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RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor
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• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
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WHS Music and Tech Join to
Create Immersive Experience
WESTFIELD — A recent visit from

composer Stephanie Ann Boyd, along
with a unique collaboration between
students with interests ranging from
music, technology, lighting, art, and
design, combined to create an excit-
ing learning experience at Westfield
High School (WHS).

At its May 23 concert, the WHS
Orchestra performed “Beyond the
Gate,” a three-movement orchestral
piece composed by Boyd that begins
with a spoken poem. Prior to the
concert, as the student-musicians re-
hearsed with orchestra director Craig
Stanton, a student technology and
design team worked behind the scenes
to create a compelling light show to
match the magical music performed
on stage.

“The students ‘painted’ their inter-
pretation of the piece using LED stage
lighting, conventional lighting instru-
ments, and the student-built video
panels as their tools and the audito-
rium as their canvas,” said district
production manager Matthew
DiFabio, who collaborated with
Stanton on this immersive experi-
ence. “Unlike a painting, music is a
linear art form. The student-design-
ers built lighting scenes accordingly
to their interpretation for each given
moment. Scene cues were then writ-
ten into the sheet music so the cues
were able to be recalled at the appro-
priate time during the performance.”

Intrigued by this approach to her
music, Boyd decided to spend a day
with the orchestra and theatre/tech-
nology students on May 17, watching
the performance and providing in-
sightful feedback to the students.

“Beyond the Gate is one of my
most frequently performed works, but
never has any orchestra taken its per-
formance to such an interesting and
engaging space for the audience,”
said Boyd. “When I attended the dress

rehearsal and the first run-through
began, I felt like Alice in Wonder-
land, full of awe and excitement at
seeing all of these colors and shapes
fill the auditorium; these hues and
light designs so gorgeously matched
to the music.”

The composer said that, as a former
violinist, “writing for strings is my
musical comfort food and the
Westfield Orchestra’s meticulous at-
tention to the chromaticism in the
second movement, their gusto in the
intense harmonies of the third move-
ment, and the finesse and delicacy in
their playing of the opening move-
ment were all wholly enjoyable for
this composer to be able to bear wit-
ness to.”

IMMERSED IN MUSIC AND TECH...At its May 23 concert, the Westfield High
School Orchestra performs “Beyond the Gate,” a three-movement orchestral
piece composed by Stephanie Ann Boyd that begins with a spoken poem.

Courtesy Renee Payami
HATS OFF...Congratulations and hats off to the Class of 2019 at Union County
Magnet School who graduated on June 20.

Five Westfield Students
Graduate from Delbarton

WESTFIELD -- Five Westfield area
students were among the 132 seniors
who graduated from Delbarton School
in Morris Township on June 2. Tho-
mas Colicchio, Will Collins, Jack
Cushing, Frankie Gialanella and
Aidan Maher each received their di-
plomas from Delbarton Headmaster
Fr. Michael Tidd, OSB, with plans to
matriculate to Duke University, the
University of Notre Dame, Bucknell
University, Georgetown University
and the University of Notre Dame
respectively. Collectively the seniors
contributed significantly to the school
over the past few years through nu-
merous service engagements, student
government roles, the arts and athlet-
ics (soccer, baseball, hockey, basket-
ball, tennis, lacrosse, golf, rugby and
track combined).

The graduating seniors heard an
inspirational commencement address
from a 2004 Delbarton graduate Tay-
lor Price. One month after his
Delbarton graduation, on July 8, 2004,
Mr. Price became a C5-C6 quadriple-
gic after diving into the ocean on
Long Island and hitting a sandbar.
Since then, in 2010 he graduated cum
laude from Georgetown University,

and earned a Masters of Professional
Studies in Sports Industry Manage-
ment from Georgetown in 2012, re-
ceiving the Ignatian Student Award,
annually presented to one student for
maintaining academic excellence
while embodying Georgetown’s Je-
suit ideals. Currently, he is employed
by the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security where he is Campaign Man-
ager of the organization’s “If You See
Something, Say Something®” Cam-
paign. He serves as an active, vocal
advocate for The Christopher and
Dana Reeve Foundation and, as a co-
founder of the Georgetown Univer-
sity Conference on Employment of
People with Disabilities, works hard
to increase the employment opportu-
nities for people with disabilities.

