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– Obituaries –

Elizabeth DiPeppe

Elizabeth ‘Miriam’ DiPeppe, 87,
Was Beloved Wife and Mother

Elizabeth “Miriam” (Herrlinger)
DiPeppe, 87, of Hackettstown, N.J.,
passed away peacefully on Wednes-
day, March 13, 2019, at Heath Vil-
lage Healthcare Center
with her family beside
her. Miriam was the be-
loved wife of 42 years of
Roger DiPeppe, who
survives her.

Miriam DiPeppe was
born on January 19,
1932 in Mount Lebanon,
Pa. Miriam was a gradu-
ate of Rutgers Douglass
College and taught third
and fourth grades for 25
years in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school
system, retiring in 1988. Miriam had
a special love of hiking and the great
outdoors, completing both the Ap-
palachian and Pacific Crest trails
with Roger.

Miriam is survived by her son,
Edward Hansch, and his wife, Debra,
of Bridgewater, N.J., and daughter,
Marylou Hansch of Jacksonville,
Fla., from her first husband, Edward
Hansch, and a stepdaughter, Lisa

DiPeppe of Roselle Park, N.J. She is
also survived by two loving grand-
children, Karen Hansch of Bethesda,
Md., and Gregory Hansch of Austin,

Tex., and a sister-in-law,
Camille Angeli. Miriam is
predeceased by her sisters,
Margaret Herrlinger and
Dorothy Holt, and a step-
son, Christopher DiPeppe
Wolf.

A Celebration of
Miriam’s life will be held at
the Heath Village Audito-
rium, 430 Schooleys Moun-
tain Road, Hackettstown,
N.J., on Saturday, April 13,
at 11 a.m. Gifts in Miriam’s
memory can be made to the

Lung Cancer Research Foundation at
155 East 55th Street, Suite 6H, New
York, N.Y. 10022.

Funeral arrangements have been
entrusted to Cochran Funeral Home,
905 High Street, Hackettstown, N.J.
07840.

For those wishing to leave online
condolences, please visit
www.cochranfuneral.com.
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Helen K. Snyder, 82, Floral Designer;
Was Active In Holy Trinity Church

Helen Kerekes Snyder, 82, passed
away on Friday, March 15, 2019, at
her home in Mountainside surrounded
by her loving family. Helen resided in
Westfield for more than 30 years be-
fore moving to Mountainside in 2002.

The oldest of three chil-
dren born to Lazlo and
Helen Kontra Kerekes,
Mrs. Snyder grew up in
Rahway, where she was a
member of the high school
drama club and Latin club
and wrote for the school
newspaper. In 1958, she re-
ceived her teaching degree
from New Jersey State
Teachers College. While in
college, Mrs. Snyder, flu-
ent in Hungarian, volun-
teered at Camp Kilmer aid-
ing the Red Cross in relocating Hun-
garian refugees. In 1958, she was
crowned Centennial Queen of Rahway
during the town’s 100th anniversary
celebration. Mrs. Snyder was a third-
grade teacher at Lincoln School in
Westfield and had been a successful
floral designer for over 35 years.

Helen shared her passion for flow-
ers with the desire that others might
discover their own personal passion
for flowers and the magic they bring
into our lives. Her floral designs were
cherished at the magnificent Sacred
Heart Cathedral Basilica in Newark.
It was there that her displays were the
backdrop for such noteworthy events
as Gov. Chris Christie’s Inauguration
Mass, Bishops Installations, as well
as numerous Easter and Christmas
celebrations. Her displays could also
be found at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in
New York City, along with other par-
ishes throughout the state including
St. Gabriel’s in Saddle River, St.
Bartholomew the Apostle in Scotch
Plains and Holy Trinity in Westfield,
as well as many weddings for friends
and family.

Helen remained active in the Holy

Trinity Roman Catholic Church,
where she was a lector and a Eucha-
ristic minister. She also had led sev-
eral pilgrimages to Medjugorje,
Fatima, Lourdes and the Holy Land.
In 1992, Mrs. Snyder was among

1,000 pilgrims who car-
ried the Fatima Statue of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
into several former Soviet
Bloc countries, culminat-
ing with the crowning of
the statue in Red Square,
celebrating the demise of
Communism and the re-
turn of Christianity to the
Eastern Bloc. Mrs. Snyder
received a humanitarian
award from the Archdio-
cese of Newark and was
knighted Lady Helen of the

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepul-
chre of Jerusalem, a tribute to her
commitment to lead an exemplary
Christian life.

Helen is survived by her beloved
husband of almost 60 years, Dr.
Raymond Snyder, and her children,
sons Raymond Louis, Thomas John
(Kelly) and John James (Caryn) and
daughters Amy Helen and Jennifer
Lynn. She is also survived by her
cherished grandchildren, Theresa
Rose, Thomas Joseph, Melanie
Elizabeth, Brielle Rose, Kendall Rae,
Luke John, Ronald Henry, Emily
Rae, Catherine Elizabeth, James
Robert and John Michael.

