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– Obituaries –

Elizabeth M. Fraga

Elizabeth Marie Fraga, 100, Beloved
Mother, Grandmother and Aunt

Elizabeth “Betty” Marie Fraga
(née Sallo), 100, passed away peace-
fully on Thursday, February 7, 2019,
in Westfield. Elizabeth was born on
May 29, 1918 to Carl
and Frances Sallo, im-
migrants from Czecho-
slovakia, at their home
in the Ironbound section
of Newark, N.J. She was
the tenth born of eleven
children, with her three
eldest siblings being
born in Czechoslovakia.

Elizabeth attended St.
Benedict’s Grammar
School in the Ironbound
section of Newark, af-
ter which she began
working for Western
Electric Company in
Jersey City, N.J. During World War
II, she worked on an assembly line
putting together transistor radios
for the war effort. Elizabeth mar-
ried Manuel Fraga in 1946 upon
his return from World War II. They
became parents to one daughter,
Francene, born in 1948.

Elizabeth was an active volun-
teer with the Rosary Society at St.
Benedict’s Church, and also chap-
eroned CYO dances. She partici-
pated in a bowling league for ten
years, and throughout her lifetime
enjoyed shows, plays and dining
and dancing in New York City.

After the passing of her husband
in 1968, Elizabeth earned her
driver’s license (at age 50) and
began working at Ohrbach’s De-
partment Store in Newark, N.J. She
ultimately followed the company
to Willowbrook Mall in Wayne,
N.J., where she worked until her
retirement in 1996.

Elizabeth then moved to

Westfield to be closer to her family
and her two grandchildren, whom
she adored. She enjoyed visits with
family and friends, and trips to

Atlantic City. She vol-
unteered her time cro-
cheting lap blankets,
baby caps and person-
alizing get-well cards
to be sent to the resi-
dents of local hospitals
and nursing homes.

Elizabeth was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Carl and Frances Sallo;
her beloved husband,
Manuel Fraga, and her
siblings, Joseph Sallo,
Anna Spanick, Mary
Jones, two twin girls,
Frank Sallo, Margaret

Hoelzel, Emily Sallo, Helen Smith
and Agnes “Judy” Manning.

She is survived by her loving
daughter, Francene Cordes, and her
husband, Steve, and her devoted
grandchildren, Bryan, his wife,
Erica, and Lauren. In addition to
her two grandchildren, she is an
aunt to 30 nieces and nephews,
great-aunt to 47 and great-great-
aunt to more than 20.

A Funeral Mass was celebrated
at the Parish Community of St.
Helen in Westfield, N.J. Burial
took place at Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery in East Hanover, N.J. Ar-
rangements were in the care of
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westf ie ld  Avenue,  N.J .
(www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com).

Donations may be made in
Elizabeth’s memory to Helping
Hands and Hearts, c/o St. Helen’s
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Genealogical Soc. to Learn
Tips For Organizing Data

WESTFIELD — The Genealogi-
cal Society of the West Fields
(GSWF) invites the public to join
Beverly Seward Yackel at its meet-
ing on Thursday, March 14, when
she will speak about “How to Or-
ganize Your Genealogy.” The meet-
ing will be held at 1 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

According to the GSWF, many
genealogy researchers have yet to
find an organizing method that
works for them. They have col-
lected lots of information on their
various families but those papers
are not in an order that makes sense.
All of that research accumulates
faster than some people manage to
document it and to file it away in an
organized manner. Keeping track
of the documents, notes, websites,
photographs and correspondence
related to one’s genealogy research
can be daunting.

Ms. Yackel will provide many
tips and suggestions for beginners
and those who have been research-
ing for years, such as creating a
home office;  recording vital
records onto family group sheets
and ancestor charts; developing a
workable filing system; keeping the
families of each of one’s direct

ancestors together; properly re-
cording census records; creating
different lists related to research,
with examples of nine different
forms provided on a handout; and
how to abstract all of one’s re-
search and create a file on a com-
puter.

