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W+H School Presents
The Wizard of Oz March 8-10

AREA -- The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School presents this year’s spring
musical – The Wizard of Oz – with
three performances set for Friday,
March 8 through Sunday, March
10, in the Berry Performing Arts
Center. The Friday and Saturday
evening performances begin at 7:30
p.m. and the Sunday matinee finale
is 3 p.m.

Kallie Schildge of Westfield stars
as Dorothy and is joined on stage by
a cast representing all three divi-

sions of the school in this unique
production. Other leading players
include Shane Kornecki of Colonia
as the Cowardly Lion, Jason Kisare
of Bridgewater as the Scarecrow,
Jerry Zhang of Edison as the Tin
Man, Jaden Dugenio of Branchburg
as the Wicked Witch and Neil Shah
of Edison as the Wizard of Oz.

 Tickets are $12 for adults and $5
for students and children and can be
purchased online at http://
twhsnj.booktix.com.

RIS To Perform Musical
Bye Bye Birdie March 21-23
WESTFIELD – Audiences will “Put

on a Happy Face” at the Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) production
of Bye Bye Birdie, the Tony-award-
winning romantic musical comedy
about 1950’s small-town America, teen-
agers and rock and roll. Performances
will take place on Thursday, March 21,
at 4 p.m., Friday, March 22, at 7 p.m.
and Saturday, March 23, at 7 p.m., with
a special Q and A session with the cast
following Thursday’s show. Tickets are
available at ris.booktix.com.

Set in 1958, rock star and teen idol
Conrad Birdie (Owen Ing) is drafted by
the army and his adoring fans are dev-
astated, but none more than struggling
songwriter and manager Albert Peterson
(Skyler Lipkind), who was working on
Birdie’s next hit song.

Albert’s longtime secretary and girl-
friend, Rosie (Bella Jarecki), is con-
vinced that this is the best thing that
could happen to her Albert, who can
now give up the music business and
settle down with her. In spite of this, she
helps Albert come up with a plan for
one more big promotion – a Birdie Fan
Club contest – where the winner will
join Birdie on live television for a song
and goodbye kiss. Sweet Apple Ohio
teenager Kim McAfee (Sarah
LaMonica) is declared the winner, but
no one has counted on the jealous wrath
of her boyfriend Hugo (Lucas Hubner)
and the chaos it would bring to their
small town.

“This musical was incredibly fun to
put together. Our talented cast and crew
bring the 1950’s vibe to life with scream-

ing teenagers, and classic, high energy
show tunes like “Put on a Happy Face”,
“A lot of Livin to Do” and “Spanish
Rose”,” said Director, Kimberly Jonny,
public speaking and drama teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

“This year, we are excited to feature
a special Q and A with the cast and crew
immediately following Thursday’s per-
formance. This is a great opportunity
for future Roosevelt students to learn
about what goes on behind the scenes in
musical theater,” she said.

This high-octane musical was cho-
reographed by Samuel Spare, who has
been performing professionally for the
past 10 years for such companies as Six
Flags, Busch Gardens, and more re-
cently Norwegian Cruise Line. The
musical direction was provided by
Roosevelt School music teachers,
Sabino Losco and Karen Romero.

In addition to the on-stage talent, RIS
students play a large role behind the
scenes. Student Stage Managers are
Alexa Rappoport and Alexa Mora, lead-
ing a team of students that work on
props, costumes, makeup, lighting and
sound, and run crew.

Tickets are $10 each and are on sale
at ris.booktix.com. Advance purchases
are recommended. Any tickets not sold
in advance will be available at the door.
Tickets are reserved seating. Perfor-
mances are on Thursday, March 21, at
4 p.m., Friday, March 22, at 7 p.m. and
Saturday, March 23, at 7 p.m. All per-
formances will be held in the audito-
rium of Roosevelt Intermediate School
located at 301 Clark Street, Westfield.

BYE BYE BIRDIE...Roosevelt Intermediate School’s production of Bye Bye
Birdie will take place March 21-23. Pictured, left to right, are: Bella Jarecki,
Skyler Lipkind, Owen Ing, and Sarah LaMonica.

On Borrowed Time Opens At
Westfield Comm. Players Sat.

