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Cougars Silence Snyder in Section Basketball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

CROWLEY NETS 16 POINTS, 5 ASST; ROONEY 13 POINTS

Blue Devils Fall to Warriors
In Boys Basketball Semi, 54-50

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team saw its season end
after a 54-50 loss to Watchung Hills
in a North Jersey, Section 2 Group IV
NJSIAA Tournament First Round
game played on February 25 at
Watchung Hills High School. Chad
Martini, Pat Stefurak and Michael
Bressler each scored 12 points to lead
a balanced Watchung Hills offense.
Martini, a 6’6” forward also hauled in
15 rebounds for the fourth-seeded
Warriors.

“We had just played in the county
championship on Saturday and to
come back in only two days having to
play a talented, solid team like
Westfield was a concern,” said
Watchung Hills Head Coach Justin
Salton. “They have two really tal-
ented guards in Crowley and Rooney
and then all the other guys they can
rotate in at you. They play hard and
their coach keeps them fired up, so
that combined with a short turn around
made this game a real challenge.”

The two evenly matched teams
played a back-and-forth first half,
exchanging leads 10 times before
Watchung Hills headed into the break
with a 23-22 advantage. The biggest
lead held by either team in the first
half was six points after Sebastian
Ferrero drained a 3-pointer to make it
16-10 Blue Devils with five minutes
left in the second quarter.

Watchung Hills (22-6) came out in
the third quarter and went on a 10-4
run to help extend its lead to 33-26
midway through the period. The War-
riors never relinquished that lead,
fending off all Blue Devil attempts to
overtake them.

“I don’t know if I’d say it got away
from us,” said Westfield Head Coach
Jim McKeon. “We executed our game

plan as they did too. They are just a
very good team. There are reasons
why they’ve won twenty plus games
the last several seasons. They take
care of the basketball. They’ve got
big guys that can do a lot of things for
them and they’ve got a great point
guard. We lost to the better team to-
night. They just made a couple of
more plays than we did.”

Westfield, seeded at 13, played
evenly against Watchung Hills in most
aspects throughout the game. But the
Warriors had one significant advan-
tage in the form of Martini, who aver-
ages 10.7 points per game and 11.5
rebounds.

“You have to game plan for number
21 because of his size and his
athleticism,” said McKeon. “He is
the biggest guy on the floor. He got to
the rim a couple of times. He is dis-
ruptive. You have to know where he is
at all times. He grabs rebounds. He
blocks shots.”

Early on it looked like Martini
would single handedly take care of
Westfield as he scored his team’s first
six points of the game in less than
three minutes. The Blue Devils held
him in check for much of the rest of
the game but he still managed to pull
down 15 boards.

“Chad is a really good player with
a very high basketball IQ,” said Salton.
“Coming into the season he viewed
himself as a football first kid but we
really think he can be a basketball
first guy. With his size and ability he
has a really good chance to be a Divi-
sion I basketball player. He presents a
lot of match-up problems for the op-
ponent. He is a phenomenal passer
and he does a really good job around
the rim with rebounds and finishing.”

Westfield pulled to within four, at
36-32, after a Jake Walsh three-point
shot with just over a minute remain-

ing in the third quarter. But Watchung
Hills extended back to an eight-point
advantage early in the fourth quarter.
Westfield cut the lead to three points,
at 43-40, after a Crowley lay-up with
2:44 left in the game. Crowley would
miss a jumper 20 seconds later that
could have cut the lead to two points.

“Listen, we scored 50 points,” said
McKeon. “That is the goal we start
out with every night. I think there may
have been points where we got a little
complacent and settled for one-on-
one opportunities more than looking
for the open man but overall I thought
we shared the ball pretty well. We
missed some wide open jump shots in
the second quarter that kind of put us
in chase mode. If we make a few of
those we are probably up five or six
points going into the half and it
changes the complexion of the game.”

In the final two minutes, Westfield
went to a trapping style defense in an
effort to create turnovers. But
Watchung Hills moved the ball around
crisply resulting in a pair of lay-ups
that kept the Blue Devils in their rear
view mirror for good.

“That is why we didn’t do that more,”
said Mc Keon. “They handle that very
well. They move the ball exceptionally
well and they are in the spots that they
are supposed to occupy.”

Crowley scored 16 points and
dished out five assists in defeat for
Westfield. Teammate Griffin Rooney
chipped in with 13 points.

