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Monster PSE&G Transmission Lines
Don’t Belong On Residential Streets

Two weeks ago, we were shocked to
learn that PSE&G plans to turn
Westfield into a high-voltage electric
power corridor – by running an un-
sightly, and potentially unsafe, 69,000-
volt transmission line (mounted on enor-
mous 65-foot-tall poles) right through
our town as part of a broader state-wide
plan to improve electric service.

This is a high-voltage line like the
kind you’d see along an industrial
corridor, or next to a busy highway.
Instead, PSE&G is planning to run
this one along 31 residential streets
on the south side – and right past
Kehler Stadium, Edison Intermedi-
ate School and the Memorial Park
and Pool complex.

To do so, PSE&G plans to cut
down more than 50 trees, many of
them on private property, and cut
back dozens more. It’s a crazy idea –
these monster lines aren’t just ugly
(even uglier when all the trees around
them are cut down), they also raise
health concerns.

While PSE&G cites studies that show
the risk from high-voltage lines is slim,
there are reasons why many communi-
ties require significant setbacks.

In California, these 69,000-volt
(69kV) lines must be no less than 100
feet from homes and schools. But in
Westfield, PSE&G thinks it’s okay to
put them just a few steps from our
front doors! Please note that this is a
transmission line – and thus will not
carry power to our homes, schools,
and businesses; It will just use

Westfield as a corridor to transmit
power to/from other parts of the state.

We understand PSE&G wants to
improve its electrical grid and have
the region become better prepared
for the next storm. However, each
specific change to infrastructure must
be deemed necessary, and also out-
weigh the public harm. We don’t think
the answer is to erect an unsightly,
potentially unsafe, high-voltage trans-
mission line through a residential
neighborhood, cutting down dozens
of mature trees in the process.

We are grateful to Mayor Brindle
and our elected officials who, upon
hearing the outcry from residents, got
PSE&G to temporarily halt this
project while other options are ex-
plored. A group of concerned resi-
dents has created a website,
www.nomonsterpowerlines.org,
where you can get involved and get
more information. We also ask that
people attend the March 26th Town
Hall meeting for an update and to
show support.

The streets directly impacted by
this project include: Scotch Plains
Avenue, Shackamaxon Drive,
Rahway Avenue, Grove Street, Cen-
tral Avenue, and Sycamore Street.
But the potential impact is much
broader: If your kids go to Edison
School, or spend time at Kehler Sta-
dium or Memorial Pool — If you live
anywhere near the route and are con-
cerned about property values — Or if
you just drive, bike or walk around
these beautiful neighborhoods and
don’t want their character destroyed,
please join us in pushing back on this
ill-conceived project.

Ed Kevelson
Westfield

Letters to the EditorThe Abortion Controversy:
A Proposed Compromise

The heated abortion debate largely
revolves around the interpretation of
the Tenth Commandment, “Thou shalt
not kill.” Is abortion the taking away
of life or merely a procedure such as
a hemorrhoidectomy? It’s not appre-
ciated that many acts of human copu-
lation involve the prevention or ter-
mination of life. Contraceptive meth-
ods prevent life while abortifacients
and surgical procedures terminate it.

Pregnancy begins when a single,
highly energetic sperm penetrates a
single egg in the fallopian tube form-
ing a zygote and ends after a fully
formed baby exits the mother’s womb.
Does it make any difference if the
pregnancy is terminated at any point
along its entire path? The Catholic
Church and others hold to the el-
evated religious belief that abortion,
at any stage, is the taking away of a
human life. The New York Demo-
cratic Party disagrees and recently
passed a bill which legalizes abortion
up until a baby’s birth.