Ms. Yackel is a past-president of
the Monmouth County Genealogy
Society and a member of its Edu-
cation Committee and Speakers
Bureau. She has spoken to many
groups in central and northern New
Jersey as well as Orange County,
N.Y. She enjoys helping others start
their genealogy research. Ms.
Yackel specializes in census re-
search, family history centers and
organizing genealogy records.

Second Here 2 Help Forum
To Focus on Teen Stress

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Fan-
wood-Scotch Plains-Westfield Here
2 Help Mental Health Coalition will
offer its second library forum aimed
at providing useful information re-
garding common stress and anxiety
concerns.

This presentation, entitled “Talking
to your Teen about Stress: How Par-
ents can Restore Calm,” will be held
on Thursday, March 21, from 7 to 8:30
p.m., at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary. Debra Ferro from Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center will guide a
panel of experts and provide parents
and caregivers with strategies to sup-
port their children. Liz Knodel-Gor-
don, the student assistance counselor
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district, and Breanna Willard from the
Dhammakaya International Medita-
tion Center in Scotch Plains, will par-
ticipate on the panel.

Like adults, adolescents may ex-
perience anxiety as a normal reac-
tion to stress. Attendees at the up-
coming forum will learn how to tell
if the anxiety their child is experi-
encing is outside the “norm”; how
to spot the signs (which may be
subtle); how they can help their
adolescent and when to seek pro-
fessional help.

Originally organized by the
Westfield and Fanwood-Scotch

Plains YMCAs, the mission of the
Here 2 Help Mental Health Coali-
tion is to improve community aware-
ness and understanding of mental
health issues through education, ba-
sic skills training and resource infor-
mation and to help break down bar-
riers that prevent people from seek-
ing care. Coalition members include
Caring Contact, High Focus, Imag-
ine, Jewish Family Service, Preven-
tion Links, Resolve Community
Counseling Center, representatives
of area school districts, municipali-
ties, clergy and other concerned citi-
zens and organizations. Information
about Here 2 Help can be found at
here2helpnj.org and on its Facebook
page, here2helpnj. Both are filled
with timely and important mental
health-related resource information.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. The
library presentations are free. Pre-
registration is not required but appre-
ciated. Interested persons are asked
to access https://www.eventbrite.com/
o/here-2-help-mental-health-forums-
18328722191.

For more information on Here 2
Help, contact Bonnie Cohen at
bcohen@westfieldynj.org or (908)
301-9622, extension no. 240, or Tracy
Crane at tcrane@fspymca.org or
(908) 889-8880, extension no. 116.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Olga diPierro, 87, Devoted to Family;
Enjoyed Beaches, Baking, Knitting

Scotch Plains Library Slates
Annual Giant Book Sale

Scotch Plains Library Plans
Memoir-Writing Series

SCOTCH PLAINS — Beginning
this month, local teacher and writer
Edie Scher will lead a series of mem-
oir-writing workshops at the Scotch
Plains Public Library. These work-
shops will guide participants through
the process of writing, editing and
compiling chapters in a supportive
environment.

This group will meet on select
Wednesdays from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Scheduled dates are: March 27, April
10, May 8 and 22, June 5 and 19, and
July 10 and 24. Registration is re-
quired, and space is limited. Priority
will be given to those who can com-
mit to most of the sessions.

Ms. Scher is a writer and teacher of
English, whose credits include national
publications The New York Times,
Country Living Magazine, Cat Fancy
Magazine, Runners World, Weight
Watchers Magazine, “McGraw Hill Lit-
erature Anthology,” “Cup of Comfort”
(first-prize story winner), “Chicken
Soup for the Soul” (four editions) and
other Hearst Publications.

For more information or to regis-
ter, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Friends of the Scotch Plains Public
Library will hold their annual Gi-
ant Book Sale this month to benefit
the library. The event will begin
with a children’s sale this Satur-
day, March 9, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., and continuing on Sunday,
March 10, from noon to 3 p.m.