Westfield finished the season with
a 10-15 mark. They graduate a hand-
ful of seniors, including Crowley, but
should be very well stocked for next
season. Watchung Hills was set to
move on and host number 12 seed
Piscataway in the second round of the
tournament.
Westfield   9 13 10 18 50
Watchung Hills 10 13 15 16 54

GOFF SCORES 9 PTS; RUKA 7 PTS, 10 RB; CARREA 7 PTS

Colonia Stops Cougars, 56-36,
In North 2, Group 3 Basketball

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fourth seeded Colonia left little
doubt that they are a contender for the
state tournament title during a 56-36
victory over 13th-seeded Cranford.
The game was played on February 26
at Colonia High School and was a
first round match-up in the NJSIAA
North Jersey, Section 2, Group III
boys’ state playoffs. The host Patriots
were led by senior standout Chad
Baker who scored 18 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds.

Colonia took the lead for good on a
post-up basket by Baker that gave the
home team a 10-9 lead with 2:45
remaining in the first quarter. A three-
point basket by Luke Valeriano fol-
lowed as the Patriots closed out the
opening quarter with a 14-9 lead.

Cranford stayed within hailing dis-
tance throughout the second quarter.
Hunter Goff’s three-point basket with
just over two minutes to play pulled
the Cougars to within six, at 29-23, a
score that would hold until the half-
time break. Defense dominated in the
third quarter with each team able to
connect on just one field goal.
Cranford’s only basket in the third
quarter came on a hook shot by Jer-
emy Ruka just 15 seconds into the
period. The Patriots outscored
Cranford 7-3 in the quarter on the
strength of five free throws.

“Going in we knew they (Cranford)
could make some tough shots,” said
Colonia Head Coach Jose Rodriguez.
“But we’ve done this several times
this season where we’ve been able to
hold teams to single digits in quarters.
Tonight we had the third quarter where
we held them to three points but also
they only scored thirteen points total
in the second half. It is something we
expect out of our guys.”

Trailing 36-26 entering the final
quarter, Cranford still had a chance to
make a game of it. But the Cougars
were done in by their own mistakes.
During a critical stretch early in the
period, the Cougar offense turned the
ball over on five straight possessions.
Every turnover came in the form of an

errant pass that sailed out of bounds.
“Colonia did a nice job of putting

pressure on us and switching up de-
fenses,” said Cranford Head Coach
Sean Trotter. “I think since we were
losing at the time, our players got a
little skittish and started to rush on
offense a bit. We tried to force some
passes instead of being patient and
battling back in the game one posses-
sion at a time. Colonia is an experi-
enced, good team that made plays
when it mattered on the offensive and
defensive side of the ball.”

There was little doubt that Colonia’s
increase in intensity came at a critical
time in the contest.

“The key factor for us was when we
started to play a little bit more of an up
tempo defense,” said Rodriguez. “We
had the chance to run some traps and
got some deflections. That put us in a
position to get some points on the
board and that was something we
emphasized going into the game.”

The Patriots were able to extend
their 10-point lead to 19 as Cranford
struggled to get shots off. Leading 51-
33, Baker put the exclamation point
on the victory for Colonia with a slam
dunk that made it 53-33 with just
under three minutes remaining.
Valeriano scored his 1,000th career
point on a free throw late in the third
quarter which gave the Patriot fans
another reason to go into celebration
mode. Valeriano scored 14 points on
the night

“Luke is a guy who can do a lot of
things for us and he has throughout
the course of the season,” said
Rodriguez. “He can score thirty points

for you or he can settle into the back-
ground while someone else scores.
Between him and Chad Baker, it is
kind of like a Batman and Robin thing
where if one is on top of his game the
other is willing to be his sidekick.”

Goff led Cranford with nine points.
Ruka added seven points and pulled
down 10 rebounds. Joe Carrea tallied
seven points as well. Cranford gradu-
ates four seniors from this team: Ruka,
Kevin Donovan, Goff and Gaven
Bridgman.

“It was a tough ending but Colonia
is a very good team,” said Trotter.
“This group worked so hard and re-
ally accomplished a lot even though it
is not seen in our record. They took
this program into the direction that
we want it to be going. They battled in
every game this year no matter the
opponent. This group made my tran-
sition to head coach very easy and I
thank them for coming in every single
day ready to get better. They got bet-
ter every day and were a much better
team at the end of the year, than we
were in the beginning which is all that
I asked of them.”

Colonia would host fifth seeded
Snyder in the second round of the
playoffs.
Cranford   9 14   3 10 36
Colonia 14 15   7 20 56
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BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
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Wallpaper Installation
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FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES
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Cement Sidewalks
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Family Owned & Operated
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Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Harry's Painting &

Handy Man Services
Specializing in all types of

residential & commercial painting
interior and exterior

all types of roof repairs • driveway seal-coating
rotten wood repair specialist • sheet rock and ceiling repairs

gutter services • power washing
deck and fence restorations • concrete and cement work

Woodpecker Damage Repairs

Call 201-951-1810

for a free estimate

points.
“It wasn’t my best game and when-

ever I don’t have a good game, I work
on the rebounds because that’s all I
can do. I was just focusing on getting
the rebounds today and getting my
teammates the ball,” Pringle answered
humbly. “It’s good to get a rebound
and contribute that way and get it to
people, who can make those outside
shots and having their shots fall in.
Liz had literally 10 points in two
minutes.”

