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Congratulations to the Top Producers for the Month of June!

Beth 
Sullivan
Top Sales and Overall Production

C. 908.578.3812

Jocelyne 
Holden
Top Listings

C. 908.451.1879

Jim Lowney/County of Union
COMING IN FALL...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, pictured right, joins Union County baseball legend and Westfield
native Jeff Torborg at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside last Thursday to observe
progress being made on a ballfield being named in Mr. Torborg’s honor. Mr.
Torborg, a former Major League player and standout at Westfield High School,
also went on to serve as the manager for numerous teams, including the Cleveland
Indians, the Chicago White Sox, the New York Mets, the Montreal Expos and the
Florida Marlins. He also served as a coach with the Yankees. The field is expected
to be completed by early fall, when a dedication event will be held.

Gechtman Is New Principal
At Roosevelt Intermediate
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The board of
education on Thursday named Brian
Gechtman of Scotch Plains as prin-
cipal of Roosevelt Intermediate
School (RIS), effective Thursday,
August 1. Currently the school’s
assistant principal, he succeeds
Mary Asfendis, who has been named
principal of Westfield High School
(WHS), also starting on August 1.

The two promotions were neces-
sitated following the passing of
WHS principal Derrick Nelson,
Ed.D., in April from complications
after he donated his bone marrow to
a young boy in France. Mr.
Gechtman had replaced Dr. Nelson
as Roosevelt assistant principal
when Dr. Nelson was named WHS
assistant principal in June of 2012.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan, Ed.D., said at
Thursday’s meeting that during in-
terviews with an nine-member in-
terview committee, “Brian showed
an impressive depth of knowledge
of middle-school students, social
and emotional learning and instruc-
tional practices.

“His passion for character educa-
tion in every facet of the middle-
school’s education and the strong
support of special-needs students
set him apart from many other quali-
fied candidates,” Superintendent
Dolan said. “He spoke with convic-
tion about the effectiveness of advi-
sory groups at Roosevelt, which
provides students a supportive en-
vironment.”

The superintendent said conver-
sations with his supervisors and fel-
low staff at Roosevelt showed that
Mr. Gechtman is “deeply respected
and trusted” and that he “profoundly
invested in Roosevelt and all of

Roosevelt students.”
The board voted 8 to 0 to confirm

the appointment during a quick 8
a.m. meeting Thursday. Brendan
Galligan was the only board mem-
ber not in attendance. The board
also held an 8 a.m. meeting last
month when Ms. Asfendis was ap-
pointed WHS principal.

Mr. Gechtman will be paid
$135,000 annually as principal. Ms.
Asfendis was given a salary of
$164,000 as WHS principal.

Board President Peggy Oster said
she is “excited to see the future of
Roosevelt (under Mr. Gechtman). I
think you bring a lot to the table and
we are very fortunate to have you.”

Mr. Gechtman said it, “was an
honor to stand in front of you (board
members and members of the inter-
view committee who attended
Thursday’s meeting) as the new
principal of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School.”

He reflected on his first interview
process with the district back in 2012.
He said committee members, which
included Human Resources Special-
ist Barbara Ball and then RIS princi-
pal Stewart Carey, who has since
retired, “saw something in me and I
am forever grateful.”

Looking back, Mr. Gechtman said

Brian Gechtman

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COOLING OFF...Temperatures approaching 100 degrees during last weekend's heatwave made the splash park at
Ponderosa Park in Scotch Plains a popular place to be.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE SHOW MUST GO ON...Even with temperatures in the upper 90s, some
young actors from the Scotch Plains S.T.A.R.S. program braved the weekend heat
to put on multiple performances of Disney's Frozen for friends and family.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
50TH ANNIVERSARY...Westfield Neighborhood Council (WNC) Board of
Trustees members, including Mary Withers, left, and Mark LoGrippo, right, a
town councilman, hold up decorations marking the 50th anniversary of the WNC
during Saturday’s celebration event held at the council on Cacciola Place.

Scotch Plains Planning Bd. Backs
Rezoning of Gas Station on Rt. 22

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At its final
meeting of the summer, the plan-
ning board endorsed the rezoning
of a Route 22 property from R-
Residential to B-Business and sent
the proposal to the township coun-
cil for its consideration.

S&G Fuel 2650 LLC, which op-
erates a gasoline station and ser-
vice center on eastbound Route 22
adjacent to Mountain Avenue, is
seeking the zoning change, al-
though the reasons are not clear at

this time.
Board Chairman Joseph Doyle

noted that the property has been
designated as an R2 zone “for a
long time” and said the type of
business that has been there — a
series of gas stations over the years
— has always been a conditional
use, meaning that a proposed ex-
pansion of the property would need
to be approved by the planning
board.

In 2006, when the property was
the site of a Gulf gasoline station
and service center, the owners at
the time sought to expand and up-
grade the property, but vocal pro-
tests from residents living near the
site led the zoning board of adjust-
ment to deny the application.

The council will now decide
whether to hold a public hearing
on the zoning request or send the
matter back to the planning board,
so the property’s owner can appear
at a hearing to answer why the

Dr. Derrick Nelson’s Fiancée Files
Lawsuit Against Hospital
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The fiancée of
Derrick Nelson, Ed.D., the principal
of Westfield High School who died in
April during a procedure to donate
his bone marrow to a French teenager
he had never met, has filed a wrongful
death suit against the hospital.

