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 New Hotline Launched to
Combat Opioid Abuse

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has an-
nounced the launch of a new program
to help combat substance use, reduce
overdose deaths and reduce relapses
in Union County. Called Union
County Helping Hands 365
(UCHH365), the program is designed
to improve access to treatment and
support services by connecting ad-
dicts with peers who have achieved
sobriety and are trained to help oth-
ers.

Funding for the new program was
approved during the regular meeting
of the Freeholder Board on June 27.

“The peer recovery specialists are
trained to leverage their personal
experiences, build trust, and help
each individual connect with re-
sources that enable them to turn their
lives around,” said Freeholder Chris-
topher Hudak, who sponsored the
Freeholder resolution establishing
the program.

The local non-profit organization
Prevention Links will implement the
new program. Additional features of
UCHH365 include:

Weekly support for three months
and bi-weekly support thereafter, for
a total of up to six months;

A 24/7 Hotline staffed by peer re-
covery specialists will be available;

Outreach and education for local

community leaders, enabling recov-
ery specialists to respond to referrals
and visit persons seeking help in a
familiar environment, including
places of worship, community cen-
ters, social clubs and nonprofit agen-
cies;

Training for law enforcement so
that individuals may be referred by
law enforcement to the UCHH365
program;

On call coverage at designated lo-
cations in communities with the great-
est rate of overdose (Cranford, Eliza-
beth, Linden, Rahway, Union) be-
tween the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, and 24
hours per day between the hours of 8
p.m. Thursday through 8 p.m. Sun-
day.

The program will serve at least 250
Union County residents before the
end of 2019. Any Union County resi-
dent over the age of 18 is eligible to
seek help through UCHH365. The
program will serve at least 250 county
residents by the end of 2019. Any
county resident over the age of 18 is
eligible to seek help through
UCHH365.

To reach the UCHH365 Hotline
or to contact Prevention Links for
more details about the program, call
Prevention Links at 1-855-825-
3275.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sen. Ray Lesniak’s Wife Dies
Suddenly at Age 43

Selena Carroll, wife of former State
Senator Ray Lesniak, died last week
at their home in Brick. She was 43. A
couple fir 20 years, they married last
year, according to reports.

“Salena was a class act and, along
with Ray, a tireless advocate for count-
less New Jerseyans who needed a
champion,” Governor Phil Murphy
said in a statement. “If a life is to be
measured by the positive impact it
had on others, Salena led a full life,
indeed.”

Senator Joseph Cryan (D-20th,
Union) also released a statement:
“This news is truly heartbreaking. I
have known Salena for more years
than I care to count and have always
admired her dedication to helping
others. Not only have I always con-
sidered her a friend, I also had the
privilege to work with her as sheriff
when she worked at the Office of
Emergency Management and her per-
formance was always second to none...
Salena will be missed by those who
knew her and by all those she helped
through the years.”

Sen. Lesniak represented the 20th
legislative district for 35 years.

Ms. Carroll headed the Bureau of
Domestic Preparedness in Union
County’s Office of Emergency Man-
agement, and was the special assis-
tant to the Union County manager.

Cooper Health Care
Responds to Murphy Cut

Cooper University Health Care
Senior Vice-President of Communi-
cations Marketing, Thomas Rubino,
issued a statement last week in re-
sponse to Governor Phil Murphy cut
of $5 million and freezing of $27.4
million in the state budget dedicated
to Cooper University Health Care
and Cooper Medical School of Rowan
University.

It has been reported that George
Norcross, a fiend of state Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) is on Cooper’s board of
directors.

“With the exception of the $5 mil-
lion he line item vetoed on Sunday
[June 30], the funding Governor
Murphy has frozen this year was in
last year’s state budget that he signed.

What has changed? Governor Murphy
is freezing $15.4 million in funding
used for cancer prevention and for
life-saving treatment for patients suf-
fering from cancer in southern New
Jersey. Cooper uses this funding to
support the growth of southern New
Jersey’s only comprehensive regional
cancer program.

