) 757-5941 or
DeStefanol@rosenet.org. To register,
visit https://register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

Union County Offers Free
Scrap Metal Recycling

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders reminds
residents and business owners that
free countywide scrap metal recy-
cling drop-off locations are open twice
a month beginning on Thursday, April
4, at the service yard in Rahway River
Park and at the Emergency Services
Building in Cranford.

A wide variety of metal goods, from
household appliances to gutters and
sheds, are included in the program.

The scrap metal recycling program
is available for use by households,
commercial establishments, nonprofit
agencies and other organizations.

The two locations are available for
drop-off on the first Thursday and
third Saturday of each month, from
April through November, from 9 a.m.
to noon.

Scrap metal from any municipality
within Union County may be brought
to either of the two drop-off loca-
tions: Emergency Services Building,
151 Kenilworth Boulevard, Cranford,
and the county service yard in Rahway
River Park in Rahway, located near
the Walter J. Ulrich swimming pool,
off St. Georges Avenue.

Acceptable items for recycling in-
clude aluminum scrap, aluminum
cans, aluminum siding, bicycles,

brass, copper, dishwashers, electric
fans, fencing (chain/wire), freezers,
gutters, irons, lawn furniture, metal
cabinets, metal sheds, microwaves,
pots and pans, railings, refrigerators,
stoves, tire rims, toasters, washers
and dryers, window frames (no glass),
and wire hangers.

In the event of extreme weather,
individual recycling events may be
cancelled.

For more information about Union
County’s free scrap metal recycling
program, including upcoming dates
and directions to the drop-off loca-
tions, visit the Bureau of Recycling
and Planning online at ucnj.org/recy-
cling/scrap-metal or call the Union
County Recycling Hotline at (908)
654-9889.

Residents can also download the
free Recycle Coach app for easy ac-
cess to information about all Union
County and municipal recycling
events and programs.

For quick links to all Union County
environmental programs visit The
Green Connection, ucnj.org/green-
connect.

For quick links to all Union County
environmental programs visit The
Green Connection, ucnj.org/green-
connect.

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

2019 DWC BUDGET

WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget of the Town of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District, County of Union, for the Year 2019:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall
constitute the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget for the Year 2019, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said Budget be published in THE WESTFIELD
LEADER in the issue of March 28, 2019;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Town of
Westfield does hereby approve the following as the Downtown Westfield Corporation
Budget for the year 2019:

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD CORPORATION
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

2019 BUDGET

REVENUES
GENERAL REVENUE ANTICIPATED REVENUE

Amount to be raised by
Special Improvement District Assessment $416,347.00

Total General Revenue $416,347.00

APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATIONS

Operating
Salaries & Wages $200,132.00
Other Expenses $216,215.00

Total General Appropriations $416,347.00

Notice is hereby given that the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget was approved
by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, on March 26, 2019.

A hearing on said Budget will be held at the Westfield Municipal Building on April 23,
2019 at 8:00 p.m. at which time and place objections to said Budget for the Year 2019 may
be presented by Downtown Special Improvement District taxpayers or other interested
persons.
1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding for professional ser-
vices pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-5 (1)(a)
to Robert L. Zelley, P.O., LSRP, Maser
Consulting P.A., located at 53 Frontage
Road, Suite 110, Hampton, New Jersey
08827. This contract and the resolution
authorizing it are available for public in-
spection in the office of zoning official
located at the Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey.

The contract has been awarded to Rob-
ert L. Zelley, Maser Consulting P.A., for
review, comment and testimony regarding
the request for rezoning the property com-
monly known as 750 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey for calendar year of
2019 at a cost of $175-00 to be billed and
paid from the appropriate escrow account
funded by Hartz Mountain Industries, un-
der PBA 17-00004.

Dated: March 20, 2019
By: Donna Pedde,

Secretary of the Planning Board
1 T - 03/28/19, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding for professional ser-
vices pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:1 1-5(l)(a)
to James Brunette, BRUNETTE COMMER-
CIAL REALTY LLC, 502 Centennial Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey. This contract
and the resolution authorizing it are avail-
able for public inspection in the office of
zoning official located at the Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey.

The contract has been awarded to James
Brunette, Brunette Commercial Realty LLC,
for review, comment and testimony re-
garding the request for rezoning the prop-
erty commonly known as 750 Walnut Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey for calendar
year of 2019 at a cost of $125.00/ hour to
be billed and paid from Applicant’s escrow
account under PBA 17-0004.

Dated: March 20, 2019
By: Donna Pedde,

Secretary of the Planning Board
1 T - 03/28/19, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford has awarded a contract without
competitive bidding for professional ser-
vices pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:1 1-5(1)(a)
to S. Maurice Rached, P.E., P.T.O.E.,
Maser Consulting P.A., located at 1000
Waterview Drive, Suite 201, Hamilton, New
Jersey 08691. This contract and the reso-
lution authorizing it are available for public
inspection in the office of zoning official
located at the Municipal Building, 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey.

The contract has been awarded to S.
Maurice Rached, P.E., P.T.O.E., Maser
Consulting PA., for review, comment and
testimony regarding the request for rezon-
ing the property commonly known as 750
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey for
calendar year of 2019 at a cost of $175.00
to be billed and paid from Applicant’s es-
crow account under PBA 17-0004.

Dated: March 20, 2019
By: Donna Pedde,

Secretary of the Planning Board
1 T - 03/28/19, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
April 8, 2019, in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance relief from
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Brian & Susannah Lucas, 209 Benson
Place. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct a one-story addition contrary to
Section 11.09E6, 12.04F1, and 12.04F2
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet. Proposed is 6.8 feet. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Proposed is 20.98%. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage with a
porch of 24%. Proposed is 25.5%.

Richard & Lan Cadigan, 714 Boule-
vard. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct a rear porch contrary to Section
12.04G of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum improvement
coverage of 40% (7,200 square feet). Pro-
posed is 43.10% (8,991 square feet).

Mark & Karen Hamilton, 907 Bailey
Court. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct an addition contrary to Section
12.04E and 12.04F of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows a maximum floor
area ratio of 32% (3,600 square feet).
Proposed is 34.1% (4,101 square feet).
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Proposed is 20.5%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $42.84

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

BAILEY AWARD...Commander Randy Grizzard and Sons of the American
Legion member Robert Whitehead are shown with the recipient of the Ray Bailey
Award, Griffin Aslanian, Jr., with his father, Griffin Aslanian. Ray Bailey was an
athlete for Westfield High School and an outstanding baseball player for the
American Legion Team in the late 1950s when he was tragically killed. Since the
1960s, the Martin Wallberg American Legion Post 3 in Westfield has given the
Ray Bailey Award.  At the December 18, 2018 Westfield High School Football
Awards Dinner, Griffin Aslanian, Jr. was awarded the Ray Bailey Award as the
Senior Varsity Football player with the highest grade point average.

Library Board Sets
Meeting April 3

GARWOOD — A meeting of the
Garwood Public Library board will
take place on Wednesday, April 3, at
8 p.m. This meeting is open to the
public. It will be held at the library,
located at 411 Third Avenue.

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS PAY
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– Obituaries –
Dr. John P. Pinto, 56, Was Veteran

Of USMC, Local Chiropractor

Dr. John P. Pinto

John P. Pinto, 56, of Westfield,
N.J., and Jupiter, Fla., died peace-
fully on Friday, March 15, 2019, at
the CHIPSA Hospital in
Playas de Tijuana,
Mexico. John was born
on April 13, 1962 in
Plainfield, N.J., and was
the third child of John A.
Pinto (deceased) and
Janice E. (Keirsted) Pinto
of Westfield.

John was a letterman
in wrestling, qualifying
for the New Jersey State
Tournament. He gradu-
ated from Westfield High
School, Class of 1980. John served in
the United States Marine Corps. He
received a Bachelor of Science in
Nutrition and Doctor of Chiropractic
from Life University, Class of 1996.
John also worked in real estate devel-
opment.

John felt great pride in his accom-
plishments in the healthcare indus-
try, establishing Advanced Chiro-
practic of Virginia in Centreville,
Va., and Advanced Wellness of
Westfield here in Westfield.

John was an avid car and motor-
cycle enthusiast. He will be fondly
remembered for his desire for adven-

ture, joy for life and great sense of
humor. Most importantly, he will be
remembered for his love, devotion

and generosity to his fam-
ily and friends.

Dr. Pinto is survived by
his beloved mother,
Janice, and his siblings,
Mark A. Pinto and his
wife, Lisa (Lepper) Pinto,
Toni Marie Petite and her
husband, Joseph R. Pe-
tite, Jr., and Darin D. Pinto
and his wife, Suzanne
(Rogers) Pinto; five
nieces and nephews,
Lauren Petite, John Tyler

Petite, Mikayla Pinto, Thomas Pinto
and Isabella Pinto, and many cousins.
John will also be fondly remembered
by his girlfriend, Brenda Acanfora,
and her son, Dylan Acanfora, both of
Westfield.

Relatives and friends are invited to
attend a Celebration of Life at
Westwood Caterers, located at 438
North Avenue, Garwood, N.J., between
the hours of 1 and 4 p.m. on Saturday,
March 30, 2019. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that donations be made
to the American Cancer Society. Please
visit www.cancer.org.

March 28, 2019

Evelyn J. Schaefer, 89
Loving Mother and Grandmother

Evelyn J. Schaefer (née
Kappmeyer), 89, formerly of
Westfield, N.J., passed away on Thurs-
day, March 21, 2019, at
Fellowship Village in
Basking Ridge, N.J.

Born in Plainfield,
Evelyn worked at
Seaman’s Bank in New
York City before she
was married. A resident
of Westfield since 1962,
she had worked for the
former Wyatt Brothers
Clothing Store and
Crestmont Bank.

Evelyn was a member
of the Trinity Episcopal
Church in Cranford,
where she was a member of various
boards, including the Altar Guild.
Evelyn was also involved with the
Girls Scouts in Westfield, where she
was a troop leader, and a mentor to
Girl Scouts with special needs. She
enjoyed antiquing, reading, hiking
and traveling.

Mrs. Schaefer was preceded in
death by her husband, Frank J.
Schaefer, and is survived by two

sons, Frank Schaefer of
Annandale, N.J., and
John Schaefer and his
wife, Teresa DeRubeis-
Schaefer, of Westfield; a
daughter, Sally Mills,
and her husband, Chuck,
of Phoenix, Ariz., and
seven grandchildren.

Evelyn’s memorial
service was held on
Monday, March 25,
2019, at Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford.
Contributions in her

memory may be made to the
Plainfield Area Humane Society,
75 Rock Avenue, Plainfield, N.J.
07063, pahsnj.org.

Arrangements were by Gray Fu-
neral Home of Westfield,
www.grayfuneralhomes.com.

March 28, 2019

Evelyn J. Schaefer

Marjorie Jean Wieseman, 101, Was
Westfield Resident Since 1960

Marjorie J. Wieseman

Marjorie Jean (Wright) Wieseman,
a Westfield resident since 1960, de-
parted this life age 101 at the Center
For Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains,
N.J., on Thursday, March
21, 2019. She was a de-
voted member of the
Woman’s Club of
Westfield, the First
United Methodist Church
in Westfield, the Genea-
logical Society of the
West Fields and the
Westfield Historical So-
ciety. She was a life mem-
ber of the Order of the
Eastern Star, serving as
Matron of Minnehaha
Chapter No. 227 in 1951.

Born October 24,
1917, in Port Chester, N.Y., Marjorie
attended Hunter College before
graduating from Katharine Gibbs
Secretarial School in New York. She
worked as an executive secretary for
several businesses, including Life
Savers and Homelite Corporation.
Marjorie married Carlyle J.
Wieseman in 1950, and the family
moved to Westfield in 1960. She was
active in many organizations locally,
with an array of interests that ranged
from international travel to genea-
logical research and beyond. She

was an exceptionally skilled
craftsperson, turning her hand to ev-
erything from dressmaking and
decoupage to furniture upholstery

and floral arrangements.
She is predeceased by

her husband, Carlyle J.
Wieseman; father, Harold
M. Wright, and mother,
Henrietta R. (Koopman)
Wright; brother, Henry T.
Wright, and sister-in-law,
Helen J. Wright. She is sur-
vived by her daughters,
Marcy R. Wieseman of
Philadelphia and Marjorie
E. (Betsy) Wieseman
(Allen K. Wright) of Cleve-
land Heights, Ohio; grand-
daughters, Catherine E. C.

(Caty) Leader and Christina J. W.
Leader, both of Philadelphia; niece,
Sharon Wright DeRosier, and nephew,
Richard A. Wright.

Services were held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield on Monday, March 25,
2019, with interment in the family
plot at Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla,
N.Y. Donations in Marjorie’s memory
may be made to: The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields or the
Westfield Historical Society.

March 28, 2019

PURIM GIFTS...The Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Israel recently donated
gift bags to fellow congregation members, to AristaCare at Cedar Oaks nursing
home and to the senior program at the JCC in honor of Purim. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Lisa Melville, Sisterhood president; Carrie Jaffe, Debbie Abrams
and Marcia Wiener, Purim outreach chairwomen.

Temple Sisterhood Makes
Donations For Purim

SCOTCH PLAINS — Volunteers
from the Sisterhood of Congrega-
tion Beth Israel in Scotch Plains pre-
pared gift bags with masks, treats
and traditional hamentashen cook-
ies on March 13 to be delivered to
the entire congregation before the
Jewish holiday of Purim. Sixth- and
seventh-grade students in Congre-
gation Beth Israel’s Religious School
also participated in this Purim
mitzvah (good deed) by helping to
assemble the bags.

Congregation Beth Israel’s Sister-
hood also donated Purim gift bags
and additional pounds of hamentashen

to residents of AristaCare at Cedar
Oaks, a nursing home in South
Plainfield, and to the senior program
at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey in Scotch
Plains.

In addition, Congregation Beth
Israel’s Sisterhood fulfilled the com-
mandment on Purim to give presents
to the poor by making donations on
behalf of the synagogue to two
nonprofits that help feed the hungry:
the food pantry at Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central New Jersey and Leket
Israel, the National Food Bank of
Israel.

Maizie Brews a Tea Business
To Be Presented at Hetfield

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Historic Committee
will host Maizie Brews a Tea Busi-
ness, a dramatic presentation, on Sun-
day, April 7, from 1 to 3 p.m. It is
being brought to the public in con-
junction with the Public Scholars
Project of the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities.

Guests are invited to the Deacon
Andrew Hetfield House, where they
will be entertained as Maizie discusses

her experiences as a woman in 1925
opening her own business – a Tea
Room. Ironically, the Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House once operated as a Tea
Room during Prohibition.

What if it was 1925 and you wanted
to open a Tea Room? What if you
were a woman who wanted to open a
business? In this program, Maizie
Stanton will explain how her hus-
band reacted and what she needed to
do to prepare for this undertaking.

During this session, the challenges
faced by women who were stepping
out of their homes and into the busi-
ness world will be explored. Partici-
pants will engage in a lively discussion
about the Tea Room craze and the
evolution of women as entrepreneurs.
Tea and cookies will be served. A $5
per person donation is suggested.

Maizie is brought to life by
Maureen O’Connor Leach, who has
been a historic interpreter for more
than 25 years and has presented a
variety of programs at historic sites
throughout the country. She is a mem-
ber of the New Jersey Living History
Advisory Council and a commis-
sioner for the Monmouth County
Historical Commission. Ms. Leach
holds a Bachelor of Arts in History
and a JD.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located on Constitution Plaza
adjacent to the Mountainside Public
Library. Constitution Plaza is the first
right off Birch Hill Road, which is off
New Providence Road near the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire House.

For information on Mountainside
Historic Committee events or to do-
nate funds, call (908) 789-9420 or
go to mountainsidehistory.org.

Mary Robinson

Mary Robinson of Imagine
Honored as CNN Hero

MOUNTAINSIDE/NEWARK —
Mary Robinson, founder and execu-
tive director of Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, is now featured on
the global networks of
CNN and CNN.com as
a CNN Hero. Imagine,
a grief support center
for children and fami-
lies, is honored that Ms.
Robinson is being rec-
ognized in this way –
and that the importance
of Imagine’s mission
will enjoy greater reach
as word of the organi-
zation spreads around
the nation and the
world.

CNN Heroes cel-
ebrates “everyday people changing
the world,” honoring these individu-
als for their selfless, creative efforts
to help others.

Working and volunteering in the
field of children’s grief support since
1997, Ms. Robinson’s work grew out
of her own personal experience of
loss as a child. “My commitment is to
create communities where children
coping with loss get the support they
need to thrive, be resilient, and grow
up emotionally healthy and able to
lead meaningful and productive
lives,” said Ms. Robinson.

In its 12 years, CNN Heroes has

received more than 85,000 nomina-
tions from more than 100 countries.
Since 2007, the campaign has pro-
filed more than 300 CNN Heroes

who are working in
more than 80 countries
around the world, help-
ing millions of people.
Since Imagine was
founded in 2011, it has
served more than 700
families and provided
education and training
to thousands of adults,
children and teens.

Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss, a not-
for-profit 501(c)3 orga-
nization, provides free,
year-round grief support

for children and young adults using a
peer-support group model. Trained
adult volunteers and professionals
provide children and teens with the
comfort and tools needed to learn to
process grief and grow up emotion-
ally healthy.

In addition to its two centers, Imag-
ine provides education in the commu-
nity, leads workshops in schools and
workplaces, and offers on-site support
in schools and workplaces following
any traumatic loss. Imagine has two
locations in New Jersey — in
Mountainside and Newark. For fur-
ther information, visit imaginenj.org.

Mr. Choroszewski to Present
‘Garden State In Bloom’

CRANFORD — The public is in-
vited to attend “Garden State in
Bloom,” presented by Walter
Choroszewski, on Saturday, April 13,
at 1 p.m., at the Cranford Community
Center. The program will showcase
25 New Jersey public gardens with
colorful photography and historic in-
formation about each garden.

The program is sponsored by the
Crane’s Ford Chapter, Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR), to
fulfill one of the National DAR’s
objectives for education and conser-
vation of the environment. This event
is offered free of charge.

Mr. Choroszewski has been a lead-
ing advocate of Jersey pride since
1980, when he was commissioned to
photograph the state for a book project

entitled “New Jersey, a Scenic Dis-
covery.” He has since published 18
photographic books. His book “New
Jersey, a Photographic Celebration”
was selected for the official New Jer-
sey 350th Anniversary “101 Great New
Jersey Books List.”

Mr. Choroszewski was awarded the
first New Jersey Photo Journalism
Award by Governor Thomas Kean
for his photographs being the inspira-
tion for the state tourism campaign in
the ’80s and ’90s, “New Jersey and
You: Perfect Together.” For more than
30 years he has promoted New Jersey
through public speaking and popular
school programs.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue.
On-site parking is available.

Library Events to Include
Trivia and De-cluttering

Jamie Novak

WESTFIELD — April at the
Westfield Memorial Library will be-
gin with a night of trivia and an
afternoon of humor
provided by de-clutter-
ing expert Jamie
Novak. The library is
located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Trivia Night! A
Trifecta! for Teens and
Adults will start on
Tuesday, April 2, at 7
p.m. Teens and adults
are encouraged to
bring teammates, team
up with others, or be a
one-person outfit .
There is a maximum of four people
per team.

Everyone age 16 and over is wel-
come to play. The questions are de-
signed to be accessible to a large range
of ages and interests. Each night there
will be new questions and categories,
and prizes for the winning team or
individual. Subsequent nights of the
Trifecta are Tuesday, July 2, at 7 p.m.,
and Tuesday, October 1, at 7 p.m.

“How to Break up with your Clut-
ter” on Saturday, April 6, at 2 p.m., will
be presented by professional organizer
and humorist Jamie Novak. “Are you
intrigued by Marie Kondo’s ‘Life-
changing Magic of Tidying Up’ but

confused by all her rules?” asks Ms.
Novak. “I have a simpler, more rea-
sonable, but very effective approach

to sorting through your
clutter.”

This hour-long presen-
tation will be a humor-
ous take on how to part
with the things one no
longer uses, and over-
come common obstacles
to getting organized,
such as keeping clothes
one might wear, holding
onto treasures, and sav-
ing items “just in case”
they may be needed
someday.

These programs are free and open
to all. To register, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

Mountainside Library Slates
Events For Early April

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has re-
vealed its schedule of programs for
the first week of April, plus activities
continuing over the entire month. The
library will be closed on April 19 in
observance of Good Friday.

Tuesday Night Movies will include
A Star is Born (2018, R) on April 2 at
6 p.m.; Green Book (2018, PG-13)
on April 9 at 6:30 p.m.; Bohemian
Rhapsody (2018, PG-13) on April
16 at 6:30 p.m.; Crazy Rich Asians
(2018, PG-13) on April 23 at 6:30
p.m., and BlacKkKlansman (2018,
R) on April 30 at 6 p.m.

Brown Bag Academy will continue
its Great Courses series on Mondays
in April, at 1:15 p.m., in the library’s
Community Room. Participants will
select a new course for the “Spring
Semester.” Attendees are invited to
bring their lunch; coffee, tea and cook-
ies will be served for dessert. For up-
to-date details, visit the library website
at mountainsidelibrary.org.

“Pipsqueak Players” will visit the

library on consecutive Thursdays,
April 4 and 11, at 3:45 p.m. The
Mountainside-based Players provide
youth literacy enrichment classes de-
signed for children ages 5 to 7. They
are open to Mountainside residents
only and pre-registration is required.

A “Friends Around the World Con-
cert” will take place Saturday, April
6, at 10:30 a.m. Yosi, a parent and
guitar player from South Jersey, will
introduce children to a multicultural,
interactive and educational concert
filled with songs, humor, dances and
musical instruments from around the
world. The program will include
hands-on exploration of several in-
struments from around the world and
two dances from other cultures will
be taught.

Additional events will be an-
nounced for later in the month. To
register for programs where appli-
cable, stop into the library or call
(908) 233-0115.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
April Book Club Options

Edward Jones Is Highest in Investor Satisfaction,
According to J.D. Power 2019 U.S. Full Service

Investor Satisfaction Study
Financial services firm Edward

Jones ranks highest in investor satis-
faction with full service brokerage
firms, according to the J.D. Power
2019 U.S. Full Service Investor Sat-
isfaction Study (SM), the firm re-
cently announced.

The study measures overall inves-
tor satisfaction with 18 full service
investment firms based on eight fac-
tors, including financial advisor, ac-
count information, investment per-
formance, firm interaction, product
offerings, commissions and fees, in-
formation resources, and problem
resolution. The firm scored 853 in
overall satisfaction, 18 points over
the industry average.

“What a great honor it is to be
recognized for what matters most,
which is making a difference in the
lives of our clients,” said Edward
Jones Managing Partner Penny
Pennington. “We illustrate the value
of the Edward Jones client experi-
ence every day and help our clients
achieve financially what is most im-
portant to them. We can bring some-
thing truly special to clients who ex-
perience us. This is why we exist.”

Edward Jones ranked highest in

investor satisfaction by J.D. Power in
2015 (tied), 2012, 2010, 2009, 2007-
2005, and in a tie in 2002, when the
study began.

The 2019 Full Service Investor
Satisfaction Study is based on re-
sponses from more than 4,629 inves-
tors who primarily invest with one of
the 18 firms included in the study.
The majority of the study was fielded
in December 2018. For more infor-
mation, visit jdpower.com/awards.

Edward Jones, a Fortune 500 com-
pany headquartered in St. Louis, pro-
vides financial services in the U.S.
and, through its affiliate, in Canada.
Every aspect of the firm’s business,
from the investments its financial
advisors offer to the location of its
branch offices, caters to individual
investors. The firm’s 17,000-plus fi-
nancial advisors serve more than
seven million clients and care for $1
trillion in assets under management.
Visit our website at edwardjones.com
and recruiting website at
careers.edwardjones.com. Member
SIPC.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library has announced
its April Book Club offerings.

On Monday, April 1, at 10 a.m., the
library will host Bagels & Books, where
book lovers share their recent reading
experiences with other bibliophiles and
pick up suggestions for future reading.
Registration is required.

The library’s longstanding Evening
and Afternoon Book Clubs will meet
on Monday, April 15, and Tuesday,
April 16, respectively.

The Evening Book Club will meet
at 7 p.m. to discuss “The Kitchen
House” by Kathleen Grissom. Or-
phaned on board a ship from Ireland,
7-year-old Lavinia arrives at a to-
bacco plantation where she is to live
and work with the slaves of the kitchen
house. Under the care of the master’s
illegitimate daughter, she becomes
deeply bonded to her adopted family.
Eventually accepted into the world of
the big house, with its absent master
and mistress battling opium addic-
tion, Lavinia straddles two very dif-

ferent worlds. Then she is forced to
make a choice.

The Afternoon Book Club will dis-
cuss “The Little Paris Bookshop” by
Nina George at 1 p.m. From his float-
ing bookstore in a barge on the Seine,
Monsieur Perdu prescribes novels for
the hardships of life. The only person
he can not seem to heal through litera-
ture is himself; he is still haunted by
heartbreak after his great love disap-
peared. She left him with only a letter,
which he has never opened. After
Perdu is finally tempted to read the
letter, he hauls anchor and departs on
a mission to the south of France,
hoping to make peace with his loss
and discover the end of the story.

For more information or to register
for Bagels & Books, go to scotlib.org,
email library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the Reference Desk. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the town-
ship.

Film Festival to Salute
Women’s History Month

SCOTCH PLAINS — In celebra-
tion of Women’s History Month,
Women in Media — Newark will
present a film festival at the Scotch
Plains Public Library on Wednes-
day, April 3, beginning at 5 p.m. It
will feature the theme “Voices in
Black and White.”

Three films will be screened, in-
cluding Respect and Love (15 min-
utes, United States); In Her Shoes
(20 minutes, Italy) and A Thousand
Girls Like Me (76 minutes, Afghani-
stan).

Additional films are being shown
at other New Jersey locations

through Friday, April 5. For the com-
plete list and additional informa-
tion, visit wim-n.com.

Women in Media — Newark is an
organization that educates the pub-
lic about issues affecting the lives
of women using film, video and
new media as the platform.

For more information, go to
scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

TIME FOR TEA...Maizie Stanton,
interpreted by Maureen O’Connor
Leach, will be the focus of Maizie Brews
a Tea Business on Sunday, April 7,
from 1 to 3 p.m., at the Deacon An-
drew Hetfield House in Mountainside.
The program, presented by the
Mountainside Historic Committee, will
celebrate women of the 1920s who
wanted to become entrepreneurs.
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FUMC Observes Lent With
Theme of Sowing Miracles

WESTFIELD — The season of
Lent is well underway, and the First
United Methodist Church (FUMC)
Westfield is experiencing this pe-
riod of preparation for Easter
through its worship theme of “Pre-
paring to S.O.W. Miracles.”

The theme reflects the scripture
passage, “Remember this: Who-
ever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows gen-
erously will also reap generously”
— 2 Corinthians 9:6.

As followers of Jesus, the faithful
are preparing their spiritual bodies
to experience the miracle of the
resurrection. As a church, FUMC
Westfield is preparing the body of
its congregation as a whole to begin
new work focusing on service, open-
ness and welcome. During this time
of preparation, congregants are
“generously sowing seeds of inclu-
sion, love, and grace for all people,”
according to the church.

FUMC Westfield invites the com-
munity to join the congregation for
worship during the powerful sea-
son of Lent leading up to the cel-
ebration of Easter.

Holy Week at FUMC Westfield
is as follows:

April 14 — Palm Sunday Wor-
ship at 10 a.m.

April 18 — The Maundy Thurs-
day Service will be held at FUMC
and streamed live on its Facebook
and Instagram accounts at 7:30 p.m.

April 19 — The Good Friday
Service will take place at FUMC
and streamed live on its Facebook
and Instagram accounts at 7:30 p.m.

April 21 — Easter Sunday:

Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m.
Easter Brunch at 9 a.m.
Easter Worship at 10 a.m.
FUMC Westfield holds worship

every Sunday at 10 a.m., with Chris-
tian Education programs for all
ages at 9 a.m. and Fellowship Time
following worship at 11 a.m. The
church building is located at 1 East
Broad Street, Westfield. For more
information about FUMC
Westfield, visit the church online
at fumcwestfield.org, on Facebook
(FUMC Westfield) or on Instagram
(fumcwestfield).

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
STANDING TALL...Alexander McGrail, top center, a Westfield High School
senior and an Eagle Scout, joins younger Scouts who are ready to serve a hearty
pancake breakfast to congregants at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. On
“Scout Sunday,” March 17, the Scouts thanked the church for chartering their
troop in 1917. The group meets at the church at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen
Celebrates 30th Anniversary

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen, an outreach
program of the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, celebrated its
30th anniversary at the morning wor-
ship service on March 24.

In 1989, the initiative began to take
shape in two Bible Study groups at the
Elmora Presbyterian Church in Eliza-
beth. Under the leadership and direc-
tion of the Reverend Ted Grandberg,
the dream became a reality.

Conversations with Pastor J. Wesley
Shipp of the First Baptist Church of
Cranford/Elizabeth on Union Avenue
resulted in the formation of the Elmora
Soup Kitchen. Upon the closing of the
Elmora Presbyterian Church, the pro-
gram was adopted by the First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, and be-
came known as the Cranford Elmora
Soup Kitchen.

This community-based program
continues to serve a complete meal
each Sunday afternoon from 3 to 4
p.m. Over 30 years, more than
135,000 meals have been served by
hundreds of volunteers. The program
has grown from four original teams to
eight teams, all from different towns
and houses of worship. Four of the
founding members of the Elmora Soup
Kitchen still serve after 30 years.

Those who volunteer to cook and
serve every Sunday not only serve
meals, but also engage guests in con-
versation to offer words of support.
Workers have come to know many of
the guests on a personal basis. The
number of guests increase and dimin-
ish depending on the economy and
changes in the government housing
requirements.