Sheronda Braker’s lawsuit was filed
Monday in State Superior Court in
Elizabeth and names Hackensack
University Medical Center as well as
the anesthesiologist, Dr. Jerry M.
Baratta, the John Theaurer Cancer
Center and 10 unnamed medical staff.

Dr. Nelson, 44, agreed to donate his
bone marrow to an anonymous French
teenager “who was suffering from can-

cer,” according to the complaint, after
being contacted by Be the Match, a
worldwide bone marrow registry net-
work. The procedure took place Feb-
ruary 18, 2019, at Hackensack Uni-
versity Medical Center.

Dr. Nelson died April 7 after being
in a coma for more than a month. He
and his fiancée have a 6-year-old
daughter. Ms. Braker and Dr. Nelson
were to have been married June 29.

Ms. Braker is being represented by
Roseland attorney David Mazie of
Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman.

During a press conference Monday
afternoon at Mr. Mazie’s law office,
the attorney said that “in a matter of
weeks” after learning of the French
teen, Dr. Nelson “decided he was

going to donate bone marrow to help
that child he had never met.

“Tragically, it was that unselfish
act that took Dr. Nelson’s life,” Mr.
Mazie said.

According to the complaint, at the
time of the procedure, Dr. Nelson
“was known to have sleep apnea and
was overweight, two factors which
made him a higher risk for undergo-
ing anesthesia.”

“They (the anesthesiologist and the
medical staff) were aware that Dr.
Nelson was at a slightly higher risk
with sleep apnea for undergoing an-
esthesia. Nevertheless they were neg-
ligent in failing to properly monitor
him,” Mr. Mazie alleged.

“At the time anesthesia was induced,
Dr. Nelson only had an oxygen satura-
tion of 91. Despite Dr. Nelson having
such a low oxygen saturation, (the)
defendants proceeded with the admin-
istration of anesthesia and also failed
to supply any additional oxygen to
him,” according to the complaint.

Mr. Mazie said the 91 oxygen level
“was a red flag” for Dr. Nelson that
should have led to the immediate stop
of the administration of anesthesia.

“As the procedure progressed, Dr.
Nelson began to deteriorate and be-
came bradycardic,” according to the
complaint, noting the patient’s oxy-
gen level continued to plummet to 31,
“which is barely enough for life,” Mr.
Mazie said.

At this point, the attorney said the
medical team “made additional er-
rors. They placed an additional mask
(a Laryngel Mask Airway), trying to
give him oxygen, but they didn’t give
him enough oxygen,” Mr. Mazie said.

“Dr. Nelson suffered severe brain
damage, was in a comatose state and
died several weeks later,” Mr. Mazie
said.

He said it takes six minutes for a
hypoxic brain injury to occur, adding
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Playoff; Cranford/Westfield White 8U Playoff

zoning change is being requested
and what is being planned for the
property.

Board Attorney Robert Pansulla
said there is “not going to be any-
thing but a business” on the prop-
erty, meaning a housing develop-
ment of any type will not be shoe-
horned onto the small piece of land.

Last year, township planners in-
vestigated the property to see if it met
the criteria to be declared an Area in
Need of Redevelopment, but ulti-
mately concluded that it did not.

The planning board’s next meet-
ing will be held on Monday, Sep-
tember 9.

The zoning board of adjustment
also will resume its regular meet-
ing schedule on Thursday, Septem-
ber 5, at 7:30 p.m.

The zoning board of adjustment
will hold a special meeting in Au-
gust to memorialize several approv-
als and one denial from its meeting
earlier this month.

Fanwood Rec. Receives
Grant For Playground

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about grant money and
the Forest Road Park Master Plan at
the Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion meeting Tuesday.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky mentioned the Union
County Level the Playing Field
Grant. This grant goes toward play-
ground equipment for special-needs
children. At Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, Mr. Budiansky said the grant
was approved by the township coun-
cil. A new piece of playground equip-
ment will be installed at LaGrande
Park. Mr. Budiansky was uncertain
as to the installation date.

Mr. Budiansky also spoke about
the Forest Road Park Master Plan.
He recently received the soil report
results from CME Associates. There
is some contamination by the base-
ball fields, he said. The New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection will investigate the results
from the report further.

The Party in the Park, held on June
25 at La Grande Park, was discussed.
Mr. Budiansky said, “The event went
well. The crowds were down, though.
In my opinion, there were two rea-
sons. First, it was a lousy day until
the evening. Number two, Fan Jam
was held a few days later.” The rev-
enue for this event was $2,498 and
the expenditures were $3,642.96.

Recreation Chairperson Joe
Valente said that the annual 5K race
will be held on Sunday, October 20.
It is being renamed as the Fanwood
Fright Fest 5K, he said.

Mr. Budiansky said the summer
camps continue to be very success-
ful. “There is $27,000 more in rev-
enue than last year and there are
about 135 more children enrolled
than 2018,” Mr. Budiansky stated.

The recreation commission’s next
meeting is to be held on Tuesday,
August 27, at 7:45 p.m., at LaGrande
Park. All are welcome to attend.

For recreation events, see the
department’s website at
fanwoodrecreation.org.


