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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kaplow Named County
Baseball Coach of Year

Dave Kaplow knew what he wanted
to do with his life about 10 years ago.

He was graduating from Drew Uni-
versity when he “got the teaching-
coaching bug.”

Kaplow, who will turn 30 in late
July, began substitute teaching while
spending a year as an assistant at Drew.

“That was when I knew I wanted to
be a teacher and coach baseball,” said
Kaplow, who recently was named the
Union County Baseball Coach of the
Year for the job he did at David
Brearley Regional in Kenilworth.

“From subbing,” he said, “I began
working as an instructional assistant
in special education classes, which
eventually led me to becoming a spe-
cial education teacher.”

Kaplow spent a year coaching the
middle school in Kenilworth, a year
as an assistant at Oratory Prep, a year
as the head coach at Cardinal
McCarrick in South Amboy (the team
went 13-7 a year after a four-win
season), then he came to Brearley in
2015 as the junior varsity coach. His
JV teams went 23-15 before he took
over the varsity in 2018.

“We struggled that first year, going
5-16,” Kaplow said. “We walked too
many hitters and we didn’t make
enough routine plays. We blew eight
games in the late innings.”

Which made this season’s 14-9
record, and playing in the North 2,
Group 1 sectional championship game
for the first time in 10 years, all the
more remarkable.

“We improved a lot,” he said. “Our
team batting average was up almost
100 points. Our pitchers walked 50
less hitters and struck out 50 more
hitters. And we lowered our team
earned-run-average from 5.07 to 2.62.”

Kaplow credits the top-notch coach-
ing in Union County among his major
influences, along with playing under
Bob Brewster at WHS.

“There are so many great coaches
in the county,” Kaplow said. “I’ve
learned stuff from just playing against
them and seeing how they achieved
success. It’s also very cool to receive
the same honor that Brew has re-
ceived numerous times, and the past
two years. Playing for him were some
of the most memorable times of my
life. Our (county) championship run
in 2006 was unforgettable.”

Brewster remembers Kaplow as
somebody who battled for anything
he got.

“David was one of the hardest work-
ing players I ever coached,” Brewster

WHS graduate Dave Kaplow, the sec-
ond-year head baseball coach at David
Brearley Regional in Kenilworth, was
the nj.com Union County Coach of the
Year.

said. “He came to WHS as one of
three catchers in the Class of 2006.
Mike Murray started for the varsity in
2003, Tom Layton started on the JV
team that year and Dave started on the
freshmen team.”

Murray, of course, was one of the
great hitters in school history and was
inducted into the Westfield Athletic
Hall of Fame in 2016, his first year
eligible. Layton transferred, but
Kaplow stuck it out and eventually
was a regular as the designated hitter
on the 2006 team that won the Union
County Tournament.

“Dave realized catching might be a
dead end, so he put a lot of time and
effort into playing third base,” Brewster
said. “Unfortunately, things didn’t work
out for Dave there, but as a senior, his
desire to play was so great that he
dedicated himself to work on his hit-
ting and force me to find a spot for him
in the lineup. He was our DH (.356)
that year and had perhaps his biggest
moment of the season with a bases-
clearing double in the UCT semifinals
against Cranford that propelled us to a
6-3 victory.

“Being someone who had to work
very hard to find a spot on a team
makes you know what it’s like to
focus on the details. And that atten-
tion to detail is what makes a good
coach.”

Of course, any good coach knows
he’s only as good as his assistants.

“I firmly believe that,” Kaplow said.
“Greg Baker has been a key compo-
nent in my coaching career. We’ve
coached together for nearly 10 years,
going back to club teams and Cardinal
McCarrick. We currently coach to-
gether in the Metropolitan Collegiate
Baseball League, a college summer
league. I played with Greg during the
summers when I was in college and his
knowledge of the game and his coach-
ing philosophy has been instrumental
in shaping who I am as a coach.”

 Kaplow, whose father Richard
graduated WHS in 1969, was a life-
long Westfielder until moving out in
2014. He now lives in Metuchen
where, ironically, Murray is the ath-
letic director and baseball coach at St.
Joseph High.

“My parents are a tremendous in-
fluence on me,” Kaplow said.
“They’ve always taught me to stay
positive, even in the darkest situa-
tions. They have been through it all
throughout my baseball career.
They’re always there to support me.”

“I didn’t know his dad went to
Westfield, but he was definitely one
of our biggest fans,” Brewster said.

Richard Kaplow, the proud pop,
said he’s been to every one of Dave’s
games, at WHS and Drew.

“My dad has been to A LOT of
games,” Dave laughed. “Every one of
them? Maybe not. But he has seen it
all.”