The adult book sale will begin
with a members’ only presale on
Wednesday, March 13, from 4 to 8
p.m. New members may join at the
door. The open sale will begin on
Thursday, March 14, from 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m., and will continue on
Friday, March 15, with a half-price

sale from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A bag
sale on Saturday, March 16, will
conclude the sale.

The Friends are a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization devoted to sup-
porting the programming and de-
velopment of the library, and have
contributed $186,000 to the library
since the group’s inception in 1998.
Donations of clean, salable books,
CDs and DVDs for the sale can be
dropped off at the library through
Sunday, March 10. The Friends can-
not accept cassettes, textbooks,
manuals or encyclopedias. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe

Hypertension Clinic
On Tap at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, March
12, from 10 a.m. to noon. No registra-
tion is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Olga diPierro (née Balas) of Red
Bank, N.J., died peacefully on Tues-
day, February 26, 2019, at the age of
87. Daughter of Peter and Mary Balas
(née Vislocky), immi-
grants from Litmanová,
Slovakia, she grew up in
a cold-water flat in lower
Manhattan with her older
brothers, Peter and John.
Nearby, Trinity Church,
through its generosity to
the local immigrant com-
munity, became a sanctu-
ary and a center of grav-
ity for her whole life. Olga
graduated from Washing-
ton Irving High School.
She worked as a civilian
for the U.S. Army at its
Brooklyn Army Base, and
later for American Ex-
press at its headquarters on Broad-
way.

She married Charles Joseph
diPierro of Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1962 at
Trinity Church. They started a family
at their first home in Dyker Heights.

By 1969, she had moved with her
family to Westfield, N.J. There, she
lovingly and tirelessly raised her three
sons, often embarrassing them in front
of their friends with her hilarious,
spontaneous performances and col-
orful language. She also shouldered
the burden of care for her ailing mother
until Mary’s death in 1989. When her
children left for college, she spent
several years as an administrator at
the Union County Medical Society in

New Jersey.
In 2003 she and Charles retired to a

house they designed and built in Brielle,
N.J., to be near their grandchildren

and the beaches she al-
ways enjoyed. She pur-
sued her passions for bak-
ing, knitting, reading and
word games. After her
husband passed in 2013,
she moved to Red Bank,
N.J., where she lived until
her death.

She will be dearly
missed by her sons and
their wives, Charles and
Sara, Milan and
Michelle, and Nicolas
and Alyssa; her grand-
children, Alexa, Christo-
pher, Charles and Mary,
and all who knew her.

Two memorial gatherings will be
held, on Saturday, March 9, at 10
a.m., at the Chapel of All Saints,
Trinity Church Wall Street, 89 Broad-
way, New York, N.Y., and on Sunday,
March 10, at 11 a.m., at the Atrium at
Navesink Harbor, 40 Riverside Av-
enue, Red Bank, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
donating to these organizations as
Olga did in life:

Trinity Church Wall Street (https:/
/www.trinitywallstreet.org)

Doctors Without Borders (https://
www.doctorswithoutborders.org)

ALS of Greater New York (https:/
/www.als-ny.org).
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Joseph M. Kelley, Jr., Researcher,
VP, R&D, El Paso Polyolefins Co.

Joseph M. Kelley, Jr., 89, died on
Sunday, February 17, 2019.