Guests tell operators of the Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen that they con-
tinue coming not only because of the
meals, but also because of the respect
and how they are treated by the volun-
teers. Many guests, at the conclusion
of their meal, offer thanks and bless-
ings as they leave. Others stay until 4
p.m. and assist in cleaning up.

The program could not exist with-
out the efforts of many organizations
that assist the leadership year after
year. The Cranford High School Mad-
rigal Singers entertain at Christmas.
Support also comes from many other
organizations such as Boy Scout and
Girl Scout troops, the Jaycees and
Rotary, Pinho’s Bakery, high-school
groups and volunteers from many
towns and counties throughout the
state. Anyone wishing to contribute
to the program is invited to call the
church at (908) 276-8440.

THIRTY YEARS OF CARING...The Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen last Sun-
day celebrated its 30th anniversary of serving those in need. Pictured, volunteers
display some of the food they provide to their appreciative guests. The soup
kitchen, an outreach program of the Cranford Presbyterian Church, serves
complete meals every Sunday from 3 to 4 p.m.

Trinity Collecting Donations
For Clean Water Initiative

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, is collecting money
for the Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment (ERD) “Clean Water” program
through this Sunday, March 31.

In many places around the world,
the fresh water supply is threatened
by various pollutants, climate change
and disasters. “Every 15 seconds a
child dies from a water-related dis-
ease somewhere in the world,” said
Marion Nechuta, Trinity’s Outreach
Committee chairwoman.

“The ERD Clean Water program
constructs wells, water systems and
stations that both reduce the spread
of disease while promoting overall
community health, well-being and
economic viability,” she continued.

Donations, made payable to “Epis-
copal Relief and Development,” can
be mailed to Trinity Church or
dropped off at the church on Sunday
mornings. For more information, call
(908) 276-4047.

Episcopal Relief & Development,
started in 1940, is the compassion-
ate response of the Episcopal Church
to human suffering in the world.
Hearing God’s call to seek and serve
Christ in all persons and to respect
the dignity of every human being,
ERD serves to bring together the
generosity of Episcopalians and oth-
ers with the needs of the world. For
more information about Episcopal
Relief & Development, visit
episcopalrelief.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family
church that welcomes all people and
strives to “know Christ and to make
the Lord known through faith, fel-
lowship, and service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by the

Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s
Priest-in-Charge, are at 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. Father Kruger also leads
Morning and Evening Prayer ser-
vices at 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Tues-
day to Friday, in Witherington
Chapel, in the church undercroft,
accessible by outside stairs behind
the church. For more information
about Trinity, call (908) 276-4047
or visit trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through kindergarten.
For more information about TEDS,
call (908) 276-2881 or visit
tedscranford.org.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
‘Maple Sugar Sunday’

WESTFIELD — The production of
syrup and sugar from the sap of the
maple tree was known in America long
before the first European colonists ar-
rived. The Native Americans taught
the settlers how to collect the sap, and
sugar making became one of the most
important seasonal tasks of farm life.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
will celebrate this tradition during
“Maple Sugar Sunday” on March 31.
The presenter will talk about the tech-
nique of maple sugaring, explaining
how the maple sap rises and flows,
how it is collected using wooden buck-
ets and handmade spiles, and how
sugar and syrup are made from the
sap. No tree will actually be tapped
during the program. Two presenta-
tions are scheduled, at 2:30 p.m. and
3:30 p.m., each lasting about half an
hour. This program is appropriate for
children. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

The museum will be open from 2

to 4 p.m. and also will offer tours of
the fully-restored and furnished 1740
farmhouse, as well as authentic open-
hearth cooking demonstrations.
Members of the cooking committee
will use early-American recipes, co-
lonial-era cooking tools and seasonal
foods. Admission is $4 for adults
and children age 13 and older; $3 for
children ages 3 to 12 and free for
those under age 3.

Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “The Symbols and
Traditions of Easter” on April 7 and
the annual “Sheep to Shawl Festival”
on April 28.

The Miller-Cory House Museum is
a nationally-recognized living history
museum, listed on both the State and
National Registers of Historic Places
and as a site on the New Jersey
Women’s Heritage Trail. For infor-
mation, call (908) 232-1776 or email
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Library Event to Feature
Charlie Apicella Quartet

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will continue the
Weiss Family Jazz Series 2019 with
the Charlie Apicella quartet Iron
City on Wednesday, April 3, at 7
p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

Guitarist Charlie Apicella will be
joined by Amy Bateman on violin,
Roy Cummings on bass and Alan
Korzin on drums. The band has put
out six CDs, including “Groove Ma-
chine,” which features Mr. Apicella’s
hard bop inspired originals and ar-
rangements of classic Blue Note
Records gems.

Mr. Apicella is an Eastman Guitars
Featured Artist, a Guild Guitars Spon-
sored Artist and ZT Amplifiers Offi-
cial Artist. A regular contributor to
Vintage Guitar Magazine’s YouTube
channel, he has written lessons for
DownBeat and Just Jazz Guitar maga-
zines and has been profiled in Vintage
Guitar and Hot House magazines.

The Weiss Family Jazz Series was
established with a bequest to the
Westfield Memorial Library Founda-

tion in memory of longtime library
patrons Joseph and Dorothy Weiss.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 40-plus li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are encouraged
to check the Westfield Memorial
Library’s website, wmlnj.org, to see if
their library is a MURAL participant.
To register for the Weiss Family Jazz
Series program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar or call
(908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m.
on Sunday.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”

MUSIC MAKER...The Charlie Apicella quartet Iron City will appear at the
Westfield Memorial Library on Wednesday, April 3, at 7 p.m., as part of the
library’s Weiss Family Jazz Series 2019. Guitarist Charlie Apicella is
pictured above.

 WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS    APRIL 2019  
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm  Sun 1-5:00 pm 

Closed April 19 for Good Friday and April 21 for Easter 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN: SEE WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO 

4/2  7:00 pm Trivia Night for Teens & Adults 

4/3  7:00 pm Weiss Family Jazz: Charlie Apicella Quartet 

4/5  1:30 pm TGIF! A United Kingdom (video) 

4/6  2:00 pm Break up with your Clutter-Jamie Novak 

4/8  7:00 pm Author Talk: The Cemetery Keeper’s Wife 

4/9  1:30 pm Craft for Adults: Make a Floating Teacup 

4/12  1:30 pm TGIF! The Spencer Tracy Legacy (video) 

4/13  2:00 pm “Pirates of Penzance” - Light Opera of NJ 

4/16  7:00 pm Hear the West African Kora (Harp) 

4/17  7:00 pm Gordon James: Songs from Down Yonder 

4/2, 9, 16 10:30 am 2’s on Thursday Storytime  
Caregiver attends with child 

4/2, 9, 16  1:00 pm Crafternoon Storytime  (3½ -5 years) 
Child attends without caregiver  

4/4 & 4/11  7:30 pm Tween & Teen Yoga  (11-16 years) 

4/4, 11, 18 10:30 am 3’s on Thursday Storytime 
Caregiver attends with child 

4/5 & 4/12 10:00 am Playgroup for Babies (0-23 months) 
Caregiver attends with child 

4/9  6:30 pm Evening LEGO Club (5+ yrs) 
Caregivers stay in library 

4/27 10:00 am Paws to Read  Beginning readers read   
to library dogs for 10 minutes each  

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,

palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held April 1

WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield. The next meeting will take
place on April 1. These are informa-
tion and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 233-8757.

Troop 72 Celebrates
Scout Sunday at PCW
WESTFIELD — Boy Scout Troop

72, chartered by The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield since 1917, cel-
ebrated “Scout Sunday” on March
17 at the church. The Scouts partici-
pated in the 10 a.m. traditional ser-
vice in the Sanctuary by ushering
and then hosted a free pancake break-
fast for the congregants afterwards.
The church is located at 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield.

Alexander McGrail, an Eagle
Scout and senior at Westfield High
School, spoke to the congregation.
He told those in attendance how
Scouting has helped shape him into
the person he is today. The senior
has been accepted to William &
Mary University.

He was joined by his fellow Scout
troop members and their Scoutmas-
ters to host a breakfast of pancakes
and sausage in the church’s Assem-
bly Hall.

Friends of Colin to Host
Annual Easter Egg Hunt

CRANFORD — The Friends of
Colin will host their ninth annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April
13, at Hanson Park in Cranford.

Check-in is at 10:30 a.m. and the
hunt starts at 11 a.m. sharp. Regis-
tration in advance is $8 per partici-
pating child, and $10 after Tuesday,
April 9. Participants also may regis-
ter in person on the day of the event,
starting at 10 a.m. To buy tickets in
advance, go to eventbrite.com and
search for Friends of Colin.

All proceeds benefit Ewing’s sar-
coma research being done at
Georgetown University Hospital.
Ewing’s sarcoma, a rare bone can-
cer, took the life of Cranford High
School teen Colin Maher, who was
part of a close-knit neighborhood
on Retford Avenue in Cranford. His
friends there started a nonprofit to
fund researchers looking for a cure
to this cancer.

Although considered rare,

Ewing’s also claimed young
Cranford resident Alessandra
LoConte and nearby Clark resident
Tylor Collins over the last few years.

Friends of Colin is a 501(c)3 that
also runs the Turkey Trot in No-
vember at Unami Park. For more
information, email
info@friendsofcolin.org.

Breakfast With Bunny
On Tap In Cranford
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Area Chamber of Commerce and the
Garlic Rose will again welcome the
Happy Easter Bunny to Cranford for
the Annual Breakfast with the Bunny
event. It will be held on Saturday,
April 13, at the Garlic Rose Restau-
rant, located at 28 North Avenue,
West, Cranford.

The breakfast will begin at 10 a.m.
and the Easter Bunny will arrive at
10:30 a.m. The cost of the event is
$12 for children and $18 for adults.
Each year this event sells out, so it is
recommended that interested persons
make their reservations early by call-
ing (908) 276-5749.

The Chamber wishes to thank
Arnold’s Pest Control of Cranford
for sponsoring this event. For addi-
tional information, contact the
Cranford Area Chamber of Commerce
at (908) 272-6114 or
cranfordchamber@comcast.net.
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WITNESS TO HISTORY...Holocaust survivor Judith Reifer, center, poses with
Edison Intermediate School art teacher Helen Frees, left, and social studies teacher
Jacqueline Messinger following a powerful presentation about Mrs. Reifer’s life.

Edison Students Hear From
Holocaust Survivor

WESTFIELD -- It was 1942 in
German-occupied Poland. Hundreds
of thousands of Jewish people had
been forced to leave their homes and
live in the Warsaw Ghetto, enduring
starvation and other deprivations. As
rumors of mass deportation of Jews
to Nazi death camps began to circu-
late among ghetto residents, Judy
Reifer’s parents made a heart-wrench-
ing, yet lifesaving, decision.

“I was a few months old,” said
Mrs. Reifer during a presentation to
Edison Intermediate School students
on March 1. “My parents arranged
for a priest to take me in. He saved
my life.”

Mrs. Reifer said her earliest memo-
ries are of “a dark place” with other
children the priest kept hidden in the
church basement until the war in Eu-
rope ended in 1945.

“We had to keep quiet,” the
Westfield resident told the students.
“We could not play or go outside.”

Mrs. Reifer detailed her post-war life
in a “beautiful chateau” converted into
a French orphanage that worked to
reunite Jewish children with their fami-
lies or to find families to adopt them.

“I was so happy to run outside in
the sunshine and pick wild blueber-
ries,” she said.

Mrs. Reifer said she later learned
that both of her parents had been shot
to death. When none of her other
relatives could be found, Maurice
Enright, the head of Rescue Children,
Inc., decided to adopt her. In Novem-
ber of 1947, at the age of 5, she flew
from Paris to New York.

“I was scared and excited,” she told
the eighth graders. “I finally had a
home and family.”

Because she was separated from
her birth parents at such a young age,
Mrs. Reifer said she has no recollec-
tion of them. Her new family, which
included two sisters, accepted her
immediately and was loving and sup-
portive, she said. Mrs. Reifer de-

scribed her adoptive father, Maurice
Enright, as a man who worked tire-
lessly to find homes for the Jewish
orphans. “Due to my father, 2,200
Jewish orphans were rescued,” she
added.

Mrs. Reifer said, by age 5, she
could speak three languages and un-
derstand three more because she “had
lived in so many places.” She is a
former teacher with two children and
four  grandchildren. Mrs. Reifer also
is the former director of a center
providing rehabilitation services for
people with disabilities. Her presen-
tation to the Edison eighth graders
was arranged by teachers Helen Frees
and Jacqueline Messinger.

“I think to hear from a witness, a
survivor of the Holocaust, is an hon-
ored window into the deepest part of
a human’s soul,” said Ms. Frees,
who teaches art at Edison. “We are
so grateful to  meet Mrs. Reifer and
to be part of her legacy.”

Ms. Messinger, a social studies
teacher, quoted Nobel Peace Laure-
ate and Holocaust survivor Elie
Wiesel, saying: “Human suffering
anywhere concerns men and women
everywhere. We have an obligation
and sacred duty to educate our youth
about the Holocaust and holocausts
because we are all part of one hu-
manity. Survivor testimonies are the
most powerful way to begin these
conversations about the Holocaust
and other atrocities.”

“When you listen to a witness, you
become a witness,” Ms. Messinger
further quoted Weisel. “We must con-
tinue this tradition of remembering
and collecting their testimonies.”

“As a mother and a grandmother, I
don’t know if I would have had the
strength to make the decision my birth
parents did,” Mrs. Reifer said, about
her parents’ difficult decision to give
her up as an infant. “I am so grateful
that they did, so that I can continue
the Jewish traditions they died for.”

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating

rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing

deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 201-951-1810

for a free estimate

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

We Buy Cars

(Running

or Not)
Plastic Bumper

Repairs On The Spot

Call Art:

 201-800-3609

LIVES OF DISTINCTION...Clergy and members of Temple Sha’arey Shalom
celebrate a recent visit by Rabbi David Saperstein, an influential religious leader,
and Rabbi Israel S. (Sy) Dresner. Rabbi Saperstein came to the temple to honor
Rabbi Dresner’s 90th birthday and spoke of the latter’s longtime civil rights
activism. Pictured, from left to right, are: Cantor Jason Rosenman, Rabbi Renee
Edelman, Rabbi Saperstein, Temple Co-Presidents Roberta Krumholz and Ellen
Lieberman, Larry Lerner and Rabbi Dresner.

Rabbi Saperstein Is Speaker
At Temple Sha’arey Shalom
SPRINGFIELD — During Friday

night services on March 8, Temple
Sha’arey Shalom welcomed Rabbis
David Saperstein and Israel S. (Sy)
Dresner. Rabbi Saperstein was the fea-
tured speaker. His topic was “The Jew-
ish contribution to the fight for civil
rights in America: a lecture in honor of
Rabbi Sy Dresner.” Rabbi Saperstein’s
appearance was to honor Rabbi
Dresner on the occasion of his 90th
birthday. His visit was arranged by
longtime temple member Larry Lerner.

Rabbi Saperstein has been desig-
nated by Newsweek magazine as the
most influential rabbi in America and
by The Washington Post as the “quint-
essential religious lobbyist on Capi-
tol Hill.” From 2015 to 2017, he
served as the United States Ambassa-
dor-At-Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom, the country’s chief
diplomat on religious freedom issues.

Rabbi Dresner was Temple Sha’arey
Shalom’s first full-time rabbi. One of
the most active Jewish religious lead-
ers in America in the civil rights move-
ment in the 1960s, he was once known
as the Most Arrested Rabbi in America
and continues to be known as the Most
Jailed Rabbi in America. As a result of
Rabbi Dresner’s close relationship with
the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Dr. King spoke at Temple Sha’arey
Shalom twice, in 1963 and 1966.

Rabbi Saperstein began by tracing
the prominent role that many Jews
have had in the struggle for civil
rights in the American South. He
began the history in 1910 and his
narrative continued until the current
day. Rabbi Saperstein explained that

Jews participated in the struggle in
one of four ways: as individuals, as
government officials, as part of civil
rights groups and as members of
Jewish organizations. He described
the essential role that Rabbi Dresner
played in these struggles and the role
model he became to so many.

Rabbi Saperstein concluded by
speaking about current civil rights
issues. He stated that the old coalition
of religious groups, labor groups and
civil rights groups have stood up
against hate speech and attacks and
urged the audience never to lose sight
of what has been achieved, even as
Americans continue to work for free-
dom and equality for all.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom is lo-
cated at 78 South Springfield Av-
enue, Springfield. Among its con-
gregation are residents of Westfield,
Cranford and other communities in
Union and Essex Counties.

Financial Program Set
For Older Adults

WESTFIELD — An informational
program on “Financial Basics for the
50+,” designed for older adults, will
take place on Tuesday, April 2, at
11:30 a.m., at The Senior Resource
Center at The Lavy House, located at
748 East Broad Street, Westfield.

The program will be presented by
Jeanette Yu of the AARP New Jersey
Speakers Bureau. A light lunch will
be served and dietary laws observed.

Participants will learn how to build
on their smart money habits and make
the most of their financial resources.

The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture between
Jewish Family Service of Central New
Jersey and Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield. Programs are free of charge
and open to the entire community.

Registration is recommended if plan-
ning to attend. Interested persons are
asked to email info@jfscentralnj.org
or to call (908) 352-8375.

AARP Meeting Set
For This Monday

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Westfield Area AARP Chapter 4137
will meet on Monday, April 1, at 1
p.m., at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Open discussions will take place at
this meeting on future programs, ben-
efits of belonging to the AARP, the
future direction of the chapter and
other subjects that may be brought up
by members. The chapter also antici-
pates having a representative from the
wider area AARP chapter in atten-
dance to help in the discussion.

Because it is the chapter’s main
charitable endeavor, members are
asked to bring a non-perishable food
item to the meeting, which will be
donated to the Westfield Food Pan-
try. Refreshments and fellowship
will follow the business meeting.
For more information, call Ilsa at
(908) 322-1788.

College Club Issues
Apology For Error

FANWOOD — The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains had planned
to host a presentation March 18 by the
University of the Philippines Alumni
& Friends Rondalla music group.

Due to a scheduling error on the part
of the College Club, the Rondalla group
was not present at the club’s meeting.
The club sincerely apologizes to the
Rondalla group and any members of
the community who attended that
evening. The club hopes to reschedule
the program at a later time.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000707

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-006781-18

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF
CWMBS, INC., CHL MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH TRUST 2007-21, MORTGAGE
PASS- THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2007-21

VS.
Defendant: SHERLY ETTINGER; SCOTT

ETTINGER; CROWN BANK; TRUMP TAJ
MAHAL ASSOCIATES F/K/A TRUMP TAI
MAHAL CASINO RESORT T/A TRUMP TAJ
MAHAL CASINO RESORT N/K/A TIM ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 04/24/2019
Writ of Execution: 01/16/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Two Hundred Twenty and
09/100*** $486,220.09.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Town of Westfield, County of Union, in the State
of New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 508
Springfield Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.

TAX LOT # 10, BLOCK # 1905.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 80 X 250.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Mill Lane.
*Also subject to subsequent taxes, water and

sewer plus interest through date of payoff.
THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF

REDEMPTION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT

For sale information, please visit Auction.com
at www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Nine
Thousand Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine and 67/
100*** $499,879.67 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY - ATTORNEYS
PO BOX 5054
9000 MIDATLANTIC DRIVE
SUITE 300
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 03/28, 04/04, 04/11
& 04/18/19 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19000408

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-016584-14

Plaintiff: WEICHERT FINANCIAL SERVICES
VS.
Defendant: YVONNE ROSE
Sale Date: 04/03/2019
Writ of Execution: 10/29/2014
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty-Three Thousand Three Hundred Seventy-
Five and 68/100*** $333,375.68.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of FANWOOD BOROUGH in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 4 CECILIA PLACE,
FANWOOD BOROUGH, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax LOT 5, BLOCK 3.
Dimensions of Lot: 71 feet wide by 125 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: Midway Avenue.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $3,155.40 OPEN.
Sewer: Acct: 14 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018

$84.11 OPEN PLUS PENALTY.
For sale information, please visit Auction, at

www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Seventy-Six

Thousand Four Hundred Twenty-Six and 85/
100*** $376,426.85 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 03/07, 03/14, 03/21
& 03/28/19 Fee: $189.72

LESSONS FOR LIFE...Financial assistance is available for swim lessons and
lifeguard training thanks to a grant from Stew Leonard III Children’s Charities,
as well as past support of the USA Swimming Foundation’s Make a Splash
Initiative.

Y Scholarships Available For
Swimming, Lifeguard Training
WESTFIELD — Thanks to a

grant from Stew Leonard III
Children’s Charities, as well as past
support of the USA Swimming
Foundation’s Make a Splash initia-
tive, the Westfield Area YMCA is
able to provide financial assistance
to families with a bona fide finan-
cial hardship who live or work in
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood or
Mountainside, to enroll their chil-
dren in youth swim lessons. Finan-
cial assistance also is available for
teens and young adults to partici-
pate in lifeguard training programs.

The goal of Westfield Area
YMCA youth swim lessons is not
only to teach swimming skills and
safety, but to help develop confi-
dence, build endurance, have fun
and gain a lifelong love for the
water. Y swim lessons accommo-
date varying abilities to help foster
a sense of achievement as swim-
mers progress. Through this ap-
proach, advanced swimmers flow
more easily to higher levels while
swimmers who need more instruc-
tion can learn at their own pace.

Stew Leonard III Children’s Chari-
ties is dedicated to water safety aware-
ness and education, including pro-

viding swim scholarships and life-
guard training. On January 1, 1989,
Kim and Stew Leonard Jr.’s 21-month-
old toddler lost his life in a drowning
accident. This sparked his parents to
pledge that they would do everything
in their power to prevent this tragedy
from striking other families, since
drowning is the leading cause of acci-
dental death in children under 5.

The USA Swimming
Foundation’s Make a Splash initia-
tive is a national child-focused wa-
ter-safety campaign, which aims to
provide the opportunity for every
child in America to learn to swim.
Through Make a Splash, the USA
Swimming Foundation partners
with learn-to-swim providers and
water-safety advocates across the
country to provide swimming les-
sons and educate children and their
families on the importance of learn-
ing how to swim.

The Westfield Area Y is grateful
for the opportunity to partner with
Stew Leonard III Children’s Chari-
ties and the USA Swimming Foun-
dation to help provide this crucial
safety skill.

Scholarship applications are
available at all Westfield Area Y
locations and online at
westfieldynj.org, or call (908) 301-
9622 for more information.

WCC to Present
Art Exhibit-Auction
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Community Center (WCC) will hold
a gala art exhibit and auction this
Friday, March 29, at the center. Works
by various artists will be featured,
including African-American art, and
in all price ranges and media. In addi-
tion, the WCC will auction art created
by students at Westfield’s McKinley
Elementary School.

Admission is $10 per person; major
credit cards will be accepted. The WCC
is located at 558 West Broad Street, at
the corner of Palsted Avenue,
Westfield. For information and tick-
ets, call the WCC at (908) 232-4759 or
email westfieldcomctr@aol.com.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Friday Films For April

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites movie
lovers to come to the library for Fri-
day Films at noon. In April, the li-
brary will show movies celebrated at
the Oscars this year. There will be no
movie on April 19.

April 5: A Star is Born (R, 135
minutes) – Seasoned musician Jack-
son Maine discovers — and falls in
love with — struggling artist Ally.
But as Ally’s career takes off, the
personal side of their relationship is
breaking down, as Jack fights an on-
going battle with his own internal
demons.

April 12: Black Panther (PG-13,
135 minutes) – A superhero known as
Black Panther defends Wakanda, a
technologically-advanced country in
Africa that has hidden itself away
from the rest of the world. Now, he
must face a dissident who wants to

sell the country’s natural resources to
fund an uprising.

April 26: Green Book (PG-13, 130
minutes) – A working-class Italian-
American bouncer becomes the driver
of an African-American classical pia-
nist on a tour of venues through the
1960s American South.

These events are free and open to
all. Registration is not required. For
more information, visit scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Ezri Abraham, Oluwaseun
Adekunle, Kotey Ashie, Kayla Avila,
Tracy Bagdonas, Elena Balecha,
Lindsey Bartley, Eshaan Basu, Julia
Blaschak, Lauren Brenner, Nicole
Britt, Marissa Burton, Anthony
Cammarano, Anthony Castelli, Keiara
Chapman-Cole, Luke Checchio,
Emma Chichester, Kaelie Chung,
Haley Cino, Abigail Colao, Charles
Coolidge, Dante Corsaro, John
Michael Cristobal, Eric Cunningham,
John Dazzo, Matthew Dembiec, Amit
Deshpande, Dylan Dombrowski, Ryan
Duthie, Ryan Eng, Gabriella Essenfeld,
David Farin, Conor Feeney, Owen
Ferrone, Joshua Fox, Benjamin Freed-
man, Dylan Fuimo, Ava Gelling, Erika
Mae Gonzales, Jackeline Guallpa, Ava
Hausle, Elisa Herstatt, Taylor Hopkins,
Meredith Hough, Victor Johnson, Luke
Jones, Ishwari Katdare, Jordan Katz,
Joseph Kern, Emily Kessler, Ibraheem
Khan, Hailey Kinard, Benjamin
Krauss, Shelby Kumpf, Sean Lage,
Gabrielle Lancaster, Rebecca
Lancaster, Joseph Larmore, Evelyn
Liang, Joseph Linder, Matthew Lon-
don, Jolie Lubalin, Corinne Lyght,
Alexa Mach, Lucas Mackey, Jack
Manville, Michael Marino, Emilyann
McNeill, Jordan McQuoid, Mae
Merkle, Sean Merkle, James
Middleton, Brendan Mullany, Natalia
Nervi, Sabrina Ngu, Max Niessen,
Jayden Nyamiaka, Faith Price, Ralph
Ramos, Kaitlyn Reilly, Sarai Reuben,
Julian Rijo, Juan Diego Rojas
Camargo, Miles Roper, Nicolas
Ruggiero, Abigail Ryan, Katherine
Ryan, Marcus Sandy, Paul Schiumo,
Erica Schug, Alexa Seefeldt,
Alessandra Serio, Christopher Shapiro,
Daniel Sicinski, Rachel Small, Daniel
Soler, Sydney Sprechman, Madison-
Anne StaRosa, Alexandra Swiatek,

Nicholas Tittanegro, Justin Tran, Ben-
jamin Tucker, Arianna Ursino, Alexa
Vierschilling, Maya Waldman, Allison
Weisser, Alexander Werkheiser, Zoe
Wernsing, Jonathan Wiener, Quinn
Williamson, Taylor Winslow, Jamie
Wirth, Zackery Wong, Ciara Worthey

Grade 10
Honor Roll

Sohaila Abdelkader, Grace Abdy,
Andrew Acosta, Kieren Adams, Chloe
Alce, Jesse Artz, Tobias Bachman,
Anjila Banks, Sofia Beardsley, Jake
Bensulock, Ethan Berkman, Dylan
Bordman, Erika Bretz, Olivia
Calcaterra, JanAndre Castro, Justin
Chan, Juliette Ciullo, Abigail Conklin,
Devin Cooke, Meredith Czurlanis,
Eric De Maria, Joseph Decker,
Katherine DeFouw, Michael DePaola,
Rhythm Desai, Sofia Dietze, Jonathan
Dionisio, Matthew Drubulis, Melissa
Falk, Colin Fanning, Maura Farrell,
Alexander Fazzino, Mary Fazzino,
Lenore Ferguson, Besnik Ferizi,
Daniel Ferrone, Hannah Filler, Olivia
Fiore, Claire Fisher, Jacob Fleischer,
Olivia Fletcher, Justyanna Fortna,
Jamie Frank, Joseph Gale, Joshua
Garcia, Emma Guan, Chloe Hahn,
Paul Harris, Lily Holston, Marlena
Holston, Jackson Hopkins, Zachary
Jachera, Ryan Jones, Shruti
Khandelwal, Paul Koizumi, Hannah
Kriney, Cynthia Liang, Julia Liberto,
Amelia Lieberman, Li Hong Lin,
Dallas Lorenzetti, Megan Lozito,
Rachel Lubeck, Zachary Lubeck, Wil-
liam Mauer, Lauren McGovern,
Connor Midwinter, Natalie Mikula,
Rachel Miller, Hadley Moran, Emily
Muench, Holly Nelson, Julianne
O’Brien, Maxwell Oross, Samuel
Oross, Nicole Oslislo, Ethan Pawelec,
Thomas Peeney, Roman Perrelli,
Derek Porter, Hadley Rose, Emma
Route, Gianna Salgado, William
Schetelich, Jessica Schramm, Rohan

Shah, Michael Shapiro, Serena
Sirchio, Christopher Skwirut, Chris-
topher Smith, Lucy Spitzer, Nathaniel
Sta Rosa, Nicholas Susino, Isabella
Sutton, Daniel Villacreses-Montoya,
Carly Walker, Ryann Wall, Eric Watt,
David Wernsing, Aidan Young

