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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Somewhere between my wild youth
and the acquiescence to middle class
mediocrity if not respectability, there was
my bachelor pad era. The Cohens, a child-
less couple who had no designs on a
single-family home until they inherited
one, had relinquished their pink apart-
ment on Pingry Place. And thus, after a
bribe, unbeknownst to me, from my Mom
to the super, the digs were mine. I later
learned that said financial inducement
was followed by regular sub-rosa gratu-
ities in return for information on yours
truly’s comings and goings. In Mom’s
defense, I think she had a FISA warrant.
And yes, this indulgent preamble has
everything to do with director Nisha
Ganatra’s smartly funny Late Night.

You see, my best friend Bob and I
spent the better part of several weeks in
the newly acquired apartment, aided by
the creativity-stimulating sources of the
day, arduously trying to figure out how
best to transform the space from Cohen
Pink to Goldberger, well, just what? Fin-
ishing second in the sweepstakes was an
Italian restaurant motif, wherein several
square tables with red checkered table
cloths would be complemented by walls
adorned in murals depicting the food-
famous landscapes of Tuscany. The think-
ing was that since I had no etchings to
show should a young lady wish to visit
my chambers for an après-theater glass of
Chianti, my bistro would surely prove an
appropriately adequate conversation
piece.

But then, spurred by the late-night TV
format Johnny Carson was each evening
shaping into an iconic form of Americana
right before our eyes, it occurred to us:
What better conversation piece than a
talk-show set? Simple enough: a desk, a
few comfortable chairs and a microphone
or two. To digress now, because it is my
theory that the best parts of literature are
penned in smatterings of digression, the
essence of the late-night talk show is
much more than what is visible to the
drowsy eye. It is about the magic that can
exist within the art of conversation. And
in Late Night, Emma Thompson as TV
host Katherine Newbury, a practitioner
in that black art, illustriously takes us
behind the smoke and mirrors of keeping
folks up past their bedtime.

Of course, it’s only dramatically proper
that we meet her at a watershed that
practically every famous showbiz person
fears will one day rear its ugly head.
Ratings have been steadily plummeting
and Katherine’s boss, Caroline, portrayed
with Angel of Death resolve by Amy
Ryan, has informed that this is our girl’s

last season behind the desk. Oh
my…what’s a selfish egotist, albeit a
very talented, selfish egotist, who cares
only about her show and her recently
ailing husband, superbly portrayed by
John Lithgow, to do? Well, the short
answer is to hire your first female writer
in the personage of Mindy Kaling’s Molly
Patel and hopefully get a new, young
perspective on things that’ll once again
make you relevant to the Great Unwashed.

It only follows since this movie fea-
tures Emma Thompson, a thespic trea-
sure who rarely appears in films that
don’t get into the important grist of some-
thing or other, that she and co-star Kaling
regale us with a pertinently entertaining
update on the women’s struggle for equal
rights. The inherently fair perspective of
it all is that Katherine, prior to hiring a
female writer, and even then solely as a
token gesture, hadn’t given it a moment’s
thought that all her writers were men.
Business was business, and fact was, up
until push came to shove, she rarely met
with her writers, let alone made an effort
to learn their names.

Granted, the plot is rather predictable
once the premise is established. Still, by
this time we’ve developed a vested inter-
est in both Katherine and Molly, and
good form dictates that we see them
through to what we hope will be a happy
resolution. But hark, there’s a bonus in
Miss Thompson’s studious dissection of
the media phenomenon known as the
Late Night TV Host. She personifies how
it’s about being able to connect to an
adoring public with the seamless cer-
tainty of a Bluetooth pairing. And, plac-
ing a cherry atop the dramatic configura-
tions, Miss Thompson and Mr. Lithgow
as the long-dedicated couple convince us
that true sentiment can flourish even in an
environment fraught with cutthroats and
charlatans.

Supplying a likeable counterbalance
to Thompson’s live wire, Miss Kaling’s
Molly is at once sweet yet not without her
own estimable ambitions. And, per job
description, the gaggle of male writers
who naturally must give the female novi-
tiate a hard time, deliver a chorus-like
stream of comedy relief.

