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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LADIES NIGHT...Hundreds gather on the plaza in downtown Fanwood last Thursday evening for the eighth annual Ladies
Night Out event featuring shopping, food and conversation. The event is sponsored by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC).

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOP FANWOOD, LADIES...Gift bags were given to those ladies who turned
out for Thursday’s eighth annual Ladies Night Out on the plaza in downtown
Fanwood, sponsored by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(GWACC).

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY FUN..These youngsters enjoy Saturday’s street fair at the South
Avenue parking lot of the Westfield Train Station.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRATE CRANFORD...Kids Zone activities were popular during Sunday’s
Celebrate Cranford event. Children had fun jumping over or dodging the arm in
the Meltdown, playing carnival games and cornhole, and enjoying the bouncy
houses, as this little one did in the Sesame Street-themed bounce house.
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Board Rejects Addition
To Grand Street House
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week re-
jected an application to construct an
addition to an existing two-family
house on Grand Street, with members
expressing concerns about the size of
the proposed home and how it would
fit into the neighborhood.

The board in May had asked Morks
Soorial to submit more complete and
detailed information about his pro-
posal to build an addition to a 120-
year-old two-family house he owns at
1970 Grand Street. The expansion
would result in a house 4,900 square
feet in size and double the amount of
lot coverage as well.

At the board’s June 6 meeting, Mr.
Soorial and his architect, Robert
Wanthouse, presented additional
plans and a new property survey, but
board members remained skeptical
about the application, with Vice-
Chairman Rich Duthie asking how
many two-family dwellings were in
the neighborhood. Two neighbors
spoke to the board and also expressed
concerns about how the house will fit
into a neighborhood of generally

modest-size houses, with one resi-
dent saying he didn’t want an ex-
panded house “impeding my quality
of life.” Joan Kaiser, who lives across
the street from the house, said a larger
home would “overshadow all the other
houses” on the block and said it would
“impact the spirit of our little commu-
nity.”

Zoning Board Chairman Ken
Anderson called the proposal an “ex-
traordinarily large addition,” adding
that he couldn’t recall in his 20 years
on the board approving an applica-
tion that doubled the footprint. Mr.
Duthie cautioned the board to “re-
main as cautious as we have been in
the past” when it comes to two-family
houses, pointing out that they “have
been an anomaly in town.” He also
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Scotch Plains Planning Board OKs
East 2nd Street Apartments

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board on Monday night gave
its unanimous approval to an East
Second Street business and prop-
erty owner to convert his building’s
second floor into apartments.

Jay Taback, who owns EKB
Kitchen and Bath Remodelers as
well as the two-story building in
which it is located, will turn the
second floor —currently unoccu-
pied open space — into three one-

bedroom apartments. He told the
board that the new apartments will
have central air and heat as well as
washers and dryers and dishwash-
ers. The ground floor will remain a
showroom for his business.

Much of the discussion during
the 90-minute hearing centered on
parking matters, both for prospec-
tive tenants as well as Mr. Taback’s
employees and delivery trucks.
Along the right side of the property
is a grassy strip belonging to the
adjoining property while the other
side of the property abuts the park-
ing lot serving a gymnasium. The
planning board’s engineer said the
parking lot’s current orientation
makes it difficult for cars to safely
back out of their parking spaces
and, in some instances, leads to cars
fully backing out of the lot onto
East Second Street.

One of the variances sought was
approval for 13 parking spaces ver-
sus the required 19. Architect
George Simcox told the board that
fewer spaces were feasible due to
East Second Street being a com-
muter bus route —which would ben-
efit tenants without a car — and the
availability of on-street parking.

Several board members said that
the three incoming tenants should

be assigned designated parking
spaces, although the board at the
end of the hearing decided other-
wise, with Township Zoning Of-
ficer Robert LaCosta saying, “Let
the owner manage his own spaces.”

Prior to the hearing, Mayor
Alexander Smith briefly updated the
board about the downtown redevel-
opment efforts, saying that a sub-
committee of the downtown rede-
velopment committee will meet
separately in the next week with the
two developers who have submit-
ted proposals for the first phase of
redevelopment that will focus on
the four municipal-owned proper-
ties in the central business district.
A third meeting was to be held ear-
lier this week with representatives
from the Lidl supermarket chain
that has focused on the Snuffy’s
Pantagis property as a possible site.

