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FINALISTS...Three Westfield teams are advancing to the Odyssey of the Mind
state finals, after placing first in a regional competition on March 10. Pictured here
are members of the Tamaques Division 1 team with students from both Tamaques
and Jefferson Schools. Pictured, front, left to right, are: Madeline Schlitzer, Etta
Schaefer; Middle: Nikki Patel, Sonya Seideman; Back: Alice Schaefer, Mahie
Panjwani. Not pictured: Bridget Whitlock.

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Odyssey of the
Mind team won first place in their category at the NJ Odyssey of the Mind
Gateway Regional Tournament last Saturday March 9. There were two teams
from Scotch Plains - a Division III team (high school students) and, pictured, a
Division I team (elementary school students.)

Westfield Students Move to
Odyssey of the Mind Finals
WESTFIELD — Forty Westfield

students, working in teams, demon-
strated creativity, ingenuity, and pre-
sentation skills in specific problem-
solving categories at the Gateway
Regional Odyssey of the Mind Tour-
nament on March 10 in Edison. Three
teams placed first, advancing to the
Odyssey of the Mind New Jersey
State Finals on April 6 in Ewing.

Odyssey of the Mind is an interna-
tional educational program for students
from kindergarten through college.
According to njootm.org, “team mem-
bers apply their ingenuity and creativ-
ity to solve problems that range from
building mechanical devices to pre-
senting their own interpretation of liter-
ary classics,” bringing their solutions to
regional, state and world competitions.

“All of the students prepared solu-
tions to long-term problems that were
presented at competition and judged
for creativity and style of the solution,”
said Suzanne Rosenthal, Volunteer
Coordinator of the Westfield Odyssey
of the Mind. “The students also must
face a “spontaneous” problem onsite at
the competition to show their ability to
improvise and display teamwork.”

The Gateway Regional Competi-
tion results are as follows:

Westfield Primary Division team -
Honorary Mention: Lilly Carotenuto,
Anya Desai, Zoya Jaggi, Zain Nasser,
Madelyn May, Vani Srivastav and
Leah Wood with Coach Mohammed
Nasser.

Edison Intermediate School Divi-
sion 1, Classics Team - Fifth Place:
Anya Ausiello, William Crozier, Zoe
Hohlfeld, Liam Kilbourn, Ben Lyons,
William Song, and Cecilia Wiggins
with  Coach Tara McGroddy.

Edison Intermediate School Divi-
sion 2, Vehicle Team - First Place:
Benjamin Ackerman, Ted Crall, Lucas
Gunzberg, Owen Ing, Avery Keith,
Nathan Reynders, and Maxwell Rotter
with Coaches Aaron Keith and Ken
Rotter.

Edison Intermediate School Divi-
sion 2, Technical Team - Third Place:
Carson Donnelly, Benjamin Duan,
Jamie Foerst, Jessica Lee, Ian
LeWarn, and Daniel Pierce (Roosevelt
Intermediate School) with Coach Cara
Foerst.

McKinley Division 1, Technical -
First Place: Christian Buonopane,
Emma Crall (Wilson School), Amelia
Ing (Wilson), Dylan Lagrimas,
Madeleine Smith, and Logan Welsh
with Coaches Hilary Crall and
Suzanne Welsh.

Tamaques Division 1, Classics -
First Place: Mahie Panjwani
(Jefferson School), Nikki Patel, Alice
Schaefer, Etta Schaefer, Madeline
Schlitzer (Jefferson), Sonya Seideman
(Jefferson), and Bridget Whitlock
(Jefferson) with Coaches Lee
Schaefer and Mary Wickens.

For more information, visit
www.njootm.org or email
WestfieldOdyssey@gmail.com.

SPFHS Takes First Place
At Odyssey of the Mind

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) participated
in the 2019 Gateway Regional Tour-
nament of the NJ Odyssey of the
Mind (OoTM) held on Saturday
March 9, at John Adams Middle
School in Edison.

Four SPF High School students
represented the school in the compe-
tition within the “Hide in Plain Sight”
category for Division III in their inau-
gural year of entry. At Odyssey of the
Mind (OoTM) tournaments, there are
two phases of competition- the first is
the Long-Term Problem phase and
the second is the Spontaneous Prob-
lem phase.