“This cancer funding also supports
the acquisition of life saving technol-
ogy, comprehensive cancer educa-
tion and outreach, and screening ser-
vices for breast, cervical, colorectal
and prostate cancers....We note that
the state budget has more than $30
million for cancer programs in north-
ern New Jersey that Governor Murphy
did not freeze. Governor Murphy’s
actions [June 30] are more inexpli-
cable given just over 100 days ago,
his proposed budget included this
exact same cancer funding for Coo-
per...”

He was critical of “a $15 million
unrestricted grant” going to East Or-
ange General Hospital, which Mr.
Rubino said, is owned by “Los Ange-
les-based Prospect Medical Holdings,
a for profit entity generating annual
revenue of $3.2 billion and owned by
the private equity firm Leonard Green
& Partners L.P.”

“It is good to know New Jersey tax
dollars will support California pri-
vate equity millionaires at the ex-
pense of a not-for profit cancer center
in our state,” he stated.

Gov. Murphy also froze $12 mil-
lion of funding to Cooper Medical
School of Rowan University.

Ex-Cop, Detective Named to
Head Elizabeth Police PD

The Elizabeth City Council  last
week approved the appointment of
former East Orange police officer
and Essex County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice detective, Earl Graves, as direc-
tor of the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment. The action follows the remocal
of the police department’s longtime
police director James Cosgrove over
allegations of racism and sexism, ac-
cording to a nj.com report.

Mr. Graves, an African-American,
will take over as civilian leader of the
300-member department. He is the
city’s first black police director, ac-
cording to the report.

School Board Petitions in
County Are Due July 29

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING ON THE 4TH...The traditional July 4th running of the Cranford
Jaycees Firecracker 4 Mile Race in Nomahegan Park always attracts a good
crowd. Above, runners dress in patriot gear while displaying the United States
flag.

COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi reminds Union
County residents seeking school
board positions in their municipality
that the deadline for filing their nomi-
nating petitions is Monday, July 29,
before 4 p.m. in the main office of the
county clerk, at 2 Broad Street in
Elizabeth, Room 113.

This year there are three full three-
year term seats and two unexpired
seats up on the Westfield Board of
Education. The seats of Michael
Bielen, Brendan Galligan, and Amy
Root are expiring. There are also one-
year and two-year unexpired seats
this year. Those seats are currently
held by Brian Morrissey and Robert
Garrison. Both were named to the
board earlier this year following the
resignations of Charles Ostroff and
Lynn Benner.

On the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, Nancy Bauer
and Stephanie Suriani of Scotch
Plains and Amy Winkler of Fanwood
seats are up this year. In Cranford,
the seats of Nicole Sherrin Kessler,
Patrick Lynch, and Brian T.
McCarthy are expiring. The seats of
Mountainside Board of Education
members James Ruban, the current
president, vice-president Christopher
Minks, and Carmine Venes are up
this year.

In Garwood, the seats up this year
are currently held by Susan Groning,
Sal Piarulli and Tina Simitz (the cur-
rent vice-president).

“Service on a school board pro-
vides the public with an opportunity
to contribute to the community,” said
Ms. Rajoppi. “As a former board
member, I encourage involvement in
this important civic duty. Interested
applicants should make note of the
deadline.”

Ms. Rajoppi also advised appli-
cants to be aware that a state law
effective July 1, 2018 permits school
board candidates to circulate peti-
tions jointly. They may be bracketed
together on the ballot if they wish
with one or two other candidates.

The new law also permits a short
non-political slogan not to exceed
three words. Candidates are also re-
quired to file a specific affirmation
that they have not been convicted of
crimes that would disqualify them
from office with their petition.

For more details about school board
petitions, including a downloadable
petition, visit the county clerk’s elec-
tions website online at
unioncountyvotes.com/candidate-pe-
tition. A petition can also be obtained
in person at the county clerk’s office
in Elizabeth.

Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday. The
office may be reached by phone dur-
ing office hours at (908) 527-4996
with any inquiries regarding elections
in Union County.

For all Union County Clerk pro-
grams and services visit ucnj.org/
county-clerk.

Kean Raises Over $500,000
In Bid for Congress In NJ-7
WESTFIELD – State Senator Tom

Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) an-
nounced Monday that he raised over
$500,000 during the first three months
of his campaign for Congress in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.

