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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
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Westfield, N.J. 07090
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Summit, N.J. 07901
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Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
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Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Mike Pollack for The Westfield Leader
GOTTA GO TO MO…Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse and Bistro co-owner Lisa Bertone-
Marvin of Westfield welcomes Yankee closer Mariano Rivera to the Prospect Street
location on Monday. The future Hall-of-Famer signed autographs and met with fans
who bought tickets in advance. The event raised $5,500 for The McCarton Founda-
tion, which offers educational financial aid to families affected by autism. Mrs.
Bertone-Marvin told The Westfield Leader she’s stayed in touch with Mr. Rivera for
11 years, since he moved to Englewood upon his call up from AAA Columbus in 1995.
“He’s the same today as he was back then,” she said. “Just a down-to-earth guy.”

Unanimous Hall of Fame
Archive Photo November 16, 2006

EVERYONE’S CHOICE...Mariano Rivera, a native of Panama, was inducted
into the Baseball Hall of Fame on July 21, 2019. He was the first to be unanimously
elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame.

Letters to the Editor
Miss Rapione’s Conduct Was Amiss

First of all I just want to thank
Daniel Malin and Bill Neirstedt for
their responses to my letter regarding
Megan Rapione’s rude and boorish
conduct during the Women’s Foot-
ball Playoffs this year.

[I am curious] why opinion that
goes against the accepted liberal norm
regarding one’s sexuality [is regarded
as] “Hate Speech.” Other nations in
the Mid East do have harsh penalties
for homosexuality such as the ones I
described in my earlier letter. In fact,
many African nations like Nigeria,
Uganda, and Cameroon have Draco-
nian laws against gay men and women.

The former leader of Zimbabwe
(Rhodesia) Robert Mugabe once
stated his nation would never accept
homosexuality and that gay people
were worse than pigs, goats, and birds.
Someone tell me again how awful
things were when Zimbabwe was still
known as Rhodesia under Ian Smith
including a healthy economy, the lack
of famine, and the fact many of the
non-white residents lived to a ripe old
age?

There are 38 African nations where
the lifestyle Miss Rapione follows is
illegal and her conduct would result
in her immediate demise along with
her female partner.

As for the opinion that Miss

Rapione and her fellow LGBTQ com-
munity members do not have to be
grateful smacks of ingratitude to a
nation that allows them the right to
practice their lifestyle, hold pride
parades and other celebrations along
with the open display of their flag.
Let’s see them try to do that in any
other nation like the ones mentioned
above.

Recently Miss Rapione used vul-
gar language befitting a loading dock,
which shocked the many attendees
along with their children during the
Victory Parade in NYC. [She was]
rude when a young Asian Indian boy
went up to her to autograph a foot-
ball; it sparked outrage and disgust
from even Piers Morgan and former
professional footballer David Dunn
who found her conduct disgraceful
not to mention racist.

Let me end this with a quote. “The
window to the soul is observing how
someone treats someone powerless
who can do absolutely no good for
them.”

Miss Rapione’s recent rude con-
duct exemplifies this and all Presi-
dent Trump has to do is sit back and
laugh as Rapione digs her own grave
with her mouth.

Jim Kurdyla
Clark

DUFFERS...Golfers from Shackamaxon Golf Club in Scotch Plains attend the
British Open last week in Ireland. The Lads conferred at a Dublin establishment,
The Brazen Head, which boasts to be Ireland’s oldest pub. After downing a few
pints, Bob Cozzolina from Westfield claimed to be of Irish lineage. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Frank Shuler, Steve Ciccotelli, Bob Cozzolina, Matt Glennon,
Jack Guidera, Jim Schoening, Mark Shore, Don Bromm, Sal Cristello, Barge
Tennyson, Dave Jackson and John Ferko. Sitting is Marty Morris, an Irishman.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Inchoation – An early stage or be-

ginning
2. Inauration – The process of cover-

ing with gold
3. Yperite – Mustard gas
4. Varioloid – A mild form of smallpox

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THURIFEROUS
1. Grayish blue
2. Sparkling; glittering
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good

taste
4. Bearing frankincense

PLEON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A string of pearls
3. The abdomen of any crustacean
4. Second-class; something of lesser

value
INTAGLIATED

1. Interlaced or linked
2. Engraved or stamped in
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. Twining about; twisting

INSPISSATE
1. Thickened by evaporation
2. Salty; saline
3. Desolate; barren
4. Soiled and wrinkled

New Program Offers Addicts Help
From Peers Who Have ‘Been There’

Union County Needs a Fully
Termed Prosecutor at UCPO

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)

We periodically turn our media spotlight on the
opioid epidemic that has evolved across our nation
over a span of nearly two decades, and from which
our own area has, sadly, not been immune. Since the
dawn of this public health crisis, which has claimed
thousands of lives, elected officials, law enforce-
ment agencies, medical professionals, religious and
civic groups and ordinary citizens have collectively
sought ways to effectively combat it and to help
those caught in the throes of addiction to recover.

Among the latest such efforts is a new program,
available to adults age 18 and older, entitled Union
County Helping Hands 365 (UCHH365). The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders green-lighted
funding for this initiative at its June 27 meeting.