WESTFIELD -- On Borrowed Time,
a drama by Paul Osborn, Opens Satur-
day, March 9, at 8 p.m. at the Westfield
Community Players. The theatre is
located at 1000 North Avenue West,
Westfield. The play is being directed
by Linda Viel, produced by Anne King,
and stage managed by Anne King.

Performances will run March 9, 16,
22, 23, at 8 p.m. and March 17 at 2
p.m.

Tickets are Adult: $22.00, Military
& Students: $10. For tickets, visit
online at: https://app.arts-people.com/
index.php?ticketing=wcpnj.

Synopsis: Gramps is idolized by
his young grandson, Pud, who mod-
els his every action after the old man.
But Gramps’ salty expressions and
rough behavior are frowned upon by
both the strait-laced Aunt Demetria
and Granny, so Aunt Demetria comes
to live with them, hoping she can
steer the boy in the right direction.
Death, in the form of Mr. Brink, comes

to claim Gramps but is forcibly sent
about his business. Still, he manages
to take Granny instead and later re-
turns for Gramps, who outwits Brink
by trapping him up an apple tree, thus
suspending Death throughout the uni-
verse. Aunt Demetria, who can’t see
Mr. Brink in the tree, tries to prove
that Gramps is insane in order to get
legal possession of Pud. Matters come
to a climax when one of the towns-
people tries to take Gramps to an
institution and is shot. But the victim
refuses to die, and the others plead
with Gramps to release Brink so that
the world can resume its normal cycle.
At this moment, Brink tricks Pud into
climbing the tree, and the boy falls,
fatally injuring himself. In order not
to be separated from Pud, Gramps
allows Brink to come down from the
tree and willingly goes with him to
the gates of Eternity where he is
greeted by his beloved Granny, scold-
ing him as usual.

Free Evening Concert by the
Musical Club of Westfield

WESTFIELD — The public is in-
vited to attend a free concert given by
The Musical Club of Westfield on
Wednesday, March 13, at 7:30 p.m.
This concert is offered as part of a year-
long series of events sponsored by the
Musical Club and will be held at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

The concert will open with Epitaphe
de Jean Harlow by French composer
Charles Koechlin performed by Chris
Dellarso, alto saxophone, Barbara
Lockley, flute and Mary Beth McFall,
piano. This piece was written in 1937
after the death of Hollywood actress
Jean Harlow. Koechlin was enormously
prolific, and eclectic in inspiration and
musical technique. However, the ex-
pressive core of his language remained
distinct from his contemporaries.

The trio will continue the program
with Sir Malcolm Arnold’s Grand
Fantasia. From 1948 until the early
1960s, Arnold composed prolifically,
and became known as one of the most
sought-after composers of the time.
This piece was written as a piece of
escapism at the time of the Battle of
Britain.

The concert will continue with
mezzo-soprano Drude Crane and guest

artists, the NJ Intergenerational Orches-
tra String Quartet, with members Zoe
D’Amico and Graham Cohen, violins,
Rodger Sweet, viola and Megan Sweet,
cello. They will perform Four Sonnets
by Luis de Camoëns by composer Jean
Berger: Although the ancient poets;
Where can eyes like mine look; All of
my life; O lovely eyes.

The program will conclude with pia-
nist Allison Brewster Franzetti who
will perform Images Book II; Cloches
à travers les feuilles, Et la lune descend
sur le temple qui fut and Poissons d’or
by composer Claude Debussy and L’Isle
Joyeuse also by Debussy.

There will be a reception with light
refreshments immediately after the con-
cert where audience members will have
the opportunity to meet the performers.
The Musical Club of Westfield is a non-
profit organization whose mission is to
foster and encourage good music, pro-
vide performance opportunities for lo-
cal musicians and support young musi-
cians from Union county with college
scholarships. It also sponsors the Jun-
ior Musical Club for students in grades
8 to 12 from the surrounding communi-
ties. Additional information about the
club can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Park Middle School Presents
Willy Wonka Jr. Mar. 22-24

SCOTCH PLAINS — All are in-
vited to attend the upcoming produc-
tion of Willy Wonka Jr. by the Park
Middle School Drama Club. This fam-
ily-friendly musical features both fa-
miliar favorites from the 1971 film
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
and a host of fun new songs for view-
ers of all ages to enjoy.

Tickets are available now at https://
parkwillywonkajr.brownpapertickets.com.