“I am humbled by the support I
have received from so many families
in North Jersey,” Senator Kean said.
“Congress is headed in the wrong
direction and it is time we send our
New Jersey values to Washington,
not accept Washington values in New
Jersey. Thank you to all of you who
believe in our mission. We have stood
together through good and difficult
times, and if we continue to stand
together we will take back the 7th
Congressional District.”

Sen. Tom Kean is the New Jersey
Senate Republican minority leader.
His candidacy makes NJ-7 one of the
most competitive races in the country
in 2020, according to a campaign

press release.
“His long history of service to New

Jersey gives him nearly universal
name recognition, and he is a candi-
date with a proven fundraising abil-
ity,” according to the release.

As a U.S. Senate candidate in 2006,
Mr. Kean raised nearly $8 million.
Last week, the National Republican
Congressional Committee (NRCC)
released the results of a survey that
showed NJ-7 incumbent Tom
Malinowski (D) down by two points
against a “named Republican” chal-
lenger, most likely Senator Kean.
Republicans hold a partisan registra-
tion advantage of over 5,000 voters in
the Congressional district.
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child
support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,

palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Audubon to Host Workshop
On Conservation

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

BRING RESULTS

BERNARDVILLE – New Jersey
Audubon is hosting an evening for
conservation on Tuesday, July 16,
from 6 to 9 pm at Cedar Rose Vine-
yards, located at 431 Kenyon Av-
enue, Millville, NJ. Private landown-
ers interested in creating and con-
serving wildlife habitat throughout
Southern New Jersey are invited to
attend.

Farm Bill programs provide tech-
nical and financial assistance to land-
owners to conserve working land-
scapes for the benefit of at-risk spe-
cies including American black duck,
Northern bobwhite quail, bog turtles,
and many others. Partners of the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) will provide updates on im-
periled species and describe how habi-
tat enhancement on private lands sup-
ports them.

Representatives from New Jersey
Audubon, NRCS, Quail Forever,
New Jersey Division of Fish and
Wildlife, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service will present programs avail-
able to help landowners meet their
goals for wildlife conservation. Many

programs provide producers with
incentive payments for the protec-
tion of pollinators, songbirds and
non-game species on working lands.
Applications will be available on
site.

Light fare will be provided, and a
wine cash bar will be available
throughout the evening on the lawn of
Cedar Rose Vineyards.

New Jersey Audubon is a not-for
profit, statewide membership organi-
zation. Founded in 1897, and one of
the oldest independent Audubon so-
cieties, the organization fosters envi-
ronmental awareness and a conserva-
tion ethic among New Jersey’s citi-
zens; protects New Jersey’s birds,
mammals, other animals, and plants,
especially endangered and threatened
species; and promotes preservation
of New Jersey’s valuable natural habi-
tats. For more information, visit
www.njaudubon.org.

For more information or to reserve
a space, please contact Brittany
Dobrzynski at
brittany.dobrzynski@njaudubon.org
or (609) 400-3826.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUMMER FUN...The third annual Fanwood Fan Jam, held June 30 at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood featured live music, a car show and food trucks. The event is
organized by the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

St. Hubert’s Merges
With Rescue Alliance

MADISON — The Humane Res-
cue Alliance of Washington, D.C.,
and St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Cen-
ter of Madison, NJ, announced Tues-
day that the organizations are merg-
ing to create the first regional, com-
munity-based, multi-state animal
welfare organization in the nation.

The combined group will provide
direct rescue and care of animals in
need, cruelty investigations and local
animal control services, regional com-
munity support programs that allow
pets to stay with their families, and a
transport program that invests in part-
ner communities to solve pet over-
population sustainably and nationwide.

Lisa LaFontaine, president and chief
executive officer of the Humane Res-
cue Alliance, will lead the combined
organization in the same role.

The combined organization will
invest further in St. Hunert’s
WayStation program, a vehicle for
animal welfare groups to increase
their collective capacity to address
the challenges facing people and ani-
mals in their respective communities.

The merger was approved by unani-
mous votes of both the HRA and St.
Hubert’s boards of directors, and the
organizations have been working at the
leadership level for the past several
months for a smooth and efficient merger.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FANWOOD FAN JAM...The third annual Fanwood Fan Jam, held June 30 at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood, kicked off the summer season. Those who attended
enjoyed live music, a car show and food trucks.