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Mary Adekunle, Aliyah Adkins, Alice
Bachman, Rachel Barattucci, Thomas
Baylock, Moumit Bhattacharjee,
Mourik Bhattacharjee, Kai Bobrow,
Julia Bonhote, Meagan Bourke, Marin
Brace, Luke Brencsons, Stephanie
Brown, Ariel Burman, Avery Burman,
Camila Cabrera, Jodi Carmant, An-
thony Cerino, Kelly Chesky, Ava Chin,
Carter Chin, Victoria Cirillo, Hannah
Citarella, Benjamin Cohen, Amelia
Collins, Sofia Corsaro, Ethan Costanzo,
Gabriella Crona, Isabella Cukrow,
Kaelin Cunningham, Lila Dasi, Ryan
Debenham, Ashley DeFrancesco, Jake
DeGaetano, Francesca DiLollo, Lily
Dimon, Grace Downey, Terence
Downey, Riley Dwyer, Samantha
Edelman, Bridget Ennis, Amanda
Filipski, Lauren Fitzgerald, Olivia
Fleischer, Alessandro Frias, Joshua
Friedson, Emily Friscia, Audrey Gabbai,
Joshua Gabbai, Sophia Gallahue,
Patricia Gillen, Alexa Gingold, Evan
Gomillion, Catherine Grandmaison,
Zachary Harmer, Thomas Haverlock,
Aidan Heifetz, Amanda Hill, Megan
Hillyer, Robert Hochstaedt, Seifeldin
Hosny, Chloe Howell, Lily Hughes,
Jacob Jablon, Julia Jackson, Quinn Jack-
son, Julia John, Nina Johnson, Sherin
Kachroo, Jacob Kanterman, Joseph
Kaplan, Francesca Kastanos, Grace
Kennedy, Riya Kishen, Alyona
Kladova, Taylor Klein, Ryan Koehler,
Richa Kulkarni, Erica Lee, Jenna Lee,
Sophia Lerner, Matthew Levine, Noah
Levy, Annette Liang, Olivia Linderman,
Nithyaraajitha Lokesh, Rica Briana
Lopez, Melanie Lowell, Jackson
Lubalin, Lauren Magrino, Rachel
Manette, Marlaina Martucci, Caitlin
Maughan, Gianna Mavilla, Zachary
Mawby, Marin McAlindin, Sarah
McCall, Connor McCreesh, Eamonn
McGovern, Ava McKenzie, Gabriel
Melville, Kaitlyn Mohabir, Aislinn
Mooney, Gavin Morrobel, Kayla Mor-
row, Rory Moser, Shyana Nanshah,
Isaiah Nathaniel, Jazlyn Navarro
Jimenez, Kenneth Nelson, Therese Ni-
tro, Kyle Nolan, Vanessa Ossy, Eliza-

beth Parvin, Aditya Phatak, Elle
Priesing, Elina Puri, Grace Rehrer,
Conor Reilly, Gianna Riefler, Lucia
Robertiello, Aidan Robertson, Brodie
Robertson, Jessica Rojek, Benjamin
Root, Peri Roper, Emilia Saccento,
Sydney Sadler, Naome Samuel-Will-
iams, Isabela Segarra, Evan Sena,
Amelia Sherman, Anna Sicoli, Emily
Sicoli, Natalie Skolar, Alexander Smith,
Victoria Solsky, John Stellakis, Diana
Stinkova, Rebecca Strug, Brenna
Sullivan, Anna Szczuka, Hadassah
Tabak, Eleni Theocharopoulu, Jason
Trivisonno, Marcos Trujillo, Lucas
Vega, Johnathan Vu, Megan Walsh,
Jamie Weinberg, Dorothy Wilson,
Kerrin Wojcik, Eliyah Wong, Emily
Wyrwa, Emily Yang, Julia Yick, Julia
Zambrio, Naiomi Ziekert

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Robert Alber, Dana Ascolesi,
Ryan Au, Vincent Augello, Jayden
Ball, Ryan Beauregard, Matthew
Bender, Ava Berry, Joseph Berry,
Aiden Birnbaum, Brooke
Boissonneault, John Burke, Ryan
Chaillet Grande, Zoe
Chrisostomides, Sofia Ciullo, Colin
Clarke, Camille Cooke, Eve
Delaney, Brenna DeProspero,
Isabella DiLollo, Jack Eckstine,
Lindsay Edelman, Isabel Elimu, Jef-
frey Fezza, Katelyn Gaulin, Alicia
Goff, David Green, Michael
Hagopian, Lauren Hahn, Michael
Hayeck, Jodi Hayes, Katherine
Hochman, Madeline Joe, Amir
Johnson, Briajohnae Jones, Maeve
Kahora, Brendan Karyczak, Adam
Kiell, Andrew Kipp, Leah Klurman,
Viktoria Kozak, John Leonardo,
Robert Lerner, Noa Levine, Julian
Martin, Wilbur May, Brandon
Melnitsky, Jake Monroy, Ayden
Mullins, Ava Musano, Igor Nikolin,
Lea Oduro, Sara Pham, Charlotte
Pollack, Matthew Power, Gabriella
Pugliese, Mariam Ramazashvili,
Thomas Ricci, Kayleigh Robinson,
Tucker Rose, Samuel Rouder, Noah
Sadler, Anna Saltzman, Dante Silva,
Nicholas Solimeno, Jessica
Steinberg, Giovanni Sullivan-
Massa, Morgan Switsky, Jason
Tannenbaum, Aidan Trenery, Mor-
gan Tsin, John Vangeli, Samantha
Walden, Emily Walsh, Alyssa
Warbeck, Julianna Warren, Stella
Whitefield

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School - 2nd Marking Period

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School - 2nd Marking Period

Distinguished Honor Roll
8th Grade

Alexander Ainge, Nathaniel Ainge,
Mia Avni, Ryan Bertsch, Dexter
Blake, Alexandra Bonn, Emma
Brown, Graydon Calder, Emma
Ceraso, Alexandra Cicala, Maria
Costa, Scarlette Cozzini, Evan Cro-
zier, Cooper DelGandio, Gavin
Dokko, Alexander Duncan, Sutton
Factor, Melissa Fiorentino, Claire
Flagg, Jake Francis, Jared Goldman,
Jaylin Goncalves, Zoe Greenzang,
Julian Hamilton, Demetria Heston,
William Holland, Grace Kilbourn,
Isabella Kofsky, Katherine Li, Anna
Linenberg, Cameron Linenberg,
Rachel Malkinzon, Lillie Martel,
Sylvie Mauras, Naomi Maurer, Liam
Maurillo, Olivia Mazzola, Tyler Par-
tridge, Noah Perez, Avery Pierce, Ava
Pranke, Kayleigh Quinn, Heidi
Rosely, Krista Rumpeters, Grace
Saltzman, Stacey Salz, Leah Shir,
Sophia Simon, Ethan Stack, Saylor
Stillufsen, Alexander Tilyou, Kaitlyn
Tso, Cole Turnof, Cara Van Allen,
John Veres, Caitlin Williams, Sophie
Williams, Ryan Williamson,
Katherine Winters

Honor Roll
8th Grade

Brayden Abo, Miriam Altersohn,
Anabelle Bahadur, Micah Berger,
Alex Bergman, Jason Billings,
Camille Blaise, Michael Blake, Henry
Bloom, Alexandra Blumstein, Lauren
Booher, Casey Borak, Jonathan
Boufarah, Nicholas Brindle, Trey
Brown, Kyle Brunt, Anthony Buoscio,
Ava Burke, Natalie Bushell, Brooke
Butler, Madeline Butler, Owen
Callahan, Kaitlyn Campagna, Robert
Campagna, Leigh Canavan, Matthew
Capone, Liam Carno, Taralynn
Cassiba, Sophia Cheripka, Daniel
Cortese, William Dailey, Owen
Dembiec, Christian Dencker, Max-
well Dolling, Bridget Dougherty,
Ciara Dursee, Ryan Dwan, Gaetano
Ferrara, Christina Galdi, Avry
Giordano, Brooke Giordano, Caitlin
Giordano, Grace Glenn, Jake
Goldstein, Paige Gorczyca, Jonathan

Gorski, Caitlyn Gottlieb, Daniel Haz-
ard, Henry Hipschman, Chloe
Howard, Lucas Hubner, Mark
Jacobello, Maja Janas, Audrey Jones,
Abigail Kahn, Colin Kavanagh, Ben-
jamin Kelly, Sarah Kim, Alexander
Kolchinsky, Connor Kotiga, Jonathan
Krug, Grant Kuyat, Sarah LaMonica,
Sofia Lanza, Sophie Latessa, Sasha
Learner, Emily Leary, Justin
Lipschutz, Grace Loder, Connor
Loggie, Matteo Mancheno, Mary
Manzo, Mason Marino, Alyssa
Martinez, Michael McAndrew, Jack
McCormack, Jack McCue, Lauren
McDonough, Ronan McGurn,
Eleanor McLane, Michael Mehler,
Peter Meixner, Jack Melvin, Sophia
Montero, Alexa Mora, Arden
Moscowitz, Shea Murphy, Jeremias
Navarrete, William Oakes, Sonia
Olson, Zachary Park, Owen Paul,
Samuel Perez, Catherine Petrie,
Harrison Petrovcik, Isabella Pinto,
Dimitri Potamousis, Catherine
Puckett, Grace Pugliese, Alexa
Rappoport, James Regan, Katherine
Riordan, Shen Rosen, Annie Ryan,
Patrick Ryan, Quincy Saadeh, Taylor
Saadeh, Dylan Scanlon, Julia
Schneider, Leo Schwartz, Kelly Shen,
Constantine Sidorov, Michael Siroty,
Thomas Smiljanic, Emerson Stoller,
Jorge Suris Zayas, Lucie Talmont,
Christian Tedesco, Hannah Thomas,
Simon Thompson, Paul Tilyou, Jo-
seph Tortorella, Nikolis Tsavekou,
Chase Turnof, Zoe Utitus, Renee
Vozza, Quinn Wojcik, Dylan Wragg,
Tristan Wroe, Camille Zimmerman,
Dylan Zwally

Distinguished Honor Roll
7th Grade

Domenica Allarde, Jillian
Almendral, Evan Alvarez, Jack Ancri,

Belen Arbelaez, Danielle Arky, Ava
Bandelli, Kate Bloom, Madeline
Caherly, Beckett Calder, Giada
Cammarano, Jack Chavez, Kieran
Ciarletta, Colin Cimei, Brianna Ciotta,
Allison Constantinou, Margaret
Crooks, Gabriella Cunningham,
Grace D’Angelo, Margaret
Danenhauer, Gabriella Demeter,
Elizabeth Faragi, Tatiana Fecowycz,
Katherine Ferris, Noah Ferry, Natalie
Fitzgerald, Ty Flannery, Anna
Garretson, Lola Geoghan, Sofia
Gesser, Isabella Giacobbe, Kate
Giglio, Benjamin Goldman,
Jacqueline Greyenbuhl, Christianne
Habayeb, Andrea Hanchuk, James
Hanley, Catherine Heflin, Nina Heim,
Bridget Holland, Cole Hornbeck,
Brooke Horowitz, Maura Hyland,
Sophia Hynes, Casey Isser, Emma
Jablonka, Julianne Kamins,
Alexander Kim, Samantha
Kisztelinski, Graham Korins, Brady
Longstreet, James Lynch, David
Maimon, Cooper Martino, Peter
Mignemi, Patrick Miller, Jaiden Patel,
Madan Patel, Shriya Patel, Gabrielle
Polito, Charlotte Puckett, Keira
Redmond, Georgia Richman, Kaitlyn
Rossitto, Riley Roth, John Ryan,
Leanna Rybner, Josh Sackett, Ellie
Sacks, Anna Salvato, Kailey Sang,
David Savransky, Maximilian
Schreiner, Bradley Schuster, Charles
Sherman, Rishi Shroff, Gabrielle
Sigmund, Allison Smith, Enoch Soh,
Aviva Solovey, Vendela Surgent,
Betheny Swartz, Andrew Temo,
Caroline Terry, Elizabeth Varano,
Kaitlin Walsh, Kate Watson, Dylan
Zuckerman

Honor Roll
7th Grade

Altai Abrams, Jacob Adler, Mikel

Alkorta, Andrew Altobelli, Andrew
Amman, Kolby Azzaretto, Jack
Barbella, Hudson Berg, Ava Berman,
Reed Bienstock, Nicole Braterman,
Sara Burrick, Gavin Callahan, Tristan
Callow, Daniel Capone, Sienna
Capuano, Paul Carotenuto, Katey
Coleman, Emily Constable, Julia
Damashek, Randal Davis, John
DiGregorio, Kathryn Duncan,
Catherine Durocher, Lorenzo Enright,
Samantha Falzone, Ava Flannery,
Jacob Flynn, Corbett Foster, Lauren
Fuccillo, Devan Gambello, Hannah
Gerstel, James Gildea, Adam
Goddard, Natalie Gonzalez, Kevin
Gorelick, Ava Gorski, Francesca
Guggino, Sophie Gurland, Jacob
Hafer, James Hamilton, Brendan
Healy, Addison Hoeft, Maya Jayroe,
Luke Jordan, Leander Juraschek,
August Kinch, Charles Kinch, Max-
well Kocaj, Tatum Kocaj, Sean
Koenke, Maxwell Kurze, Luke
Laczynski, Christopher Laide, Philip
Langhart, Samantha Lerner, Erin
Malley, Kenneth Mangam, Adison
Marshall, Michael Marshall, Eamon
Mason, Daniel McGann, Emily
McGovern, Rowan McMahill, Elyse
McMeekan, Leressa Menardy, Lucy
Mineo, Edward Mitchell, Benjamin
Mitrow, Juliana Molinelli, Jessica
Moore, Mackenzie Moore, Angelina
Mora, Claire Morano, Addison
Mulholland, Colin Munz, Daniel
Murphy, Isabella Murray, Noah
Niemiera ,Lily Norton, Sean
O’Donnell, Finn O’Keefe, Piera Oren,
Sophia Paone, Matthew Passante,
Olivia Paulino, Roman Pena, Tho-
mas Pitta, Andrew Reid, Justin Ricci,
Peter Riley, Diego Rojas Cruz, Sara
Rooney, Christopher Rossetti, Pierson
Salvador, Mia Scheuermann, Audrey
Schwartz, Paul Schwartz, William
Schwartz, Liam Sen, Emily Shabinaw,
Shane Sheehan, Alexa Sheppard,
Christopher Shinners, Gregory
Simpson, Hansen Slusher, Valeria
Sourimto, Sarah Stavrovich, Lucy
Stemmler, Ashleigh Stewart, Caroline
Sullivan, Tate Sun, Sienna Tan, Luke
Tennant, Murray Topilow, Alexander
Valencia,Trent Valentine, Chloe
Walpole, Neil Weiss, Sarah Wiedman,
Asher Wiesen, Josselyn Williams,
Benjamin Wisniewski

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

SP-F School Superintendent
Margaret Hayes To Retire

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Margaret W.
Hayes, Ed.D., Superintendent of
Schools for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public
Schools for the past
13 years, has an-
nounced her retire-
ment effective July
31, 2019. Prior to be-
coming Superinten-
dent, Ms. Hayes
served as assistant
superintendent un-
der Carol B. Choye,
Ed.D, for four years.

Ms. Hayes has
been an educator for
the past 48 years.
Her career began in
Jersey City working
as a social studies/
English teacher at
the Bergen School,
where she ultimately
became Dean. After
teaching social studies at North
Brunswick High School, she became
the supervisor of social studies at
Parsippany-Troy Hills Public
Schools. She served as principal of
Intervale School and Knollwood
Schools in Parsippany, as well as
Virgil Grissom School and Walter
Schirra School in Old Bridge before
coming to Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

In a letter to staff and parents, Ms.
Hayes stated that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is a wonderful school dis-

trict, and she is deeply grateful to the
outstanding educators and dedicated
support staff who serve the district.

She acknowledged
the 27 board of edu-
cation members
with whom she was
privileged to work,
sharing that they
were always laser
focused on doing
what is best for stu-
dents, faculty and
staff, and our two
engaged communi-
ties. “Combined
with supportive par-
ents and dedicated
PTAs, no superin-
tendent could ask
for more.”

Joan V. Mast ,
Ed.D, was ap-
pointed by the board
to serve as interim

superintendent. Ms. Mast will inherit
a “high performing district” as a re-
sult of our recent Quality Single Ac-
countability Continuum (QSAC) re-
view. QSAC is the New Jersey De-
partment of Education’s evaluation
system for public school districts that
scores districts on five key compo-
nents: instruction and programing,
fiscal responsibility, governance, op-
erations and personnel. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood scored very well in all five
areas.

Margaret W. Hayes, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Public Schools

Nominations Welcomed for
Annual Philhower Award

WESTFIELD — Westfield Rotary
Club president Clark Lagemann an-
nounced that Friday, April 12, is the
deadline for nominations for the 27th
annual Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award, which recognizes an outstand-
ing full-time elementary teacher in the
Westfield Public Schools each year.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens, parents, stu-
dents and Westfield public school
staff members and should be ad-
dressed to: Charles Philhower Fel-
lowship Committee of the Westfield
Rotary Club, c/o Office of the Super-
intendent of Schools, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, or e-mailed to
rotaryphilhower@westfieldnjk12.org.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The teacher must be a
full-time faculty member in Grades K
through 5 in the Westfield Public
Schools for a minimum of five years.

The Fellowship recipient will be
honored at a Rotary luncheon and at
a Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing, both scheduled for May 7, and
will receive a Rotary grant to further
professional growth or to enhance
classroom activities for students.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Rotary Club of Westfield to
recognize the importance of teach-
ing in the elementary grades and to
honor Westfield Rotarian and School
Superintendent Charles Philhower.
Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,

was Supervising Principal (Superin-
tendent) of Westfield Public Schools
for 30 years from 1917 to 1947 and
president of the Westfield Rotary
Club in 1929-1930. As Rotary presi-
dent, he instituted the club’s annual
scholarship awards to graduating
Westfield students.

YOUR ADVERTISING

AMPLIFY

Call Jeff Gruman: 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

Combine Print, Web and Email Marketing campaigns
to Expand Your Reach within the community

The Westfield Leader   The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A continuation from last week’s newspaper listing
Of the SPFHS honor roll that had listed Grades 11 and 12.

Cranford Chamber
Scholarship Apps. Due

CRANFORD -- The deadline for
submitting applications is Friday,
March 29, for the Cranford Area
Chamber of Commerce 2019 Schol-
arship Program. Any graduating se-
nior planning on attending college or
any other accredited institute of higher
education is eligible. The student must
be a resident of Cranford and will be
graduating from Cranford High School
(CHS) or any other area high school in
2019. The Chamber will be awarding
three scholarships. Awards are based
on the student’s volunteerism and com-
munity service.

Applications for the scholarships
are available at the Guidance Office of
CHS or by calling (908) 272-6114.
All applications should be submitted
to Cranford Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, N.J., 07016.

The Cranford Area Chamber of
Commerce’s, a non-profit organiza-
tion, scholarship program is made pos-
sible by the Chamber Scholarship
Fund, which is supported through the
Chambers yearly fundraising events.
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
 ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

BLUE DEVILS LODER, MILLER, HOERLE, COMPOSTO, JACOBS; COUGARS BENCIVENGA, KORZENESKI COMPETE

Union Co. All-Stars Dominate Essex Co. in Wrestling Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One last hurrah for the seniors at
the high school level and one last
hurrah until next year for the under-
classmen took place at Roselle Park
High School with the first ever Union/
Essex County All-Star Wrestling Clas-
sic on March 20. Although a number
of individuals were involved in the
grunt work, Roselle Park Panther
Head Coach Ryan Rooney and
Plainfield Cardinal Head Coach Will
Dodd spearheaded the event.

“Growing up in Essex County I
thought why not go right next store.
It’s a perfect competitor. I think
equally talented as our county. [Coach]
Dodd and I pretty much spearheaded
it this year. It’s been in the works for

three years or so but they have been
talking about it forever. We decided
it’s time to do it. As far as us hosting
it. Hey! This is the closest spot that we
can do it, and Roselle Park getting
1,000 wins last year. Roselle Park is
kind of the hub for wrestling in Union
County. It’s a perfect spot,” Panther
Head Coach Ryan Rooney explained.

In just a period of six years, Coach
Dodd has transformed his Plainfield
team from just a handful of inexpe-
rienced wrestlers into a very com-
petitive team that finished with a

19-9 record.
“We are starting to put it together

pretty nicely and we are coming along
with the program. I had my first group
of freshmen come in and I saw them
through and they finished their senior

season. They are a testament to what
can happen when you buy into the
program, work hard and give every-
thing you got,” Coach Dodd said.

The Union/Essex All-Star Classic
featured 19 bouts with a format of a
two-minute first period, followed by
one-minute second and third periods.
With the exception of one bout being
decided by a pin and three by major
decision, the remaining 15 bouts were
closely contested. This night belonged
to the Union All-Stars as they won 14
of the bouts, including two major
decisions and the pin to emerge with
a 47-16 victory. But the importance
of the outcome was not nearly as
important as the mission.

Before the match began, Coach
Rooney said, “We have Gabe Leo,
Eddie Hummel and Elvin Guerrero,
who were selected. Also Mark Mont-
gomery was selected. He deferred to
wrestle this time. Those three guys I
am excited for them. Two are seniors.
Obviously Eddie placed sixth in the
states this year, so it’s a good oppor-
tunity to highlight your skills and your
talent for the right cause, the Navy
Seal Foundation. What better way to
do what you love and also help people
who are in need.”

Coach Dodd added, “I am going
with Union County but both lineups
are really tough with 27 state qualifi-
ers in tonight’s match, four state plac-
ers. It’s going to be a competitive
match at every weight. We put it to-
gether to promote Union County and
Essex County wrestling, and give our
best wrestlers a chance to shine and
raise money for a good cause. I am
glad we were able to do it.”

All three Panthers did quite well.
Highlighted by a low ankle single-leg

takedown and a low double-leg
takedown, Leo (120-lbs) defeated
Naquan Tory (Columbia), 6-2.

Hummel at 126-lbs swarmed all over
Carson Barry (West Essex) with seven
takedowns and a nearfall to claim an

18-4 major decision and Guerrero at
145-lbs recorded a takedown and a
switch reversal to defeat CJ Love
(Columbia), 4-0.

The Cranford Cougars entered two
wrestlers with seniors Jack Korzeneski
(138-lbs) and AJ Bencivenga (152-
lbs). Korzeneski ran into a vicious leg
wrestler in Edgar Moreno (West Or-
ange) and became a victim of a 13-1
major decision but the experience was
rewarding.

“It’s an honor to be chosen to be a
part of the first one and to set the stage
for everyone else who are coming up
in the years to follow us. It was awe-
some, had a lot of fun.”

Bencivenga on the other hand, be-
came the buzz saw and punished Dave
Guerra (Belleville) with a number of
his patented Fireman’s takedowns
before pinning him with 11 seconds
remaining. All those takedowns
seemed to temporarily tire Bencivenga
before he introduced the finishing

WILKINSON ON MOUND; GALE, CANAVAN, RAMOS SPEED

Raiders Plan Making Positive
Shifts for Success in Baseball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Positive shifts in fielding alignment
with very good internal competition
may be just what the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
needs to get another step deeper into
the thick of the action when it comes
to Union County Tournament (UCT)
and sectional tournament time. The

Raiders already return a number of
“speed demons” with seniors Willy
Gale, Josh Canavan and Jon Ramos,
and junior Dean Kirian, along with a

highly touted pitcher in senior Danny
Wilkinson, who has committed to
Villanova.

Last year with that speed and suc-
cess on the base paths, some brilliant
pitching efforts and a multitude of
memorable games, the Raiders were
right in the mix also but came up a
step short of achieving their goals.
The Raiders recorded victories over a

number of highly-ranked teams, re-
ceived the second seed for the UCT,
advanced to the semifinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-

ment and finished with a 16-11 record.
Last year Gale was the chief thief

who stormed the base paths and
swiped 17 bases in 17 attempts.
Canavan swiped nine bases in nine
attempts and Ramos swiped eight
bases in nine attempts. Kirian, who
was in the starting lineup a large por-
tion of the time, swiped five bases in
seven attempts. So the threat of mak-

ing opposing pitchers
very nervous this sea-
son exists.

The Raiders can pro-
duce some spark with
their “metal sticks” but
not necessarily the
lightning bolts that will
produce home runs and
triples.

“Right now Gale will
probably lead off.
Canavan may hit sec-
ond or ninth, with
Ramos in the two or
three spot. We’re hop-
ing Kirian returns to the
form he showed at the
end of last season and
can hit in the middle of
the order. We really
don’t have a lot of pop
in the lineup but we’ll
rely on speed stringing
baserunners together. I
really don’t know how
the rest of the batting
order will follow. [Se-
nior Tyler] Stines will

probably be in the five spot,” Raider
Head Coach Joe Higgins guessed.

Last year Canavan finished with a

SCHWERDTFEGER PROVIDES POWER, McCAFFERY RUNS

Softball Cougars Have Pitching
Depth; Adjusting Batting Order

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Preseason scrimmages have been
giving Cranford High School softball
first-year Head Coach Christine
Pemoulie a much clearer idea of which
players will settle in most efficiently
on defense as well as how to adjust
her batting order to deliver the most
offensive punch. One thing already
known is that the Cougars do have
pitching depth with the return of
sophomore Morrigan Gardiner, se-
nior Bridget Dineen and the addition
of sophomores Gabby Moreno and
Sarah Harvan.

“We have a deep pitching staff that
I am evaluating with these scrim-
mages, but Morrigan has the varsity
experience under her belt,” said Coach
Pemolulie, a 2003 CHS graduate who
had been the Cougars’ assistant coach
for three years.

A few defensive positions and place-
ments in the batting order are already
chiseled in stone with the return of
senior catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger,
senior second baseman Jayna Mallon
and sophomore shortstop Liz
McCaffery.

“Erin, Liz, and Morrigan (Mugs)
had great stats and I am expecting

very similar results this season as
well,” Coach Pemoulie said.

Aside from being a very solid
catcher, Schwerdtfeger has been a

terror at the plate and, especially, on
the base paths with her very aggres-
sive style. Last year, as the cleanup

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STACKING THE DECK...Cougar AJ Bencivenga, top, stacks Dave Guerra of
Belleville in his 152-lb bout at the All-Star Classic.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WRIST AND HALF...Blue Devil Tim Miller, top, works a wrist and half nelson
on Zach Andruchowitz of Bloomfield in his 182-lb bout at the All-Star Classic.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMING OUT ON TOP...Blue Devil CJ Composto comes out on top of Carl
Banks (Irvington) in his 132-lb bout at the All-Star Classic in Roselle Park.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WRIST CONTROL...Blue Devil Brendan Loder works wrist control in his 220-
lb bout with Ben Rivera (Caldwell) at the All-Star Classic in Roselle Park.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENTANGLED...Cougar Jack Korzeneski, bottom, tries to figure out how to
escape the leg control of Edgar Moreno (West Orange) at the All-Star Classic.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HONING THEIR SKILLS...The Raiders, in blue, try to hone their skills during a scrimmage game
with JP Stevens. The Raiders will open their season at Cranford on Tuesday, April 2.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAY AT HOME...Cougar catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger grabs the throw home in
the scrimmage game against Hanover Park at Adams Field in Cranford.
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On February 10, during the North
II Group III State Sectional Meet at
the Bennett Center in Toms River,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Che
Dashiell distinguished herself
amongst all other competitors in the
high jump and earned the North II
Group III Gold Medal.

The 2018-2019 Girls’ Winter Track
Team exhibited outstanding talent,
dedication and teamwork throughout
the season and was led by Head

Coaches Jeff Koegel and Rich
McGriff, Assistant Coach Dan
Doherty and Volunteer Coaches Peter
Kane and Alexandra Neidig.

The 2018-2019 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Boys’ Varsity Winter Track
Team achieved success at a level never
before achieved in the history of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

On January 22, February 10 and
February 16, the Boys’ Varsity Winter
Track Team competed at the Bennett

Center in Toms River earning team
championships at each event. On Janu-
ary 22, the team won the State Relay
Title by scoring 36.5 points. On Feb-
ruary 10, the team won the North II
Group III title, earning 26 more points
than the runner up. This Boys’ Varsity
Winter Track Team completed the
State Championship sweep on Febru-
ary 16, besting the runner up by 10
points.

The 4x400 team (Myles Singletary,
Justin Williams, Kyle Estivene and
Jacob Leigh) won all three State
Championships. The also team has
individual champions, Ian Celardo
(Pole Vault, North II Group III), Ben
Fleischer (3,200, Union County), and
Jacob Leigh (55 and 400, North II
Group III Champion). The 2018-2019
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Boys’ Var-
sity Winter Track Team consists of
three first team All-County Athletes:
Ben Fleischer, Brandon Garcia and
Jacob Leigh.

The 2018-2019 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Boys’ Varsity Winter Track
Team consisted of Cameron Adams,
Kenny Agwu, Akinbusola
Akinwunmi, Michael Banic, Maximo
Cardarelli, Ian Celardo, Justice
Corpin, Christopher Downey, Tyler
Dvorin, Colin Dwyer, Kyle Estivene,
Ben Fleischer, Brandon Garcia, Jacob
Leigh, Roman Perrelli, Miles Roper,
Peter Shih, Myles Singletary, Miles
Varner, Justin Williams and Melvin
Williams. Head Coaches are Jeff
Koegel and Rich McGriff, Assistant
Coach is Dan Doherty, along with
Volunteer Coaches Peter Kane and
Alexandra Neidig.

SPF Boys, Girls Winter Track Wrap-Up:

CAPTAIN McLANE ON ATTACK, CAPTAIN DARDIA IN GOAL

Blue Devils Appear Well-Knit
This Season in Boys Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All parts of a machine must be in
working order for a successful out-
come and so far this preseason the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team appears to have all of it’s parts in
sync and heading in the right direc-
tion with strong, talented personnel
on the defense, in goal, in the midfield,
on the attack and in the face-off posi-
tions.

According to Blue Devil Head
Coach Pat Tuohy, “I think we are
going to come off nicely together as a
team.”

Last year the Blue Devils had some
great performances but did have some
vulnerabilities and finished with a 12-
6 record. On opening day, the Blue
Devils displayed their moxie in an 11-
9 loss to then No. 3 Delbarton when
they scored three unanswered goals
in the fourth quarter to knot the score
before the Green Wave answered with
the final two goals. The Blue Devils
maintained possession of the Bristol
Cup with a 10-8 win over Pingry.

The Blue Devils lost to the Summit
Hilltoppers, 8-5, for the Union County
Tournament (UCT) championship
then in the North Jersey, Group 4

Tournament, the Blue Devils whipped
Clifton, 20-2, in the first round and
nipped Ridge, 6-5, in the quarterfinals
before bowing to Watchung Hills, 17-
8, in the semifinals.

