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Letters to
the Editor

How Thankful I Am For What
Policeman Gerard Rites Did

Dear [Scotch Plains Police] Chief
Conley, I hope that this letter finds
you well. My name is Dominick
Giordano. I am writing to let you
know about an incredible act of hero-
ism by one of your police officers,
Gerard Rites, who I am forever grate-
ful to for saving my life this past
weekend.

On Friday evening, I attended a
beefsteak dinner fundraiser for the
Education Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and began to
choke on a piece of meat during din-
ner. My airway was completely
blocked.

At that moment, I was completely
helpless and incapable of taking in
even the smallest amount of air as a
piece of meat was lodged in my throat.
Fortunately, I could stand up and
motion that I needed help.

Gerard, who was sitting a few seats
over from me, at my table immedi-
ately came to me and knew that I was
choking. Gerard quickly turned me
around and performed the Heimlich
maneuver. Gerard’s quick efforts were

lifesaving, resulting in the food be-
coming dislodged and my airway be-
ing reopened.

Gerard Rites saved my life and his
actions should be recognized as such
and as heroic. Not a single moment
has gone by since Gerard helped me
that I have not thought about how
lucky I was that he was there and
responded to me so quickly.

My letter is not just to inform you
but also to let you know how thankful
I am for what Gerard did to help/save
me. Gerard is a true public servant
and many of our distinguished citi-
zens in Scotch Plains government and
the school board witnessed his heroic
act. I hope that you and the Scotch
Plains Police Department will ac-
knowledge Gerard for his heroism
and I would be more than happy to
further share my experience at any
time with you and/or anyone else that
should know about Gerard’s lifesav-
ing heroic act.

Dominick Giordano
Scotch Plains

Local Government Week Activities
Set For Garwood

I am thrilled to announce a variety
of activities for Garwood residents to
enjoy in celebration of Local Gov-
ernment Week from April 7 to 13.

Local Government Week is a new
initiative launched by the New Jersey
League of Municipalities in an effort
to further engage citizens with others
in their own community as well as
their local government. The follow-
ing list of programs were organized
by the borough to ensure all our com-
munity members, from children to
senior citizens, would hopefully find
something fun for them!

Sunday,  April 7 – First-ever
Touch-a-Truck – 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Second Avenue parking lot across
from Lincoln School – Come check
out what our DPW, Police, Fire, and
EMS use to protect and serve our
community! Free event, “food truck”
food for purchase.

Monday, April 8 – Kids Chess – 3
p.m. – Library, 411 Third Avenue –
Free program, no registration is re-
quired. - Students in Government
Night – 7 p.m. – Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue – Lincoln School’s Stu-
dent Council will act as elected offi-
cials and borough professionals dur-
ing a mock meeting with pizza and
soda served after. Free event, all are
welcome.

Tuesday, April 9 – Bingo Night –
5 to 7 p.m. – Firehouse, 415 South
Avenue – Play bingo with your neigh-
bors and enjoy sloppy joe sandwiches,
chips, and soft drinks. Baskets do-
nated by your Mayor and Council
will be awarded to bingo winners.
$10 per person, proceeds will go to
Liberty Hose Company 1. Call Coun-
cilwoman Blumenstock at (908) 337-
7726 to sign-up. - Adult Craft – 6 p.m.
– Library, 411 Third Avenue – Make
something to bring home and impress
your friends/family. Free program,
registration at library required.

Wednesday, April 10 – Kids Craft
– 3 p.m. – Library, 411 Third Avenue
– Come make a fun spring craft. Free
program for children entering 2nd
grade  and up, registration at library
required. - DARE Graduation – 6:30
p.m. – The Westwood – Lincoln
School’s 5th Grade DARE gradua-
tion event to conclude the educa-
tional program conducted by the vol-
unteer Garwood Municipal Alliance.
Congratulations, students!

