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Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready to Assist You 

Every Step of the Way.

Extraordinary Professionals. 

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPFD FUNDRAISER...Township officials and others joined Scotch Plains Fire Chief John Lestarchick, pictured at left, at
a fire department fundraiser last Thursday at the Stage House Tavern. Pictured with Mr. Lestarchick, from left to right, are:
Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Maryann Matteo, Township Manager Al Mirabella, Mayor Alexander Smith and Deputy
Township Manager Margaret Heisey.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRAZEE RENOVATIONS CONTINUE...Members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club's Frazee House committee examine information about the ongoing
renovations to the Revolutionary War-era house at the corner of Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road during an update held for the community last week.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING OUR RESCUE SQUAD...People fill up on pancakes and sau-
sages at last month’s pancake breakfast sponsored by the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad.

Frazee House Exterior
To Be Finished In June

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – It is antici-
pated that most of the exterior reno-
vations and upgrades to the historic
Frazee House will be completed by
early June.

Andrew Calamaras, president of
the board of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Frazee House, the group
that has been organizing and oversee-
ing the renovations, briefed a group
of two dozen last week about the
progress that has been made in restor-
ing the Revolutionary War-era house.

“It’s taken a long time to get to this
point,” he said, noting that initial ef-
forts to preserve the structure began
in 2005. Legend has it that after the
Battle of the Short Hills in 1777,
British troops marching past the
Frazee House, located at the corner
of Raritan Road and Terrill Road,
smelled bread that Betty Frazee was
baking. When two generals asked her
for a loaf of bread, she offered it to
them, with the caveat that, “I give you
this bread through fear, not in love.”
Hearing this, the British generals then
left in a huff without taking any bread.

Due to a shortfall in funding, Mr.
Calamaras said a few items on the
house’s exterior will not be done as
planned, but that he expects the out-
side of the building, except for the
windows, will be finished in three
months’ time. He estimated the total
cost of the exterior work will end up
being about $750,000.

He showed attendees a series of
color photographs detailing some of
the exterior work as well as some of
the craftsmanship involved in mak-
ing new support beams and supports
for the house that replicate some of
the building’s original appearance.
He said one of the house’s two chim-
neys is in “good shape” while the
other is “more problematic” and will

require further attention. Part of the
roof is set to be covered in shingles. Mr.
Calamaras also showed sketches of a
small building next to the Frazee House
that will contain restroom facilities.

Plans for the house’s interior are
still being formulated, with the pre-
liminary thinking being that the two
rooms on the first floor will be used
for displays and for meetings or other
uses by the public. He said the kitchen
area will likely be kept as it was
during the Frazee era. “We’re trying
to be as historically accurate as we
can,” he said. As for the building’s
upper floors, Mr. Calamaras said plans
have not yet been formulated, but he
noted a great deal of interest by his-
torical architects who may want to
use that space to study architectural
styles from several hundred years ago.

The house’s basement has been
refurbished and is now completely
dry. But it will not be accessible to the
public given that it is slightly higher
than a crawl space, making it difficult
for anyone to stand in it. But it can be
viewed from the stairwell leading to it
from the kitchen, and Mr. Calamaras
said he hopes it can be viewed by
visitors from that vantage point.

Concluding his presentation, Mr.
Calamaras answered his own ques-
tion about what it will take to com-
plete the renovations by saying, sim-
ply, “money.” He noted that the Frazee
House group has secured state and
county grants along with money from
private donations and from the town-
ship government. He estimated that
another $500,000 will be needed to
complete the interior work on the
house before an endowment will be
created to support the upkeep and
operations of the house once it is
open to the public.

He said the public can donate by
visiting the group’s website at
frazeehouse.org.

Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time

Sunday, March 10 at 2 a.m.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINTER IS ALMOST OVER...A snowy weekend with storms on Friday and
Sunday nights resulted in snowblowers, shovels and plows being powered up,
including on Donato Circle in Scotch Plains. Winter officially ends in two weeks.

Fanwood Council Discusses
Recycling Contract Renewal

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A discussion re-
garding the borough’s upcoming con-
tract for the recycling program was
held at the Monday agenda-setting
meeting of Fanwood’s mayor and
council.

Fanwood Chief Financial Officer
Frederick Tomkins said the current

contract with the Plainfield Munici-
pal Utilities Authority (PMUA) will
be up in July and that presently infor-
mation is being gathered on all recy-
cling programs.

Mr. Tomkins noted that the cost for
recycling companies to operate has
significantly risen, so to find a con-
tract like the current recycling
program’s contract is “next to impos-
sible.”

Mr. Tomkins stated that other recy-
cling companies such as the Colgate
Recycling Company based out of New
Brunswick also were being re-
searched.

Multiple governing body members,
including Mayor Colleen Mahr, noted
that the neighboring municipality of
Clark had just started a new recycling
program and that a contact to inquire
about that program would be made.

