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Congratulations to the Top Teams for the Month of February!
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEW APARTMENTS...Construction of an apartment building is progressing at
the former car wash property at Rahway Avenue and West Broad Street in
Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAYORS WALK...Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco and former mayor Charles
Lombardo lead the Garwood Mayors Wellness Campaign walk in Unami Park
Saturday morning.
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750 Walnut Development
Could Mean Larger Classes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Class sizes could
be upwards of 30 to 40 students per
class, which is well over the maxi-
mum of 23 the district has set, accord-
ing to Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., if 750 Walnut Avenue
was rezoned to make way for 905
proposed apartments. In the continu-
ation of the planning board hearing
for the rezoning of 750 Walnut Av-
enue, last Wednesday, the school dis-

trict superintendent and a demo-
graphic consultant hired by the dis-
trict presented testimony.

Mr. Rubin gave a presentation on
the potential impact the 750 Walnut
Avenue development would have on
the Cranford public school district,
using a study conducted by Ross
Haber Associates, a demographic
consultant.

Ross Haber has projected 353 stu-
dents would be added to the school
district as a result of the proposal for
905 apartments at 750 Walnut Av-
enue by property owner Hartz Moun-
tain Industries. The additional stu-
dents would “overload,” Mr. Rubin
said, two elementary schools — Wal-
nut Avenue School and Livingston
Avenue School — then Hillside Av-
enue School at the middle-school
level.

The school district has an enroll-
ment of 3,864 students, with 532
employees and has eight buildings,
according to Mr. Rubin. Currently in
the district, “we are using all avail-
able space,” the superintendent said.
He further commented that some
rooms are being used for three or four

programs at the same time.
Ross Haber’s study projects a

greater number of students entering
the schools than the study presented
in January by the applicant, Hartz
Mountain’s planner Keenan Hughes.
Mr. Hughes projected 110 to 135
school children would be moving into
the 905 apartments. Mr. Hughes used
two different methodologies. He took
data from apartment complexes in
Cranford — Riverfront at Cranford
Station, Woodmont Station at
Cranford, and Cranford Crossing,
which are on the South Avenue corri-
dor in the downtown area. Mr. Hughes
also used a statewide Rutgers study
updated in November 2018 that fo-
cused on multi-family housing.

Mr. Haber said both the Riverfront
and the Woodmont developments are
located in a Transit Village. “In my
experience, transit villages yield very
few students,” he said.

The projected students from Ross
Haber is “greater than the current
enrollment of any Cranford elemen-
tary school,” Mr. Rubin noted.

In Ross Haber’s study, Mr. Haber

Commuters Updated On
One-Seat Ride to NYC
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Commuters frustrated by
the lack of a one-seat train ride into
Manhattan and by the incessant de-
lays stemming from aging infrastruc-
ture were told that area and state
leaders are working on their behalf to
restore the one-seat ride and to secure
federal funding for new Hudson River
train tunnels.

At a public meeting on Tuesday
night in Cranford, representatives
from the Raritan Valley Rail Coali-
tion, which represents Union,
Somerset, Middlesex and Hunterdon
counties, spoke of efforts to restore
NJ Transit’s one-seat ride into New
York City along the Raritan Valley
line. NJ Transit introduced a limited,
non-rush hour one-seat service four
years ago but suspended it last year
due to budget cuts.

RVRC Chairman Bruce Bergen told
an audience of more than 100 resi-
dents, commuters and political lead-
ers about a bill in the State Senate —
Senate Bill 3574 — that is aimed at
bringing one-seat rides into Manhat-
tan by requiring NJ Transit to inves-
tigate what it will take to implement

the one-seat ride on a full-time basis.
He called the one-seat commute “ab-
solutely paramount to the quality of
life” for Raritan Valley Line riders.
He said his group has worked with
transportation officials to have the
Portal Bridge that spans the
Hackensack River in Kearny and
Secaucus kept closed during peak
commuting hours and is also urging
NJ Transit to ensure that Raritan Val-
ley Line riders who change trains in
Newark to do so on the same plat-
form.

Plainfield Mayor Adrian Mapp
urged residents and commuters to
“keep the pressure on” NJ Transit to
re-establish the one-seat ride, saying
it would boost property values and
enhance economic development.

The bulk of Tuesday’s session con-
sisted of a briefing by Jerry Zaro,
chairman of the Gateway Develop-
ment Corp. that is overseeing the
multi-billion dollar Gateway project,
which involves building new rail tun-
nels and a new bridge over the
Hackensack River as well as rehabili-
tating the existing 108-year-old
Hudson River rail tunnels and ex-
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Westfield BOE Discusses
Cap., Main. Projects

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion Tuesday night heard a presentation
from Business Administrator Dana
Sullivan regarding maintenance
projects for 2019 and 2020.

Ms. Sullivan said every year she
meets with the principals of all of the
schools to discuss the needs of every
building in the district. She also said
the school buildings in Westfield are
mostly older structures in need of
careful maintenance. She noted that
McKinley School was built in 1908,
Franklin School in 1930, Wilson
School in 1935, Washington School
in 1953 and Lincoln School in 1922
but was renovated in 2008.

The district has about one million
square feet of building space and more
than 80 acres of land to maintain. In
addition to each building’s custodial
staff there are two groundskeepers and
8.6 maintenance staff.

Ms. Sullivan reported that proposed
summer projects to be funded by the
district’s maintenance reserve funds are:
ceiling and lighting replacements cost-
ing $90,000, painting at $114,000, re-
surfacing floors costing $50,000, con-
crete repairs at $60,000, security en-
hancements costing $200,000 and re-
doing the gym floors at a cost of
$125,000.