Thursday, April 11th – Regular
Meeting of the Mayor and Council –
7 p.m. – Borough Hall, 403 South
Avenue – Come see your local gov-
ernment at work during its regular
open public meeting! Historical Es-
say Contest winner to be announced
at the beginning of the meeting (open

to 6th to 8th grade students).
Friday, April 12th – PTA Talent

Show – 7 p.m. – Lincoln School, 400
Second Avenue, $9 per ticket – A
great night of performances by Lin-
coln school students in kindergarten
through grade 8. All are welcome to
see the singing, dancing, magic and
more! Email
garwoodtalentshow@gmail.com for
ticket information.

Saturday, April 13 – Baseball
Opening Day Parade and Ceremony
– 9 a.m. – Begins at Lincoln School
and concludes at the recreation com-
plex – Come celebrate the 65th sea-
son of the Garwood Baseball League.

Hope to see you at one or more of our
events during Local Government Week!

Sara Todisco
Mayor of Garwood

Eliminate The Ordinance Prohibiting
Street-Facing Side Solar Panels

I am writing today to state my con-
cern regarding the Westfield Board
of Adjustment denial of a citizen’s
request to install solar panels on his
own roof as detailed in the March 14
edition of The Westfield Leader. The
Westfield citizen was denied his re-
quest due to a Westfield town ordi-
nance that prohibits solar panels from
being placed on the street-facing side
of the roof.

It is time to eliminate this ordi-
nance. As a country, we are facing
enormous challenges due to climate
change. While the effects of climate
change are already being felt, we have
learned that we have only 11 years
left to dramatically reduce our reli-
ance on fossil fuels if we want to
reduce the future effects of climate
change.

Westfield should look for ways to
encourage our homeowners to take
whatever steps they can to reduce our
use of fossil fuels including increas-
ing our use of renewable energy
sources. Adding solar panels to one’s
own home is one way that a person
can take a step in reducing our reli-
ance on fossil fuels. For many houses,
the roof that is appropriate for solar
panels faces the street. Why do we
have an ordinance that prohibits solar
panels on these homes? Other towns
near us do not have this issue. I have

seen many houses in other towns with
solar panels on the roof facing the
street. My opinion is that it shows that
the homeowner is concerned about
the environment and is trying to do
their part. Why should this be banned
in Westfield?

I call upon Mayor Shelley Brindle
and the town council to vote a waiver
for the denied applicant as soon as
possible so that the person can be
allowed to add solar panels on their
roof. Furthermore, I call upon Mayor
Shelley Brindle and the town council
to remove the town ordinance against
solar panels of street-facing roofs as
soon as possible. I would then ask
Mayor Shelley Brindle and the town
council to look into ways to encour-
age more homeowners in Westfield
to add solar panels to the roofs of
their homes. For example, a credit
equal to 10 percent of the cost of the
solar panels could be used as a one-
time credit on the homeowner’s next
quarterly property tax bill.

It is time for Westfield to take the
lead and to look for ways to make
Westfield a leader in the fight against
climate change. We can’t rely on the
U.S. government to lead the way. We
should be leading the way ourselves!

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

We Pray For The
Muslim Community Of

Christchurch
The Scotch-Plains Fanwood

Ministerium reaches out to our Mus-
lim siblings in this time of pain and
sorrow. We hope for the day when our
entire world will be safe, but we imag-
ine that our houses of worship, espe-
cially at the times of holy gatherings,
are always a place of sanctuary and
security.

We pray for the peace of the mem-
bers of the Muslim community of
Christchurch, New Zealand, for their
friends and family, for all those in
pain at this tragedy. We come to-
gether as a ministerium to bring to-
gether the diverse elements of our
community to foster understanding
and community.

We stand firmly against hate;
against the idea that bringing down
another is a way to lift oneself up.
Only by frank communication and a
loving reaching out can we create the
community that we imagine – here in
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, in the
United States, or across the world.
May we seek after peace; may we
foster peace; may we find peace for
ourselves and others.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium

Remember Recycling Benefits
Mankind On This Earth Day

In 1970, the year of the first Earth
Day, I sat in my high school audito-
rium, rapt by a presentation on
sustainability and how recycling was
something we could all do to save
resources. There was the promise of
recycled products lining store shelves
and the endless cycle of plastics and
paper being reused over and over again
to the benefit of all Mankind.