Sounding a lot like Brewster’s
former WHS coaches Norm Koury
and Dick Zimmer, Kaplow explained
his coaching style.

“This year we had to be able to
manufacture runs, so we worked ex-
tensively on bunting and base run-
ning,” Kaplow said. “We had some
good seniors (Vince Rappa made first
team all-Group 1), but we were a
fairly young team, so we really had to
teach the game and hammer down the
fundamentals.”

DEVILS OF THE YEAR
There was no way to break the

deadlock and select just one male and
one female Devil of the Year this year.
So here are the 13th annual Devil(s)
of the Year:

Matt McIntyre: He hit .351 as the
left fielder on WHS’s state Group 4
finalist and as the centerfielder on this
year’s state Group 4 semifinalists.
The leadoff hitter led the team lead in
at-bats (74), runs (19), hits (26),
doubles (7), triples (4), home runs
(2), RBI (9) and stolen bases (20).
After missing what would have been
an exciting football season because
of shoulder surgery, he ran on the
state Group 4 winning mile relay in
indoor track. Matt is going to Rutgers.

Devon McLane: The four-year
starter led the lacrosse team in scor-
ing the past three years. He became
the first WHS boys lacrosse player to
score 100 points in a season, finishing
with 120. He also established school
career records for points (306), goals
(135) and assists (171). He also be-
came the first Blue Devil to have over
50 goals and 50 assists in one year (58
and 62). Devon is going to Brown.

Erica Lawrence: She finished
fourth in the state shot put at the
indoor track Meet of Champions with
a school-record toss of 39 feet, 10½
inches. A two-time Union County and
state sectional champion. She was
also a four-year starting catcher and
graduates No. 1 all-time in doubles
(32), No. 3 in extra-base hits (50),
No. 3 in hits (132), and No. 5 in runs
(87) and RBI (70). She hit .424 for her
career, including .463, .459 and .476
the last three years. Erica is going to
Saint Joseph’s.

Julia Romano: The four-year
shortstop set school records for single-
season doubles (12) and extra-base
hits (22, 12-5-5); she’s tied with Cali
Chambliss for No. 1 all-time in extra-
base hits (53). She’s also in the top 5
all-time in career doubles (28), triples
(13) and home runs (12), and her .571
batting average this spring was the
program’s highest ever by anyone not
named Cyndil Matthew, who hit .642
and .625 in 2007 and 2008. (No. 4 on
the list is the .557 average of Mieko
Saito (’91), the mother of freshman
star Kalea Calugay.) Julia is going to
Lafayette.

Sam Stravach: She broke the
school record in the javelin at the
recent outdoor track Meet of Cham-
pions, and missed the school record
in discus by one foot. In basketball,
she was a three-year player, with 484
career points (No. 19 all-time), 426
career rebounds (No. 5) and 216
single-season rebounds (No. 6). Those
basketball teams went 57-23. Sam is
going to Penn State, but won’t be
playing sports.

Previous Devils of the Year: Tommy
Bonard 2007; Alexi Kuska and Erin
Miller 2008; Chris DeLaFuente 2009;
Matt Meserole and Suzanne Lemberg
2010; A.J. Murray 2011; Brennan
Haley and James O’Rourke 2012;
Lexi Borr 2014; Caroline Baldwin
2014; Jack Simcox 2015; Jack Curry
2016; Matt LaCorte and Danielle
Rinaldi 2017; Jake Vall-Llobera and
Natalie Bond 2018.

Baseball Blue Devils Revved Up at Right Time
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

but they followed with an 8-7 loss to
the AL Johnson Crusaders.

Next, there was a glimpse of hope
with a 5-4 win over Union and a 5-1
win over Union Catholic but momen-
tum was seesawing with a 3-0 loss to
Summit in the UCT first round, a 3-2
victory over the GL Highlanders, who
finished with a 21-5 record, and a 3-
1 loss to Morristown. Momentum still
wobbled with an 8-1 loss to Cranford,
a 13-3 shellacking from Summit and
a 5-4 stinging by the SPF Raiders.

After falling to Seton Hall Prep, 7-
1, the Blue Devils earned a 5-2 win
over the New Providence Pioneers,
who would go on to win the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 1 Tourna-
ment. Next came a 12-1 thumping by
Hunterdon Central, an 8-5 victory
over Elizabeth and a 4-2 loss to East
Brunswick just before sectional tour-
nament time.

Due to a rather modest team batting
average, the Blue Devils relied heavily
on their pitching staff throughout the
season but the timely hitting, crucial
fielding plays and superb pitching all
jelled at the right time. The two pri-
mary mound aces were seniors MJ
Catanzaro and Mike Carlone.

