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Congratulations to the Top Producer for the Month of February!

Sharon Steele
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#1 Sales Associate

#1 Listings Associate

#1 Overall Production

Chief David Kelly Retires
From Westfield Fire Depart.

Courtesy of Town of Westfield
THANK YOU, CHIEF KELLY... David Kelly, pictured, second from left,
officially retired as Westfield fire chief last Friday. He is pictured here with
Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea, left, Mayor Shelley Brindle and Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro, right.

Courtesy of Town of Westfield
ACTING CHIEF TILLER...Deputy Fire Chief Anthony Tiller has been ap-
pointed acting chief, effective immediately, following the retirement of Chief
David Kelly. Acting Chief Tiller joined the fire department in 1997, following four
years of service with the Westfield Department of Public Works.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Fire Chief David
Kelly, who has headed the fire depart-
ment since March of 2015, has said
good-bye to the department after 27
years as a member of the paid depart-
ment.

Chief Kelly joined the department
as a volunteer in 1988, becoming a
paid member in 1992. He was pro-
moted to lieutenant in 1999, captain
in 2004 and deputy chief in 2005. He
also had served as an investigator on
the Union County Fire Investigation
Unit and was an instructor at the
Union County Fire Academy for 10

years.
“It’s been a pleasure working for

the Town of Westfield and serving
the community as chief of the fire
department,” he said during a phone
interview with The Westfield Leader
on Friday, his last day on the job.
“I’ve had a great group of
firefighters working under my com-
mand and I can’t thank them enough
for their dedicated service over the
years.”

The second in command at the de-
partment is Deputy Chief Anthony
Tiller. “He has been a very strong
deputy chief and he has been a good
second in command,” Chief Kelly

said.
Chief Kelly succeeded his brother,

Chief Dan Kelly, who served the de-
partment for 37 years. In addition,
their father, Dan Kelly, was employed
by the Westfield Department of Pub-
lic Works for 44 years, retiring as its
director.

Chief Kelly was named fire chief
following the February 2015 death of
his brother, Chief Dan Kelly, who
headed the department from 2005 to
2015, having joined the paid depart-
ment in 1981.

Chief David Kelly and his wife of
25 years, Karen, have five children:
Jonathan, 23, who is employed with
Greystone, a Manhattan commercial
real estate firm; Zachary, 21, a junior
at the University of New Hampshire;
Benjamin, 19, a “plebe” or first-year
cadet at the United States Military
Academy at West Point; Maggie, 17,
a senior at Westfield High School
who graduates this June; and Josh,
14, an eighth grader at Edison Inter-
mediate School.

The family will be relocating after
the school year to Vermont, where
they own property, Chief Kelly said.

“We are looking forward to start-
ing a new chapter in our lives,” he
said. “We are going to miss our friends
and family dearly, but we are looking
forward to going out there and trying
something different.”

Mayor Shelley Brindle issued a
statement Saturday on the chief’s re-
tirement. “The Town of Westfield is
so fortunate to have benefited from
the Kelly family’s legacy of service,
totaling an astounding 108 years,”
Mayor Brindle said. “We are so grate-
ful to Chief Kelly, and I know the
residents of Westfield will join me in
wishing him well in his retirement.”

Deputy Chief Tiller will serve as
the acting chief, effective immedi-
ately. The appointment was made by
Town Administrator Jim Gildea, af-
ter receiving mayoral consent and
approval from the town council. Act-
ing Chief Tiller joined the fire depart-
ment in 1997, following four years of
service with the Westfield Depart-
ment of Public Works.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood to Hold Town
Hall on Truck Purchase

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
announced at Thursday’s council
meeting that a public town-hall-style
meeting will be held in either April or
May to discuss the fire department’s
ladder fire truck purchase.

The fire truck, a capital expendi-
ture purchase, has not been finalized,
but has received Mayor Todisco’s
and various council members vocal-
ized preliminary support. The coun-
cil unanimously agreed a town-hall-
style meeting should be held to dis-
cuss the ladder truck’s utility and
associated costs. The meeting’s offi-
cial date has not been announced, but
will be advertised on the borough
website, the mayor said.

“As it stands now, the Garwood
Fire Department cannot reach the top
of the (Lincoln) school to get on the
roof to ventilate it (during a fire), nor
can it reach dozens of other buildings
in town,” said Councilman and Fire
Commissioner Richard McCormack.

Council President and Finance
Committee Chairman Marc Lazarow
said the fire department has for 10
years requested a ladder truck that
can access all buildings in the bor-
ough. The existing fire truck fleet
does not contain a ladder truck with a
100-foot reach and the maneuvering
capabilities the proposed truck of-
fers, stated Mr. Lazarow.

Twenty-six buildings, including
private residences and commercial
businesses, will remain inaccessible
if the proposed truck is not purchased,
stated Mr. Lazarow.

Councilman McCormack said
Mayor Todisco, all borough council
members, and the newly-formed Citi-
zens’ Advisory Panel witnessed the
ladder truck’s demonstration last Sat-
urday morning.

“We watched the Spartan truck be
raised up all the way in just a couple
minutes at the old Pathmark site,”
said Mr. McCormack.

Mr. McCormack openly contrasted

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Budget Represents
$35 Per Household Tax Hike

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The municipal bud-
get is projected at the second-lowest
tax increase in the last 18 years, at $35
per household per $100,000 in home
assessed value, stated Council Presi-
dent and Finance Committee Chair-
man Marc Lazarow at the March 12
budget meeting.