In other business, there was a dis-
cussion regarding tonight’s scheduled
Plainfield Planning Board meeting
where a proposal for preliminary and
final site-plan approval to construct a
Wawa food market/gas station on
South Avenue near Terrill Road is to
be heard.

According to the applicant, South
Terrill Urban Renewal, LLC, 1444-

1470 South Avenue and 512-516
Terrill Road would be the location for
the food mart/gas station. It was re-
ported that the project would include
the property where Giovanna’s Res-
taurant now sits but would not in-
clude the lot at the south corner of
Terrill Road that currently is occu-
pied by a 7-Eleven.

The proposal has been reported to
include six gas pumps with three
kiosks.

Council members questioned why
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP-F BOE Budget to Rise By
1.73 Percent to $96.8 Mil.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The proposed
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education operating budget would
increase school spending to
$96,758,099, representing a 1.73-
percent or $1,646,721 increase from
last year’s $95,111,378 operating
spending plan. The budget was un-
veiled at Thursday’s board meeting.

Deborah Saridaki, the board’s busi-
ness administrator and board secre-
tary, said during her presentation that
the tentative budget includes a 2.35-
percent increase in salaries as well as
a 4.89-percent increase in employee
benefits. Other increases included a
7.33-percent increase in placing dis-
trict students in programs outside the
district to either match a student’s
Individualized Education Program
(IEP) or to attend programs at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools (UCVTS). In addition, Mrs.
Saridaki reported that there was a
.01-percent increase in facilities main-
tenance of the buildings and grounds
of the district’s schools.

Mrs. Saridaki also noted that capi-

tal expenditures, which include such
items as land, furniture, new equip-
ment or machinery, are down 34.13
percent.

The other expenditures line also is
down by 12.15 percent. Items in-
cluded in the other expenses line in-
clude such things as all classroom
and office supplies, all computer soft-
ware, textbooks, clubs and other ex-
tracurricular activities, testing mate-
rials, nursing supplies, postage,
teacher workshops and training, legal
and audit expenses, telephone costs
and Internet access, occupational,
physical and speech therapy, and gen-
eral liability, vehicle, fire and student
accident insurance.

Mrs. Saridaki also noted that ap-
proximately seven additional teach-
ers were included in the new budget
in the areas of elementary teachers,
basic-skills teachers, speech teach-
ers, special-education teachers and
student aides. It also was noted that
new textbooks were slated for el-
ementary language arts, Algebra II
online editions and geography for
sixth grade.

Twp. Council Approves Jerusalem
Road Redevelopment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved a
redevelopment plan for a nearly three-
acre parcel of property on Jerusalem
Road that will help the municipal
government meet its affordable-hous-
ing obligations.

The development, located across
from Scotch Hills Country Club and
abutting the Heather Glen develop-
ment, will consist of 18 apartment
units, two stacked townhomes and 25
townhouse units, according to plan-
ner Michael Mistretta. He briefed the
council on the plan prior to its adop-
tion and said that nine units in the

development — seven of the apart-
ments and two of the townhome units
— will be tagged as affordable units.

The 2.8 acres are deep lots that
stretch from Jerusalem Road to the
rear of the Heather Glen neighbor-
hood to the east, with a sliver of a
right-of-way in between that also will
be merged into the lot. Mr. Mistretta
noted that both lots presently are used
as contractors’ storage yards, with
equipment and storage sheds scat-
tered around along with debris and
broken blacktop. An underground
storm water pipe also will be repaired
by the developer. Mayor Alexander
Smith said the development will be “a
significant improvement” of the prop-

erty.
At the council’s Tuesday, March

19 meeting, the redevelopment plan
for the Bowcraft Amusement Park
site will be introduced. The 12.6-acre
property on Route 22 is slated for 190
apartments and 10 townhomes, with
35 of those units being designated as
affordable housing.

In other business, the council
adopted the 2019 sewer utility rates,
which will increase slightly in order
to finance upgrades to two aging pump
stations on the south side of town.
The rates are set out in several tiers
and increase as more water is con-
sumed. For residential properties, the
rate will be $190 for up to 27,500
gallons of water consumed per year,
$270 for 27,501 gallons to 76,000
gallons, $295 for 76,001 gallons to
200,000 gallons, $330 for 200,001
gallons to 300,000 gallons and $405
for more than 300,000 gallons. For
non-residential properties, the rates
are $190 for the first 27,500 gallons
and $270 for any volume above
27,500 gallons.

The council also awarded a con-
tract to Acacia Financial Group to
provide financial analysis and review
of redevelopment plans and work with
the municipal government on the fi-
nancial aspects of redevelopment
projects. Redevelopment coordina-
tor Thomas Strowe called the new
relationship with Acacia a key com-
ponent as the township moves for-
ward with financial agreements with
developers.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil congratulated Liam Christman and
Timothy Lamberta on achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts
of America. Additionally, Sister
Percylee Hart, principal of Union
Catholic High School, was honored
for being selected to serve as the
grand marshal of this year’s Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade.