Toretta was also wicked under the

boards and pulled six rebounds.
“As a small guard, I always see the

small openings on the floor and know
where the ball is going to go once it
releases off the hands. And I got some
openings today to get the rebound and
put it back up or pass it to Lizzy,”
Toretta said.

Speer came through with six re-
bounds also.

“Sometimes in the beginning of the
game my shot was not falling, so I
really put my anger towards going for
the rebound. I can use my strength

and go for it and it worked for me
today,” Speer explained.

Williamson assumed the task of
hounding Tiger Danielle Alston and
did very well limiting her to just three
points. Carissa Reyes led the 14-11
Tigers with 10 points and teammates
Ava Myskowski and Heilah Ortiz each
netted eight points. Najah Abrams
scored six points.

What seemed to keep the Tigers
even close in the game was their free
throw shooting, hitting 11 of 13 in the
first three quarters, although they fal-
tered somewhat in the fourth quarter
sinking just three of eight to finish 14-
for-21 for 67 percent.

“We got a lot of fouls called against
us. It happens and the other team
made their foul shots,” Coach Dyer
commented.

The strategy of the Cougars in the
first quarter consisted of mostly long
and, fortunately for them, accurate
passes to an open teammate. All 12 of
the Cougars’ points came by way of
assists and this time Toretta was a
recipient of two of them when she
banged a pair of 3-pointers. With re-
spective inside assists from
Williamson and Speer, senior forward
Meghan Santarelli rolled in two lay-
ups. Toretta assisted Williamson on
the final two points of the quarter.
Reyes scored six of the Tigers’ eight
points.

Assists on inside cuts seemed to be
the Cougars’ choice in the second
quarter until McCaffery entered the
game and sank the first of her two 3-
pointers. The Cougars won the quar-
ter, 9-8, to lead 21-16 at the half.

The score between the two teams
widened when Speer opened the third
quarter with a 3-pointer, Pringle rolled
in a lay-up and Speer added a put-back
to give the Cougars a 28-16 lead. The
Tigers answered with a five-point run
then Toretta hit her third 3-pointer
prompting a timeout with 3:59 left in
the quarter. With five successful free
throws, the Tigers cut the lead to 31-27
then Katy Wheatly (4 points, 3 re-
bounds) hit for two points and
McCaffery added four more points on
respective assists from Pringle and
Kirsten Williams (2 points, 4 rebounds,
took a charge) to put Cranford on top,
37-27, entering the fourth quarter.

McCaffery, on an assist from
Toretta, found herself in the right spot
to open the fourth quarter with a 3-
pointer. Midway through the quarter
Toretta grabbed a defensive rebound,
spotted McCaffery way down court,
fired a long pass to her, resulting in
another two points and a 44-30
Cranford lead. As time was running
down, Williamson assisted McCaffery
on her seventh point of the quarter.

“I feel like we focused on the small
things and together we worked as a
team. We had selfless passes and we
looked for someone else to do some-
thing,” McCaffery said.

“They worked really hard. They
worked together as a team. They
worked hard on defense. They did
really good things,” Coach Dyer said.

Next for the Cougars would be a
match-up with top-seeded Chatham
on February 28.
Snyder   8   8 11 10 37
Cranford 12   9 16 11 48

Chatham Tops Cougars
In Sectionals, 51-31

The top-seeded Chatham High
School girls basketball team defeated
the eighth-seeded Cranford Cougars,
51-31,in a Cougars-verses-Cougars
match-up in Chatham on February
28. Michaela Ford with 14 points and
Shannon Donohoe with 10 points led
Chatham, while Maddie Hartnett and
Olivia Mathern each netted eight
points and Tess Ford contributed
seven points.

Gianna Toretta lead Cranford with
eight points, including a pair of 3-
pointers. Senior Lauren Williamson
also had eight points with one 3-
pointer. Elizabeth McCaffery and
Meghan Santarelli each nailed a 3-
pointer and KC Pringle put in five
points, including a 3-pointer. Olivia
Speer and Ellie Rokicki each added
two points.
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SMOTHERING THE LOOSE BALL...Cougar Kevin Donovan, floor, smothers a loose ball in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 game against the fourth-seeded Colonia Patriots in Colonia on February 26. The Patriots won 56-36.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PINCHED BETWEEN TIGERS...Cougar Elizabeth McCaffery, center, gets pinched between two Tigers in the North 2,
Group 3 game against Snyder. McCaffery led all scorers with 14 points, which included a pair of 3-pointers.