Tickets are $9.50 students/seniors,
$13.50 general admission. Ticket
sales help fund future drama club
productions.

Performances will be on Friday,
March 22, at 7 p.m., Saturday, March
23, at 7 p.m., and Sunday March 24, at
2 p.m., and take place at Park Middle
School located at 580 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The show is directed by Kaitlyn
Reiser, assistant director is Alison
Cosman, is choreographed by Lori
Anne Travers, words and music by
Leslie Bricussse and Anthony Newley,
and is adapted for the stage by Leslie
Bricusse and Timothy A. McDonald.
It is based on the book Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.

A MUSICAL EVENING...On March 13, at 7:30 p.m., The Musical Club of
Westfield, will hold a concert at  the First Baptist Church of Westfield. Pictured,
are: Drude Crane with The NJ Intergenerational Orchestra String Quartet,Violin:
Zoë D’Amico & Graham Cohen, Viola: Roger Sweet, Cello: Megan Sweet.

Muddfest 2019 to Rock
UCPAC Saturday Night

RAHWAY – Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) will
present hard rockers Puddle of Mudd,
as they headline an electric show on
Saturday, March 9, at 7 p.m.

Puddle of Mudd is an American
alt-rock band formed in 1991. The
band has sold over seven million al-
bums to date and has had a string of
number one mainstream rock hits in
the United States, including “Blurry,”
“Control,” and “She Hates Me” off of
their triple-platinum album “Come

Clean.”
Supporting acts include fellow rock

bands Saliva, Trapt, Saving Abel, and
Tantric. Tickets are on sale now.

Tickets can be purchased for $30 -
$65 at www.ucpac.org/events, in per-
son in the Box Office, or by calling
(732) 499-8226. The Box Office can
be reached via email at
boxoffice@ucpac.org. UCPAC is lo-
cated at 1601 Irving Street in Rahway,
and is easily accessible to major roads
and public transportation.

Theatre Project Young
Playwrights Ceremony

CRANFORD – Ten very talented
students will be honored at The The-
ater Project’s Young Playwrights Com-
petition Performance and Awards Cer-
emony on Saturday, March 9, at the
Cranford Community Center located
at 224 Walnut Avenue.

These young writers represent eight
different high schools and 10 different
towns. The three prize winners will
see their work performed by the pro-
fessional actors of The Theater Project.
Honorable mentions will be presented
with citations and gift certificates. The
event, which is free and open to the
public, has been supported by grants
from New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Investors Foundation and the
New Jersey Theatre Alliance.

First Prize: Kianni Keys, Newark
Academy; Second Prize: Jaid Green,
Bergen County Academies; Third
Prize: Fiona Flynn, River Dell Re-
gional High School.

Honorable Mentions: Jacqueline
Acunto, Bergen County Academies;
Julianna Felt, Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child; Stephen Lehren, Colum-
bia High School; Jonathan Price,
Plainfield High School; Angel Cruz
Rodriguez, Thomas Jefferson Arts
Academy; Spencer Scalamoni,
Roxbury High School; Peren Yesilyurt,
Bergen County Academies.

The March 9 performance and
awards ceremony will be hosted by

Theater Project artistic director Mark
Spina, and award-winning playwright,
screenwriter and novelist, Bill Mesce,
Jr. of Linden.

Immediately prior to the awards cer-
emony, The Theater Project will pro-
vide free tutorials for any interested
entrant in this year’s competition. Each
young author is offered a half hour
script consultation with one of the
adult playwrights and directors from
the Theater Project. Young writers also
have the opportunity to meet with other
contestants and the actors performing
the winning plays.

The goal of the competition is to
encourage the next generation of the-
ater practitioners and audience by hon-
oring their work and bringing it to life.
The Theater Project is committed to
the concept that arts participation
builds fundamental skills in reading,
writing and critical thinking.

Plainfield Symphony
To Perform Sat.

PLAINFIELD -- On Saturday,
March 9, at 7 p.m., the Plainfield
Symphony will be performing works
from Beethoven's final quartet and
Brahms' Symphony no. 3. The con-
cert will be held at the Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church located at
716 Watchung Avenue. For tickets:
www.plainfieldsymphony.org.