He was born in Baltimore, Md., on
December 10, 1929 and attended
Loyola College in Maryland, where
he obtained a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemistry. He then at-
tended Fordham University, where
he obtained Master of Science and
Ph.D. degrees in Chemistry. He also
studied at New York University,
where he was awarded a degree in
Chemical Engineering. In 1955 he
married Margaret Joan Bradish, his
wife of 56 years, in Glendale, Cali-
fornia. In the same year he joined the
Esso Research and Engineering
Company, Chemical Research Divi-
sion as a research chemist in
polyolefins. He moved from New
York City to Cranford, N.J., then to
Westfield, N.J., where he resided for
over 60 years. In 1961 he joined
Rexall Chemical Company to form a
group to do laboratory research and
process development of polyolefins.
The company was a joint venture
between Rexall Drug, the newly
formed chemical company, and El
Paso Natural Gas to develop pro-
cesses for polypropylene and high-
pressure polyethylene, as well as
polystyrene and ABS. As a result of
this research several commercial
polyolefin processes were devel-
oped. The high-pressure polyethyl-
ene process was licensed to Nippon
Oil Company, UBE industries in Ja-
pan and Exxon in the U.S. The
polypropylene process was licensed
to Nigerian Oil Company, Bay In-
dustries, and a Japanese subsidiary
of Exxon. The Rexall laboratories
and high-pressure pilot plant were
established in Paramus, New Jersey.
Commercial high-pressure polyeth-
ylene and polypropylene plants were
built in Odessa, Texas, and an ABS
plant was built in Joliet, Illinois. For
the next decade Dr. Kelley’s time
was spent traveling between Texas,
New Jersey, Illinois and Japan. Tech-
nical support was provided to lic-
ensees in the form of technology
transfer and providing R&D to im-
prove the processes. Dr. Kelley was
promoted to vice-president of R&D
with responsibility for the company’s

Paramus and Odessa R&D laborato-
ries, with the Paramus laboratories
and personnel ultimately being trans-
ferred to Odessa. At this point he
established his own consulting busi-
ness in polyolefin and chlorine diox-
ide chemistry. His initial polyolefin
assignment was with a group from
Detroit Plastic Molding Company to
select and build a polypropylene
plant. The Mitsui process for
polypropylene was selected and the
plant was completed at Marysville,
Michigan, and produced polypropy-
lene at the specification design rates.
He worked with International Diox-
ide in chlorine dioxide chemistry.
He developed a process for a prod-
uct called “stabilized chlorine diox-
ide,” and was co-inventor of a slow
process for producing large quanti-
ties of chlorine dioxide gas by the
reaction of chlorine gas with a solu-
tion of sodium chlorite. International
Dioxide was eventually sold to the
DuPont Co. He holds numerous pat-
ents assigned to Exxon, Dart, Rexall,
International Dioxide and his own
company.

He and his wife enjoyed traveling
and visited over 42 countries and
enjoyed playing golf and tennis. He
was predeceased by his wife, Marga-
ret, in December 2011.

He is survived by his loving children,
James (Janis) Kelley of Massachusetts
and Connecticut, Steven Kelley of New
Jersey and Susan (George) Stevenson
of New York, and four grandchildren
whom he loved dearly, Shannon Kelley,
Gina Kelley, Brendan Stevenson and
Weston Stevenson.

In lieu of flowers, the family
would appreciate any donations to
the Margaret Bradish Endowed
Chemistry Scholarship, Mount St.
Mary’s College, 10 Chester Place,
Los Angeles, CA 90007-2518.

Dr. Kelley and his family would
like to extend special thanks to his
caregiver, Katerina, for her many
years of dedicated service.

Private arrangements are by
Dooley Colonial Funeral Home in
Westfield. For additional informa-
tion or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Olga diPierro

Madeleine Sanford, 18, Honor Student;
Avid Volunteer, Camper and Counselor
On March 3, 2019, Madeleine

(Maddie) Marie Sanford, 18, died
peacefully at home. Maddie endured
a lot since the diagnosis
of a rare brain tumor in
September 2017. Her last
fight is over and she defi-
nitely won.

Maddie was a creative
and curious young
woman who loved art,
photography, poetry,
movies, NPR, animals,
and the Earth. She was an
avid student of Latin,
anthropology, history and
politics. She was passion-
ate about being a camper
and counselor at Aloha
Camp in Fairlee, Vt.,
where she appreciated the
focus on being one’s best self. She
was a big fan of Charles Darwin, Jane
Goodall, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and
David Sedaris. One of her favorite
pastimes was to listen to the radio
show The Moth. Maddie volunteered
at the Westfield Library in the
Children’s section and the Miller-
Cory House Museum in Westfield.
She attended FlexSchool and
Westfield High School, from which
she was graduated as a member of the
National Honor Society. She was ac-
cepted to, and will receive an honor-
ary degree from, Reed College in
Portland, Ore. With the help of The
Make-A-Wish Foundation, Maddie
visited the Galápagos Islands in the
summer of 2018, which is considered
one of the world’s foremost destina-
tions for wildlife-viewing. It was truly