Visitation was at Dooley Colonial
Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Avenue,
Westfield, on Wednesday, March 20,
from 4 to 8 p.m. A Funeral Mass will
be celebrated today, Thursday, March
21, at 10 a.m., at Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Entomb-
ment will follow at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made in Helen’s
memory to the Alzheimer’s Founda-
tion of America.
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Helen Snyder

ROTARY WELCOME...Rotarians welcome Heidi Obiajulu as a new member
of the Rotary Club of Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Past District
Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart, President-elect Liz Ensslin, Ms. Obiajulu,
President Clark Lagemann, President Nominee Joe Mindak and Foundation
President Phil Salerno.

Westfield Rotary Inducts
New Member Heidi Obiajulu

WESTFIELD — The Rotary Club
of Westfield inducted new member
Heidi Obiajulu on March 12.

Ms. Obiajulu is an attorney and a
20-year resident of Westfield. She
is a graduate of Cornell University
with a Bachelor of Arts in Econom-
ics, and also of Cornell Law School.
Ms. Obiajulu works as a New York
State No Fault Arbitrator adjudicat-
ing no-fault cases. She has been
married for 32 years and has four
children, two of whom won Rotary
scholarships. Two of her children
are attorneys, one is a software en-
gineer, and the fourth is in high
school.

Ms. Obiajulu is grateful to be a
member of the Rotary Club because
of the charitable endeavors it con-
ducts for the community. She feels
blessed to be part of the group and
looks forward to contributing to the
club. She believes that her associa-
tion with the group will help her
live out her Christian faith.

The Rotary Club of Westfield is
actively involved in the “Backpack
Program.” Children who are en-
rolled in the Federal School Lunch
program are only fed on school days.
The Rotary Club collects food to

feed these youngsters when they are
not in school on the weekends and
during school breaks and summer
vacations. One of every five chil-
dren in the New York metropolitan
area is “food insecure,” according
to the Rotary Club.

The club also provides close to
$100,000 in scholarships and
$23,000 in Community Grants ev-
ery year. Last year, club members
planted 25 trees on Dudley Court,
and plan to plant more trees at
Jefferson Elementary School soon.
Club members additionally collect
used bicycles to send to third-world
countries. The club is known for its
signature Rotary Pancake Day, now
called Breakfast with the Bands,
which has been running every Spring
for 53 years. The club also stages a
Small Plates Party and Fashion
Show at Lord & Taylor in the Fall,
an art auction and raffles to support
its charitable giving.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets the first three Tuesdays of the
month, at 12:15 p.m., for lunch at
the Westfield Area Y. Guests are
always welcome. For more infor-
mation, contact Secretary Michael
Hart at drmhart@yahoo.com.

College Women to Learn
About Endocrine Disruptors
CRANFORD — The College

Women’s Club of Cranford will hold
its fifth meeting of the 2018-2019
year on Monday, April 8.

Guest speaker Christina Grossi
will discuss how the Endocrine Dis-
rupting Chemicals (EDC) such as
triclosan, steroid hormones and
Bisphenol A (BPA) impact the way
organisms develop and respond to
their environments.

Ms. Grossi has a Bachelor of
Science in Biology and Human
Health from Salisbury University
as well as a Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Science from the
University of Maryland, Eastern
Shore.

BPA is an industrial chemical that
has been used to make certain plas-
tics and resins since the 1960s. BPA
is found in polycarbonate plastics
and epoxy resins. Polycarbonate
plastics are often used in containers
that store food and beverages, such
as water bottles.

Ms. Grossi also will discuss what
EDCs are and how these synthetic
chemicals interfere with naturally
produced hormones, the body’s
chemical messengers, that control
how an organism develops and func-
tions. Additionally, she will talk
about where these EDCs are found
and how they impact biological
pathways in aquatic ecosystems and
in human health.

The meeting will be held at the
First Presbyterian Church, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
It will begin at 7 p.m. with refresh-
ments followed by the guest speaker.
The meeting is open to the public.

All Cranford women who are
graduates of a four-year college or
university are invited to join the
club. Meetings are held on the sec-
ond Monday of each month. For
more information, email the club at
CranfordCollegeClub@gmail.com
or visit  i ts website at
collegewomensclubcranford.com.

Author to Discuss Pioneers
Of School Desegregation

Rachel Devlin

SCOTCH PLAINS — The com-
munity is invited to the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Saturday, March
30, at 2 p.m., for a discussion with
Rutgers Professor Rachel Devlin,
author of “A Girl Stands at the Door:
The Generation of Young Women
who Desegregated America’s
Schools.”