SPF High School students, Gabby
Khan, Zander Webb, Alanah Scott
and Grace Ahlin spent several months
working to solve the Hide in Plain
Sight Long Term problem. The goal
was to craft and construct a team-
made mechanical creature that hides
in plain sight. The creature was re-
quired to have changed its appear-
ance three times to avoid being de-
tected by a Searcher character trying
to find it. Our students proved to be
fierce competitors in both phases of
competition and ended up dominat-
ing the Hide in Plain Sight category.
When asked how they felt about their
first time at the tournament, Gabby
Khan replied, “It can be a grueling
experience at times, but when you
walk out of it— whether you won or
lost— you know it was worth it.”

Recognizing the high bar set by
other Division III teams, the team en-
tered the competition not with the ex-
pectation to win but to do their best
and represent their school and their
town with pride. The team built a
creature that incorporated mechani-
cal, auditory and visual-electronic ca-
pability. The theme was bold but ended
up being a well-calculated risk that
contributed to their first place stand-
ing. As a result, the SPF High School
OoTM team earned a place to com-
pete in the NJ State OoTM Tourna-
ment to be held at Ewing High School
on April 6, in Ewing Township, N.J.

OoTM has four divisions, with
Division I being from grades K-5.
With their youngest in fourth grade,
the coaches of the high school team
formed a Division I team comprised
of seven students currently attending
elementary schools in the district and
sponsored by Biomedical Research
Institute of America: Anwar Khan,
John Laudman, Mark Migliaccio,
Brandon Nguyen, Knevin Pilley and

Jackson Viscardi-Carelse of Ever-
green School and Robbie Platts of
School One. They quickly learned to
work together as a team and true to
the spirit of the competition, devel-
oped the solution for their chosen
long-term problem. They worked dili-
gently to build a mythical creature to
compete in the Hide in Plain Sight
category for Division I. The team
placed fourth overall in their category
and earned the second highest score
in the Spontaneous Challenge phase.
When the boys were asked how they
thought they did during the competi-
tion, Anwar Khan claimed, “[They]
thought [they’d] be judged harshly
but by the time [they] were done it
was more about the fun [they] had.”

Coaches of the SPFHS and Bio-
medical Research Institute of America
OoTM teams were Arif and Cynthia
Khan. Bob Platts and Christine
Laudman served as the Biomed IRB
team’s Team Volunteer and Team
Judge, respectively.

Arif and Cynthia Khan experienced
OoTM for the first time when their
eldest child was in middle school and
whilst residing in Connecticut. The
immense intellectual latitude, imagi-
native showmanship and creative dis-
play of students’ problem solutions
was mind-blowing and inspired Arif
and Cynthia to search for and ulti-
mately start an OoTM contingent here
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood area.
The end-game is to build diverse,
resilient and strong teams in SPF to
compete in every category and every
division at OoTM tournaments all
over the world. Such notoriety would
bring further prestige to the SPF
School District.

If one is interested in starting or
joining an OoTM team in the SPF
area, they may reach out to Arif and
Cynthia at the SPF area OoTM email
address: spfootm@gmail.com.

The Odyssey of the Mind, estab-
lished in 1978, is an international
educational program that provides
creative problem-solving opportuni-
ties for students from kindergarten
through college. Team members ap-
ply their ingenuity and creativity to
solve problems that range from build-
ing mechanical devices to presenting
their own interpretation of literary
classics. They then bring their solu-
tions to competition on the regional,
state, and world level. Thousands of
teams from throughout the U.S. and
about 25 other countries from around
the world participate in the program.

Dollars for Students
Fundraiser, Mar. 30-31

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— On Saturday, March 30, and Sun-
day, March 31, the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation will
once again roll out its signature
fundraiser Dollars for Students, but
this year with a different twist. Once
again, the Foundation will partner
with high school students; however,
this year, students won’t be knocking
on your door - our student partners
will participate in a Canning Drive.

They will stand in front of area
businesses; in Scotch Plains at John’s
Meat Market, Massa Pizza, Bagels
Plus, Dunkin’ Donuts, Scotch Plains
QuickChek and the Scotch Plains Post
Office. In Fanwood, at Fanwood Ba-
gel, Fanwood QuickChek, the
Fanwood Grille, the Railside Café,
and the Fanwood Post Office.

Foundation President Mary Ball

Cappio said, “Community support for
Dollars for Students has always been
very strong and we’re counting on the
community once again. Please part-
ner with us for the future of our stu-
dents and our community. Look for
students participating in this Canning
Drive, use the Donate button at,
www.spfscholarshipfoundation.org
or send a check to Scotch Plains
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

100 percent of the funds raised
directly support scholarship aid to
high school and college students liv-
ing in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. In
its 52-year history, the Foundation
has distributed $3,227,552 to 3,104
students. In 2018, the Foundation dis-
tributed $156,150 to 97 students. In
2019, 164 students have applied for
scholarship assistance.