The full redevelopment commit-
tee will then be briefed on the down-
town proposals put forth by Ad-
vance Realty Investors, a
Bedminster-based developer that
has been involved in similar-type
redevelopment projects in Harrison
and Bridgewater, and A. Gonsosa
Development from Springfield be-
fore plans are unveiled to the public
after the summer.
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Story Walk Proposed for
Brookside or Jerseyland

Scotch Plains Fire Dept. to Mark
150th Anniversary on Saturday
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — More than
30 fire departments from around New
Jersey are expected to take part in
Saturday afternoon’s festivities to
mark the 150th anniversary of the
Scotch Plains Fire Department, which
will include a parade and a commu-
nity picnic.

Fire Chief John Lestarchick said at
1 p.m., bagpipe bands and a State
Police escort will kick off the parade,
which will start at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, proceed down
Westfield Avenue past St.
Bartholomew’s Church and then cross
Park Avenue and head to the
department’s headquarters before a

community picnic until 6 p.m. in the
municipal parking lot. There will be
beverages, food, and live music. Mugs
will be sold for beer and there will be
t-shirts for sale. Besides current fire
apparatus from around the state, a
number of antique fire trucks are also
expected to participate in the parade.

Founded on February 1, 1869 as
the Excelsior Hook and Ladder Co.,
the department’s first headquarters
were on Bartle Avenue where the
rescue squad building now stands.
George Nicholl served as the
department’s first chief. In 1884, the
Fanwood Bucket and Engine Co. 1
was organized and also located on
Bartle Avenue. A third company also
existed called the Good Will Fire

Department of Scotch Plains.
In 1920, the three departments were

taken over by the township, com-
bined and relocated to the former
municipal building on Park Avenue
that stood where the municipal park-
ing lot is now located. The fire de-
partment was eventually moved to its
Senger Place headquarters behind the
present municipal building. And in
1959, a second fire station was cre-
ated and located on the south side of
town at the corner of Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road.

“We are looking forward to cel-
ebrating this milestone occasion with
the residents that we protect every
day,” said Mr. Lestarchick, who has
headed the department since mid-
2017 and has served the department
for 34 years. “It is great to have the
opportunity to invite our community
to share in the celebration of a cen-
tury-and-a-half of service.” Recently,
elementary school students were pre-
sented with customized fire helmets.

The fire department is part of a
mutual aid agreement with all other
Union County towns in which emer-
gency responders lend assistance to
neighboring towns that may be short
of manpower or equipment due to
emergencies in their own jurisdic-
tions. The north side firehouse is of-
ficially designated as Station 161 and
the south side facility is Station 162.
Fire department stations and appara-
tus are numbered according to the
identification plan developed by the
county’s mutual aid system.

The Scotch Plains Fire Department,
staffed by 35 volunteers, responds to
more than 900 emergency calls annu-
ally, supported by four fire engines,
one ladder truck, one rescue truck
and several specialized support ve-
hicles.

Those planning to attend the pa-
rade and the afternoon festivities are
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Girl Scout
Isabela Allen presented her Gold
Award project to the recreation com-
mission at Monday night’s meeting.
Upon approval from her Girl Scout
troop, Isabela said she plans to in-
stall a storywalk in either Jerseyland
Park Community Center or
Brookside Park. A storywalk is a
picture book or short story book
(split into 16 separate locations)
along a walking trail which will be
displayed on pedestal-type struc-
tures, she said.

Walkers can read the story
throughout their walk, Isabela said.
The selected stories will be at a pre-
school to upper-elementary-school
reading level. The stories engage
two important aspects to childhood
development, both intellectual de-
velopment and healthy lifestyle
practices.

Isabela stated that the project con-
nects two important public resources
within the community – the public

library and the Scotch Plains parks.
“After hearing what’s going on

with literacy rates throughout the
country, I figured it would be cool
to do something which encourages
people to read more and exercise
more,” she told commission mem-
bers.

The storywalk is an activity where
parents have bonding time with their
children through exercise, Isabela
stated.

Recreation Director DJ Salvante
said Isabela will work closely with
the Scotch Plains Public Library to
choose which books will be best
fitted for the story walk. The books
will be changed on a somewhat regu-
lar basis to add variety to the expe-
rience, Isabela added.

Mr. Salvante said the project will
provide an enhancement to the
Scotch Plains park system which
can remain for years to come.

Although Isabela’s idea has never
been implemented at any Scotch
Plains parks, the concept has grown

Correction
In a report dated May 30, The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times should have
reported that Riker, Danzig, Scherer,
Hyland represented Commissioner
Jean-Albert Maisonneuve, and the
Township of Cranford, in a lawsuit
filed by Benedict Caiola. The suit was
dismissed.
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