Professor Devlin’s ground-
breaking research has uncovered
the central role played by many
courageous young women and girls.
She brings their stories and their
role in civil rights history to life in
her book. No registration is neces-
sary for this program.

For more information, go to
scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch

Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of the
township.

Y Teams With Jersey Mike’s
For Ninth ‘Month of Giving’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area YMCA is partnering with Jer-
sey Mike’s Subs on East Broad
Street in Westfield for the Ninth
Annual March “Month of Giving”
fund-raising campaign. The cam-
paign culminates in the Jersey
Mike’s “Day of Giving” on Wednes-
day, March 27. On that day, the
Westfield Jersey Mike’s will do-
nate 100 percent of the day’s sales
to help send a youngster in need to
camp or child care at the Westfield
Area YMCA this year.

“The Y is thankful and apprecia-
tive of Jersey Mike’s continued gen-
erosity,” stated Bonnie Cohen,
Westfield Area YMCA director of
communications and development.

“Last year’s nationwide Month of
Giving initiative raised more than $6
million for charities, making a big

difference in their local communities,
and this year, we hope to raise even
more,” said Peter Cancro, Jersey
Mike’s founder and chief executive
officer, who started the company when
he was only 17.

“From the early days, it’s just kind
of what we’ve always done — give to
give, as they say. This March, I invite
you to visit Jersey Mike’s to help
support an important cause in your
neighborhood,” he added.

Thanks to the Y’s financial assis-
tance program, no one experiencing a
bona fide financial hardship who lives
or works in Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside or Westfield is turned
away for inability to pay. The major-
ity of awards enable participation in
the Y’s early-learning, school-age and
summer day camp programs. For more
information, visit westfieldynj.org.

BEAUTIFUL BUTTONS...The New Jersey State Button Society (NJSBS) has an
exhibit at the Fanwood Memorial Library throughout the month of March.
Pictured, Cynthia Bartlett, NJSBS president, assembles her entry for the May 11
show in Titusville.

N.J. State Button Society
Has Display at Library

FANWOOD — In honor of Na-
tional Button Week, March 17 to
23, the New Jersey State Button
Society (NJSBS) is featuring a dis-
play of vintage buttons at the
Fanwood Memorial Library. The
display is on view through March,
and the library is located at 5 Forest
Road, Fanwood. For information,
call (908) 322-6400.

The 77-year-old state society in-
vites those curious about garment
buttons – including stitchers, quilters,

reenactors and lovers of antiques —
to its semi-annual meetings and shows.
Available are thousands of garment
buttons, organized by the subject pic-
tured or materials.

With the theme of “Celluloid: Pio-
neering Plastic,” the next NJSBS show
will be held on Saturday, May 11, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Union Fire Co.
building, located at 1396 River Road,
Titusville. For information, email
buttonsinnewjersey@gmail.com or
leave a message at (609) 921-2774.

Lucille B. Finter, 88, Active Volunteer;
Enjoyed Birding, Gardening, Tennis

Lucille B. Finter, 88, of Westfield,
N.J., passed peacefully on Saturday,
March 16, 2019. A memorial service
will be held at 11 a.m. on
Saturday, March 23, in
The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield chapel at 140
Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J.

Mrs. Finter was an en-
thusiastic birder, a lover
of nature, a passionate
reader and a devoted and
deeply loved wife,
mother and friend.

Born in Westfield,
N.J., on December 16,
1930, to Byron D. Stuart
and his wife, Agnes
(Larson) Stuart, Lucille
graduated from Westfield High
School in 1948 and Wells College in
Aurora, N.Y., in 1952 with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology.

Mrs. Finter then worked for Pru-
dential in the actuarial department
before marrying Donald Finter in
1955.

After getting married, Lucille
moved to Alexandria, Va., then briefly
to Cheshire, Conn., before returning
to Westfield in 1961, where she lived

for the rest of her life.
A lifelong member of The Presbyte-

rian Church in Westfield, N.J., she was
also a dedicated volunteer,
logging nearly 2,000 hours
of public service for Con-
tact We Care, a psycho-
logical help organization.

An active gardener,
Lucille was a longtime
member of the Garden
Club of Westfield and an
accomplished knitter, cre-
ating many colorful blan-
kets and garments over
the years.

Mrs. Finter also en-
joyed playing tennis and
paddle tennis at the
Westfield Tennis Club.

Lucille is survived by sons Scott
Finter and his wife, Suzanne Bender-
Finter, and Steven Finter and his part-
ner, P.J. Boragine.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield. You may go to
grayfuneralhomes.com for online
condolences.