Almost 50 years later, with Earth
Day 2019 just around the corner,
Fanwood and municipalities across
America are struggling with a glut of
recyclables. The stuff you are throwing
into your blue bins may, or may not be
recycled any more. The cost of dispos-
ing of recyclables has tripled since
Fanwood began its curbside program
almost three years ago.

The City of Philadelphia, which
proudly was one of the first big cities to
begin curbside recycling more than 30
years ago, is now burning half its recy-
cling. The scenario repeats itself in
other cities, as documented in a de-
tailed report on the front page of this
past Sunday’s New York Times.

This didn’t happen overnight. Even
when Fanwood had its recycling center
up until 2016, the writing was on the
wall. It was no longer profitable, even
two years prior, because the price of
recyclables was tanking. The recycling
association came to the borough to
subsidize their operations. We stepped
in and decided that curbside would
encourage more recycling. It did. People
embraced the program and we now
collect an estimated double the
recyclables than before. But for what?
To have it ultimately incinerated the
same as our regular trash?

China has shut the door to the world’s
recycling because it’s either too much
or too dirty. Other countries won’t be
far behind. In the U.S., the recycling
process itself is labor-intensive and
expensive. Small recycling plants have
shut down.

The experts say we are bad at recy-
cling in general. We throw all kinds of
things into those blue bins that we
shouldn’t, so batches of contaminated
recyclables simply get directed for in-
cineration. Plastic bags are a special
nuisance, clogging the machinery that
does the sorting. They claim there are
still markets for some recyclables but
how many recycled products do you
see on store shelves?

The entire recycling model needs to
be revisited, as does the law requiring
recycling, so that these questions are
addressed: What should the end game
of recycling be now? Do we need more
realistic goals for recycling? What hap-
pened to U.S. markets for recyclables
and how can they be recovered? What
is the state-of-the-technology for in-
cineration?

In the meantime, recycling remains
the law in the state of New Jersey. The
Fanwood Borough Council and Mayor
Colleen Mahr continue negotiating a
new curbside recycling contract for the
period beginning July 2019. We will be
working hard to keep the cost reason-
able for our taxpayers. But the question
of what happens to all that plastic,
paper, glass and metal after it gets picked
up at the curb is bigger than our town
and requires the attention of the Legis-
lature and Congress.

Tom Kranz, President
Fanwood Borough Council

‘Blue Alert’ Would Be Vital Tool
In Protecting Our Police Officers

With law enforcement officers risking their lives
daily to protect and serve their fellow citizens, we
gladly offer our support for any measures that will
help to safeguard these men and women from those
who would do them harm, or to locate an officer who
is missing and may require aid.

One such measure is legislation calling for the
creation of a “Blue Alert System” in New Jersey,
which recently passed committees in the state Sen-
ate and Assembly. Bills S-3272 and A-2604 would
enhance the ability of authorities to apprehend
someone suspected of killing or seriously injuring
a law enforcement officer or to find an officer who
has gone missing on duty and whose well-being
may be compromised.

The Senate bill was sponsored by Senator Joseph
Cryan (D-20th, Union) and Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14th, Cranbury). Prior to his elec-
tion to the Senate in November 2017, Mr. Cryan
served as Union County sheriff. Ms. Greenstein
currently chairs the Senate’s Law and Public Safety
Committee.

A statement on njleg.state.nj.us/, outlining the
provisions of the Senate bill, described the Blue
Alert System as a “voluntary, cooperative effort
between state and local law enforcement agencies
and the media, which is to include, but not limited to,
print, radio, and television media outlets.”

Besides a description of a suspect or missing
officer and other details authorities determine is
appropriate, these notifications would advise the
public on how anyone with information regarding a
suspect or missing officer “may contact the lead law
enforcement agency,” the statement continued.