The gulf between the two extremes
– no abortion at all or to just before
birth – cannot be resolved verbally by
relying solely on the use of words.
For example, words cannot resolve
whether or when an embryo or fetus is
a human being. It will, therefore, take
a stark, powerful and emotional, non-
verbal approach coupled with bold
political will to come to a resolution
which, paradoxically, neither side
would find totally acceptable. And
that can be done visually with a single,
nationally distributed video of a
hooded doctor performing a D&C
abortion in a just diagnosed early
pregnancy and then another in a just
ready to be born surgically aborted
nine-month old healthy baby. Regard-
ing the former, all that the viewers
will witness is a small, amorphous
amount of tissue; no head, no arms
and no legs. Regarding the latter, view-
ers will witness the surgical cracking
of a living baby’s skull while still in
utero to suck out the brain in order to
more easily permit the extirpation of
the baby’s entire body from the
mother’s womb. There then follows
the surgical dismemberment of the
baby’s brainless head as well as arms
and legs, all of which are then thrown
into a trash can to be disposed of.

Yes, expectedly, there will be a
college, student–type snowflake re-
action of offending sensitivities and
sensibilities to this grim, visual en-
counter with reality. But our culture is
rapidly questioning the value and lim-
its of human life from the womb to the
tomb, and this movement must be
both boldly, clearly and wisely con-
fronted by our cultural leaders.

The witnessing of this truly brutal,
inhumane video will undoubtedly re-
sult into a national outcry by both
pro–choice and pro–life advocates

demanding a cultural resolution. And
what can that be?

Before the eighth week of preg-
nancy most rudimentary body parts
of the embryo, including a beating
heart, are formed. Given the emo-
tional, visual impact of the video and
the outcry of public opinion, it would
be politically advantageous to pro-
pose legally limiting abortions to
somewhere less than the eight weeks.

Let’s not forget that the Demo-
cratic governor of Virginia, Ralph
Northam, had proposed that a mother
should even have the additional choice
of terminating the life of a delivered
newborn baby, or infanticide, at her
whim. More recently, Oregon Demo-
cratic Senator, Jeff Merkley, three
weeks after voting, along with his 43
Democratic Senate Colleagues, to
support late-term abortion, emotion-
ally pleaded that America “must stop
killing kittens” after scientific re-
search is performed on them, and
they should be treated and, “make
sure that they can be adopted by lov-
ing families instead.”

And finally, I would urge that the
New York Democratic Party mem-
bers convene to not only watch the
video but also be videoed themselves
with their spouses and children in
order to judge their reactions. If the
members are too faint of heart, let’s,
instead, film a video where a veteri-
narian performs late-stage abortions
on puppies and kittens and also have
the members’ children bring their cats
and dogs along with them to the view-
ing.

Stephen DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Hometowns Are Not Very Comfortable
Anymore Because Of Development

When Dorothy wanted to leave the
Emerald City, with her little dog Toto,
the wizard advised her that all she had
to do was click her heels together
three times while saying “there’s no
place like home.” She was magically
whisked back to her farm house where
she felt comfortable and secure.

Many adults want to return to the
security and familiarity of their home-
towns and are surprised that they are
not very comfortable there anymore
as everything has changed. The
wooded lots of their youths are now
crammed with townhouse condo com-
plexes bearing “Parking for Residents
only” signs and chains across drive-
ways. What were open spaces beg-
ging to host pick-up baseball games
by the neighborhood kids now are
filled with multi-use buildings offer-
ing retail, office and on the third and
fourth floors residential units.

Former industrial sites have been
leveled and are boasted to be the
future sites of new senior and afford-
able housing that in some cases num-
ber in the hundreds of units. Parents
wanting to share the joys of growing
up in the burbs with their off-spring
are out of luck and honestly confused
by the disappearance of their own
history.

Founded in 1985, the Council of
Affordable Housing or COAH was
intended to direct municipalities as to
how many affordable-housing units
they needed to contribute as their
share to solve the affordable housing
shortage in NJ. Having failed in that
regard, the Supreme Court intervened
and decided the numbers should be
decided by the courts with the towns
working in tandem with builders and
hence the builders remedy was born.
Recently, a Mercer County judge di-
rected Princeton that the municipal-
ity would have to accept 753 new
affordable units and West Windsor
1,500 for a total of 2,200 low and
moderate income units.

Since such a suit was settled, the
mayor of Princeton states that now
they are able to focus their energy and
money on planning for more housing
units as mandated. New Jersey still
faces a shortage of 154,000 afford-
able housing units; 190 municipali-
ties have reached settlements with
housing advocates and avoided law
suits and 100 others have not yet
settled their numbers.