In lieu of flowers, you may contrib-
ute to Mrs. Finter’s favorite charity,
the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.
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Lucille B. Finter

Historical Soc. to Hear Talk
On Art, Antique Appraisals

Donna Thompson Ray

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Donna
Thompson Ray will
speak on the topic of
“Appraising Fine Art
& Antiques” on April
3. The event will be-
gin with check-in at
11:45 a.m. at the Echo
Lake Country Club,
located at 515 Spring-
field Avenue,
Westfield.

Ms. Thompson Ray
is a history educator
and fine art appraiser.
A doctoral candidate
in American history at Drew Univer-
sity, her scholarly work and appraisal
practice includes the study of Afri-
can-American art, American art, pho-
tography and 19th-century Ameri-
can visual culture. She is the owner
of ATFA Appraisals in Westfield and
the immediate past president of the
American Society of Appraisers’
northern New Jersey chapter. Ms.
Thompson Ray has been a visual art
consultant for more than 25 years
and is a published author. She will
review the role of an art appraiser in
estate planning, home insurance and
charitable donations.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by
email to
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com,
or by calling (908) 654-1794, before

11 a.m. on Friday, March 29. Attend-
ees are asked to advise if there are
special dietary needs. The luncheon

fee is $35 for Westfield
Historical Society mem-
bers and $40 for non-
members and includes a
three-course meal, cof-
fee/tea and gratuity. The
fee should be paid in
advance (check payable
to Westfield Historical
Society) by mailing to
Westfield Historical
Society, P.O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091,
or online at
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/

registration/. Payments should be re-
ceived by Friday prior to the lun-
cheon. Westfield Historical Society
memberships also will be available at
the luncheon.

The Westfield Historical Society
celebrated its 50th anniversary in
2018. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization has worked to pre-
serve, interpret and encourage inter-
est in history, Westfield and its resi-
dents through educational efforts and
community outreach programs.

For Echo Lake Country Club dress
code information, check out the Guest
Information at echolakecc.org/club.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the organization on Facebook.

Sharon Steele Receives
Real Estate Agent of the Month Award

Sharon Steele

WESTFIELD — Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in New Jersey
and Rockland County, N.Y., is pleased
to announce that
Cranford resident Sharon
Steele has earned the Real
Estate Agent of the Month
Award at the Westfield
West office after achiev-
ing the highest number of
listings/sales for the
month of February.

“I am very happy to
congratulate Sharon on
this well-earned recogni-
tion,” said George Kraus,
branch vice president of
the Westfield West office.
“Sharon works tirelessly
for her clients and is dedi-
cated to attaining maximum results.”

Ms. Steele has earned many
awards for her sales success, in-
cluding the Circle of Excellence
Platinum Award, 2018.

For more information about buying
or selling a home, contact Sharon Steele
at (908) 447-3579 (cell) or (908) 233-
0065 (office). The Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage office is located

at 600 North Avenue West, Westfield,
N.J. Listings can be viewed online at
ColdwellBankerHomes.com.

About Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

Coldwell Banker Resi-
dential Brokerage in New
Jersey and Rockland
County, N.Y., a leading
residential real estate bro-
kerage company, operates
approximately 50 offices
with approximately 3,700
affiliated agents. Coldwell
Banker Residential Bro-
kerage is part of NRT LLC,
the nation’s largest resi-
dential real estate broker-
age company. For more
information, visit

ColdwellBankerHomes.com.
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To Aid New Eyes For Needy
GARWOOD — Kids Rock for Vi-

sion will hold its 11th Annual Concert
fundraiser this Saturday, March 23,
from 5 to 7 p.m. It will take place at
The Crossroads, located at 78 North
Avenue, Garwood.

Sponsored and produced by the
Chatham School of Rock, all proceeds
will be donated to New Eyes for the
Needy, to purchase new prescription
eyeglasses for children living in the
United States. Tickets are $20 each
and can be purchased at the door.

“It’s hard to believe that these are
local teenagers performing these

songs,” said Jean Gajano, executive
director of New Eyes. “They perform
their own compositions and well-
known hits, so it will be a great evening
of music in a fun venue.”

New Eyes, founded in 1932, pur-
chases new prescription eyeglasses
through a voucher program for chil-
dren and adults in the United States
who cannot afford them. New Eyes
also collects and redistributes donated
glasses to the needy overseas in de-
veloping countries. For more infor-
mation and to donate online, visit
new-eyes.org.

Free Tax Preparation
Available at SAGE

SUMMIT — Free tax counseling
and preparation for middle- and low-
income taxpayers, with special at-
tention to those 60 and older, is avail-
able at SAGE Eldercare on Thurs-
days now through April 11, from 9
a.m. to noon. Remaining dates in-
clude March 28, April 4 and 11.

SAGE, located at 290 Broad
Street, Summit, is hosting IRS-
trained volunteer tax preparers from
the AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
Program. For information and to
schedule an appointment, call (908)
598-5509 (no walk-ins).
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