Ms. Sullivan also stated that summer
projects already started or that are going
to bid within the month are Kehler Sta-
dium renovations costing $3.2 million,
emergency generators at $2.5 million,
bathroom and lobby renovations at $1.1
million at Roosevelt Intermediate School
(lobby), Edison Intermediate (bathroom)
and Westfield High School (bathroom),
replacement of classroom and stairwell
doors and security gates at the high
school and the two middle schools at
$2.6 million and to renovate the high
school’s TV studio at $900,000. Ms.

Sullivan noted that all of the projects
were funded by capital reserve funds.

Projects being considered for the
2020 school year from capital reserve
funds are door replacements at all el-
ementary schools for $2 million, heat-
ing ventilation and air conditioning
upgrades for the information technol-
ogy rooms at the high school at $1.8
million, classroom renovations through-
out the district at $259,000, replace-
ment of locker room lockers within the
district at $240,000, blacktop and as-
phalt replacement at $225,000,
Jefferson School’s replacement of the
roof over the 1996 addition at 187,500
and a possible replacement of the turf
field at the high school for $4 million.

Ms. Sullivan noted that funds had
been put into the capital reserve ac-
count over the past several years to
afford the costs for these major projects.

Board members all noted that it was
important for an ongoing maintenance
plan for the aging buildings and board
member Kent Diamond stated “our fi-
nances are in good shape to cover these
costs at $10 million and not have to go
to a bond.”

In other business, it was announced
that the Friday before Memorial Day
was a give back snow day and that
schools will be closed from April 15
until April 19 for Spring Break.

It was also announced from audience
members Mary Roth and Susan Welsh
that a meeting with PSE&G will take
place at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Wednesday, April 10, at 7 p.m.
The meeting is to discuss with the pub-
lic revised plans for the company’s
recently planned replacement of trans-
formers in Westfield to high voltage
lines.

The next board meeting will be held
on Tuesday, April 30, at 7:30 p.m. in the
administration building on Elm Street
in Westfield. This is a change from the
originally scheduled date of April 23.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A CREATIVE TEAM...Families take part in the activities for Makers Day at the Westfield Memorial Library held last
Saturday. New Jersey Makers Day is a statewide celebration of making and maker culture that takes place every March in
the Garden State, according to the Makers Day website.

Budget Introduced; Residents
Speak Out Against PSE&G Project

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In a 7-to-1 vote,
the town council on Tuesday intro-
duced the 2019 municipal budget,
which calls for a municipal tax levy
of $27,976,295. Taxes are to have a
zero percent tax increase with the
average assessed home, of $795,159,
has increased after the town’s re-
valuation process; in 2018 the aver-
age was $181,931. The average resi-
dential taxes is $16,730.

The town has maintained Westfield’s
AAA bond rating, Mayor Shelley
Brindle said.

Total revenues have increased by 6
percent, total expenditures increased
by 2.32 percent and surplus is targeted
to be $9.5 million. About $5 million in
surplus funds have been shifted to al-
low for the zero percent increase in

taxes, Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said while presenting the budget.

Finance Chair Linda Habgood said
the move of surplus funds was given
approvals by the town’s accountant and
its investment advisor committee. Fi-
nance Committee member Jo Ann
Neylan voted against the budget saying
using surplus to manage the budget is a
“bad trend.”

During public comment, the council
chambers was filled with people op-
posing PSE&G’s plan to install high
voltage power lines along residential
routes.

There will be a public meeting re-
garding PSE&G’s project to install high
voltage power lines on Wednesday,
April 10 at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library.

Some 1,900 signatures have been
garnered in a petition spearheaded by

Ed Kevelson, and a group formed, No
Monster Power Lines Westfield, to
oppose the high-voltage power lines in
Westfield.

The residents were concerned about
the health and safety of their children.
The council was asked by residents to
find out if PSE&G has the approval by
the Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to
install these lines in the routes proposed
and if the project is required to happen.

PSE&G wants to install the high-
voltage lines to power substations and
connect substations so if one substation
fails to provide the power to homes,
then homes will have power provided
from another substation, PSE&G rep-
resentatives had said at a town council
meeting a month ago. These high-volt-
age lines, or 69 kV, will be replacing
lower voltage lines, 26kV, that cur-
rently exist. “They are trying to connect
a substation from Scotch Plains to one
they are building on Walnut Avenue in
Cranford,” Mayor Shelley Brindle said
of this project in Westfield. (As of a
month ago, PSE&G has not yet come to
an agreement to buy land at 750 Walnut
Avenue with the property owner.)

According to the PSE&G website,
this initiative is to be done throughout
the state. The originally proposed route
according to the website is along Scotch
Plains Avenue, Shackamaxon Drive,
Rahway Avenue, Grove Street, Central
Avenue, and Sycamore Street.

Resident Mona Purse who lives on
the route impacted by the PSE&G
project, said PSE&G “needs to do a
better job communicating this to resi-
dents.” She said they have not notified
the residents.

The town council has been working
with PSE&G to change their plans.

Councilman Doug Stokes said, “We
have heard the route is going to be
changed but we don’t know what that
will be. ...As a council we are standing
behind you.”
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Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY GOP SLATE..Union County Republicans on Tuesday selected Peter
Kane, left, and Glenn Gelband, right, for county freeholder, and Peter Ljoi,
center, for county surrogate.