The affordable housing situation

and court decisions have created se-
vere overdevelopment in many areas
of the state. Builders eye possible
sites to redevelop and do zero in on
those communities who are in the
process of revitalizing their down-
towns. However, the vision that the
builder has often is not in line with
that of the locals.

Planning boards are hard pressed
to reach decisions to protect their
towns from overdevelopment while
sticking to the master plan as in the
case of Cranford. The property has
already changed hands and plans are
on the drawing board for 950 units,
with two swimming pools and stand-
ing five stories tall directly across the
street from rows of Cape Cods that
have been there for years. Minor zon-
ing changes could open a Pandora’s
Box of assorted problems including
traffic issues in an adjoining town,
school room shortage, increased po-
lice and fire needs, DPW services etc.
etc. Also impacted is the character of
the neighborhood.

Is this fair to the residents already
residing there who have put their life’s
blood into maintaining their homes?

Taking the ability of deciding what
a municipality will do when planning
for the future seems to be wrong,
there has to be a better way. Builders
generally will try to cram as much as
possible onto a site. Bearing in mind
that they are in the business to make
money — who can blame them? They
are not the ones who will be living in
the town where in some cases what
were local streets have started to feel
like the canyons of NYC.

Progress is certainly desired, care-
ful planning for the future of our
towns is warranted and solutions need
to be found so residents don’t believe
they are being betrayed by their legis-
lators. As a mayor, I have witnessed
what has happened to a perfect rede-
velopment plan because of the man-
dates put on a small borough; too sad.

Please consider me when you vote
in November for a seat in the 22nd
Assembly Dist. Please visit my
Facebook page at “PatQ for Dist22.”

Patricia Quattrocchi
Clark

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation
Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 201-951-1810

for a free estimate

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Chamber of Commerce Events
By Victoria Shestack Aronoff

Lunch and Learn: Social Media.
Wednesday, April 3 from moon to 2
p.m. at the GWACC office at 212
Lenox Avenue, Westfield.

The essentials of creating a social
presence for your business, including
organic posts and paid ads. Free for
GWACC members and $10 for non-
members. Lunch will be provided.

Home Based Open House.
Wednesday, April 10, 7 to 8:30 p.m. at
the GWACC office.

This first event for our newly estab-
lished Home-Based Business Com-
mittee is a great opportunity to meet
and network with other home-based
businesses in the area. You will also
learn how GWACC can help home-
based businesses and how to better
access the tools, products and services
available. Though this event is free to
members and non-members, please
register and save your spot as space is
limited.   Registration is available at
www.gwaccnj.com.

Other April events include two net-
working meetings. Don’t forget your
business cards! Breakfast Network-
ing Meeting. Tuesday, April 9, 8 to
9:30 a.m. at Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission, Cardi-
nal Drive, Westfield.

Meet business professionals and

business owners from the area. Coffee
and breakfast treats will be available.
Free for members, but let us know
you’re coming! The cost is $10 for
prospective members if you RSVP
online by 1:30 p.m. on April 8. There
is an additional cost at the door.

Joint Chamber After Hours Net-
working Meeting with the Cranford
Chamber, Tuesday, April 23, 6 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. at Wendy’s Garwood on
North Avenue.

Introduce yourself around and enjoy
some delicious burgers and chicken sand-
wiches along with refreshments. The
cost is $10 for members and $15 for
prospective members. Online registra-
tion is open until 2 p.m. on April 22.

Please also remember our Greece
Vacation Travel Night at Limani’s on
March 26 at 6 p.m. to learn about our
exciting trip to Greece in the October.
Finally, the Trinitas Regional Medical
Center will conduct its second Health
and Wellness Expo at Union Catholic
Regional High School in Scotch Plains
on Sunday, March 31 from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., open to the general public, will
feature exhibits, demonstrations, food
Trucks, health screenings and give-
aways. Bring the whole family as there
will be children activities as well.

Visit our website,
www.gwaccnj.com

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, NJ (908) 527-4200

Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419, sdelia@ucnj.org

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe


