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Fanwood Eyes Municipal Tax
Increase of 1 Percent Over ’18

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and borough council reviewed
a preliminary municipal budget on
Monday. Borough Deputy Adminis-
trator/Chief Financial Officer
Frederick Tomkins said the proposed
budget, if approved, would levy
“about a one percent” tax increase in
2019.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy
Barker said she would like the mu-
nicipal tax levy to be less than one
percent when the budget is officially
introduced.

Mayor Mahr said the previous
year’s budget provided a slight tax
decrease for residents. This year’s

expected increase would amount to
$29 per household, stated Mr.
Tomkins. Mayor Mahr said the in-
crease does not factor in tax increases
or decreases on the total tax levy
which includes the county budget,
regional school budget costs, the pub-
lic library’s budget, or the municipal
open space.

Under New Jersey law all budgets
must be calculated independently.
Each Fanwood tax dollar is divided
amongst each entity or budget, Mayor
Mahr explained.

She said was “important to note”
that the Fanwood municipal budget
accounts for around 20 percent of
each tax dollar collected in the bor-
ough.

Mayor Mahr and the borough coun-
cil went into executive session after
Monday’s public meeting to discuss
costs and prioritize capital expendi-
tures requested by each department
within municipal oversight. Mayor
Mahr said executive action (official
decisions made public) would not be
taken after the meeting, but all capital
requests would “most likely not be
purchased” in the upcoming budget
year.

Mayor Mahr said the “budget pro-
cess goal” is to prioritize expendi-
tures to provide the most resources to
residents at the lowest cost.

The police department, rescue
squad, and public works department
all made capital requests to be ful-
filled in the 2019 budget. The police
department requests total $112,012
which include two 2019 Ford Inter-
ceptor SUV’s totaling $80,860, stated
Mr. Tomkins.

Councilman Anthony Carter said
the repair costs associated with aged
vehicles often exceed the costs with a
new purchase. Mr. Carter said he spe-
cifically tracked the associated finan-
cial consequences when older vehicles
plagued with frequent breakdowns
were utilized verses when the bor-
ough decided to purchase new ve-
hicles.

Mr. Carter alerted the council to
surplus dollars from last year’s bud-
get, which were never spent but were
earmarked for repairs. Mr. Carter said
the reason the money wasn’t spent
was because the borough has been
phasing in new vehicles throughout
the borough’s various departments.

Mr. Carter said his observations
were being made to be considered in
executive session as Mayor Mahr and
the council considered 2019 budget
costs and long-term positive tradeoffs
to expenditures.

In addition, the police department

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOW TO STOP OVERDEVELOPMENT...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) talks with residents and Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer
on the issue of overdevelopment. The gathering was held at Rosie’s Wine Bar in
Garwood on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VIGIL FOR NEW ZEALAND...A vigil for victims of the recent mass shootings at
two Mosques in New Zealand was held March 19 in Westfield. The vigil,
sponsored by the Dr Martin Luther King Association of Westfield, was held at the
Westfield Martin Luther King Monument.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
GIRL SCOUT WEEK...Scouts from Troops 40105 and 40547 presented Girl Scout cookies to the Fanwood Borough Council
Monday, March 18, and read tributes to scouting from the podium. It is the 107th anniversary of the Girl Scouts. Fanwood
and Scotch Plains Scouts sold 53,000 boxes of cookies during this year's drive.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROADWORK...Road crews were busy the past two weeks installing new gas pipes
along Park Avenue in Scotch Plains during the overnight hours.

Commuters Updated On
One-Seat Ride to NYC
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Commuters frustrated by
the lack of a one-seat train ride into
Manhattan and by the incessant de-
lays stemming from aging infrastruc-
ture were told that area and state
leaders are working on their behalf to
restore the one-seat ride and to secure
federal funding for new Hudson River
train tunnels.

At a public meeting on Tuesday
night in Cranford, representatives
from the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion, which represents Union,
Somerset, Middlesex and Hunterdon
counties, spoke of efforts to restore
NJ Transit’s one-seat ride into New
York City along the Raritan Valley
line. NJ Transit introduced a limited,
non-rush hour one-seat service four
years ago but suspended it last year
due to budget cuts.

RVRC Chairman Bruce Bergen told
an audience of more than 100 resi-
dents, commuters and political lead-
ers about a bill in the State Senate —
Senate Bill 3574 — that is aimed at
bringing one-seat rides into Manhat-
tan by requiring NJ Transit to inves-
tigate what it will take to implement
the one-seat ride on a full-time basis.
He called the one-seat commute “ab-
solutely paramount to the quality of
life” for Raritan Valley Line riders.
He said his group has worked with
transportation officials to have the
Portal Bridge that spans the
Hackensack River in Kearny and
Secaucus kept closed during peak
commuting hours and is also urging
NJ Transit to ensure that Raritan Val-
ley Line riders who change trains in
Newark to do so on the same plat-
form.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp
urged residents and commuters to
“keep the pressure on” NJ Transit to
re-establish the one-seat ride, saying

it would boost property values and
enhance economic development.

The bulk of Tuesday’s session con-
sisted of a briefing by Jerry Zaro,
chairman of the Gateway Develop-
ment Corp. that is overseeing the
multi-billion dollar Gateway project,
which involves building new rail tun-
nels and a new bridge over the
Hackensack River as well as rehabili-
tating the existing 108-year-old
Hudson River rail tunnels and ex-
panding Penn Station in Manhattan.