The witty and informatively progres-
sive Late Night proves a sociological
microcosm of just one front—specifi-
cally, workplace equality—in the peren-
nial war between the sexes. That it still
rages on is to laugh, and then again, no
laughing matter.

Late Night, rated R, is an Amazon
Studios release directed by Nisha Ganatra
and stars Emma Thompson, Mindy Kaling
and John Lithgow. Running time: 102
minutes.

Late Night
Funny Business

3 popcorns

Blast Off to Summer at
Fanwood Library

FANWOOD — This year marks
the 50th anniversary of the Apollo
11 moon landing and the Fanwood
Library is marking the occasion with
a host of space-related activities for
children, teens and adults.

On July 18, at 6:30 p.m. the library
presents From Apollo to Tomorrow—
What’s Next for Human Space Travel,
with Paul Cirillo. Learn what’s been
accomplished since Apollo 11 and
hear about the space programs
planned by the U.S., China, Russia
and four U.S. companies. Space gate-
ways, moon bases, a journey to Mars
and space tourism will be presented.

Monday Nights on the Library
Lawn continue each week at 7 p.m.
through July 29. The Traveling Lan-
tern Theatre Company performs July
1, The Wollman-Jazz Quartet is back
by popular demand on July 8, on July
15, it’s all about Rocket Science and
on July 22, kids can climb aboard an
inflatable Space Shuttle. On July 29,
Jedi Master Panniken Moonjumper
will be here to train young Jedi heroes
and heroines in the ways of the force.

Kids age six through 12 can sign up
for a week-long summer reading club
and younger children can attend

weekly Early Literacy Programs.
Check the library website for the
schedule and sign up information.

Teens and tweens entering grades
5 and up can join in for spacey crafts
on Tuesdays in July at 4 p.m. July 9
is Space Totes, July 16 is Paper Cir-
cuit Constellations, and on July 23
kids will create Vision Journals.
Teens can try our Oreo Moon Chal-
lenge on July 11 at 3 p.m.

Girls entering grades 5 through 8
can sign up for our Girls STEM
Workshops on Fridays from 3 p.m.
to 5 p.m. from July 26 through Au-
gust 16. Sign up for one or all ses-
sions, which are led by Union County
Magnet School student Raaka
Mukhopadhyay.

Beginning June 24, teens and
adults can enter the Reading Raffle
each time they check out a book.
Earn two entries if your book is about
space. Prizes awarded in August.

Summer Reading Club activities
and events are sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Library.
Please visit our website for more
information about these and other
programs at
www.fanwoodlibrary.org.

Sara Parmigiani of Cranford
Exhibits at Pearl St. Gallery

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to present an exhibit of pho-
tographs by Sara Parmigiani in the
gallery space at the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, located at 633 Pearl Street in
Elizabeth. A selection of her work
entitled “Floral Vignettes: A Study of
Color and Form” is on display at the
Pearl Street Gallery until August 9.
Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. weekdays.

“Ms. Parmigiani has a unique vi-
sion of nature’s ability to form bril-
liant colors and sharp contrasts,” said
Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski. “If you are in midtown
Elizabeth, please stop by and take
some time to experience these com-
pelling images.”

Sara Parmigiani earned her Bach-
elor in Fine Arts at Fairleigh Dickinson
University, Rutherford, N.J., and a
Masters in Arts for Museum Studies
from Seton Hall University, South
Orange, N.J. She is currently the Cu-
rator of Fleetwood Camera Museum
in North Plainfield and the Ballantine
House Technician for the Newark
Museum.

Exhibiting throughout New Jersey,
Ms. Parmigiani’s recent shows in-
clude Flower Portraits, Art Space at
the Warren Township Library; Uni-
verse in a Flower, Highland Park Li-

brary; Ocean Grove Gardens, North
Edison Library; and a Group Show at
Somerset County Cultural and Heri-
tage Gallery. She won First Prize in
the Floral Category, Ocean Grove
Chamber of Commerce.

Ms. Parmigiani said of her work,
“One of my early interests in photog-
raphy was to create images of archi-
tectural details and found objects in
black and white. However, I kept
going back to photographing flow-
ers. I found that the flower images
gave me the most joy. I love the

vibrant colors and beautiful shapes.
When photographing flowers I focus
on the lines, color, and negative space
within the composition.”