a wish come true!
She leaves behind her devoted par-

ents, Alexandra (Richards) Sanford
and Tom Sanford. She is
also survived by, and will
be deeply missed by, her
brother, Christian
Sanford; stepmother,
Jodi Hutchison-Sanford,
of Westfield, N.J.; her
grandmother, Helen F.
Richards of Chappaqua,
N.Y.; her grandfather,
Fred Sanford of Milford,
Conn.; her aunt, Peggy
Richards, and her long-
time partner, Steve
Heffner, of Sun Valley,
Idaho; her uncle, Robert
Richards, and his wife,
Josiane, of Hampstead,

N.C.; her aunt, Marie Sanford of
New York, N.Y., and her stepsiblings,
Elizabeth and Thomas Costello. She
is further survived by many cousins,
family members and friends who
loved her dearly. Maddie is prede-
ceased by her grandmother, Anita
Sanford, and grandfather, Robert H.
Richards.

Visitation is on Wednesday, March
6, from 4 to 8 p.m., at the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, we ask that you
consider a donation to the Aloha Foun-
dation, which runs the summer camp
in Vermont where Maddie spent many
of her happiest days (https://
alohafoundation.org/).
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Dr. Bruce L. Malcolm, Sr., Practiced
Dentistry In Westfield For 40 Years

Dr. Bruce Leslie Malcolm, Sr., 94,
husband of Diana Jeanne Muschert
Malcolm, of 205 Bud Nalley Drive,
Easley, S.C., passed away on Tues-
day, February 26, 2019, at his home.

A native of Elizabeth, N.J., Dr.
Malcolm was the son of the late Tal-
bot M. Malcolm, Sr. and Margaret
Elizabeth Richart Malcolm. He was a
veteran of the U.S. Army, having
served in World War II. Dr. Malcolm
practiced dentistry for 40 years in
Westfield, N.J. He was a Past Master
of Atlas Pythagoras Masonic Lodge
and Crescent Shrine Temple in Tren-
ton, N.J. Dr. Malcolm was a member
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, N.J.

In addition to his wife, Dr. Malcolm
is survived by his son, Bruce L.

Malcolm, Jr. of Vero Beach, Fla.;
daughters, Kate Malcolm of Phoe-
nix, Ariz., Bonnie Chizmadia of Patel,
Tex., and Laurie Tillinghast of Ply-
mouth, Mass.; extended family, Ed-
ward Gleadall of Loganville, Ga.,
and Danielle Reed of Roselle Park,
N.J.; sister, Margaret Smith of
Chestertown, Md.; five grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
3 p.m. on Wednesday, March 13,
2019, at the Foothills Community
Chapel in Easley, S.C. Interment will
be held at a later date in New Jersey.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be made to Shriners Hospitals for
Children-Greenville, 950 West Faris
Road, Greenville, S.C. 29605.
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Madeleine M. Sanford

Zero-Waste Economy
To Be Topic Tonight

WESTFIELD — The Network for
Responsible Public Policy and
Westfield High School will sponsor
“Handling Our Trash: Getting To A
Circular Carbon Economy” this
evening, Thursday, March 7, from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m., at the high school.
Doors open at 7 p.m. Westfield High
School is located at 550 Dorian Road.

The director of Rutgers University’s
nationally-recognized EcoComplex,
a center of innovation that moves
clean energy inventions from the lab
to the marketplace, will speak on how
to develop a zero-waste economy at
Westfield High School.

Serpil Guran, Ph.D., is one of three
experts who will participate in the
forum. The other speakers are Mat-
thew Civello, a member of the Man-
hattan Solid Waste Advisory Board,
and Amanda Nesheiwat, environ-
mental director and recycling coor-
dinator for Secaucus, who will serve
as moderator. The forum is free, but
a donation of $10 (tax-deductible) is
suggested. Interested persons are
asked to RSVP at nfrpp.org.