A release last month from the press office of New
Jersey Democrats stated that the Blue Alert System
“would be modeled” after Amber Alert and Silver
Alert programs that already have been successfully
implemented in the state. Amber Alerts inform the
public about abducted children, while Silver Alerts
are issued to help locate missing senior citizens,
particularly those afflicted with dementia or other
cognitive disorders.

We are reminded regularly of the dangers law
enforcement officers encounter during the perfor-
mance of their duty on our behalf, and the ultimate
sacrifice so many have made. In our view, the Blue
Alert System would be invaluable in further protect-
ing these officers, and the public, since a criminal at
large can pose danger to civilians as well as police.
As Senator Cryan has said, the Blue Alert program
“could mean the difference between life and death.”
This system would bring together law enforcement,
the media and the public in a way that not only will
potentially save the lives of those in uniform, but
enhance safety for us all.

County Needs to Depend Less on
Property Taxes to Balance Budget

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

The Union County Freeholders completed their
budget hearings with department heads Monday
night at the Westfield Municipal Building. While
last year’s budget was the first in many to be either
flat or actually go down in many towns, the increase
in county spending has been significant looking
back over the past 10 to 20 years.

In 2004, the county budget was $372.7 million
with $203.8 million raised in county property taxes.
The proposed executive budget for 2019 is $491.6
million, of which $368.2 million is to be raised in
taxes. Last year’s adopted budget raised $360 mil-
lion in taxes, $6.2 million more than what was raised
in 2017.

As we have pointed out previously, the county is
relying too much on property taxes to support its
spending plan. While we are sure the tax levy will be
reduced by the fiscal committee, as it stands now the
tax levy accounts for 75 percent of the revenue
stream. That is way too high in our estimation. The
county had $90 million in surplus at the end of 2017,
using $24 million of that amount in the 2018 budget.
The county’s surplus balance was $22 million at the
end of 2004, of which $19 million was used to offset
taxes in the 2005 budget, dropping the remaining
surplus to a little over $3 million.

The 2019 executive budget uses $25 million in
order to offset taxes. We believe that number needs

to be significantly higher given that more than $60
million is left in surplus. The county has said it wants
to maintain a high surplus in order to retain a Aaa
bond rating, which keeps the county’s borrowing
percentage rate down.

The county is looking to either sell or lease its
former juvenile detention center in Linden. If that
building is sold, it would significantly increase the
county balance sheet. Given this, is there any reason
the county should be raising taxes?

While the county obviously does not want to go
back to the days of small surpluses, there needs to be
more of an effort to trim property taxes. After all,
Westfield pays $42 million in county taxes, which is
more than the municipal tax.

At the local level, we are happy to see Westfield
talking to Garwood about sharing a municipal court.
Towns need to work harder to reduce costs while
producing more revenue.

Suburban towns like Westfield and Cranford
can’t rely on Trenton to supply aid at levels that
bring down our property taxes. If anything, don’t
be surprised if aid is reduced in the years ahead
to suburban towns as the state deals with the
economic crisis from employee pension liabili-
ties.

We expect more New Jerseyans to continue mov-
ing south to avoid Garden State taxes.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tol – To take away
2. Icteritious – Having yellow skin due

to jaundice
3. Casings – Cattle manure dried and

used as fuel
4. Casefy – To make or become

cheeselike

TAUPE
1. A dark, brownish gray
2. Roily; muddy; filthy
3. Tapering to a point
4. Reluctant; unwilling

TACHYDROMIAN
1. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less

snail
2. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
3. Any of a family of wading birds

related to the plovers
4. The single-humped camel

HARBOROUGH
1. A lodging or inn
2. A loading dock
3. A city or town located adjacent to an

ocean, bay or large body of water
4. Town government building; city hall

SANNUP
1. A pleasant stroll
2. A hammock
3. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
4. A male American Indian who is

married

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Let Doctors Decide
Your Healthcare, Not
Insurance Companies
Support Bramnick Law A-4613
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