In many of their games, the Blue
Devils did show a glaring vulnerabil-
ity  with the face-off position, which
forced them to be on the defensive a
majority of the time. This season,
however, senior Matt Angelo will
occupy the “Badger” — face-off po-
sition with sophomore Dan Hazard as
the backup.

“Our face-off this year is more posi-
tive. I am happy with our face-off
guys. Our percentage last year wasn’t
very good and that hurt us a lot. You
can’t win games if you can’t get pos-
session,” Coach Tuohy emphasized.

The defense consists of a group of
rough and tough long sticks, such as
senior Griffin Aslanian and juniors
Colin Freer, Reid Colwell, Hank
Shapiro and Henry Meiselman, who
were also members of the varsity foot-
ball team, and sophomore Sebastian
Birse. The short stick defense will
consist of seniors Declan Luka and
Matt Leone, and juniors Trevor
Tanella and John Eric Tilyou. The last
line of defense will be occupied by

senior captain Theo Dardia with his
brother Beckett, a junior, as his
backup.

“We are really talented there. We
have a very tough defense with Griff,
Freer, Colwell, Birse, Shapiro and
Meiselman,” Coach Tuohy said.

The primary midfielders are sopho-
mores Mack Prybylski, who will also
work on the attack, and Aidan
McLane, along with seniors Jake
Alfano and Finn Collins, and juniors
Nick Martini, Cam Carmelee and Will
Papadopoulos.

On the attack, the Blue Devils did
graduate some fine athletes with Jake
Wornow, Nicky Bond and Matt
Rittendale but return senior captain
Devon McLane, who was very pro-
ductive in scoring and assists last
year, and seniors Jake Engelke, CJ
Duffy and Tommy McGuire, who
could also work in the midfield.

“We are very capable on the attack
with Devon and Jake,” Coach Tuohy
expressed.

The Blue Devil machine would need
to be functioning in high gear when it
hosted Moorestown on March 27. Then
on Friday, March 29, the Blue Devils
will host a highly improved Scotch
Plains-Fanwood squad at 4 p.m.

BANNER WINTER TRACK SEASON...The Raider boys and girls winter track teams had a banner season.

SENIORS HALPIN, BLAZEK EXPECT TO LEAD THE WAY

Cougars Return Experienced,
Talented Players in Boys Lax

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
varsity lacrosse team returns in 2019
hoping to build on a successful 2018
campaign. The Cougars finished 11-7
overall last year. They advanced to
the second round of the Union County
Tournament where they lost to the
New Providence Pioneers. The Cou-
gar boys did likewise in the state
playoffs, winning their first round
match before losing to Wall.

Head Coach Al Reinoso enters his
15th year at the helm of the program.

He has guided the team since its in-
ception. Reinoso will have to replace
some key players this season if his
current Cougar team is to match the
success of last year’s group.

“We graduated five players from
last year’s team. All started for us.
One player, Hunter Brogan, was all
conference and is playing for Stevens
Tech, a powerful Division 3 program.”

But the cupboard is far from bare.

Cranford returns several experienced
and talented players.

“I believe our strength this year
could be in our returning balance,”
said Reinoso. “We have some hard-
working players at each position that
have put in a lot of hard work in the
off-season to get ready for this year.”

Expect the Cougars to be espe-
cially strong in the middle of the field
where senior Conor Halpin and jun-
ior Cole Blazek will lead the way.

In 2018, Halpin scored 25 goals
and notched six assists, while win-
ning 178 face-offs and collecting 147

ground balls. Blazek scored 37 goals,
recorded 26 assists and scooped up
102 ground balls.

“Conor Halpin and Cole Blazek
were both All-Division and league
First Team players for us,” com-
mented Reinoso.

Seniors Dante Cassaro and Ryan
Echavarria will man the attack posi-
tions. Last year Cassaro scored 26
goals and logged 30 assists, while

collecting 33 ground balls. Echavarria
tallied nine goals and five assists, while
adding 42 ground balls to his stat sheet.

Senior Justin Marko and junior
Liam Loughlin will head up the de-
fense.

Senior Phil Marotta returns in goal
for the Cougars. As a junior, Marotta
recorded 165 saves, while allowing
112 goals against.

Matching last season’s success
could be a tall order this year, espe-
cially in the incredibly tough Union
County field. Cranford will compete
in the NJILL Kimber Conference

against the likes of Montclair
Kimberley, Oratory and Verona.
Reinoso sets reasonable goals for his
current team.

“We will look to rebuild and con-
tinue improving each week so that we
are able to be competitive down the
stretch and into the postseason.”

 Cranford gets the season under
way at home on Saturday, March 30,
at 11 a.m. against St. John Vianney.

SPF RAIDER GIRLS SWIM TEAM...(Refer to the season wrap-up in the March 14 edition) The 2018-2019 Girls Varsity
Swim Team that won its fifth straight Union County Tournament title consisted of Aubrey Bagdonas, Julianna Blanco, Julia
Bonhote, Stephanie Brown, Camille Cooke, Sofia Corsaro, Rachel DiFabrizio, Kaleigh Einhorn, Sophia Gallahue, Katelyn
Gaulin, Lily Holston, Chloe Howell, Lily Hughes, Kaitlyn Jackmin, Nicole Kenny, Sofia Leonetti, Kaitlyn Lusk, Aislinn
Mooney, Eleanor Richard, Jessica Rojek, Emma Route, Abby Ryan, Rachel Small, Morgan Tsin, Caroline Warren, Julianna
Warren, Chloe Yang and Julia Yick. Head Coach is Jessica Hulnik and Assistant Coach is Judy Sharkey.

SPF RAIDER BOYS SWIM TEAM...(Refer to the season wrap-up in the March 14 edition) The Raider boys swim team that
won the North Jersey, Section 2, Public B title consisted of Christian Blanco, Drew Burfeindt, Josh Cohen, Luka Culjak,
Michael DePaola, Daniel Donaldson, Owen Ferrone, Virendra Ghate, Corey He, Sean Hough, Stanley Kanu, Prabvir
Kukreja, Matt London, Ethan Melville, Sean Merkel, Jason Mongiovi, Ethan Morrobel, Gavin Morrobel, Conor Reilly,
David Riedell, Lucas Route, Alan Shao, James Sullivan and Aidan Trenery. Head Coach is Jessica Hulnik and Assistant
Coach is Judy Sharkey.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2130

CALENDAR YEAR 2019
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH

A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 2.50%
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous years final
appropriations; and

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordi-
nance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
increase authorized by this ordinance when
said difference is not appropriated as part
of the final budget; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union, hereby
determines that this difference in the
amount of $ 333,228.48 that is not appro-
priated as part of the final budget shall be
retained as an exception to the final appro-
priations in either of the next two succeed-
ing years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to

final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on March 26,
2019 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for
final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM on April 9, 2019 or at
any time and place to which such meeting
may be adjourned. All persons interested
will be given the opportunity to be heard
concerning such ordinance. Copies of this
ordinance are available at the Office of the
Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $57.12

PUBLIC NOTICE

SPF Raider Boys, Girls Won Swim Titles

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH AND PHYSICAL DEFENSE...The Blue Devil Laxers, in blue, demonstrated their toughness during a recent
scrimmage game with the Hillsborough Raiders at Gary Kehler Stadium. The Blue Devils boys lacrosse team appears to be
well-knit across the board and are expecting success this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING FOR THEIR OPENER...The Cranford Cougars, in blue, gear up for their home opener with St. John Vianney
on March 30 at 11 a.m. during a recent scrimmage game with Rutgers Prep at Memorial Field in Cranford.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

SHRINER, SZCZECH STRONG HITTING; VANDAM PITCHING

Cougars Return the Majority
Of Last Year’s Starting Lineup

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR BASEBALL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kevin Donovan, Tyler Szczech, Jack Korzeneski and
Jack McAleavey; back row, Mike Meola, Austin Williams, Jeremy Ruka, Jake Van Dam, Jimmy Shriner and Andrew Dolan.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very familiar faces and many of
them will be in the starting lineup for
the Cranford High School baseball
team this year. With an experienced
pitching staff, which includes four
seniors, an established infield and
outfield, and a number of dangerous
hitters in the batting order, the Cou-

gars can be expected to be showing
their teeth constantly.

“Every year we hope that we can
put a good team on the field. In
Cranford you are always going to get
good, hardworking kids in baseball.
The community really backs you up.
As every year, we are very excited
and hope to be able to put a good
product on the field for the commu-

nity,” Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffery expressed.

Last year with only one senior in
the starting batting order, the Cougars
had a number of thrilling games but
lost several close ones to finish with a
12-8-1 season. The one tie being with
the Governor Livingston Highland-
ers, who went on the win the Union

LAWRENCE, HOWELL, ROMANO, HOBSON BRING CLOUT

Softball Blue Devils to Feature
Athleticism, Lineup Flexibility

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Increased athleticism may be the
little extra spark needed for this year’s
Westfield High School softball team
to reach the top rung in Union County
and perhaps the sectional tournament.
The Lady Blue Devils already return
a host of three and four-year varsity
players, who are not only agile defen-
sively but they also pack a lot of clout
with the “metal Stick” but the addi-
tion of a fine group of athletic sopho-
mores and freshmen may give them
that “winning edge”.

“We are excited about this upcom-
ing season. We have a really nice mix
of talented newcomers and veterans.
Our returners have stepped into their
leadership roles nicely and the new-
comers are picking things up quickly.
The athleticism of our team as a whole
is the strongest it has been in years.
We are looking to use this athleticism
to dictate our approach to the game.
Almost all of our players are able to
play multiple positions successfully.
This will allow much more flexibility
in lineups,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin Cheddar said.

Last year, the Lady Blue Devils did
pack the clout but fell short on several
very close games during the regular
season, lost a 2-0 duel to Roselle Park
for the Union County Tournament
(UCT) title then fell to the
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 2-1, in
eight innings in the North Jersey, Sec-

tion 2, Group 4 Tournament to finish
with a 12-12 record.

The team leadership will be in the
hands of seniors Erica Lawrence, Julia
Romano, Genevieve Howell, Rachel
Rothenberg, Emily Su (pitcher) and
Emily Wistner (first base/catcher).

Lawrence, who has committed to
play at St. Joe’s next year, has been
absolutely solid behind the plate and
is expected to be even better this
season Last year she led the team with
a .402 batting average (BA) going 33-
for-82, with 10 doubles, a triple and
three home runs. She also led the team
with 18 RBI and scored 18 runs. Be-
hind the plate, Lawrence will be a
solid influence for sophomore pitcher
Michaela Hobson and freshman
backup Kalea Calugay.

“At this point Michaela Hobson will
be taking on the majority of the pitching
responsibility. Kalea Calugay will also
get time. Catching responsibilities will
go to Erica Lawrence and junior Julia
Gagliardi,” Coach Cheddar said.

Howell shifted from right field her
sophomore season to leftfield last year
and performed well. She also per-
formed well at the plate with a .364
BA (28-for 77), which included a
team-leading 11 doubles to go with a
home run. Howell also had 15 RBI
and scored 15 runs.

Romano, a rangy shortstop, as-
sumed the leadoff spot last year and
finished with a .284 BA (23-for-81)
with five doubles, three triples and a

home run, while knocking in 14 runs
and leading the team in scoring with
19 runs. Her sophomore season
Romano, who has committed to play
at Lafayette next year, proved that she
also could provide the “big bang”
with eight doubles, two triples and a
team-leading six home runs.

Rothenberg, who had a .269 BA
(14-for-52) with five RBI and five
runs scored, last year has settled in
well at third base.

Hobson proved to be a fireballer on
the mound last year. In her 60.33
innings, she recorded 61 strikeouts,
28 walks and hit three batters, while
allowing 55 hits and 31 earned runs.
Hobson had a strong mound perfor-
mance in the UCT Championship
game and also came through with a
pair of doubles. Offensively, Hobson
had a .340 BA (17-for-50) with four
doubles, two home runs, eight RBI,
nine runs scored and six walks.

Also returning are sophomore
Emma Pietrewicz, who got more play-
ing time in right field, and junior
outfielders Caroline Dwyer and
Megan Prasek.

Some of the top newcomers are
sophomores Molly Stogner (2B) and
Allie Fernandez (OF), and freshmen
Alivia Macaluso (3B/OF) and
Calugay (P/CF).

According to Coach Cheddar,
“Molly has been doing an excellent
job making athletic plays at second
base. She has a strong arm, solid bat
and a really good field sense. Allie is
a very speedy lefty. She tracks balls
really well in the outfield. She also
might see some time at first base for
us this spring. Alivia’s strength,
athleticism and work ethic have been
on full display all preseason. She is
one of the fastest third basemen we’ve
had in a long time and she will likely
get a lot of time in our leadoff slot.
Kalea covers a lot of ground in the
outfield. Her mechanics are among
the best we’ve had in the outfield in a
long time. She has an excellent arm.
Kalea has also done a nice job on the
mound this preseason. She will see
some pitching time this year.”

At this point, the Blue Devils are
scheduled to host the defending UCT
champion Roselle Park Panthers on
Tuesday, April 2, at 4 p.m.

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

Javier Matallana Maryalice Ryan Bobbee Mulvee Elizabeth Bataille

Westfield | $1,399,000 
Better Than New! Stunning 5BR, 5+Bth
Colonial Built in 2016 w/Highst Qual &
Appntmnts & Upgrdd w/Improvements.
Search 3539073 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers February 2019

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

TOP TEAM
Lisa Stafford Team

Westfield | $1,029,000  
Classic Wychwood Colonial Cul-De-Sac loca-
tion! 5BR 3+BA Beautiful Appntmnts, Leaded
Glass Windows, Built-In Cabinetry & more.
Search 3536935 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $865,000  
Great oppty ~ looking to built/expand/reno.
Center hall split level ready for your pers.
touch. Fab prop.125x150 premier street. 
Search 3539016 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $795,000  
MOVE IN READY..completely renovated
Lovely 4 BR colonial, Washington SD loc.
RESORT STYLE LIVING..stunning yard. 
Search 3538368 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $649,900  
Great Loc. Move Right In~this beautifully
Updtd 4BR, 2BA Colonial w/Open Floor Plan
Spacious .Terrific yard. Won't Last! 
Search 3538677 on CBHomes.com

Westfield | $525,000  
Lovely Cape Cod style home. Updated
kitchen with breakfast bar. 4Bedrooms, 2+BA
Central Air. Partially Finished basement. 
Search 3537145 on CBHomes.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

MOUNTAINSIDE – Sales are un-
derway at Alpine Ridge, an intimate
new enclave of just 30 luxury
townhomes for 55+ homebuyers in
the upscale Union County borough of
Mountainside, N.J.

Nestled between the vibrant down-
towns of Westfield and Summit and
easily accessible to New York City
via NJ Transit, Alpine Ridge offers
homebuyers the opportunity to lead a
lifestyle of comfort and luxury in an
ultra-convenient location. Each de-
sign-driven, two- and three-bedroom
townhome features expansive living
spaces with upscale finishes and ap-
pointments that rival those found in
many custom single-family homes,
yet provides a sought-after low-main-
tenance lifestyle.

That means more free time for en-
tertaining guests, pursuing passions,
indulging in hobbies, or exploring the
impressive array of local restaurants,
boutique shops, golf courses, and
cultural attractions that are just min-
utes from the community.

With construction of the boutique
collection of homes now completed,
immediate occupancy is available.
However, buyers still have the oppor-
tunity to personalize their homes by
selecting from a wide array of options
and finishes.

“Alpine Ridge at Mountainside was
designed for discerning homebuyers
who are looking for upscale, easier-
to-manage residences in a location
that offers them a vibrant lifestyle
experience,” said Robyn Tokar, Sales
Manager at Housemart, which was
tapped by developer Alpine Ridge,
LLC as the community’s exclusive
sales agent. “The homes have been
meticulously crafted for style and
function, with open floor plans, de-
signer finishes and appointments,
first-floor master suites and full base-
ments for additional entertaining and
storage space.”

Four distinctive home designs have
been created for Alpine Ridge, rang-
ing in size from 2,429 to 2,740 square
feet of living space at introductory
prices starting at $699,900. The de-
signs feature two or three bedrooms
with a plush master suite on the first
floor, a two-car garage and a full
unfinished basement.

Found throughout the homes are
gourmet kitchens with furniture-qual-
ity 42-inch cabinets and crown mold-
ing, granite or quartz countertops,
large center islands and tile

backsplash. A high-end, energy-effi-
cient appliance package includes a
self-cleaning oven, microwave, gas
range, wet bar and wine refrigerator,
per plan.

Master baths, second baths and
powder rooms are similarly well-ap-
pointed, with granite countertops,
furniture-quality cabinetry and vani-
ties, oversized showers with seam-
less shower doors.

Each home also features hardwood
floors throughout the first floor, wall-
to-wall carpeting in the second-story
lofts and bedrooms, and ceramic tiles
in the baths and powder room. Cus-

tom oak stair railings are also in-
cluded, as well as gas direct-vent fire-
places, available per plan. All ceil-
ings are nine feet or higher.

Enhancing the appeal of the
community’s homes are their attrac-
tive exteriors, featuring partial stone
fronts, maintenance-free Hardy plank
siding, and designer fiberglass front
doors. All homes also include rear
patios for outdoor living and al fresco
dining.

Alpine Ridge at Mountainside’s
location off Route 22 near both down-
town Westfield and Summit means
residents of the community are al-
ways just a short car ride away from
an array of gourmet restaurants, ca-
sual bistros, espresso bars, farmers
markets, shops, cultural attractions
and parks. Mountainside itself is home
to many favorite restaurants, a movie
theater, and the Trailside Nature and

Science Center, a wonderful launch-
ing point for a hike through the
Watchung Reservation.

A number of public and private
golf courses are nearby, including the
Echo Lake Country Club just three
miles away and the Baltusrol Golf
Club, home to major PGA tourna-
ments, just five miles away. Destina-
tions such as the Mall at Short Hills,
the Paper Mill Playhouse, the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center and
the Prudential Center are all easily
accessible. Residents can also rent a
paddle boat, picnic by the lake, visit
the dog park, enjoy a free summer

concert, or simply take an afternoon
stroll at scenic Echo Lake Park, lo-
cated less than two miles from the
community.

For those looking to commute for
work or pleasure to New York City —
located about 23 miles away – conve-
nient NJ Transit rail service is avail-
able from Westfield and Summit,
while NJ Transit bus service is lo-
cated right across the street from the
community.

For more information on Alpine
Ridge at Mountainside and to sched-
ule a private appointment to tour the
fully-furnished model home, visit
www.AlpineRidgeMountainside.com
or call (732) 710-3839. The Sales
Center is located at 1490 U.S. High-
way 22 West, Mountainside, N.J.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

MOUNTAINSIDE LUXURY TOWNHOMES...Sales are underway at Alpine
Ridge in Mountainside, brand-new luxury townhomes for 55+ buyers, just
minutes from downtown Westfield and Summit.

Alpine Ridge Luxury Townhomes
Now Open In Mountainside

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOURTH VARSITY SEASON...Blue Devil senior shortstop Julia Romano will be
playing her fourth season at the varsity level.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 1960s,the Decade
WHS Took Off: 1963

Fourth of a 10-part series
The 1962-63 school year was

memorable for many things besides
the best won-lost record in WHS his-
tory (123-20-7, 86.1 percent).

Among them …
In September, the Soviet Union

began sending arms to Cuba; presi-
dent John F. Kennedy told an audi-
ence at Rice University that “America
will put a man on the moon by the end
of the decade”; Bob Dylan’s “A Hard
Rain’s a-Gonna Fall” was released;
The Jetsons debuted on ABC;

In October, Johnny Carson began
his 30-year run as host of the Tonight
Show on NBC; the Cuban Missile
Crisis went from Oct. 14-28 with the
world teetering on the edge of a nuclear
war;

In November, the United Nations
General Assembly condemned South
Africa’s racist Apartheid policies;
Richard M. Nixon lost the California
governor’s election and promises,
“you won’t have Nixon to kick around
anymore”;

In December, U.S. Senate Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield became the
first American official to make a non-
optimistic public on the Vietnam
War’s progress; the New York City
newspaper strike began; Cuba re-
leased the last 1,113 participants in
the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion to
the U.S. in exchange for $53 million
of food;

In January, the Viet Cong won its
first major victory of the Vietnam
War; George Wallace was elected
governor of Alabama, proclaiming
“segregation forever”;

In February, the Beatles recorded
their debut album in a single day;

In March, the New York City news-
paper strike ended after 114 days;

In April, the soap opera General
Hospital debuted on ABC; the U.S.
nuclear submarine Thresher sank 110
miles off Cape Cod – among the 129
dead is WHS graduate Tom Clements
(’56);

In May, Coca-Cola introduced Tab;
the first James Bond film, Dr. No, was
released; The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan
album was released;

In June, the National Hockey
League conducted its first Entry Draft;
the Moscow-Washington (aka the red
phone) was conceived; president
Kennedy concluded a wildly success-
ful month of speeches – including his
Civil Rights Address – with his “Ich
Bin Ein Berliner” speech in West
Germany.

Also on June 20 the largest gradu-
ating class in school history got their
diplomas in a ceremony at the audito-
rium. (And on July 1 the U.S. Postal

Senior Bob King set school records for
points (641) and rebounds (485) that
still exist today, 56 years later.

Service introduced Zip Codes to speed
up the mail service.)

Those, of course, are just some of
the highlights but, obviously, the world
was still a chaotic place – and it got far
worse in November, when president
Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas.

Here’s a quick look at how the
varsity sports teams did during the
1962-63 year:

Cross-country: Coach Walt
Clarkson’s program went 10-0-1, win-
ning the conference and county titles,
and finishing second at sectionals and
states. Captain was Bob Meares, while
juniors Steve Atwood, Steve Calvert
and Gerry McGowan were usually
the top finishers.

Football: Gary Kehler experienced
his first varsity football coaching loss,
after going 16-0-1 in his first 17 games
(part of a 22-game unbeaten streak),
to Plainfield 27-7. Co-captains Marty
Howarth and Dave Morash led the
Devils to a 7-1-1 season, the defense
only allowing 19 points in the first
eight games.

Basketball: Bob King scored 641
points and grabbed 485 rebounds
(both school marks to this day) to lead
John Lay’s team to a 23-3 record. Bob
Felter, John Bannon and Bob
Whittaker helped the team win the
county title, but they were upset in
overtime by Scotch Plains in the sec-
ond round of states.

Swimming: Walt Clarkson’s third
year produced a third county title, a
third state A Division crown and a 14-
0 record. Among the state champions
were diver Steve McCoy,
breaststroker Dave Perkowski and the
medley and freestyle relays.

Wrestling: The grapplers went 10-
1-1 and won their first district title,
behind champions Jim Powers, Den-
nis Minno, Ken Powers, Joe Wiendl,
Bill Hedden and Dave Morash. Cap-
tain Morash also won his second
straight state title. Top guys were Pow-
ers (16-2-1), Joe Wiendl (15-4), Bill
Hedden (16-3), Morash (21-1-1) and
Marty Howarth (15-2).

Baseball: The first year under Norm
Koury (34-0 with the jayvees) pro-
duced an 18-7 record and the first

Union County Tournament title in
program history. Roger Doyle (.321)
and Nick Piscopo (.289) were the
leading hitters. The Blue Devils re-
lied on a pitching staff of seniors
Marty Howarth and captain Jim Smith,
juniors Dennis Burke and Bill Richold
and sophomore Greg Chlan.

Golf: Coach Gary Kehler’s team
went 10-1, winning conference (first
year of event) and county titles. Cap-
tain Mike Ketcham was low man at
conference and medalist at counties.

Tennis: Sam Bunting returned from
his sabbatical and the team went 16-2,
falling to Mountain Lakes in the state
semifinals for the second straight year.
Bob Stuhler, Phil Grant and Dan
Hanke handled singles. At the non-
team county tournament, Stuhler won
the singles title, while captain Steve
Booth and Page Stephens captured
doubles.

Track: The cindermen went 7-2
but, in a rarity for a Walt Clarkson-
coached team, didn’t bring home any
“bling.” They were second at confer-
ence, fifth at counties and seventh at
sectionals. Co-captains Bob Meares
(800) and Earl Vigne (shot) and jun-
ior Steve Atwood (mile) won confer-
ence titles.

Record: 123 wins, 20 losses, 7 ties;
four conference, five county, one dis-
trict and one state title.

Next week: 1964
OPENING DAY

The 2019 spring sports season was
scheduled to kick off yesterday
(Wednesday, March 27) with a pair of
rugged lacrosse matches: the boys
hosting Moorestown at Kehler Sta-
dium, and the girls traveling to Bergen
County to face Northern Highlands.

Among the standouts on
Moorestown is junior midfielder
Shane Knobloch, a 37-goal scorer
last year. He is the son of K.C.
Knobloch (’78), a former WHS foot-
ball-baseball star and a member of the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame. The
Quakers were 16-6 last year and lost
to Northern Highlands in the boys
state Group 3 final.

The Highlanders (formerly the
Scotty Dogs; why would they change
that?) are located in the upper-right
corner of the state, and are among the
girls state Group 3 elite. They were
14-7 last year and reached the state
sectional final.

THIS AND THAT
The nj.com/sports website has been

announcing its end-of-season team
rankings and all-state teams, and WHS
is included in most of them.

Girls basketball: No. 46 in the
state. Sam Stravach will graduate as
WHS’s No. 19 all-time scorer with
484 points and No. 5 all-time
rebounder with 426.

Bowling: No. 10 in the state.
Boys ice hockey: No. 17 in the

state, and No. 6 among public schools
(the top 10 were all parochial/private
schools). Trevor Tanella (Group 4
second team) and CJ Duffy (Group 4
third team) earned all-state honors.

Boys swimming: No. 16 in the
state, a solid ranking for most schools
but it was the Blue Devils’ first time
not finishing in the Top 10 in 25 years,
since the rankings began in 1995.

Girls swimming: No. 7 in the state,
the team’s highest ranking since 2014.

Wrestling: No. 36 in the state. The
Blue Devils were the Union County
Conference Team of the Year and Glen
Kurz was the UCC Coach of the Year.

IN PASSING
John Pinto (’80), a standout wres-

tler at WHS, passed recently at age
56. Pinto, whose father John was a
five-sport star at Scotch Plains H.S. in
the 1940s, was 14-3 as a junior, win-
ning a District 12 title and qualifying
for states, and 19-4 as a senior co-
captain.

Teddy Allen (’79), a two-sport ath-
lete at WHS, passed recently at age
57. In football, he scored two touch-
downs and averaged 7.9 yards per
carry as a senior. As a 135-pound
wrestler, he was 10-8-1 as a senior.PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Palumbo, Renaud &
DeAppolonio, LLC, 190 North Avenue
East, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Township Tax Appeal At-
torney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Acrisure LLC, 1460
Route 9 North, Suite 310, Woodbridge,
New Jersey 07095

SERVICES: Risk Manager/Consultant
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and
Flaum, 15 Mountain Boulevard, War-
ren, New Jersey 07059

SERVICES: Prosecutor
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Palumbo, Renaud &
DeAppolonio, LLC., 190 North Avenue
East, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Affordable Housing Attor-
ney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: CGP&H, Inc., 101 In-
terchange Plaza, Suite 301, Cranbury,
New Jersey 08512

SERVICES: Affordable Housing Admin-
istrative Agent

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Acrisure LLC, 1460
Route 9 North, Suite 310, Woodbridge,
New Jersey 07095

SERVICES: Health Insurance Broker
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Trinitas Regional
Medical Center, Family Resource Cen-
ter/C.A.R.E EAP, 300 North Avenue
East, Cranford, New Jerset 07016

SERVICES: 2019 Employee Assistance
Program, (Resolution No. 2019-37)

DATE: January 15, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Harbor Consultants,
Inc., 320 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Township Planner
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Rainone Coughlin
Minchello, One Woodbridge Center,
Suite 515, Woodbridge, New Jersey
07095

SERVICES: Township Attorney
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Mott MacDonald, 111
Wood Avenue South, Iselin, New Jer-
sey 08830-4112

SERVICES: Township Engineer
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: DiFrancesco,
Bateman, Kunzman, Davis, Lehrer and
Flaum, 15 Mountain Boulevard, War-
ren, New Jersey 07059

SERVICES: Redevelopment Attorney
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: David Littman, Esq.,
129 North Wood Avenue, Linden, New
Jersey 07036

SERVICES: Public Defender
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Suplee Clooney &
Co., 308 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090-2122

SERVICES: Township Auditor
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy LLC,
37 Alden Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016

SERVICES: Bond Counsel
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Rainone Coughlin
Minchello, One Woodbridge Center
Drive, Suite 515, Woodbridge, New Jer-
sey 07095

SERVICES: Township Labor Relations
Attorney

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Harbor Consultants,
Inc., 320 North Avenue East, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016

SERVICES: Affordable Housing Plan-
ner

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2019
DATE: January 1, 2019

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 03/28/19, The Times Fee: $17.34

Westfield High School Varsity Bowling Team — from middle school to Confer-
ence and Sectional champions!

This year’s varsity team (who
started in the middle school program
five years ago) finished the season
with a 17-1 record, Conference Title
and Sectional Championship. Here is
an opportunity to be part of a success-
ful program.

If your son or daughter is inter-
ested in bowling, there will be an
opportunity for all middle school
students. It will run every Monday
and Thursday at Garwood Lanes
from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m., starting April
25 and ending on June 10. The cost
will be $9 a session. Each session
includes three games and shoes. You
do not have to attend every session
and only have to pay for the sessions
that are attended. It will be run by
Varsity Bowling Coach Ralph Corey

and assisted by many of the Westfield
Varsity bowlers. It will be for kids
who have never bowled before all
the way up to very experienced
bowlers. The kids will learn the
proper techniques such as:

Balance
Arm Swing
Approach
Release
Spare shooting
Scoring
If you are interested or have any

questions, please contact Coach Corey
at rcorey@westfieldnjk12.org or As-
sistant Coach Al Rabinowitz at
aljenrab@gmail.com or (908) 451-
2794.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Softball Cougars Have Pitching, Adjusting Order
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

hitter, she led the team with a .441
batting average (BA) going 30-for-
68, which included three home runs, a
triple, five doubles, 15 RBI, 13 runs
scored and two stolen bases.

As the starting shortstop and lead-
off hitter last year, McCaffery led the
team with 21 runs scored and went
30-for-71 for a .423 BA, which in-
cluded four RBI, a triple, six walks
and a stolen base.

“It’s looking like Liz will be our
leadoff and Erin will be batting in the
clean-up spot. As for the rest of our
lineup, I need to see what works best
in the scrimmages, but after today
[Summit scrimmage on March 18], I
saw hitting across the board,” Coach
Pemoulie revealed.

Last year Mallon played second
base and went 12-for-54 (.222 BA)
with a double, three RBI, four runs
scored and two walks. Gardiner re-
corded a .333 BA (17-for-51) with
seven RBI, five runs scored, two
doubles and a triple. On the mound,
as the backup for Brenna Dolan, who
has graduated, Gardiner in 12 in-
nings, struck out 20, walked 11 and
allowed 13 hits. Dineen in 10 in-
nings, recorded 10 strikeouts, walked
seven and allowed nine hits. Dineen
also had three hits in 17 plate appear-
ances.

Also returning are sophomores Ava
Manfra (outfield) and Mia Markase
(third base/catcher) who experienced
a good amount of action last year.
Manfra had a .294 BA (5-for-17)
with a double, 10 runs scored, an

RBI, two walks and two stolen bases.
Markase was 11-for-28 (.393 BA)
with eight RBI, four runs scored and
two doubles.

Other newcomers on the roster are:
sophomores Morgan Heim (first
base) and Ali Letterio (outfield), se-
nior Grace Kisly (outfield) and fresh-
men Samantha Brunton (outfield) and
Emma Ingraham (third base).

“I’m very excited about our first
baseman Morgan Heim who was in-
jured last season. She is very tal-
ented and also a great hitter,” Coach
Pemoulie expressed.

Last year, the Lady Cougars did
have games that ended on a high note
to go with some that did not and
finished with an 11-9 record. Some
highlights were a pair of victories (6-
1, 6-2) over the Governor Livingston

Highlanders and a 4-3 regular-sea-
son  win over the Westfield Blue
Devils, who made it to the Union
County Tournament (UCT) champi-
onship game. The Cougars lost a
tight one to the AL Johnson Crusad-
ers, 4-2, and another one, 3-2, to the
Roselle Park Panthers, who won the
UCT title. The Cougars advanced to
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
semifinals where they lost to top-
seeded, No. 6 Middletown North.

This season the Cougars are hoping
to be on the top side of those close
losses. They will open their season
against the Elizabeth Minutemen at
Adams Field in Cranford on Monday,
April 1, at 4 p.m. then two days later
on April 3, the Cougars will clash
with the GL Highlanders in Berkeley
Heights at 4 p.m.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos

From Middle School To
Conference and Sectional Champions!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRETCHING FOR THE PUTOUT...Cougar sophomore first baseman Morgan Heim stretches to get the putout on a
Hornet during a scrimmage game against Hanover Park at Adams Field in Cranford.
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Union County All-Stars Dominate Mat Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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LIVE PROMINENT

touches.
“Pretty gassed! Not in shape,”

Bencivenga expressed. “Still won on
the mat, so that’s a positive. Got a lot
of Fireman’s though.”

Westfield had five representatives
and all represented themselves well.
Freshman Luke Jacobs dropped a 6-1

decision to Gerald VanBaelen
(Bloomfield) wrestling up at 113-lbs.

“I’m feeling happy to be here as a
freshman. It’s pretty cool. I was the
second guy to go out. I was a little

nervous then once I got out there, I did
my thing and all the butterflies went
away,” Jacobs recalled.

Junior Luke Hoerle (120-lbs), in
workman-like fashion, began with a
low Fireman’s takedown and a two-
point tilt then added an escape and a
quick-throw takedown to defeat James
Benjamin (West Orange), 7-0.

“This match doesn’t matter, so I hit
my moves, tried to get a win. It’s cool
wrestling here. Most kids on our squad
during the regular-season are my en-
emies from different towns but we are
all friends off the mats, so It’s cool to
be on the same team competing,”
Hoerle expressed.

Junior CJ Composto (132-lbs) re-
corded a double-leg takedown, an
escape and standing cradle-to-single-
leg takedown to top Carl Banks
(Irvington), 5-0.

“I’m feeling pumped that Westfield
had five guys here and I hope next
year we have even more because it is
an honor to be invited to this team. It
was a good showing from Westfield
tonight,” Composto said.

Senior Tim Miller, who came up
one win shy of placing in the Top-8 at
Atlantic City, used a head-and-arm
walk around takedown and added an
escape to defeat Zach Andruchowitz
(Bloomfield), 3-0, at 182-lbs

“It felt good to end my season on a
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A REMATCH IN A WAY...The Blue Devil third baseman tries to put a tag on a Millburn Miller during a scrimmage game
in Westfield last week. Last year, the Blue Devils defeated the Millers, 4-2, for the North 2, Group 4 title and later fell short
to Hunterdon Central for the Group 4 title. The Blue Devils finished 19-10 but graduated a host of players, so a lot of new
faces will take to the field when they open their season at Union on Monday, April 1.

Baseball Blue Devils Prep for Regular Season

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-STAR CHAMPS...The Union County All-Stars consisted of Patrick Phillips and Nick Stampoulos (Brearley), AJ
Bencivenga and Jack Korzeneski (Cranford), Alex Dorce and Mike Afolabi (Linden), Joe Delia and Nadeem ElMahroukey
(New Providence), Kaelan Francois, Josh Darisme and Chris Delmau (Rahway), Eddie Hummel, Gabe Leo and Elvin
Guerrero (Roselle Park), along with Luke Jacobs, Luke Hoerle, CJ Composto, Tim Miller and Brendan Loder (Westfield).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING FOR THE ESCAPE...Blue Devil junior Luke Hoerle works to escape
the grasp of James Benjamin (West Orange) in his 120-lb bout.

Special thanks to Bobby Bulger
(CHS 86'), Kevin Murray and many
CHS wrestling alumni

Below are the First, Second, Third
Team varsity selections with Honor-
able Mentions for fourth and fifth by
weight class. Also, by consensus of
the entire wrestling alumni body, we
formally name William “Willie the
Kid” Carpenter as the Greatest Cou-
gar of All Time (GOAT). (March 19,
2019).

ALL TIME COUGAR ROSTER
FIRST TEAM ALL COUGARS

Cougar & Weight Class
Ralph Zobel - 106
William Carpenter - 113 *GOAT
Phil Sandford - 120
Richard Prior - 126
Peter Pender - 132
Gavin Murray - 138
Robert Clare - 145
Walter Reichert - 152
Greg Donofrio - 160
Patrick Hogan - 170
George Craft - 182
Nik Fekete - 195
Greg Donofrio - 220
Sam Richardson - Hwt.

SECOND TEAM ALL COUGARS
Cougar & Weight Class

William Pfaff - 106
John Cuccolo - 113
William Carpenter - 120
Anthony Cerrato - 126
Roland Scheller - 132
Frank Genova - 138
Matt Digiovanni - 145
Gavin Murray - 152
Patrick Hogan - 160
Vince Concina - 170
Niko Cappello - 182
John Murphy - 195
Patrick Ekstrom - 220
Larry Davis - Hwt.

THIRD TEAM ALL COUGARS
Cougar Weight Class

Bernard Silberman - 106
Raymond Gribble - 113
Gary Jones - 120
Gary Jones - 126
Christopher Scorese - 132
Roland Scheller - 138
Robert Verhoeven - 145
Scott Senkarik - 152
JP Christiano - 160
Charles Grieco - 170
Corey Markovitch - 182
Wayne Matthews - 195
Steve Carbone - 220
Alex Esposito - Hwt.

HONORABLE MENTION (4 & 5)
Cougar Weight Class

Kevin Cofsky - 106
Robert Pender - 106
Joseph Giaccio - 113
Greg Laverda - 113
John Cuccolo - 120
Joseph Giaccio - 120
Phil Sandford  -126
Richard Briscoe - 126
Richard Prior - 132
Richard Briscoe - 132
Thomas Digiovanni - 138
David Aldredge - 138
David Lettieri - 145
AJ Bencivenga - 145
John Donofrio - 152
Patrick Hogan - 152
Dennis Sullivan - 160
Brian Mcgovern - 160
Lee Nordstrom - 170
Gary Herbster - 170
Lee Nordstrom - 182
John Van Brunt - 182
Tim French - 195
John Vicci - 195
Jeff Weiss - 220
Alex Esposito - 220
Joe Brady - Hwt.
John Fedorchak - Hwt.

Cranford High School Cougars
List All-Time Wrestling Teams:

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Union Co. All-Stars Dominate
Essex County in Mat Classic

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

BOND ORDINANCE 2019-7

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on March 19, 2019. It will be
further considered for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the
Township Council to be held at its meeting room in the Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on April 16, 2019 at 7:00 P.M.  During the week prior to and
up to and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available
at no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY AND NEW AUTO-
MOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIP-
MENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE
SUM OF $1,510,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE
SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Undertaking of the following improvements: (i) improvement of Westfield Road
(Phase 1) consisting of road resurfacing and sidewalk reconstruction, (ii) planning and
design phase for road improvements and (iii) the 2019 Road Improvement Program at
various locations, as set forth on a list on file with the Township Clerk and hereby approved
and incorporated herein by this reference thereto.  Depending upon the contract price and
other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the Township Council, there may be
additions to or deletions from the list referred to in clause (iii) of the preceding sentence.
It is hereby determined and stated that the roads being improved are of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title
40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  806,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   38,400
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  767,600
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use
of the Fire Department consisting of (i) lockers, (ii) extrication equipment and (iii) self-
contained breathing apparatus equipment.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  224,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   10,700
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  213,300

Period of Usefulness 10 years

C. Acquisition of a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus and equipment,
consisting of an SUV for the use of the Fire Department.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   30,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    1,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   28,500
Period of Usefulness 5 years

D. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consisting
of a street sweeper for the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  215,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   10,250
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  204,750
Period of Usefulness 15 years

E. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new
automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of the DPW
consisting of (i) a salt spreader and (ii) pickup trucks with plows and lift gates.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  115,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    6,405
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  108,595
Period of Usefulness 5 years

F. Preparation of a strategic plan for park and recreation capital projects.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  100,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    4,770
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   95,230
Period of Usefulness 15 years

G. Acquisition of new traffic calming signs and signals, and undertaking of traffic
calming improvements at various locations, for pedestrian safety.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   20,000
Down Payment Appropriated $      975
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   19,025
Period of Usefulness 10 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,510,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $   73,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,437,000

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $156,000
Useful Life:  10.56 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
BOZENA LACINA

Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 3/28/19, The Times Fee: $169.32

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

LOADING & TRANSPORTING
FALL LEAVES 2019 – WITH
OPTION YEARS FOR 2020
AND 2021

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before April 18,
2019 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “LOADING & TRANSPORT-
ING FALL LEAVES 2019 – with option
years for 2020 and 2021” in accordance
with the Specifications and Information to
Bidders prepared by the Township. At that
time and place, such bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No bids shall be
received other than at the time and place
herein designated for their receipt, unless
mailed to the Township Clerk for receipt at
the designated time and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk beginning March
28, 2019. Written questions regarding the
bid specifications may be submitted to the
Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, at 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 on or before April 18, 2019.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500),
must be submitted with the bid guarantee-
ing that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

The successful bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in a sum
equal to one hundred per cent (100%) of
the full amount of the contract. Such Per-
formance Bond must be furnished by the
successful bidder simultaneously with the
delivery of the executed contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“ LOADING & TRANSPORTING FALL
LEAVES 2019 – with option years for
2020 and 2021"

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:1 l-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN TIIE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Alexander Mirabella,
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/28/19, The Times Fee: $65.79

win because I didn’t do as well as I
hoped in the quad round at states to
end on a loss and now I came back
and got a win. It’s going to feel good
knowing that I came here and won
that last match,” Miller said.

Senior Brendan Loder’s double-
leg lift takedown in the first period
held up in a 2-0 victory over Ben
Rivera (Caldwell).

“It was a really good experience. It
was a blast being part of the first dual
meet between the Union County All-
Stars and Essex All-Stars. I will defi-
nitely remember it for quite some
time. It is a great atmosphere, great
teams. I’m pretty happy to be with
some of my teammates, of course,
and some of my friends from other
towns. It was a blast being with them,”
Loder expressed.

Beginning in the 106-lb class,
Rahway’s Kaelan Francois rallied

from a 5-0 deficit to defeat Pierre
Senat (Orange), 8-6 in overtime.
Brearley’s Patrick Phillips went to
work on Ricardo Camaano (Caldwell)
with a variety of takedowns and an
arm-bar nearfall to record a 14-3
major decision at 113-lbs.

Essex All-Star Conner Decker re-
corded a throw-by takedown and a
short lateral drop takedown to defeat
Rahway’s Chris Dalmau, 4-0. at 126-
lbs. At 138-lbs, Brearley’s Nick
Stampoulos survived a wild scramble
to record a double-leg takedown then
added an escape and another
takedown to defeat Mike Ruane (West
Essex), 5-1.

Linden’s Alex Dorce recorded three
takedowns on Colin Morgan (West
Orange) at 160-lbs but his unique
method of reaching between his legs
to pull off a three-point arm-lever tilt
amazed the crowd in his 9-2 victory.

At 170-lbs, New Providence’s Joe
Delia answered Blake McGowan’s
(Columbia) reversal with a Peterson
reversal but yielded a takedown in
overtime to lose, 4-2.

Linden’s Mike Afolabi’s single-leg
takedown in the first period held up in
a 2-1 victory over Austin Paris of
Livingston at 195-lbs and at 220-lbs,
Rahway’s Josh Darisme recorded a
reversal in the second period and a
lateral throw takedown in the third to
defeat Nashawn Brooks (Irvington),
4-1. New Providence’s Nadeem
ElMahroukey had a rugged 285-lb
bout with NJSIAA runner-up Bardhyl
Gashi (West Essex) in a 5-2 setback.

Mission accomplished for the Navy
Seals Benefit!

LANCASTER, PA - The Fanwood
Scotch Plains “Y” (FSPY) swim team
had a stellar performance at the YMCA
13+ State Championship meet held at
Franklin and Marshall College in
Lancaster, Pa. from March 7 to March
10. FSPY took fourth overall com-
bined (boys and girls) out of 25 “Y”
teams from throughout New Jersey,
with the boys taking second overall,
and the 13-14 boys finishing in first as
State Champions.

FSPY had two individual State
Champions who placed first in a total
of five events: Darien Betances took
first in the 100-breast, 200-breast and
50-free for the 13-14 boys and Darlene
Fung placed first in the 50 and 100-
free for the 15+ girls. Josh Cohen led
the team in points scored (115 points)
with Top-4 finishes in all seven of his
individual events. FSPY had four
swimmers who are new YMCA Short
Course National swimmers with their
fast swims at this meet: Nicole Ben-
David, Julia Bonhote, Joseph Gurski
and Aidan Trenery.

FSPY swimmers shattered one state
record, two meet records and eight
team records. Betances set a new state,
meet and team record in 100-breast
and reset his team record in 50-free.

The 13-14 boys 200-free relay of
Romej, Kaniuka, Sharifian and
Betances set a new meet and team
record. Bridget Davis reset her 1,650-
free team record. Lily Hughes broke
two team records in 100-back and
200-back. Cohen broke the 200-fly
team record and Darlene Fung set a
new 200IM team record with a time
of 2:05.56.

TOP 16 FINISHERS:
Darien Betances, Nicole Ben-David,

Julia Bonhote, Michael Botting, Bran-
don Cortez, Molly Brennan, Josh
Cohen, Logan D’Amore, Bridget
Davis, Darlene Fung, Corby
Eldrenkamp, Jonus Gurski, Abigail
DiGiorgio, Corey He, Chloe Howell,
Lily Hughes, Julian Kaniuka, Dylan
Negron, Richard Park, Abby Ryan,
Adrian Romej, Hirad Sharifian, Alan
Shao, Aidan Trenery.

RELAYS:
13-14 Girls 200-free relay

(Bonhote, Howell, Hughes, Ben-
David) took 3rd while the 13-14 Girls
200-medley relay (Hughes,
DiGiorgio, Ben-David, Bonhote)
placed 4th.

13-14 Boys became State Champi-
ons in the 200-free relay (Romej,
Kaniuka, Sharifian, Betances) and
200-medley (Negron, Betances,
Kaniuka, Sharifian) relay events.

15-18 Boys 200-free relay
(Kronheimer, Cohen, Shao,
D’Amore) touched 3rd, the 400-free
relay (Shao, D’Amore, Botting,
Cohen) placed 2nd and the 400-med-
ley relay (Shao, Cohen, Botting,
D’Amore) touched 7th.

15-18 Girls 200-free relay (War-
ren, Fung, Small, Ryan) touched 7th,
the 400-free relay (Warren, Fung,
Small, Ryan) placed 5th and the 400-
medley relay (Lee, Ryan, Fung, Small)
placed 7th.

SPECIAL NOTE:
Wrestling has always been our

“towns” sport. We have a special
bond in Cranford within the alumni.
The only thing that separates us are
the years that we wrestled. It really is
a tremendous brotherhood in town.
Wrestling “the Cranford way” is a
tradition that we teach and mentor
and pass down to a new generation of
Cougars coming up through our pro-
gram now.

Wrestling is a warriors sport. In
our town, wrestling is the ultimate
team sport. We are only as good as
our room. We make our bones in that
room and earn and learn respect in it
through baptism under fire. We have
always had a team first mentality and
always have each other’s back. It is a
special thing.

Many years ago our coach Charles
Ferrara said “you guys are special.
You represent everyone who came
before you and everyone that will
come after you”. Always shake hands
with heads up, win or lose. Represent
the program with class. We beat on
each other to make each other better.
Coach always wanted the toughest

UCC Lady Owls Finish 2nd
At NJCAA National Tourney

SECOND AT NATIONALS...The Lady Owls with the plaque they received at the
end of the national championship game.

opponents to be inside our own room.
He succeeded.

Coach Herb Farrell put out the
call in 1955-56 and the strongest,
toughest and bravest in town an-
swered that call. What we have to-
day is a testimony to the character
and integrity of a program he built
and it reflects the man who built it.
We have produced many great wres-
tlers. Many have been called cham-
pions.

The Cranford Wrestling Alumni
stands as a testimony of the men this
program has built. Fathers, business
men, police and fire, military men,
leaders and most importantly, good
citizens and neighbors. The program
produced so many examples of men
who have been able to succeed and
achieve in this thing we call life.
Regardless of wins and losses on a
mat, Cranford Wrestling has pro-
duced many champions in life.

Once a Cougar…Always a Cou-
gar. And the bonds we’ve formed in
that room last a lifetime. Cougar
Pride exists and is well today within
the town, the team, the program and
it’s alumni.

Draymond Edges RunAsOne
For FSPY Hoops Title, 40-38

photo courtesy of the FSPY

TEAM SUPREME...Draymond defeated RunAsOne, 40-38, on March 24, to
capture the Fanwood Scotch-Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Basketball League title.
Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Dave Berger; Ara Movsesian, John Lukko,
Keith Karyczak, Captain Jamal Berry, Frank Vallejo, Vic Bauer and Taj Belfield.

In the decade that the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA Men’s 30+ Bas-
ketball League has been in existence,
one man has seen it all, and has, just
about, done it all. So, it would be
fitting that as the league anointed its
10th anniversary titleholder on March
24, this dominant force would have
his arms wrapped around the champi-
onship trophy.

Draymond 40, RunAsOne 38:
Before a fired up March Madness
crowd, the irrepressible Jamal Berry
calmly drained two free throws with
1.1 seconds remaining, lifting top-
seeded Draymond over 7th seed
RunAsOne for the 2018-19 FSPY
CHIP.

With 2:00 left on the clock, Dray
was seemingly in control of matters,
leading 38-30. However, three straight
missed one-and-one opportunities at
the charity stripe for the 1 seed pro-
vided life for the Runners. Rookie
R.B. Alverna’s mid-range jumper
pulled RunAs within two at 38-36,
then Capt. Jason Shann’s left-handed
floater in the lane capped a gallant
comeback, knotting the hard-fought
dramatic affair at 38-38 with just over
one tick to go.

But, then, instead of allowing regu-
lation time to expire and head into
extra frames, RunAs, with no fouls to

give, inexplicably grabbed Berry as
he received the subsequent inbounds
pass, setting the stage for the GOAT’s
heroics.

Capt. Berry, the Finals M.O.P.
(Most Outstanding Player), finished
with 18 points, 7 rebounds, and 4
assists. Diaper dandy Taj Belfield,
who has been the Pippen to Berry’s
Jordan throughout the season, was
once again magnificent in his sup-
porting role, notching 14 pts, many of
his buckets coming during key
stretches in the contest’s most pivotal
moments.

Berry’s two freebies at the end of
the first half had given his troops a
tenuous, 19-17 advantage heading into
the intermission. Fab frosh Bryan
Stitt’s bullish play kept the Runners
within striking distance in stanza two.
Stitt (12 pts, 9 boards) and fellow
Twin Tower Charles Lott (9) paced
RunAs’ attack, with Shann adding 7
markers and Alverna tallying 6 in
defeat.

Veterans Dave Berger (5) and Vic
Bauer (2) reached the scoring column
for the victors, while the quartet of
Keith Karyczak, John Lukko, Ara
Movsesian and Frank Vallejo made
key hustle and defensive contribu-
tions for the champion Draymond
squad.

Cranford High School
All-Time Wrestling List:

FSPY Swimmers Place 4th
At 13+ State Championship

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Women’s Basketball team
finished their season second in the
nation after falling to Kansas City
Kansas Community College in the
National Junior College Athletic As-
sociation (NJCAA) Division II Na-
tional Tournament in Harrison, Ar-
kansas on March 23. This year, the
Lady Owls had their best season in
the history of the program.

The Lady Owls finished their regu-
lar season play with a record of 30-
5 and were in 16-2 in Region XIX.
After securing the Garden State Ath-
letic Conference title, they went on
to beat Lackawanna College on
March 3 to become the 2019 NJCAA
Division II Region XIX Champi-
ons. This qualified the team to com-
pete in the NJCAA Division N/O
Tournament, where they again de-
feated Lackawanna College to be-
come the District N Champions and
head to national competition in
Harrison, Arkansas.

In the NJCAA Division II Na-
tional Championship Tournament,
the Lady Owls competed against
South Suburban College and won
by a score of 67-55. They advanced
to the quarter finals and faced 1
seeded Illinois Central College.
Sophomore Yamel Abreu of Eliza-
beth, scored in the final seconds to
send the game into overtime. The
Lady Owls stunned Illinois Central

when they won by a score of 86-80.
In the semifinal game, the Lady Owls
went up against Lackawanna Col-
lege and defeated them again by a
score of 69-55. In the final game of
the tournament, the Lady Owls faced
3 seeded Kansas City and fell by a
score of 84-59.

Coach Marbely Montas, alumna
of Union County College class of
2007, has led the Lady Owls for two
seasons. This season, in addition to
coaching the team to nationals, she
achieved her 50th win and was hon-
ored with the Region XIX Division
II Coach of the Year Award. Three
Lady Owls, Yamel Abreu, of Eliza-
beth, Jessica Woods, of Linden, and
Tania Scott, of Newark, were named
to the Division II Region XIX All-
Region Team.

“We are proud of Coach Montas
and our student-athletes for what
they’ve done on the court and in the
classroom this year. They are an
inspiration to all of us at the Col-
lege,” stated Union President Dr.
Margaret M. McMenamin. “Kudos
to Coach Montas on her work with
the team this season. She is a won-
derful leader and mentor to the Lady
Owls over the past two successful
seasons.”

For more information about the
athletics programs offered at Union
County College, please visit
www.unionowls.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Public Schools will hold a meet-
ing on April 8, 2019. The board will open
the meeting at 7 pm and go immediately
into executive session to discuss person-
nel matters.

Action will be taken.
Debi LeBrun

SBA/BS
1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 20th day of
March, 2019 the Planning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Application PBA-17-00004 CON-
TINUED TO April 3, 2019. Hartz Moun-
tain Industries, Applicant, 750 Walnut Av-
enue, Block: 541, Lot: 2, C-3 Zone, Appli-
cant is seeking to rezone the subject prop-
erty to eliminate the office and warehous-
ing uses in favor of multi-family residential
use (§136-13).

Donna Pedde,
Secretary of the Planning Board

1 T - 03/28/19, The Leader Fee: $16.83

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING ON TOP...Roselle Park Panther Eddie Hummel, top, controls
Carson Barry of West Essex at 126-lbs in the All-Star Classic in Roselle Park.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING BY MAJORITY DECISION...Brearley Bear Patrick Phillips, top,
won by 14-3 majority decision over Ricardo Camaano of Caldwell at 113-lbs in the
All-Star Wrestling Classic in Roselle Park.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Raider Nine Making Positive Shifts in Baseball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2019 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2019

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2019 2018
1.  Surplus 4,994,000.00 4,200,000.00
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues 12,762,071.34 12,413,889.73
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 968,000.00 1,050,000.00
4.  Minimum Library Tax 2,633,514.00 2,571,941.25
5.  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 27,976,294.66 27,975,396.02

Total General Revenues 49,333,880.00 48,211,227.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2019 BUDGET 2018 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages 17,851,123.00 17,262,923.45

Other Expenses 20,225,786.00 19,665,824.55
2.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 4,396,063.00 4,050,819.00
3.  Capital Improvements 1,300,000.00 1,725,000.00
4.  Debt Service 3,120,908.00 3,116,660.00
6.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 2,440,000.00 2,390,000.00
                                 Total General Appropriations 49,333,880.00 48,211,227.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 261 261

2019 DEDICATED SWIM POOL UTILITY BUDGET
SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED

2019 2018
1.  Surplus 107,273.00 86,820.00
2.  Miscellaneous Revenues 1,173,000.00 1,157,977.00
                                 Total  Revenues 1,280,273.00 1,244,797.00

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2019 BUDGET 2018 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages 446,606.00 435,000.00

Other Expenses 407,577.00 396,300.00
2.  Capital Improvements 5,000.00 5,000.00
3.  Debt Service 382,590.00 366,497.00
4.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 38,500.00 42,000.00
                                 Total  Appropriations 1,280,273.00 1,244,797.00
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 71 71

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT 12/31/18
GENERAL SWIM POOL UTILITY

Interest 488,908.00 57,590.00
Principal 21,262,500.00 1,668,000.00
Outstanding Balance 21,751,408.00 1,725,590.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, County of Union on March 26, 2019.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 23, 2019 at 8:00
o’clock (PM) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2019 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the office of Tara Rowley, Town Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, (908) 789-4033, during the hours of 9:00
(A.M.) to 4:30 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $171.36

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2019 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDING

DECEMBER 31, 2019
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2019 2018

1.  Surplus $3,500,000.00 $3,400,000.00
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues $4,539,827.93 $4,908,665.54
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes $925,000.00 $925,000.00
4.  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes $16,755,778.44 $16,432,356.98
                   Total General Revenues $25,720,606.37 $25,666,022.52

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2019 2018
1.  Operating Expenses:   Salaries & Wages $9,576,916.31 $9,572,238.22

Other Expenses $9,769,209.90 $9,990,712.04
2.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $2,402,159.00 $2,183,741.00
3.  Capital Improvements $73,000.00 $78,250.00
4.  Debt Service $1,999,321.16 $1,941,081.26
5.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes $1,900,000.00 $1,900,000.00

Total General Appropriations $25,720,606.37 $25,666,022.52

Total Number of Employees 167 167

2019 DEDICATED SEWER UTILITY BUDGET

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2019 2018

1.  Surplus $658,335.00 $658,335.00
2.  Miscellaneous Revenues $2,382,080.00 $2,300,000.00
3.  Deficit (General Budget) $0.00 $0.00

Total Revenues $3,040,415.00 $2,958,335.00

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2019 2018
1.  Operating Expenses:  Salaries & Wages $300,000.00 $320,000.00

Other Expenses $2,665,415.00 $2,563,718.00
2.  Capital Improvements $50,000.00 $50,000.00
3.  Debt Service $0.00 $0.00
4.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations $25,000.00 $24,617.00
5.  Surplus (General Budget) $0.00 $0.00

Total Appropriations $3,040,415.00 $2,958,335.00

Total Number of Employees 4 4

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT AS OF 12/31/2018
BONDS

Interest $1,517,968.74
Principal $14,205,000.00
Outstanding Balance $15,722,968.74

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, on March 19, 2019.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on April 16, 2019 at 7:00
o’clock P.M., at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2019 may
be presented by the taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Bozena Lacina, Township Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076, (908) 322-6700, during the hours of 9:00 A.M.
to 3:00 P.M.
1 T - 3/28/19, The Times Fee: $172.89

Cougars Return Majority of Last Year’s Lineup
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

County Tournament title. The Cou-
gars graduated two fine athletes in
first baseman Pat Connolly and ace
pitcher Gordon Graceffo, who will be
playing at Villanova.

Seniors Jake VanDam, Jeremy
Ruka, Jack McAleavey and Andrew
Dolan, along with junior Jack Jarosz
make up the heart of the pitching
staff.

“There are four senior pitchers com-
ing back and we are excited to have

them. It starts on the mound. That’s
where you win or lose ball games.
With the pitchers throwing strikes and
being able to work ahead and being
able to have command of several
pitches, if we do that we hope to be
competitive,” Coach McCaffery said.