This program is designed to enhance the ability
and increase the willingness of those struggling with
addiction to access treatment and support services
by connecting them with persons who themselves
have attained sobriety and are trained to help others,
as stated at ucnj.org, the Union County government
website. The threefold purpose of UCHH365 is to
“combat substance use, reduce overdose deaths and
reduce relapses in Union County,” the ucnj.org over-
view noted.

Prevention Links, a private, non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to fighting drug, alcohol and tobacco
addiction, will implement the program. Based in
Roselle, Prevention Links also has partnered with
Union County in the Community Law Enforcement
Addiction Recovery (C.L.E.A.R.) program. Accord-
ing to the county, UCHH365 is anticipated to serve

“at least 250 Union County residents before the end
of 2019.”

Key features of UCHH365 include a 24/7 hotline
staffed by peer recovery specialists; weekly and bi-
weekly support for up to six months; outreach and
education that will allow recovery specialists to
respond to referrals and meet with addicts in familiar
surroundings; training to enable law enforcement
personnel to refer individuals to UCHH365; trans-
portation to treatment, and on-call coverage within
those Union County communities that have experi-
enced the highest overdose rates. Anyone seeking to
contact the UCHH365 Hotline or Prevention Links
may call Prevention Links at 1-(855) 825-3275.

We believe a particularly strong component of
UCHH365 is its central strategy of linking addicts to
those who have made the transition to sobriety.
These peer recovery specialists have “been there.”
Having “walked in their shoes,” they understand
first hand all aspects of what an addict is going
through, and they are keenly aware that the journey
to sobriety can be one fraught with challenges and
setbacks. As role models, they can offer knowledge,
empathy and hope.

As we have emphasized in the past, the opioid
scourge has wound its way into every corner of
society, and will require our society as a whole to
defeat it. We hope the multiple collaborations be-
tween various entities in Union County will make
serious inroads here at home, and that such partner-
ships on a national scale will ultimately turn the tide
in the fight against this devastating epidemic.

Last Thursday, Lyndsay Ruotolo became the third
acting Union County prosecutor in the last two
months. She replaces Jennifer Davenport, who had
served in the role since April 26 of this year. Ms.
Davenport replaced Michael Monahan, who was
appointed acting prosecutor on January 31, 2018.

Ms. Ruotolo is the fifth acting prosecutor in the
last  22 months to head the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office (UCPO), since Grace Park resigned in Sep-
tember 2017 to return to the private sector.

Mr. Monahan was replaced in the midst of an
internal affairs investigation launched by the
prosecutor’s office of the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment. Both Mr. Monahan and Ms. Davenport work
in the New Jersey Attorney General’s Office under
Attorney General Gurbir Grewal.

Grace Park had the longest tenure as acting pros-
ecutor, serving four years during the administration
of Governor Chris Christie before returning to the
private sector. She was replaced by Thomas K.
Isenhour, her first assistant prosecutor, who was
replaced, in turn, by Ann Luvera on December 31,
2017, upon Mr. Isenhour being named a Superior
Court judge on the Union County bench.

The last county prosecutor who served multiple

terms was Theodore J. Romankow. He served from
January 26, 2002 until 2013 under both Democrat
and Republican governors.

Any appointment of a county prosecutor by the
governor first goes to the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee first, which is chaired by Senator Nicholas Scutari
(D-22nd, Linden), the chairman of the Union County
Democratic Committee, and then to the full state
Senate. Acting prosecutors are named by the attor-
ney general and do not require approval of the
Legislature.

Lyndsay Ruotolo grew up in Westfield and is the
daughter of early 1990s county prosecutor Andrew
Ruotolo, and former county freeholder Mary Ruotolo,
who served from 1999 to 2004. Her dad was pros-
ecutor from 1991 until his death in 1995 at the age of
42.

Hopefully, she will be given a full five-year ap-
pointment by Governor Phil Murphy with consent of
the Senate Judiciary Committee and confirmed by
the Senate.

Union County needs and deserves a fully termed
prosecutor who will be here for a number of years,
not months, as has been the case the last few years.
Hopefully, Ms. Ruotolo will get that opportunity.

Bramnick Calls on
Murphy to Sign Tax

Relief on Shore Rentals
TRENTON, N.J. – Assembly Re-

publican Leader Jon Bramnick (R-
21st, Westfield) called on Governor
Phil Murphy to sign legislation fixing
a 2018 law that inadvertently taxed
owners of summer rentals.  The bill
(A-4814) has been sitting on his desk
since June 27.

“Quick action is needed to save
what remains of the summer vacation
season,” Asm. Bramnick said.  “Ev-
ery day that passes with this tax still in
place is less income for families to
spend while on vacation at the Shore.”

Both houses of the Legislature
unanimously passed the bill in June.
It exempts homeowners who rent di-
rectly to vacationers from last year’s
Airbnb tax, which extended the 6.625
percent sales tax and the 5 percent
hotel and motel occupancy fee to
private rentals of less than 90 days.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STORM DELUGE...Heavy rains in the region from summer storms ending the
heat wave flood Cranford streets Monday afternoon.
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