Founded in 1939, Delbarton School
is an independent Benedictine, Catho-
lic learning community under the di-
rection of the monks of St. Mary’s
Abbey and their lay colleagues. The
School welcomes young men in
grades 7-12 from diverse backgrounds
to pursue excellence, develop leader-
ship, and build character by educat-
ing the whole person: mind, body and
spirit. Learn more at Delbarton.org.

Courtesy Frank and Justine Gialanella
CONGRATS...Five Westfield area students were among the 132 seniors who
graduated from Delbarton School in Morris Township on June 2.

Photo Credit: Pamela Friedman
WIGS 4 KIDS...Seven students, two teachers, and four hair stylists recently came
together to donate more than 70 inches of hair to Maggie’s Wigs 4 Kids, a
Michigan-based non-profit organization that provides wigs and support services
at no charge to children and young adults experiencing hair loss due to cancer,
burns, and other disorders.

Learning What It Means to
Be a Global Citizen at WHS
WESTFIELD — Three years ago,

Westfield High School (WHS) began
offering a course that asked seniors
what it means to be a “Global Citizen.”
The class runs in Socratic seminar-
style with students encouraged to ask
questions and use logic and reasoning
to gain a more accurate meaning of the
social constructs that shape society.

“Our goal is that students come away
from our course with a deeper under-
standing of themselves, the spaces they
occupy, the greater community around
them and their symbiotic relationship
with it,” said English teacher Bailey
Verdone, who, with Social Studies
teacher Antony Farag, co-wrote the
curriculum for the interdisciplinary
Global Citizen course and presented it
to the Board of Education in 2014.
“We hope that our students have a
greater sense of critical consciousness
upon finishing our class, leaving them
better able to understand themselves
and others in a globalized society.”

Each student prepares a presenta-
tion on what it means to be a global
citizen, researching and addressing an
issue that is local to the WHS commu-
nity, but that also connects on a broader
global scale. Topics, which are first
approved by the teachers, can be envi-
ronmental, economic, political, social
or educational.

On Fab Fridays each student pre-
sents his/her issue to the class.

“The Global Citizen course is based
on an essential question,” said Mr.
Farag. “The critical thinking tools
that we expose students to at the be-
ginning of the year enable them to
continually ask questions and use logic
to reason towards answers, detect fal-
lacies, and identify unsound premises.
We hope that this constant question-
ing can build a critical conscious-
ness, which would better prepare them
for a global society.”

The students’ Fab Friday presenta-
tions are the foundations for their se-

nior projects. The course also aligns
with the district’s commitment to So-
cial and Emotional Learning (SEL).

“Much of the course is designed
around the students’ own self-percep-
tion, recognizing their strengths, and
their emotions, self-confidence and ef-
ficacy,” Mr. Verdone said. “Addition-
ally, our course is very much focused on
what impact individuals have on their
communities–both on a local and glo-
bal scale–encouraging their own sense
of empathy, appreciation of diversity,
and respect for others, thereby building
their social awareness. While our aca-
demic coursework is research-and text-
based, a lot of the real work we’re doing
is introspective in terms of students’
own interpretation of this information,
how they process it, and how they apply
their learning to themselves and their
relationships with others.”

Mr. Verdone added that the concept
of citizenship also is emphasized, which
ties into the responsible decision-mak-
ing competency of SEL, as students
turn age 18 and become voting mem-
bers of society.

“One of the wonderful aspects of this
project is that students are actively en-
gaged, facilitating their own learning,
and building off of one another’s ideas,”
said Supervisor of K-12 Social Studies
Andrea Brennan.

To learn more about the course and
for samples of student work, visit the
Global Citizen blog.

UCC Foundation to Host
Close the Gap Fundraiser

CRANFORD – Join the Union
County College (UCC) Foundation on
Wednesday, July 17, at the Galloping
Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth to
celebrate the 4th Annual Close the
Gap Cocktail Reception being held to
support the College’s strategic initia-
tive to increase graduation rates among
African American students. This year,
Frank A. Bolden, Esq. will be honored
for his years of service as the former
Vice Chair of the UCC Board of Trust-
ees and as an avid supporter of the
Close the Gap campaign.

Since 2015, the Close the Gap cam-
paign has raised nearly $200,000,
which has been invested in scholar-
ships, grant and program support, and
has provided emergency funding to
students who are on course to gradu-
ate. Since that time, the College’s
graduation rate for African American
male students has more than tripled.