Last year VanDam came on very
strong to finish with a 4-0 record and
a 1.71 ERA. Last year on April 14, he
presented Coach McCaffery with his
399th career win when he tossed a
two-hitter in a 13-1 rout of Memorial
at Memorial Field in Cranford. Later
that day, McCaffery was presented
his 400th victory in the 5-3 win over
Linden at Memorial Field in Linden.

VanDam demonstrated his true
moxie in the final two innings of the
Union/Hudson County Underclass-
man Classic when was pressed both
times, not by his own doing but by
fielding blunders. Nevertheless, he
got it done and escaped both innings,
yielding no hits, while hitting one
batter and striking out two.

“Jake is a hard-working student
athlete. He’s a great person. We are
hoping that he will get some good
innings in and put us in the position
to win some games,” Coach
McCaffery said.

Ruka and McAleavey got in some
strong innings on the mound last year.
Ruka in 11.33 innings, allowed 14 hits,
six earned runs, two walks and hit two
batters, while striking out eight and

finishing with a 3.71 ERA. McAleavey
in 11.67 innings, ceded 13 hits, six
runs and six walks, while striking out
16 to finish 1-0 with a 3.6 ERA.

“We are hoping that we have a
number of pitchers, who can throw
strikes and be able to have command
of both sides of the plate. We want to
focus on being able to be competitive
in every game and having an opportu-
nity to win each game. The kids are
working very hard. They are a good

group of kids, very focused and we
are trying to gear ourselves up for our
first game, which is going to be against
a very good Scotch Plains team,”
Coach McCaffery said.

Due to a transfer, the Cougars have
made a change in the catcher’s posi-
tion with junior Mike Meola and
freshman Lucca Limeira. Meola also
experienced some time at the plate
last year and finished with a .556
batting average (10-for-18 — BA)

“The second person who handles
the ball after the pitcher is the catcher.
Our two catchers had a good off-
season, so we are hoping they can
continue. Both have worked through
our program, through our Little
League. We definitely know they are
capable of doing some very good
things,” Coach McCaffery said.

Senior second baseman Tyler
Szczech, who played shortstop last
year, brings security in defense and
clout on offense with a .429 BA (21-
for-49, 3 doubles), 15 RBI, 13 runs
scored, and eight stolen bases. Junior
Jake DeClerico, who played second
base last year, has switched to short-
stop, and has made good contact with
a .371 BA (13-for-35, 3 doubles,
triple). Senior Mike Meola returns at
third base and brings a .388 BA with
19 hits, including six doubles. Senior
Austin Williams is expected to oc-
cupy first base. Junior Colin Jarosz
could see time as an infielder.

The outfield is strong and fast with
senior Jamie Shriner in right field, jun-
ior Mike Murphy in center and senior
Jack Korzeneski in left. Junior Parker
Melchiore and sophomore Marcus
Johnson could experience time in the
outfield. Shriner led the team with 22
hits (3 doubles, 2 triples, 2 home runs),
and 11 stolen bases with to finish with a
.407 BA. Murphy brings .315 BA.

Speaking of strength and speed, as
always, the Cougars can be expected

to be a terror on the base paths.
“We like to get it moving a little bit.

The kids work very hard in the weight
room and they get faster, they get
stronger, they get bigger. We have a
wonderful lifting program, which is
headed by coach [Erik] Rosenmeier,
who does an outstanding job for the
football program. The nice thing about
Mr. Rosenmeier is he puts the same
emphasis on every student who goes
into his weight room and it’s really,
really benefited us. We see it in our
kids,” Coach McCaffery revealed.
“What he does is greatly appreciated
by the baseball program.”

The Cougars will open their season
against the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders at Memorial Field in Cranford
on Tuesday, April 2, at 4 p.m.

.390 batting average (BA) (23-for-
59) with 16 runs scored, nine RBI and
three doubles. Ramos had a .388 BA
(26-for-67) with 18 RBI, 18 runs
scored and three doubles, while walk-
ing seven times and being hit three
times. Gale with a .375 BA led the
team with 36 hits and 23 runs scored,
while adding 10 RBI, a triple and 14
walks. So that trio looks to be sizzling
on the bases a lot this season.

Senior Mike Dieu, who was the
catcher last year, does have some
offensive punch. He had a .305 BA
(18-for-59) with 16 RBI, 14 runs
scored, two home runs, a triple and
four doubles. Stines, who played third
base last year, finished 22-for-72 (.306
BA) with 16 RBI, 14 runs scored and
two doubles. Kirian had a .429 BA
(21-for-49) with 13 runs scored, 10
RBI, two doubles, a triple and six
walks, while striking out only three
times. Senior Angelo DiNizo received
ample plate time and had a .286 BA
(8-for-28) with eight runs scored, six
RBI and two doubles.

Defensively, Coach Higgins may
make several moves in the outfield.

“Our outfield looks like Canavan in
leftfield, Gale in centerfield; Ricky
Lopez [senior] also looking good in
leftfield. Right field could be a mix of
Angelo DiNizo, [senior Pat]
Cuccurullo, and possibly Kirian, who
is working there and at second base.
DiNizo is currently swinging the bat
very well in our preseason games.”

The infield may also take on a dif-
ferent look.

“If we return Stines at third base,
Ramos moves over to shortstop. Fight-
ing it out for second base are Patrick
Dembiec [started a few games last
year at second and third after return-
ing from an injury], Kirian, and Matt

Delgado, a junior who played JV last
year and, along with DiNizo, has been
having a very strong pre-season. Dieu
is moving to first base this year and
figures to play a lot. Danny WIlkinson
is also going to play first, and DiNizo
adds depth there,” Coach Higgins
explained.

So with Dieu spending time at first,
the catcher’s spot is up for grabs.

“Right now we have some good
competition with Eric Refinski [se-
nior] and sophomores Matt Syvertsen
and Chris Smith. Syvertsen is cur-
rently out of catching for a while with
a shoulder issue, while he continues
to compete for at bats as a DH,”
Coach Higgins said.

Wilkinson is expected to be the No.
1 pitcher with Cuccurullo at two and

senior Nick Merkel at three. Also
scuffing the mound will be seniors
Tommy Laucik and Charles Widder,
and juniors Michael Urbano and
Nolan O’Connor.

“WIlkinson did not pitch the sec-
ond half of last season due to injury
and we’ll be bringing him along
slowly. Merkel was a pleasant sur-
prise last year and figures to eat a lot
of innings. Cuccurullo has been one
of the most improved players in our
program over the last four years and
he’s going to pitch big games this
year,” Coach Higgins promised.

The Raiders will jump right into the
fire when they visit the Cranford Cou-
gars at Memorial Field on Tuesday,
April 2, at 4 p.m. for their regular
season opener

CLASSIFIEDS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE PLAY AT HOME PLATE...The Cranford Cougar catcher attempts to put the tag on a Tiger during a scrimmage
game with South Plainfield at Memorial Field in Cranford on March 22. This season the Cougars return the majority of their
batting lineup and have four seniors on their pitching staff.

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLENTY OF SPEED ON THE BASES...A Raider, No. 39, attempts to steal
second base during a recent scrimmage game with JP Stevens in Scotch Plains. The
Raiders have plenty of speed and intend to use it this season.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design. Padded Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.

Call (908) 654-6091

FARMWORKERS NEEDED

15 Temp Farmworkers needed
5/3/19 – 9/13/19. Workers will
perform various duties associated
with installing pipe, picking up rock,
transplanting commodities, weeding
crop and around the perimeters,
hand harvesting, machine
harvesting, performing tractor duties
for harvest and loading/stacking
totes of product. Workers will have
extensive periods of sitting,
standing, walking, pushing, pulling,
repetitive movement, frequent
stooping and lifting 50lbs. Must have
2 months experience hand
harvesting on a commercial farm &
affirmative job references. May
random drug test at employer’s
expense. Guaranteed at least 3/4
of contract hours but hours will vary
according to weather and crop
conditions. Hours may exceed or
be less than 51 hours. Work tools,
supplies, equipment provided at no
cost. Housing provided for non-
commuting workers at no cost.
Transportation & subsistence
reimbursed to worker upon
completion of 50% of contract or
earlier if appropriate. $13.25/hr or
current applicable AEWR. Raise/
bonus at employer discretion. EOE.
Worksite in Monroe NY. Applicants
report/send a resume to the nearest
NJ Career Center office or call 908-
412-7980 & ref job order
#NY1293234. Duncan Family
Farms – Buckeye, AZ

CRANFORD MOVING SALE

3 Adams Avenue
Sat.3/30 & Sun.3/31, 10am - 3pm
Furniture, Artwork, Mirrors,
Lamps, China, Glass, Linens,
Kitchenware, Books, Records,
Upright Piano, Holiday
Decorations, Trains, Coleman Pop
Up Camper & Open Utility Boat,
Fishing, Garden Tools & More!
For Pics DovetailsUSA.comSupport Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

Probitas Verus Honos

WESTFIELD GARAGE SALE

Saturday, March 30
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
22 Stoneleigh Park

Moving Sale: Secretary Desk,
Sewing Cabinet, Garden Tools
etc., bug light, tools. Lots of stuff.

UCSSL Seeks Softball
Players for Season

The Union County Senior Soft-
ball League is seeking experienced
players for its slow pitch softball
season in both its 50+ Division (born
1969 or earlier) and its 60+ Division
(born 1959 or earlier).

Each team plays two games per
week beginning in mid-April and
ending with league playoffs in late
August. If interested, contact the
league commissioner at
UCSSL938@comcast.net or (908)
232-0477.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2131

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 4 OF THE TOWN
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
IN ORDER TO REGULATE
THE HOURS FOR THE RE-
TAIL SALE OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES

WHEREAS, under the statutory law of
the State of New Jersey, N.J.S.A. 33:1-40,
et al., the governing body of each munici-
pality may regulate the hours between
which the sale of alcoholic beverages at
retail may be made; and

WHEREAS, currently, the Town of
Westfield (the “Town”) permits the retail
sale of alcoholic beverages that are to be
consumed off premises to occur seven
days per week, but varies those hours
depending on the type of alcoholic bever-
ages being sold; and

WHEREAS, currently the Town also dif-
ferentiates the hours of the on-premises
sale of alcohol between Sundays and all
other days of the week; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Coun-
cil have determined that the differential
treatment of hours based upon the type of
alcoholic beverage and the day of the
week is unnecessarily complicated, and
the varied and staggered hours of sale
serve no important public purpose, and

WHEREAS, the public may benefit from
the convenience of extending the hours on
Sundays during which the sale of alcoholic
beverages for consumption off-premises
can occur without any detrimental effects
from such an extension on the public health
and safety;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED:

SECTION I. Section 4-6, “Hours of Op-
eration,” of Chapter IV, “Alcoholic Bever-
ages,” of the Town Code shall be and is
hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 4-6. Hours of Operation.
No plenary retail consumption licensee

or club licensee shall sell, serve, deliver or
allow, permit or suffer the sale, service or
delivery of any alcoholic beverage or per-
mit the consumption of any alcoholic bev-
erage on the licensed premises between
the hours of 1:00 A.M. and 6:30 A.M.;
provided, that on the first day of January

such sales may be made up to 3:00 A.M.
No licensee shall sell or deliver, or allow,

permit, or suffer the sale or delivery of any
alcoholic beverage at retail in its original
container for consumption off the licensed
premises or allow, permit, or suffer the
removal of any alcoholic beverage in its
original or opened container from retail
licensed premises, before 9:00 A.M. or
after 10:00 P.M., except that such licens-
ees may sell or deliver, or allow, permit, or
suffer the sale or delivery of wine or malt
alcoholic beverage at retail in its original
container for consumption off the licensed
premises or allow, permit, or suffer the
removal of any alcoholic beverage in its
original or opened container from retail
licensed premises, before 6:30 A.M. or
after 12:00 A.M., provided that on the first
day of January such sales may be made
up to 3:00 A.M.

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this Ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. If any section, provision,
or part of provision of this Ordinance shall
be held to be unenforceable or invalid by
any court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this Ordinance, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unen-
forceable or invalid.

SECTION IV. This Ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield held on March 26,
2019 and was read for the first time. This
ordinance will be further considered for
final passage by said Town Council at the
Westfield Municipal Building, Council
Chambers, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting
beginning at 8:00 PM on April 9, 2019 or at
any time and place to which such meeting
may be adjourned. All persons interested
will be given the opportunity to be heard
concerning such ordinance. Copies of this
ordinance are available at the Office of the
Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $96.39

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-002975-19
FILE NO. 52183-24

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO
PHILIP J. ANTER, WIDOWER,
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; PHILIP J. ANTER, JR.,
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; UNKNOWN OWNERS/
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS,
THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint filed in a civil action in
which Grand Madison LLC is plaintiff and
Philip J. Anter, Widower, his heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest, et al. are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
within 35 days after March 28, 2019, exclu-
sive of such date. If you fail to do so,
judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court, Hughes Justice
Complex, P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New
Jersey, 08625, in accordance with the
rules of Civil Practice and Procedure. You
are further advised that if you cannot afford
an attorney, you may call the Legal Ser-
vices office in the county where you live or
the Legal Services of New Jersey State-
wide Hotline at 1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-
888-576-5529). If you do not have an attor-
ney and are not eligible for free legal assis-
tance, you may obtain a referral to an
attorney by calling one of the Lawyer Re-
ferral Services. The names and telephone
numbers of such agencies are as follows:
Lawyer Referral Service: (908) 353-4715.
Legal Service: (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #2006-02 dated November 27, 2006
made by Thomas G. Grady, Collector of
Taxes of the Township of Cranford, County
of Union, and State of New Jersey, to
Robert E. Rothman and covers real estate
located at 155 Hillcrest Avenue in the
Township of Cranford, County of Union
and State of New Jersey, known as Lot 7,
Block 414, as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplicate of the

Township of Cranford.  Said tax sale certifi-
cate was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of
Union County on January 23, 2007, in
Book 12025, page 757, as instrument
#431314. On February 11, 2019, said tax
sale certificate was assigned to plaintiff,
which assignment is in the process of
being recorded in the Clerk’s Office of
Union County.

YOU, PHILIP J. ANTER, WIDOWER,
are made a defendant in the above entitled
action because you are the record owner
of the subject property in this matter.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF PHILIP
J. ANTER, WIDOWER, AND THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you
are made defendants in the above entitled
action because Philip J. Anter, Widower,
died May 17, 2001. No estate has been
located for Philip J. Anter, widower. Inas-
much as Philip J. Anter, widower, died
intestate, plaintiff joined him, his heirs,
devisees and personal representatives,
and their or any of their successors in right,
title and interest as party defendants.

YOU, PHILIP J. ANTER, JR., are made
a defendant in the above entitled action
because you are the child of the record
owner of the subject property in this mat-
ter.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF PHILIP
J. ANTER, JR., AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you are
made defendants in the above entitled
action because Philip J. Anter, Jr., died
December 2018. No estate has been lo-
cated for Philip J. Anter, Jr. Inasmuch as
Philip J. Anter, Jr., died intestate, plaintiff
joined him, his heirs, devisees and per-
sonal representatives, and their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest
as party defendants.

YOU, UNKNOWN OWNERS/UN-
KNOWN CLAIMANTS, THEIR HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST, AND EACH of you are
made defendants in the above entitled
action because you have or may claim to
have some right, title, lien or other interest
affecting the real estate being foreclosed
by virtue of ownership, inheritance, de-
scent, intestacy, devise, dower, courtesy,
mortgage, deed, or conveyance, entry of
judgment or other legal or lawful right.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint, a copy of which will be fur-
nished you on request addressed to the
attorneys of the plaintiff at the above men-
tioned address.

DATED: March 28, 2019
MICHELLE M. SMITH, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $125.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-000008-19
FILE NO. 26159-18

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
COSTLESS REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which MTAG CUST FIG CAP INV NJ13
LLC is the plaintiff and WILLIAM MOORE,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-000008-19 within thirty-five
(35) days after March 28, 2019 exclusive
of such date. If you fail to answer or appear
in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment
by Default may be rendered against you
for relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 16-169, sold
on 12/9/2016, dated 12/13/2016, and was
recorded on 2/16/2017 in Book 14234 at
Page 560, made by SONYA L. WINGATE,
Collector of Taxes of HILLSIDE, and State
of New Jersey to MTAG CUST FIG CAP
INV NJ13 LLC and subsequently assigned
to plaintiff, MTAG CUST FIG CAP INV
NJ13 LLC. This covers real estate located
in HILLSIDE, County of UNION, and State
of New Jersey, known as LOT 5 BLOCK
1105 as shown on the Tax Assessment
Map and Tax Map duplicate of HILLSIDE
and concerns premises commonly known
as 1439 STANLEY TERRACE, HILLSIDE,
New Jersey.

YOU, COSTLESS REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS, are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because on
January 14, 1990, William Moore, executed
a mortgage to Cost-Less Replacement
Windows in the amount of $16,000.00,
which mortgage was recorded on Febru-
ary 26, 1990 in the UNION County Clerk’s/
Register’s Office in Mortgage Book 4048
at page 960. Said mortgage is subordinate
to the Plaintiff’s lien.

DATED: March 22, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 3/28/19, The Leader Fee: $67.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 19th of March
2019, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 16th day of April 2019 at 7:00 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinances and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same. Copies of said Ordi-
nances can be obtained from the Town-
ship Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE 2019-5

ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH
A CALENDAR YEAR 2019
CAP BANK.

ORDINANCE 2019-6

ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 2-25, FEES FOR
SERVICES, AT SUBSECTION
2-25.9, “FEE SCHEDULE FOR
MATERIAL DISTRIBUTED BY
THE REGISTRAR OF VITAL
STATISTICS” OF THE CODE
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/28/19, The Times Fee: $33.66

WESTFIELD
Friday, March 15, Cristy J. Fay,

33, of Brick was arrested at police
headquarters on two active, con-
firmed warrants. They included a
Westfield Municipal Court crimi-
nal warrant, in the amount of
$1,620, and a Clark Municipal
Court traffic warrant, in the amount
of $800. Fay was processed and
released after posting full bail.

Friday,  March 15,  Theresa
Brown, 51, of Garwood was ar-
rested on charges of driving while
intoxicated (DWI), possession of
marijuana under 50 grams and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia pur-
suant to a motor vehicle stop in the
area of Westfield Avenue and First
Street. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released to a sober adult.

Sunday, March 17, Terrell Coley,
29, of East Orange was arrested
and charged with DWI in the area
of West North Avenue near Clark
Street pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop. Coley was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released to a sober adult.

Sunday, March 17, Sean Flannery,
49, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI pursuant to a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the area of Canter-
bury Road and Winyah Avenue. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and
then released to a sober adult.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, March 20, a resi-

dent of the 200 block of Terrill
Road reported that her motor ve-
hicle was stolen from the driveway
sometime between 6:45 and 6:52
a.m.

Wednesday, March 20, a resi-
dent of the 40 block of Arlene Court
reported that an unknown person
removed a package that had been
delivered to his house on March 1.
The value of the package is $280.

Wednesday, March 20, a police
officer made a motor vehicle stop
on the 300 block of South Avenue
for a motor vehicle violation. A
check of the driver showed active
warrants out of Newark and
Bloomfield. The driver was ar-
rested, processed and released by
both Newark and Bloomfield Mu-
nicipal Courts. He was identified
as Merlin Payne, 3rd, 35, of
Piscataway.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, March 19, Christian D.

Mason, 28, of Somerset was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant
out of New Brunswick during a
motor vehicle stop. Mason was
transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Wednesday, March 20, a resi-
dent of Treeview Circle reported
the theft of a package which had
been delivered to his home. The
matter is under investigation.

Thursday, March 21, Kemar R.
Purcell, 39, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of

Scotch Plains. Purcell was pro-
cessed at police headquarters and
released.

Friday, March 22, a resident of
Allenby Lane reported an incident of
fraud. Someone opened several cel-
lular accounts in the victim’s name.
The matter is under investigation.

Friday, March 22, a resident of
Sims Avenue reported an incident
of fraud. The victim noticed sev-
eral unauthorized transactions on
his bank account. The matter is
under investigation.

Friday, March 22, a resident re-
ported damage to the door lock of
a work truck which was parked on
East 2nd Street overnight. The
matter is under investigation.

Saturday, March 23, a resident of
Highlander Drive reported both of his
motor vehicles were entered overnight.
Miscellaneous items were taken. The
matter is under investigation.

Saturday, March 23, a resident
of Heather Lane reported that his
motor vehicle was entered during
the overnight hours. Miscellaneous
items were taken. The matter is
under investigation.

Saturday, March 23, a resident
of Clarks Lane reported that a mo-
tor vehicle was entered during the
overnight hours. The matter is un-
der investigation.

Monday, March 25, a resident of
Clarks Lane reported a burglary.
The resident’s house alarm sounded
at 4 a.m. and the resident found the
rear door ajar. The resident thought
the wind blew the door open and
secured it. Later in the morning,
the resident noticed a purse miss-
ing from the kitchen and contacted
the police department. The matter
is under investigation.

MOUNTAINSIDE
Friday, January 11, a residential

burglary occurred at an unoccu-
pied home. Mountainside Police
developed a suspect in the case
who Bergen County authorities
were investigating for similar
crimes in their jurisdiction. On
March 12, after a thorough investi-
gation, Mountainside Police ar-
rested Steven A. Saulter, 51, of
Teaneck, and charged him with the
crime. After committ ing the
Mountainside burglary, authorities
said, Saulter drove to Scotch Plains
and burglarized a home there. He
currently is in the Bergen County
jail.

Wednesday,  January 30,
Mountainside Police received a
telephone report of a hazardous
materials incident and chemical
spill at American Aluminum, a
manufacturing facility located on
Sheffield Street. Immediately, po-
lice, fire and EMS personnel and a
Union County Hazardous Materi-
als team were dispatched in re-
sponse to the report, which proved
false. Through further investiga-
tion Mountainside detectives were
able to identify the caller as John
Padilla-Hardy, 56, of Staten Island,
N.Y. Padilla-Hardy is a former
employee of the company who in-
tentionally made the false report. A
warrant was issued for his arrest
and he was subsequently arrested
by the New York Police Depart-
ment on that warrant. He was ex-
tradited back to New Jersey on
March 7.

Saturday, March 2, Mountainside
Police discovered a motor vehicle
abandoned in the west to east cen-
ter isle U-Turn of Route 22, having
crashed into a street light stanchion.
The vehicle was abandoned with
no driver or occupant. Through

further investigation, Mountainside
detectives were able to identify the
driver of the vehicle as a 22-year-
old resident of Woodbridge. He
was subsequently charged on
March 11 with obstructing the ad-
ministration of law, possession of
marijuana under 50 grams and sev-
eral motor vehicle summonses.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, March 13, Sean

Nightengale, 34, of Linden and Tho-
mas Bradian, 48, of Roselle were
arrested on charges of possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor vehicle
stop at Raritan Road and Coleman
Avenue for a seatbelt violation. Fol-
lowing an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver and a pas-
senger, Nightengale and Bradian,
respectively, for suspected heroin
found inside the vehicle. They were
processed and provided with state
Superior Court appearance dates.
In addition, Nightengale was issued
motor vehicle summonses for a
seatbelt violation, careless driving,
driving with a suspended license
and possession of a CDS in a motor
vehicle.

Wednesday, March 13, Duane
Berry, 38, of Roselle and Carlos
Figueroa, 18, of Perth Amboy were
arrested on charges of possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana
and possession of drug parapher-
nalia following a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue East for unclear
plates. Following an investigation
at the scene, police arrested the
driver and a passenger of the ve-
hicle, Figueroa and Berry, respec-
tively, for suspected marijuana
found inside the vehicle. They were
both processed and provided with
municipal court appearance dates.
In addition, Figueroa was issued
motor vehicle summonses for un-
clear plates and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance in
a motor vehicle.

Saturday, March 16, Solomon
Armstrong, 24, of Cranford was

arrested and charged with aggra-
vated assault on a police officer,
obstruction of administration of
justice and resisting arrest follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue East for a seatbelt viola-
tion. Armstrong, a passenger in the
vehicle, was arrested when he
struck Patrolman James Knight. He
was processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued a
summons for a seatbelt violation.

Sunday, March 17, Michael
Herrera, 40, of Cranford and Jolie
Sokolowski, 40, of Phillipsburg
were arrested on charges of driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI), pos-
session of prescription legend
drugs and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop at Centennial Avenue
and Raritan Road for a headlight
out. Following an investigation at
the scene, police arrested the driver
and a passenger of the vehicle,
Herrera and Sokolowski, respec-
tively. Herrera was charged with
DWI and Sokolowski with posses-
sion of suspected Xanax pills found
inside the vehicle. They were both
processed and provided with state
Superior Court appearance dates.
In addition, Herrera was issued
motor vehicle summonses for main-
tenance of lamps, tinted windows,
careless driving and failure to main-
tain a lane.

Sunday, March 17, Jasmine
Brockington, 21, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of under 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop at South Avenue East
and Thomas Street for a seatbelt
violation. Brockington, a passen-
ger in the vehicle, was charged for
suspected marijuana found in her
possession. She was processed and
provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, the
driver was issued motor vehicle
summonses for an open container
and a seatbelt violation.

WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT...In celebration of Women’s History Month,
Union County College (UCC) hosted a “Women in Government” panel com-
prised of six women serving as elected officials at the state, county and municipal
level. Pictured, from left to right, are: Summit Mayor Nora Radest, Union County
Freeholder Rebecca Williams and Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle, Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz, Berkeley Heights
Mayor Angie Devanney and UCC’s Secretary of the Boards and Director of
College Relations Jaime Segal.

Women in Government
Take Part In Panel at UCC

CRANFORD – In celebration of
Women’s History Month, Union
County College hosted a “Women
in Government” panel comprised
of six women serving as elected
officials Union County at the state,
county, and municipal level. Par-
ticipating on the panel were Union
County Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski, Freeholder Rebecca Wil-
liams, Assemblywoman Nancy F.
Muñoz, and Mayors Nora Radest of

Summit, Shelley Brindle of
Westfield and Angie Devanney of
Berkeley Heights.

The lively panel discussion cov-
ered topics on what inspired each of
the women to run for office, chal-
lenges they’ve faced along the way,
the impact of women voters, and ad-
vice for the next generation of young
women who will run for office.

“The women on today’s panel
have helped to pave a path for our
students to serve their local govern-
ment in the future,” stated UCC
President Margaret McMenamin. “I
thank them for taking the time to
participate in today’s event and for
sharing their valuable advice and
perspective with our students, who
are the future of Union County.”

Following the panel discussion,
the event concluded with UCC stu-
dents having the opportunity to ask
questions of the panel members.

CHARITABLE DEDUCTIONS...Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) was
joined by advocates from the non-profit community for the Senate passage of
legislation creating a state income tax deduction for certain charitable contribu-
tions. Pictured, from left to right, are: Adam Perle, ArtPride; Jacob Toporek, New
Jersey State Association of Jewish Federations; Samantha DeAlmeida, American
Cancer Society; Senator Kean and Linda Czipo, Center for Non-Profits.

Library to Hold Registration
For Spring Programs

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, has announced that registra-
tion will begin soon for several spring
events at the library.

Children and their caregivers are
invited to create their own Fairy Gar-
dens together using recycled materi-
als on Saturday, April 13, from 2 to
3:30 p.m. Registration is required
for this activity and begins this Sat-
urday, March 30.

Families with children from birth
to age 5 are invited to attend a fun
family story time, followed by free
play, on Friday, April 12, at 10:15
a.m. Carmela Balacco, M.Ed., di-
rector of Family Support at Family
Link, REIC, will be available to meet
caregivers and answer any questions
they might have about child devel-
opment, communication, early in-
tervention and more. Registration is
required and begins on Friday, March
29. All participants will receive a
goody bag.

Ms. Balacco will provide caregivers
of children from infants to age 5 with
an Overview of the New Jersey Early
Intervention System (NJEIS) on

Thursday, April 18, at 10:15 a.m. The
presentation covers who and what
NJEIS is, the types of services pro-
vided, how services are provided,
eligibility criteria, family rights, the
cost-participation program and the
overall Early Intervention process.
Registration is required and begins
on Thursday, April 4. All participants
will receive a goody bag.

The library will offer an introduc-
tory sewing class for teens and tweens
with instructor and sewing enthusiast
Ellen Brown on Monday, April 15.
Ms. Brown brings a portable sewing
studio, including sewing machines,
fabric, equipment and supplies. Par-
ticipants will spend two hours creating
a project that they are able to take
home. A session for those in grades 6
and up will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. and
a session for tweens in grades 4 to 6
will be held from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
This free program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Library. Registration is
required and begins on Monday, April
1. Space is limited.

For complete information about
programs at the Cranford Public Li-
brary, visit cranfordlibrary.org.

Probitas Verus Honos

Career Networking Group
To Explore ‘The 5 C’s’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Mountainside Public Libraries’
Career Networking Group will present
“The 5 C’s of an Effective Marketing
Message for Job Seekers” on Monday,
April 8, at 6:30 p.m. Free and open to
all, it will take place at the Scotch
Plains Public Library.

Presenter John Hadley will share
his “5 C’s” which distinguish truly
effective marketing messages. Mr.
Hadley teaches strategies and skills
to job seekers and also works with
professionals desiring to be seen as
influential leaders.

Participants will learn the mis-
takes even experienced profession-
als make when telling people what
they do, as well as how to articulate
a memorable message clearly and
succinctly, and ways to leverage
this knowledge to create the visibil-
ity that will accelerate their search.

Interested persons may register
online at scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

Individuals may connect with the
libraries’ Career Networking Group
on LinkedIn, Career Networking
Group at SPPL.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of the township.
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AREA —The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Human Services issued a call
for entries for the 24th Annual New
Jersey Teen Media Contest, which
highlights the department’s mission
to celebrate and support families. All
entries must be postmarked no later
than April 5.

This annual contest – run by the
Department’s Division of Family
Development – is open to all New
Jersey middle and high school-aged
students. This year, the contest will
accept entries in the hand-painted/
hand-drawn and written word cat-
egories, as well as the computer-gen-
erated and digital artwork category.