WESTFIELD – Douglas Gee
from Westfield, a 5th grader at
McKinley Elementary School, won
first place at the State Spelling Bee.

The New Jersey State Federation
of Women’s Clubs announced the
Top 3 winners of the State Spelling
Bee, held on Saturday, March 9,
2019, at NJSFWC Headquarters on
the campus of Douglass Residential
College at Rutgers University in
New Brunswick. After ten rounds
to determine the first and second
and third place finalists, “chaotic”
was the winning word.

Douglas’ local bee was sponsored
by the Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield and he was a finalist in
the Liberty District Bee. He received

a $100 VISA gift card.
Second place went to Sanjana Sri

Veggalam. She is from Parsippany
and is a 5th grade student at Mt.
Tabor Elementary School. Sanjana’s
local bee was sponsored by the
Woman’s Club of Parsippany-Troy
Hills and was a finalist in the High-
lands District Bee. She was awarded
a $75 VISA gift card.

Third place went to Ysabel Godet.
Ysabel is a resident of North
Brunswick and is a 5th grader at St.
Bartholomew’s, she won the local
bee sponsored by the East
Brunswick Woman’s Club and was
a finalist in the College District
Bee. She received at $50 VISA gift
card.

SAFETY AMBASSADORS...Upper School students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison who participate in the Robert Wood Johnson Safety Ambassador
program concluded this year’s safety instructional sessions with their second trip
to the second grade classroom recently. Items addressed included Safety In and
Around Cars, Pedestrian Safety, How to Prevent Falls, and Proper Use of Helmets
in Wheeled Sports. Pictured with Dawn Francavilla, Director of Student Life,
from left, are: Alexandra Vargas of Dunellen, Judy Minnium of Scotch Plains,
Ricardo Garces of North Brunswick, Kallie Schildge of Westfield, Sarah Hoffman
of Cranford, Kelton Estabrook of Plainfield, Shane Kornecki of Colonia and Ryan
Petela of Clark.
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OPEN
24 HOURS

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Students Help Raise Money
For Children’s Hospital

AREA — Jasmine Mcmorran of
Westfield, Aislinn O’Keefe of
Mountainside and Chloe Schafer of
Westfield helped raise a collective sum
of $117,530.29 for the University of
Vermont Children’s Hospital through
active participation in RALLYTHON
- UVM’s annual year-long student-led
fundraiser and 12-hour dance mara-
thon in support of Vermont’s local
Children’s Miracle Network Hospital.

By the conclusion of this year’s
fundraising, Jasmine and Chloe raised
enough money to each earn the dis-
tinction of “Miracle Maker” - a title
given to participants who have
fundraised between $250 - $499 over
the course of the year.

By the conclusion of this year’s
fundraising, Aislinn raised enough
money to reach the “Dancer Goal” - a
distinction given to participants who
have fundraised between $100 - $249
over the course of the year.

RALLYTHON is a student-led year-
long fundraiser, which culminates in a
12-hour dance marathon, signifying
the average length of a nurse’s shift at

Vermont’s local Children’s Miracle
Network Hospital. During
RALLYTHON, which took place on
Saturday, March 2, students heard sto-
ries from patient families treated at the
UVM Children’s Hospital and engaged
with champions - current and past
patients of the hospital, while
fundraising, participating in games,
and dancing until the final reveal their
annual fundraising total.

UVM’s RALLYTHON is organized
in collaboration between UVM’s De-
partment of Student Life and the Uni-
versity of Vermont Medical Center.
Through its five years in existence,
participant students have raised over
$378,000 for the UVM Children’s
Hospital – 100 percent of which stay
local to support local kids. This
fundraised money is crucial to the
support of patients at the UVM
Children’s Hospital, and goes towards
the purchase of everything from life-
saving equipment and medicine to sup-
plies meant to enhance the experience
for patients and their families during
their treatment.

PREPARE FOR TAKEOFF...Middle School students at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison enjoyed a STEAM workshop this month focused on building a
rocket. Andrea Barnett, Middle School science teacher, and Marc Spivak, Direc-
tor of Technology and Innovation, demonstrated the launching of a home-made
rocket designed around a water bottle. Students built their own rockets and
needed to follow directions, accurately measure and successfully cut the parts to
use on their own rocket. They also built altitude trackers and studied the math
needed to calculate the height. Pictured, Yousef Sakr of Westfield prepares his
rocket for takeoff.

Douglas Gee of WF Earns
First Place in Spelling Bee