WHS Presents Sweet Charity
On March 14, 15 and 16

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School  (WHS) Theatre Depart-
ment is proud to present Sweet Char-
ity, book by Neil Simon, score by Cy
Coleman, lyrics by Dorothy Fields,
and original choreography by Bob
Fosse, on Thursday, March 14, Fri-
day, March 15 and Saturday, March
16. All performances are at 7:30 p.m.

Inspired by Federico Fellini’s
“Nights of Cabiria,” Sweet Charity
explores the turbulent love life of
Charity Hope Valentine (Nicole
Player), a hopelessly romantic but
comically unfortunate dance hall host-
ess in 1960s New York City.

Charity is determined to change
her life for the better after being
unceremoniously dumped by her lat-
est boyfriend Charlie (Finn McGurn).
Singing, dancing, laughing and cry-
ing her way through one misadven-
ture after the next, Charity joins a
host of other vibrant characters in-
cluding cynical girlfriends, her sleezy
manager Herman (Matthew Siroti),
an Italian film heartthrob Vittorio
Vidal (Daniel Shakal), and the phony
evangelist Daddy Brubeck (Sean
Marner), as she embarks on a wild
ride and quest for love. Will her luck
change when she meets a hilariously
claustrophobic tax accountant, Os-
car Lindquist (Matthew Meixner).

Nominated for nine Tony Awards,
the electrifying musical comedy fea-
tures the breathtaking choreography of
the legendary Bob Fosse, and musical
theatre classics like “Big Spender” and
“If My Friends Could See Me Now.”

“Sweet Charity is literally a story
about ‘Hope’, a young woman with
hopeful romanticism and unfailing op-
timism, something that everyone can

relate to,” said Director Daniel Devlin.
“In the end, Charity realizes, as many of
us do as well, that the real answer to
happiness lies somewhere inside her
hope and her heart”.

Other featured cast include, Alex Sica,
Elisa Saint-Denis, Emma Herber, Lily
Paone, Katie Ceraso, Abbie Painter,
Julia Salvato, Talia McRoberts,
McKenzie Waddell, Liz Rosenberg, as
the Taxi Dancers.

Members of the show’s ensemble
include, Sammy Bauer, Olivia
Bergman, Michael Bonner, Eva Boyes,
Anthony Butera, Maeve Collins, Olivia
Ebel, Roselyne Garabete, Jessie Karlin,
Noah Lipkind, Kayla Louison, Joshua
Madera, Finn McGurn, Vincent Mora,
Aishik Palit, Gianni Pizzi, Sarah
Rappoport, Caroline Schafer, Meredith
Shepherd, Alyrie Silverman, Sophie
Tananbaum, Andrew Zanfagna.

In addition to the on-stage talent,
WHS students play a large role behind
the scenes, working on the show’s cos-
tumes, makeup, props, lighting and
sound, and designing and building the
set.

The award-winning WHS Theatre
Department is an inclusive community
offering outstanding opportunities for
all students to develop their skills in
acting, technical theatre, and live per-
formance. Its mission is to help every
student reach their highest potential as
an artist and as an individual.

Tickets for Sweet Charity are $14
each and are on sale at
whstd.booktix.com. Advance purchases
are recommended. Any tickets not sold
in advance will be available at the door.
Tickets are reserved seating. All perfor-
mances will be held in the auditorium of
WHS, located at 550 Dorian Road.

SWEET CHARITY...Westfield High School’s spring play is Sweet Charity.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Talia McRoberts, Lily Paone, McKenzie Waddell,
Elisa Saint-Denis, Nicole Player, Alexandra Sica, Emma Herber, Abbie Painter,
Julia Salvato and Liz Rosenberg.

Ms. Massa told them. It was a little
over a week before opening night and
Ms. Massa urged her actors to start
becoming familiar with their costumes.
“Gentlemen start wearing hats tomor-
row,” she said.

A vocal note was given by Matthew
Hosmer, musical director: “A generic
note for all,” he said to the ensemble
and leads. “Use the intensity of your
voice, not breathiness even when you

aren’t singing loud. Sing on your
voice,” he said.

As the group broke up to go home,
energy was still high in anticipation of
the opening night, Friday, March 8.

Tickets to see this iconic show that
has featured star performers through
the years may be purchased at the door
at CHS. These young people in the
show could be ones of whom you might
say in 10 years, “I knew them when!”

Cranford High School’s Hello, Dolly!
~continued~