This year’s challenge to teens is to
illustrate through regular or computer/
digital art, as well as the written word
a situation in your life when you felt

most supported by a parent or loved
one. Teens are invited to show when
they most appreciate having parents or
loved ones present in their daily life.

“For more than two decades, the
New Jersey Teen Media Contest has
celebrated families, and highlighted
the importance of young people hav-
ing a strong support network,” said
Human Services Commissioner
Carole Johnson. “We are delighted to
continue this strong tradition.”

“The contest focuses on celebrat-
ing family, while raising awareness
about parental responsibility and the
importance of parents and loved ones
being deeply involved in a child’s
life,” said Patricia  A. Risch, assistant
director of the division’s Office of
Child Support Services.

Staff from the Division of Family
Development and its Office of Child
Support Services will judge the con-
test. Winners will be selected in first,
second, and third places in both the
middle and high school groups for
each entry category, with each receiv-
ing a prize package at an awards
ceremony in May.

Winning entries will be included in
the 2020 Office of Child Support Cal-
endar and be placed on display in the
New Jersey State House in Trenton
shortly after the awards event. A num-
ber of honorable mention entries will
be selected for possible inclusion in the
State House exhibit and possibly the
calendar. The 2019 calendar can be
viewed or downloaded from the con-
test homepage, www.NJTeenMedia.org
to serve as inspiration for the teens. The
website also provides the official rules,
frequently asked questions, entry forms,
a look at the winners and honorable
mentions from previous contests and
other important contest information.

Entries can be submitted via the
students’ art or English or language
arts teachers, if their school is regis-
tered. Teachers and administrators
can register their school by visiting
www.NJTeenMedia.org or by con-
tacting Ben Martin at (973) 799-0200
or info@winningstrat.com. Teens
whose school is not registered can
submit entries directly. For complete
submission guidelines visit
www.NJTeenMedia.org.

Teen Media Contest Call For
Entries, Deadline April 5

Free Dance Workshops at
Forest Rd. Park Sunday

FANWOOD — Why We Dance is
celebrating 10 years providing free
dance workshops, refreshments and
prizes for the community with this
year’s event on Sunday, March 31, at
Forest Road Park in Fanwood, from 2
to 5:30 p.m.

John Comix Barrella will be teach-
ing an interactive hip hop class. Mr.
Barrella is a N.J.-based teacher, chore-
ographer, and company director.
Naleesa Jacob, is teaching a Bollywood/
Bellydance class; and Sentheia
McCloud, who is the dance leader of
Cathedral International, and a Plain-
field school teacher will focus her work-
shop on Liturgical dance in the African-
American community. “The time has

gone by really fast, and I am so happy
that this program has grown over the
years and helped many students. The
money allocated for dance and other
forms of arts is shrinking in many school
budgets,” said Mr. Barrella. Students
have been learning choreography from
a Black Panther song taught by Alonzo
Magsino a Middlesex County College
student. “I am very excited to be a part
of Why We Dance,” said Mr. Magsino,
who worked with Candace Waller on
the song. “I think it is very important for
children to have access to dancing be-
cause it brings together a community.”
For more information about this event,
contact Ms. Waller at
whywedance@gmail.com.

County Taking Art Reg.
From Artists Age 60+

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is invit-
ing all residents of Union County, age
60 or older, to register for the Union
County Senior Citizens Art Exhibit.
Qualifying works of art will be on
display at the Atrium of Liberty Hall
Center at 1085 Morris Avenue in
Union from May 28 to July 8, and the
artists will be guests at a special awards
reception at the Atrium in June.

The deadline to
register is Wednes-
day, May 15.

“Each year the
Senior Art Exhibit
provides older
residents with an
opportunity to
share their view of
the world through
the work of their
hands,” said Free-
holder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski.
“We are proud to
support this pro-
gram, which helps
to connect the dif-
ferent generations
in our community
and build an ap-
preciation for the
skills and insights
of senior artists.”

The Senior Art
Exhibit is an annual
program presented and coordinated
by the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs. Artists at
any level of skill or experience are
invited to register, including amateurs,
non-professionals and working pro-
fessionals. To qualify, the artwork must
have been created within the past three
years and must be an original creation
of the artist.

Registrants can submit art in a va-
riety of categories: acrylic painting,
oil painting, watercolor, pastel, works
on paper (drawing), photography,
digital art (excluding digital photog-
raphy), mixed media, printmaking,
sculpture, and craft.

All artworks entered will be judged
by a panel of professional artists. In
each art category, separate awards will
be given to professionals and non-pro-

fessionals. First-
place winners in all
categories will go
on to compete in
September at the
state level in the
New Jersey Senior
Citizens Art Show
in East Windsor.

For complete
information and
online registration,
visit the Union
County website at
ucnj.org/senior-
art-show.

To receive a bro-
chure with com-
plete instructions
and a registration
form by mail or
email, call Martha
Sturm, senior arts
coordinator, at the
Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and

Heritage Affairs, (908) 558-2552, or
email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay
users dial 711.

Completed applications may be
mailed to Senior Art Exhibit, Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07202, faxed to (908) 558-
2652, or scanned and emailed to
msturm@ucnj.org.

Photo credit Elisabeth Lynch Photography
SWEET PERFORMANCE...Westfield  High School Theatre Department’s amaz-
ing production of the Neil Simon, Dorothy Fields and Cy Coleman musical Sweet
Charity was held last weekend. Pictured is Matthew Meixner and Nicole Player.

“ Precious” by senior artist Florence
McGlohn of Roselle was awarded Best
of Show by a Non-Professional at the
2018 Union County Senior Art Ex-
hibit.

Eddie Money / Starship to
Perform at UCPAC April 13
RAHWAY – Eddie Money and

Starship featuring Mickey Thomas to
take the stage at Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) on Sat-
urday, April 13, at 8 p.m.

Eddie Money continues to entertain
fans throughout the
country. In 1977, he
released his debut
self-titled album,
featuring two major
hits that went
double platinum,
“Baby Hold On”
and “Two Tickets to
Paradise.” In 1986,
Money released his
sixth studio album,
Can’t Hold Back. It
included his biggest
hit, “Take Me Home
Tonight,” a duet
with the The
Ronette’s legendary
lead singer Ronnie
Spector. The album
went platinum and
the song reached number 4 on the
Billboard Hot 100. Since, Money has
sold more than 28 million records and
his songs have appeared in multiple
movies, television shows, and video
games.

Money is joined by Starship featur-

ing Mickey Thomas. Mickey Thomas
began his career in 1976 with The
Elvin Bishop Band and the hit “Fooled
Around and Fell in Love.” In 1979, he
joined Jefferson Starship. In 1992, the
group renamed itself to Starship and

released a string of
hits, including “We
Built This City,”
“Sara” and the
Oscar-nominated
“Nothing’s Gonna
Stop Us Now”
from the movie
Mannequin. They
have been touring
consistently ever
since.

Don’t miss these
legendary acts to-
gether for one
night at UCPAC’s
Main Stage. Tick-
ets, starting at $49,
can be purchased
at www.ucpac.org/
events, in person

at the box office, or by calling (732)
499-8226. The box office can be
reached via email at
boxoffice@ucpac.org.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway.

BON APPETIT…Linda Kenyon, as Julia Child, visited the ladies of The Woman’s
Club of Westfield recently during a general club meeting. Julia Child (1912-2004)
was a very popular cook, author, and television personality who introduced
French cuisine and cooking techniques to America. By changing America’s taste,
she helped create modern American culture. Julia’s most famous works are her
1961 cookbook and her first television series, “The French Chef.” Pictured, from
from left to right, are: Grace Ann Meyn, Jane Walsweer,  Linda Kenyon as Julia
Child, Nancy Muserlian and Mary Sepe.

Mozart, Mendelssohn, Rutter, Elgar & more!

Our 39th Season!  

WITH CHORUS, BRASS ENSEMBLE, ORGAN, AND PERCUSSION

TRENT JOHNSON, MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 at 3 P.M.

W e s t f i e l d ,  N e w  J e r s e y

Oratorio Singers

at the First United Methodist Church,  

One East Broad Street in Westfield

General admission $20, Students/Seniors $15

Made possible by funds from the Union County Office of Cultural &  
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New Jersey State Council on the Arts

Visit us at oratoriosingerswestfield.org

Local Poet Robert Cozzi
Pens 5th Volume of Poetry

WESTFIELD — Robert Cozzi, a
2017 and 2018 National Elit award
winning author/poet, and a 1982 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, has pub-
lished a new book of poetry “kaleido-
scope of colors.” He will be signing
copies of the book this Saturday, March
30, from 2 to 4 p.m. at The Town Book
Store, 270 East Broad Street. Mr. Cozzi
is the author of “Tide Pool of Words
(2013)”, Handful of Memories
(2014),” “Blanket of Hearts (2016),”
“Sky of Dreams (2018),” kaleidoscope
of colors (2019)” and has earned world-
wide acclaim for his works of poetry
and prose. Educated at James Madi-
son University and New York Univer-
sity, he resides in Bound Brook.

Mr. Cozzi was first inspired to write
by his 9th grade English teacher, Paul

Kocum. Since then, Mr. Cozzi has
kept a writing journal where he docu-
ments the events of the day and begins
crafting new writing pieces to share
with his followers on Instagram.

Eddie Money

Oratorio Singers of Westfield
Concert Set for March 31

WESTFIELD —On Sunday,
March 31, at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary
of Westfield’s First United Methodist
Church, The Oratorio Singers of
Westfield will offer a concert of En-
glish Cathedral anthems along with
Mozart’s Te Deum Laudamus, Elgar’s
Spirit of the Lord and selections from
Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Christus.
For this program of Sonic Spectacu-
lar music scored for brass, organ,
percussion and chorus, the audience
will have an invitation in the first half
to sing along in John Rutter’s glori-
ous arrangement of All Creatures of
our God and King.

Many of the selections for this 39th
annual concert are being given brass
parts arranged by Oratorio Singers
music director Trent Johnson, now in
his 25th year as the chorus conductor.
His aim has been to write parts that
are effective and that keep the integ-
rity of the pieces in terms of musical
style and the composer’s musical in-
tent. Throughout history, many com-
posers often rearranged their own
works and the works of others for
particular situations and specials uses.
Mr. Johnson’s goal is to write and
present accurate brass parts for in-
struments in keeping with the theme
of this concert.

Along with the brass and percus-
sion ensemble drawn from the New
Jersey Symphony, Maestro Johnson
has chosen to open the program with
Eugene Gigout’s Grand Choeur Dia-
logue, a rousing work which also
includes the marvelous sounds of the
church’s Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ.
To the delight of many, the organ,
with organist Yang-Hee Song at the
console, will be heard throughout the
program as it was originally scored
by English composers to play a sig-
nificant role in many anthems. The
concert will be brought to a grand
conclusion with the presentation of,
And then shall your light break forth,
the final chorus from Mendelssohn’s
Elijah.

Donations at the door for this event
will be $20 for adults and $15 for
seniors and youth. The First United
Methodist Church is located at One
East Broad Street, on the circle, in
Westfield. Parking will be found in
the church lot off Ferris place and in
other local parking areas. The church
is handicapped accessible.

This concert has been made pos-
sible by funds from the Union County
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs,
a partner of the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts.

Photo credit Elisabeth Lynch Photography
GET YOUR PARTY HATS ON...A group of teen actors in Westfield High
School’s spring play Sweet Charity are ready for a party.

WESTFIELD — As a kick-off to
Earth Month, a lecture and discussion
on “How To Detox Your Home” from
noted expert Christine Dimmick will
take place Thursday, April 4, at 7 p.m.
in the Community Room in Town Hall.

During this event, residents can
learn about many ways they can re-
move harmful chemicals and toxins
from their home and help improve
their health and wellness.

The speaker is an expert in the field,
and pioneered the movement to com-
bine natural ingredients in cleaning
products over 20 years ago in her New
York City kitchen. She has been fea-
tured in Real Simple, O Magazine,
InStyle, “Dr. Oz” and has lectured at
the United Nations in New York and
Geneva, Canyon Ranch and A+E Net-
works. She has written the book “Detox
Your Home” and is CEO/Founder of
The Good Home Company.

This is the first event in a month-
long Earth Month celebration, which
is filled with activities and events
designed to engage, educate, inform
and entertain, culminating in
Westfield’s first-ever free Market and
Green Vendor Fair on Saturday, May
4. Details on all events are on
westfieldnj.gov/earthmonth.

‘Detox Your Home’
Lecture, April 4
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PUT ON A HAPPY FACE...Pictured, left to right,
are: Kathryn Williamson, Elizabeth Faragi, Kayleigh
Quinn and Skyler Lipkind.
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RIS Production of Bye Bye Birdie
Is ‘Smashing Success’

By GRETA FRONTERO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — With a perfect
mix of romance, teen angst, and good
old-fashioned rock and roll, the
Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS)
production of Bye Bye Birdie last
week was a smashing success. Per-
formances took place on Thursday
afternoon, as well as Friday and Sat-
urday evening. In a special Q&A ses-
sion with the cast following
Thursday’s show, audience members,
including groups of elementary school
students, eagerly asked questions to
learn more about the show and the
RIS theater department overall.

The musical, set in 1958, portrays
rock star Conrad Birdie (Owen Ing) in
his final days of freedom after being
drafted by the U.S. Army. Birdie’s
departure from music brings Birdie’s
worshiping teenage fans to march in
the streets in protest, but perhaps most
devastated is Birdie’s manager and
struggling songwriter Albert Peterson
(Skyler Lipkind), a 32-year-old mama’s
boy who was finally going to make it
big when his song was to be featured in
a Birdie movie.

Albert’s secretary and longtime
girlfriend, Rosie (Bella Jarecki), be-
lieves Birdie’s leaving is the best thing
for her and Albert, who can now fi-
nally leave the music industry and
settle down with her. As a final pro-
motion, she suggests that Birdie make
a television appearance kissing a de-
voted fan as a symbolic farewell. The
fan chosen is 15-year-old Kim

McAfee (Sarah LaMonica) of small-
town Sweet Apple, Ohio, who has
just been “pinned” by her boyfriend,
Hugo (Lucas Hubner). No one can
anticipate the chaos Birdie’s pres-
ence brings to Sweet Apple, includ-
ing a jealous Hugo and a band of
exasperated parents, all of which
threaten Rosie and Albert’s plans.

All of the show’s leads put on ex-
cellent performances, a great justice

to the Tony award-winning romantic
musical comedy. A particularly stand-
out performance was achieved by
Bella Jarecki as Rosie, who demon-
strated her confidence and impres-
sive vocal ability in numbers such as
“An English Teacher” and “Spanish
Rose.” Combined with Skyler

Lipkind’s skillful dancing and over-
all stage presence, these two leads
made for a believable Albert and Rosie
that surely allowed the audience to
“Put on a Happy Face.”

Exceptional performances were also
made by Owen Ing as the womanizing
and swoon-worthy Conrad Birdie, as
well as Sarah LaMonica and Lucas
Hubner, who portrayed the jealousy
and humor of a complicated teenage

love story wonderfully.
Other notable roles in-
cluded Olivia Mazzola as
Kim’s best friend Ursula,
Ryan Williamson as Kim’s
father, and Margaret
Danenhauer as Albert’s
mother—all of which
made the supporting char-
acter lineup much more
memorable. Finally, the
show’s ensemble overall
featured a range of abili-
ties, with dashes of har-
monizing, tap dancing, and
tumbling that highlighted
the students’ many ad-
vanced skills.

The high-caliber show
was directed by RIS pub-
lic speaking and drama

teacher Kimberley Jonny and cho-
reographed by Samuel Spare, who
has been performing professionally
for over a decade with companies like
Six Flags and Norwegian Cruise Line.
Musical direction was provided by
RIS music teachers Sabino Losco and
Karen Romero.

Photo credit: Elisabeth Lynch Photography
ROCKIN’ ROOSEVELT’S STAGE...Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of Bye Bye Birdie held last week was a
smashing success. The musical, set in 1958, portrays rock star Conrad Birdie (Owen Ing) in his final days of freedom after being
drafted by the U.S. Army.

Bramnick’s ‘Rules of the Road’
Give Advice on Interpersonal Skills

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — In life, our teach-
ers and parents give us rules to be
followed, those who have shaped our
lives have shared words to live by,
and our friends tell it like it is. In Jon

Bramnick’s book, “Why People Don’t
Like You,” he has merged those three
life lessons into what he calls in his
foreward “rules of the road” – 205
rules to improve your interpersonal
skills. He tells it like it is succinctly
and humorously, and his wife--artist
Pat Brentano--illustrates each rule in
the same way.

This book should be in everyone’s
bedside table, top drawer of their
desk, or tucked in a book bag. Mr.
Bramnick’s rules of the road are basic
everyday manners we all need to be

reminded of daily.
To excerpt a few of the rules: Rule

40—Eye contact, eye contact, eye con-
tact. Do not look over my shoulder for

the most important person in the room.
Locking your eyes on the person
speaking is really, really important.

Rule 42—Don’t’ post photos on
social media from parties where oth-
ers may not have been invited. You
were invited to a “private” party. That
is what “private” means. The host now
has to explain to someone why they
were not invited because you told the
world. Brag about something else.

Rule 66—The host should spend as
much time planning the conversation
as he or she does in planning the menu.
Table questions are good. If you don’t
plan a table conversation, the side

conversations may be very boring.
Rule 143—Try to understand rather

than be understood. Sometimes It’s
better to listen than to be heard.

Mr. Bramnick’s street smarts have
a solid backing to them given he has
served as Assembly Leader for the

21st District for 16 years, is the Re-
publican Leader, is owner and attor-
ney of the law firm Bramnick,
Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold and
Mangan, and is a stand-up comic.

Buy the book on Amazon, $29 hard-
cover, $22 paperback. And carry it
with you, so if you run into Mr.
Bramnick (make sure to pronounce
his name correctly, Rule 101) you can
politely ask for him to autograph it,
and make sure to compliment (Rule
34) him on his book.

RIS students Alexa Mora and Alexa
Rapporport ran an exemplary stage
management team behind the scenes.
From set construction and lights to
props and costumes, the production
was advanced and ran smoothly
throughout the show. Impressive on-
stage technology, led by student
Dermot Walpole, demonstrated the
professionality of the students even
at the middle school level.

The entire cast and crew of Bye Bye
Birdie put on a memorable show that
they should be proud of. The attention
to detail in the direction and produc-
tion of each scene, musical number,
and backstage role allowed the student
actors to shine in their performances,
keeping the audience engaged and en-
tertained from start to finish.

~BYE BYE BIRDIE CONTINUED~

Photo credit: Josephine Donatelli, Captured Event Photography
BYE BYE BIRDIE...Pictured, left to right, are: Lucas Hubner (Hugo Peabody),
Owen Ing (Conrad Birdie) and Sarah LaMonica (Kim MacAfee) in Roosevelt
Intermediate School’s production of Bye Bye Birdie held last weekend.
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BLUE DEVILS LODER, MILLER, HOERLE, COMPOSTO, JACOBS; COUGARS BENCIVENGA, KORZENESKI COMPETE

Union Co. All-Stars Dominate Essex Co. in Wrestling Classic
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One last hurrah for the seniors
at the high school level and one
last hurrah until next year for the
underclassmen took place at
Roselle Park High School with
the first ever Union/Essex County

All-Star Wrestling Classic on
March 20. Although a number of
individuals were involved in the
grunt work, Roselle Park Panther
Head Coach Ryan Rooney and
Plainfield Cardinal Head Coach
Will Dodd spearheaded the event.

“Growing up in Essex County I

thought why not go right next
store. It’s a perfect competitor. I
think equally talented as our
county. [Coach] Dodd and I pretty
much spearheaded it this year.
It’s been in the works for three
years or so but they have been
talking about it forever. We de-
cided it’s time to do it. As far as
us hosting it. Hey! This is the
closest spot that we can do it,
and Roselle Park getting 1,000

wins last year. Roselle Park is
kind of the hub for wrestling in
Union County. It’s a perfect spot,”
Panther Head Coach Ryan Rooney
explained.

In just a period of six years,
Coach Dodd has transformed his
Plainfield team from just a hand-
ful of inexperienced wrestlers into
a very competitive team that
finished with a 19-9 record.

“We are starting to put it to-
gether pretty nicely and we are
coming along with the program.
I had my first group of freshmen

come in and I saw them through
and they finished their senior
season. They are a testament to
what can happen when you buy
into the program, work hard and
give everything you got,” Coach
Dodd said.

The Union/Essex All-Star Clas-
sic featured 19 bouts with a for-
mat of a two-minute first period,
followed by one-minute second
and third periods. With the ex-
ception of one bout being de-
cided by a pin and three by major

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The Westfield Leader
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decision, the remaining 15 bouts
were closely contested. This night
belonged to the Union All-Stars
as they won 14 of the bouts,
including two major decisions and
the pin to emerge with a 47-16
victory. But the importance of
the outcome was not nearly as
important as the mission.

Before the match began, Coach
Rooney said, “We have Gabe Leo,
Eddie Hummel and Elvin
Guerrero, who were selected.
Also Mark Montgomery was se-
lected. He deferred to wrestle
this time. Those three guys I am
excited for them. Two are se-
niors. Obviously Eddie placed
sixth in the states this year, so
it’s a good opportunity to high-
light your skills and your talent
for the right cause, the Navy Seal

Foundation. What better way to
do what you love and also help
people who are in need.”

Coach Dodd added, “I am go-
ing with Union County but both
lineups are really tough with 27
state qualifiers in tonight’s
match, four state placers. It’s

going to be a competitive match
at every weight. We put it to-
gether to promote Union County
and Essex County wrestling, and
give our best wrestlers a chance
to shine and raise money for a
good cause. I am glad we were
able to do it.”

All three Panthers did quite well.
Highlighted by a low ankle single-
leg takedown and a low double-
leg takedown, Leo (120-lbs) de-
feated Naquan Tory (Columbia),
6-2. Hummel at 126-lbs swarmed
all over Carson Barry (West
Essex) with seven takedowns and
an nearfall to claim an 18-4 ma-
jor decision and Guerrero at 145-

lbs recorded a takedown and a
switch reversal to defeat CJ Love
(Columbia), 4-0.

The Cranford Cougars entered
two wrestlers with seniors Jack
Korzeneski (138-lbs) and AJ
Bencivenga (152-lbs).
Korzeneski ran into a vicious leg
wrestler in Edgar Moreno (West
Orange) and became a victim of
a 13-1 major decision but the
experience was rewarding.

“It’s an honor to be chosen to
be a part of the first one and to
set the stage for everyone else
who are coming up in the years
to follow us. It was awesome,
had a lot of fun.”

Bencivenga on the other hand,
became the buzz saw and pun-
ished Dave Guerra (Belleville)
with a number of his patented

Fireman’s takedowns before pin-
ning him with 11 seconds re-
maining. All those takedowns
seemed to temporarily tire
Bencivenga before he introduced
the finishing touches.

“Pretty gassed! Not in shape,”
Bencivenga expressed. “Still won
on the mat, so that’s a positive.
Got a lot of Fireman’s though.”

Westfield had five representa-
tives and all represented them-
selves well. Freshman Luke
Jacobs dropped a 6-1 decision to
Gerald VanBaelen (Bloomfield)
wrestling up at 113-lbs.

“I’m feeling happy to be here as
a freshman. It’s pretty cool. I
was the second guy to go out. I
was a little nervous then once I
got out there, I did my thing and
all the butterflies went away,”
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Jacobs recalled.
Junior Luke Hoerle (120-lbs),

in workman-like fashion, began
with a low Fireman’s takedown
and a two-point tilt then added
an escape and a quick-throw
takedown to defeat James Ben-
jamin (West Orange), 7-0.

“This match doesn’t matter, so

I hit my moves, tried to get a win.
It’s cool wrestling here. Most kids
on our squad during the regular-
season are my enemies from dif-
ferent towns but we are all friends
off the mats, so It’s cool to be on
the same team competing,”
Hoerle expressed.

Junior CJ Composto (132-lbs)
recorded a double-leg takedown,
an escape and standing cradle-
to-single-leg takedown to top
Carl Banks (Irvington), 5-0.

“I’m feeling pumped that
Westfield had five guys here and
I hope next year we have even
more because it is an honor to be
invited to this team. It was a
good showing from Westfield to-
night,” Composto said.

Senior Tim Miller, who came up
one win shy of placing in the Top-
8 at Atlantic City, used a head-

and-arm walk around takedown
and added an escape to defeat
Zach Andruchowitz (Bloomfield),
3-0, at 182-lbs

“It felt good to end my season
on a win because I didn’t do as
well as I hoped in the quad round
at states to end on a loss and now
I came back and got a win. It’s
going to feel good knowing that
I came here and won that last
match,” Miller said.

Senior Brendan Loder’s double-
leg lift takedown in the first pe-
riod held up in a 2-0 victory over
Ben Rivera (Caldwell).

“It was a really good experi-
ence. It was a blast being part of
the first dual meet between the
Union County All-Stars and Essex
All-Stars. I will definitely remem-
ber it for quite some time. It is a

This page is brought to you by:
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held up in a 2-1 victory over
Austin Paris of Livingston at 195-
lbs and at 220-lbs, Rahway’s Josh
Darisme recorded a reversal in
the second period and a lateral
throw takedown in the third to
defeat Nashawn Brooks

takedown to defeat Rahway’s
Chris Dalmau, 4-0. at 126-lbs.
At 138-lbs, Brearley’s Nick
Stampoulos survived a wild
scramble to record a double-leg
takedown then added an escape
and another takedown to defeat
Mike Ruane (West Essex), 5-1.

Linden’s Alex Dorce recorded
three takedowns on Colin Mor-
gan (West Orange) at 160-lbs
but his unique method of reach-
ing between his legs to pull off a
three-point arm-lever ti lt
amazed the crowd in his 9-2
victory. At 170-lbs, New
Providence’s Joe Delia answered
Blake McGowan’s (Columbia)
reversal with a Peterson rever-
sal but yielded a takedown in
overtime to lose, 4-2.

Linden’s Mike Afolabi’s single-
leg takedown in the first period

great atmosphere, great teams.
I’m pretty happy to be with some
of my teammates, of course, and
some of my friends from other
towns. It was a blast being with
them,” Loder expressed.

Beginning in the 106-lb class,
Rahway’s Kaelan Francois rallied
from a 5-0 deficit to defeat Pierre
Senat (Orange), 8-6 in overtime.
Brearley’s Patrick Phillips went
to work on Ricardo Camaano
(Caldwell) with a variety of
takedowns and an arm-bar
nearfall to record a 14-3 major
decision at 113-lbs.

Essex All-Star Conner Decker
recorded a throw-by takedown
and a short lateral drop
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(Irvington), 4-1. New
Providence’s Nadeem
ElMahroukey had a rugged 285-
lb bout with NJSIAA runner-up
Bardhyl Gashi (West Essex) in a
5-2 setback.

Mission accomplished for the
Navy Seals Foundation!
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Mat All-Stars

Dominate
Essex County
in Mat Classic
On March 20
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Special thanks to Bobby Bulger
(CHS 86'), Kevin Murray and
many CHS wrestling alumni

Below are the First, Second,
Third Team varsity selections with
Honorable Mentions for fourth
and fifth by weight class. Also, by
consensus of the entire wrestling
alumni body, we formally name
William “Willie the Kid” Carpen-
ter as the Greatest Cougar of All
Time (GOAT). (March 19, 2019).

ALL TIME COUGAR ROSTER
FIRST TEAM ALL COUGARS

Cougar & Weight Class
Ralph Zobel - 106
William Carpenter - 113 *GOAT
Phil Sandford - 120
Richard Prior - 126
Peter Pender - 132
Gavin Murray - 138
Robert Clare - 145
Walter Reichert - 152
Greg Donofrio - 160
Patrick Hogan - 170
George Craft - 182
Nik Fekete - 195
Greg Donofrio - 220
Sam Richardson - Hwt.

SECOND TEAM ALL COUGARS
Cougar & Weight Class

William Pfaff - 106
John Cuccolo - 113
William Carpenter - 120
Anthony Cerrato - 126
Roland Scheller - 132
Frank Genova - 138
Matt Digiovanni - 145
Gavin Murray - 152
Patrick Hogan - 160
Vince Concina - 170
Niko Cappello - 182
John Murphy - 195
Patrick Ekstrom - 220
Larry Davis - Hwt.

THIRD TEAM ALL COUGARS
Cougar Weight Class

Bernard Silberman - 106

Raymond Gribble - 113
Gary Jones - 120
Gary Jones - 126
Christopher Scorese - 132
Roland Scheller - 138
Robert Verhoeven - 145
Scott Senkarik - 152
JP Christiano - 160
Charles Grieco - 170
Corey Markovitch - 182
Wayne Matthews - 195
Steve Carbone - 220
Alex Esposito - Hwt.

HONORABLE MENTION (4 & 5)
Cougar Weight Class

Kevin Cofsky - 106
Robert Pender - 106
Joseph Giaccio - 113
Greg Laverda - 113
John Cuccolo - 120
Joseph Giaccio - 120
Phil Sandford  -126
Richard Briscoe - 126
Richard Prior - 132
Richard Briscoe - 132
Thomas Digiovanni - 138
David Aldredge - 138
David Lettieri - 145
AJ Bencivenga - 145
John Donofrio - 152
Patrick Hogan - 152
Dennis Sullivan - 160
Brian Mcgovern - 160
Lee Nordstrom - 170

Gary Herbster - 170
Lee Nordstrom - 182
John Van Brunt - 182
Tim French - 195
John Vicci - 195
Jeff Weiss - 220
Alex Esposito - 220
Joe Brady - Hwt.
John Fedorchak - Hwt.