Catanzaro proved to be very de-
ceptive on the mound all season. In
55.1 innings, he allowed 50 hits and
walked just 16, while hitting two bat-
ters and striking out 33 to finish with
a 7-1 record with two saves and a
team’s best 1.77 ERA. But his most
outstanding performances came at
sectional time. He pitched the final
three innings against Union and al-
lowed just one hit and a walk, while

striking out two. His dazzling four-
hitter against Bayonne sent the Bees
buzzing back to their hive. Against
SPF, he relieved Carlone with two
outs in the sixth and retired all four
batters he faced. Then in the champi-
onship against Ridge, Catanzaro went
the distance tossed another four-hit-
ter, walked three — one intentional
— and struck out four.

Carlone pitched 44.1 innings, allow-
ing 53 hits and walking 23, while hitting
a batter and striking out 44 to finish 2-

5 with a 3.63 ERA. He pitched the first
four innings against Union in the sec-
tional, permitting six hits and a walk,
while striking out one. Against the Raid-
ers, he allowed eight hits, a walk and hit
a batter, while striking out six.

Sophomore Christopher Ho in 21.2
innings, yielded 16 hits and 31 walks,
while hitting seven batters and strik-
ing out 33 to finish with an 0-4 record
with one save and a 4.20 ERA. When
he was not playing first base, junior
Danny Kohler spent 10 innings on the
mound, allowing eight hits and seven
walks, while striking out seven to also
finish with a 4.20 ERA.

Seniors Matt McIntyre (centerfield),
Andrew Caminiti (shortstop) and Sean
Flynn (leftfield) were the most danger-
ous Blue Devils at the plate. Caminiti,
who sat out several games at the begin-
ning of the season, was quite wel-
comed when he returned. He rewarded
his team with a .407 batting average
(BA) going 22-for-54 with three
doubles and 13 runs scored and seven
RBI, while walking seven times and
being hit twice. Caminiti, who will
attend Georgetown University, also

stole eight bases. Defensively, he turned
several double plays, including a key
one in the semifinal win over SPF.

McIntyre was quite scary at the
plate. The left-handed hitter enjoyed
battering the long ball as he led the
team with seven doubles, four triples
and two home runs and finished with
a .351 BA (26-for-74) with nine RBI
and a team-leading 19 runs. He was
walked 12 times, was hit once and led
the team with 20 stolen bases. In the
victory over Ridge, McIntyre, who
will play baseball at Rutgers next
year, went 4-for-4 with a double and
two runs scored.

Flynn went 23-for-63 for a .354 BA
with seven doubles, seven RBI, 12
runs scored and eight walks, while
being hit six times. He also swiped
five bases. Flynn whacked a pair of
doubles, singled and had two RBI in
the win over Ridge. Junior third
baseman Victor Coustan finished with
a .267 BA (16-for-60) with two
doubles, seven runs scored, eight RBI
with five walks and being hit once.
Coustan had the game-winning two-
run double against Union, scored
twice against Bayonne and initiated a
double play against Ridge.

Ho, a right fielder, went 19-for-66
for a .311 BA with three doubles, six
runs scored, nine RBI, walked twice,
was hit six times and stole two bases.
Kohler had 13 hits, including a triple,
scored 10 runs, had six RBI and
walked five times. Senior catcher
Mike Charlton, who had courtesy run-
ners, had eight hits, an RBI and a run
scored. Junior second baseman Chris-
tian Pansini finished with 10 hits, six
RBI, five runs scored and six walks,
while being hit once.

In his limited time at the plate,
Carlone had four hits, three RBI and
two runs scored. Junior designated hit-
ter John Czarnecki had four hits, in-
cluding a triple, scored twice and added
six RBI. Junior infielder Jack Bow-
man contributed two hits, two runs
scored and an RBI. Sophomore Jake
Bencivenga, used mostly as a courtesy
runner, had two hits, four runs scored,
two RBI and four stolen bases.

Reiterating what Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster expressed after
the final game against Ridgewood,
“In some instances, we were over-
matched but we battled all through
the lineup. Every single batter. It could
have been very easy at 5-10 [record]
to say ah! The heck with it! But these
guys did a great job. It was always a
different player. It was Mike
Cat[anzaro], it was Carlone, it was
Sean Flynn, it was Matt McIntyre, it
was Victor Coustan, Pansini. All of
them did something great somewhere
along the line. Repeat! First time in
Westfield history! Repeat!”

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, BOARD OF EDUCATION

302 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Westfield Board of Education has awarded contracts without competitive bidding
as a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 a (1). The contracts and the
resolutions authorizing them are on file and available for public inspection in the office of
Westfield Board Of Education.