The finance committee was chal-
lenged with Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority ($51,000), recycling
($48,000) and 2019 employee con-
tract increases, stated Mr. Lazarow. In
addition, municipal court fees was
down $25,000 compared to the 2018
budget thus impacting borough rev-
enues, stated Mr. Lazarow.

“Our goal, as always, is to provide
the residents of Garwood with the best
possible services at the best possible
price,” Mr. Lazarow said.

The finance committee cut more
than $156,000 from the administra-
tive budget “from the onset,” stated
Mr. Lazarow. The municipality will
reduce expenditures in the legal de-
partment, the planning board and the
building and grounds department, he
noted.

Mr. Lazarow said that 2019 revenue
sources include 2019 Russo Develop-
ment on South Avenue collected fees
and the Paperboard site redevelopment
planning board application fees. The
revenue sources will be used to “defray
some costs” (contract increases and
municipal revenue decline), he said.

“While we cannot control the costs
of the county, school and the public
library, we did place great pride in

creating a budget that was fair and
understanding,” Mr. Lazarow said.

Mr. Lazarow stated that to formu-
late a budget, the finance committee
must consider every department within
municipal purview “legitimate and
justified requests.”

Three capital expenditures were
proposed as inclusions to the 2019
budget, including a fire department
ladder truck, a new traffic enforce-
ment and emergency-response vehicle,
and new computers for Borough Hall
and the police vehicles, stated Mr.
Lazarow.

The ladder truck is an emergency
vehicle that was requested during the
Russo Development planning board
hearings by the fire department. The
ladder truck can extend 100 feet in the
air and assist during an emergency-
response situation at the multi-story
building, stated Mr. Lazarow.

Councilman Richard McCormick,
who serves on the fire department
municipal committee, has pledged
support for a “much-needed truck.”

The current traffic enforcement truck
is over 18 years old, requiring frequent
“costly” repairs, stated Mr. Lazarow.
When the truck is being repaired it
cannot be utilized for public benefit,
he said.

In his opinion, “when it comes to
emergency response,” the municipal-
ity must prioritize public safety, stated
Mr. Lazarow.

Updating computers in police ve-
hicles and Borough Hall would bring
the overall borough computer system
up to date with modern software from

DWC Board of Directors Discusses
2019 Calendar of Events

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its board
of directors’ meeting Monday
evening, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the management
entity of the Special Improvement
District (SID), discussed upcoming
DWC events for the 2019 calendar
year.

Sherry Cronin, DWC Executive
Director, provided a schedule of
downtown events, “Promotional
events are designed to bring people
downtown to shop, dine or to experi-
ence downtown Westfield. Each event
has a different demographic reach
and objective. Even if an event may
not cause the registers to ring that
time for a retailer, events bring people

to downtown at a time they may not
otherwise,” stated Ms. Cronin.

Girls Day and Night Out, a shop-
ping and dining experience, is sched-
uled for Thursday, May 9, from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. There complimentary
refreshments and entertainment and
parking in the downtown area will
also be complimentary for the hours
of the event.

Sweet Sounds Downtown Music
Festival will be held each Tuesday
evening in July and March from 7 to
9 p.m. The event is popular with
many residents taking advantage of
the downtown’s restaurants. The
board discussed adding different
themed music acts such as country,
pop and rock.

Scheduled for Wednesday, July 24,
at 7 p.m., the 18th Annual Downtown
Westfield 5K & Pizza Extravaganza
had over 2,500 participants and over
6,000 spectators. The “Pizza Run” is
one of the largest non-corporate 5K
races in the state.

With its immediate popularity, it
was a certainty the DWC would plan
a second AddamsFest celebration.
Indeed, due to last year’s success,
Dawn Mackey, town council desig-
nee to the DWC board, stated that

AddamsFest would be extended this
year.

“It’s going to definitely span two
weekends...the weekend before Hal-
loween and the weekend before that.
It might go longer, but that’s to be
determined,” Councilwoman Mackey
said.

AddamsFest honors native
Westfield cartoonist Charles Addams,
creator of the Addams Family fran-
chise. AddamsFest features family-
friendly events, lectures, exhibits and
film screenings, a beer garden and a
masquerade ball. Interested parties
may visit www.addamsfest.com for
more information.

The Welcome Home to Westfield
holiday events have events scheduled
throughout December, but the unoffi-
cial “opening ceremony” is the town
Christmas Tree lighting, scheduled
this year for Sunday, December 1, at
5:30 p.m.

In order news, the board approved
a grant for Acting Out, an acting school
opening soon in Westfield. The DWC
regularly provides grants to assist new
businesses with new signage and other
exterior work.

“Acting Out is an exciting new

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
VIGIL FOR NEW ZEALAND...A vigil for  victims of last week’s mass shootings at two Mosques in New Zealand was held
Tuesday night in Westfield. The vigil, sponsored by the Dr Martin Luther King Association of Westfield, was held at the
Westfield Martin Luther King Monument.

Courtesy Debby Burslem
HIGH LINE...Pictured here is 69kV electrical lines being installed in Union.
PSE&G says it will be replacing 26kV utility lines with 69kV transmission lines
throughout its coverage areas.