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more informa-
tion about the Pearl Street Gallery or
other programs, please contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl St., Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07202. Telephone (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay users can dial
711. E-mail to:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Pink Orchid by Sara Parmigiani

Premiere Play Fest Winner
The Wake Opens July 11

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will present Tammy Ryan’s
The Wake Thursday, July 11, through
July 28, in Kean University’s Bauer
Boucher Theatre Center, located at
Vaughn Eames Hall, 1000 Morris Av-
enue, Union, N.J. Recently selected
from 659 submissions as the winner of
the 2019 Premiere Play Festival, The
Wake will feature actors James Gushue,
Wayne Maugans, Kathy McCafferty
and Kelley Rae O’Donnell. John J.
Wooten, producing artistic director of
Premiere Stages, directs.

In Ms. Ryan’s powerful and affecting
new work, Maggie and Rosemary rent
a beach house in Florida to scatter their
sister’s ashes six months after her death,
only to find themselves and their re-
spective partners staring down a hurri-
cane. As the storm begins to rage, strange
encounters with wildlife signal some-
thing more is going on. Filled with
humor and heart, The Wake explores
grief, family, and America’s shifting
cultural and environmental climates.

A resident of Pittsburgh, Ms. Ryan’s
work has appeared locally at Premiere

Stages and Luna Stage in West Orange,
and regionally at Pittsburgh Playhouse,
29th Street Rep and Florida Stage. She
is a former recipient of the American
Theatre Critics Association’s Francesca
Primus Prize for her play Lost Boy
Found in Whole Foods, which was
originally developed and produced at
Premiere. The Wake marks Ms. Ryan’s
fourth collaboration with the theatre,
and will be directed by Mr. Wooten,
who also helmed the New Jersey Pre-
miere of Ms. Ryan’s acclaimed play,
Soldier’s Heart.

The accomplished Actors’ Equity
Association cast includes James
Gushue, previously seen on
television’s “Guiding Light” and
“Law and Order: SUV”; Wayne
Maugans, whose distinguished re-
gional credits include The Glass Me-
nagerie at Yale Rep and True West at
Two River Theater in Red Bank;
Kathy McCafferty, recently seen in
the Broadway Tour of The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night Time
and the American Premiere of John
Cleese’s Bang Bang!; and Kelley Rae
O’Donnell, who recently appeared in
Occupied Territories at 59E59 and
the 10x10 New Play Festival at
Barrington Stage Company.

Audience members are invited to
engage more deeply with Ms. Ryan’s
play in Premiere’s free talkbacks fol-
lowing select matinee performances.

The Wake performances take place
Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m., Sat-
urdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sun-
days at 3 p.m. Tickets are $30 stan-
dard, $20 for senior citizens and Kean
alumni and staff, and $15 for students
and patrons with disabilities. Signifi-
cant discounts for groups of eight or
more apply. To make reservations,
please call (908) 737-7469 or visit
www.premierestagesatkean.com.

Tammy Ryan

Vivid Tulip by Sara Parmigiani

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI…Ted Schlosberg, Ed.D., receives his award on June
6 of his induction into the Hall of Distinguished Alumni from the New Brunswick
Education Foundation for his outstanding accomplishments in the Arts.

Culture Crawl Summer Dance Concert
With Workshops Happening Fri-Sun
RAHWAY — Nikola Palivoda and

the Rahway Arts and Business Part-
nership (RABP) are joining up to
present the 2nd annual Culture Crawl
Summer Dance Concert (CCSDC)
at the UCPAC’s Hamilton Stage! The
CCSDC is a variety show where dif-
ferent kinds of dancers and groups
come together for a weekend of
dance. A small team of local artists
have been selected by Nikola to set
and develop original Modern and
Contemporary works with the en-
semble dancers, while the RABP has
organized local dance groups to fea-
ture other genres including Hip Hop,

Belly Dance, Jazz and Broadway.
Ticket prices are $18 online or $20
at the door. See www.ucpac.org for
more.

In addition to the performances,
workshops will be taught by the cho-
reographers before and between the
shows. Audience members will have
the opportunity to learn from and
work with the choreographers and
dancers of the production! More in-
formation on this will be forthcom-
ing.