The honoree Frank A. Bolden, Esq.
is the recently retired Vice Chair of the
UCC Board of Trustees. He has been a
dedicated supporter of the UCC Foun-
dation and was one of the first advo-
cates for the Close the Gap campaign.

“The College is grateful for the time
and commitment Mr. Bolden has given
in his years of service to improve the
lives of Union students,” stated UCC
Board of Trustees Chair Victor Richel.
“Mr. Bolden is a compassionate leader
whose dedication in promoting the
Close the Gap campaign has helped
increase the graduation rates of African
American students.”

Those who are interested in donating

to the Close the Gap Campaign, or
would like to learn more about how to
provide financial assistance for stu-
dents at UCC, please call (908) 709-
7505, email foundation@ucc.edu or
visit the Foundation’s website at
www.uccfoundation.org.

Sabra Anderson
Graduates from Temple

WESTFIELD -- On May 9, Sabra
Anderson graduated from Temple
University during the 132nd com-
mencement in Philadelphia, with a
Bachelors degree in Chinese and
Africology and African American
Studies.

Part of the largest graduating class
consisting of 10,071 students, Sabra
was on the Dean’s List with a 3.7
GPA. Sabra also spent a month at the
Zhejiang Normal University working
towards her degree. Sabra attended
the Westfield school system and was
corresponding editor of Folio her se-
nior year.

Sabra worked two summers at the
Scotch Plains Recreation Small Frye
Camp.

Clancy Earns Dean’s
List at Notre Dame

SCOTCH PLAINS — David M.
Clancy, of Scotch Plains, has been
named to the dean’s list in the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame’s Mendoza Col-
lege of Business for outstanding schol-
arship during the Spring 2019 semes-
ter. Students who achieve dean’s hon-
ors at Notre Dame represent the top 30
percent of students in their college.

WHS Teacher Wins
Summer Fellowship

WESTFIELD - Brett Curtis, a
teacher at Westfield High School, has
been awarded a prestigious summer
fellowship by the Ashbrook Center at
Ashland University in Ohio. The cen-
ter is a highly regarded nonprofit pro-
vider of educational programs and
resources for U.S. history and gov-
ernment teachers, as well as high
school and college students.

Middle- and high-school teachers
chosen as “Buchwald Summer Fel-
lows” participate in a rigorous week-
long graduate-level summer course
with other students enrolled in
Ashbrook’s Master of Arts in Ameri-
can History and Government
(MAHG) program. The MAHG pro-
gram is the nation’s only master’s
degree program developed specifi-
cally for history and government
teachers. Participants in the course
earn two graduate credit hours from
Ashland University.

The full cost of tuition, room, board
and books is waived for teachers re-
ceiving the Buchwald Summer Fel-
lowship.

WESTFIELD -- Seven students, two
teachers, and four hair stylists recently
came together to donate more than 70
inches of hair to Maggie’s Wigs 4
Kids, a Michigan-based non-profit
organization that provides wigs and
support services at no charge to chil-
dren and young adults experiencing
hair loss due to cancer, burns, and
other disorders.

While many hair donation organi-
zations request a 10-12 inch mini-
mum, Maggie’s accepts hair donations
of 7 inches or longer. The June 17
event was organized by Roosevelt In-
termediate School (RIS) teachers
Marissa Conneely and Pamela Fried-
man. The students donating their hair

ranged in age from 10-15 and included
Micaela Beltran, Anna Garretson,
Delilah Harrington, Maura Hyland,
Grace Kilbourn, Adison Marshall, and
Lucy Vanecek. RIS social studies
teacher Coneely and World Languages
teacher Daisy Lennox joined the stu-
dents in cutting their locks. Stylists
from the Guillotine Salon and Spa of
Westfield donating their time and ex-
pertise were Carissa Bowden, Jenni-
fer Martinez, Maria Walick, and owner
Lynne Fitzpatrick. Patricia Milone, a
friend of Coneely’s, also donated her
time to the event while the Roosevelt
Student Council provided refreshments
and covered the cost of shipping the
donated hair to Michigan.

Westfield Students and Teachers
Donate Their Hair for Wigs 4 Kids

See More Education
News on Page 15


