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100-foot reach and the maneu-
vering capabilities the proposed
truck offers, stated Mr. Lazarow.

Twenty-six buildings, including
private residences and commer-
cial businesses, will remain inac-
cessible if the proposed truck is
not purchased, stated Mr.
Lazarow.

Councilman McCormack said
Mayor Todisco, all borough coun-
cil members, and the newly-
formed Citizens’ Advisory Panel
witnessed the ladder truck’s dem-
onstration last Saturday morning.

“We watched the Spartan truck
be raised up all the way in just a
couple minutes at the old
Pathmark site,” said Mr.
McCormack.

Mr. McCormack openly con-
trasted the proposed truck to the
current ladder truck during his fire
department committee report.

“The (new) ladder truck raised
the bucket in two minutes with
two operators compared to our
current ladder at more than 10
minutes with six  men,” Mr.
McCormack explained.

“As fire commissioner, I be-
lieve it is time for this council to
have a serious investigation of
and a discussion of a potential
purchase of a ladder truck,” Mr.
McCormack said.

Mayor Todisco said the ladder
truck is a “significant expense,”
but one where public feedback
and understanding should and
will be considered before the ex-
penditure is finalized. Mayor
Todisco said the council’s find-
ings at the demonstration will be
presented to the public at the
town-hall meeting.

Mayor Todisco said town-hall-

style meetings have been a “suc-
cessful venue” for residents to
remain informed and have “their
voices heard.”

Realty Appraisal Co., the firm
hired by the borough to conduct
the Union County Board of Taxa-
tion-mandated revaluation of
borough properties, was to be-
gin the inspection process on
Monday, March 18. Every inspec-
tor will carry two forms of identi-
fication, a company-issued badge
with a photograph, and a bor-
ough-issued introduction letter,
Mayor Todisco said.

“Inspectors will not be apprais-
ing or tax assessing your prop-
erty. Inspectors measure the ex-
terior and inspect the interior of
your dwelling,” Mayor Todisco said.

A notice with pictures of all
inspectors who have been as-
signed to Garwood has been
posted on the borough’s website.

At the beginning of Thursday’s
council meeting, Councilwoman

vidual will work as an official
borough clerk for three years
before “tenure” goes into effect,
stated Mayor Todisco.

Typically, once tenured, a bor-
ough employee would remain a
borough employee until his or
her retirement, stated Mayor
Todisco.

“The deputy clerk would also
be responsible for our being a
public information officer to more
efficiently communicate and up-
date the borough website,” said
Councilman Lazarow.

Garwood BOE Approves
Preliminary $9.5-Mil. Budget
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GARWOOD – After entering a
second executive session, the
board of education Tuesday ap-
proved the 2019-2020 prelimi-
nary budget of $9,476,288 with a
tax levy of $8,476,288 to be sub-
mitted to the county school
board’s superintendent for review.

After the county
superintendent’s office reviews
the budget, a formal budget pre-
sentation will be held on Tues-
day, April 30. The budget in-
cludes $98,248 in special rev-
enue and debt service of
$526,625. The special revenue
section is not considered a cost,
but offsets the general fund to-
tals, reducing the general fund
section to $7,949,970.

In other business, Lincoln School
art and special-education teacher
Rebecca Planer presented stu-
dent artwork that was showcased
at the Union County Teen Arts
Festival. Ms. Planer said the arts
festival allows middle-school and
high-school students the oppor-
tunity to perform and converse
with professional and collegiate
performers.

“It’s an awesome thing I wish I
had growing up,” Ms. Planer said.

Students are given the oppor-
tunity to showcase talents in-
cluding improvisational acting,
painting, cartooning and instru-
mental ability. Ms. Planer stated
that student Reina Ridente’s art-
work was among the pieces show-
cased.

Reina’s artwork was chosen to

be exhibited throughout the
country, including at various pub-
lic places, among them busi-
nesses and libraries, stated Ms.
Planer.

“I am excited to say I have
been notified another student’s
work has been chosen to be ex-
hibited this upcoming year,” Ms.
Planer said.

The student or students who
have been selected have not yet
been publicly announced, said
Ms. Planer.

Lincoln School music teacher
Armando Gonzalez orchestrated
four students who performed a
rendition of Beethoven at the
board meeting. Dalila D’Onofrio,
Ava Wood, Richard Howard and
Leah Paredes performed their
Beethoven rendition using clari-
nets.

Mr. Gonzalez said the students
performed for a professional critic
at the arts festival.

In separate business, the
Garwood Police Department will
host a Police Youth Academy, from
August 5 through August 11. Any
interested parents should con-
tact the police department for
further details, stated board mem-
ber Albert Del Conte. Lincoln
School students who want to at-
tend must fill out an official appli-
cation to partake in the program.

Rising sixth- through ninth-
grade students are eligible to
participate in the Police Youth
Academy, stated Mr. Del Conte.

Lincoln School students will
showcase their talents in the PTA
Talent Show on Friday, April 12,
stated Mr. Del Conte.

Jennifer Blumenstock and Mayor
Todisco honored Garwood vol-
unteers who participated in the
Martin Luther King Day of Ser-
vice in January.

“I put out the call for some
volunteers to come help. These
volunteers put their heart into it.
A lot of time, a lot of effort,”
Councilwoman Blumenstock said.

Ms. Blumenstock said the com-
munity volunteers made over 800
sandwiches benefiting the Eliza-
beth Coalition to House the
Homeless. In addition, the vol-
unteers put together hygiene kits
benefiting homeless teenagers
and emergency kits benefiting
Garwood senior citizens.

The volunteers also worked on
bookmarks for the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital and cards were
made for veterans.

The Garwood volunteer spirit is
“certainly alive and well. I cannot
wait for next year,” Ms.
Blumenstock said.

One of the duties of the bor-
ough clerk would be to serve as
the public information officer and
monitor the borough’s official
Facebook page, stated Mr.
Lazarow.

The budget has not been final-
ized. A final budget will be pro-
posed for official adoption at the
end of the month. Another public
meeting will be held at Borough
Hall next week to discuss any
updates or further considerations
to the budget, stated Mr.
Lazarow.
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