Showtimes are Friday, June 28, 8
p.m.; Saturday, June 29, 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. and Sunday, June 30, 2 p.m.

 

 

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS  JULY 2019   
Closed July 4 for Independence Day 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am-9:00 pm  Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm   

Closed Sundays for the Summer  

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS— 
CHECK WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS* 

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS AND TEENS:  
CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP INFO & ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.  

7/2  7:00 pm Trivia Night for Teens & Adults-Teams or Singles 

7/11 10:30 am Chair Yoga with Lorraine Harwelik 

7/12  1:30 pm TGIF! Movie: “Julia” 

7/16  1:00 pm Make a Bird Nest Necklace Craft* 

7/17  7:00 pm “Verily, Madly, Thine” Shakespeare Theatre* 

7/19  1:30 TGIF! “Andrew Wyeth” video 

7/26  1:30 TGIF! Classic Movie: “Chef” 

7/29  7:00 pm Celebrate 50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing 

7/31  7:00 pm Gordon James Quartet: Down Yonder Songs 

7/8, 15, 22, 29 10:00 am Yoga Storytime 2-4 yrs w/caregiver 

7/8, 15, 22, 29 10:30 am Yoga Tales 5+years 

7/9, 16, 23, 30 10:30 am Feeling Crafty 4+ years 

7/9, 16, 23, 30  7:00 pm Pajama Storytime All ages welcome 

7/10, 17, 24, 31 10:00 am Zumba Fun 2+ years w/caregiver 

7/10  7:00 pm Drive-In Movie Night 4+years 

7/11, 18, 25 10:00 am Move ‘n Groove 2+ years w/caregiver 

7/12, 19, 26 10:00 am Baby Playgroup 0-23 months w/caregiver 

7/17, 31   3:00 pm Afternoon LEGO Club 5+year 

7/25  2:00 pm A Universe of Fun All ages welcome 

7/30  7:00 pm Stuffed Animal Sleepover    

All ages welcome with caregiver 
w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

The Leader/Times Website Provides Robust Features to Assist You!

Subscribe to Our Papers

 Change Your Address

Submit a Paid Bulletin

Publish a Photo

 Place a Classified Ad

 Post Community News

List Your Organization

Place an Obituary Notice

Submit a Wedding Announcement

Search Past Editions

Place a Legal Notice

 Search Our Video Library

Goleader.com

OPEN
24 HOURS

‘Country on Quimby’ Kicks
Off Sweet Sounds Downtown

WESTFIELD – Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) be-
gins its 23rd year of Sweet Sounds
Downtown Music Festival every
Tuesday night in July and August.
This year, there are some exciting
new changes which include even more
genres of music.

On opening night, Tuesday, July 2,
from 7 to 9 p.m. along with the three
other Sweet Sounds Downtown band
locations, Quimby Street will be
closed to traffic so spectators can
enjoy “Country on Quimby,” featur-
ing a country performance by Nikki
Briar and the Sweet Briar Band, along
with line dancing.

While performing over 220 shows
a year, this Ms. Briar has the heart of
a country music superstar. Ms. Briar
has opened up for national and inter-
national acts such as Tim McGraw,
Billy Currington, Parmalee, LoCash,

Blackjack Billy, Outshyne, Steven Lee
Olson, Meghan Linsey, Chase Bryant,
Chris Janson, Rodney Atkins, Granger
Smith, Cassadee Pope, the Outlaws,
Blackhawk, Blackberry Smoke, Old
Southern Moonshine Revival and Big
Country. She also is a songwriter and
has released several albums.

Three other location will have the
music of Bradford Hayes, jazz saxo-
phonist at 137 Central Avenue, Carrie
Jackson, jazz vocalist at 170 Elm
Street, and 3rd Gear, a local spotlight
blues/rock band at Foundation Park
at 439 South Avenue West.

Sweet Sounds Downtown Music
Festival takes place every Tuesday
night from 7 to 9 p.m. in Downtown
Westfield, (rain date Wednesdays)
with four performances each night.
Visit www.WestfieldToday.com for a
full schedule of all the 2019 perfor-
mances.