SPECIAL NOTE:
Wrestling has always been our

“towns” sport. We have a special
bond in Cranford within the
alumni. The only thing that sepa-
rates us are the years that we
wrestled. It really is a tremen-
dous brotherhood in town. Wres-
tling “the Cranford way” is a
tradition that we teach and men-
tor and pass down to a new
generation of Cougars coming
up through our program now.

Wrestling is a warriors sport.
In our town, wrestling is the
ultimate team sport. We are only

as good as our room. We make
our bones in that room and earn
and learn respect in it through
baptism under fire. We have al-
ways had a team first mentality
and always have each other’s
back. It is a special thing.

Many years ago our coach
Charles Ferrara said “you guys
are special. You represent ev-
eryone who came before you
and everyone that will come af-
ter you”. Always shake hands
with heads up, win or lose. Rep-
resent the program with class.
We beat on each other to make
each other better. Coach always
wanted the toughest opponents
to be inside our own room. He
succeeded.

Coach Herb Farrell put out
the call in 1955-56 and the
strongest, toughest and brav-
est in town answered that call.
What we have today is a testi-
mony to the character and in-
tegrity of a program he built
and it reflects the man who built
it. We have produced many
great wrestlers. Many have been
called champions.

The Cranford Wrestl ing
Alumni stands as a testimony of
the men this program has built.
Fathers, business men, police
and fire, military men, leaders
and most importantly, good citi-
zens and neighbors. The pro-
gram produced so many ex-
amples of men who have been
able to succeed and achieve in
this thing we call life. Regard-
less of wins and losses on a mat,
Cranford Wrestling has pro-
duced many champions in life.

Once a Cougar…Always a Cou-
gar. And the bonds we’ve formed
in that room last a lifetime.
Cougar Pride exists and is well
today within the town, the team,
the program and it’s alumni.
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Cranford High School Cougars
List All-Time Wrestling Teams:

Cougar Gavin Murray – 2014
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750 Walnut Development
Could Mean Larger Classes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Class sizes could
be upwards of 30 to 40 students
per class, which is well over the
maximum of 23 the district has
set, according to Superintendent
of Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., if
750 Walnut Avenue was rezoned
to make way for 905 proposed
apartments. In the continuation
of the planning board hearing for
the rezoning of 750 Walnut Av-
enue, last Wednesday, the school
district superintendent and a de-
mographic consultant hired by
the district presented testimony.

Mr. Rubin gave a presentation
on the potential impact the 750
Walnut Avenue development
would have on the Cranford pub-
lic school district, using a study
conducted by Ross Haber Asso-
ciates, a demographic consult-
ant.

Ross Haber has projected 353
students would be added to the
school district as a result of the
proposal for 905 apartments at
750 Walnut Avenue by property
owner Hartz Mountain Industries.
The additional students would
“overload,” Mr. Rubin said, two
elementary schools — Walnut
Avenue School and Livingston
Avenue School — then Hillside
Avenue School at the middle-
school level.

The school district has an en-
rollment of 3,864 students, with
532 employees and has eight
buildings, according to Mr. Rubin.
Currently in the district, “we are

using all available space,” the
superintendent said. He further
commented that some rooms are
being used for three or four pro-
grams at the same time.

Ross Haber’s study projects a
greater number of students en-
tering the schools than the study
presented in January by the ap-
plicant, Hartz Mountain’s plan-
ner Keenan Hughes. Mr. Hughes
projected 110 to 135 school chil-
dren would be moving into the
905 apartments. Mr. Hughes
used two different methodolo-
gies. He took data from apart-
ment complexes in Cranford —
Riverfront at Cranford Station,
Woodmont Station at Cranford,
and Cranford Crossing, which
are on the South Avenue corri-
dor in the downtown area. Mr.
Hughes also used a statewide
Rutgers study updated in No-
vember 2018 that focused on
multi-family housing.

Mr. Haber said both the
Riverfront and the Woodmont

developments are located in a
Transit Village. “In my experi-
ence, transit villages yield very
few students,” he said.

The projected students from
Ross Haber is “greater than the
current enrollment of any
Cranford elementary school,” Mr.
Rubin noted.

In Ross Haber’s study, Mr.
Haber calculated that of the 353
students, 247 would be enrolled
in grades K to 5; 71 in grades 6
to 8, and 35 in grades 9 to 12.

The cost associated with taking
on the 353 students is greater
than what could be collected
under the 2-percent tax levy cap
in the annual budget, Mr. Rubin
said. He said the operational costs
for the additional 353 students,
not looking at construction of
buildings and other costs, such
as out-of-district students and
transportation, would be $5.6
million.

Furthermore, he said the costs
to build a new school would be
estimated at about $50 million,
and added that he does not know
where open land to place the
school would be. He also said
that if a new school was built it
would take years to come to
fruition. The school district gen-
eral fund budget for 2018-2019
was about $65 million.

“It would create the type of

Mayor Explains Borough
Budget Process to Residents

 By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara
Todisco hosted the second
“Breaking Down the Budget”
meeting last Wednesday evening,
providing residents with insight
into the budget process.

Finance Committee Chairman
and Council President Marc
Lazarow said the budget process
consists of receiving public feed-
back, prioritizing needed borough
capital expenditures and protect-
ing the taxpayer. Mr. Lazarow
said the goal is always “to pro-

vide the most resources and ser-
vices” at the lowest possible cost
to residents.

The proposed 2019 budget has
the second lowest municipal tax
increase in 18 years, amounting
to a $35 tax increase per every
$103,000 of assessed home
value, explained Mayor Todisco.
Since 2017, “a visible downward
trend” has been seen on
Garwood’s percentage of the to-
tal tax levy, stated Mayor Todisco.

As a councilwoman, Mayor
Todisco chaired the finance com-

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HOW TO STOP OVERDEVELOPMENT...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) talks with residents and Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer on the issue of overdevelopment. The gathering was held Sunday at
Rosie’s Wine Bar in Garwood.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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mittee. She said the goal is to
“keep the trend going” by reduc-
ing the municipal tax burden on
residents. The 2017 total amount
of taxes in the borough was
$18,053,385. The total levy in-
cludes four separate entities: mu-
nicipal, school district, county
and library, said Mayor Todisco.
In 2017, 33.7 percent of each
Garwood tax dollar supported
the municipality’s portion of the
total tax levy.

In 2018, 32.88 percent of each
tax dollar serviced the
municipality’s portion of the to-
tal tax levy ($18,239,668).

The finance committee was
challenged with “major cost in-
creases” from the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority ($51,000
increase) and municipal recycling
costs ($48,000 increase), Mr.
Lazarow said.

The municipal court saw a
$25,000 decrease in revenue in
2018, stated Mr. Lazarow. How-
ever, the finance committee has
worked to make the recreation
complex “self-sustaining” and has
“doubled the available capital
funds” from $15,000 to $30,000,
stated Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock.

Mr. Lazarow said the borough’s
revaluation will be completed by
2020. He said the $140,000 total
cost will be paid over five years
with $28,000 in principal and
$4,200 in interest paid per year
by the borough.

Mayor Todisco initiated a Citi-
zens Advisory Panel after being
sworn into office in January. The
panel has seven volunteer mem-
bers selected based on their wide
range of professional and life

burden I don’t know how the
district will overcome,” Mr. Rubin
said.

Mr. Haber in his calculations of
the impacts to the school dis-
trict modeled the average yield
of similar newly constructed,
multi-family units in communi-
ties in New Jersey that have the
same District Factor Group
(DFG), as well as similar quality
of community, quality of life,
desirability of the community,
the quality of the school district,
the age of the school district,
and the housing turnover in the
school district. In studying the
impacts of 750 Walnut Avenue,
he compared Chatham Town-
ship, Madison, New Providence,
Westfield, Summit, Ridgewood,

experiences, stated Mayor
Todisco. Members’ ages range
from 28 to 90 years old.

Mayor Todisco said the advi-
sory panel has met four times
thus far in 2019. The panel is
charged with maintaining resi-
dent feedback on borough affairs
and public initiatives.

Councilwoman Blumenstock
said the panel provides resident
insight, which gives a diverse
perspective when the council
“makes decisions on different is-
sues.”

The Citizens Advisory Panel was
present during the “ladder truck”
demonstration. Panel members
unanimously supported the $1.1-
million ladder truck purchase,
Mayor Todisco said. The fire de-
partment has requested the truck
for more than 10 years, the mayor
said.

Councilman and Fire Depart-
ment Committee Chairman Ri-
chard McCormack brought the
ladder truck to the council’s at-
tention upon realizing 26 prop-
erties, both commercial and pri-
vately-owned, cannot be reached
during an emergency by the
department’s current equipment.

Mr. McCormack said one site is
the top of Lincoln School.

Additional capital requests in-
clude an emergency manage-
ment vehicle ($35,000), updated
police vehicle computer systems
($33,000) and a street sweeper
($275,000), stated Mr. Lazarow.
The police vehicle computer sys-
tems are operating “Windows 7,”

which will be technologically ob-
solete within a year, he said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the
borough’s street sweeper is
equipment which has been re-
quested by residents on the ad-
visory panel and throughout the
borough for “quite some time
now.”

The budget will be finalized and
sent for state review today, March
28, Councilman Lazarow said.
The budget will be officially
adopted on Tuesday, April 30.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAYORS WALK...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco and former mayor Charles
Lombardo lead the Garwood Mayors Wellness Campaign walk in Unami Park
Saturday morning.

Glen Ridge, Berkeley Heights and
Springfield.

He also asked questions of the
Cranford school district princi-
pals, gathering data from them
on each school, and subse-
quently met with each principal,
and in his conclusion, he said,
“What I found is these buildings
are all fully utilized.” He said
expansion would need to occur
and a neighborhood school built,
and, if not, then the class size
would need to increase, an end
game that would be “hurting the
program,” he said.

The school district’s business
administrator, Robert Carfagno,
is to testify at the next planning
board meeting, to be held
Wednesday, April 3.

750 Walnut Development Woes

GW Mayor Explains Borough Budget Process
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Breakfast With Bunny
On Tap In Cranford
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Garlic Rose will again
welcome the Happy Easter
Bunny to Cranford for the An-
nual Breakfast with the Bunny
event. It will be held on Satur-
day, April 13, at the Garlic Rose
Restaurant, located at 28 North
Avenue, West, Cranford.

The breakfast will begin at 10
a.m. and the Easter Bunny will
arrive at 10:30 a.m. The cost of
the event is $12 for children
and $18 for adults. Each year
this event sells out, so it is
recommended that interested
persons make their reserva-
tions early by calling (908) 276-
5749.

The Chamber wishes to thank
Arnold’s Pest Control of
Cranford for sponsoring this
event. For additional informa-
tion, contact the Cranford Area
Chamber of Commerce at
(908) 272-6114 or
cranfordchamber@comcast.net.
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Women in Government
Take Part In Panel at UCC
CRANFORD – In celebration of

Women’s History Month, Union
County College hosted a “Women
in Government” panel comprised
of six women serving as elected
officials Union County at the state,
county, and municipal level. Par-
ticipating on the panel were Union
County Freeholder Chair Bette
Jane Kowalski, Freeholder
Rebecca Williams, Assembly-
woman Nancy F. Muñoz, and
Mayors Nora Radest of Summit,
Shelley Brindle of Westfield and
Angie Devanney of Berkeley
Heights.

The lively panel discussion cov-
ered topics on what inspired each
of the women to run for office,
challenges they’ve faced along

the way, the impact of women
voters, and advice for the next
generation of young women who
will run for office.

“The women on today’s panel
have helped to pave a path for
our students to serve their local
government in the future,” stated
UCC President Margaret
McMenamin. “I thank them for
taking the time to participate in
today’s event and for sharing
their valuable advice and per-
spective with our students, who
are the future of Union County.”

Following the panel discussion,
the event concluded with UCC
students having the opportunity
to ask questions of the panel
members.

WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT...In celebration of Women’s History Month,
Union County College (UCC) hosted a “Women in Government” panel com-
prised of six women serving as elected officials at the state, county and
municipal level. Pictured, from left to right, are: Summit Mayor Nora Radest,
Union County Freeholder Rebecca Williams and Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski, Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, Assemblywoman Nancy F. Muñoz,
Berkeley Heights Mayor Angie Devanney and UCC’s Secretary of the Boards
and Director of College Relations Jaime Segal.

Friends of Colin to Host
Annual Easter Egg Hunt

CRANFORD — The Friends of
Colin will host their ninth annual
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday,
April 13, at Hanson Park in
Cranford.

Check-in is at 10:30 a.m. and
the hunt starts at 11 a.m. sharp.
Registration in advance is $8 per
participating child, and $10 after
Tuesday, April 9. Participants also
may register in person on the
day of the event, starting at 10
a.m. To buy tickets in advance,
go to eventbrite.com and search
for Friends of Colin.

All proceeds benefit Ewing’s sar-
coma research being done at
Georgetown University Hospital.
Ewing’s sarcoma, a rare bone

cancer, took the life of Cranford
High School teen Colin Maher,
who was part of a close-knit
neighborhood on Retford Avenue
in Cranford. His friends there
started a nonprofit to fund re-
searchers looking for a cure to
this cancer.

Although considered rare,
Ewing’s also claimed young
Cranford resident Alessandra
LoConte and nearby Clark resi-
dent Tylor Collins over the last
few years.

Friends of Colin is a 501(c)3
that also runs the Turkey Trot in
November at Unami Park. For
more information, email
info@friendsofcolin.org.

Pointe At Garwood Residents Petition
Westfield For Ice Rink Relief

Now that the ice hockey season
has come to a close at Gumbert
Park, it might be easy to let this
well intentioned experiment melt
away with the snow. The resi-
dents of The Pointe at Garwood,
however, hope the Recreation
Commission and Town Council
will listen to their concerns, as
expressed in a petition signed by
68 Pointe residents and circu-
lated to both the Commission
and Town Council members.

The petition states, “We the
undersigned residents of The
Pointe at Garwood, respectfully
request that the Westfield Ice
Rink be relocated to a more ap-
propriate location for next sea-
son. The Pointe is a townhouse/
condominium community of 44
homes for 55+ residents located
directly across the street from
the entrance to the hockey rink
(approximately 75 feet away).
We have endured excessive noise

Local Letters to the Editor
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and traffic (including idling ve-
hicles) on a daily basis and well
beyond dusk, when the park his-
torically closed in the winter. In
addition, the site resembles a
construction zone, with ugly trail-
ers, chain link fencing, dirty ice/
snow discarded on the property,
and delivery and maintenance
vehicles at all hours. It neither
beautifies nor enhances this park
property.

Many if not most of us are from
Westfield and chose to stay in
the area and to support a vibrant
community and downtown. We
have grown children and grand-
children who are Westfield resi-
dents. Please understand, we
encourage the town to continue
to provide a local ice rink. None-
theless, please relocate it to a
more appropriate location! Such
a business – and it is indeed a
business – does not belong on a
Green Acres park in a residential
neighborhood.”

This experiment began the end
of September and as of now is
still a daily nightmare for us,
certainly lasting far longer than
the four months the rink was in
operation.

Christine Spear
President, The Pointe at Garwood

Board of Trustees
Garwood
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CRANFORD — The Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen, an out-
reach program of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, cel-
ebrated its 30th anniversary at
the morning worship service on
March 24.

In 1989, the initiative began to
take shape in two Bible Study
groups at the Elmora Presbyte-
rian Church in Elizabeth. Under
the leadership and direction of
the Reverend Ted Grandberg,
the dream became a reality.

Conversations with Pastor J.
Wesley Shipp of the First Baptist
Church of Cranford/Elizabeth on
Union Avenue resulted in the for-
mation of the Elmora Soup
Kitchen. Upon the closing of the
Elmora Presbyterian Church, the
program was adopted by the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford,
and became known as the
Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen.

This community-based pro-
gram continues to serve a com-
plete meal each Sunday after-
noon from 3 to 4 p.m. Over 30
years, more than 135,000 meals
have been served by hundreds of
volunteers. The program has
grown from four original teams
to eight teams, all from different
towns and houses of worship.
Four of the founding members of
the Elmora Soup Kitchen still
serve after 30 years.

Those who volunteer to cook
and serve every Sunday not only
serve meals, but also engage
guests in conversation to offer
words of support. Workers have
come to know many of the guests
on a personal basis. The number

of guests increase and diminish
depending on the economy and
changes in the government hous-
ing requirements.

Guests tell operators of the
Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen that
they continue coming not only be-
cause of the meals, but also be-
cause of the respect and how they
are treated by the volunteers. Many
guests, at the conclusion of their
meal, offer thanks and blessings as
they leave. Others stay until 4 p.m.
and assist in cleaning up.

The program could not exist

THIRTY YEARS OF CARING...The Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen last
Sunday celebrated its 30th anniversary of serving those in need. Pictured,
volunteers display some of the food they provide to their appreciative guests. The
soup kitchen, an outreach program of the Cranford Presbyterian Church, serves
complete meals every Sunday from 3 to 4 p.m.

Garwood Library Highlights
Programs During April

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has released its
schedule of activities for the first
half of April. It will be closed on
Friday and Saturday, April 19
and 20.

In honor of National Library
Week, any overdue item returned
from Monday, April 8, through
Saturday, April 13, will not be
charged any overdue fines. It will
not matter how long the items
are overdue and no questions
will be asked.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Participants learn how to knit or
show others how it is done.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.

Kid’s Chess is offered on Mon-
days at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but participation is lim-
ited to 12 players. This non-
instructional, supervised pro-
gram provides an informal chess
game for children of all ages. Six
boards are supplied. There will
not be a session on April 15.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet on April 4 at 7 p.m. No
registration is required. Inter-
ested persons are advised to
check with the library for its lat-
est book selection by calling (908)
789-1670.

Adult Craft will be held on Tues-
day, April 9, at 6 p.m. Partici-
pants will make a craft to bring
home. Participation is limited to
10 and registration is required.

Toddler Story Time, for infants
through age 4, is available on
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is required. The
Pipsqueak Players will visit
Storytime on April 10. There will
be no Storytime on April 17.

Explore It is presented on Tues-
days at 3 p.m. in the Lincoln
School Art Room. This program
offers after-school STEM fun for
kids in fourth grade and up. Reg-
istration is required and limited
to 16. No Explore It sessions will
be held April 16 or 30.

Kid’s Craft will take place on
Wednesday, April 10, at 3 p.m.
Children in second grade and up
make a fun craft. Registration is
required and limited to 20.

Lego will be featured on Thurs-
days, April 11 and 25, at 3 p.m.,
for ages 4 to 12. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the
library’s showcase. Registration
is required and limited to 15.

The library is located at 411
Third Avenue. For more informa-
tion and to register for programs,
call (908) 789-1670. Further in-
formation also is available at
youseemore.com/garwood.

without the efforts of many orga-
nizations that assist the leader-
ship year after year. The Cranford
High School Madrigal Singers
entertain at Christmas. Support
also comes from many other or-
ganizations such as Boy Scout
and Girl Scout troops, the Jay-
cees and Rotary, Pinho’s Bakery,
high-school groups and volun-
teers from many towns and coun-
ties throughout the state. Any-
one wishing to contribute to the
program is invited to call the
church at (908) 276-8440.

Cranford Elmora Soup Kitchen
Celebrates 30th Anniversary
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CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, is collect-
ing money for the Episcopal Re-
lief & Development (ERD) “Clean
Water” program through this
Sunday, March 31.

In many places around the
world, the fresh water supply is
threatened by various pollutants,
climate change and disasters.
“Every 15 seconds a child dies
from a water-related disease
somewhere in the world,” said
Marion Nechuta, Trinity’s Out-
reach Committee chairwoman.

“The ERD Clean Water program
constructs wells, water systems
and stations that both reduce
the spread of disease while pro-
moting overall community health,
well-being and economic viabil-
ity,” she continued.

Donations, made payable to
“Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment,” can be mailed to Trinity
Church or dropped off at the
church on Sunday mornings. For
more information, call (908) 276-
4047.

Episcopal Relief & Develop-
ment, started in 1940, is the
compassionate response of the
Episcopal Church to human suf-
fering in the world. Hearing God’s
call to seek and serve Christ in all
persons and to respect the dig-
nity of every human being, ERD
serves to bring together the gen-
erosity of Episcopalians and oth-
ers with the needs of the world.
For more information about Epis-
copal Relief & Development, visit
episcopalrelief.org/.

Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family church that welcomes all
people and strives to “know Christ
and to make the Lord known
through faith, fellowship, and
service.”

Sunday services, celebrated by
the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge, are at
8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Father Kruger
also leads Morning and Evening
Prayer services at 8:30 a.m. and
5 p.m., Tuesday to Friday, in

Library to Hold Registration
For Spring Programs

CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-
lic Library, located at 224 Walnut
Avenue, has announced that reg-
istration will begin soon for sev-
eral spring events at the library.

Children and their caregivers
are invited to create their own
Fairy Gardens together using re-
cycled materials on Saturday,
April 13, from 2 to 3:30 p.m.
Registration is required for this
activity and begins this Satur-
day, March 30.

Families with children from birth
to age 5 are invited to attend a
fun family story time, followed by
free play, on Friday, April 12, at
10:15 a.m. Carmela Balacco,
M.Ed., director of Family Support
at Family Link, REIC, will be avail-
able to meet caregivers and an-
swer any questions they might
have about child development,
communication, early interven-
tion and more. Registration is
required and begins on Friday,
March 29. All participants will
receive a goody bag.

Ms. Balacco will provide
caregivers of children from in-
fants to age 5 with an Overview of
the New Jersey Early Interven-
tion System (NJEIS) on Thurs-
day, April 18, at 10:15 a.m. The
presentation covers who and what

NJEIS is, the types of services
provided, how services are pro-
vided, eligibility criteria, family
rights, the cost-participation pro-
gram and the overall Early Inter-
vention process. Registration is
required and begins on Thurs-
day, April 4. All participants will
receive a goody bag.

The library will offer an intro-
ductory sewing class for teens
and tweens with instructor and
sewing enthusiast Ellen Brown
on Monday, April 15. Ms. Brown
brings a portable sewing studio,
including sewing machines, fab-
ric, equipment and supplies. Par-
ticipants will spend two hours
creating a project that they are
able to take home. A session for
those in grades 6 and up will be
held from 2 to 4 p.m. and a
session for tweens in grades 4 to
6 will be held from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. This free program is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Li-
brary. Registration is required
and begins on Monday, April 1.
Space is limited.

For complete information about
programs at the Cranford Public
Library, visit cranfordlibrary.org.

Mr. Choroszewski to Present
‘Garden State In Bloom’

CRANFORD — The public is in-
vited to attend “Garden State in
Bloom,” presented by Walter
Choroszewski, on Saturday, April
13, at 1 p.m., at the Cranford
Community Center. The program
will showcase 25 New Jersey
public gardens with colorful pho-
tography and historic informa-
tion about each garden.

The program is sponsored by
the Crane’s Ford Chapter, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
(DAR), to fulfill one of the Na-
tional DAR’s objectives for edu-
cation and conservation of the
environment. This event is of-
fered free of charge.

Mr. Choroszewski has been a
leading advocate of Jersey pride
since 1980, when he was com-
missioned to photograph the
state for a book project entitled

“New Jersey, a Scenic Discov-
ery.” He has since published 18
photographic books. His book
“New Jersey, a Photographic Cel-
ebration” was selected for the
official New Jersey 350th Anni-
versary “101 Great New Jersey
Books List.”

Mr. Choroszewski was awarded
the first New Jersey Photo Jour-
nalism Award by Governor Tho-
mas Kean for his photographs
being the inspiration for the state
tourism campaign in the ’80s
and ’90s, “New Jersey and You:
Perfect Together.” For more than
30 years he has promoted New
Jersey through public speaking
and popular school programs.

The Cranford Community Cen-
ter is located at 220 Walnut Av-
enue. On-site parking is avail-
able.

Witherington Chapel, in the
church undercroft, accessible by
outside stairs behind the church.
For more information about Trin-
ity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving
children from age 2½ through
kindergarten. For more informa-
tion about TEDS, call (908) 276-
2881 or visit tedscranford.org.

Trinity Collecting Donations
For Clean Water Initiative

Library Board Sets
Meeting April 3

GARWOOD — A meeting of the
Garwood Public Library board will
take place on Wednesday, April 3,
at 8 p.m. This meeting is open to the
public. It will be held at the library,
located at 411 Third Avenue.
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CRANFORD
Wednesday, March 13, Sean

Nightengale, 34, of Linden and
Thomas Bradian, 48, of Roselle
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop at
Raritan Road and Coleman Av-
enue for a seatbelt violation.
Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver
and a passenger, Nightengale
and Bradian, respectively, for
suspected heroin found inside
the vehicle. They were processed
and provided with state Supe-
rior Court appearance dates. In
addition, Nightengale was issued
motor vehicle summonses for a
seatbelt violation, careless driv-
ing, driving with a suspended
license and possession of a CDS
in a motor vehicle.

Wednesday, March 13, Duane
Berry, 38, of Roselle and Carlos
Figueroa, 18, of Perth Amboy
were arrested on charges of pos-
session of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue East for unclear plates.
Following an investigation at the
scene, police arrested the driver
and a passenger of the vehicle,
Figueroa and Berry, respectively,
for suspected marijuana found
inside the vehicle. They were
both processed and provided
with municipal court appearance
dates. In addition, Figueroa was
issued motor vehicle summonses
for unclear plates and posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous
substance in a motor vehicle.

Saturday, March 16, Solomon

Armstrong, 24, of Cranford was
arrested and charged with ag-
gravated assault on a police of-
ficer, obstruction of administra-
tion of justice and resisting ar-
rest following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue East for a
seatbelt violation. Armstrong, a
passenger in the vehicle, was
arrested when he struck Patrol-
man James Knight. He was pro-
cessed and provided with a state
Superior Court appearance date.
In addition, he was issued a
summons for a seatbelt viola-
tion.

Sunday, March 17, Michael
Herrera, 40, of Cranford and
Jolie Sokolowski, 40, of
Phillipsburg were arrested on
charges of driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI), possession of pre-
scription legend drugs and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia
following a motor vehicle stop at
Centennial Avenue and Raritan
Road for a headlight out. Follow-
ing an investigation at the scene,
police arrested the driver and a
passenger of the vehicle, Herrera
and Sokolowski, respectively.
Herrera was charged with DWI
and Sokolowski with possession
of suspected Xanax pills found
inside the vehicle. They were
both processed and provided
with state Superior Court ap-
pearance dates. In addition,
Herrera was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for mainte-
nance of lamps, tinted windows,
careless driving and failure to
maintain a lane.

Sunday, March 17, Jasmine
Brockington, 21, of Elizabeth was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of

drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue East and Thomas Street
for a seatbelt violation.
Brockington, a passenger in the
vehicle, was charged for sus-
pected marijuana found in her
possession. She was processed
and provided with a municipal
court appearance date. In addi-
tion, the driver was issued mo-
tor vehicle summonses for an
open container and a seatbelt
violation.

Upcoming Nutrition Series
To Focus on Diabetes

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Health Department, in partnership
with ShopRite of Garwood, is offer-
ing a six-week series of classes on
the importance of eating healthy to
prevent or manage Type 2 diabe-
tes.

“Crunch Your Way to a Healthier
Life” will be held from 7 to 8 p.m. on
Tuesdays at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. Classes will start April 2
and run until May 7. The cost is $20
for all six classes.

“This series will walk you through
the practical skills needed to change
your life: balancing your meals,
carb balance made easy, food label
reading, healthy cooking and savvy
shopping,” said Victoria Coglianese,
a registered dietitian at ShopRite
of Garwood, who is leading the
classes. “Participants will learn why
managing their blood sugar is one
of the most important steps to take
in their health, whether they are
diabetic or not.”

Diabetes remains the seventh
leading cause of death in the United
States, according to the American
Diabetes Association. Type 2 ac-
counts for about 90 to 95 percent
of all diagnosed cases in adults.
People with Type 2 are unable to
properly use or store glucose (a
form of sugar found in foods). Risk
factors include high blood pres-
sure, sedentary lifestyle, a high-fat
and high-carb diet, high alcohol
intake and being obese or over-
weight.

“Type 2 diabetes is a chronic
condition with serious conse-
quences,” said Lindsay DeStefano,
health educator for the Cranford

Health Department.
Diabetics are at increased risk for

major health complications, includ-
ing heart disease, stroke, kidney
failure, vision loss and amputation
of toes, feet or legs. The condition
has been linked to premature death.

“But those who are diagnosed or
at risk can manage, prevent or
delay the disease through regular
physical activity and a healthy eat-
ing plan,” Ms. DeStefano said. “We
hope this series helps people learn
the importance of managing blood
sugar levels, how to read and un-
derstand food labels and how to
prepare healthy, balanced meals
and snacks without giving up the
foods they love.”

For more information, contact
Ms. DeStefano at (732) 757-5941
or DeStefanol@rosenet.org. To
register, visit https://
register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

HEALTHY CHOICES...Registered di-
etitian Victoria Coglianese will lead a
six-week series of classes on eating healthy
to prevent or manage type 2 diabetes.
The classes will begin on April 2 and will
be held on Tuesdays, from 7 to 8 p.m., at
the Cranford Community Center.

Cranford Chamber
Scholarship Apps. Due
CRANFORD -- The deadline

for submitting applications is
Friday, March 29, for the
Cranford Area Chamber of Com-
merce 2019 Scholarship Pro-
gram. Any graduating senior
planning on attending college
or any other accredited insti-
tute of higher education is eli-
gible. The student must be a
resident of Cranford and will be
graduating from Cranford High
School (CHS) or any other area
high school in 2019. The Cham-
ber will be awarding three schol-
arships. Awards are based on
the student’s volunteerism and
community service.

Applications for the scholar-
ships are available at the Guid-
ance Office of CHS or by calling
(908) 272-6114. All applications
should be submitted to Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
N.J., 07016.

The Cranford Area Chamber
of Commerce’s, a non-profit or-
ganization, scholarship program
is made possible by the Cham-
ber Scholarship Fund, which is
supported through the Cham-
bers yearly fundraising events.Probitas Verus Honos