He called Gateway the “single most
necessary infrastructure project” in
the country and said the Northeast
Corridor — the “the busiest train cor-
ridor in the U.S.” — is the “lifeblood”
of the region. The Northeast Corri-
dor, it’s estimated, accounts for 20
percent of the nation’s Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) with 10 percent of
GDP dependent on transit between
New Jersey and New York.

Mr. Zaro described the aging bridge
and tunnels as “old, failing and caus-
ing delays almost daily,” and said the
current infrastructure was “not de-
signed for the amount of traffic they
now carry,” pointing out that the popu-
lation of the New York-New Jersey
metro area has more than tripled over
the past century since the bridge and
tunnels were built. “It’s long past
time for these two workhorses to re-
tire.” He said the region needs a “re-
liable, safe 21st century rail system.”

 He spoke of the flooding the tun-
nels suffered from Superstorm Sandy
in 2012 and said corrosion from the
salty sea water continues to affect the
tunnels today. Commuters, he said,
play “transit roulette” every day as
they bet that “two antiquated tubes”
will be functional and safe during
their commute into and out of New
York. Mr. Zaro lamented the condi-
tion of the Portal Bridge crossing the
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Rec. Panel Discusses Camps,
Upcoming Programs

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Summer camp reg-
istration and upcoming events were
the prevalent topics at Tuesday
night’s recreation commission meet-
ing. The status of restroom renova-
tions at Forest Road Park and
LaGrande Park also was discussed.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky spoke about the restroom
renovations at Forest Road Park and
LaGrande Park. “There are new stalls
and a new floor. Hopefully, it will
take about six days total to be com-
pleted in late April, early May,” he
said.

Mr. Budiansky mentioned the con-
tinued success of the summer camp
program registration at LaGrande
and Forest Road Parks. He said there
were 1,025 campers registered as of
March 26. Mr. Budiansky said that
camp registration is still ongoing
and information is available on the
recreation commission’s website.

“There are more programs than
we have ever done before; there are
about 40 camps. Most end up run-

ning (in previous years) if there are
enough children registered. There
are 18 counselors hired in addition
to a few more part-time counselors,”
Mr. Budiansky said.

He said there is a summer camp
brochure that he submitted to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education but that has not been dis-
tributed yet.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will
be held at Forest Road Park on Sat-
urday, April 13, at 10 a.m. The rain
date is Saturday, April 20. Relay for
Life volunteers will be in attendance
and also will volunteer at the event.

Mr. Budiansky and commission
members approved a donation of
plastic Easter eggs and candy. Com-
mission member Bruce Zakarin told
the group, “we could always use
more prizes.” Any donations would
be appreciated, he said.

The summer Party in the Park event
will be held Tuesday, June 25, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., at LaGrande Park.
There is still discussion about the
movie that will be shown. Commis-
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750 Walnut Development
Could Mean Larger Classes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Class sizes could
be upwards of 30 to 40 students per
class, which is well over the maxi-
mum of 23 the district has set, ac-
cording to Superintendent of Schools
Scott Rubin, Ed.D., if 750 Walnut
Avenue was rezoned to make way
for 905 proposed apartments. In the
continuation of the planning board
hearing for the rezoning of 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, last Wednesday, the
school district superintendent and a
demographic consultant hired by the
district presented testimony.

Mr. Rubin gave a presentation on

the potential impact the 750 Walnut
Avenue development would have on
the Cranford public school district,
using a study conducted by Ross
Haber Associates, a demographic
consultant.

Ross Haber has projected 353 stu-
dents would be added to the school
district as a result of the proposal for
905 apartments at 750 Walnut Av-
enue by property owner Hartz Moun-
tain Industries. The additional stu-
dents would “overload,” Mr. Rubin
said, two elementary schools — Wal-
nut Avenue School and Livingston
Avenue School — then Hillside Av-
enue School at the middle-school
level.

The school district has an enroll-
ment of 3,864 students, with 532
employees and has eight buildings,
according to Mr. Rubin. Currently in
the district, “we are using all avail-
able space,” the superintendent said.
He further commented that some
rooms are being used for three or
four programs at the same time.

Ross Haber’s study projects a
greater number of students entering
the schools than the study presented
in January by the applicant, Hartz
Mountain’s planner Keenan Hughes.
Mr. Hughes projected 110 to 135
school children would be moving
into the 905 apartments. Mr. Hughes
used two different methodologies.
He took data from apartment com-
plexes in Cranford — Riverfront at
Cranford Station, Woodmont Sta-
tion at Cranford, and Cranford Cross-

ing, which are on the South Avenue
corridor in the downtown area. Mr.
Hughes also used a statewide Rutgers
study updated in November 2018
that focused on multi-family hous-
ing.

Mr. Haber said both the Riverfront
and the Woodmont developments are
located in a Transit Village. “In my
experience, transit villages yield very
few students,” he said.

The projected students from Ross
Haber is “greater than the current
enrollment of any Cranford elemen-
tary school,” Mr. Rubin noted.

In Ross Haber’s study, Mr. Haber
calculated that of the 353 students,
247 would be enrolled in grades K to
5; 71 in grades 6 to 8, and 35 in
grades 9 to 12.

The cost associated with taking on
the 353 students is greater than what
could be collected under the 2-per-
cent tax levy cap in the annual bud-
get, Mr. Rubin said. He said the
operational costs for the additional
353 students, not looking at con-
struction of buildings and other costs,
such as out-of-district students and
transportation, would be $5.6 mil-
lion.

Furthermore, he said the costs to
build a new school would be esti-
mated at about $50 million, and
added that he does not know where
open land to place the school would
be. He also said that if a new school
was built it would take years to come
to fruition. The school district gen-