Whereas, there exists a need for professional services in the specific area(s) mentioned
below for the 2018-2019 school year and the 2019-2020 school year for the following
professional services and whereas, funds are available for this purpose, and whereas, the
Public School Contracts Law (NJSA 18A:18A-1 et seq.) permits the award of contracts
without competitive bids for Professional Services that require licensing and are regu-
lated by law, and Whereas, the Public School Contracts Law requires that the Board of
Education adopt a resolution awarding such contracts at a public meeting.

Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator/ Board Secretary

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR

Creative Speech Solutions Speech Services$95.00/hr (School based therapy)
Summit, NJ 07901 $87.00/30 mins, $119/45mins
NOT TO EXCEED $85,000.00 $170.00/60 mins (Office based therapy)

Brett Di Novi & Assoc. LLC Behavioral/Educational Consult
Cherry Hill, NJ $45.00/hr Clinical Assoc.
NOT TO EXCEED $270,000 Behavioral Consult (In-district) $125.00/hr

Behavioral Consult (School) $117.50/hr
Clinical Assoc. (Home Services) $65.00/hr
Behavioral Consult (Home Services) $125.00/hr

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

Richard Kaplow, P.A. Attorney Retainer $17,500.00
Westfield, NJ Per Hr. $180.00

Per page print fee for retainer matters‘$0.05

Adams Stern Gutierrez& Lattiboudere,LLC
Newark, NJ Attorney Per Hr. $180.00

Paralegal Per Hr. $105.00

McManimon,Scotland&Baumann, LLC Attorney/ Bond Counsel
Roseland, NJ Basic Serv/Bond Prep $5,000.00

Basic Serv/Bond Sale $3,500.00
$1.00 per thousand dollars of bonds

issued for the first $15,000.00
$0.75 per thousand dollars of bonds

in excess of $15,000.00
Base fee temporary financing issue
$0.50 per thousand dollars of notes

for the first $15,000.00 notes
$0.40 per thousand dollars of notes

issued in excess of $15,000.00
Minimum fee $ 1,000.00 for temporary notes.

Attorney Hr Rate $215.00
Legal Assist Hr Rate $135.00

Fraytak Veisz Hopkins, Duthie, P.C. Architects/Planners
Trenton, NJ Principal $175.00/hr

Associate $150.00/hr
Project Architect $120.00/hr
Site planner $120.00/hr
Spec. Writer $105.00/hr
Interior Des. $105.00/hr
Senior Drafter $110.00/hr
Construction $ 95.00/hr
Junior Drafter $ 85.00/hr
Support Pers. $ 70.00/hr

Hodulik & Morrison, P.A. Auditing Service
Highland Park, NJ $ 37,230.00 for the 2019-2020 school year audit

Brown & Brown Public Risk Advisor of NJ
Roseland, NJ Insce. Agent of Record Fee Paid by Ins. Carrier

Brown & Brown Metro Health Benefits Broker
Florham Park, NJ $63,500.00

Overlook Family Practice Medical Service
Associates, Susan T. Kaye MD Retainer $ 33,265.00

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
Summit, NJ

Siemens Industry, Inc. Proprietary Service
Florham Park, NJ Remote Digital Services and

Analysis Program $37,590.00
Software Maintenance and
Repairs $37,210.00

Effective School Solutions Therapeutic Mental Health Svcs $595,430.00
Summit, NJ 07901 (School Year)
NOT TO EXCEED $603,430.00 $8,000.00 (ESY)

$603,430.00 Total

Creative Speech Solutions Speech Services
Summit, NJ 07901 $95.00/hr (School based therapy)
NOT TO EXCEED $75,000.00 $87.00/30 mins, $119/45mins (Office based therapy)

$170.00/60 mins (Office based therapy)

Interim Healthcare of Northwest Registered Nurse $59.90/hr
Edison, NJ Licensed Practical Nurse $54.43/hr
NOT TO EXCEED $75,000.00

Joanmarie Sackles PHD Behavioral Consult & Social Skills $125.00/hr
State College, PA
NOT TO EXCEED $185,000.00

Brett Di Novi & Assoc LLC School Services $49.75/hr Clinical Assoc.
Cherry Hill, NJ Travel $49.75
NOT TO EXCEED $300,000.00 $129.75/hr BCBA, Travel $129.75

In-District $49.75/hr Clinical Assoc.
½ rate Travel $24.88

$120.50/hr BCBA ½ rate Travel $60.25
Home Services$71.50 Clinical Assoc; mileage $0.51

$131.50/hr BCBA; mileage $0.51
Functional Behavioral Assessment
Plus full rate travel $129.75

Intensive Therapeutics, Inc. OT Services $100.00/hr Individual rate
Fanwood, NJ 07023 $85.00/45 mins
NOT TO EXCEED $150,000.00 $65.00/30 mins

$60.00/hr Group rate
$450.00/Evaluation

Brenda Benimeo Case Management $447.00 per day
Pt. Pleasant, NJ 08742 Social Assessment $420.00 per assessment
NOT TO EXCEED $100,000.00

Leslie Eckenthal Speech Services $95.00/hr
Westfield, NJ 07090 $420.00 per evaluation
NOT TO EXCEED $100,000.00

Summit Speech School Itinerant Teachers Deaf Services $160.00/ hr
New Providence, NJ Staff/Student In-Service $160.00/hr
NOT TO EXCEED $200,000.00 Consultative Services $160.00/hr

Record Review $100.00/hr
IEP/Planning/Meeting w Staff $150.00 call

$200.00 on-site
Equipment troubleshooting on site $200.00/hr
Review/Observation Intake (ROI) $250.00/hr
Consult directly/indirectly w/ Ed.
Audiologist email/phone/text/mail $200.00/hr

Glasberg Behavioral Consulting Functional Behavioral Assessments
Services, LLC $150.00/hr
Princeton, NJ $225.00/90mins
NOT TO EXCEED $300,000.00 Independent Evaluations $150.00/hr

Teacher Consults $150.00/hr
Social Skills Groups In-District $125.00/hr
Direct Therapy $75.00
Summer BCBA Support 125.00/hr

Therapy Travelers, LLC Staffing-School Psychologist $85.00/hr
Anaheim, CA
NOT TO EXCEED $100,000.00

Mountainside Pediatric Physical Therapy
Mountainside, NJ 07092 $91.50/hr; $81.50/45 mins; $71.50/30 mins
NOT TO EXCEED $125,000.00 Evaluation $351.50 per evaluation

Groups: 2 students $106.50/30 mins
Groups: 3 students $141.50/30 mins

1 T - 6/27/19, The Leader Fee: $242.76

Additional Local H.S. Baseball Honors:
Below are honors for local Union County baseball players, teams and

coaches
SPF RAIDERS:

Danny Wilkinson – Third Team All-Group 4
SPF Raiders –Union County Team of the Year

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGHLANDERS:
Drew Compton – First Team All-State, First Team All-Group 2, Union

County Player of the Year
CRANFORD COUGARS:

Aidan Plick – Third Team All-Group 3
DAVID BREARLEY

Dave Kaplow – Former WHS player. Union County Coach of the Year

Local High School Softball Honors:
Below are honors for local Union County softball players, teams and

coaches
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS:

Julia Romano – First Team All-Group 4, Union County Player of the Year
Erica Lawrence – Second Team All-Group 4
Westfield –Union County Team of the Year

CRANFORD COUGARS:
Christine Pemoulie – Union County Coach of the Year

Local H.S. Boys, Girls Lacrosse Honors:
Below are individual honors for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

boys lacrosse, Westfield Blue Devil girls lacrosse and Cranford Cougars girls
lacrosse teams. (Not previously mentioned in a season wrap-up)

SPF RAIDERS:
Anthony Porter — Second Team All-Group 3, First Team All-Bianchi

Division
Aidan Guma — Third Team All-Group 3, First Team All-Bianchi
Ryan Johnson — First Team All-Bianchi
Noah Costanzo — Second Team All-Bianchi
Matt Monroy — Second Team All-Bianchi
Mike DiFrancesco — All-Bianchi Honorable Mention

WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS:
Olivia Shields — Second Team All-Group 4, First Team All-Stars &

Stripes South
Carley Farella — First Team All-Stars & Stripes South
Paige Radice — Second Team All-Stars & Stripes South
Mia Fleming — Second Team All-Stars & Stripes South
Nicole Scheuermann — Stars & Stripes South Honorable Mention

CRANFORD COUGARS:
Grace Power — First Team Independence South
Anna Horne — First Team Independence South
Karena Adreassen — Second Team Independence South
Alyssa Gesslein — Second Team Independence South
Erin Esposito — Independence South Honorable Mention

Local High School Boys Tennis Honors:
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS:

Jai Sharma/Brad Hornbeck – First Team All-Group 4, Third Team All-
State – Doubles

Westfield – Ranked 6th in state -- Ranked 4th Group 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG FINISH DEFENSIVELY...Blue Devil third baseman Victor Coustan
made a number of key defensive plays during the sectional tournament.
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